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DO YOU KNOW?
Are you financially protected?

905-936-5200 Brenda Horan, ext. 21

Providing simple service in a complex world.  

Call us for answers.
It’s that simple.

Welcome to the Bluegrass Festival
Auto, home, personal & business insurance
including financial services such as RRSPs,

TFSAs & Retirement Planning
Call us for answers,

it’s that simple.

905-936-5200 ext. 21

Brenda Horan
R.I.B., CLU, CHS
Wealth Management Specialist 6670 Third Line, Tottenham, ON
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Dr. Matthew Lim
Optometrist
New Patients Welcome
• Comprehensive Eye Exams
• Contact Lens Fitting & Training
• Glaucoma, Cataracts, Diabetes &
  Macular Degeneration Co-management
• Diagnosis and Treatment of Ocular Disease

905-936-3112
13 Queen Street S., Tottenham, Ontario

Stay safe
and
stay

healthy!

Your Groceries HOME DELIVERED or 
READY FOR PICKUP at our stores.
For Home Delivery or Store Pickup: vincesmarket.ca/orderonline

*Restrictions apply. See website for details.

Anne Vandrie is one of several residents of Beeton’s Simcoe Manor who have taken it upon themselves to help frontline workers stay safe during the CO-
VID-19 pandemic. Here, she and sta�  member Ceilidh Lowrie sit down to knit mask extenders for sta� . For more, see Page 8.             CONTRIBUTED PHOTO

Helping Hands
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$10,000$10,000CASH BACK

Contact Us Today to Learn More

FLATOGROUP.COM

This offer is only valid for a limited time. Cannot be combined with any additional cash back offers. Only one cash back offer per lot will be 
released 1 year after closing. Flato Developments has the right to explain all offers and promotions outlining regulations for this offer. Prices 

and specifications are subject to change without notice. Offers void where prohibited. E. & O.E.

The $10,000 cash back incentive will be given to all 
frontline workers 1 year after their purchase agreement 
is signed for the purchase of their new home.

This offer is only valid to the following frontline workers:

Healthcare Workers such as Pharmacists and all Hospital Employees with 
a Hospital ID Tag and First Responders such as Police Officers, EMTs and 

Firefighters.
This offer applies to all projects currently selling.  Offer is valid on new purchases between May 1st to July 31st 

To show our appreciation to all frontline workers  and thank them for their con-
tribution to the communities, Flato will offer a cash back incentive to all of these 

courageous individuals who purchase a home from  Flato Developments.

to all frontline workers of COVID-19

info@flatogroup.com
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This is an important chance to put
your skills to work and provide care for 
our seniors.

Take this opportunity to make a 
di�erence. Together we can stop
the spread of COVID-19.

Learn more on how to apply at 
ontario.ca/ApplyLTCJobs 

Long-term care 
homes are hiring
And they’re looking for people like you. 
People with:

Personal 
support and 

nursing skills

Cleaning 
skills

Cooking 
skills

Paid for by the Government of Ontario

BY SAM ODROWSKI
LOCAL JOURNALISM 
NITIATIVE REPORTER

Ontarians have been asked to sacrifice their 
daily routines to “flatten the curve,” which 
protects the Province’s healthcare system from 
being overrun by COVID-19.

While the public has had mixed responses to 
the government’s restrictions imposed around 
the virus over the past two months, modelling 
shows preventative measures are working.

“We’ve made tremendous progress; in the 
last three weeks we’ve actually seen a level-
ling out [of cases],” said Dr. Charles Gardner, 
Chief Medical Officer of Health for the Sim-
coe Muskoka District Health Unit (SMDHU). 

Simcoe County has confirmed 412 cases, 
286 recoveries, and 33 deaths, while New Te-
cumseth has faced 44 cases, 26 recoveries, and 
one death, as of press time.

The overall number of cases in Simcoe 
County isn’t yet trending downwards but the 
rate at which the infection is spreading has 
slowed down significantly, according to Dr. 
Gardner.

“It does speak to the importance of main-
taining the control measures, the physical dis-
tancing measures that people need to continue 
to be very careful about,” he remarked.

SMDHU recently released its analysis for 
expected case projections if COVID-19’s 
spread continued at it’s rate of growth between 
March 15 and April 3, a time when the rate of 
infection was steepest, with case counts climb-
ing exponentially.

During that period, each positive case re-
sulted in an additional 1.9 people becoming 
infected and the total case counts would fre-

quently double. 
“The key for us in managing an outbreak is 

to get that number under one, so that less than 
one new case occurs for every case that you’ve 
got,” Dr. Gardner said.

“When that happens then it’s going down, 
it’s coming under control, and it’s getting less 
and less every time.”

If Simcoe County wasn’t able to flatten the 
curve and reduce the rate at which the virus 
was spreading early on, instead of 432 cases in 
Simcoe and Muskoka, there would be nearly 
7,000, according to SMDHU’s analysis of case 
projections. 

“We’ve averted over 6,500 cases with the 
public health measures that were put in place,” 
Dr. Gardner said.

Meanwhile, Premier Doug Ford has started 
to reopen certain businesses in Ontario.

It started with golf courses, marinas, retail 
stores and services with on-street entrances, 
pet care, veterinary services, and construction.

Sports fields and areas with recreation ac-
tivities have been reopened as well.

Hospitals are starting to asses their ability 
to commence elective surgeries or procedures 
and their readiness for responding to CO-
VID-19, should a second wave of infections 
emerge. 

While the COVID-19 situation may ap-
pear positive for Simcoe County residents, Dr. 
Gardner stressed that there’s still a mild up-
ward trajectory in transmission, so remaining 
vigilant about the virus is important. 

“We might have a relatively low rate of 
transmission compared with the Toronto area 
where it’s perhaps three times higher on a per 
capita basis, but we’re not coming down yet,” 
he noted.

Simcoe Muskoka sees COVID-19 
cases level out: SMDHU

BY MARK PAVILONS & BROCK WEIR

Students in Ontario will not be returning 
to the classroom to finish off the school year.

Education Minister Stephen Lecce an-
nounced Tuesday that keeping schools closed 
for the rest of this school year will help pro-
tect the health and safety of students.

This decision was based on advice from 
the Chief Medical Officer of Health, health 
officials on the COVID-19 Command Table, 
and medical experts at The Hospital for Sick 
Children.

“Our plan is about ensuring students re-
main safe from COVID-19 and ensure that 
they remain learning while at home,” said 
Minister Lecce on Tuesday afternoon, ac-
companied by Premier Doug Ford and Dep-
uty Premier Christine Elliott. “As students 
remain at home, we have strengthened our 
Learn at Home program and our expecta-
tions.

“We want to recognize those educators 
who have stepped up to support students and 
I know many parents and some students have 
been clear to the government that they want 
to see this type of support being more consis-
tent. [That] is why we continue to insist on 
the standardization of live, dynamic learning, 
also known as ‘synchronous learning’, that 
help give your children a sense of commu-
nity with their educators and friends.

“I have also seen firsthand how powerful 
this interaction can be. In this tough circum-
stance, we have to give students that sense 
of community, that face-to-face real-time 

experience where teachers interact by voice 
and video with their students, the opportunity 
to see their peers, challenge assumptions, to 
learn new skills, using the best technology 
available to us. It makes the difference.”

At the same time, the government is plan-
ning for the reopening of schools for the 
2020-21 school year, the gradual reopening 
of child care and the opening of summer day 
camps.

“We will never waver from our commit-
ment to keep your child safe, while learning 
at home,” said Minister Lecce. “Our plan will 
ensure students receive the best educational 
experience, both inside and outside the class-
room during this difficult time.”

Added Premier Ford: “Nothing is more 
important than protecting our kids in this 
province, bar none over anything. [The an-
nouncement] gives parents certainty, know-
ing that their children can continue to learn 
safely at home and that we have a plan for 
child care as we work to gradually reopen 
more of our economy, when it is safe to do 
so.”

All students who were on track to gradu-
ate from secondary school before the initial 
school closure order was made in March will 
be able to graduate, and all students will re-
ceive report cards.

Before the summer, the government will 
announce a plan to strengthen learning and 
safety protocols to enable students and staff 
to return to in-class instruction for the 2020-
2021 school year.

Continued on Page 12

Schools remain closed for remainder 
of 2019-2020 academic year

BY SAM ODROWSKI 
LOCAL JOURNALISM
INITIATIVE REPORTER

Increasing testing capacity and wait times is an im-
portant part of limiting COVID-19’s spread and better 
understanding its impact. 

The United States, Canada, and other developing 
countries are currently in a race to improve turn around 
times for testing, with the end goal of creating instan-
taneous technology. 

With the current tests at Stevenson Memorial Hos-
pital (SMH), results are received in roughly five days or 
less, but SMH President and CEO Jody Levac said on-
the-spot testing isn’t far away.

“I’m confident we’re going to be there quickly,” he 
remarked, during SMH’s “COVID-19 Virtual Q&A” last 
Thursday, May 14.

“The technology and the desire to… surveil this 
virus is moving quite quickly and I think it’s really good 
news for the public.” 

Individuals who access SMH’s Assessment Centre, 
which is set up in its lower parking lot, or receive a CO-
VID-19 test at the hospital, receive a pharyngeal swab. 

“It’s not the most comfortable thing but it only lasts 
five seconds and essentially we take a little stick and 
we place it gently in your nose for five seconds and 
we’re able to test it that way,” explained Chief of Emer-
gency Dr. Matthew Myatt.

While those tests aren’t useful for immediately 
screening people flowing in or out of the hospital, 
SMH does screen for physical symptoms, and if an indi-
vidual is suspected to have COVID-19, SMH will advise 
them on how to treat it appropriately going forward.

The Ford government announced last week that it’s 
encouraging all Ontarians to go to assessment centres 

if they have even just one symptom of COVID-19. 
“We’ve been saying that for the past month because 

our local assessment centres have had the capacity to 
be able to do that and it’s very much preferable that 
people know their status,” noted Dr. Charles Gardner, 
Chief Medical Officer of Health for the Simcoe Muskoka 
District Health Unit. 

