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LOCAL JOURNALISM
INITIATIVE REPORTER

As the novel coronavirus start-
ed to spread in Simcoe County, 
its homeless shelters had to find 
alternative ways to support indi-
viduals who are struggling, with-
out putting them at risk.

Almost all of Simcoe’s shelters 
couldn’t allow for adequate physi-
cal distancing within their build-
ings, so on March 20 the County 
authorized funding to support 
them in relocating and housing 
their occupants in motels through-
out the region.

At any given time, there’s an 
average of 212–230 individu-
als currently housed in motels 
throughout Simcoe County.

“From an ethical perspective, 
it’s always important to support 
vulnerable populations and cer-
tainly, within the context of this 
pandemic, it’s really called for en-
hanced efforts and some more col-
lective efforts towards securing 
the safety of individuals and fami-
lies who are experiencing home-
lessness,” said Jan Janssen, Sim-
coe County’s Director of Children 
and Community Services.

“We’ve had no C-19 outbreaks 
in any of the sheltering programs 
and I think that speaks volumes 
about the work these agencies are 
doing,” she added. 

“We all know the critical impor-
tance of physical distancing as a 
key measure in our collective ef-
forts to protect against the spread 
of the virus at the community 
level.”

Janssen said the use of motel 
rooms for homeless individuals 
during the COVID-19 pandemic 
has been cited as a best practice 
by public health. 

The Federal and Provincial 

Government have both provided 
funding to Simcoe County for ex-
tra costs related to social services. 
From March 20–May 8, just under 
$500,000 was spent on the motel 
model, while $410,000 a month 
is expected to be spent going for-
ward.

In addition to the cost of the 
motel rooms, Simcoe County is 
also funding 24/7 staffing on site 
to provide security, counselling, 
and enhanced sanitization to en-
sure COVID-19 doesn’t spread 
internally.

“We’re working really closely 
with colleagues to ensure resi-
dents have access to both physical 
and mental health supports and 
services while they’re on site in 
the motel facilities,” Janssen ex-
plained.

Barrie Community Health Cen-
tre, the Canadian Mental Health 
Association, public health units, 
and area paramedics are doing 
weekly on-site, health checks for 
residents staying in the motel un-
der the shelter system. 

Meanwhile, those who still 
have a roof over their head but are 
struggling to make rent payments 
can apply to Simcoe County’s on-
going Rent Retention Program. 
It can assist residents with rent, 
hydro, and other essential bill 
payments. 

If the public wishes to assist 

vulnerable and homeless individ-
uals who are struggling financial-
ly during the COVID-19 crisis, 
Janssen said donating to their lo-
cal food bank or shelter is a great 
place to start.

“I think most of the service 
providers and certainly sheltering 
programs are going full out, are 
maxed in responding to the day to 
day challenges involved in oper-
ating their programs in a different 
location,” she said.

“They’re working to keep peo-
ple safe, working to move them 
towards greater levels of indepen-
dence and ultimately trying to get 
them into permanent housing, as 
they’re able.”

Studies show the cost to tax-
payers is cut in half when home-
less people are placed in public 
or supportive housing instead of a 
homeless shelter, which is primar-
ily due to extra staffing costs. 

The usual fundraising that 
would take place for food banks 
and homeless shelters across 
Simcoe County can’t go forward 
due to safety issues around CO-
VID-19, creating an even greater 
economic strain for those non-
profit organizations. 

However, the community has 
strongly banded together over 
the last few months to ensure no 
one is getting left behind, Janssen 
noted.

“I would just really like to 
emphasize that we’ve witnessed 
some incredible acts of kindness 
and courage and empathy,” she 
said.

“The work of the community, 
especially at the partner levels 
with our health partners, it’s just 
been absolutely phenomenal, and 
what I see across the community 
is people trying to be part of a so-
lution and it’s really heart warm-
ing.”

Simcoe’s homeless shelters adapt 
under the threat of COVID-19

BY BROCK WEIR

CHATS – Community and Home Assistance to Seniors – has 
learned to thrive in a virtual world as response to the COV-
ID-19 pandemic, and lessons learned in getting up to speed 
online might come to define its future.

As some businesses and services across Ontario fire up this 
week, CHATS is noting advice from health officials and gaug-
ing feedback from clients and their families in prioritizing 
which services can get back up and running, along with the 
two all-important questions: when and how?

According to Christina Bisanz, President & CEO of CHATS, 
the organization is evaluating future service on a number of 
factors, including level of risk, physical limitations posed by 
the “new normal” and the degree to which clients are isolated – 
“ultimately the comfort and confidence of clients themselves.”

“We’re listening very closely to what our clients are saying,” 
says Ms. Bisanz. “Even when things do open up again, there 
may be a period of time where people, particularly over the age 
of 70, may still be very reluctant and hesitant to come back to 
programs where they would be in a group with other individu-
als. We’re being very mindful of that and starting to plan and 
think about how we might have to adjust our programs into 
the future. 

Continued on Page 15

CHATS continues in virtual world 
and that may define its future

The Ontario PPE Collective makes a delivery to CHATS (Community & 
Home Asisstance to Seniors).                                   CONTRIBUTED PHOTO

We’re working really closely
with colleagues to ensure 
residents have access to 

both physical and mental 
health supports and

services while they’re on 
site in the motel facilities
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Simcoe County and New Tecumseth seeing fewer cases 
each week: Chief Medical Officer of Health
BY SAM ODROWSKI
LOCAL JOURNALISM
INITIATIVE REPORTER

Simcoe Muskoka has continued to see 
a decline in weekly case counts for CO-
VID-19 since the start of May and 83 

percent of those infected are currently 
recovered. 

