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St. Augustine by-the-sea Parish 
130 Ohua Ave. 

Honolulu, HI 96815 

Phone: (808) 923-7024 

Fax: (808) 922-4086 

e-mail: staugustinebythesea@gmail.com 

Web: www.staugustinebythesea.com 

Parish secretary: Bev Tavake 

Pastoral Council President: Theresa Kong Kee 

Finance Committee chairman: Jim Dannemil-

ler 

 

Office hours 
Monday-Thursday 8 a.m. to 4 p.m.; closed 

noon to 1 p.m. Friday, 8 a.m. to noon. Closed 

Saturday, Sunday and holidays. 

 

Sacraments 
Reconciliation: 6:30-6:45 a.m. and 4:30-4:45 

p.m. Tuesday-Thursday; 3-4 p.m. Saturday. 

Baptism: Call the parish office for information. 

Marriage: Email staugustineweddingcoordina-

tor@gmail.com before making arrangements. 

Confirmation: Call the parish office for infor-

mation. 

Funerals: Call the parish office when finalizing 

services with the mortuary. 

 

Religious education 
Contact the parish office to enroll your child in 

religious education classes or to inquire about 

the Rite of Christian Initiation for Adults. 

 

Parish organizations 
Altar Rosary Society  

Holy Name Society 

Tongan Society 

Knights of Columbus   

Ka Huaka'i (Marriage ministry) 

Please call the parish office for information 

about joining any of these organizations. 

 

Aunty Carmen’s Kitchen 
Hot meals are served between 11 a.m. and noon 

Monday to Friday, except holidays 

 

To register 
Call the parish office to register and to sign up 

for envelopes 

 

Bulletin deadline 
Material to be considered in the bulletin must 

be submitted to the parish office by noon on 

the Monday before the Sunday of publication.  

 

Hospitality 
Join us for doughnuts and juice after all morn-

ing masses on the first Sunday of the month. 
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This week at St. Augustine 
Sunday, Feb. 14--First Sunday in Lent 

St. Valentine’s Day 

Liturgical color: Violet 

6 a.m. Mass—R/S Jean Orig; S/I A.J. Luedke 

7:15 a.m. Rosary 

8 a.m. Mass—R/S Zeb Rich, Jerry Galang  

10 a.m. Mass— S/I Sage and the Kong Kee Family, Dr. Orlando Sanidad 

(healing); R/S Jeanette Gramling, Hedel & Hermann Pelletier 

5 p.m. Mass—R/S Dr. Joseph & Joan Striz  

 

Monday, Feb. 15 

PARISH OFFICE AND AUNTY CARMEN’S KITCHEN CLOSED 

Presidents Day 

Liturgical color:  Violet 

6:30 a.m. Liturgy of the Hours 

7 a.m. Mass 

No 5 p.m. Mass   

6 p.m. Faith sharing group, Damien Meeting Room  

  

Tuesday, Feb. 16 

Liturgical color:  Violet 

6:30 a.m. Liturgy of the Hours 

7 a.m. Communion Prayer Service 

5 p.m. Mass—S/I Dolly Rich; R/S Zeb Rich  

5:30 p.m. Novena to Our Lady of Perpetual Help 

  

Wednesday, Feb. 17--The Seven Holy Founders of the Servite Order 

Liturgical color:  Violet 

6:30 a.m. Liturgy of the Hours 

7 a.m. Mass  

5 p.m. Mass—R/S Lester Chin  

6:30 p.m. RCIA, Damien Meeting Room  

8 p.m. Tongan Choir, Annex Building, upstairs 

 

Thursday, Feb. 18 

Liturgical color:  Violet 

6:30 a.m. Liturgy of the Hours 

7 a.m. Mass  

5 p.m. Mass  

 

Friday,  Feb. 19 

Day of Abstinence 

Liturgical color:  Violet 

6:30 a.m. Liturgy of the Hours 

7 a.m. Mass 

5 p.m. Mass 

5:30 p.m. Stations of the Cross 

6 p.m. Soup supper, Damien Meeting Room 

7 p.m. Tongan Stations of the Cross 

  

 Saturday, Feb. 20 

Liturgical color: Violet 

6:30 a.m. Liturgy of the Hours 

7 a.m. Mass 

Church cleaning:   Tongan Society/A/Catechist’s Mystery  

5 p.m. Mass—R/S Dick Green, Eucario Castro; S/I Sage & the Kong Kee 

Family  



Breaking open the Word   
First Sunday in Lent 

 Reflection 
 In the study of religion, orthopraxy is correct conduct, 

both ethical and liturgical, as opposed to faith or grace. 