Meanwhile, the Ford government has prioritized 
the testing of individuals in long-term care homes as 
they are disproportionately affected by COVID-19 re-
lated fatalities and hospitalizations.

1,389 out of 1,904 deaths in Ontario came from 
long-term care residents, as of press time. 

Last month the province announced mandatory 
testing of all 70,000 Ontarians in long-term care across 
roughly 630 homes.

“We’re really excited about this, quite honestly, be-
cause it’s just one more measure we can do to try and 
identify early if there’s COVID-19,” noted Jane Sinclair, 
who manages Simcoe Manor for the County.

“With COVID, if you don’t have symptoms you can’t 
see it, you can’t taste it, you can’t smell it, it’s invisible 
and that’s the most dangerous part,” she stressed.

Dr. Myatt, who also serves as board chair of the Al-
liston Family Health Teams, said SMH team has been 
swabbing Simcoe Manor residents to monitor infec-
tions. 

To date, Simcoe Manor has had zero positive cases 
of COVID-19.

Collingwood Nursing Home had the first outbreak 
in Simcoe County with zero symptomatic residents 
or staff on May 13. The three infected residents were 
determined as positive cases through the province’s 
universal testing at long-term care facilities. 

In total, 7,800 tests are being conducted through-
out Simcoe Muskoka, which is almost complete.

Stevenson CEO optimistic about
instantaneous COVID-19 testing
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BY BROCK WEIR

I had some grandiose plans once quaran-
tine hit.

Knowing that I would have to make the 
best of my home office, I had visions of com-
pletely overhauling the space: tidying it up 
significantly, purging at least a garbage bag’s 
worth of files, papers, and other things that 
were no longer of use, and transforming it 
into a prime example of efficiency.

So, that didn’t happen in the first week. Nor 
did it happen in the second. In fact, due to the 
simple fact that our slower pace of life didn’t 
slow down the news, executing my vision 
had to wait until Week Seven – or whatever 
the week that was…was.

The time to buckle down and get started 
finally arrived on Saturday night.

As I was only able to fill half a garbage bag 
on this first go-round, it’s going to have to 
be a multi-step process. But the simple fact 
of the matter is I was continually distracted 
by things I had filed away years ago and had 
completely forgotten about.

One such item that finally saw the light of 
day was a playbill from an event my mom 
and I attended in upstate New York on May 
28, 2000.

Leafing through the booklet, I realized that 
20 years ago at this time, my 14-year-old self 
was buzzing with excitement. It wasn’t just 
the fact that a bona fide Broadway legend 
was set to grace the stage in just over a week, 
nor was it the fact she was doing so in tribute 
to another performer I hold very close to my 
heart – okay, both of those factors played a 
large part in my excitement, but more than 
that was the event was going to be the first 
chance I would have to meet many friends 
face to face.

All things being relative, the internet was 
still in its infancy and having met about a 
dozen of these people online just a few years 
previously, united by a particular interest, we 

had never actually met each other in person. 
It was somewhat fitting that I uncovered 

this particular playbill just a couple of hours 
after a Zoom meeting of more than 25 people, 
many of whom were at that event nearly two 
decades ago.

It might sound strange, but these men and 
women I met through an email mailing list 
designed for back-and-forth discussion, a 
medium that is almost extinct today, are 
among my closest friends and seeing them at 
this upstate New York festival each year (al-
though these events are now held in August 
rather than May) for the past two decades is a 
highlight of the year.

Holding the playbill in my hand and re-
flecting on the Zoom conversation, I realised 
I am now, under quarantine, seeing and in-
teracting with these lovely people more now 
than ever before.

Face to face interaction, of course, can’t 
be replicated and that is always the ideal, I 
couldn’t help but think that, with necessity 
being the mother of invention, the pandemic 
and the lengths we have all gone to stay con-
nected, have only served to strengthen our 
friendships.

Rather than meeting up once or twice a 
year, we’ve spent the last several weeks carv-
ing out an hour or two out of our respective 
Saturday afternoons to keep each other up to 
speed, share ideas, and exchange views on 
the very issues that brought us together in the 
first place. It is invaluable and has provided 
no small degree of comfort in this time of un-
certainty.

Now, as the Province – and the world – 
begins the process of reopening and getting 
back up to speed, I wonder if these meetings, 
these forums, these measures of bridging the 
gap of not being able to see each other in per-
son as time allows, will be one of the first ca-
sualties when we establish our new normal.

If so, I’m going to feel a loss.
Don’t get me wrong, I too am looking for-

Brock’s Banter: Appreciating our gains – and I don’t mean the pounds
ward to some kind of resumption of my “old” 
life, but I am hoping some of the ways we 
have adapted to our present circumstances 
continue.

We are, at least in my observation, a little 
more patient. Sure, we’re a little impatient 
when it comes to how things were, but whether 
we’re out shopping for essentials, giving a local 
restaurant a hand ordering take-out, or keeping 
our mental bandwidth in check while increas-
ingly taxed online bandwidth slows down the 
speed of virtual tasks, we’re all a bit more toler-
ant than we used to be and more willing to be 
flexible and roll with the punches.

Signs of support thanking our frontline 
workers, encouraging our fellow residents, 
or images designed to simply brighten up the 
neighbourhood have become an always-wel-
come sight, as are the boldly-painted rocks 
with poignant messages popping up where 
we least expect them. I’ll be sad to see these 
consigned to the history books.

As we enter yet another week, we have col-
lectively lost a lot, but, as the light at the end 
of the tunnel grows, I think it is important to 
look at what we’ve gained in the process. I 
know I am, and I hope to hold onto it. Well, 
most of it.

These miniature works of art have provided comfort and inspiration to our communities.                              
PHOTO BY BROCK WEIR
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ACROSS
1. Bird’s bill
5. Gooey substance
9. Perfume ingredient
14. Wheel shaft
15. Soccer team
17. Freightage
18. Portico
19. Spin
20. Unexpected pleasure
21.	Electron-deficient	atom
22. Marvy
23. Wedding-cake part
25. Simple
26. Transparent
28. Assist in crime
30. Muslim leader
32. Ma’s instrument
34. Uproar
37. Tropical eel
39. Worker at an inn

42. Sable or mink
44. Cancel
45. Green fruit
46. “____ of the Ball”
48. March date
49. Dogma
50. Short message
51. Winner’s position
53. Before
54. Higher
56. Small boy
57. ____ out (allotted)
59. Birthday or surprise
60. Knob
62. Tropical creeper
64. Superhero’s chest letter
65. Narrow valley
67. Period of indulgence
71. Prepare a salad
74. Stewpot
76. Go by plane

78. Morsel for a pony
79. Take advantage of
81. Dwarfed plant
83. Ballerina’s short skirt
84. Sudden forward thrust
85. Merry
86. Venerable
87. Improve by editing
88. Race assemblage
89. Had being

DOWN
1. “____ Instinct”
2. Praise
3. Unattended
4. New Zealand parrot
5. Worldwide
6. ____ off steam
7. Egglike
8. Small
9. Pretend

10. Runway
11. Cypress, e.g.
12. Seaweed gel
13. Learning method
15. Geologic division
16. Born as
22. Oddity of nature
24. Isolated
27. Transversely
29. Shelf item
31. Attire
33. Drain-opener ingredient
34. Dart about
35. At sea
36. Sweltering
37. Situated in the middle
38. Carry to excess
40. From that moment
41. Make high-pitched sounds
43. Hollow stalk
44. Break in friendship
47. Envelop
49. Mood
52. In this way
54. “____ Lazy River”
55. Flower
58. “The Sun ____ Rises”
61. Plan
63. Baby
65. Darkness
66. Harpoon
68. Cosmetic
69. “Peter, Peter, pumpkin 

____ . . .”
70. Chopin work
71. Fable, e.g.
72. Egg cell
73. Reasonable
75. JFK follower
77. Jar’s cover
80. Conducted
82. Litigate
83. Game marble

Solution on page 14
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BY MIKE BAKER

When Premier Doug Ford 
“took back Ontario”, as he so 
vociferously claimed follow-
ing the 2018 provincial elec-
tion, he promised to usher in 
a new era of common-sense, 
for-the-people critical think-
ing at Queen’s Park. Now, 
more than ever, we need him 
to follow through on that 
commitment. 

COVID-19 has really 
knocked the world for a loop 
over the past few months. 
Entire countries, particularly 
in	Europe,	have,	figuratively,	
been brought to their knees. 
Nations have closed their 
borders and completely shut 
down their economies in an 
attempt to stop the spread 
of the coronavirus. Granted 
pandemic status by the World 
Health Organization (WHO) 
in March, COVID-19 has, 
as of Monday infected a 
shade under 5 million people 
worldwide, and killed almost 
320,000. 

On the face of it, those are 
some pretty startling statis-
tics. It’s only when you be-
gin to dive a little deeper that 
you may wind up scratching 
your head, wondering why 
we	find	ourselves	in	the	situ-
ation we’re in today. 

We currently have a popu-
lation on earth of around 7.8 
billion people. Using the 
statistics published by the 
WHO, that means 0.06 per-
cent of the global population 
have been infected by COV-
ID-19. Even if we acknowl-
edge	 that	 many	 confirmed	
cases	 have	 flown	 under	 the	
radar and gone undiagnosed, 
let’s say we, generously, 
multiply	the	confirmed	num-
ber by 10, it still only brings 
us to a fraction of a percent 
– 0.6 percent, in fact. 

There have been many 
comparisons made by the 
mainstream media in Cana-
da, for some strange reason, 
between COVID-19 and the 
Spanish Flu, which gripped 
the world for the better part 
of two years from 1918 to 
1920. An estimated 500 mil-
lion people were infected at a 

It’s time to reopen the economy
time when earth had a popu-
lation of between 1.5 billion 
and 2 billion, with deaths re-
ported to be between 17 mil-
lion and 50 million. You like-
ly don’t need a calculator to 
break down those numbers. 

Looking more recently, go-
ing back a decade, the H1N1 
Swine Flu pandemic saw as 
many as 1.4 billion people 
infected worldwide. The 
virus, which was consider-
ably more vicious than CO-
VID-19, is believed to have 
claimed the lives of around 
575,400 people, according to 
the Centers for Disease Con-
trol and Prevention (CDC). 
It should be noted, there was 
no real mass hysteria, and 
certainly no global shutdown 
when	 Swine	 Flu	 first	 hit	 in	
2009. 

