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Dr. Matthew Lim
Optometrist
New Patients Welcome
• Comprehensive Eye Exams
• Contact Lens Fitting & Training
• Glaucoma, Cataracts, Diabetes &
  Macular Degeneration Co-management
• Diagnosis and Treatment of Ocular Disease

905-936-3112
13 Queen Street S., Tottenham, Ontario

Stay safe
and
stay

healthy!

Time to get your
GARDEN READY
Check out our FRESH SELECTION!

Time to get your
GARDEN READY
Check out our vincesmarket.ca

FIND OUR FLYER ONLINE

“Shop like
you live here!”

Sherry Ward, owner of Details Gift Shop in downtown Alliston, is seen picking up her weekly 
stock of produce from an ABIA RURBAN Farmers Market in August of last year. The Alliston BIA 
aims to re-open the RURBAN Farmers Market next Saturday, June 6. For more, see Page 5.
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$10,000$10,000CASH BACK

Contact Us Today to Learn More

FLATOGROUP.COM

This offer is only valid for a limited time. Cannot be combined with any additional cash back offers. Only one cash back offer per lot will be 
released 1 year after closing. Flato Developments has the right to explain all offers and promotions outlining regulations for this offer. Prices 

and specifications are subject to change without notice. Offers void where prohibited. E. & O.E.

The $10,000 cash back incentive will be given to all 
frontline workers 1 year after their purchase agreement 
is signed for the purchase of their new home.

This offer is only valid to the following frontline workers:

Healthcare Workers such as Pharmacists and all Hospital Employees with 
a Hospital ID Tag and First Responders such as Police Officers, EMTs and 

Firefighters.
This offer applies to all projects currently selling.  Offer is valid on new purchases between May 1st to July 31st 

To show our appreciation to all frontline workers  and thank them for their con-
tribution to the communities, Flato will offer a cash back incentive to all of these 

courageous individuals who purchase a home from  Flato Developments.

to all frontline workers of COVID-19

info@flatogroup.com
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“Working for you is 
what I do. I don’t just 

list, I listen too.”

Proud supporter of the BAA Hockey program

COVID-19 Stay-cation? No problem. Bring the beach to your 
family in this 2289 sq.ft., living space, 4bdrm, 2+2 baths 
Sidesplit with 16’x32’ pool on large in town lot. $649,000 
www.12McKeown.com

3D Visual tour available for easy at-home viewing

First-time buyers or those looking for a live-on one level home 
without monthly fees? 1942 sq.ft., living space, 3 bedrooms, 
fi n. bsmt w/2nd Kitchen for potential of In-law suite or shared 
family living, Large heated 24’x24’ Garage workshop w/sep loft 
area. $569,999

BEETON TOTTENHAM

BY SAM ODROWSKI 
LOCAL JOURNALISM INITIATIVE REPORTER

Bookworms throughout New Te-
cumseth rejoice! All three of the 
Town’s library branches introduced 
curbside pickup on Monday, allowing 
readers to check out physical books for 
the first time in roughly 10 weeks.  

The curbside pickup is available 
Mondays, Wednesdays, and Fridays 
from 10:30 a.m. to 4:30 p.m. and pa-
trons can request books by calling 705-
435-5651 in Alliston, 905-729-3726 
in Beeton, or 905-936-2291 in Totten-
ham. Alternatively, they can visit www.
ntpl.ca and fill out a Curbside Request 
Form. 

“We’ve already had a lot of people 
calling in and putting in their orders, 
so there’s definitely a lot of excitement 
about this,” said Graeme Peters, Inter-
im CEO at the library. 

While New Tecumseth has offered e-
books throughout the COVID-19 pan-
demic, not everyone tech savvy or has 
access to an e-reader.

“A lot of our patrons aren’t online 
and we were totally missing that popu-
lation, so we’re really happy we’re able 
to offer something for them as well,” 
said Peters.

Currently the local library is solely 
offering curbside pickup, without de-
livery services at this time but Peters 
said they may look into mailing or 
transporting books to those without ac-
cess in the future.

The library has been tasked with im-
plementing curbside pickup since Pre-
mier Doug Ford’s announcement that 
libraries would be allowed to offer the 
service on May 16. 

“We just spent the last week and a 
half scrambling to get rules and guide-
lines and health and safety things in 
place because we want to keep our staff 
safe and we want to keep the public 
safe,” Peters said.

Staff will be wearing full Personal 
Protective Equipment when handling 
the books or any library materials and 
enacting safety measures where they 
can to limit COVID-19’s spread.

Meanwhile, much of the public miss-
es visiting their local library as it has 
long been a vital part of the community 

and acts as a community hub for Town 
residents.

“I think this has been a challenge for 
a lot of people and I think libraries play 
a big role, especially in a context like 
the present one, where people are stuck 
at home and looking for things to oc-
cupy themselves,” Peters said.

“It offers a diversion, it helps them 
stay engaged and feel like they’re a 
part of something bigger.”

Peters said the library staff are excit-
ed for the day when patrons can safely 
use the facility again in whatever ca-
pacity that may be.

“I suspect it’s going to be kind of 
a phased and staged reopening where 
we’ll have limited amounts of people 
able to come in at a time and limited 
amounts of people able to use our com-
puters or things like that,” he explained.

The layout of the library may actu-
ally have to change to be compliant 
with health and safety guidelines but 
the specifics of a full reopening are still 
unknown, according to Peters. 

He said they’re waiting on more de-
tails from the Provincial government, 
so they can efficiently work through 
each phase of Ontario’s reopening 
plans. 

The new Tottenham Library Branch, 
which was originally slated for comple-
tion in January of 2020 but was pushed 
to June, has endured additional delays 
because of COVID-19.

Peters said this is the reality for 
many construction projects across the 
province but he’s hopeful for a comple-
tion in August or September, although 
it’s not for certain.

“We’ll just have to roll with the 
punches and hopefully we open that 
new branch soon,” he said.

Going forward, in regards to curb-
side pickup, Peters said the library will 
scale it up or scale it back depending on 
demand over the next few weeks and 
will be looking into interlibrary loans 
or similar programs going forward. 

Online groups, services, and out-
reach initiatives are continuing. To stay 
up to date visit the “New Tecumseth 
Public Library” page on Facebook.

“I’m really happy we’re able to step 
up our service level going forward,” 
Peters said.

New Tecumseth libraries launch
curbside pickup 

BY SAM ODROWSKI
LOCAL JOURNALISM
INITIATIVE REPORTER

As studies reveal COVID-19’s prevalence 
is exponentially more common than what was 
originally captured through conventional tests, 
Canadian health officials say this demonstrates 
the importance of antibody testing. 

Through antibody tests it can be determined 
whether a person has already had COVID-19 
and recovered, which is beneficial for record-
ing the mild or asymptomatic cases that haven’t 
been tracked. 

This can help to create a more accurate repre-
sentation of what the actual case fatality rate is of 
those who catch the virus.

“Surveillance is the tip of the iceberg and it 
is possible that you’ve got 10 times as much or 
even more infection in the community than what 
we see with [testing] surveillance,” noted Sim-
coe Muskoka District Health Unit (SMDHU) 
Chief Medical Officer of Health, Dr. Charles 
Gardner. 

“We know that from the zero prevalence stud-
ies that have been done in places such as New 
York.”

In New York state, the Department of Health 
completed an antibody prevalence study among 
3,000 residents and estimated 14 percent of 
them had already caught COVID-19.

The same test showed that in New York City, 
one of the densest urban areas in North America, 
21 per cent of residents had contracted the virus. 
This is 10 times what was originally identified 
through testing of suspected cases. 

Another study that could provide insight into 
the virus’s potential prevalence in Canada was 
conducted by the Los Angeles County Depart-
ment of Public Health and University of South-
ern California. 

The study found four percent of L.A. County 
residents had contracted COVID-19 instead of 
0.3 percent, which was picked up from labora-
tory tests, meaning there’s 13 times more peo-
ple who have fought off the virus in L.A. than 
what’s being recorded.

However, the Public Health Agency of Cana-
da indicates a roughly seven per cent crude case 
fatality rate for COVID-19 nationally – mean-
ing their data shows seven out of 100 Canadians 
who catch the virus will die.

Meanwhile, laboratory confirmed cases in 

New Tecumseth recently spiked with an addi-
tional 12 from May 19-22, brining its total to 46. 
There are currently 15 active cases, either self 
isolating or hospitalized, as of press time.

Throughout Simcoe Muskoka there has been 
a total of 454 cases, of those about 75 percent 
have recovered and 71 individuals have died, ac-
cording SMDHU data.

Of the 71 individuals who have passed away, 
58 were over 80 years old, 33 were 65-79, and 
eight were 45-64. The median age of those de-
ceased is 83. 

So far, COVID-19 has killed approximately 
0.0017 percent of Canada’s overall population 
and has killed 0.0044 percent of the world’s total 
population. 

Interestingly, Sweden’s overall death rate is 
roughly 0.0040 percent and the country has re-
mained open throughout the pandemic and kept 
their economy going. The United Kingdom has 
been in full lockdown since the start of the pan-
demic, yet shockingly has a 0.0055 percent rate 
of death, which is higher than Sweden. 

Meanwhile, testing rates in Simcoe Muskoka 
are less than the provincial average but this is be-
cause there’s been less cases, Dr. Gardner noted.

“We’ve had low infection rates compared 
with the province – half the rate – we know that 
we’ve saturated with testing sufficiently to meet 
standards so what we call our test positivity rate 
– it’s three percent,” he explained.