The reduced rates of infection are a 
direct result of the region’s collective 
efforts to limit its spread, according to 
Dr. Gardner, Simcoe Muskoka District 
Health Unit (SMDHU) Chief Medical 

Officer of Health.
However, he said it’s important for the 

public to note that it’s too early to relax 
certain control measures, as it could result 
in a second wave of infections.

“We know from our modelling if we’re 
not careful it will come back… and as we 
open up venues and businesses and public 
settings the potential for that increases,” 
said Dr. Gardner. 

New Tecumseth has six positive cases 
while 43 have recovered, and for Simcoe 
County alone, only 46 out of 461 cases 
were active as of press time. 

During the first week of May, 74 new 
cases were recorded in Simcoe Muskoka. 
This dropped to 44 the following week, 
40 the week after, and last week about 30 
people tested positive. 

“With the substantial decline in the 
amount of cases we’ve had more recently, 
it’s given time for those who contracted 
this infection to recover,” Dr. Gardner 
noted. 

When comparing overall case counts 
from April to May, there’s been almost 50 
fewer people infected.

“This points out how we’re definitely, 
at this point, on a downward slope when it 
comes to the pandemic and it’s impact in 
our community,” Dr. Gardner said.

“Now, I always point out that this suc-
cess is due to our collective efforts to-
gether, how we’ve all worked together to 
flatten the curve through our physical dis-
tancing, our hand washing, and keeping a 

setback of two meters when you go out.”
The amount of time it takes for the 

overall case counts in Simcoe Muskoka 
to double is about 90 days, and just one 
week prior it was less than half of that.

“That’s excellent news and really con-
firms the fact that we’re heading in the 
right direction,” said Dr. Gardner, who 
also noted there’s currently no COVID-19 
outbreaks in long-term care or retirement 
homes in the region.

Meanwhile, healthcare providers in 
Simcoe Muskoka were recently told by 
the Ford government that they can reopen 
their practices and there’s movement 
throughout Ontario’s hospitals to get elec-
tive surgeries and procedures back into 
place.

“They’re working through the process 
of getting ready for that and I know that 
there’s a strong desire here in Simcoe 
Muskoka to get that going,” Dr. Gardner 
noted.

He said because of the level of control 
Simcoe Muskoka has on the virus, it’s in a 
good position to move forward with those 
medical procedures. 

Despite positive signs showing the re-
gion’s success in not overwhelming its 
healthcare system, Dr. Gardner said it’s 
important for the public to balance their 
optimism with common sense and safety 
precautions. 

“I can see that good news can be a dan-
ger in itself because it can lead to compla-
cency,” he warned. 

BY SAM ODROWSKI
LOCAL JOURNALISM
INITIATIVE REPORTER

In certain areas across Ontario, the 
Federal and Provincial governments 
have provided staffing resources to as-
sist with case contact and management 
for COVID-19.

This hasn’t yet been necessary in 
Simcoe Muskoka and with cases counts 
declining each week, it’s unlikely that 
it will be needed in the near future, ac-
cording to area health officials.

“I don’t think we’re going to need 
to seek that kind of solution,” said Dr. 
Charles Gardner, Chief Medical Officer 
of Health for the Simcoe Muskoka Dis-
trict Health Unit (SMDHU).

“We are fortunate in that our caseload 
– the incidence of COVD-19 in Simcoe 
Muskoka – has always been at about half 
the rate of the province as a whole and 
maybe a third of the Greater Toronto 
Area,” he added.

“That has allowed us to be less se-
verely impacted with the [contact trac-
ing] workload and the resources that we 
would need.”

Many SMDHU staff have been work-
ing overtime, evenings, and weekends 
but the organization has been getting by 
with the resources that it’s had. How-
ever, they’re hiring more staff for case 
contact management.

Upping the SMDHU’s COVID-19 
surveillance staff creates greater capac-
ity to inspect and advise work environ-
ments that have already reopened or will 
soon in Simcoe Muskoka.

It also allows the public health unit to 

redeploy staff back to the positions they 
were working prior to COVID-19. 

“We want to be able to repatriate staff 
who normally are doing other public 
health work but have been put to the 
cause of responding to COVID-19,” Dr. 
Gardner noted.

“They want to be allowed – at least 
some of those – to be able to go back to 
their normal line of work.”

Programs pertaining to food or wa-
ter borne outbreaks, child reproductive 
help, tobacco control, and responding to 
the opioid crisis have been paused due 
to a reshuffling of in-house resources so 
the SMDHU could adequately respond 
to COVID-19.

“We want to be able to return some 
of our staff to that kind of work and so 
we are bringing in people to help enable 
that,” said Dr. Gardner.

“We’re also finding that with the re-
duction of cases right now, that’s help-
ing us to free up our resources in and 
of itself to be able to put people back to 
those other jobs.”

Simcoe Muskoka is less affected by 
COVID-19 than regions with denser 
populations throughout Ontario. Al-
though, Dr. Gardner noted that the cur-
rent decline in cases over the past few 
weeks could change and if a surge were 
to take place, then they would reassess if 
contact tracing resources are sufficient.

