Rev. Lane K. Akiona, ss.cc.
Pastor
Deacon Keith Cabiles
Anne Harpham
Pastoral associate
Fay Pabo
Administrative assistant

Sunday Liturgy

St. Augustine
Church
by-the-sea

5 p.m. Saturday
6, 8, 10 a.m., 5 p.m. Sunday

Daily Liturgy

7 a.m. Monday-Saturday
5 p.m. Monday-Thursday

You have made us for yourself,
Lord, and our hearts are restless
until they rest in you
-- St. Augustine of Hippo

With the servant leadership
of the Congregation of the Sacred Hearts of Jesus
and Mary since 1854

www.staugustinebythesea.com

St. Augustine by-the-sea Parish

130 Ohua Ave. Honolulu, HI 96815
Phone: (808) 923-7024 Fax: (808) 922-4086
e-mail: staugustinebythesea@gmail.com
Web: www.staugustinebythesea.com
Parish secretary: Bev Tavake
Pastoral Council Chair: Theresa Kong Kee
Finance Council chair Jim Dannemiller
Stewardship Council chair: Deacon Keith
Cabiles

Office hours

Monday-Thursday 8 a.m. to 4 p.m.; closed
noon to 1 p.m.
Closed Friday, Saturday, Sunday and holidays.

Sacraments

Reconciliation: 3-4 p.m. Saturday.
Baptism: Call the parish office for information.
Marriage: Email staugustineweddingcoordinator@gmail.com before making arrangements.
Confirmation: Call the parish office for
information.
Funerals: Call the parish office when finalizing services with the mortuary.

Religious education

Contact the parish office to enroll your
child in religious education classes or to
inquire about the Rite of Christian Initiation for Adults.

Parish organizations

Altar Rosary Society
Tongan Society
Knights of Columbus
Ka Huaka'i (Marriage ministry)
Please call the parish office for information
about joining any of these organizations.

This week at St. Augustine

Sunday, Dec. 15—Third Sunday of Advent
Liturgical color: Rose
6 a.m. Mass—S/I George Luciano
8 a.m. Mass—R/S Clare Eubanks
9 a.m. Religious Education, Annex Building
10 a.m. Mass—S/I Joanne Lee
3 p.m. Divine Mercy (in Tongan)
3:30 p.m. Tongan Religious Education
5 p.m. Mass—R/S Albert Carse
Monday, Dec. 16
Liturgical color: Violet
6:30 a.m. Liturgy of the Hours
7 a.m. Communion Prayer Service
5 p.m. Mass
4:15 p.m. Altar Rosary Society board meeting, Damien Room
Tuesday, Dec. 17
PARISH OFFICE, AUNTY CARMEN’S KITCHEN CLOSED; CHURCH
CLOSED FROM 8 A.M.
Liturgical color: Violet
6:30 a.m. Liturgy of the Hours
7 a.m. Mass—R/S Augusto Camara
No 5 p.m. Mass
Wednesday, Dec. 18
Liturgical color: Violet
6:30 a.m. Liturgy of the Hours
7 a.m. Mass
5 p.m. Mass
6 p.m. RCIA, Damien Room
8 p.m. Tongan Choir, Annex Building, upstairs

Hospitality

Thursday, Dec. 19
Liturgical color: Violet
7 a.m. Mass
4 p.m.-7 p.m. IHS Shower Van, parking lot
5 p.m. Mass—R/S Ann Marie Rodriguez
5:45 p.m. Scripture Reflection, Annex Building, upstairs
8 p.m. Tongan Choir, Annex Building, upstairs

To see our website on your mobile
device, scan this QR code:

Friday, Dec. 20
Liturgical color: Violet
6:30 a.m. Liturgy of the Hours
7 a.m. Mass—R/S John & Kathleen Bero

Aunty Carmen’s Kitchen

Hot meals are served between 11 a.m. and
noon Monday to Friday, except holidays
Join us for doughnuts and juice after all
morning masses on the first Sunday of the
month.