Here in Canada, as of Mon-
day, there have been around 
78,000	 confirmed	 cases	 of	
COVID-19. The majority 
of those cases have been in 
Quebec (43,000), and here in 
Ontario (23,000). Mr. Ford 
moved quickly to legislate 
lockdown measures that pro-
hibited non-essential servic-
es from operating. That was 
more than eight weeks ago. 

Since then, the provincial 
unemployment rate has bal-
looned to around 12 percent 
– the highest it’s been in 
more than 25 years. An es-
timated 2.2 million Ontario 
workers, representing nearly 
one in three jobs in the prov-
ince, have been directly af-
fected through job losses or 
reduced hours at work. On-
tario’s	 deficit	 is	 expected	 to	
quadruple to around $41 bil-
lion due to costs incurred by 
the coronavirus. 

While the Premier unveiled 

the	first	stage	of	his	plan	to	
relaunch the economy last 
week, a move that will allow 
most retail operations with 
a street-front entrance to 
open and lifts limits on con-
struction projects across the 
province, it doesn’t quite go 
far enough. We understand 
why a shutdown had to hap-
pen, and commend the pro-
vincial government for suc-
cessfully slowing the spread 
of COVID-19, but the time 
has come to relax those re-
strictions and fully restore 
the economy. 

While every one of the 
5,679 (as of Sunday) lives 
lost due to COVID-19 is a 
tragedy, the vast majority of 
those deaths, around 90 per-
cent, occurred with people 
over the age of 70, many of 
whom had additional health 

problems that compromised 
their immune systems. For 
those aged 20 to 69 – the 
people who predominantly 
make up Canada’s work-
force, there have been 547 
deaths. That equates to 
around 0.003 percent of the 
workforce. 

Conrad Black made a 
harsh, but good point in a 
recent column published by 
the National Post, stating 
“putting	between	a	fifth	and	
a third of the population in 
grave	financial	danger	and	at	
risk of ancillary conditions 
that can also be deadly, to 
reduce the mortal incidence 
of the virus from 320 peo-
ple in one million over the 
whole population to 200, is 
not	a	justifiable	measure.”

He pointed to Sweden, 
who have avoided a mass 

shutdown of services, in-
stead implementing less 
stringent coronavirus mea-
sures. The result is a little 
more than 30,000 of the 
Scandinavian nation’s 10.23 
million people have con-
tracted the virus. While its 
economy has been impacted 
by the pandemic, it certainly 
hasn’t been hit as hard as 
some other European na-
tions, such as the UK, Ger-
many and France. 

It’s already being said 
that the COVID-19 crisis is 
going to bring on the worst 
recession in modern history 
– even worse than the Great 
Depression.	 The	 financial	
implications are already go-
ing to be felt for generations. 
Pushing the reopening of the 
economy back any more is 
only going to exacerbate the 

problem, and increase that 
timeline. 

We are in a much stronger 
position now than we were 
when the crisis hit more than 
two months ago. Hospitals 
are better prepared to handle 
any future outbreak, while 
businesses have introduced 
extensive safeguarding mea-
sures to ensure the spread of 
the virus is limited.

We, the general public, 
are more in tune with what 
to do, too. Elderly residents, 
and those with health con-
cerns, should continue to 
self-isolate and limit any 
face-to-face interaction. But 
the rest of us need to get 
back to work. We need to do 
what we can to rebuild the 
Ontario economy, before it’s 
too late.  
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adopt me!
Meet Murray. Murray is 3 years old and 
is ready to love a family. Murray gives 
all the love he can muster up in a day, 
and loves to head bump. If he could 
choose it would be to snuggle all day 
with other cats or humans. This chatty 
and lovely guy will make an awesome 
addition to many new homes. He is 
FELV and FIV negative. He is neutered, 
vaccinated, flea treated, and 
dewormed. Adoption fee is $150.00

Check our facebook page to see the other kitties looking for their 
forever home. Donations always needed to help care for the cats as 
we are not funded at all, and rely on donations and fundraisers. If you 
would like to volunteer as well we are always appreciative. 

FERAL CAT RESCUE INC.
519-278-0707 

Meet Murray. Murray is 3 years old and 
is ready to love a family. Murray gives 
all the love he can muster up in a day, 
and loves to head bump. If he could 
choose it would be to snuggle all day 
with other cats or humans. This chatty 
and lovely guy will make an awesome 
addition to many new homes. He is 
FELV and FIV negative. He is neutered, 
vaccinated, flea treated, and 
dewormed. Adoption fee is $150.00

Check our facebook page to see the other kitties looking for their 
forever home. Donations always needed to help care for the cats as 
we are not funded at all, and rely on donations and fundraisers. If you 
would like to volunteer as well we are always appreciative. 

Cat of the Week

Check our facebook page to see the other kitties looking for their 
forever home. Donations always needed to help care for the cats as 
we are not funded at all, and rely on donations and fundraisers. If you 
would like to volunteer as well we are always appreciative. 

Murray
905-951-9511

24 Shore St., Bolton 
behind the Pizza Nova
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Across from the Muddy Water
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“Your affordable smile renovation and restoration dentists”

Our offi ce is open for emergencies ONLY!
Please leave a message with the nature of your 

emergency if there is no answer. We will return your 
call within 24 hours.

Recommended to NOT go to hospital for dental 
emergencies.

Our offi ces have been prepared for this 
terrible virus since January when the 
news fi rst broke. We have all the PPE 

gear to treat patients safely and put their 
minds at ease.

BY SAM ODROWSKI
LOCAL JOURNALISM 
INITIATIVE REPORTER

As COVID-19 numbers de-
cline and Ontario embarks on 
the fi rst stage of its reopening 
plan, millions are optimistic 
about a return to normal life.

But this isn’t the reality for 
everyone. Over 4,000 Canadi-
ans live as if there’s a global 
health crisis every single day.

“It’s so interesting for me 
to see the world right now be-
cause it’s like everyone’s living 
in our shoes,” said Tottenham’s 
Sasha Haughian, mother of 
two boys with cystic fi brosis. 

Individuals with cystic fi -
brosis who can’t access gene 
modulators become severely 
ill each time they get a com-
mon cold or fl u virus and the 
daily precautions they take to 
stay safe are strikingly similar 
to those being enforced by On-
tario for COVID-19. 

“People have always been 
able to go to parks, restau-
rants, or concerts, without even 
thinking twice about the germs 
fl oating around, but we’ve al-
ways sort of had to be germa-
phobes,” Haughian said.

“What people are afraid to 
experience if they catch COV-
ID-19 is literally what we live 

every time my kids get sick.
“Imagine catching COV-

ID-19 repeatedly throughout 
your life; it would do irrevers-
ible damage to your lungs.”

As a mother, Haughian said 
it’s incredibly diffi cult to watch 
her children suffer each time 
they fi ght off a pathogen or 
virus. 

“My son Andre, when he 
would get just a cold, oh my 
goodness he would cough 
until he couldn’t breath, until 
we would have to rush him to 
the emergency room,” she re-
called. “They’ve coughed up 
blood, they’ve done it all, it’s 
so scary and it’s never ending.”

Over the course of a life-
time, sickness is unavoidable 
and even with all the precau-
tions Haughian takes to keep 
her boys safe, they catch 
colds roughly once every two 
months, which spread between 
the two and last for weeks at a 
time.

After a certain number of 
lung infections, breathing ca-
pacity becomes so limited that 
cystic fi brosis carriers need a 
lung transplant to stay alive.

Fortunately, there’s a gene 
modulating drug called Ork-
ambi that Haughian said is a 
“borderline cure” for about 
50 percent of people suffering 

from cystic fi brosis in Canada.
In the United States, Ger-

many, Australia, and other de-
veloped countries, these drugs 
are covered by public health or 
private insurance plans.

However, in Canada, where 
people take pride in free access 
to healthcare, the life-changing 
drugs are being denied to cys-
tic fi brosis carriers who now 
fall below the global standard 
of care.

In February of 2019, Ontar-
io’s Ministry of Health (MOH) 
mandated that cystic fi brosis 
patients must lose 20 percent 
of lung function and sustain it 
for six months to be prescribed 
Orkambi.

“That’s just where it’s just 
inhumane in my eyes,” Haugh-
ain said. “It’s like waiting for a 
cancer patient to get to stage 
four before you start chemo. 
Imagine there’s a vaccine or 
cure developed [for COV-
ID-19] and our Ministry says 
you have to get ‘X’ amount of 
sickness before we’re going to 
give it to you.

Haughian has written sever-
al letters to the MOH demand-
ing that the criteria is lifted. 

Her son, Joshua, lost 20 
percent lung function last win-
ter, and she said it was awful 
to experience but his doctors 

Tottenham family’s struggle has parallels with COVID crisis: Mom

helped him regain most of it 
back since then, making him 
ineligible for Orkambi.

“CF patients suffer slowly 
over time and that is why this 
criteria...does not fi t the way 
our respiratory therapists gen-
erally treat the disease,” she 
reasoned.

Once someone loses 20 per-
cent of lung function and sus-
tains for it six months, the gene 
modulating drugs will likely 
have limited impact and a lung 
transplant is needed to survive.

“These drugs are preventa-
tive, like any medicine really, 
the healthier you are the better 
it’s going to work, and the bet-
ter you’re going to be,” Haugh-
ian said.

To date zero people in On-
tario have qualifi ed for Orkam-
bi since the eligibility criteria 
was introduced. 

The restrictions have caused 
many people in the cystic fi -
brosis community to question 
whether the MOH does in fact 
want to help those who are suf-
fering. The criteria is currently 
under review and has been for 

half a year. 
“We’re saying, how long 

does it take to review a crite-
ria that’s helped zero people? 
There’s nothing to review,” 
Haughian said.

She said access is being re-
stricted because the cost of 
Orkambi is set too high but the 
MOH won’t admit that it’s a 
factor. 

When a new drug comes into 
Canada, the Patented Medicine 
Price Review Board sets a ceil-
ing price and Orkambi is over 
double what’s paid in other 
countries, at $250,000 a year, 
per patient.

