2020 SUMMER EDITION

Research Education
Core
SUMMER HIGHLIGHTS
Mentors and trainees came together during the summer to
participate in various activities supported by the Temple
University, Fox Chase Cancer Center and Hunter College
(TUFCCC/HC) Partnership.
Trainee accomplishments: We are very proud of our
TUFCCC/HC trainees as they embark on their next journey.
A
number
of
trainees
successfully
defended
their
dissertations and earned their doctorate degrees or were
accepted into masters programs. One trainee, Ahmet Doymaz
was named the valedictorian for the Hunter College Class of
2020! Congratulations and good luck to all of our trainees!

SCRI 2020 Cohort attending a "How To" Workshop on
developing a LinkedIn page presented by Dr. Amanda Purdy

Summer
Cancer
Research
Institute
(SCRI)
Mini
Symposium: The 2020 cohort successfully completed the
SCRI despite the challenging times. During the 8-week
program,
trainees
attended
online
workshops
and
participated in research projects which they presented on
July 31st, 2020.
REC Webinar Series: We hosted several webinars this past
summer. Stay tuned for more details about upcoming
webinars to be held in Fall 2020.
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The trainees attending a lecture about cancer
prevention with Dr. Carolyn Fang
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PRE-PILOT AND PILOT RESEARCH AWARDS
Congratulations to the new awardees!

Earlier this Spring, the TUFCCC/HC partnership solicited applications for cancerfocused pre-pilot and pilot projects led by graduate students, postdoctoral fellows,
and early-stage investigators. Selection criteria included high impact on cancer
health disparities, innovative research question and design, collaboration with
TUFCCC/HC investigators and community members, and potential to obtain
further funding for future research.
A total of 22 awards were presented to trainees from diverse backgrounds, working
on multidisciplinary projects aiming to address cancer health disparities.

PRE-PILOT AWARDEES

INSTITUTION

PROJECT TITLE

George Annor

Hunter College

Determining the Role of the Oligomerization Domain (OD) of Gain-ofFunction Mutant p53

Holly Ann Fowle

Temple University

Optimization of Immortalization of Human Primrary Normal and PatientDerived PCa Cells

Scott Gross

Temple University

UV-Induced SOCE Suppression in Melanoma Metastatic Progression

Min A. Kang

Hunter College

Kamran Khan

Qingchun Lu

Magnetic Nanorotor-Based Controlled Delivery of Candidate RNA Cancer
Therapeutics
Endostatin Regulation of MHC 1 as a Mechanism of Immune Evasion by
Circulating Tumor Cells

Hunter College

The Role of Long Non-Coding RNA TP53TG1 in Hepatocellular Carcinoma

Temple University

Sophia Varriano

Hunter College

The Role of Estrogen Signaling in Regulating Messenger RNA 3' End
Processing in Breast Cancer

Cristina Zambrano

Hunter College

Nutritional Mechanisms of Early Onset Colorectal Cancer in Hispanics

Zeba Ahmad

Hunter College

Qualitative Investigation of Disparities and Socio-cultural Differences in
Oncofertility Care among Young Adult Cancer Survivors

Rishi Jain

Timmy Lin

Temple University

Wenyue Lu

Temple University

Lynde Lutzow

Temple University

Christopher Weldon
Lauren Zimmaro

Exploring the Relationships between Food Insecurity and Dietary Quality
in African American and Hispanic Patients with Gastro-intestinal Cancers

Fox Chase Cancer Center

Examining the Role of Built Environment Factors on Lung Cancer
Among Asian American Female Never Smokers
Oral Cancer among Asian American and Non- Hispanic White Adults Aged
50 and Younger: Racial/Ethnic Disparities
Assessment of Lung Cancer Screening Programs at the Health System
Level to Better Understand Barriers to Care and Outcome Disparities
HPV Vaccine Promotion for Young Gay, Bisexual, and Other Men Who
Have Sex with Men (GBM)

Temple University

Evaluating a Biobehavioral Model of Stress AmongcRacially Diverse
Colorectal Cancer Patients