He said residents of Simcoe Muskoka 
should be proud of their collective ef-
forts to reduce COVID-19 transmission 
in their communities; however, it’s im-
portant to maintain safety precautions 
such as physical distancing to avoid a 
second spike.

Local health unit redeploys
staff back to regular programs,

begins hiring
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BY BROCK WEIR

The exact circumstances are now foggy, 
looking back some 15 years on, but the feel-
ings remain as palpable today as ever.

I can’t remember just why I had to leave 
my grandfather’s room in search of some as-
sistance that afternoon, but I’ll never forget 
that feeling of helplessness when there was 
no help to be found.

Leaving his room, I stepped into near 
nothingness.

Not a single person could be seen the 
length of the corridor, which had, if memory 
serves, about 16 doorways on either side of 
the hall. The soft murmurs from residents 
coming from beyond each door were the 
only signs of activity.

Not a soul was in the dining room.
The nursing station, with a single phone 

incessantly ringing, was completely empty, 
the only sign of someone having recently oc-
cupied the chair being an open bottle of Pep-
si intermittently fizzing as bubbles reached 
the lip.

Rounding the corner to another, even 
lengthier, corridor, I finally spotted someone.

At the end of the hallway, was one soli-
tary nurse busily making notes on a stack 
of charts precariously balanced on her cart 
as she sorted a small plastic cup of pills for 
whoever occupied the room behind the clos-
est door.

As I reached her, it was clear that we were 
both near the end of our respective wits and 
it was also clear that betraying my own emo-
tions to her was not going to solve any of our 
problems.

Explaining my situation with her, she ex-
plained hers as well.

This particular long-term care home in a 
far-flung corner of Durham Region had re-
cently undergone a change in management 
and the then-new team in charge of the fa-
cility had some newfangled ideas on how 
things should be run. 

Unbeknownst to us, the ample nursing and 
administrative staff that were so comforting 
to us when my grandfather started settling 
into his room nearly a year before had been 
drastically pared down over the previous few 
weeks, leaving residents’ care up to a bare-
bones staff.

With one nurse on my grandfather’s floor 
going home sick that morning, the care of 
more than 50 residents in this particular mo-
ment of time was up to this one solitary nurse 
and, as this staggering fact sunk in, my an-
ger was put on the backburner for a moment 
to appreciate the almost herculean work the 
nurse before me was trying to carry out, 
making the best of an exceptionally trying 
and, it was hoped, temporary circumstance.

Anyone who has had a loved one in long-
term care knows that not all residences are 
created equal.

Thankfully, in this community, local long-
term care residences are doing incredible 
work in exceptional circumstances.

Nevertheless, if you’re fortunate enough 
to be in a situation where your loved one’s 
transition from home to a long-term care 
residence has the luxury of a few months of 
planning rather than a snap emergency situa-
tion where you’re forced to take the first bed 
that’s available, you know how important it 
is to shop around and find the best fit for your 
family and your unique circumstances.

By shopping around, you get to know what 
to look for, can clearly see which residences 
are adequately staffed, and how residents are 
faring. 

If you’ve walked this particular walk, 
chances are you weren’t completely sur-
prised by the shocking report into long-term 
care in Ontario compiled by members of the 
Canadian Armed Forces deployed earlier 
this spring to select residences that had been 
particularly hard-hit by the COVID-19 pan-
demic.

Tendered last Tuesday, the response from 
the Federal and Provincial government to 
some of the unspeakable things our mili-
tary witnessed in these handful of homes 
was swift, with the Government of Ontario 
pledging to put the safety and security of se-
niors as a top priority.

“The health and safety of the residents 
and staff in our long-term care homes is our 
number one priority,” said Premier Ford in a 
statement. “It is clear that the long-term care 
system in Ontario must be fixed. The report 
from the Canadian Armed Forces on these 
five long-term care homes is extremely trou-
bling. Our government will take immediate 
action to investigate the concerns raised by 
the Canadian Armed Forces to ensure the 
safety of our residents in these five long-term 
care homes and in homes across the Prov-
ince.”

Sentiments turned to action on Saturday 
with the announcement of amendments to the 
Retirement Homes Act to enable the Retire-
ment Homes Regulatory Authority (RHRA) 
to better support seniors living in retirement 
homes during the COVID-19 outbreak.

Such changes will increase emergency 
payments to eligible retirement home resi-
dents to $3,500 which can also be used to 
support residents’ costs for transportation, 
finding alternative accommodation and tem-
porary care, while also requiring retirement 
homes to report infectious disease outbreaks 
during and beyond COVID-19.

“These regulatory amendments build on 
the decisive action our government has taken 

Brock’s Banter: Fixing the “extremely troubling” system
in recent days to make sure our seniors re-
ceive the support and protection that they 
deserve,” said Premier Ford. “We are mak-
ing sure seniors have the financial resources 
they need in the event of an emergency, and 
are making it easier for the retirement home 
regulator to work with local public health au-
thorities.”

It is a step in the right direction, but more 
needs to be done.