The Canadian Agency for 
Drugs and Technology in 
Health (CADTH) provides 
recommendations to the MOH 
on whether a drug should be 
funded and recommended 
against Orkambi. 

The Pan Canadian Pharma-
ceutical Alliance (PCPA) ne-
gotiates drug prices with the 
pharmaceutical companies and 
Vertex, the company behind 
Orkambi and 30 other gene 
modulating drugs, has made 

several offers, such as provid-
ing the drug at a 60 percent 
price reduction. 

Earlier this month, Vertex of-
fered to provide gene modulat-
ing drugs to all Canadians with 
cystic fi brosis for 90 days, but 
the PCPA refused to negotiate 
a deal. 

“That offer was just meant to 
get us through this COVID-19 
pandemic, because obviously 
the people with CF are really 
high risk if they do catch CO-
VID-19,” stressed Haughian.

She said the MOH’s restric-
tions on Orkambi and refusal 
of Vertex’s offer shows that 
the health of Ontarians is not 
the government’s top priority, 
as they’ve stated several times 
since COVID-19 hit.

She said Ontario’s quick 
response to the virus and pre-
cautions they’ve taken to limit 
its spread are appreciated, but 
she’s fl abbergasted by their re-
luctance to provide “life-chang-
ing” drugs to those in need.

“It just blows my mind that 
it’s over a lung issue, like it’s 
over the exact same thing as 
COVID-19,” noted Haughian, 
who wrote a letter to Premier 
Ford last month expressing her 
frustration. 

Getting the gene modulating 
drugs to carriers of cystic fi bro-
sis could be done immediately 
by removing the loss of lung 
function criteria, thus increas-
ing their chance of survival dur-
ing the pandemic, she stressed. 

“The provincial government 
is working very fast to do other 
great things and that would be a 
very quick solution, that could 
be done today if they wanted,” 
Haughian said. “Heaven forbid 
a CF patient did catch CO-
VID-19, it’s going to be way 
less severe if they can access 
Orkambi.”

Mom Sasha with sons Andre and Joshua.                           
   CONTRIBUTED PHOTO
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Learn more at ontario.ca/coronavirus
Paid for by the Government of Ontario

Wear a face covering when 
physical distancing is a challenge

Inside or out, stay safe. Save lives.

Practice physical distancing.
 Stay two metres away from others2 m

Wash hands thoroughly and often

As businesses begin to reopen, we all need to 
continue our e�orts to protect each other.

We’re Making a 
Di�erence to Keep 
Each Other Safe from 
COVID-19
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Charming garden centre located right in 
the middle of rural communities offers 

best quality trees, shrubs, annuals, 
perennial, herbs and vegetables and a 

huge assortment of indoor plants.

Beatiful hanging baskets and 
arrangements for all seasons. 

Soil, mulch and aggregates available for 
pick-up and delivery.

The Town Bloom also offers professional 
landscape design, built and maintenance 
service. Email info@thetownbloom.com 

for more information.

10911 Hwy #9, Caledon • 905-880-8010

BY SAM ODROWSKI
LOCAL JOURNALISM INITIATIVE REPORTER

As Canadians collectively experience the challenges related 
to COVID-19, many are struggling with changes to their life-
style, routine, and overall well-being. 

To help offset stress, isolation, and loneliness caused by the 
pandemic, the New Tecumseth Public Library has shifted its 
programs online and started a new one called “COVID Con-
versations.”

Organizer of the new program, Kimberly Burgess, said when 
the Library started back up its book clubs and other adult pro-
grams through Zoom, participants would often discuss how CO-
VID-19 was affecting them at the beginning of each session. 

“What I decided to do was start a program where that is just 
what we talk about, so, for an hour each week we… just chat 
about how people are feeling,” she said.

“We can talk about what they’re experiencing, things that 
they’re having diffi culty coping with, and share tips with each 
other,” Burgess added.

“I’m hoping people feel less isolated in their homes, that this 
is a chance for them to connect in a meaningful way.”

Burgess said people often joke that humans are “social be-
ings,” but that’s the reality.

“We’re missing each other and as the closures are extended all 

New Library program sparks conversations in a time of social isolation

over the place, people are struggling,” she said. “I’ve had people 
cry in some of my programs because I might have been the fi rst 
person that they spoke to in the last couple of days.

“People are missing people.”
The fi rst four COVID Conversations are based around topics 

that frequently came up during other programs, such as being 
home alone, home with kids, working from home, and having 
no work. 

“Home alone is huge, there is a demographic that is strug-
gling, not being able to see their grandkids, not being able to see 
their adult children,” said Burgess.

That was the focus of the fi rst COVID Conversation, which 
was held on May 8 and she said it was a great success.

While only four people participated, they were all fully en-
gaged and shared how they’re coping with a loss of physical 
connection to family, friends, daily structure, schedule, and rou-
tine, Burgess said.

They also shared tips on how to stay physically active, men-
tally healthy, and stay connected with friends as well as the out-
side world.

Burgess said this can be done by doing socially distant family 
visits, outdoor walks to get fresh air, setting manageable goals 
daily through a to-do list, joining an online fi tness class, and 
scheduling regular video chats or phone calls with family and 
friends. 

“Participants greatly appreciated and enjoyed the opportunity 
to connect and realize they are not alone in their challenges,” 
Burgess noted.

Home with kids was the topic for May 15 and participants 
discussed how they’re adapting as they help their children with 
school and take care of them 24/7. 

Looking ahead to May 22, the COVID Conversations session 
will focus on working from home and some of the related chal-
lenges.

“Before when we all went to the offi ce working at home was 
a treat,” Burgess recalled. “If you could work from home peri-
odically, everybody loved it but now being forced to work from 
home is completely different.”

She told The Times many people who are working remotely 
are now having issues with productivity.

“For the library staff that are still working, we talk about how 
our hours are going up but we’re achieving less and until you 
hear other people say that you think it’s just you,” Burgess says. 
“There’s comfort in knowing that other people are dealing with 
the same things that you are and that it’s not just you.”

The fourth conversation is scheduled for May 29 and geared 
towards people who are unemployed because of COVID-19. 

In April alone, almost two million Canadians lost their jobs.
“There’s a lot of people who now have to deal with that and 

even with the fi nancial benefi ts that the government is trying 
to get out to people, there’s still fallout from simply no longer 
working,” Burgess explained.

Going forward, Burgess said they’re taking the program week 
to week because there’s no clear date when the local library will 
reopen and what it’s capacity will be when that happens.

“Even if the library reopens at a certain point, libraries, com-
munity centres, restaurants, there will still be a demographic that 
is high risk, that isn’t going to necessarily want to venture out 
into that right away,” she noted. 

Meanwhile, for the format of COVID Conversations, in addi-
tion to Zoom, people can join in by phone, if they’re less com-
fortable using video conferencing technology. 

However, the library will do what they can to assist people 
who aren’t tech-savvy to get them setup. 

To fi nd out more details about COVID Conversations or reg-
ister for a future session, email kimburgess@ntpl.ca and express 
your interest. 

“We don’t want anyone sitting at home by themselves, think-
ing there’s nobody out there for them,” Burgess stressed. 

Kimberly  Burgess
CONTRIBUTED PHOTO

BY SAM ODROWSKI
LOCAL JOURNALISM INITIATIVE REPORTER

Throughout New Tecumseth, people are doing what 
they can to help others and be supportive of the com-
munity during the COVID-19 pandemic.

At Simcoe Manor, a group of active knitters have 
been making mask extenders for the long-term care 
home’s staff.

The mask extenders wrap around the back of a per-
son’s head and are used to clip on masks. 

“We have a few residents who have been knitting 
these and donating them back to our staff members, be-
cause they’re wanting to give back and help out too,” 
said Rosa Athanassoulis

While the frontline staff at long-term care homes are 
being championed in the media for the work they’re 
doing to keep seniors safe, Athanassoulis said Simcoe 
Manor’s residents are rock stars as well. 

“It’s not just about us giving to the residents it’s about 
them also wanting to help us out,” she smiled. 

Handful of knitters 
helping protect sta�  

at Simcoe Manor
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South Simcoe Arts Council continues community connections
BY SUU TAYLOR
EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR
SOUTH SIMCOE ARTS COUNCIL

At a time when many organizations have suspended activ-
ity, the South Simcoe Arts Council has found ways to continue 
to connect with the community and offer opportunities to en-
gage in meaningful art activities.

It has been a difficult spring, particularly for our students.  
Many events were cancelled, including the South Simcoe Arts 
Council’s March Break workshops.

When COVID-19 appeared in Canada, the SSAC was pre-
paring for our annual Music Festival which typically takes 
place in April. 

We had registrations for Piano, Voice, Strings, and Speech 
Arts/Drama. Our team responded to the changing situation 
quickly by transitioning to a Virtual Music Festival.  Our 
competitors were invited to submit their video performances 
which were adjudicated online by professional performers. 
We have been posting many performances on our Facebook 
page, so we are still able to share the incredible music tal-
ent of South Simcoe.  At a time when so much was uncertain 
and changing, our students were able to follow through on 
their goal of preparing for and performing their pieces for the 
SSAC Music Festival. The community continues to support 
the Music Festival.  Thanks to donors such as Tec We Gwill 
Women’s Institute, Dr. Mary Hookey, Joyful Sounds Music 
Studio, James and Jan Atkinson and KD Wray Professional 
Corporation, we are able to offer cash prizes to our top win-
ners. 

The South Simcoe Arts Council has been at its current ad-
dress on Victoria Street in Alliston for four years.  We sell 
artwork by our member artists.

In addition to paintings and photographs, SSAC’s Forty-
One: Local Art Market sells artisan work such as jewellery, 
pottery, hand-carved wood, felted purses, books by local au-
thors, stained glass, and greeting cards.

Many items are more than beautiful, they are functional as 
well - hand-turned pens, alpaca socks, hand-knit hats, leather 

dopp kit, paint-pour clocks. Shoppers can be confident that 
they are supporting local artists when they purchase their 
unique piece of art at FortyOne: Local Art Market.