This contrasts with orthodoxy, which emphasizes correct 

belief and ritualism, the use of rituals meaning 'correct 

practice'. While orthodoxies use codified beliefs in the 

form of creeds, and ritualism centers on adherence to pre-

scribed rites or rituals, orthopraxy focuses on family, cul-

tural integrity, tradition, sacrificial offerings, concerns of 

purity, ethical systems, and the enforcement thereof. 

  The readings today and this entire week speak to us 

Christians about orthopraxy. That self-reliance, power, 

self-interest as systems of lifting us up, supporting, de-

fending only serve as derangement. 

  Faith as a repeated response renewed each time we en-

counter our Creator in the world leads us to build upon the 

freedom that is not just about liberation from but freedom 

for. As we seek to understand the meaning of Jesus' death 

and resurrection with the ultimate goal of changing our 

lives not only our waistlines. Fidelity calls us as faithful, 

loyal believers to an intentional relationship of belief, 

trust, hope and obedience which can only strengthen us.    

  “We are a people in trouble” through domination, dis-

crimination, and oppression to achieve personal success. 

We watch disinterestedly as our brothers and sisters suffer 

the pain of war, poverty, hunger, disease, homelessness, 

exile and death. We rid ourselves of “the enemy” through 

divorce, war, abortion, and the death penalty.  

  We are a people whose God is “rich in mercy,” a God 

who “has heard our cry and seen our affliction.” Lent is 

our prayer that this merciful God bring us back to the life 

Jesus has won for us. 

  The Christian lives under the interior law of liberty, a 

permanent call to us to turn away from self-sufficiency to 

confidence in God and from concern for self to sincere 

love of neighbor. Thus takes place His genuine liberation 

and the gift of Himself for the freedom of others. 

Sr. Cheryl Wint osf 

Readings 
First Reading — The Israelites offer the LORD first fruits of 

the products of their new land (Deuteronomy 26:4-10). 

Psalm — Be with me, Lord, when I am in trouble (Ps 91). 

Second Reading — All who express faith in the risen Christ 

and confess that he is Lord will be saved (Romans 10:8-13). 

Gospel — Jesus was led into the desert by the Spirit and was 

tempted (Luke 4:1-13).  

Weekday 
Monday: Lv 19:1-2, 11-18; Ps 19; Mt 25:31-46 

Tuesday: Is 55:10-11; Ps 34; Mt 6:7-15 

Wednesday: Jon 3:1-10; Ps 51; Lk 11:29-32 

Thursday: Est C:12, 14-16, 23-25; Ps 138; Mt 7:7-12 

Friday: Ez 18:21-28; Ps 130; Mt 5:20-26 

Saturday: Dt 26:16-19; Ps 119; Mt 5:43-48 

Next Sunday’s reading 
 Gn 15:5-12, 17-18; Ps 27; Phil 3:17 — 4:1; Lk 9:28b-36 

  
 

 Prayer for the first week of Lent 
A time to re-align priorities,  

have more reflective time each day 
 

  This first week of Lent is the time we are given to begin 

our Lenten patterns, to re-

align our priorities, and to 

make use of more reflec-

tive time each day.  

  It is a time to fast and 

abstain from those things 

that hinder our relationship 

with the Lord, and to con-

sider being more generous 

to the poor.  

  As we make this begin-

ning, we are offered some 

beautiful instruction about 

what is expected of us.    

   These readings describe a very Jesus-like love.  

  We can examine our care for the hungry, thirsty, naked, 

sick or imprisoned.  

  We can reflect upon who in our lives needs us and whether 

we love them as we want to be loved.  

  And we can look at the deeper things, like our anger or 

how we treat others, and 

our response to those 

who are our “enemies.”  

  What is most im-

portant this first week, 

beyond a sharper exami-

nation of our conscienc-

es, is to see this as a 

time for God's grace to 

work in us.  

  So, it is a time to ask 

for the graces we are 

starting to see we need.  

  Each morning this 

week we can ask our 

Lord to help us focus this day on the neediest people around 

us. 

   We can ask to begin new patterns this week by practicing 

special charity and love, where I haven't been so generous or 

kind before.  

  The key is to ask and to be very specific.  

  Then, throughout the day, we can keep talking with our 

Lord, in the “background” about these graces we ask for and 

the concrete circumstances we find ourselves in.  

  It is in the particular events of our day that we will become 

attentive to our need for our Lord's presence and grace, as 

well as our need to choose a new pattern.  

  Each evening, we can briefly review the day and recognize 

some missed opportunities to connect with the Lord or take 

advantage of a situation here or there, but most of all, we 

can thank the Lord for the moments of connection that have 

begun our Lenten journey. 