The problems identified by the Canadian 
Armed Forces are, although most likely ex-
acerbated by the present global pandemic, 
not unique to our current situation, nor are 
they necessarily all as a result of the system 

being overtaxed by the virus.
Residents and family members have re-

ported these issues at long-term care resi-
dences for decades and, without further con-
crete measures, these problems will persist.

As we look for positives to come out of 
the COVID-19 pandemic, sometimes it is 
easy to get bogged down in the negative, in-
cluding last week’s damning report. But, if 
these exceptional circumstances have shed 
a probing new light on a persistent problem 
and spur governments to step up to the plate 
with adequate monitoring and, importantly, 
adequate funding, I’ll cautiously count this 
wake-up call as a positive.
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To mark National Nursing Week last month, the Nottawasaga Inn Resort offered meals to frontline 
staff at Stevenson Memorial Hospital. “The Nottawasaga Inn Resort is a long-time dedicated sup-
porter of Stevenson and we can’t thank you enough for providing Stevenson’s entire team with 
some Nottawasaga culinary joy during this hard time,” said the local hospital.    
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Ottawa needs to step up 
and join the province and 
its partners in delivering im-
proved internet services to ru-
ral Simcoe-Grey, says Ontario 
Infrastructure Minister Laurie 
Scott.

Minister Scott was re-
sponding to Simcoe-
Grey MPP Jim Wil-
son who asked her in the 
legislature about progress 
on Up to Speed: Ontario’s 
Broadband and Cellular Action 
Plan.  The program was an-
nounced almost a year ago 

with the intent of expanding 
broadband and cellular access 
to rural, remote and northern 
communities. 

“COVID-19 has highlighted 
the fact that rural internet ser-
vices are needed more now 
than ever,” said Mr. Wilson.   

Speaking on behalf of con-
stituents who have contacted 
him, Wilson pointed to a Tot-
tenham-area family trying to 
run two essential businesses 
from home while, at the same 
time, their two children are 
frustrated trying to access e-

Citing Tottenham family, MPP pushes 
for improved rural internet access

Each day of shut-down is “nail in 
the coffin” for small businesses

(Re: It’s time to re-open 
economy, May 21)

Mike Baker’s thoughtful 
article was based on accurate 
data and raised many reasons 
why we need to reopen quick-
ly.
Curves	 were	 flattened	 and	

our hospitals were not impact-
ed anywhere near predicted.

Cases of COVID-19 will 
increase as restrictions are 
relaxed, but according to Dr. 
Scott Atlas, Senior Fellow at 
the Hoover Institute, the data 
shows that 99% of people will 
not have serious problems with 
this virus.

The fatality rate is extremely 
low for anyone under 60 years 
of age. To put this into per-
spective, data from around the 
world shows the fatality rate 
for them is less than or equal to 
the	seasonal	flu.

The risk of serious conse-
quences to children is near 
zero worldwide. Approxi-
mately 70% of children are 
asymptomatic. Also, children 
appear to be less contagious 
than adults.
With	 the	 benefit	 of	 hind-

sight, there was no reason to 
close schools. They could have 
remained open while add-
ing extra hygiene precautions 
as some countries did.  Dr. 
Atlas also said. “There is no 

evidence to think that people in 
schools K through 12 have to 
be six feet apart.”

Protecting older, at-risk peo-
ple eliminates hospital over-
crowding. The vulnerable with 
serious chronic conditions will 
need to continue taking extra 
precautions until a treatment or 
vaccine is available.

People are dying because 
other medical care was not 
getting done due to the CO-
VID-19 projections. The data 
is missing on the increase in 
deaths from suicide, drug over-
doses, together with mental 
health issues, elder, spousal 
and child abuse and long-term 
health consequences resulting 
from this economic shutdown.

Each day that we delay is an-
other	nail	in	the	coffin	for	small	
businesses and our economy.

SHELLEY WISTER
AURORA

learning platforms.
And, he cited another 

constituent near Colling-
wood who questions why in-
ternet companies, which are 
waiving overage fees during 
the COVID crisis, are not offer-
ing the same unlimited data to 
customers in rural areas. 

Minister Scott as-
sured Mr. Wilson of Ontar-
io’s commitment to its action 
plan.

She said she is urging the 
federal government to join the 
province, municipal and pri-
vate sector partners in closing 
the digital divide that the CO-
VID-19 epidemic has brought 
to the forefront.

Minister Scott said more 
plans will be coming out short-
ly.

LETTERS TO THE EDITOR
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NOTICE TO RESIDENTS AND PROPERTY OWNERS 
REGARDING NOXIOUS WEEDS 

The main purpose of the Weed Control Act R.S.O. 1990, is to reduce the impact of noxious 
weeds on the industries of agriculture and horticulture.  Primarily this Act applies to  
agricultural and horticultural lands that generate income or other benefits to agriculture; this 
excludes lawns, gardens and private areas for personal enjoyment and leisure.  
Under the Weed Control Act, R.S.O. 1990, Chapter W.5 Sections 3, 13, 16 and 23, you are 
requested to destroy all noxious weeds on your property. 
In Urban Areas: 
Sections 3, 13, 16, and 18 do not apply to noxious weeds or weed seeds that are far 
enough away from any land used for agricultural or horticultural purposes, as they do not 
interfere with that use. 
All properties within the Town of New Tecumseth are hereby requested to be in  
compliance with the Weed Control Act by June 19, 2020 and throughout the season. 
Cindy Anne Maher, Clerk/Director of Administration Services 

THE TOWN OF NEW TECUMSETH IS UPDATING OUR ZONING BY-LAW  
AND WE WANT YOUR INPUT 

What is a Zoning By-law? A zoning by-law defines:  
• What you can build on your property. 
• Where you can build on your property.  
• How tall buildings can be. 
• How much parking is required. 
• A variety of other standards. 