This means three percent of cases are coming 
back positive, which is the provincial average 
and the level of testing Ontario says is adequate 
to accurately capture active cases of COVID-19 
in the community.

While some residents are concerned reopen-
ing is moving to fast, Dr. Gardner said the proper 
protections are in place to address a potential re-
surgence as infection controls are relaxed.

“I think we need to ever be on guard for this… 
that possibility exists and therefore we need to 
be very careful about relaxing our controls,” he 
noted.

“Even when we relax the controls on business 
locations or public venues, we have to continue 
to maintain the physical distancing.”

Dr. Gardner said Simcoe Muskoka residents 
should be proud of their work to “flatten the 
curve” and avoid a “disastrous overtake of the 
healthcare system.”

Throughout the region, case counts appear to 
be levelling out but not yet declining.

Data shows COVID-19 is much more 
prevalent and less deadly than
previously thought

BY SAM ODROWSKI
LOCAL JOURNALISM
INITIATIVE REPORTER

Premier Doug Ford an-
nounced last week that 
schools won’t reopen in June, 
leaving many parents won-
dering how they can safely 
get their child’s belongings 
out of the classroom. 

The Simcoe Muskoka Dis-
trict Health Unit (SMDHU) 
is currently working with 
the Simcoe County District 
School Board and Simcoe 
Muskoka District Catholic 
School Board to determine 

how to best approach this 
task. 

SMDHU Chief Medical 
Officer of Health Dr. Charles 
Gardner said this must be 
done with caution to keep 
people from inadvertently 
being crowded and breaking 
physical distancing measures 
as they collect items from 
school. 

“It’s going to have to come 
down to a booking process, 
staggering people coming 
through over time so they 
don’t have too many people 
coming in at once,” he ex-
plained.

There will be clear instruc-
tions to ensure everyone is 
aware of the physical dis-
tancing measures and only 
a limited number of people 
will be allowed on the prem-
ises. 

“One person per family 
would be best to go in and 
do that job and the schools 
would have to maintain ex-
cellent disinfection through-
out,” Dr. Gardner noted.

He said he’s confident the 
retrieval of belongings from 
school can be done safely, 
without putting any parents, 
staff, or students at risk.

Parents left wondering how to collect 
kids’ belongings from closed schools
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BY BROCK WEIR

We quickly found our place in line.
These places were hard to miss. Multi-

coloured happy faces, most scratched out 
in vivid sidewalk chalk showed us the way.

We hopscotched from face to face, each 
of them spaced two metres apart. The 
changing features of the faces underfoot 
denoted not only our sure progress to-
wards the front of the line, but also that 
many artistic hands had been hard at work 
earlier in the day to make this particular 
aspect of physical and social distancing as 
cheery as possible.

It was hard not to catch a glimpse of peo-
ple a few faces ahead admiring the handi-
work as they got closer and closer to the 
tent – the first checkpoint in the morning.

I’m sure many of the people up ahead 
didn’t know exactly what to expect when 
they reached that first obstacle – I know 
I certainly didn’t – but we progressed 
closer and closer, masks secured, sure in 
the knowledge that the officials up ahead, 
individuals standing out from the crowd 
in their bright orange reflective vests and 
eye-catching masks knew what they were 
doing.

After all, this was a long time coming.
It was touch and go until almost the 

eleventh hour as organizers waited for 
word they had successfully met all their 
bureaucratic and health and safety require-
ments, but despite some uncertainty first 
thing Saturday morning, scores of individ-
uals turned out for the first Aurora Farm-
ers’ Market of the season.

I don’t know how early volunteers on 
the ground had to get out of bed that morn-
ing to mark their paces and get their hands 
chalky to ensure anyone stayed at a safe 
distance, but it was a job well done.

At the front of the line, we were met 
with a friendly greeting as we were asked 
to offer up our hands for a few spritzes of 
hand-sanitizer, a hot but necessary com-
modity.

After clearing a few more happy faces, 
another volunteer, clipboard at the ready, 
gave us the lowdown on what to expect. 
This was, after all, a new normal, and the 
previous rules of the game were now all 
but completely irrelevant.

Going slowly (everything is relative in 
this day and age) from booth to booth, it 
was clear from the smiles blazing across 
flesh-and-bone faces that everyone was 
thrilled to be back in this particular game. 
There were only a few huffs and puffs 

evident from behind clear plastic face 
shields, but those were a by-product of 
the blazing Saturday sun, belying that 
growing pains were inevitable but sur-
mountable.

Most everybody I observed came armed 
with just a little more patience than they 
might otherwise have, prepared to make 
adjustments to these new circumstances.

Market-goers maintained their physi-
cal distancing, farmers and other food 
vendors came up with innovative ways to 
connect with their customers, and some 
who missed the memo to leave their dogs 
at home before venturing out to the park, 
sat by the sidelines and waited patiently 
with their pups for the shoppers they came 
with rather than throwing tantrums about 
being slightly inconvenienced by the rules 
in place to protect us all.

Earlier in the week, there was a return 
to some degree of normalcy as businesses 
and the economy began revving up once 
again as emergency orders began to ease, 
but this was something else. Yes, it was a 
return to business, but it was a return to a 
beloved weekend tradition that so many of 
us hold dear.

And that tradition is set to resume here 
in New Tecumseth next Saturday, June 6, 
as the Alliston BIA aims to re-open the 
RURBAN Market at Centre and Victoria 
Streets. 

I left the Aurora market feeling buoyed 
that everyone was rowing in the same di-
rection, but that feeling quickly sank when 
I got home and was greeted by a social 
media feed of infuriating images from the 
City of Toronto of individuals flooding 
parks to enjoy the sun with friends with-
out any regard for social distancing and a 
further slate of “yahoos” descending on 
Queen’s Park to vent their spleens about 
God knows what. 

While it took the City a full 48 hours to 
begin any sort of adequate enforcement of 
emergency orders, it was clear that in the 
previous two days, despite another steady 
rise in new cases of COVID-19 across the 
Province after nearly a week of downward 
trending, we’re nowhere close to being out 
of the woods. Perhaps they were signs that 
the early sentiments of “we’re all in this 
together” are sadly waning. At the very 
least, it was a clear slap in the face to the 
frontline workers, particularly doctors and 
nurses, who are doing their utmost to treat 
patients and prevent any further spread of 
the disease.

To some extent, the feeling of frustra-

Brock’s Banter: Are we still in this together?
tion is understandable. We’re all frustrated 
at the present situation, of not being able 
to be with friends, family and other loved 
ones when we want, not being able to go 
out for a haircut when we want, sit down 
for a meal at a nice restaurant or make a 
quick impromptu grocery run without hav-
ing to make sure we have everything we 
need to avoid bringing the virus home. But 
letting our guard down now only pushes 
our collective goalposts further and further 
away – and that’s the last thing we want.

As we continue to look for ways to re-

sume our routines, whether it is getting 
back to work or re-starting the beloved 
community traditions we used to take for 
granted, we all must remember to do our 
part.

Thankfully, most everyone who turned 
out at Aurora’s farmers’ market Saturday 
morning seems to be doing just that and it 
can only be hoped that RURBAN patrons 
will do the same next week.

If only the people who filled Toronto’s 
Trinity Bellwoods Park over the weekend 
were as conscientious. 
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ACROSS
1. Omens
6. Lummox
9. Carried
13. Exotic pet
15.	Inflexible
17. Quiz
18. Tenant’s residence
19. Without company
20.	Camp	helper
21. Sandra ____
22.	Muslim	leader
24. Desert
26. Strategy
27. Lamenting cry
28. “Howards ____”
29.	Before,	to	Shelley
31.	Remind	constantly
33. Command to Fido
35. Actor Dixon
36.	Tilting

38. Serrated
41.	Archeological	site
42. Oak’s nut
43. Without sound
45. Key in, as data
47.	Drinking	vessel
50.	Tanning	locale
51.	Locust	shrub
53. Picket ____
55. Large snake
56. Heron
57. Of the ears
58. Bovine gathering
59.	Absolute
61. Tennis point
62. Verse type
63.	Go	down	the	slope
66.	Job
67.	Hardy	cabbagelike	plant
69. Touch
71.	Medieval	slave

72. Santa’s worker
75.	Poison-ivy	result
76. Dizzy
79. Mariner
81.	On	the	sheltered	shore
82. Uncanny
83. Break free
84. Airport exit
85.	Bachelors
86.	Belief

DOWN
1. Sparrow, e.g.
2.	 Molding	curve
3.	 Kind	of	buggy
4.	 Stop	for	lunch
5.	 Shell	dweller
6.	 Canola	or	motor
7.	 Gettysburg	Address	word
8.	 Conclusion
9. Lima or string

10. Zinc ____
11.	Colorless	gas
12. Correct
14.	Annual	data	book
15. Battering ____
16. Argues
23.	Not	digital
25.	Attribute
26.	Mighty	tool
27.	Nautical	rear
29.	Make	clear
30.	Shabby
32. “That ____”
34.	Hollow
35. Theory
37. Confusion
39.	Ocean	floor
40. Theater cry
42. Short operatic piece
44. Trumpeter Jones
46.	Eggshell
48. Vaccines
49.	Light	bites
52.	Embassy	official
54.	Scrub
57.	Noah’s	vessel
58. Work on the garden
60. Regard
63. Skinny one
64.	Australian	animal
65.	Embed
68.	Slightest
70. Quaker word
71. Catch someone’s ____
72. Zest
73. Easy pace
74. Worry
77. Be
78. Loud uproar
80.	Rink	material

Solution on page 14

X CROSSWORD
PUZZLE NO. 469
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BY SAM ODROWSKI
LOCAL JOURNALISM
INITIATIVE REPORTER

With the weather warm-
ing up, many Ontarians 
who	have	been	obeying	the	
Provincial	 government’s	
stay-at-home orders are 
eager to get outside and 
enjoy the sun. 