Creighton University Online Ministries 



  

 

 

 

 

LENT 
  During Lent, the Church calls us to prayer, fasting, alms-

giving and penance.  Prayer deepens our relationship with 

God. Fasting helps us to be more aware of our sisters and 

brothers in need and reminds us to be selfless. Almsgiving 

is a way of practicing generosity and  reminds us that all 

that we have is a gift and is meant to be shared. Through 

penance and the Sacrament of Reconciliation we can  

change sinful patterns.  

  The Church offers us many opportunities to grow in Lent: 

Prayer  
Daily Mass: Monday-Friday,7 am & 5 pm.; Saturday: 7 am 

Liturgy of the Hours: 6:30 a.m. Monday-Saturday 

Stations of the Cross: 5:30 pm Fridays, 7 pm in Tongan. 

Parish Mission: Feb. 22-24 

Build prayer into your daily life through online re-

sources: Sacredspace.ie,  Prayingeachday.org, ebrevia-

ry.com, apostleshipofprayer.org,   lectio.americanbible.org 

Apps for your smart phone or tablet: 
Magnificat, Divine Office, iMissal 

 

Fasting 
The two days of  fasting during Lent are Ash Wednesday 

and Good Friday. But penitential fasting in Lent is a won-

derful exercise when we want to ask for an important grace 

from God.  It is not that our fasting "earns" God's attention, 

but by fasting, we clarify our thinking and our feeling.  It is 

purifying and prepares us to pray more deeply. 

Almsgiving 

Operation Rice Bowl: Practice almsgiving through Opera-

tion Rice Bowl and benefit those served by Catholic Relief 

Service throughout the world. Rice bowls will be available 

at the church entrances. Return the Rice Bowl with your 

monetary donations at Holy Thursday Mass.  

Lent food drive: Collection of non-perishable, unopened 

food items (not past expiration date) to Palm Sunday. 

Sacrificial giving:  Lent is a good time to practice sacrifi-

cial giving. Do I need that latte or yet another gadget or new 

outfit? Would my money be better spent in outreach to the 

poor and marginalized? Do I give enough back to God? 

 

Penance 

To abstain is to not eat meat or any meat byproducts (such 

as gravy some soups).  Its purpose is to be an act of penance 

- an act of sacrifice, that helps us grow in freedom to make 

much bigger sacrifices. The prescribed days of abstinence 

are Ash Wednesday and every Friday during Lent.     

Sacrament of Reconciliation: 6:30-6:45 am. and 4:30-4:45 

pm. Tuesday-Thursday; 3-4 pm. Saturday. 

Parish Communal Lent Reconciliation Service: 6 p.m., 

Feb. 24. 

 Going deeper in Lent 
  Lent isn’t simply about us “giving up” something.  The 

real grace is when we recognize that Lent is a season in 

which God wants to give us something.  God wants to help 

us transform our lives.   It is much easier for us to simply 

choose something to give up -- then we can dismiss 

Lent!  “I am giving up TV for Lent.”  “I am giving up 

movies...  Snacks...  Soda 

pop.”   We give it up and exer-

cise our willpower for 40 days to 

prove to ourselves and to God 

that we can do it. And at the end 

of Lent we can return to what we 

gave up.   

  But this year we might reflect 

and ask the deeper question: 

What is God inviting me to 

change this Lent? Where am I 

feeling uncomfortable with the 

choices I am making? With the things I have done? With 

the habitual ways I respond? The Lord will be speaking to 

me in those small nagging moments of discomfort in my 

heart. 

It might be that we know deep down that we drink too 

much and that giving up alcohol would make us less irrita-

ble each night.  Then giving up alcohol would be the right 

thing. Asking what we would like to change about our-

selves this Lent requires a little reflection.  What pattern of 

behavior in my life needs changing?  What do I need more 
of in my life?  Patience? Unselfishness?  More loving be-

havior toward my spouse or children? 

  But each of us can think of something that gets in the 

way of our being loving and self-sacrificing.  Too often 

the ordinary conflicts, divisions and difficulties in our 

family life result from simple selfishness on my part.  I 

choose to fight.  I choose to defend my opinion.  I choose 

to use things I know about my partner, my children, my 

parents against them. I choose to hurt them. 

  The results of that behavior are never good and always 

divisive.  We can imagine a Lenten practice in which each 

of us would tell members of our family – those whom we 

have most offended in these ways -- that we are sorry and 

ask them to help us to work with us to bring more unity 

and peace to our family life. 

  We can ask: What would it cost me to change this behav-

ior?  What would it mean if I didn’t walk around my fami-

ly acting crabby all the time?  What if I decided to be 

much more loving and patient with my spouse this 

Lent?  What if I did decide to “give up” something really 

destructive in my life, like alcohol, anger, food or other 

addictions?  As I reflect, I might realize that changing a 

particular way I live is coming to me as a call from God 

and I don't have to do it alone. God is moving my heart to 

reflect on these changes and God will remain faithful and 

help me to stay open to the grace being offered to me for 

change. 



