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DOT Clearinghouse 
What is it? 

The Department of Transportation has 
established a central database to contain 
all of the relevant drug and alcohol 
testing information for commercial 
drivers. Called the Commercial Driver’s 
License Drug and Alcohol Clearinghouse, 
employers will be required to register 
their employees and report test results to 
the clearinghouse. 
 
 
There will be two reasons required to 
query the database with two types of 
database checks (full detailed query, and 
a limited query):  

A Full Detailed Query for Pre-Employment 
Screening: Employers will be required to 
check and make sure any driver they are 
planning to hire does not have an 
outstanding positive test result. This type 
of check will be a full detailed query. 

 

A Limited Query for Annual Screening:
Employers will also need to update their 
driver rosters with the database at least 
once a year to determine whether 
information exists in the Clearinghouse 
about those employees. This type of check 
will be a limited query. If the limited query 
shows information in the clearinghouse 
database, a full detailed query is required. 
If a full query is not done within 24 hours, 
the employer must not allow the driver to 
continue to perform any safety-sensitive 
functions until the full query in conducted 
and the results confirm that the driver’s 
record contains no prohibitions. 

How will this affect current 
CDL Drivers? 

 
CDL drivers will be required to give limited 
consent to Crane to query the 
Clearinghouse of any information 
contained within the database. This limited 
consent will be valid for the duration of 
contract/tenure with Crane. 
 
Additionally, independent contractors 
who employ themselves as drivers must 
also comply with the Clearinghouse 
requirements regarding limited queries 
for themselves and any subcontractors 
they employ. 
 

How to comply with 
Clearinghouse requirements 

 

 Sign up for Pulse in Tenstreet if you 
have not already. This will allow 
Compliance to send documents to 
you directly for your signature 
without delay. 

 Submit permission for limited query 
of the Clearinghouse. This request 
will be sent out with your annual 
certificate of violations. If you are 
not signed up with Pulse, this will be 
sent to the station personnel for 
completion. 

 If you are an Independent 
Contractor, the following link for the 
Clearinghouse will assist you on the 
next steps to take as an employer: 
 

https://clearinghouse.fmcsa.dot.gov/ 

Contact Us 
 

Crane Freight & Cartage 
1500 Rankin Road 

Houston, TX. 77073 
 

(281)233-9500 (Main) 
 

(877) 336-9057 (Recruiting) 
Visit us on the Web: 

www.drive4crane.com 
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Tips for  
Winter Weather Driving 

 Slow down. Don’t make quick starts, 
turns or stops.  

 Increase your following distance.
You should always keep about 7 
seconds following distance. Increase 
this by 4 seconds should roads 
become slick. 

 If you begin to skid, gently turn into 
the skid & ease off the gas. Do not 
brake; this will throw you further 
into the skid. 

 Turn on your headlights (low beam) 
so to bring attention to yourself. 

 Emergency Supplies. For your 
personal safety you should outfit 
your truck with some emergency 
supplies such as: 

 Flashlight 
 Snack food (energy bars, raisins, 

nuts, candy bars) 
 First-aid kit 
 Blankets, extra hats, gloves, socks 
 Tow chain or rope 
 Small bag of cat litter (for traction) 
 Jumper cables or jump box 

  

 
To reduce or prevent slip and fall injuries, 
Safety recommends using the “three points 
of contact system” when entering and 
exiting a truck. The three points of contact 
system means three of four limbs are in 
contact with the vehicle at all times (two 
hands and one foot, or two feet and one 
hand, etc.). This forms a triangle of anchor 
points as you are mounting or dismounting 
the truck. 
 
Other helpful tips for entering and exiting a 
truck: 
 Don’t ever jump off a truck – landing 

exerts 12 times your body weight on your 
joints 

 Take extra care in wet, snowy or icy 
weather 

 Don’t carry items in your free hand. 
Place them on the vehicle floor and 
retrieve them once you’re on the ground

 Don’t use tires or wheel hubs as a step 
surface 

 Never use the door frame or door edge as 
a handhold 

 Always use the 3 points of contact system

    
Crane Freight, LLC has joined 
with TVC Pro-Driver for our 
employee drivers and is now 
offering the opportunity for the 
independent contractor to join 
TVC.  

Truckers Voice in Court (TVC) has 
been serving more than 500,000 
professional drivers for over 30 
years. TVC Pro-Driver is the only 
BBB-accredited legal protection 
service dedicated to professional 
drivers, providing coverage in all 
50 states and Canada for more 
than one million moving, non-
moving and serious accident 
violations.  

Plans benefits include: 

 CSA Data Q challenges 
 Serious and Criminal Accident 

Representation 
 Pre-existing Citations 
 Other legal matters (25% 

discount) 
 Free Wellcard 
 Tire and Service Discounts 

For information regarding TVC 
Pro-Driver program, please speak 
with your station representative. 

 