Please take a moment to share your thoughts and complete our second public survey at  
the following link: NewTecumsethZoningBylaw.metroquest.ca  
Or use your smartphone by taking a photo of the QR code below:  
Stay connected: Visit the project webpage for updates and to share your thoughts.  

Get on our email list by emailing zoningupdate@newtecumseth.ca  

FOR FURTHER INFORMATION PLEASE VISIT WWW.NEWTECUMSETH.CA 

@NewTecumseth

Follow us on Facebook

BY SAM ODROWSKI
LOCAL JOURNALISM
INITIATIVE REPORTER

As Ontario tries to deter-
mine it’s “new normal” in 
the wake of slowed infec-
tion rates for COVID-19, the 
delivery of medical services 
has rapidly evolved.

Alliston-based paramedic 
Laura Sperdutti said COV-
ID-19 hasn’t had much of an 
impact on emergency calls 
where it’s life or death, as 
two sets of hands are needed 
in those situations.

However, less emergent 
calls have changed signifi-
cantly; when someone dials 
9-1-1 they’re asked a series 
of screening questions to de-
termine if they have any CO-
VID-19 symptoms. Depend-
ing on the screening results, 
only one paramedic enters 
the premise, when appropri-
ate, in a suit of personal pro-
tective equipment (PPE).

“Everyone’s being ex-
tremely cautious and every-
one’s extremely understand-
ing when we come in with all 
the equipment on; it can be 
quite intimidating – but peo-
ple have been very respectful 
about it,” Sperdutii noted. 
“They say ‘we completely 
understand’ and the commu-
nity’s been so appreciative 
and so respectful through 
this whole time.”

Paramedics are trained to 
always be cognizant of CO-
VID-19, particularly when 
they’re unable to screen 
someone for symptoms over 
the phone, before responding 
to an emergency in person.

“I think the way that CO-
VID presents itself has made 
it difficult; our screening 
tools have had to become 
quite broad and quite ge-
neric because depending on 
the population and depend-
ing on people’s history, CO-
VID’s presenting differently 
in so many different people,” 
Sperdutti explained. 

“It’s always on the back of 
your mind, but as long as you 
are taking the appropriate 
recommended precautions 
you can really minimize the 
fear.”

Sperdutti said she worries 
more about inadvertently 
catching COVID-19 outside 
of work because there are 
less safeguards in place.

“You don’t have the pre-
screening or the ability to 
question people, knowing 
where they’ve been and who 
they’ve interacted with, but 
as long as you’re maintain-
ing your distance and wash-
ing your hands regularly 
– doing what you can – you 
can’t let that fear control ev-
erything,” she stressed.

Fortunately, Sperdutti 
doesn’t live with anyone 

Local first responder addresses impacts of COVID-19 on paramedicine 

who’s more susceptible to 
complications if they catch 
COVID-19, which helps her 
balance those fears at home. 

“If I get it, chances are 
my husband’s going to get 
it too, but both him and I are 
younger and healthy and we 
have a better chance of trying 
to fight it off,” she explained.

Initially when the CO-
VID-19 pandemic reached 
Simcoe County, emergency 
calls steeply declined, ac-
cording to Sperdutti. 

She said this could be at-
tributed to people’s “fear 
response” where they felt 

ER visits nearly cut in half since
start of pandemic

BY SAM ODROWSKI
LOCAL JOURNALISM
INITIATIVE REPORTER

South Simcoe County residents are 
heeding the advice of health profes-
sionals to only access emergency room 
services when necessary. 

Visits to the ER at Stevenson Memo-
rial Hospital (SMH) are down about 40 
percent, according to Chief of Emer-
gency Dr. Matthew Myatt.

“There’s obviously some off times 
but, in general, you’ll be seen relative-
ly quickly. We try to limit your wait 
time with other people,” he noted, dur-
ing SMH’s “COVID-19 Virtual Q&A” 
this month.

Dr. Myatt said if someone visits 
the hospital for a non-COVID-19 re-
lated issue, such as a broken ankle or 
sprained wrist, they first go to the front 
of the hospital to be screened for symp-
toms. 

Afterwards, they would come into 
the waiting room and triage, as they 
normally would otherwise, he noted. 

“The only difference is they’d be 
wearing a mask and everyone they see 
will be wearing a mask,” said Dr. My-
att.

“The triage nurse will be more fully 

protected with a face shield, some gog-
gles, and a gown on.”

Those who have COVID-19 symp-
toms, but aren’t struggling to breathe 
or are facing an emergency situation 
are asked to visit SMH’s COVID-19 
Assessment Centre in the lower park-
ing lot instead of the ER.

“But if you feel sick and you want to 
come to the ER and you feel like you 
really need an emergency doc to as-
sess you – we’re more than happy to do 
that,” Dr. Myatt explained. 

Meanwhile, a recent change to the 
ER since the start of the pandemic 
is that individuals 18 years of age or 
older are asked to visit alone, without 
family members, unless there’s extenu-
ating circumstances.

