Recessed LED lighting illuminates the exterior of the home,
where a floating stairway with a powder-coated steel frame
can be viewed through tall, floor-to-ceiling glass windows. A
spacious poured concrete drive is patterned in a grid motif.

SCENIC ON THE RIVER
Created By An Award-Winning Architectural Design Team, This Waterfront
Home In Jacksonville Features An Open Floor Plan With Soaring Ceilings
Phil Kean, Phil Kean Design Group, Winter Park, FL
Rob Turner, Phil Kean Design Group, Winter Park, FL
builder David Rinzler, Browdy & Browdy, Inc., Jacksonville, FL
text Charlotte Safavi
photography Michael Pelzer, Orlando, FL
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WHEN DAVID RINZLER, A JACKSONVILLE-BASED HOMEOWNER
and luxury home builder, first laid eyes on this spectacular property situated on the St. Johns
River, in Jacksonville, Fla., he was showing it to a prospective client. “Even though you
couldn’t see the river through the thick lot filled with trees and brush, I knew it was a
beautiful location,” says Rinzler, of the 100-foot-wide and 300-foot-deep swath of densely
wooded land that would soon become his own. Turns out his instincts were spot on. Once
the land was cleared, the expansive views of a very scenic part of the river revealed itself.
Situated on a quiet cul-de-sac, this two-story 4,300-square-foot waterfront property
commands a clean-lined contemporary presence in a city that is not known for its modern

In the casual kitchen and dining area, functional
countertops in Cambria quartz and a table that
seats eight edged with chairs from Donghia, create
a convenient place to both prepare meals and dine.

A two-story ceiling soars
above the open living
area that is fashioned
with a sophisticated gray
chenille sofa decorated
with striped accent
pillows. A simple floor
lamp from Scan Design
casts a warm glow.

architecture. “A lot of modern
architecture tends to feel cold and
I really wanted a warm modern
home,” the owner says. He had
seen one of the houses awardwinning architect Phil Kean had
built, and decided to reach out to
him and his colleague designer
Rob Turner.
Kean designed the exterior
with a creamy stucco façade
inset with a textured quartz
stone tower. Whispering palms
draw guests to the gracious front
entry, where once inside, a large
open floor plan comes into view.
“When you walk in the front
door you immediately get a big
picture of the water straight
through the house,” the architect
says. Rinzler also wanted a home
environment that was welcoming
and conducive to frequent
entertaining. “I loved the idea of
encompassing the living, dining
and kitchen area functions into
one single large space,” he says.
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A favorite indoor-outdoor space, the
lanai is designed with a dining table
surrounded by vibrant blue Lucite chairs
by Calligaris that are in perfect position
to view the sun set over the river.

A pleasing palette of cream and
gray with pops of blue prevails on the
inside and outside of the home, along
with white porcelain tile throughout.
To create spatial definition, the living
area is designed with a voluminous
two-story ceiling and numerous
floor-to-ceiling windows to catch the
stunning panorama. “My approach
with the interior design was to capture
the dramatic views, while creating
an environment with a soothing
juxtaposition of colors and textures,”
Turner says. A chenille covered sofa
and leather recliner from RC Furniture,
along with two Hickory Chair
armchairs, cluster around a customdesigned mahogany cocktail table with
a cached velvet ottoman. “The ottoman
provides extra seating and can be easily
tucked inside the cocktail table,” the
designer says.
A dropped floating ceiling creates
a more intimate space in the adjacent
dining and kitchen area, where informal

far left: Upstairs, an intimate sitting area is defined
by a shapely area rug. “Nemo,” from YLighting, is a
modern interpretation of a classic candle chandelier,
that suspends stylishly from the two-story ceiling.

left: In

another area of the lanai, family and friends
get cozy on chairs from Brown Jordan that are
positoned to enjoy a custom-designed fireplace
with a stone wall crafted by Ferid Marble & Tile.
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Outdoors, a custom-designed pool is inset with a cushioned bench and a Jacuzzi
created with mosaic tiles in blue hues that sparkle in the sunlight. Family and friends
can relax in style on chaise lounges from Brown Jordan’s Kolo Collection.