Nicer temperatures usu-
ally	bring	about	communi-
ty events on the weekends 
and	outdoor	activities,	but	
this	 has	 been	 greatly	 im-
peded	 by	 the	 COVID-19	
pandemic.
Fortunately,	 the	 Allis-

ton Business Improvement 
Association (BIA) is open-
ing their 2020 RURBAN 
Farmers Market next Sat-
urday, June 6.
The	 market	 will	 run	

from 8 a.m. to 2 p.m. ev-
ery	Saturday	until	 the	end	
of	 October	 and	 is	 located	
at Centre Street and Victo-
ria Street 
“This	 annual	 RURBAN	

event	has	been	running	for	
the past nine years and is 
one	 of	 our	 most	 popular	
with	our	local	community.	
The start of our market is a 
welcome	sign	that	summer	
is here!” said Linda Spurr, 
General	 Manager	 of	 the	
Alliston	BIA.

The safety of visitors, 
vendors and staff is of the 
utmost importance to her 
organization, she said, so 
the required safety mea-
sures	 and	 signage	 will	 be	
in	 place	 for	 everyone’s	
comfort.
As	 well,	 at	 the	 down-

town market this year 
–	 alongside	 the	 fresh	pro-
duce,	 seedlings	 and	 flow-
ers	 –	 customers	 will	 find	
delicious	 jams	and	 jellies,	

baked	breads,	tarts,	biscot-
ti,	 energy	 bites,	 pickles,	
syrup and honey.  

New to the 2020 Farm-
ers’ Market is Indian 
Flames,	who	will	be	serv-
ing up their hot, crispy and 
delicious	samosas.
Spurr	 said	 the	 Alliston	

BIA is inviting everyone 
to their RURBAN Farmers 
Market, where they can 
stroll	 downtown	 and	 visit	
their	shops	while	support-
ing	local	businesses.	

COVID-19 has most 
severely	 impacted	 small	
business	 owners	 so	 sup-
porting	the	local	economy	
and entrepreneurs when 
possible	 is	 important	 for	
helping	 the	 municipality	
maintain	a	strong	tax	base	
and	vibrant	business	com-
munity.
“Enjoy	your	Rurban	Ex-

perience and ‘Shop Like 
you Live Here,’” Spurr 
said.

For more information 
about	 the	 Allistion	 BIA	
visit	www.rurban.ca	

First “summer” 
event of 2020:

RURBAN Farmers 
Market in Alliston

The start of
our market is a 
welcome sign 
that summer

is here!

MPP	Jim	Wilson	has	again	taken	
the	fight	for	Cystic	Fibrosis	medi-
cations	to	the	Ontario	Legislature.
During	 Question	 Period	 last	

week,	 Wilson	 cautioned	 Health	
Minister	 Christine	 Elliott	 that	
COVID-19 has made the need 
for	 access	 to	 lifesaving	 CF	 drugs	
more urgent than ever. 
“Cystic	Fibrosis	is	a	disease	that	

affects	 the	 lungs	 and	 breathing,”	
said	Wilson.	“Catching	COVID-19	
would	be	a	death	sentence	for	chil-
dren	like	the	two	young	boys	of	Ja-
mie	and	Sasha	Larocque	who	live	
in my riding,” he warned. 

Pointing out that the govern-
ment	 has	 put	 billions	 of	 dollars	
into	 fighting	 the	 COVID-19	 pan-
demic,	 Wilson	 asked	 Minister	

Elliott,	 “Why	 won’t	 the	 govern-
ment give the same consideration 
to	Cystic	Fibrosis	patients	who	are	
presumably	at	a	much	greater	risk	
of	 complications	 if	 they	 contract	
COVID-19?”

Despite that many other jurisdic-
tions	 supply	 the	medications,	 Ca-
nadian	 provinces	 and	 the	 federal	
government	 have	 been	 in	 drawn-
out negotiations with Vertex Phar-
maceutical,	 a	 company	 which	
manufactures	 several	 modulators	
which	 correct	 underlying	 causes	
of	 some	 genetic	 Cystic	 Fibrosis	
mutations.

Ontario has approved funding 
for	 one	 of	 these	 drugs,	 Orkambi,	
but	 the	 criteria	 for	 prescribing	 it	
are so stringent that no patient in 

the	province	has	been	given	access	
to it. 
As	 a	 stop-gap	 measure	 to	 help	

some of Ontario’s CF suffer-
ers,	 Wilson	 asked,	 “Since	 your	
ministry	put	 the	criteria	on,	clear-
ly	your	ministry	has	 the	power	 to	
loosen	 that	 criteria	 and	 give	 CF	
patients	access	to	Orkambi,	a	drug	
we	all	agree	is	essentially	a	miracle	
drug	for	these	patients.	I	would	ask	
that	you	 loosen	 that	criteria	 today	
and	 let	 those	 patients	 breath	 and	
breath	freely.”
Recognizing	Wilson’s	longstand-

ing	 advocacy	 on	 behalf	 of	 Cystic	
Fibrosis	 patients,	 Minister	 Elliott	
gave assurances that her ministry 
is continuing conversations with 
Vertex on funding CF medications.

Wilson continues fight for
Cystic Fibrosis medications

LETTER TO THE EDITOR
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Simcoe County’s population is growing and enrolment to its 
public schools is set to increase this fall.

There will be roughly 950 more students attending elementary 
and secondary schools. 

Ontario gives the Simcoe County District School Board 
(SCDSB) a fixed amount of money for each student in their sys-
tem every year, but that funding isn’t meeting the Board’s needs 
according to SCDSB superintendent Brian Jeffs.

“Our projected growth in the coming years outpaces the cur-
rent capital funding requests and allocations from the Ministry 
[of Education],” he noted, during his presentation of the 2020-
2021 Proposed Budget at a Special Board Meeting on May 13.

With inadequate funding, more students will be learning out 
of portables in areas of growth and there will be suboptimal op-
erational plans in areas of need, Jeffs explained.

SCDSB is projecting roughly $22.7 million more in revenue 
than last year bringing that total up to $613.9 million while ex-
penditures are expected to cost $615 million. 

This creates an operating deficit of roughly $1.1 million and 
funds will be drawn from the Board’s accumulated surplus to 
balance the budget. At this time, the Board currently has a dis-
cretionary amount of $12.3 million that’s accessible through that 
account.

In a typical year, staffing comprises of close to 90 percent of 
the total operating budget for the Board, which is typical of K-12 
or post secondary education sectors, said Jeffs.

For SCDSB’s elementary schools there’s an overall projected 
staffing increase of nearly 40 full time positions, while there’s a 
net decrease of three full time teachers for post secondary.

Some difficult decisions were made by SCDSB’s senior team 
over the past several years, which were publicly unpopular, such 
as cuts to staffing, according to Jeffs.

“You may recall this part of the 2020-2019 budget process, 
the senior team identified $2.6 million in budget efficiencies and 
those were positions and operating expenditures that we were 
able to re-invest in order to protect strategic initiatives,” he re-
marked.

Jeffs said the Board is well positioned to be responsive to 
changing fiscal realities that could be imposed over the next sev-
eral years.

Throughout the Budget process, which started at the begin-
ning of the year, a lack of information flowed from the Ministry 
of Education because of COVID-19. However, the SCDSB has 
used what’s available to estimate its 2020-2021 fiscal year, ac-
cording to Jeffs.

“While we are very well positioned once the information does 
begin to flow, staff does feel the pressure to get the budget com-
pleted within the regular flow of work and timelines in light of 
our current climate,” he noted.

“The good news is we believe that within the constraints im-

Projected growth at Simcoe schools set to outpace provincial funding
posed upon us the 2020-21 budget continues along the path of 
previous budgets – a path of financial health that enables on-
going investment in areas of strategic importance that fosters 
growth, student achievement and wellbeing for all,” Jeffs said.

There’s been some good news for public school boards and 
parents in terms of finances since Ontario and teachers’ unions 
reached a collective agreement last month, putting an end to ro-
tating strikes.

This has had an impact on public school locally, as classroom 
sizes are being funded under a 23 students to one teacher model 
compared to the originally planned 28, which was gong to be 
phased in over four years.

Meanwhile, SCDSB recently built a new strategy for annual 
renewal of Board-owned buildings where projects are complet-
ed on a larger scale.

“Rather than completing a series of smaller projects in the 

school, we’ll go into the school once and do a majority of the 
work that needs to be completed at that specific location,” Jeffs 
explained.

“This allows for larger projects to be tendered, which should 
result in better pricing and a more efficient way of dealing with 
our facilities overall.

“This undertaking by staff has been sizeable in scope and as I 
say we do expect to recuperate cost savings as a result.”

Additional grants to help with operational or capital costs for 
SCDSB are expected to come down the pipe soon, but there’s 
been no indication as to when they will be formerly announced, 
Jeffs noted.

The budget presentation delivered at the Board’s May 13 
meeting was solely for information purposes and the 2020-2021 
Proposed Budget will be formerly presented at a SCDSB meet-
ing this week.