Saturday, Dec. 21—St. Peter Canisius
Liturgical color: Violet
6:30 a.m. Liturgy of the Hours
7 a.m. Mass
Church cleaning: Tongan Community
5 p.m. Mass—S/I Elvin Boggs
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Breaking Open the Word
Third Sunday of Advent

In the Gospel today, Jesus poses a question about why the
crowds wanted to see John the Baptist, asking “What did you
go out to see?” In that crowd were two types of people, those
who were curious and/or incredulous about the infamous wild
man screaming in the desert, and they needed to see it to believe it. Was he really crazy? Is he legit? A mixture of both,
perhaps? Then there were those who didn’t have to be convinced-- those who already absolutely believed in the divine
messages of repentance, baptism, and the coming of our Savior. These people didn’t question, but embraced. They weren’t
standing and gawking, but at the ready to leap into action--- to
be baptized, to confess sins, and to produce good fruit-- to
prepare for the one who is to come.
That same question should resonate in our own souls during
our Advent journey. What did we begin this journey to see? If
looking inward, do we see the broken person in need of repair? Do we see the sinful actions of someone needing to repent? Do we see someone on crooked paths? If looking at our
relationships, do we see a need to rekindle lost friendships, or
perhaps the need to mend some fences?
On this Gaudete Sunday, we modify the question a little by
asking, “Do we see God’s goodness in our lives; those things
that we ought to always rejoice for?”
Whatever questions posed on our Advent journey, the answers should always lead to a path that improves ourselves
and our relationships with God and neighbor, and thus, prepare ourselves for Christ’s coming into the world.
Deacon Keith Cabiles

Readings

First Reading — The barren deserts will rejoice and flower
(Isaiah 35:1-6a, 10).
Psalm — Lord, come and save us (Psalm 146).
Second Reading — Be patient, for the coming of the Lord is
as sure as the rain (James 5:7-10).
Gospel — Tell of what you hear and see: The blind regain
their vision, the crippled their movement, the deaf their hearing (Matthew 11:2-11).

Weekday

Monday: Nm 24:2-7, 15-17a; Ps 25; Mt 21:23-27
Tuesday: Gn 49:2, 8-10; Ps 72; Mt 1:1-17
Wednesday: Jer 23:5-8; Ps 72; Mt 1:18-25
Thursday: Jgs 13:2-7, 24-25a; Ps 71; Lk 1:5-25
Friday: Is 7:10-14; Ps 24; Lk 1:26-38
Saturday: Sg 2:8-14 or Zep 3:14-18a; Ps 33; Lk 1:39-45

Next Sunday

Is 7:10-14; Ps 24:1-6; Rom 1:1-7; Mt 1:18-24
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The O Antiphons of Advent

This week, our celebration of Advent will make a
transition in ritual and texts. Beginning Dec. 17, the
countdown to Christmas sees a heightened sense of
expectation, and a turning from the call of the Baptist
in the wilderness to the events leading up to Jesus’
birth.
Some customs arise from monastic life and practice and spill over into parish life. The Church has
been singing the "O" Antiphons since at least the 8th
century. They are the antiphons that accompany the
Magnificat canticle of Evening Prayer from December 17-23. They are a magnificent theology that uses
ancient biblical imagery drawn from the messianic
hopes of the Old Testament to proclaim the coming
Christ as the fulfillment not only of Old Testament
hopes, but present ones as well.
December 17
O Wisdom of our God Most High,
guiding creation with power and love:
come to teach us the path of knowledge!
December 18
O Leader of the House of Israel,
giver of the Law to Moses on Sinai:
come to rescue us with your mighty power!
December 19
O Root of Jesse’s stem,
sign of God’s love for all his people:
come to save us without delay!
December 20
O Key of David,
opening the gates of God’s eternal Kingdom:
come and free the prisoners of darkness!
December 21
O Radiant Dawn,
splendor of eternal light, sun of justice:
come and shine on those who dwell in darkness
and in the
shadow of death.
December 22
O King of all nations and keystone of the Church:
come and save man, whom you formed from the
dust!
December 23
O Emmanuel, our King and Giver of Law:
come to save us, Lord our God!

Angel Tree 2019

As we continue to "celebrate our past and move forward
in mission" we always look for opportunities to help others
in a special way. This year we are doing
an Angel Tree to give to the Holy Family Hospital of Bethlehem Foundation,
whch treats mothers and babies in the
Holy Land. Holy Family Hospital is
located just 1,500 steps from the birthplace of Christ. Holy Family is a state-of
-the-art maternity and neo-natal critical
care center serving poor and at-risk families in the Holy Land.
The Hospital stands as a beacon of hope for women and
children in Bethlehem, including refugees and those living
in remote desert communities.
If you wish to participate, just take a card or several cards
from the tree in the Church and share with others. Place
your gift in the envelope and send it off to Holy Family
Hospital.
As a primary work of the Order of Malta -- the world's
oldest Christian charity --the hospital serves to further the
Catholic values of preserving life, fostering peace, and giving the hope to those without a voice. No one is ever
turned away.
By participating you help to provide an invaluable resource
to the Holy Land and give mothers and babies there a sense
of HOPE for the future.
Learn more about how you can support the good works of
Holy Family Hospital of Bethlehem Foundation
at www.birthplaceofhope.org.
Mahalo for your kokua

Advent Penance service

The parish Advent Penance Service will be on Monday,
Dec. 16, at 6 p.m.