Those who are less than 18 years old 
are allowed to bring one parent, and the 
recent change is meant to limit expo-
sure of the novel coronavirus to visi-
tors, noted Dr. Myatt.

Treatments, x-rays, ultrasounds and 
blood work is continuing but with en-
hanced safety precautions to keep pa-
tients and SMH staff safe.

“Almost everybody has been very 
understanding of the new policies and 
procedures that we’re trying to main-
tain,” Dr. Myatt said.

unsafe to go to the hospital 
because of the pandemic. 

“I don’t know if it was 
them thinking that they were 
going to get sick if they 
went to the hospital or if it 
was people thinking they 
couldn’t overload the health-
care system,” she noted. “I 
think with the nicer weather 
now and people kind of set-
tling into the ‘new normal’ 
and the new routine, our call 
volumes are picking back up 
again.”

It’s important for the pub-
lic to note that they should 
always call 9-1-1 in an emer-
gency and never forgo an ER 
visit based on fear.

“Don’t ignore your medi-

cal symptoms. You can go 
to the hospital, you can seek 
medical care, you don’t have 
to look at healthcare workers 
as something as intimidating 
or scary because of what is 
going on in the news – you’ll 
still get appropriate care 
through all of this,” Sper-
dutti said.

She said oftentimes people 
are overly apologetic dur-
ing less emergent calls, but 
they’re emergency is still of 
equal value and importance 
as anyone else.

“A lot of people are strug-
gling with mental health is-
sues and feeling isolated. 
Maybe their counselling 
resources aren’t available 

right now or the virtual vis-
its aren’t the same as seeing 
a therapist in person,” Sper-
dutti said.

“A lot of people are hav-
ing issues coping with that 
and I’ve had a few calls 
where people have felt guilty 
for dialling 9-1-1 because of 
it, and are so apologetic, but 
I always tell them ‘your con-
cerns are not less valid than 
any other call.

“People will say, ‘Oh, you 
have more important things 
to do’ but no, if you’re call-
ing 9-1-1 you are my prior-
ity, you are going to get the 
care that you need. Nobody 
else is more or less impor-
tant.”

(Left) Alliston-based paramedic Laura Sperdutti. (Right) The Alliston Paramedic Station.                        CONTRIBUTED PHOTOS
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Learn more at ontario.ca/coronavirus
Paid for by the Government of Ontario

Wear a face covering when 
physical distancing is a challenge

Inside or out, stay safe. Save lives.

Practice physical distancing.
 Stay two metres away from others2 m

Wash hands thoroughly and often

As businesses begin to reopen, we all need to 
continue our e�orts to protect each other.

We’re Making a 
Di�erence to Keep 
Each Other Safe from 
COVID-19
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adopt me!
Leo is a 3 year old Maine coon who 
came to us with the threat of being 
euthanized. He is absolutely beautiful 
and loves attention. He loves to be 
pet and give head bumps to everyone 
who walks in! Leo has come a long 
way in a short amount of time and is 
so deserving of a forever home. He is 
neutered, microchipped, flea treated, 
dewormed and vaccinated.  
Adoption Fee: $150

Check our facebook page to see the other kitties looking for their 
forever home. Donations always needed to help care for the cats as 
we are not funded at all, and rely on donations and fundraisers. If you 
would like to volunteer as well we are always appreciative. 

FERAL CAT RESCUE INC.
519-278-0707 

Leo is a 3 year old Maine coon who 
came to us with the threat of being 
euthanized. He is absolutely beautiful 
and loves attention. He loves to be 
pet and give head bumps to everyone 
who walks in! Leo has come a long 
way in a short amount of time and is 
so deserving of a forever home. He is 
neutered, microchipped, flea treated, 
dewormed and vaccinated. 
Adoption Fee: $150

Check our facebook page to see the other kitties looking for their 
forever home. Donations always needed to help care for the cats as 
we are not funded at all, and rely on donations and fundraisers. If you 
would like to volunteer as well we are always appreciative. 

Cat of the Week

Check our facebook page to see the other kitties looking for their 
forever home. Donations always needed to help care for the cats as 
we are not funded at all, and rely on donations and fundraisers. If you 
would like to volunteer as well we are always appreciative. 

Leo

BY SAM ODROWSKI
LOCAL JOURNALISM
INITIATIVE REPORTER

An Alliston based visual artist is currently 
working on a new series of paintings, recog-
nizing the many tasks, routines, and patterns 
women experience every day. 

Michelle Eissler (Hollmann), who is also 
a South Simcoe Arts Council (SSAC) mem-
ber, having served on the board for several 
years, is trying to shine a light on the often-
overlooked or unnoticed work women tend to 
undertake.

“‘The Women’ series is based on… these 
small daily tasks, painted in a succession of 
small pieces [and] shapes broken down, yet 
connecting to the next to make up the whole,” 
she said.

“The images and forms are embedded in 
their environment and strung together by a 
series of lines and shape, much like we are 
connected to our surroundings and affected by 
all that envelops our routine lives.

“Like a quilt, these swatches and pieces 
create a suggestion of the image, a visual 
memory of the actions and choices made in 
one of the many moments during the day’s 
tasks.”

In the new series, Eissler said the viewer 
will be able to see an image in her paintings, 
but it will be less “glaringly apparent” than 
her much earlier works.