Fox Chase Cancer Center
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PILOT AWARDEES

INSTITUTION

PROJECT TITLE

Kumaraswamy Naidu Chitrala

Temple University

Integrated Analysis of Epigenetic Landscape of Genes Conferring Risk
to Breast Cancer

Jayashri Ghosh

Temple University

Determining the Role of the Oligomerization Domain (OD) of Gain-ofFunction Mutant p53

Fayola Levine

Hunter College

Rhoda Moise

Temple University

Michelle Naidoo

Ang Sun

PVT1 Exon 9 as a Regulator of Claudin Expression in Triple Negative
Breast Cancer
Genetics and Geography of Human Papilloma Virus
TMicroRNA-1205 Regulation of FRYL and AURKA in Cell Lineage
Plasticity in Prostate Cancer

Fox Chase Cancer Center

A Pilot Study to Investigate Dynamic Changes in Colorectal-Cancer-Associated Signature
Microbiome in West Philadelphia Communities that are Facing Gentrification and Over-Development

Temple University

Claudia Wultsch

A Bioinformatics Research Platform for Cancer Health Disparities
Genomic Data Analysis

Hunter College

REC WEBINAR SERIES
Dr. Marsha Zibalese-Crawford, PhD, MSW is an Associate Professor at the
Temple University College of Public Health, School of Social Work, and
Department of Geography and Urban Studies. She has decades of experience
with program evaluation, mixed methods research, community engagement,
program implementation and evaluation. She combines a focus on the needs
of women, children and adolescence with a wide array of experience
developing organizational partnerships in the community, both public and
private. Her community-based participatory research (CBPR) focus provides
her the unique opportunity to apply and test theory in a practical setting in
the US and globally.
The REC hosted a webinar on June 11 during which Dr. Zibalese-Crawford
discussed and explored the potential application, tools and approaches for
using CBPR methodology for supporting change and enhancing sustainability
across diverse communities.

Dr. Marsha Zibalese-Crawford
MARK YOUR CALENDARS:
The next webinars are scheduled as follows:
"Mixed Method Analysis" with Dr. Ming Chin Yeh on Wednesday, 10/23 at 1:00 PM
ZOOM ID: 966 5014 7050
ZOOM PASSCODE: 244999
LINK: https://huntercollege.zoom.us/j/96650147050?pwd=SU9nMVZ6dTJIQk9jWlZpVGZ6b0ttdz09

"Principles of User-Focused Evaluation: Inclusive, Affirming and Useful Program
Evaluation" with Dr. SJ Dodd on Friday, 11/18 at 12:30PM
ZOOM ID: 919 3183 8872
ZOOM PASSCODE: 731843
LINK: https://huntercollege.zoom.us/j/91931838872?pwd=MFZmSDRBWk5NVmlsMExXTWtDeVBCdz09
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TRAINEE ACCOMPLISHMENTS
Fayola Levine - Hunter College
Congratulations to Fayola on successfully completing her
MA in Biology. Her thesis was titled "PVT1 exon 9 as a
regulator of claudin expression in triple negative breast
cancer". At the virtual SPEECH Conference held in May,
Fayola
presented
her
research
focused
on
the
Plasmacytoma Variant Translocation 1 (PVT1) gene and the
regulatory role it plays in triple negative breast cancer.
Specifically, her study demonstrated how alternatively
spliced lncRNA transcripts from the PVT1 gene may be
promoting triple negative breast cancer. Fayola was
awarded a Cancer Health Disparities Pilot Grant funded
by the U54 TUFCCC/HC Regional Comprehensive Cancer
Health Disparity Partnership to continue her research in
this area. Fayloa will be applying to doctoral programs in
the near future.

“Completing my Master’s has been a rewarding experience and I would like to
extend my deepest appreciation to my mentor, Dr. Ogunwobi and lab
colleagues for all of their support."
~Fayola Levine

Khin Htet- Hunter College
Congratulations to Khin Htet on graduating with
departmental honors in psychology. Khin was also
salutatorian for the Spring 2020 graduating class. Her
honors thesis on "Sex Differences in the Role of
Social Influence on Smoking Behavior and Nicotine
Dependence Among African American Smokers" was
presented at the annual SPEECH conference in May.
She will also be presenting her research at the
American Public Health Association (APHA) Annual
Meeting.