Daughters of St. Paul Book Fair

The Daughters of St. Paul are visiting our parish for a Book
Fair this weekend. Pauline Books & Media is part of their
larger apostolic mission of spreading the Gospel through social communication. The Sisters will be bringing books for
all ages, DVDs about the lives of saints, music by the Daughters of St Paul Choir, and much more. These items will be
available for purchase after the Masses.

Christmas Mass schedule
Christmas Eve, Tuesday, Dec. 24
NO morning Mass
6 p.m., 9 p.m. and midnight Masses
11:30 p.m. Christmas caroling

Christmas Day, Wednesday, Dec. 25
6 a.m.,8 a.m.,10 a.m. and 5 p.m. Masses

Dec. 26-28

7 a.m. Mass only; No Scripture class on Dec. 26;
No confessions on Dec. 28

Dec. 30-31

7 a.m. Mass only

New Year’s Day
8 a.m. Mass only

ON THE CALENDAR
Dec. 22 Fourth Sunday of Advent
Religious education, 9 a.m. Annex Building
Knights of Columbus Corporate Mass 10 am
Divine Mercy (in Tongan) 3 p.m.
Tongan Religious Education, 3:30 p.m.
Dec. 23 Aunty Carmen’s Kitchen 11 a.m. -noon
Dec. 24 Parish office, Aunty Carmen’s Kitchen closed
Dec. 25 Parish office, Aunty Carmen’s Kitchen closed
Dec. 26 Aunty Carmen’s Kitchen 11 a.m. -noon
IHS Shower Van 4-7 p.m. parking lot
Dec. 27 Aunty Carmen’s Kitchen 11 a.m. -noon
Dec. 29 The Holy Family of Jesus, Mary and Joseph
Dec. 30 Aunty Carmen’s Kitchen 11 a.m. -noon
Dec. 31 Parish office, Aunty Carmen’s Kitchen closed

Jan. 2-4

7 a.m. Mass only

Jan. 7

No confessions

Parish Debt Reduction Collection

Over the years, the Diocese has asked that parishes do an
attendance count for the month of October. For the last two
years there has a dramatic drop of 2,000 people attending St.
Augustine for Sunday liturgy. With that said, it means that
contributions to the parish have dropped significantly. This
year especially with the additional challenges of unexpected
payables, we are doubly challenged. Other pastors are facing
the same dilemma even with a larger stable community. St.
Augustine is quite unique and different since we have a very
small base community. Therefore, the Debt Reduction collection will continue as it is additional income that we would
not otherwise receive.
Mahalo to our parishioners who use the parish stewardship
envelope system, especially for increasing your gift to the
parish.
Mahalo nui loa to all who continue to assist our parish during
these times of greater challenge, may you all be blessed for
what you share.
Aloha, Fr. Lane

Christmas
caroling
Students from the Tongan
Community Religious Education program sang Christmas carols at Shriners Hospital for Children and made
gingerbread houses with the
patients on Dec. 7.

St. Augustine Christmas party

St. Augustine Parish’s annual Christmas party will be
held on Saturday, Jan. 4, from 10 a.m. to 2 p.m. at the
Marriott Hotel. Tickets are $40 and may be purchased in
the parish office

Church, parish office closed Dec. 17

The Church, the parish office and Aunty Carmen’s Kitchen will be closed on Tuesday Dec. 17 because of electricial work on the property. There will be no 5 p.m. Mass.

Stewardship envelopes available

The 2020 Stewardship Envelopes are available to be
picked up in the church. Be sure to check the listing for
correct info and number. DO NOT take someone else's
envelopes. If you need assistance, please ask or contact
the parish office. Parents with children, please have your
children pick up their stewardship envelopes as well. No
need to sign in, just have them place their names on the
envelopes.

Follow us on social media for
weekly updates!
@dmmedcenter

Facebook

Instagram

Twitter
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