
1

Clematis

Clematises are beautiful climbing plants which 
add decoration to trellises and walls.  Garland® 
and Boulevard® clematises are perfect planted 
in gardens, as well as within containers. Con-
tainer clematises come in a range of colours, 
making them one way to bring unique flowers to 
the deck, patio, balcony, or indoors. 

Potting and Planting

The optimum time to plant a clematis is either the early spring or during autumn, although with 
proper care they can be planted at almost any time. As clematises love sunlight, find a well-lit 
place near the base of a wall, fence or trellis. The clematis should be placed 30 cm away from 
the base and from feeding roots to give the plant’s roots room to grow. If potting the clematis, 
chose a container whic h is at least 45cm wide by 45cm deep.  Dig the hole about 5 cm 
deeper than the roots of the clematis you are planting, then place the plant in the hole. Refill 
with a mixture of soil and compost until the crown is covered by 5 cm, and then firm the soil. 
Water the plant after planting to help it establish quickly. For the first year, the plant should 
receive 3 gallons of water per week. 

Garden Care

Once the clematis is planted, look at positioning other plants, such as hostas, around the roots 
to help keep the sun off. Another option is to use patio stones to provide shade.  Using mulch 
can also help reduce the heat around the root system as well as retain moisture. During 
summer months, it is advisable to water 2-3 times per week, up to twice daily in case of severe 
heat and drought. 

Pruning Care

Your pruning strategy for the clematis should change depending on how the plant blooms. 
Plants which bloom during the early summer on old growth need to have weak or dead 
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Pruning care (cont’d)

branches pruned right after flowering. This allows you to encourage regrowth of strong buds. 
Plants which bloom on old growth as well as new growth during the late spring and early 
summer, like the Boulevard® Collection, just need to be lightly trimmed of dead stems in late 
winter or early spring. Clematises which only bloom on new growth, such as the Garland® col-
lection, bloom best if trimmed down near ground level to just above a strong set of buds in the 
early spring. 

Clematis Wilt

Clematis wilt is a fungus which targets clematises specifically. The easiest way to avoid clema-
tis wilt is to ensure that the clematis is planted in an area with good drainage. Prevent the plant 
from remaining damp or getting tangled. If the plant still develops clematis wilt, cut affected 
stems as close to the ground as possible and remove quickly. Try to avoid contact with the 
ground or other parts of the plant to prevent the fungus from spreading. Clean pruning tools 
with a bleach solution afterwards to help prevent spreading the disease as well. Dispose of the 
affected stems through garbage disposal or through burning. Cutting the remaining stems near 
the ground at the end of the season should help prevent recurrence, but treating the soil with 
copper-based fungicides is recommended by some gardeners to ensure healthy regrowth. 