Once social restrictions are lifted, customers may even meet 
the artist while in the store! In the meantime, we are very ex-
cited to announce the launch of our online store, FortyOne: 
Local Art Market.  Items are displayed on the South Simcoe 
Arts Council website and available for curbside pickup.

The South Simcoe Arts Council will be holding the 5th 
annual Creative Works Writing Contest at the end of May.  
Authors from ages 8 years and up are invited to submit their 
short stories or poetry for the chance to win cash prizes and 
get written feedback from published authors.

We have engaged award-winning Canadian author Maria 
Reva, as well as local authors Carolyn J. Morris (judging 
children’ entries) and Judy Penz Sheluk (judging youth en-

tries).  The modest entry fees make the Creative Works Writ-
ing Contest accessible to all.

The SSAC is committed to bringing Arts to All. As always, 
if finances are an issue, we invite individuals to contact the 
office. Entries for the Creative Works Writing Contest are due 
by May 25th.  Applicants can find submission information and 
rules at the SSAC’s website, www.SouthSimcoeArtsCouncil.
com.  Online registration is available. 

One thing the pandemic has shown us is how important 
the Arts are to the human spirit.  Even in isolation –  perhaps 
especially in isolation –  we are expressing ourselves cre-
atively,  through TikTok, cake decorating, composing songs, 
painting, quilting, learning a new hobby, writing a poem or 
short story.  The South Simcoe Arts Council is proud to offer 
an outlet and an opportunity for our community members to 
explore their creative side.

PHOTO COURTESY OF THE SOUTH SIMCOE ARTS COUNCIL
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BY BRIAN LOCKHART

The TNT Express Football Club has 
been sidelined for the 2020 season.

Football clubs around the province 
received the news on Tuesday, May 
19, that the Ontario Provincial Foot-
ball League has cancelled the spring 
and summer season.

The League posted a news release 
on Tuesday stating: “The Ontario Pro-
vincial Football League, after review-
ing the Province of Ontario Health 
Statements and Guidelines, those 

of the municipalities represented 
throughout the province, and the Club 
representatives has made the diffi cult 
decision to cancel activities related to 
the operation of a 2020 spring / sum-
mer football program.”

The statement went on to say the 
OPFL is keeping with one of the 
founding principles of the organiza-
tion which is, “to act on the best in-
terests of what is best for the player. 
The player will be at the forefront of 
all league actions.”

Club executives from teams around 

Ontario have been working together 
over the past several weeks trying to 
fi gure out the best course of action for 
both their own organizations as well 
the League to fi nd a way to get the 
sport up and running this year.

However, the League decision 
means that football clubs cannot hold 
practices or games and there will be 
no schedule for this season.

The decision also means Club ex-
ecutive will not be able to hold meet-
ings, at least in person, to discuss club 
activities or future plans.

The Express had already started 
pre-season indoor training when the 
COVID-19 pandemic forced the can-
cellation of the training sessions.

The Express were looking forward 
to a successful season with many 
experienced players moving up the 
ranks to bolster the older divisions.

The TNT organization has divisions 
for kids from the Tyke level right up 
to the Junior Varsity division and has 
several championship teams in the re-
cord books.

It’s o�  cial – no football this year

BY BRIAN LOCKHART

With no ice in any are-
nas and no hockey activity 
underway at all, Alliston 
Hornets players are stay-
ing in shape during the 
lay-off by practicing some 
self discipline and dry-
land training.

Hornets forward Caden 
Maher, who wears the #21 
for the Alliston team, said 
he is following a regimen 
of running and weight 
training to keep in shape 
over the summer.

“As a group we keep 
working out and doing our 
off-ice training,” Caden 
said of the team’s current 
activities. “We’re doing 
as much as we can but it’s 
hard with no ice. Mostly 
I’m doing just weight 
training right now. But, 
other than that, I mostly 
run to keep in shape. The 
coach gave us a work-out 
program and I’m pretty 
good doing that stuff. As 
far as when training camp 
will be starting and when 
we’ll be back on the ice – 
I have no idea.”

Caden is a product of 
TNT Tornados Minor 
Hockey playing at the AA 
level. He moved up to Mi-
nor Midget AAA in Barrie 
before joining the Hornets 
organization.

The Hornets ended their 

season abruptly this year 
when the League can-
celled all hockey due to 
the COVID-19 crisis.

The Hornets were mid-
way through the fi rst game 
of their Conference cham-
pionship series with the 
Stayner Siskins when they 
were told it would be their 
last game. They were giv-
en the news after the sec-
ond period of that opening 
game.

“It was crazy. No one 
really believed it at the 
time,” Caden said of hear-
ing the news mid-game. 
“It was hard to hear during 
game one of the League fi -
nals that this was it. I can’t 
speak for the rest of the 
team, but the biggest thing 
was I played my junior ca-
reer with guys like Ryan 
Sallows, Mitch Livings-
ton, Braydon Hogarth, 
and a year with Liam Ken-
dall. I felt for those guys. 
I guess everyone thought 
this may be our last game 
of the season but this will 
be their last competitive 
game ever. We decided to 
fi nish off the season with 
a win.”

Sallows, Livingston, 
Hogarth, and Kendall, 
were the Hornets over-age 
players and were in their 
last year of junior hockey.

The Hornets managed to 
end their fi nal game with a 

Hornets forward Caden Maher keeps � t with o� -season training

7 – 4 win.
If the season has a late 

start and try-outs are 
shortened, Caden said he 
is confi dent the Hornets 
will still put a good team 
on the ice.

“We are a good group 
for motivating ourselves 
and wanting to win. As a 
group I think we will keep 
working out and keep 
our off-ice training going 
and keeping ourselves in 

shape as much as we can.”
Not only is Caden off 

the ice, his summer sport 
– playing ball hockey 
with the New Tecumseth 
Ball Hockey League – is 
also on hold for now.

There is currently no 
indication when hockey 
activity is going to start 
up, however the Town has 
said arenas will now be 
closed until at least the 
fi rst week of September.

With hockey currently at a standstill across the country, players are keeping in shape o�  the ice to stay ready for when the next season 
gets underway. Alliston Hornets forward Caden Maher is staying � t with o� -ice training while the teams waits to � nd when ice will be 
back in the arenas.                    PHOTO BY BRIAN LOCKHART
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Look for us on Facebook and 
Instagram

Contact info:
416-527-4683
quartervalleystable@gmail.com

Quarter Valley Stables 
has relocated to 

15134 Dufferin St. King

Specializing in 
reining horses

Boarding
Beginner to advanced Lessons

Training
Coaching

Sales

Facility:
80 x 200 indoor arena

150 x 220 outdoor sand ring
Large stalls
Wash stall

Heated lounge and tack room
Individual or group turnout

QuarterValleyRidingSchool_2018_halfpage_FALL-proof2.pdf   1   2018-08-30   2:37 PM

BY MICHAEL CROXON
PRESIDENT AND CEO,
NEWROADS AUTOMOTIVE GROUP 
AND VOLUNTEER MEMBER,
PHILANTHROPY CABINET, 
SOUTHLAKE FOUNDATION

Small gestures can make 
a big difference. That’s 
been one of my biggest 
takeaways from this pan-
demic, as I’ve watched this 
amazing community that I 
call home demonstrate re-
markable acts of kindness 
and generosity. And it’s 
how the idea of a thank you 
fundraising campaign for 
our front-line workers was 
born. 

At NewRoads Automo-
tive Group, community has 
always been a central pillar 

of the values that drive us. 
But in the early days of the 
pandemic, I grappled with 
how to honour that with 
more limited resources. So 
when my good friend Chris 
Neal, co-owner of Neal 
Brothers Foods, approached 
me with the idea of commu-
nity fundraising lawn signs, 
I jumped at the opportunity 
to put our resources at Ne-
wRoads behind the initia-
tive.

We produced two lawn 
signs, each with a mes-
sage of thanks for front-
line and essential workers. 
Displayed in communities 
across York Region and 
South Simcoe County, our 
hope is that our signs will 
help these important indi-

viduals feel our apprecia-
tion for them, and every-
thing they’re doing to keep 
us safe during this challeng-
ing time. It’s a socially-dis-
tant thumb’s up – a boost of 
encouragement, hopefully 
when they need it most. 

Our staff have volun-

teered to be part of our Ne-
wRoads Community Crew, 
delivering and installing 
signs across the communi-
ties Southlake serves. And 
of course, we have the vehi-
cles to deploy for deliveries. 
It feels great to know that 
we are bringing people to-
gether to make a difference 
where it really counts. With 
these signs, we can both ac-
knowledge the efforts and 
sacrifices of our front-line 
workers and raise much-
needed funds for Southlake 
Foundation’s COVID-19 
Action Fund. 

This second piece is es-
pecially important to me. 
As a member of Southlake 
Foundation’s Philanthropy 
Cabinet, I know how vital 

community support is to 
the daily operations of the 
hospital. And, as a resident 
of Aurora, Southlake is also 
my hospital. I’m relying on 
their front-line workers to-
day more than ever before 
to keep my family, my col-
leagues, and our communi-
ties safe. That’s why I’m so 
proud to be part of this ini-
tiative, and why that pride 
grows with every lawn sign 
I see displayed in the com-
munity.

We continue to hear the 
message that we’re all in 
this together. I think there is 
more truth in this than many 
of us realized when this 
all began. The front-line 
staff at Southlake Regional 
Health Centre are work-

ing tirelessly every day to 
care for patients, and keep 
our communities safe – of-
ten staying away from their 
own families to care for oth-
ers. And essential workers 
across the community con-
tinue to provide the services 
that we all depend on.

But we all have a role 
to play. Those of us who 
are not front-line health-
care providers or essential 
workers can still do our part 
to help. So, join us – pur-
chase your sign at www.
newroads.ca/southlake and 
help lift spirits and con-
tinue to raise vital funds to 
help Southlake in the fight 
against COVID-19.

Together, we can make a 
difference.