SUBSCRIBE NOW!
SAVE 50%*
OFF THE COVER PRICE

www.floridadesign.com

THE MAGAZINE FOR FINE INTERIOR DESIGN & FURNISHINGS

VOLUME 26#1

Dazzling Design and
Bold Architecture
Furniture Shows
Miami to Paris

1 Year $19.99
(4 issues)
2 Years $27.99

entertaining seems almost effortless. Chairs designed by Constantini Pietro line a
Cattelan Italia dining table in natural walnut, while kitchen cabinetry finished in an
espresso-stained veneer add warmth to the space.
Upstairs in the loft, a more intimate sitting area is created with “Hugo” chairs
from Cantoni, and on the wall, a large abstract painting by artist Pamela Sukhum
adds a pop of blue color. “We were inspired by Mid-century style furnishings, but
their scale and comfort reflects our lifestyle today,” Turner says.
The lanai features a relaxed dining area with blue Lucite chairs from Calligaris,
and another more intimate seating area with a fireplace set within a custom stone
wall designed by Kean. Motorized Phantom screens seal off these spaces from the
elements, while keeping them connected to the home. ”In the summer, the screens
help those areas stay cool,” Keen says. “In the winter, they protect them from heat loss.”
Outdoors, a spiral stairway connects a second-story balcony to the lanai as well as
the sparkling pool and spa area, where the homeowner can relax and enjoy carefree
days in the Florida sunshine. “The house is perfect,” Rinzler says. “It lives great for
everyday, and is perfect for entertaining family and friends.”
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SOURCES
Living Area
Sofa and leather armchair - RC Furniture,
Industry, CA
Armchairs by sliding doors- Hickory Chair
Furniture Co., Hickory, NC
Striped accent pillow fabric on sofa - Pollack, Donghia, DCOTA,
Dania Beach, FL
Taupe accent pillow fabric on sofa - Brentano, Donghia, DCOTA,
Dania Beach, FL
Accent pillow fabric on chair - Mokum,
Holly Hunt Miami, Miami, FL
Cocktail table, ottoman and brown accent table - Custom designed
by Phil Kean Design Group, Winter Park, FL
Cocktail table and ottoman fabricated by Royal Upholstery,
Orlando, FL
Brown accent table fabricated by Frank Bennett, Inc.,
Longwood, FL
Metal table - Knoll, Allmodern.com, Boston, MA
Floor lamp - Scan Design, Jacksonville, FL
Area rug - Stratford, The Floor Club, Jacksonville, FL
Flooring - The Tile Market, Jacksonville, FL
Dining/Kitchen Area
Table - Cattelan Italia, Cantoni, Atlanta, GA
Chairs - Constantino Pietro, Donghia, DCOTA,
Dania Beach, FL
Floral arrangements - Kelly’s Bloom Room, Jacksonville, FL
Cabinetry - River City Custom Cabinetry, Jacksonville, FL
Recessed lighting - Stewart Lighting, Jacksonville, FL
Lanai/Dining Area
Table - Room & Board, Atlanta, GA
Chairs - Calligaris, Bloomingdales Home Store, Chicago, IL
Flooring - Imola Ceramica, The Tile Market, Jacksonville, FL
Upstairs Loft
Railings - Custom dsigned by Classic Iron Décor, Inc., Jacksonville, FL
Chandelier - Nemo, Ylighting.com, Walnut Creek, CA
Brick wall treatment - Alexander Morgan Tile Gallery,
Winter Park, FL
Sofa - Liberty Furniture, Jacksonville, FL
Accent pillow fabric - Kelly Wearstler, Kravit, Inc., DCOTA,
Dania Beach, FL
Chairs - Cantoni, Atlanta, GA
Accent table - West Elm, Jacksonville, FL
Large artwork - Infinite Vision Art, Minneapolis, MN
Small artwork - Chihuly Gallery,
St. Petersburg, FL
Recessed lighting - Stewart Lighting, Jacksonville, FL
Area rug and flooring - The Floor Club, Jacksonville, FL
Lanai/Sitting Area
Chairs - Brown Jordan, Atlanta, GA
Fireplace - Napoleon Fireplaces, Ontario, Canada
Stone wall - Custom designed by Phil Kean Design Group,
Winter Park, FL
Fabricated by Ferid Marble & Tile, Jacksonville, FL
Cocktail table - West Elm, Jacksonville, FL
Screens - Phantom Screens, Sumas, WA
Pendant lighting - Ylighting.com, Walnut Creek, CA
Flooring - Imola Ceramica, The Tile Market, Inc., Jacksonville, FL
Pool Area
Pool - Custom designed and fabricated by Pools by John Clarkson,
Jacksonville, FL
Jacuzzi - Pools by John Clarkson, Jacksonville, FL
Mosaic tiles - Traditions in Tile, Jacksonville, FL
Cushioned bench in pool - Custom designed and fabricated by
Browdy & Browdy, Inc., Jacksonville, FL
Chaises - Brown Jordan, Atlanta, GA
Spiral stairway - Custom fabricated by Classic Iron
Décor,Jacksonville, FL
Wood decking fabricated by Browdy & Browdy, Inc., Jacksonville, FL
Lighting - Ylighting, Walnut Creek, CA u