" I would love to thank my mentor, Dr. Joel Erblich for his endless
support and enthusiasm about research. I certainly couldn't have done it
without him!"
~Khin Htet
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Dr. Joseph "Nick" Bodor- Fox Chase Cancer Center
Congratulations to Dr. Nick Bodor on his recent appointment as
Assistant Professor in Hematology/Oncology at Fox Chase Cancer
Center. His recent co-authored publications include "Biomarkers for
immune checkpoint inhibition in non-small cell lung cancer" as well
as "Relationship Between MLH1, PMS2, MSH2, and MSH6 Gene
Specific Alterations and Tumor Mutational Burden (TMB) in 1,057
Microsatellite Instability-High Solid Tumors". He also presented
findings from
his U54-funded pilot study at the virtual Speech
Conference in May with a poster titled "The Impact of Estrogen
Metabolism and Cigarette Smoking on Non-Small Cell Lung Cancer
(NSCLC) Risk in African American Women: A Pilot Study in Progress."
Dr. Bodor received his medical degree from the Louisiana State
University School of Medicine. He is board certified in internal
medicine and is a member of the American Society of Clinical
Oncology,
Eastern
Cooperative
Oncology
Group,
and
the
International Association for the Study of Lung Cancer. He also
earned a doctorate in Public Health Nutrition and a master of public
health degree with a concentration in maternal and child health and
epidemiology from the Tulane University School of Public Health and
Tropical Medicine. He completed his residency training in internal
medicine at the University of Maryland Medical Center.

"It has truly been exciting to have the opportunity to work with Dr. Margie Clapper as we work
to better understand the role of estrogen metabolism in lung tumorigenesis. I am looking forward
to the findings of our current work examining how differences in estrogen metabolism may be
contributing to racial disparities in lung cancer risk."
~Nick Bodor

Dr. Erin Tagai- Fox Chase Cancer Center
Dr. Erin Tagai, is a postdoctoral fellow in Cancer Prevention
and Control at Fox Chase Cancer Center. With an educational
background in behavioral and community health, her research
focuses on the development, implementation, and evaluation
of patient-centered tools across the cancer continuum.
Current research topics include evaluating text messaging
interventions to enhance health behaviors such as smoking
cessation or adherence to follow-up diagnostic exams among
underserved women. Dr. Tagai is also involved in developing
web-based tools to support cancer survivors and interventions
to improve treatment decision making for urologic cancer
patients.
Her
current
pilot
study
funded
by
the
TUFCCC/Hunter Cancer Health Disparity Partnership aims to
understand prostate cancer patient and provider perspectives
of treatment decision making with an additional goal of
understanding factors associated with the decision making
process for Black men. Dr. Tagai is also developing a research
study to help improve quality of life for renal cancer patients
on active surveillance.

"My research journey has been shaped by my mentors who have helped me refine my research
interests and skills, including new theoretical approaches, research methodology, and improved
grantsmanship. My diverse mentorship team—currently led by Dr. Suzanne Miller and
includes Drs. Shawna Hudson, Michael Diefenbach, and Carolyn Fang, among others—have
been critical to my success in my postdoc and future as an independent researcher."
~Erin Tagai
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SUMMER CANCER RESEARCH INSTITUTE
(SCRI)- MINI SYMPOSIUM
The Summer Cancer Research Institute (SCRI) was
created by the TUFCCC/HC partnership to provide
underrepresented minority trainees the resources,
training and skills needed to develop professional
careers in the field of cancer research. Although these
activities are designed to provide hands-on training, the
2020 cohort adapted to the ongoing pandemic by taking
part in a unique virtual training program.
As part of the SCRI curriculum, trainees attended
seminars on topics ranging from basic science,
population science, and biostatistics. Professional
development seminars were also integrated into the
curriculum.

SCRI trainees attending Dr. Olorunseun Ogunwobi's
lecture on cancer biology.