Southlake Snapshot
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TRAFFIC

 Lorem ipsum dolor sit amet, consectetuer 
adipiscing elit, sed diam nonummy nibh 
euismod tincidunt ut laoreet dolore magna 
aliquam erat volutpat. Ut wisi enim ad 
minim veniam, quis nostrud exerci tation 
ullamcorper suscipit lobortis nisl ut aliquip 
ex ea commodo consequat. Duis autem vel 
eum iriure dolor in hendrerit in vulputate 
velit esse molestie consequa.

ROAD WATCH
Mirum est notare quam littera gothica, 

quam nunc putamus parum claram, an-
teposuerit litterarum formas humanita-
tis per seacula quarta decima et quinta 
decima. Eodem modo typi, qui nunc no-
bis videntur parum clari, fiant sollemnes 

in futurum. Lorem ipsum dolor sit amet, 
consectetuer adipiscing elit, sed diam non-
ummy nibh euismod tincidunt ut laoreet 
dolore magna aliquam erat volutpat. 

ALCOHOL & DRIVING
Duis autem vel eum iriure dolor in hen-

drerit in vulputate velit esse molestie con-
sequat, vel illum dolore eu feugiat nulla 
facilisis at vero eros et accumsan et iusto 
odio dignissim qui blandit praesent lup-
tatum zzril delenit augue duis dolore te 
feugait nulla facilisi. 

Nam liber tempor cum soluta nobis elei-
fend option congue nihil imperdiet doming 
id quod mazim placerat facer possim as-
sum ypi non habent claritatem insitam; est 
usus legenti.

THEFT
Fiant sollemnes in futurum. Lorem ip-

sum dolor sit amet, consectetuer adipiscing 
elit, sed diam nonummy nibh euismod tinc-
idunt ut laoreet dolore magna aliquam erat 
volutpat. Ut wisi enim ad minim veniam, 
quis nostrud exerci tation ullamcorper sus-
cipit lobortis nisl ut aliquip ex ea commodo 
consequat. Duis autem vel eum iriure dolor 
in hendrerit in vulputate velit esse moles-
tie

CRIMINAL CHARGES
Consequat, vel illum dolore eu feugiat 

nulla facilisis at vero eros et accumsan et 
iusto odio dignissim qui blandit praesent 
luptatum zzril delenit augue duis dolore te 
feugait nulla facilisi. 

Nam liber tempor cum soluta nobis elei-
fend option congue nihil imperdiet doming 
id quod mazim placerat facer possim.

DOMESTIC DISPUTES
Qui facit eorum claritatem. Investiga-

tiones demonstraverunt lectores legere me 
lius quod ii legunt saepius. Claritas est 
etiam processus dynamicus, qui sequitur 
mutationem consuetudium lectorum. Mi-
rum est notare quam littera gothica, quam 
nunc putamus parum claram, anteposuerit 

 Lorem ipsum dolor sit amet, consectetuer 
adipiscing elit, sed diam nonummy nibh 
euismod tincidunt ut laoreet dolore magna 
aliquam erat volutpat. Ut wisi enim ad 
minim veniam, quis nostrud exerci tation 
ullamcorper suscipit lobortis nisl ut aliquip 
ex ea commodo consequat. Duis autem vel 
eum iriure dolor in hendrerit in vulputate 
velit esse molestie consequat, vel illum do-
lore eu feugiat nulla facilisis at vero eros et 
accumsan et iusto odio dignissim qui blan-
dit praesent luptatum zzril delenit augue 
duis dolore te feugait nulla facilisi. 

SUBHEAD
Mirum est notare quam littera gothica, 

quam nunc putamus parum claram, ante-
posuerit litterarum formas humanitatis per 
seacula quarta decima et quinta decima. 
Eodem modo typi, qui nunc nobis videntur 
parum clari, fiant sollemnes in futurum. 

Lorem ipsum dolor sit amet, consectetuer 
adipiscing elit, sed diam nonummy nibh 
euismod tincidunt ut laoreet dolore magna 

aliquam erat volutpat. Ut wisi enim ad 
minim veniam, quis nostrud exerci tation 
ullamcorper suscipit lobortis nisl ut aliquip 

Road Watch plays role  
in keeping roads safe

NEW TECUMSETH TIMES

OPP REPORT
1-888-310-1122

BASEBAR

Lorem ipsum dolor sit amet, con-
sect etuer adipiscing elit, sed diam 
nonummy nibh euismod tincidunt ut 
laoreet dolore magna aliquam erat 
volutpat. Ut wisi enim ad minim ve-
niam, quis nostrud exerci tation ul-
lamcorper suscipit lobortis nisl ut 
aliquip ex ea commodo consequat. 
Duis autem vel eum iriure dolor in 
hendrerit in vulputate velit esse mo-
lestie consequat, vel illum dolore eu 
feugiat nulla facilisis at vero eros et 
accumsan et iusto odio dignissim 
qui blandit praesent luptatum zzril 
delenit augue duis dolore te feugait 
nulla facilisi. 

Nam liber tempor cum soluta no-
bis eleifend option congue nihil im-

Rollover
injures

Tottenham

New poll on fatigued and drowsy
driving reveals serious problem

EARLUG EARLUG

St. John Ambulance
announces new branch manager

Lorem ipsum dolor sit amet, 
consect etuer adipiscing elit, 
sed diam nonummy nibh 
euismod tincidunt ut laoreet 
dolore magna aliquam erat 
volutpat. Ut wisi enim ad 
minim veniam, quis nostrud 
exerci tation ullamcorper sus-
cipit lobortis nisl ut aliquip ex 
ea commodo consequat. Duis 
autem vel eum iriure dolor in 
hendrerit in vulputate velit 

esse molestie consequat, vel 
illum dolore eu feugiat nulla 
facilisis at vero eros et accum-
san et iusto odio dignissim qui 
blandit praesent luptatum zz-
ril delenit augue duis dolore te 
feugait nulla facilisi. 

Nam liber tempor cum 
soluta nobis eleifend option 
congue nihil imperdiet dom-
ing id quod mazim placerat 
facer possim assum. Typi non 

Morris Samson
St. John Ambulance
New Branch Manger

Members of the Nottawasaga OPP’s Community Street 
Crime Unit (CSCU) executed a search warrant and arrested 
three people in relation to an ongoing break and enter inves-
tigation in New Tecumseth.

On Tuesday, May 12, 2020, at approximately 12:56 a.m., 
three suspects broke into a storage unit business on Totten-
ham Road. The suspects used bolt cutters to gain entrance 
into multiple units and left with property valued at over 
$8,000. The three suspects were captured on surveillance 
cameras wearing bandanas and gloves.    

On Thursday May, 14, 2020, officers executed a search 
warrant at a residence in Tottenham, as a result of the ongo-
ing break and enter investigation, three people have been 
arrested and charged.

A 24-year-old male from Tottenham has been charged 
with:

• Break and Enter, contrary to s. 348(1)(a) of the Crim-
inal Code of Canada (CC); and

• Disguise with Intent, contrary to s. 351(2) CC.
 A 28-year-old male from Tottenham has been charged 

with:
• Break and Enter, contrary to s. 348(1)(a) CC;
• Disguise with Intent, contrary to s. 351(2) CC;
• Possession of a Schedule I Substance- Cocaine, con-

trary to s. 4(1) of the Controlled Drug and Substance 
Act; and

• Mischief, contrary to s.430(1) CC.
 A 45-year-old female from Tottenham has been charged 

with:
• Fail to Comply with Probation Order, contrary to s. 

733.1(1) CC.
 Names of accused and court dates are withheld to protect 

the integrity of the ongoing investigation. The charges have 
not been proven.

Anyone with information regarding criminal activity is 
asked to contact the Nottawasaga OPP at 1-888-310-1122 or 
Crime Stoppers at 1-800-222-TIPS (8477). When you con-
tact Crime Stoppers you remain anonymous, you will never 
have to testify and you may be eligible to receive a cash 
reward of up to $2,000.

SAFE BOATING WEEK

With Safe Boating Awareness Week now underway, the 
OPP has partnered with the Canadian Safe Boating Council 
(CSBC) to remind boaters and paddlers about the main dos 
and don’ts for getting through a safe boating season.

DO…
wear a life jacket. It doesn’t suffice to just have one near-

by on your vessel. The only safe life jacket is the one you’re 
wearing.  

In the last 10 years, 80 per cent of the people who died 
in OPP-investigated boating incidents were not wearing a 
life jacket. It is important for paddlers to wear them too as 
canoes and kayaks were among the top three vessel types 
involved in the fatalities over the last 10-year period. 

Two people died last weekend (May 9, 2020) when their 
canoe capsized off Manitoulin Island. Neither of the pad-
dlers was wearing a life jacket.

DON’T…
take your boat out if you’ve consumed any amount of 

alcohol or drugs. Even prescription drugs can impair your 
ability to safely navigate your vessel or deal with an emer-
gency.

Almost 40 per cent of boating fatalities in the last 10 
years involved alcohol or drugs.

Three Tottenham men charged in Break & Enter investigation
DO…
be wary of the dangers of cold water immersion.
In the last decade, 43 of the 229 boating fatalities oc-

curred between the months of January and May, when water 
is either freezing or cold enough for hypothermia to set in.

DON’T…
take your boat out unless both you and your vessel are 

fully prepared. Every year, the OPP is called out to stranded 
boaters who failed to properly check their vessels and plan 
their trip. 

Ensure your boat is properly equipped. Be sure to have 
sufficient fuel and only go out if the weather makes it safe 
to do so.

DO…
take a safe boating course. A boating course will educate 

you about keeping you and your family safe on the water.
During the week-long safe boating campaign, members 

of the OPP Marine Program will join marine partners across 
Canada as they conduct enforcement on waterways and ed-
ucate boaters and paddlers about staying safe. 

HEALTH CARD SCAMS
As the COVID-19 public health crisis continues, mem-

bers of the Ontario Provincial Police (OPP) Anti-Rackets 
Branch, Health Fraud Investigation Unit (HFIU) say in-
creasing health care-related scams are targeting unsuspect-
ing, innocent victims to extort money and, in particular, 
personal information.