BY SAM ODROWSKI
LOCAL JOURNALISM
INITIATIVE REPORTER

The Federal government has rolled 
out a number of programs to support 
businesses financially during the COV-
ID-19 pandemic, but many are still fall-
ing through the cracks.

To help small to medium size busi-
nesses who’ve been unable to access the 
Government of Canada’s relief measures 
so far, $962 million was made available 
through the Regional Relief and Recov-
ery Fund (RRRF) late last week. 

“This funding is intended to help sup-
port the fixed operating costs of SMEs 
[small to medium size enterprises] or 
businesses that really have been affected 
by the COVID-19 pandemic,” noted 
Martin Kuzma, CEO of Nottawasaga 
Futures.

He said his organization received $1 
million, which can be accessed by local 
retail shops, restaurants, corner stores, 
and businesses of strategic importance 
to the community, through loans up to 
$40,000.

“At this point there’s no deadline re-
ally; as long as there’s money available 
then we’ll be taking applications,” Kuz-
ma explained. “We’re very hopeful we 
can help businesses in the medium term 
to get through this.”

The program is primarily for sole 
entrepreneurs with just one part time 
or full-time employee who are in need 
of relief to stay afloat, Kuzma told The 
Times. 

If any business requires funding in ex-
cess of $40,000, they can apply for funds 
through the Federal Economic Develop-
ment Agency for Southern Ontario.

Nottawasaga Futures has already re-
ceived a high number of inquiries for the 
RRRF loans and anticipates the funding 
to be exhausted within the next three to 
five weeks. 

Like everywhere else, New Tecums-
eth businesses are struggling to cover 
their expenses with limited revenue 
coming in during the pandemic, Kuzma 
noted.

“Businesses have been forced to shut 
down quickly and it’s been going on two 
months now,” he said. “Everybody’s do-

ing the best that they can to adopt the 
new economic reality.”

Curbside pickup for purchases and 
rentals have helped some businesses and 
others are creating a stronger presence 
online to adapt through the pandemic.

Of the nearly $1 billion being dis-
tributed through Canada’s RRRF, $213 
million is for small to medium size en-
terprises in Southern Ontario and $39.4 
million is to provide rural businesses 
with access to capital and business sup-
port through Ontario’s Community Fu-
ture Development Corporations.

“This investment in the RRRF will 
capitalize on Community Futures Devel-
opment Corporations’ unique position 
and expertise to help support rural busi-
nesses and entrepreneurs during these 
challenging times,” said Shawn Heard, 
President of Ontario Association for 
Community Futures Development Cor-
porations Inc.

For more details about the program 
and to apply, contact Andie Cote at an-
die@nottawasga.com or call 705-435-
1540 ext. 104.

Nottawasaga Futures to distribute
$1 million to local businesses in need
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adopt me!
Lucy is an adorable and sweet 10 month 
old girl, who has stolen all our hearts. She 
came to us after being found very lost. 
Despite having had given birth already, 
she is truly a kitten herself. She is a 
perfect combination of laid back and 
playful, but mainly loves to be cuddled 
and give kisses. Lucy is a very versatile girl 
and would make a fantastic addition to 
all sorts of families. Lucy is now spayed, 
microchipped, flea treated, dewormed, 
and vaccinated. Adoption fee: $200.00

Check our facebook page to see the other kitties looking for their 
forever home. Donations always needed to help care for the cats as 
we are not funded at all, and rely on donations and fundraisers. If you 
would like to volunteer as well we are always appreciative. 

FERAL CAT RESCUE INC.
519-278-0707 

Lucy is an adorable and sweet 10 month 
old girl, who has stolen all our hearts. She 
came to us after being found very lost. 
Despite having had given birth already, 
she is truly a kitten herself. She is a 
perfect combination of laid back and 
playful, but mainly loves to be cuddled 
and give kisses. Lucy is a very versatile girl 
and would make a fantastic addition to 
all sorts of families. Lucy is now spayed, 
microchipped, flea treated, dewormed, 
and vaccinated. Adoption fee: $200.00

Check our facebook page to see the other kitties looking for their 
forever home. Donations always needed to help care for the cats as 
we are not funded at all, and rely on donations and fundraisers. If you 
would like to volunteer as well we are always appreciative. 

Cat of the Week

Check our facebook page to see the other kitties looking for their 
forever home. Donations always needed to help care for the cats as 
we are not funded at all, and rely on donations and fundraisers. If you 
would like to volunteer as well we are always appreciative. 

Lucy

BY SAM ODROWSKI
LOCAL JOURNALISM
INITIATIVE REPORTER

A local woman is inspir-
ing fellow females to fol-
low their passions through 
her welded artwork and 
successful business. 

Daniela Torelli of Tot-
tenham, who’s a member 
of the South Simcoe Arts 
Council (SSAC), started 
her art company “Think 
Pink Welding” in 2018, 
where she sells uniquely 
crafted horseshoe decor.

“I do a lot of craft shows 
and a lot of different mar-
kets throughout the year 
[and] I like to talk about 
welding and I love em-
powering women,” she 
said. 

“Welding is a male-
dominated trade, of 
course, and there’s very 
few female welders. We 
are kind of growing but 
just spreading awareness 
as well, for women in the 

trades is huge.”
She told The Times 

sharing her art with South 
Simcoe residents has been 
incredibly gratifying as 
well. 

“I was a very shy person 
and I’ve never really done 
anything like this before, 
so just putting myself out 
there and then seeing all 
the community support 
has been a really big ac-
complishment for me,” 
Torelli said. 

Only in the last fi ve 
years she switched careers 
as a vet technician to pur-
sue her passion for weld-
ing and now works in the 
industry full time. 

Torelli made the transi-
tion from purely being a 
welder by trade to creating 
art during the Christmas of 
2017.

She has several friends 
who love horses, so she 
took their horseshoes and 
turned them into home de-
cor to be given as Christ-

Tottenham artist empowers women through Think Pink Welding

mas gifts. 
“Then, the next thing I 

knew, people saw them in 
my friends homes… and 
I started getting orders,” 
she recalled.

Think Pink Welding 
grew organically due to 
the demand and Torelli 
said she’s very grateful to 
now have a creative outlet 
where she can share her 
artistic talents and turn a 
profi t.

“I’ve always wanted to 
be my own business owner 
and it was just really great 
how it grew from that,” 
she said. 

Her artwork is available 
online and has been pur-
chased by people across 
Canada and throughout 
the United States.

“I actually have some 
orders going out to British 
Columbia this week,” To-
relli said. 

The distinctly welded 
horseshoe art and home 
decor is usually avail-

able at storefronts in Sut-
ton and Elmira, as well as 
the SSAC FortyOne Lo-
cal Art Market, but COV-
ID-19 has kept everything 
closed.

Torelli primarily spe-
cializes in Tungsten Inert 
Gas (TIG) welding, which 
is needed when conduct-
ing very fi ne artistic welds.

She said the act of weld-
ing itself is very reward-
ing and is what keeps her 
coming back to the work-
shop each time. 

“You’re melting two 
pieces of metal together 
and the things that you can 
create…it’s pretty amaz-
ing what you can do with 
all the different types of 
metal, aluminum, steel, 
stainless steel, titanium,” 
Torelli said.

“You’re conducting 
electricity and then your 
heating it up and forming 
it into different shapes.”

Torelli has always 
worked out of a small sec-

tion of her garage for her 
business and recently put 
her operations and online 
shop on hold to allow for 
an expansion of her cur-
rent workspace.

She told The Times con-
struction is underway for a 
new workshop, specifi cal-
ly designated for her craft, 
which will leave her with 
more room for equipment 
and tools. 

Going forward, Torelli 
said she’s hoping to be 
able to show her work in 
some capacity this year. 

“It’s hard to tell what’s 
going to be happening in 
the future but hopefully 
there will be some Christ-
mas markets coming,” she 
noted.

“I miss socializing, that 
was my favourite part of 
markets and craft shows. 
I don’t care if I don’t sell 
anything; if somebody 
wants to talk and learn, 
then I’m all about teach-
ing.”

Think Pink Welding’s Daniela Torelli of Tottenham displays her handiwork at last season’s Tottenham Artisan Fair.                              
PHOTO BY JENNIFER GILBERT PHOTOGRAPHY
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BY BROCK WEIR

We’re all finding new ways to stay 
healthy and active at this challenging 
time, so why not get up on your feet and 
try something new while helping Big 
Brothers Big Sisters of York?

The Aurora-based mentorship orga-
nization, unable to hold their signature 
spring fundraisers due to the COVID-19 
pandemic, launched Move for Mentor-
ing last week to help more people in the 
community help local kids in need take 
part in vital mentorship programs.

Through Move for Mentoring, partici-
pants will challenge themselves – and 
each other – to be active and, with each 
activity, collect fundraising pledges to 
support children and youth.

“This is our first-ever virtual fundrais-
ing platform,” says Suzanne Boucher, 
Fundraising and Events Coordinator 
for Big Brothers Big Sisters of York 
(BBBSY), noting Move for Mentoring 
is a joint venture between York and Big 
Brothers Big Sisters of Peel, inspired by 
a similar initiative carried out by col-
leagues in British Columbia.

“This fundraiser is encouraging all of 
our participants, all of our donors and all 
of our families to get up, move and chal-
lenge themselves and be active, especial-
ly at this time when you hear of the im-
pact [the present situation] has had with 

children’s and young people’s mental 
health,” Ms. Boucher continues. “We’re 
hoping physical activity can be a positive 
change and, at the same time, fundraise 
for our new virtual mentoring program.”