Presenter

On July 31st, the SCRI trainees presented their research
at the 2nd Annual SCRI Symposium. The trainees'
mentors and a number of additional investigators from
both Hunter College and Temple University attended
this symposium to support the trainees as they
demonstrated their knowledge and experience through
their virtual presentations. Although trainees were not
able to meet in person to celebrate their
accomplishments, we hope to host a reunion meeting in
the near future to acknowledge their achievements.

Arianna Valeri

Project Title
The Role of BubR1 in Cell Proliferation and Tumorigenesis

Optimization of immortalization of human primary

Diba Atar

normal and patient derived PCa cells

Immunotherapy: harnessing the Immune system

Esperance Tovi

to target Cancer stem cells
Sex-Biased

Priya Nigam

Potential

Stephanie Chow

Tissue-Specific

Overlaps

between

Enhancers and Differentially Methylated Regions
associations

between

genera

of

the

gut

microbiome,

methylation, and colorectal cancer incidence in African American and
Caucasian patients

Jesus Lopez

Winterlyn Grace Gamoso

Machine Learning in Cancer Detection and Treatment

The Association Between Modifiable Lifestyle Behaviors and Depression
Among Asian Americans with Chronic Hepatitis B by Medication Status

Angelique Loor

Fatima Galal El-Din

Is it possible to develop a methodology to geocode individuals that are not
able to be geocoded, in bath methods, using the Census Bureau geocoder?

Nutritional Mechanisms of Early Onset Colorectal Cancer
in Hispanics

Christopher Chino Marin

Episodic

Future

Thinking:

A

Promising

Early

Intervention

for

Impulsivity and Smoking Prevention

The Research Education Core and SPEECH partnership
wishes to thank the many individuals and groups who assisted
in the efforts to organize and coordinate the 2nd Summer
Cancer Research Institute.
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MENTOR SPOTLIGHT:
Dr. Grace Ma is Associate Dean for Health Disparities,
Founding Director of Center for Asian Health (CAH),
and Laura H. Carnell Professor in Clinical Sciences at
Lewis Katz School of Medicine, Temple University. Dr.
Ma is a nationally recognized behavioral health
disparities researcher. She established the CAH in 2000,
making it one of the first centers dedicated to reducing
cancer and health care disparities among Asian
Americans funded by the National Cancer Institute.
Dr. Ma is the PI of the U54-funded TUFCC/HC Regional
partnership, and she has received continuous funding
awards from NIH over the past 24 years. She was
recently recognized by Philly Mag as one of
"8
Trailblazing
Women
in
Philly’s
Health-Care
Revolution". You can read more here:
https://www.phillymag.com/healthcarenews/2020/05/09/women-health-care-leaders/

Dr. Grace Ma

Congratulations Dr. Ma!

Congratulations to Dr. Carolyn Fang on her
appointment
as
Associate
Editor
of
Health
Psychology, a prestigious journal which works to
promote education and research in the psychology
of health and illness.
Dr. Fang received her undergraduate degree in
psychology at Colgate University. She earned her
masters and doctorate in psychology from the
University of California, Los Angeles. Her research
focuses on understanding how the behavioral,
psychological, and biological factors may contribute
to increased risk for cancer as well as other chronic
illnesses. Dr. Fang has made significant contributions
to advancing the field of immigrant health and
increasing our understanding of chronic disease risk
factors among Asian immigrant populations.

Dr. Carolyn Fang
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2ND ANNUAL SPEECH REGIONAL
CANCER HEALTH DISPARITIES CONFERENCE
The 2nd Synergistic Partnership for Enhancing Equity in
Cancer Health (SPEECH) Regional Cancer Health Disparities
Conference was virtually hosted by Hunter College on May
20th, 2020. The purpose of this conference was to promote the
advancement of research in cancer health disparities and
support the development of outstanding underrepresented
minority (URM) and diverse students/trainees who are
committed to careers in cancer research and to collaboratively
engage the community in enhancing the quality and feasibility
of these efforts.