Sidewalk remodeling 
  The City and County will soon continue the remod-

eling of the Kalakaua Avenue sidewalk. With the re-

modeling of the sidewalk, the driveway onto Kalakaua 

will no longer be used as an exit. Thus, parking will be 

a greater challenge when this takes place.  

  We are looking at other options, such as parking 

offsite, valet parking, etc. This will be a major detri-

ment for attendance on weekends until the new park-

ing structure is built.  We have requested that the sec-

tion in front of the church be done at the end of the 

project.  

  Pray that we all have patience and understanding.  

 

Augustine Education Fund 
  The second collection this weekend is for the Augus-

tine Education Fund, which provides tuition assistance 

to families with students in Catholic schools in Ha-

waii. Your support of this second collection helps Ha-

waii families, including families in St. Augustine par-

ish,  provide a Catholic education for their children. 

. 

Stewardship of treasure 
Collection for the week ended Feb. 7:  $10,157.39  

Repair and maintenance fund:   $5,632.02  

Children’s collection:   $28.00  

 

How does Laudato Si speak  

to all of us in the parish?  
  The St. Augustine faith sharing group has been read-

ing and reflecting on Pope Francis’ encyclical on the 

environment, “Laudato Si: On Care for Our Common 

Home.” In this encyclical, the Pope asks all of us to 

look deeply at our consumer-driven society and throw-

away culture and the results of our actions – or in-

action.   

  As part of its ongoing reflection, the faith-sharing 

group seeks to reach out to all of the parish to ask pa-

rishioners to share in the ongoing reflection.  

  The group was struck by Pope Francis’ citation of a 

question raised by the Catholic bishops of New Zea-

land:  “What does the commandment ‘Thou shalt not 

kill’ mean when ‘twenty percent of the world's popula-

tion consumes resources at a rate that robs the poor 

nations and future generations of what they need to 

survive?’”  

  What are our responsibilities as Catholics in response 

to the question posed by the New Zealand bishops? 

How can we improve our treatment of others, animals, 

and mother earth as a whole? Does it call us to life-

style changes individually, as a state, as a nation? 

  St. Augustine’s faith sharing group meets next on 

Monday, Feb. 15 at 6 p.m. in the Damien Meeting 

Room.   

   

2015 contribution statements 
  Stewardship statements were sent out recently for your tax 

filings.  Please contact the parish office if there is a discrepancy 

or inaccuracy in our reporting of your stewardship for 2015. 

  Mahalo nui loa to all who shared generously to support the 

works and ministries of our parish community. Blessings al-

ways for being "Stewards of Joy".    For those who have not yet 

picked up your 2016 stewardship envelopes, they will be in the 

sacristy until the end of February.  

 
Parish Lenten Mission Feb. 22-24 
  The parish Lenten Mission, with a theme of stewardship, will 

be held in the church Feb. 22-24 at 6 p.m. each evening. There 

will be a Penance service Feb. 24.  

 

Join us for Stations, soup on Fridays 
  The Knights of Columbus are providing a light soup supper 

on Fridays in Lent after the 5:30 p.m. Stations of the Cross. 

Please join us in the Damien Meeting Room  for food and fel-

lowship immediately following the Stations of the Cross.  

 

Lenten food drive for the homeless  
  Every Tuesday, the outreach ministry of Our Lady of Kea’au 

on the Waianae Coast serves more than 300 hot meals to home-

less individuals and families. This includes those who live on 

the beach as well as those in the emergency shelter in Waianae.  

  In addition, Our Lady of Kea’au provides food packages to 

those who come to their door seeking help. The need is great 

and is growing. 

  As a part of our outreach ministry the parish of St. Augustine 

will be collecting nonperishable food items and toiletries for 

the Outreach Ministry at Our Lady of Kea’au  from Ash 

Wednesday through Palm Sunday. This annual Lenten food 

drive brings home to us the very real needs of so many of our 

brothers and sisters.  We have supported the Franciscan Sisters 

who operate this outreach ministry for several years. Drop off 

your nonperishable food items (particularly canned meats and 

canned meals such as spaghetti and canned vegetables and 

fruit) and unopened toiletries in marked boxes in the church.  

 

  
Soprano Barbara Vorbeck  
  Barbara Vorbeck, who with her hus-

band, Dr. Christian Vorbcck, gave an 

organ and soprano concert at St. Augus-

tine last July, died recently. The Vor-

becks were professional recitalists who 

traveled the world giving concerts.  

  Many in the parish remember the Vor-

becks fondly, and they, in turn, were 

most appreciative of the hospitality they 

experienced at St. Augustine. 

  Please pray for the repose of Barbara’s 

soul and keep her husband, Christian, in your prayers as well. 