Move for Mentorship currently has a 
fundraising goal of $15,000, which will 
be split 50/50 between York and Peel, 
and just a few days since the initiatives 
May 19 launch, they were already more 
than a third of the way there.

To take part, you just have to sign up 
online through BBBSY’s fundraising 
platform, set your own personal goal and 
collect pledges. It can be anything from 
doing a push-up for every dollar raised to 
cycling a kilometer for every ten bucks 
committed to the pot.

“We’re trying to get people to push it 
and brag about it,” says Ms. Boucher. 
“We want people to post photos and 
share videos of their Move for Mentoring 
journey, tagging us on social media and 
encourage other people to do it as well.”

Similar to BBBSY events like Bowl 
for Kids Sake, which was also cancelled 
earlier this spring due to the pandemic, 
teams can sign up for Move for Mentor-
ing. You can set your collective fund-
raising goal and, individually, your own 
personal activity goals to get your team 
across your chosen finish line.

“We have a Big Brother, Derek, who 
is an ambassador for the Challenge and 

he is already up to $500 in donations for 
doing mountain biking – a kilometer for 
every $10,” says Ms. Boucher. “He is al-
ready making such a great impact, he has 
decided to get some of his family mem-
bers to join him. 

“As of right now, our main focus isn’t 
just fundraising; it is really, honestly, to 
spread awareness of mental health is-
sues that are happening right now for 
young people who are facing isolation. 
We want young people in York Region to 
realize the importance of physical health 
and how that can help them stay healthy 
mentally as well. In the grand scheme of 

things, this is going to be a positive event 
no matter the fundraising goal.”

Given the early success of Move for 
Mentoring immediately out of the gate, 
BBBSY won’t rule out raising that fund-
raising threshold. At the end of the chal-
lenge, which is slated to wrap on June 30, 
the organization is planning for a Family 
Move for Mentoring Week.

“What we’re trying to do is get our 
families to show a fun activity they are 
doing together to get up to Move for 
Mentoring,” says Ms. Boucher. “At that 
point, we’re going to ask our donors and 
sponsors if they would like to pledge our 
families. They are not going to do any 
fundraising on their end at all, but we 
do want to show our community what 
our families are doing at home to move, 
and especially for the sake of our mental 
health. 

“This is a huge success for us. We were 
absolutely shocked with how many par-
ticipants have already joined up and how 
many supporters are already pledging 
our participants. It is going to be such a 
positive event that we’re going to, if any-
thing, push that goal up again.”

To sign up for Move for Mentoring, 
whether as an individual or team, visit 
canadahelps.org/en/charities/big-broth-
ers-big-sisters-of-peel/p2p/moveformen-
toring. 

Get up and move for Big Brothers Big Sisters of York
Highlighting youth mental health for kids in York, South Simcoe & Peel

Big Brother Derek Trowbridge, pictured cycling 
with cousins in Prince Edward Island, is cycling 
to benefit local Big Brother Big Sister programs. 

 CONTRIBUTED PHOTO
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With all hockey activities currently on hold around the country, players are doing what they can to stay in shape during the o�  season. 
Alliston Hornets forward Keegan Gillis-McAnulty is taking part in a dry-land training regimen while trying to keep his hockey skills 
sharp despite the lack of ice in the province.                PHOTO BY BRIAN LOCKHART

BY BRIAN LOCKHART

After seeing the season come to an abrupt end this year, 
Alliston Hornets players are doing what they can to keep 
in shape until they get the word that hockey activities will 
resume.

For Hornets forward Keegan Gillis-McAnulty, it means 
staying in shape over the summer by running and doing 
some dry-land hockey skills.

The 6’ 3” forward had a successful season with the Allis-
ton squad this past season scoring 26 goals and recording 21 
assists over 40 games for a total of 47 points in his second 

Hornets forward Gillis-McAnulty keeping � t during hockey shut-down
season with the team.

Hailing from Onaping, near Sudbury, Keegan was attend-
ing the sports management program at Georgian College in 
Barrie during the season and graduated this year.

“We looked around the room at each other and thought ‘is 
this really happening?” he described of the atmosphere in the 
dressing room when the team was notifi ed they were playing 
their last game. “Once we realized it was actually happening, 
we decided to play it like it was Game Seven of the series.

The team was playing their fi rst game of the best-of-seven 
Conference Championship series against the Stayner Siskins 
when they got the news.

The Hornets went on to win the game 7 – 4.
With no ice in arenas anywhere, Keegan said he is trying 

to stay in shape during the summer with physical activity and 
practicing hockey skills. However, he said practicing shoot-
ing on pavement isn’t quite the same as being out on the ice.

“I’m doing a running program,” he said. “The team’s on a 
running program. We run three to four times a week. I shoot 
some pucks in the back yard and work on some stick han-
dling, but it’s kind of hard since there’s no ice.”

Since Hockey Canada has cancelled all hockey activities 
including meetings with team executives, players can only 
wait to hear what will happen with the upcoming season.

“It’s still a waiting game,” Keegan said of what players 
are up to in the off season with no real news of plans for the 
season having been released.

With sporting activities currently on hold, Keegan said he 
will now focus on his summer job at a provincial park to 
keep busy over the summer.

A statement issued by Hockey Canada this week, said 
hockey activities around the country will resume at different 
times in each province and territory based on information 
from government and health authorities.

With tennis clubs around the province receiving the green light to open for the season, the Tottenham Tennis Club is once again see-
ing members turn out to play on one of the three courts at Keogh Park. Deemed a relatively safe sport to playing during the current 
COVID-19 pandemic due to the nature of the sport, tennis enthusiasts are taking full advantage to play the game and get some exer-
cise.                                       PHOTO BY BRIAN LOCKHART

BY BRIAN LOCKHART

As far as sports go, tennis provides a natural barrier and 
distance between competitors while on the court. There is 
no contact between players during a match and the sport 
provides some good exercise as well and a level of skill re-
quired to place the ball and make for a good game.

The Tottenham Tennis Club is now open for the summer.
The Club opened on May 19, after receiving the directive 

from the provincial government that tennis clubs were get-
ting the green light to open for the season.

Registration for members as well as lessons took place on 
May 23, and May 27, at the clubhouse in the park.

Members can play on one of three hard surface courts at 
Keogh Park. Each court is fully fenced so you never have 
balls from other games rolling into your court while you 
play.

The Club works on a membership basis and membership 
is required to access the courts.

While many summer sports have been postponed or can-
celled outright, tennis has been deemed safe to play because 
of the natural physical distancing that takes place on the 
court.

The club is a volunteer run organization focused on en-
hancing the well being and fi tness of all age groups with 
affordable, fi rst class tennis skills development.

It offers recreational and competitive activities.
With the COVID-19 pandemic still a concern, the Club 

Tennis anyone? Tottenham club now open for the summer
has adopted recommendations from the Ontario Tennis As-
sociation to help facilitate a safe return to play on the courts. 
This includes safe rule of play including marking balls so 
only one person hands a particular tennis ball.

Other safe distancing measures are expected to be fol-

lowed by Club members when they are on the courts.
With tennis clubs being on the list of sporting venues now 

allowed to operate around the province, enthusiasts can 
once again enjoy the physical activity and competitive na-
ture of the sport.
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Music in the Park silenced this summer
BY BRIAN LOCKHART

The bandshell at Keogh Park in Tottenham won’t be 
getting much use this summer.

A popular place to spend a Sunday, the park has been 
the home of the Sunday Concerts in the Park series for 
over a decade.

The concerts which take place from June through to 
August bring a variety of bands and performers from 
not only the region but from different places around 
Ontario.

The concerts have always been free and people bring 
a blanket or a lawn chair to enjoy a summer afternoon 
and listen to some music.

The series will not take place this summer due to 
restrictions in place because of the COVID-19 pan-
demic.

Event organizer Nick Dougherty announced the can-
cellation early in May after it became apparent that 
gatherings of people would not be allowed in Town 
parks.

Mr. Doughtery said the cancellation was “disap-

pointing but understandable.”
The weekly event has in-town sponsors who support 

the music, however there are many factors in place 
that have caused the cancellation of the music series.

“No permits, nor funding, no insurance,” is how Mr. 
Dougherty described the current situation with trying 
to put together an event at the park.

While access to the park is available for people just 
walking through, events that bring a large group of 
people together are not yet allowed.

The concerts normally get underway at 2:00 p.m. 
with different acts taking the stage every week. Bands 
perform two sets of music and usually wrap up around 
4:00 p.m.

There are a variety of types of music through the 
summer ranging from country to classic rock.

Many of the performers come back every year to 
treat Tottenham to some good music.

If you want to hear some good live music this sum-
mer, you may have to put your own band together.

There is no word yet on when town facilities will 
again be open to the public.

The bandshell at Keogh Park in Tottenham is empty and it looks 
like it will stay that way until next summer. The Sunday Concerts 
in the Park series that normally takes place on Sunday afternoons 
through the summer has been cancelled due to the COVID-19 
pandemic.                                              PHOTO BY BRIAN LOCKHART
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TRAFFIC

 Lorem ipsum dolor sit amet, consectetuer 
adipiscing elit, sed diam nonummy nibh 
euismod tincidunt ut laoreet dolore magna 
aliquam erat volutpat. Ut wisi enim ad 
minim veniam, quis nostrud exerci tation 
ullamcorper suscipit lobortis nisl ut aliquip 
ex ea commodo consequat. Duis autem vel 
eum iriure dolor in hendrerit in vulputate 
velit esse molestie consequa.