SPEECH Conference opening remarks by Hunter College President
Jennifer Raab, followed by Dr. Ogunwobi and Dr. Ma.

The conference began with opening remarks by Hunter
College President Jennifer Raab who reinstated the importance
of cancer research especially during these trying times. Dr.
John Daly, Dean at the Lewis Katz School of Medicine at
Temple University commended the efforts of Dr. Ogunwobi
and Dr. Ma as well as the U54 team for their accomplishments.
The recognition also resonated in the remarks of Dr.
Emmanuel Taylor, National Cancer Institute program director,
who deemed the conference a celebration of the
accomplishments of both the trainees and their mentors. The
keynote speaker, Dr. Curtis A. Pettaway, stressed the
importance of finding multifaceted solutions with regards to
healthcare access. He called for unprecedented access which
could be accomplished by the U54.
A total of 50 posters were presented by undergraduate
students, graduate students, postdoctoral fellows and earlystage investigators within the biomedical, clinical, and
population-based research fields. A selected committee of
researchers from Temple University, Fox Chase Cancer Center
and Hunter College (TUFCCC/HC) evaluated the poster
presentations. The highest rated posters were presented with
an award for their accomplishments.

Dr. John M. Daly and Dr. Emmanuel Taylor sharing their remarks.

KEY DATES TO REMEMBER

American Public Health Association
(APHA) Annual Meeting 2020:
October 24-28, 2020
For more information please visit:
https://www.apha.org/

American Association for Cancer Research
Annual Meeting (AACR): April 9-14, 2021
Abstract Submission Deadline:
Thursday, November 19, 2020

For more information please visit:
https://www.aacr.org/

8

COVID-19: TIPS AND REMINDERS
The REC team hopes that this edition of the newsletter finds all our trainees, mentors, colleagues, and their
loved ones safe and healthy during this difficult time. As the world continues to battle the ongoing
pandemic, we hope that you are taking care of yourselves both mentally and physically. To help you make
the most of this time, here are some tips to ensure productivity while working from home and attending
school online:
Create a desiganted work/study space with minimal traffic and noise.
Maintain a regular work schedule and take breaks to step away from the screen.
Stick to a regular sleep schedule to avoid exhaustion and burnout.
Make sure you maintain an open line of communication with your colleagues/professors. Schedule
meetings/office hours if you need support.
If you are having trouble staying motivated, try a virtual study group with your friends and classmates.
While working/studying try to turn off any sources of distractions and stay off of social media!
Try to stay organized with deadlines and due dates. Be kind to yourself by looking ahead and pacing
yourself. Don't cram.
If you're watching pre-recorded lectures and have trouble focusing, try taking notes actively and coming
up with a list of questions if you have any.
Don't forget to take breaks! Do something that you enjoy or learn up a new hobby. Connect with friends
and family during your breaks. Take a walk around your neighborhood to unwind.
Don't forget to take care of yourself!

WEAR A MASK.
SAVE LIVES.
Research Education Core Leaders:
Olorunseun Ogunwobi, MD, PhD - Hunter College
Carolyn Fang, PhD - Fox Chase Cancer Center
For questions regarding the Research Education Core and any upcoming events,
please contact one of our program coordinators:
Rubia Shahbaz, BA - rs1650@hunter.cuny.edu
Taylor Kazaoka, MPH - taylor.wood@fccc.edu

SPEECH is a comprehensive regional cancer
health disparity partnership between Temple
University/Fox Chase Cancer
Center and Hunter College (TUFCCC/HC), the
U54 grant funded by the National Cancer
Institute. The purpose of SPEECH is to reduce
cancer health disparities among underserved
minority populations in Pennsylvania-New
Jersey-New York City (PNN) region, through
cancer disparities research, community
outreach, and career development for
underrepresented early stage investigators and
students.

Follow us on
Linkedin (tufccc_HC REsearch Education Core) Twitter (@Rec_u54) Instagram (U54_REC_SCRI)

Summer Cancer Awareness Months

June

National Cancer Survivors Month

July

Sarcoma Awareness
Bone Cancer Awareness
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August

World Lung Cancer Day (August 1)