“It’s a little bit embedded in its environment 
and it’s not going to reveal itself as easily as 

most other paintings,” she said.
The new series will tend to have more of 

a “centric driven focal point” than the work 
she’s produced in the last several years, 
Eissler explained. 

“With my previous work, the ideas and 
composition were very often based on a found 
image in my preparatory linework,” she said. 
“Whereas, The Women series will begin with 
the idea, and the composition will be built 
upon that image.” 

“Either way, all of my drawing is done di-
rectly on the canvas and I don’t work from 
sketches and rarely from outside images.

Much of Eissler’s former pieces are very 
layered and blended so it can be hard to recog-
nize some of the images within the painting.

“Interestingly, people were seeing things 
that I didn’t even intend to paint in some of 
my other work. However, I think with this 
new series they’re going to focus a little bit 
more on the image, but there’s defi nitely go-
ing to be some ambiguity there,” she said.

“You may not be able to immediately dis-
cern what exactly you’re looking at.”

Eissler has exclusively used oil paint for 
a number of years and focuses on more styl-
ized, semi-abstract work.

“I love the traditional qualities of oil paint… 
it has a richness of texture and colour, but it 
can be layered and used for so many styles 
of painting. I love that different artists will 
produce such different work using the same 
materials,” she said. 

Eissler has a background doing freelance 

Alliston artist spearheads new series highlighting women’s daily lives

illustrations and creating pieces with water 
colour, acrylic, and ink. When studying her 
Bachelors of Art and Art History at the Uni-
versity of Toronto and Interpretive Illustration 
at Sheridan College in the late 80s and early 
90s, she became well versed in a variety of 
styles. 

“After graduating, I really focused on do-
ing illustration because I felt I could make an 
easier living at it, and it was challenging and 
rewarding to work with clients to realize their 
vision,” Eissler explained.

Throughout her art career, she has been 
commissioned to paint a handful of murals, 
and create art for restaurants, newspapers, and 
magazines. 

She worked for the Globe and Mail for a 
few years in the late 90s where she created 
artwork for the “Facts and Argument” page as 
well as the Canadian Gardening Magazine in 
2000. 

More recently, Eissler exhibited work at the 
2019 TD Thor Wealth Management Juried 
Exhibition at the Quest Gallery in Midland 
last year.

She’s also showed her work at the Visual 
Arts Mississauga 39th Annual Juried Show 
of Fine Arts in 2017 and at the 26th Annual 
McMichael Autumn Art Sale in Kleinburg in 
2016.

She’s won “Best in Show” at the Arts on 
Main Juried Show in Alliston in both 2014 
and 2015 as well. 

But in the last few years, a lot of Eissler’s 
attention has been focused on the SSAC 
where she volunteered her time. 

She served as the Arts in Our Community 

Coordinator for a couple years, promoting 
SSAC visual artists at various businesses and 
venues such as libraries, coffee shops, and 
medical offi ces, around New Tecumseth. 

“I loved working with other artists to show-
case their talent and found a lot of benefi t in 
networking and sharing ideas,” Eissler said.

She served as vice president on the SSAC 
Board until January, where she helped pro-
mote the “Arts for All Mandate,” fi nding new 
ways to make southern Simcoe a central hub 
for artists and their community, while helping 
to promote their artisan shop “FortyOne.” 

Eissler currently works at Curry’s Artist 
Materials in Barrie where she gets to directly 
assist fellow artists in a retail capacity.

“I really enjoy that aspect of helping other 
artists, sharing ideas and techniques and being 
a resource,” she explained. 

Going forward, Eissler told The Times 
she’s excited to display her work this year, but 
is unsure of when or where it can safely take 
place until COVID-19 comes under control.

“I’m really wondering what’s going to be 
happening with the galleries and having that 
in-person experience because so much has 
been delayed, although many have adapted 
for online fairly successfully,” she said.

“There’s a lot of artists struggling with 
working through COVID in general, just to 
fi nd inspiration and to fi nd motivation, but 
many of us are able to rely on each other and 
keep in contact through social media,” Eissler 
added. 

“I’m curious to see how it’s all going to 
play out for the future, but confi dent that ev-
erything will work out in the end.”

One of Eissler’s works from 2019, “The Rest”, was recently shown at Quest Art Gallery in Midland. She 
worked on the piece while her mother was sick with cancer and while she wasn’t thinking of her 
illness as she painted it, the semi-abstract image depicts a woman passing on in a church setting.    

CONTRIBUTED PHOTO
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Call Vicki Meisner at 1-888-857-6626
or vicki@lpcmedia.ca

Advertise with us and

your business!your business!grow

TheTimesNewTecumseth

BY SAM ODROWSKI
LOCAL JOURNALISM
INITIATIVE REPORTER

Many small businesses are struggling 
to stay afloat under Ontario’s COVID-19 
lockdown. 

The Nicole Jacklin School of Dance 
recently put forward a request to the 
Town of New Tecumseth for financial 
relief at their leased dance studio on the 
second floor of 18 Queen Street N., in 
Tottenham.

Since the building is Town-owned, 
the dance school can’t apply for Federal 
funding, so Council voted 8-1 in favour 
of reducing their rent to the cost of ex-
penses at a Committee of the Whole 
Meeting, last month.