ROAD WATCH
Mirum est notare quam littera gothica, 

quam nunc putamus parum claram, an-
teposuerit litterarum formas humanita-
tis per seacula quarta decima et quinta 
decima. Eodem modo typi, qui nunc no-
bis videntur parum clari, fiant sollemnes 

in futurum. Lorem ipsum dolor sit amet, 
consectetuer adipiscing elit, sed diam non-
ummy nibh euismod tincidunt ut laoreet 
dolore magna aliquam erat volutpat. 

ALCOHOL & DRIVING
Duis autem vel eum iriure dolor in hen-

drerit in vulputate velit esse molestie con-
sequat, vel illum dolore eu feugiat nulla 
facilisis at vero eros et accumsan et iusto 
odio dignissim qui blandit praesent lup-
tatum zzril delenit augue duis dolore te 
feugait nulla facilisi. 

Nam liber tempor cum soluta nobis elei-
fend option congue nihil imperdiet doming 
id quod mazim placerat facer possim as-
sum ypi non habent claritatem insitam; est 
usus legenti.

THEFT
Fiant sollemnes in futurum. Lorem ip-

sum dolor sit amet, consectetuer adipiscing 
elit, sed diam nonummy nibh euismod tinc-
idunt ut laoreet dolore magna aliquam erat 
volutpat. Ut wisi enim ad minim veniam, 
quis nostrud exerci tation ullamcorper sus-
cipit lobortis nisl ut aliquip ex ea commodo 
consequat. Duis autem vel eum iriure dolor 
in hendrerit in vulputate velit esse moles-
tie

CRIMINAL CHARGES
Consequat, vel illum dolore eu feugiat 

nulla facilisis at vero eros et accumsan et 
iusto odio dignissim qui blandit praesent 
luptatum zzril delenit augue duis dolore te 
feugait nulla facilisi. 

Nam liber tempor cum soluta nobis elei-
fend option congue nihil imperdiet doming 
id quod mazim placerat facer possim.

DOMESTIC DISPUTES
Qui facit eorum claritatem. Investiga-

tiones demonstraverunt lectores legere me 
lius quod ii legunt saepius. Claritas est 
etiam processus dynamicus, qui sequitur 
mutationem consuetudium lectorum. Mi-
rum est notare quam littera gothica, quam 
nunc putamus parum claram, anteposuerit 

 Lorem ipsum dolor sit amet, consectetuer 
adipiscing elit, sed diam nonummy nibh 
euismod tincidunt ut laoreet dolore magna 
aliquam erat volutpat. Ut wisi enim ad 
minim veniam, quis nostrud exerci tation 
ullamcorper suscipit lobortis nisl ut aliquip 
ex ea commodo consequat. Duis autem vel 
eum iriure dolor in hendrerit in vulputate 
velit esse molestie consequat, vel illum do-
lore eu feugiat nulla facilisis at vero eros et 
accumsan et iusto odio dignissim qui blan-
dit praesent luptatum zzril delenit augue 
duis dolore te feugait nulla facilisi. 

SUBHEAD
Mirum est notare quam littera gothica, 

quam nunc putamus parum claram, ante-
posuerit litterarum formas humanitatis per 
seacula quarta decima et quinta decima. 
Eodem modo typi, qui nunc nobis videntur 
parum clari, fiant sollemnes in futurum. 

Lorem ipsum dolor sit amet, consectetuer 
adipiscing elit, sed diam nonummy nibh 
euismod tincidunt ut laoreet dolore magna 

aliquam erat volutpat. Ut wisi enim ad 
minim veniam, quis nostrud exerci tation 
ullamcorper suscipit lobortis nisl ut aliquip 

Road Watch plays role  
in keeping roads safe

NEW TECUMSETH TIMES

OPP REPORT
1-888-310-1122

BASEBAR

Lorem ipsum dolor sit amet, con-
sect etuer adipiscing elit, sed diam 
nonummy nibh euismod tincidunt ut 
laoreet dolore magna aliquam erat 
volutpat. Ut wisi enim ad minim ve-
niam, quis nostrud exerci tation ul-
lamcorper suscipit lobortis nisl ut 
aliquip ex ea commodo consequat. 
Duis autem vel eum iriure dolor in 
hendrerit in vulputate velit esse mo-
lestie consequat, vel illum dolore eu 
feugiat nulla facilisis at vero eros et 
accumsan et iusto odio dignissim 
qui blandit praesent luptatum zzril 
delenit augue duis dolore te feugait 
nulla facilisi. 

Nam liber tempor cum soluta no-
bis eleifend option congue nihil im-

Rollover
injures

Tottenham

New poll on fatigued and drowsy
driving reveals serious problem

EARLUG EARLUG

St. John Ambulance
announces new branch manager

Lorem ipsum dolor sit amet, 
consect etuer adipiscing elit, 
sed diam nonummy nibh 
euismod tincidunt ut laoreet 
dolore magna aliquam erat 
volutpat. Ut wisi enim ad 
minim veniam, quis nostrud 
exerci tation ullamcorper sus-
cipit lobortis nisl ut aliquip ex 
ea commodo consequat. Duis 
autem vel eum iriure dolor in 
hendrerit in vulputate velit 

esse molestie consequat, vel 
illum dolore eu feugiat nulla 
facilisis at vero eros et accum-
san et iusto odio dignissim qui 
blandit praesent luptatum zz-
ril delenit augue duis dolore te 
feugait nulla facilisi. 

Nam liber tempor cum 
soluta nobis eleifend option 
congue nihil imperdiet dom-
ing id quod mazim placerat 
facer possim assum. Typi non 

Morris Samson
St. John Ambulance
New Branch Manger

BY SAM ODROWSKI
LOCAL JOURNALISM
INITIATIVE REPORTER

It’s National Paramedic 
Week from May 24-30 and the 
occupation is being celebrated 
throughout Simcoe County.

Alliston based paramedic 
of eight years Laura Sperdutti 
told The Times working in the 
field has been an incredibly re-
warding and gratifying experi-
ence.

She had an interesting ca-
reer path, beginning at Mc-
Master University where she 
studied kinesiology and served 
as a student therapist for the 
school’s hockey team.  

While waiting for a game 
to start, a family member of 
the opposing team didn’t look 
well and when Sperdutii went 
to ask him if he was okay he 
collapsed into cardiac arrest.

“Our coach at the time was 
a firefighter with Toronto, so 
him and I started CPR. There 
was a public health access 
defibrillator in the arena and 
when the Hamilton paramed-
ics showed up, I saw them run 
a full advanced care, cardiac 
arrest call and I was fascinat-
ed,” she said.

“I was fortunate enough 
that I got a phone call from 
the gentlemen [we saved] two 
or three days later – he got my 
information from the police.”

The gentleman expressed 
his thanks to Sperdutti for sav-
ing his life and she said it was 
one of the most amazing feel-
ings, to get that call and know 
she had a direct impact on 
keeping someone alive. 

While there’s an appeal for 
some people to get into the 
healthcare industry because 
they want to save lives and 
have a positive impact on the 
world, Sperdutti said it’s im-
portant to note that the job 
requires a degree of mental 
toughness. 

“You have to have a cer-
tain hardiness to you for this 
job some days, but ultimately 
it’s one of the most reward-
ing things I’ve ever done and 
I don’t regret a single day,” she 
said.

While emergent calls may 
be more memorable, some-
times less emergent ones are 
more meaningful, Sperdutti 
noted.

“It’s funny because every-
one thinks that every day we 
go out and we do these almost 

‘Hollywood’ type calls that 
you see on TV and that you 
hear about in the news,” she 
said. “It’s usually the simple 
calls… having genuine con-
versations with people and 
getting to meet new people ev-
eryday is amazing – getting to 
have those interactions.”

While it feels good to be rec-
ognized during National Para-
medic Week, Sperdutti said it’s 
important to shine a light on all 
the other critical occupations 
that are essential to society.

“I know that everyone has 
been overly respectful of 
healthcare workers and it’s 
been amazing but our cashiers 
and our truck drivers and the 
people who are operating 
gas stations – there’s a lot of 
people providing that kind of 
essential role and keeping the 
economy going,” she said.

“They’re just as important 
as we go through this and I just 
hope that everyone can main-
tain that level of respect and 
patience for everyone – lots of 
patience is needed through this 
I find,” Sperdutti continued. 

“Just be patient. Be respect-
ful. We’ll all get through this if 
we be there for each other and 
support each other.”

Alliston Paramedic shares her 
career path during National 
Paramedic Week

 CONTRIBUTED PHOTO

The Nottawasaga OPP have laid charges 
in relation to an assault that took place on 
May 15.

On Friday, May 15, at approximately 
4:38 pm, officers responded to an assault 
in progress at the LCBO in Alliston and 
observed the accused assaulting a store se-
curity guard.

Police say the accused resisted arrest, but 
officers were able to use a conducted en-
ergy weapon to gain control of the accused, 
who was taken into custody.

As a result of the investigation, 80-year-
old John Rhodes of Alliston has been 
charged with:

• Assault Contrary to the Criminal 
Code of Canada S. 266

• Resist Peace Officer Contrary to the 
Criminal Code of Canada S. 129(a)

The charges have not been proven.
The accused is scheduled to appear in 

the Ontario Court of Justice in Bradford on 
June 25, 2020.

DRUG OFFENCES

On Sunday, May 17, at approximately 
10:30 a.m., members of the Nottawasaga 
Detachment of the Ontario Provincial Po-
lice (OPP) responded to a call for service 
involving a dispute over drugs in Alliston.