OPP Anti-Rackets HFIU warns Ontario residents to re-
main vigilant for scams related to COVID-19, specifically 
health information “harvest” sites, where fraudsters may be 
creating websites that trick victims into providing sensitive 

personal information. & nbsp;A number of “Virtual Care” 
websites have been created, many for convenience and 
proper healthcare services but some websites use sophisti-
cated malware to trick people to supply personal informa-
tion. This information can be used to fraudulently bill for 
healthcare services and commit identity theft. Fraudsters 
are also attempting to extort money from victims, asking 
for upfront money before providing a service or for an ad-
ministrative fee.

How to protect yourself
• Beware of companies that claim cures and prevention 

for COVID-19.
• Do your research before you provide your Ontario 

Health Card number, version code or other personal 
information.

• Never download an attachment from an email or 
website with which you are unfamiliar.

• Even if a website or email appears to be from a famil-
iar organization, the source could be spoofed.

• No one should be subjected to surcharges such as ad-
ditional technical charges or sanitizing costs if you 
attend a physician’s office.

• Verify who is calling if you receive a phone call re-
questing your personal information.

TIPS
“The best defense is to question websites, emails or phone 

calls that appear to be legitimate,” say Police. “Just say 
‘NO’ if anyone contacts you and asks for any information 
regarding your health card number and/or your health card 
version code, bank account number, credit card information, 
driver’s license number or any other personally identifying 
information. Simply end all contact with any companies or 
individuals who ask for this information.”

Continued from Page 3

That plan will be bolstered by an en-
hanced province-wide virtual learning 
program that will allow all students to 
learn, regardless of the challenges that 
may transpire in the coming months.

Private schools, licensed child care 
centres and EarlyON programs will 
also remain closed for the safety and 
protection of children and families and 
staff through Stage 1 of the Framework 
for Reopening the Province.

Emergency child care will continue 
to operate and provide support for 
health care and other frontline work-
ers. A gradual reopening of child care 
is expected to begin as part of Stage 2, 
which will use robust safety protocols 
for the safety of Ontario’s youngest 
learners and their staff.

Assuming trends in key public 
health indicators continue to improve, 
summer day camps, both indoor and 
outdoor, may be permitted in July and 
August of this year with strict health 
and safety guidelines to be developed 

in partnership with local public health, 
the Ministry of Labour, and munici-
palities. Overnight camps will not be 
permitted to operate in the summer of 
2020.

The Province also unveiled an ex-
panded seven-point summer learning 
plan for Ontario students to ensure stu-
dents have every opportunity to contin-
ue their learning through the summer 
months. Summer learning programs 
are being expanded to reach the most 
students in Ontario history, to ensure 
they remain on track to start the 2020-
21 school year with the confidence and 
knowledge required to succeed.

To support at-home learning the 
government is leveraging all tools, re-
sources, technologies, and services to 
assist school boards to deliver equitable 
and effective learning through access 
to technology and internet connectiv-
ity, especially for students in rural and 
remote parts of Ontario.

To help improve access to remote 
learning, Ontario is partnering with 34 
organizations and private businesses, 

along with school boards, to address 
key needs among educators, students 
and their families during the COV-
ID-19 outbreak.

Students, Lecce said, have been able 
to make the “pivot” to e-learning. He 
credits them, their teachers, teaching 
assistants and parents with embracing 
the technology. Everyone involved de-
serves credit for keeping students en-
gaged and involved.

Lecce noted Ontario is the most ef-
ficient by far of any province in the 
country in terms of online and virtual 
leaning.

He said it’s a “powerful tool to bring 
people together.”

He said e-learning is a strong “back-
stop” to traditional education, not a 
replacement. It’s proven to be an effec-
tive tool to complement education in 
these times of crisis.

Lecce said the provincial govern-
ment has been pushing technology and 
online learning opportunities before the 
pandemic. This type of forum creates 
more course diversity.

Schools to remain closed for rest of academic year
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Sophistication2

New look. Same great taste. 

HOCKLEYBEER.CA
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708 OBITUARIES

809 RESIDENTIAL 
SERVICES &

REPAIRS

Remember your loved ones 
in a special way...
IN MEMORIAMS

$30 + HST

Classifi eds
Phone 905-857-6626 or 1-888-557-6626

or email admin@caledoncitizen.com

ADVERTISING RULES OF THIS NEWSPAPER
The advertiser agrees that the publisher shall not be liable for damages arising 
out of errors in advertisements beyond the amount paid for the space actu-
ally occupied by the portion of the advertisement in which the error occurred, 
whether such error is due to the negligence of its servants or otherwise, and 
there shall be no liability for non-insertions of any advertisement beyond the 
amount paid for such advertisement. All advertisers are asked to check their 
advertisements after fi rst insertion. We accept responsibility for only one in-
correct insertion unless notifi ed immediately after publication. Errors which do 
not lessen the value of the advertisement are not eligible for corrections by a 
make-good advertisement. There shall be no liability for non-insertion of any 
advertisement beyond the amount paid for such advertisement. We reserve the 
right to edit, revise, classify or reject any advertisement.

DEADLINES
Unfortunately deadlines do not allow us to take ads after 5:00 p.m. on Mon-
day. When there is a holiday Monday, the deadlines will be Friday at 5:00 

p.m. All ads must be paid in advance by deadline or the ad will not run. WE 
ACCEPT VISA, MASTERCARD, AND AMERICAN EXPRESS PAY-

MENTS OVER THE PHONE

HOUSE: NEW SUB-
DIVISION in Totten-
ham for rent. Avail-
able June 1, 2020. 
2,000 sq. ft., 3 bed-
rooms, 2.5 baths, 1 
car garage, 2 park-
ing spaces out-
side. Monthly rent - 
$1600.00. Tenant to 
pay utilities. No pets/
no smoking. Ma-
ture applicants only. 
Please call Call 905-
652-7908 or email: 
myinterest@rogers.
com

CASH FOR SCRAP 
VEHICLES. Scrap 
vehicles wanted, 
any size. No owner-
ship required. Fast 
service, free tow-
ing, loose scrap re-
moved. Also, cash 
paid on the spot. 
Call 905-859-0817 or 
647-227-3954. Open 
Sundays. 

213 OFFICE SPACE FOR RENT

SHARED OFFICE TO RENT
Why pay high overheads! 

PRIME LOCATION ON 
MAIN STREET IN SHELBURNE
Suit accountant/realtor/lawyer etc. 

Share with media company
Clean, Renovated Office
Rent includes all utilities

Call 
519-925-2832 or 519-216-1021

SEASONED
FIREWOOD

@
1153 Canal Rd, 
Bradford, ON

L3Z 4E2
Bush Cord $370 
We deliver too.

1-844-732-7575

202 HOUSES
FOR RENT

QUALITY FIREWOOD
FOR SALE:

Seasoned firewood
$360/bush cord.

Fresh cut
$280/bush cord.

Call 905-729-2303

 610 FIREWOOD/
TREES

IN HOME DAYCARE 
- Location: Nobleton. 
Safe designated play 
environment, educa-
tional activities, nu-
tritious snacks, hot 
meals, smoke free 
environment, Public/
Catholic designated 
bus stop. Available 
for full time, part time 
and before and after 
school. Patient and 
experienced profes-
sional in a loving en-
vironment. Weekend 
services available. 
Call Patricia at 416-
949-5585 

 505  GENERAL 
HELP WANTED

503 CHILD CARE 
AVAILABLE

612 AUCTIONS/FLEA MARKETS

BOOK YOUR 2019 SPRING SALE NOW!
Kevin Scott

McArthur - Bessey
Auctions

McArthur - Bessey
Auctions

Farm, Livestock, Estate, Home & Business
Auctions with experience & consideration

Please contact us at
Kevin 519-942-0264 • Scott 519-843-5083

diane.griffith@sympatico.ca
www.theauctionadvertiser.com/KMcArthur

BOOK YOUR 2019 SPRING SALE NOW!
Kevin Scott

McArthur - Bessey
Auctions

McArthur - Bessey
Auctions

Farm, Livestock, Estate, Home & Business
Auctions with experience & consideration

Please contact us at
Kevin 519-942-0264 • Scott 519-843-5083

diane.griffith@sympatico.ca
www.theauctionadvertiser.com/KMcArthur

UPCOMING ONLINE ONLY SALES TO HELP BRING 
SOME EXCITEMENT INTO YOUR HOMES. 

KIDD FAMILY AUCTIONS PRESENTS… 
 
 
 
 

MAY 1ST   * Vintage & Classic Vehicles, Gas & Oil Memorabilia, Advertising 
Collectibles, Toys & more!! 
MAY 8TH   * Farm Collectibles including a Ford tractor & Scott’s lawn tractor and a 
qty of unique finds!! 
MAY 29TH & 30TH * Firearms, ammunition and accessories spread over a 2 day sale!! 
IN ORDER TO HELP KEEP US ALL SAFE THE PREVIEW & PICKUP TIMES WILL BE BY 
APPOINTMENT AND IN VERY CONTROLLED NUMBERS.  SEE OUR WEBSITE FOR 
DETAILS. WWW.KIDDFAMILYAUCTIONS.COM  
Bid with confidence via iCollector.com.  Don’t let this type of bidding scare you. Call us if you 
have questions.  We promise to make this work for you during these strange times. 

Call, Text or Email Anytime!! 
Dennis@KiddFamilyAuctions.com  519-938-7499 

Lyn@KiddFamilyAuctions.com  5190938-1315 

COVID-19 AND TRUDEAU MIGHT MAKE THE WORLD A LITTLE DIF-
FERENT RIGHT NOW BUT DON’T SWEAT IT.  FRIDAY MAY 29TH AND 
SATURDAY MAY 30TH WILL BE AWESOME!!  IF YOU LIKE THINGS 
THAT GO ‘BANG’ THEN GET BIDDING. WE’VE GOT QUALITY OUT-
DOOR GEAR, SHOTGUNS, RIFLES, EDGED WEAPONS, RELOADING 
GEAR, GUN PARTS AND A MASSIVE SELECTION OF AMMO.
VISIT WWW.ICOLLECTOR.COM TO BID.  
VISIT WWW.KIDDFAMILYAUCTIONS.COM FOR INFO. WE’RE HERE 
TO HELP HELP BIDDERS AND CONSIGNORS EVEN IF ONLINE ISN’T 
NORMALLY YOUR THING.  CALL, TEXT OR EMAIL ANYTIME!!

