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WHAT ARE THE BASICS 
AND HOW DO THEY 

AFFECT ME? 
 
The Federal Motor Carrier Safety Administration (FMCSA) uses seven Behavior Analysis and 
Safety Improvement Categories – BASICs – to determine a motor carrier’s safety 
performance and compliance in comparison to other carriers.  
 
Your safety performance and compliance record impact not only Crane’s safety record, but 
also your own. Each violation found on a roadside inspection remains on the motor carrier 
record for two years; for the driver, it remains for three years. This is why it is critical to 
avoid any violations on roadside inspections.  
 
Additionally, motor carriers with a BASIC that is above the threshold will likely be stopped 
for more roadside inspections than other motor carriers. 
 
Let’s do a deep dive into the BASICs.  
 

UNSAFE DRIVING CRASH INDICATOR 
 Unsafe Driving BASIC looks at unsafe 
behaviors including: 

 

 Texting 
 Speeding 
 Using hand-held cell phone 
 Reckless Driving 
 Improper lane change 
 Inattention 

Violations found on a roadside inspection 
are recorded regardless of warning or 
citation. Roadside inspection violations will 
remain on a driver’s pre-employment 
screening program (PSP) for three years. 

The Crash BASIC is also called a DOT 
recordable accident. These include crashes 
involving a CMV that result in: 

 a fatality,  
 injury that requires immediate 

transportation for treatment from 
crash scene or  

 any vehicle needs to be towed 
 

State-reported crashes from the last two 
years are collected to identify patterns of 
high crash involvement and behavior that 
contribute to the crash. A DOT recordable 
crash remains on a driver’s PSP for 5 years. 
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HOURS OF SERVICE DRIVER FITNESS 

Hours of Service (HOS) BASIC makes the 
roads safer by requiring rest for all CMV 
drivers to ensure they are alert, awake and 
able to respond quickly. HOS BASIC looks 
at the regulations which include: 
 
 8-hour rule (rest break by 8 hours 

on duty) 
 11-hour rule (driving time) 
 14-hour rule (on duty time) 
 70/8-hour rule (70 hours driving in 

8 days) 
 

It is important to follow these rules at all 
times. If a driver is found in violation of 
any of these rules during a roadside 
inspection, the driver may be subject to 
10 hours off duty and violations up to 30 
points on the PSP record.  
 

Driver Fitness BASIC covers all the driver 
qualification including: 

 Valid Driver’s license 
 Valid Medical certificate 
 State driving records (MVR) 
 Annual review (COV) 

If a driver is found with a Driver Fitness 
violation, they may have up to 30 points 
added to the PSP for the violation and be 
placed out of service.  

Be sure to renew your medical card at least 2 
weeks before it is due and certify with your state 
driver’s license bureau. If your med card is not 
certified, they state may downgrade your license. 

VEHICLE 
MAINTENANCE 

HAZARDOUS MATERIALS 
(HM) 

We have all seen it. A CMV with the bumper 
duct taped and held on by wire, stuff all over 
the dashboard and very dirty. These point to 
a truck which may not be well maintained. 
This will trigger a more in-depth inspection. 

Keeping your vehicle well maintained will 
ensure safety for everyone on the roadway. 
By completing pre-trip and post-trip 
inspections you will catch items that need to 
be fixed or replaced and avoid any violations 
on a roadside inspection. 

 

The HM Compliance BASIC includes 
regulations for: 

 Packaging 
 Marking 
 Labels 
 Placards 
 Loading of HM 
 Shipping papers 

 
While Crane does not carry large quantities 
of HM, we do require all drivers to have 
hazmat training within 90 days of activation 
and retraining every 3 years per regulation. 
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CONTROLLED SUBSTANCES/ALCOHOL 

Controlled Substances/Alcohol BASIC is simple:  

DON’T MISUSE DRUGS OR ALCOHOL WHEN DRIVING. IT’S DANGEROUS AND ILLEGAL. 

Beginning January 6, 2020, all violations of this BASIC are reported to the FMCSA 
Clearinghouse. The information is used in pre-employment & contracting decisions by all 
motor carriers. 

It is simple: Don’t do it. 
 

 
Crane Freight, LLC joined with TVC Pro-Driver a couple of years ago for the use of all drivers.  

Truckers Voice in Court (TVC) has been serving more than 500,000 professional drivers for over 30 
years. TVC Pro-Driver is the only BBB-accredited legal protection service dedicated to professional 
drivers, providing coverage in all 50 states and Canada for more than one million moving, non-moving 
and serious accident violations.  

Plans benefits include: 

 CSA Data Q challenges 
 Serious and Criminal Accident Representation 
 Pre-existing Citations 
 Other legal matters (25% discount) 
 Free Wellcard 
 Tire and Service Discounts 

For information regarding TVC Pro-Driver program, please speak with your station representative for 
the available plans. Plan charges will be deducted monthly from the settlement check of Independent 

Contractors. 

 