Officers commenced an investigation 
and have laid numerous charges as a result.

A 36-year-old female and a 33-year-old 
male from Mississauga have both been 
charged with:

• Possession of a Schedule I sub-
stance for a purpose of Trafficking 
- Cocaine, contrary to s.5(2) CDSA

• Possession of a Schedule I sub-
stance for the purpose of Traffick-
ing - Opioid (other than heroin), 
contrary to s.5(2) CDSA; and

• Possession of proceeds of property 
obtained by crime under $5,000, 
contrary to s.354(1)(a) CC.

Names of accused and court dates are 
withheld to protect the integrity of the on-
going investigation.

The accused are scheduled to appear in 
the Ontario Court of Justice in Bradford on 
July 16. The charges have not been proven.

Anyone with information regarding 
criminal activity is asked to contact the 
Nottawasaga OPP at 1-888-310-1122 or 
Crime Stoppers at 1-800-222-TIPS (8477). 
When you contact Crime Stoppers you re-
main anonymous, you will never have to 
testify and you may be eligible to receive a 

cash reward of up to $2,000. 

IMPAIRED DRIVING
On Sunday, May 17, at approximately 

10.10 p.m., members of the Nottawasaga 
Detachment of the Ontario Provincial Po-
lice (OPP) responded to a single motor ve-
hicle collision on Sandy Lane in the Town-
ship of Essa.

Officers attended the area and located the 
accused at the scene of the collision. The 
accused was transported to a local hospital 
for medical assessment as a precaution. As 
a result of the investigation, the driver was 
arrested.

Sean Raney, 29, of Adjala-Tosorontio 
Township, has been charged with:

• Operation While Impaired – Alco-
hol

• Operation While Impaired – BAC 
over .80

The driver was also issued a 90-day li-
cence suspension and seven-day vehicle 
impoundment.

The accused is scheduled to appear in 
the Ontario Court of Justice in Bradford on 
July 9. The charges have not been proven.

FAIL TO REMAIN
The Nottawasaga Detachment of the 

Ontario Provincial Police (OPP) is investi-
gating a fail-to-remain All-Terrain Vehicle 
(ATV) collision that occurred on Saturday, 
May 16, 2020, at approximately 3:00 p.m. 
in the Simcoe County Forest located at the 
intersection of the 3rd Line 30th Sideroad, 
Tosorontio.

A blue Polaris 570 ATV was reported 
travelling northbound on the main trail, 
running parallel to the 3rd Line, towards 
the 30th Sideroad. As the Polaris 570 ATV 
approached a trail running east and west, 
a Polaris Razor ATV approached at a high 
rate of speed from the east and the two col-
lided within the intersection.

After the collision, the driver of the Po-
laris Razor ATV continued westbound on 
the trail, failing to remain at the scene or 
provide assistance to the other driver. The 
Polaris 570 ATV driver remained on scene 
and contacted Nottawasaga OPP. No inju-
ries were reported.

 The fail-to-remain Polaris Razor ATV is 
described as a newer model black Polaris 
Razor side-by-side. The driver was the sole 
occupant. The vehicle is expected to have 

Continued on Page 15

80-year-old Alliston man
charged with assault

following LCBO incident
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Remember
your

loved ones in a
special way...

IN MEMORIAMS
$30 + HST 

708 OBITUARIES

809 RESIDENTIAL 
SERVICES &

REPAIRS

Classifieds
Phone 905-857-6626 or 1-888-557-6626

or email admin@caledoncitizen.com

ADVERTISING RULES OF THIS NEWSPAPER
The advertiser agrees that the publisher shall not be liable for damages arising 
out of errors in advertisements beyond the amount paid for the space actu-
ally occupied by the portion of the advertisement in which the error occurred, 
whether such error is due to the negligence of its servants or otherwise, and 
there shall be no liability for non-insertions of any advertisement beyond the 
amount paid for such advertisement. All advertisers are asked to check their 
advertisements after first insertion. We accept responsibility for only one in-
correct insertion unless notified immediately after publication. Errors which do 
not lessen the value of the advertisement are not eligible for corrections by a 
make-good advertisement. There shall be no liability for non-insertion of any 
advertisement beyond the amount paid for such advertisement. We reserve the 
right to edit, revise, classify or reject any advertisement.

DEADLINES
Unfortunately deadlines do not allow us to take ads after 5:00 p.m. on Mon-
day. When there is a holiday Monday, the deadlines will be Friday at 5:00 

p.m. All ads must be paid in advance by deadline or the ad will not run. WE 
ACCEPT VISA, MASTERCARD, AND AMERICAN EXPRESS PAY-

MENTS OVER THE PHONE

HOUSE: NEW SUB-
DIVISION in Totten-
ham for rent. Avail-
able June 1, 2020. 
2,000 sq. ft., 3 bed-
rooms, 2.5 baths, 1 
car garage, 2 park-
ing spaces out-
side. Monthly rent - 
$1600.00. Tenant to 
pay utilities. No pets/
no smoking. Ma-
ture applicants only. 
Please call Call 905-
652-7908 or email: 
myinterest@rogers.
com

CASH FOR SCRAP 
VEHICLES. Scrap 
vehicles wanted, 
any size. No owner-
ship required. Fast 
service, free tow-
ing, loose scrap re-
moved. Also, cash 
paid on the spot. 
Call 905-859-0817 or 
647-227-3954. Open 
Sundays. 

213 OFFICE SPACE FOR RENT

SHARED OFFICE TO RENT
Why pay high overheads! 

PRIME LOCATION ON 
MAIN STREET IN SHELBURNE
Suit accountant/realtor/lawyer etc. 

Share with media company
Clean, Renovated Office
Rent includes all utilities

Call 
519-925-2832 or 519-216-1021

SEASONED
FIREWOOD

@
1153 Canal Rd, 
Bradford, ON

L3Z 4E2
Bush Cord $370 
We deliver too.

1-844-732-7575

202 HOUSES
FOR RENT

QUALITY FIREWOOD
FOR SALE:

Seasoned firewood
$360/bush cord.

Fresh cut
$280/bush cord.

Call 905-729-2303

 610 FIREWOOD/
TREES

IN HOME DAYCARE 
- Location: Nobleton. 
Safe designated play 
environment, educa-
tional activities, nu-
tritious snacks, hot 
meals, smoke free 
environment, Public/
Catholic designated 
bus stop. Available 
for full time, part time 
and before and after 
school. Patient and 
experienced profes-
sional in a loving en-
vironment. Weekend 
services available. 
Call Patricia at 416-
949-5585 

 505  GENERAL HELP WANTED

503 CHILD CARE 
AVAILABLE

612 AUCTIONS/FLEA MARKETS

BOOK YOUR 2019 SPRING SALE NOW!
Kevin Scott

McArthur - Bessey
Auctions

McArthur - Bessey
Auctions

Farm, Livestock, Estate, Home & Business
Auctions with experience & consideration

Please contact us at
Kevin 519-942-0264 • Scott 519-843-5083

diane.griffith@sympatico.ca
www.theauctionadvertiser.com/KMcArthur

BOOK YOUR 2019 SPRING SALE NOW!
Kevin Scott

McArthur - Bessey
Auctions

McArthur - Bessey
Auctions

Farm, Livestock, Estate, Home & Business
Auctions with experience & consideration

Please contact us at
Kevin 519-942-0264 • Scott 519-843-5083

diane.griffith@sympatico.ca
www.theauctionadvertiser.com/KMcArthur

 804 SERVICES

The brick stops here!

specializing in
high-quality masonry,

and natural stone
Got masonry needs?

We do it all.
parging

repointing
brick & block work

mortar colour matching
brick tinting

wall openings & closures
chimneys

window sill replacement
fireplaces

stone walls & flatwork
cultured stone

glass block
historical restoration

a specialty

1-866-796-2663
andrew@andrewsrestoration.com

 CROSSWORD SOLUTION

 810 PROFESSIONAL 
SERVICES

Sherwood Mainte-
nance Group: Trusted 
Tree Maintenance and 
Removal. Free esti-
mates. 647-400-6998 
or 647-323-1913 
Specializing in Aerial 
Pruning, Arborists re-
ports, urban tree and 
stump removal and 
much more!

Remember 
your loved ones 

in a special 
way...

IN MEMORIAMS
$30 + HST

Please
Recycle

This
Newspaper

Please
Recycle

This
Newspaper

ROM Masonry
Based in Nobleton. 
We do big or small 
jobs. Chimneys, 
window sills, walls 
etc. All work guar-
anteed. Free esti-
mates, seniors dis-
count. Call Spencer 
at 647-542-0559

PLACE YOUR WORD AD FOR ONLY
$28.00 + HST AND REACH  ALMOST

50,000 HOMES

UP TO 30 WORDS

SPECIAL RATES FOR IN MEMORIAMS

DEADLINES FOR ADS 5 PM MONDAYS

EMAIL YOUR AD TO
admin@ caledoncitizen.com

406 VEHICLES 
WANTED

ABATE RABBIT 
PACKERS meat 
processing facility 
from Arthur imme-
diately requires 16 
Wholesale and Retail 
Butchers with a mini-
mum of 2 to 3 years 
of direct hands on 
experience in meat 
cutting and process-
ing. Duties include 
cutting and section-
ing of meat, skin-
ning and removing 
blemishes, deboning 
rabbits and chick-
ens, cutting meat 
into specialized cuts 
and preparing for 
wholesale and retail 
sales. HS diploma or 
equivalent required. 
Positions offered are 
permanent full time 
and salary is $16.00/
hr for 42.5 hrs a 
week, OT after 44 
hrs a week. Please 
apply in person at 
7597 Jones Baseline 
in Arthur, via email 
at joea@abatepack-
ers.com, via fax at 
1-519-848-2793 or 
via phone at 1-519-
848-2107.