DENNIS@KIDDFAMILYAUCTIONS.COM  •  519-938-7499
OR LYN@KIDDFAMILYAUCTIONS.COM  •  519-938-1315

KIDD FAMILY  
AUCTIONS 

PRESENTS THE 
‘STRAIGHT  

SHOOTER’ SALE!!

 804 SERVICES

 804 SERVICES

The brick stops here!

specializing in
high-quality masonry,

and natural stone
Got masonry needs?

We do it all.
parging

repointing
brick & block work

mortar colour matching
brick tinting

wall openings & closures
chimneys

window sill replacement
fireplaces

stone walls & flatwork
cultured stone

glass block
historical restoration

a specialty

1-866-796-2663
andrew@andrewsrestoration.com

 CROSSWORD SOLUTION

 810 PROFESSIONAL 
SERVICES

Sherwood Mainte-
nance Group: Trusted 
Tree Maintenance and 
Removal. Free esti-
mates. 647-400-6998 
or 647-323-1913 
Specializing in Aerial 
Pruning, Arborists re-
ports, urban tree and 
stump removal and 
much more!

Please
Recycle

This
Ne� paper

Please
Recycle

This
Ne� paper

BPS - DUGGAN 
PROPERTY SER-
VICE. Weekly lawn 
maintenance. Call 
Mike @ 647-990-
2543.

ROM Masonry
Based in Nobleton. 
We do big or small 
jobs. Chimneys, 
window sills, walls 
etc. All work guar-
anteed. Free esti-
mates, seniors dis-
count. Call Spencer 
at 647-542-0559

PLACE YOUR WORD AD FOR ONLY
$28.00 + HST AND REACH  ALMOST

50,000 HOMES

UP TO 30 WORDS

SPECIAL RATES FOR IN MEMORIAMS

DEADLINES FOR ADS 5 PM MONDAYS

EMAIL YOUR AD TO
admin@ caledoncitizen.com

406 VEHICLES 
WANTED

ABATE RABBIT 
PACKERS meat 
processing facility 
from Arthur imme-
diately requires 16 
Wholesale and Retail 
Butchers with a mini-
mum of 2 to 3 years 
of direct hands on 
experience in meat 
cutting and process-
ing. Duties include 
cutting and section-
ing of meat, skin-
ning and removing 
blemishes, deboning 
rabbits and chick-
ens, cutting meat 
into specialized cuts 
and preparing for 
wholesale and retail 
sales. HS diploma or 
equivalent required. 
Positions off ered are 
permanent full time 
and salary is $16.00/
hr for 42.5 hrs a 
week, OT after 44 
hrs a week. Please 
apply in person at 
7597 Jones Baseline 
in Arthur, via email 
at joea@abatepack-
ers.com, via fax at 
1-519-848-2793 or 
via phone at 1-519-
848-2107.

 611 GARAGE 
SALES

GIANT CONSTRUC-
TION Garage Sale. 
Saturday May 23rd, 
8 am - 2 pm. 203 
Roselena Dr. Schom-
berg. Compressors, 
chop saws, other 
tools, doors, lights, 
new toilets, more!  
SOCIAL DISTANC-
ING!

Ethel Paget Petersen
Peacefully at home surrounded by her family 
on Saturday May 16, 2020, in her 86th year. 
Beloved wife of Ib Petersen, loving mother 
of Erik (JoAnn), Michael (Mary Catherine) 
and John (Jennifer). Loving grandmother of 
Jenna (Kyle), Jacqueline (Tom), Erik (Genna), 
Jacob (Jessica), Tarah (Chris) and Sean. 
Great grandma to Liam, Ryan, Caleb, Eve 
and Brooks. Cremation has taken place and 
the family will privately celebrate Ethel’s life. 
The family encourages her loved ones and 
friends to show their support to Ethel’s family 
by leaving written condolences. Interment Al-
liston Union Cemetery.

www.thomasfuneralhome.ca

ADVERTISING LOCALLY
WORKS!
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Please recycle 
this newspaper

TREE SERVICE

HOME IMPROVEMENT PAVING

HOME HEATING

HOME HEATING

DISPOSAL SERVICESBARN PAINTING

EXCAVATION & GRADING

NEW TECUMSETH 
SERVICE DIRECTORY

Who does what in our community.

PROPANE AND APPLIANCE SALES

866-952-0146

• RESIDENTIAL
• COMMERCIAL
• INDUSTRIAL

INSTALLATIONS   
SERVICE  • DELIVERY

CARLINg PROPANE INC.
Toll Free 1-866-952-0146   www.carlingpropane.ca

BIN RENTALS
JUNK REMOVAL

5 - 20 YRD BINS

www.dropntoss.ca 

416-248-5543 1-844-DNT-TOSS

WE FIX SKYLIGHTS!

www.brightskylights.ca

Call Joe at any time
416-705-8635 

BRIGHT
SKYLIGHTS

INC.

• Skylights replaced?
• No mess in your home
• Leak-proof -
   Guaranteed!
• Licensed & Insured
• 10 year Guarantee

COMMERCIAL •  INDUSTRIAL •  RESIDENTIAL 
905-303-5503 1-877-303-5503

charlie spano
14-3650 langstaff rd., 
suite 344, woodbridge

charlie.spano@yahoo.ca www.spanopavingltd.com

1-888-373-0550
www.paintandrepairnow.com
Email: bill4wmj@gmail.com

TO PLACE AN AD IN THE
SERVICE DIRECTORY

PLEASE CONTACT VICKI AT
vicki@lpcmedia.ca  or 519-278-1700

Septics • Landscape • Excavation • Demolition • Haulage • Float Service

705-890-2459
matchgradeex@gmail.com

Stevenson Memorial hosts “Virtual COVID-19 Q&A” for the public
BY SAM ODROWSKI
LOCAL JOURNALISM
INITIATIVE REPORTER

The way services are delivered at Ste-
venson Memorial Hospital (SMH) has 
drastically changed over the past 12 weeks 
in response to COVID-19.

To allow the public to ask questions and 
learn more about what’s changed at SMH 
since the start of the pandemic, the hospi-
tal hosted a “Virtual COVID-19 Q&A” last 
Thursday, May 14.

The hospital building was designed in 
1964 and some people had questions about 
how it’s holding up through the pandemic. 

“This community deserves a new build-
ing and so does the staff…I can tell you 
that in the middle of this pandemic we had 
a flood in the basement – we almost lost the 
whole building,” said Jody Levac, SMH 
President and CEO.

“When you come to the hospital, you’ll 
see a number of construction trailers. We 
had to quickly assert ourselves in this pan-
demic to get infrastructure put into place 
because the building is so old it’s failing 
us.”

A multimillion-dollar redevelopment 
campaign was launched in October of last 
year and Levac said there’s no greater op-
portunity than now to stress to the Provin-
cial government the need for the project. 

“I can tell you when they designed this 
hospital they weren’t thinking about CO-
VID-19,” he said.

SMH continues to function and serve the 
community but fails to meet the modern 
standards for medical care, according to 
Levac.

“Our physicians are top notch, our nurses 
top notch, but the building is not top notch, 
and all I can say is I feel I start every com-
munity Town Hall by apologizing to people 
that we don’t have a new hospital yet,” he 
said. “We’re still working on it and more to 
come on that in the coming weeks.”

In terms of morale among frontline 
workers, the public asked how the emer-
gency services team has been holding up. 

“We’re doing really well right now… it’s 
been a little bit challenging, specifically 
at the beginning when there was uncer-
tainty and so much unknown,” said SMH 
Chief of Emergency Dr. Matthew Myatt.

“We take a lot of comfort and pride in the 
fact we’ve had zero positive staff members 
from the emergency department at the mo-
ment.” 

On the ground-level, the team is more 
connected than ever before, Dr. Myatt add-
ed. 

“I’ve never heard so much laughter, 
seen so many smiles, and so much positiv-
ity in the department,” he said. “We really 
are banding together and… we really feel 
grateful for the community support that 
we’ve had so far.”

From personal protective equipment do-
nations to baked goods and positive mes-
sages on social media, the community has 
stood in solidarity with SMH since the 

start, according to Dr. Myatt.
Meanwhile, another member of the pub-

lic was curious to know about the hospital’s 
preparedness with ventilators – the me-
chanical devices that help individuals with 
severe COVID-19 symptoms to breathe.

Some individuals are put on ventilators 
for upwards of 21 days while their body 
fights off the virus.

SMH had two ventilators when the pan-
demic started, but acquired four more since 
then, bringing its total up to six.

For the first time in SMH history, respira-
tory therapists have been hired to help man-
age intubations and respiratory illnesses.

In terms of masks and face coverings to 
prevent the spread of COVID-19, a mem-
ber of the public was curious as to why 
health officials are saying they’re only 
meant to protect others from the virus, not 
the mask wearer. 

Dr. Myatt said this is because face masks 
won’t stop COVID-19 from entering the 
body through a person’s eyes, which is po-
tential route of transmission. 

“In terms of outward spread though, it 
does protect the person who has the virus 
or maybe an asymptomatic carrier from 
coughing it on you,” he explained.

When looking at SMH’s labour and de-
livery unit, a member of the public asked 
about changes due to COVID-19.

Now, when new mothers are rushed to 
the hospital they will find the obstetrics de-
partment has relocated from the main floor 
to the second level.

Levac said it’s “business as normal” for 
obstetrics, babies are still coming in, but 
mothers are being asked to wear masks and 
measures are in place to reduce the risk of 
infections.

He noted that the relocation of the obstet-
rics department has been lauded by hospi-
tal staff. 

“They quite like it up there, so that may 
be a new way here at Stevenson,” Levac 
said.

SMH is also looking at creating virtual 
tours where future mothers or young fami-
lies can view the hospital’s interior online.

Looking ahead, the next virtual event for 
SMH will be at transformingstevenson.ca 
and is slated for June 18 at 3 p.m.

More details will be released in the com-
ing weeks.

Our physicians are top 
notch, our nurses
top notch, but the

building is not top notch, 
and all I can say is I feel 
I start every community 

Town Hall by apologizing 
to people that we don’t 
have a new hospital yet.
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