Seasonal DZ Water
Truck Driver

Seasonal Experienced
Landscape Labourer

To start immediately
Please send resume to

office@brucewilsonlandscaping.com

is looking 
for the

following:

HOUGHTON, M. Jacqueline 
Peacefully passed away at Mackenzie 
Health, Richmond Hill on Thursday, May 21, 
2020. Jackie Houghton (nee Carter) of Allis-
ton and formerly of Schomberg at 88 years 
of age. Beloved wife of late Lorne Silas Har-
vey and Allan Houghton. Loving mother of 
David (Laurie) Harvey, Sharon (Glen) Wiley 
and late Lynne King. Proud grandmother of 
Chris (Jessica) Harvey, Dan (Michele) King, 
Devin (Brandon) Chamberlin, Bryan (Kristine) 
King and Cindy (Scott) Martell. Cherished 
great grandmother of Jacob, Thomas, Olivia 
and Emma King; Patrick and Ainsley Harvey; 
Carter and Hudson Chamberlin; Austin and 
Blake King; Mason Martell and new baby 
Martell on the way. Dear sister of Ivy McCue 
and predeceased by her sisters Kaye Wietz 
and Marjorie Illingworth. Jackie will also be 
sadly missed by Allan’s dear family Debbie 
(Jim) Gollinger, Ken (Tracy) Houghton and 
Doug (Judy) Houghton and their children. 
Private family arrangements will be held 
followed by a celebration of Jackie’s life at 
a later date. In Jackie’s memory, donations 
may be made to Matthews House Hospice or 
to Bond Head United Church. Online condo-
lences may be made at www.skwarchukfu-
neralhome.com

Remember
your loved 
ones in a

special way...
IN MEMORIAMS

$30 + HST 
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TREE SERVICE

HOME IMPROVEMENT PAVING

HOME HEATING

HOME HEATING

DISPOSAL SERVICESBARN PAINTING

EXCAVATION & GRADING

NEW TECUMSETH 
SERVICE DIRECTORY

Who does what in our community.

PROPANE AND APPLIANCE SALES

866-952-0146

• RESIDENTIAL
• COMMERCIAL
• INDUSTRIAL

INSTALLATIONS   
SERVICE  • DELIVERY

CARLINg PROPANE INC.
Toll Free 1-866-952-0146   www.carlingpropane.ca

BIN RENTALS
JUNK REMOVAL

5 - 20 YRD BINS

www.dropntoss.ca 

416-248-5543 1-844-DNT-TOSS

WE FIX SKYLIGHTS!

www.brightskylights.ca

Call Joe at any time
416-705-8635 

BRIGHT
SKYLIGHTS

INC.

• Skylights replaced?
• No mess in your home
• Leak-proof -
   Guaranteed!
• Licensed & Insured
• 10 year Guarantee

COMMERCIAL •  INDUSTRIAL •  RESIDENTIAL 
905-303-5503 1-877-303-5503

charlie spano
14-3650 langstaff rd., 
suite 344, woodbridge

charlie.spano@yahoo.ca www.spanopavingltd.com

1-888-373-0550
www.paintandrepairnow.com
Email: bill4wmj@gmail.com

CHECK OUT 
OUR 

FACEBOOK 
PAGE!

TO PLACE AN AD IN THE
SERVICE DIRECTORY

PLEASE CONTACT VICKI AT
vicki@lpcmedia.ca  or 519-278-1700

Septics • Landscape • Excavation • Demolition • Haulage • Float Service

705-890-2459
matchgradeex@gmail.com

BY SAM ODROWSKI
LOCAL JOURNALISM
INITIATIVE REPORTER

In the era of COVID-19 many 
institutions and organizations 
are adapting how they operate 
to be in compliance with rapidly 
changing government regula-
tions. 

Stevenson Memorial Hospital 
(SMH) recently created addition-
al ways for patients and doctors to 
connect through its “Virtual Vis-
its” program that was launched 
last week. 

Patients in need of medical 
assessments and support from 
SMH can now book a video-call 
with their doctor and get a check-
up online, from the comfort of 
their own home.

“Through the COVID pres-
sures we’ve been forced to find 
different ways to serve patients 
and this is a way we can leverage 
technology that we have available 
to us…to serve patients who can’t 
get to the hospital,” said William 
Bye, Stevenson’s Chief Financial 
and Information Officer. 

This new program is especially 
beneficial for people with com-
promised immune systems or the 
elderly who need to book a doc-
tor appointment but have fears of 
catching COVID-19 when visit-
ing the hospital, although, SMH 
staff are doing everything pos-

sible to ensure COVID-19 can’t 
spread inside the facility. 

In addition to keeping suscep-
tible people safe from the virus or 
other contagious pathogens, the 
virtual visits program will help to 
reduce costs at SMH, according 
to Bye.

“Healthcare is always finan-
cially pressured and the upcom-
ing years are going to be even 
more so; this is a way that we can 
create some efficiency and use 
taxpayer dollars to the best of our 
ability,” he said. 

As the virtual visits program 
moves along, there’s no limit to 
how the hospital can implement 
it to more effectively to connect 
patients to health professionals.

“There’s unlimited possibili-
ties with this, really,” noted Bye. 
“We’ve had ER doctors that want 
to get setup on it, so they can do 
an assessment online rather than 
have someone come into the ER. 
There’s so many options we can 
do; it’s endless, really.”

The important part is determin-
ing what patient population the 
services are appropriate for, said 
Jodi Walker, Stevenson’s Patient 
Experience Manager.

“There’s certain services that 
will still require in-person ap-
pointments because it’s really 
dependent on the patient and the 
ailment or the concern,” she ex-

plained.
Walker stressed that this new 

program isn’t to replace in-person 
visits but instead streamline pro-
cesses and keep people safe.

The virtual visits program is a 
branch of the hospital’s Patient 
Connect online portal where peo-
ple can view upcoming appoint-
ments and procedures, laboratory 
results, diagnostics, and notes 
from the health care provider. 

This portal is hosted by Medi-
tech Expanse, which is a secure 
virtual visit platform, and Steven-
son is one of the first hospitals in 
Canada to launch it.

Meditech’s platform is hosted 
with Stevenson’s new Health and 
Information System, in partner-
ship with Southlake Regional 
Health Centre and Markham 
Stouffville Hospital. Bye said be-
cause Stevenson is a smaller hos-
pital, it would have never been 
able to leverage this virtual visit 
technology alone.

Anyone interested in utilizing 
the new technology can enroll un-
der the Patient Connect link at the 
top of www.stevensonhospital.ca 
where instructions are listed on 
how to sign up. They can also call 
the Health Information Depart-
ment at 705-435-3377 ext. 1216 
and they will provide an enrol-
ment form and support through-
out the enrolment process.

New “Virtual Visits” program launches at Stevenson FAIL TO REMAIN
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front driver’s side damage as a result 
of the collision.

Body shops or repair facilities that 
have had inquiries into having an ATV 
repaired that matches the description of 
the suspect vehicle with similar damage 
are asked to contact police.

Anyone with information regard-
ing this incident is asked to contact the 
Nottawasaga OPP at 1-888-310-1122 
or Crime Stoppers at 1-800-222-TIPS 
(8477). When you contact Crime Stop-
pers you remain anonymous, you will 
never have to testify and you may be 
eligible to receive a cash reward of up to 
$2,000.

EARLY MORNING
BREAK & ENTERS

On May 25, at approximately 8:57 
am, the Nottawasaga Detachment of the 
Ontario Provincial Police responded to 
a break and enter in progress at a resi-
dence in the area of 9th Line and County 
Road 90, in Essa Township. Information 
received was that a homeowner was 
awakened during the break and enter 
and that a motor vehicle was stolen from 
the residence.

A short time later, officers located 
the suspects in the area of Highway 27, 
south of County Road 90. A female was 
taken into police custody at this time, 
and a male suspect fled on foot, eventu-
ally stealing another motor vehicle and 
travelling into Barrie.

Officers from the Nottawasaga OPP 
and Barrie Police Service took the male 
into police custody in the area of Fern-
dale Drive and Edgehill Drive, in Barrie.

The investigation on-going and more 
information will be released as it be-
comes available.

POLICE WARN OF
UTILITIES SCAM

The Nottawasaga OPP would like 
members of our community to be aware 
of an on-going telephone scam involv-
ing fraudsters posing as representatives 
of Alectra Utilities.

Nottawasaga OPP has had reports of 
community members answering tele-
phone calls from people who are iden-
tifying themselves as employees from 
Alectra Utilities and advising people that 
their electrical service will be discon-
nected if they do not provide payment.

Customers are being asked to pur-
chase pre-paid credit cards and call a 
specific phone number to provide the 
card and PIN number.

“Please remain vigilant and call Alec-
tra directly if you experience this,” say 
Police. “Hang up immediately, and con-
tact Alectra directly. Make sure to never 
issue payment over the phone. Reputa-
ble companies will not ask for Bitcoin or 
pre-paid credit cards as payment.”

Anyone who believes they are the vic-
tim of a fraud or theft are asked to report 
it to the OPP non-emergency number 
by calling 1-888-310-1122 and to the 
Canadian Anti-Fraud Centre at 1-888-
495-8501.
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