“This is a tenant of ours… longstand-
ing within the community. They’ve been 
with us for 20 years and now they’re not 
able to operate their business at all,” said 
Ward 3 Councillor Paul Foster. “They’re 
the type of business that they can’t go 
online, they can’t do deliveries for this.”

Originally, Councillor Foster put 
forward a motion to reduce the dance 
school’s rent to 25 per cent of its cost 
from March to August, but it was later 
modified to reduce rent costs down to 
the expenses paid by the municipality 

each month instead.
The approximate expenses associated 

with the location rented by the Nicole 
Jacklin School of Dance is roughly $700 
a month when it’s operating, while they 
pay $1,400 each month under their cur-
rent lease. 

Ward 6 Councillor Stephanie Mac-
Lellan noted that since the building is 
closed, the cost of utilities should be 
significantly less than when it’s opera-
tional.

“Well, obviously they don’t need heat 
and you can turn the AC off and they 
don’t need any hydro,” she remarked. 
“They’re not actually using anything 
right now, so they shouldn’t have to 
cover expenses, really – they can’t be 
– there’s no way they can be costing us 
that much right now.”

Town Staff said providing financial 
relief in this way isn’t considered “bo-
nusing” because the municipality still 
recovers the cost of running the build-
ing, while ensuring the space remains 
occupied.

Options were explored under the Ca-
nadian Emergency Commercial Rent 
Assistance Program and many others, 
but none of them could assist the Nicole 
Jacklin School of Dance since they rent 
directly from the municipality.

Council provides local dance 
school with relief by providing
rent at-cost

In response to chal-
lenges facing area busi-
nesses as a result of the 
COVID-19 pandemic, the 
County of Simcoe is pro-
viding $60,000 in funding 
towards a unique program 
to help local businesses 
adapt their sales models to 
meet the needs of the ever-
changing online consumer 
world.

The funding will cover 
portions of the costs for a 
Digital Service Squad to 
provide one-on-one train-
ing to local businesses and 
their employees.

The Digital Service 
Squad program will be ad-
ministered by the Barrie, 
Simcoe County and Oril-
lia Small Business Enter-
prise Centre and the South 
Georgian Bay Small Busi-
ness Enterprise Centre.

“We are pleased to pro-
vide this funding to sup-
port local businesses with 
immediate digital needs 
and help them diversify 
to meet the changing con-

sumer economy,” said 
Warden George Cornell. 
“We know that many of 
our downtowns and our 
small and medium sized 
businesses have felt the 
financial pressure of this 
pandemic. With training 
and professional digital 
advice, our local business-
es will be better served to 
adapt and transition to on-
line service and sales for 
future growth and sustain-
ability.”

County Council ap-
proved the funding based 
on staff recommendations 
from the analysis of the 
County’s Business Impact 
Surveys completed by lo-
cal businesses in relation to 
urgent COVID-19 needs.

Eligible businesses 
will receive up to 10 
hours of free one-on-one 
coaching from Digital 
Service Squads and other 
digital supports through 
Digital Main Street and 
Beyond.

A team of highly trained 

professionals will work 
with businesses to gain a 
basic web presence or en-
hance their existing web 
presence by activating free 
and easy to use tools such 
as Shopify, Google My 
Business and social media. 
For more information, in-
cluding full eligibility cri-
teria, visit edo.simcoe.ca/
Pages/COVID-19-Gov-
ernment-Supports.aspx

This program is an ex-
pansion of a provincially 
funded initiative and 
provides opportunities 
for additional businesses 
throughout Simcoe Coun-
ty.

To sign up for Digital 
Service Squad assistance 
contact the Barrie, Sim-
coe County and Orillia 
Small Business Enterprise 
Centre at 705-720-2445 
or digitalsquad@barrie.ca, 
or the South Georgian Bay 
Small Business Enterprise 
Centre at 705-446-3355 
or digitalmainst@colling-
wood.ca.

County offers funding to help
small and medium-sized businesses

go digital
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Renegades Lacrosse waiting for direction from OLA
BY BRIAN LOCKHART

The Ontario Lacrosse Association – the governing 
body for the sport in the province – has mandated that 
all in-person activities are prohibited until after July 1; 
however that doesn’t mean lacrosse teams will be back 
on the fl oor any time soon.

Even if restrictions on playing the sport are lifted, 
they won’t have any place to play.

The Town of New Tecumseth won’t be booking any 
Town facilities at least until September and most other 
municipalities are operating on a similar timeline.

The TNT Renegades Lacrosse Club runs a series of 
divisions from house league paperweights up to Ban-
tams.

The Club managed to get in their winter skills camp 
before all sports activities were put on hold due to the 
COVID-19 pandemic.

“Our most hopeful situation is to be running our win-
ter clinic, but that’s not for sure,” said club president 
Becky Morrissey. “It’s frustrating to not be able to 
make a decision, but we must work with the OLA and 
take direction from them.”

Only two sports – tennis and golf – have been given 
the green light in Ontario to proceed. However, sports 
which include close contact between players, and that 
includes lacrosse, are a way’s off from being back in 
operation.

“The OLA has suspended all in-person activities,” 
Ms. Morrissey explained. “We take our direction from 
the OLA. July 1, was not the fi rst date that we were 
given, it is actually the third. In our zone, Zone 4 is the 
area we play rep ball, and other places across the prov-
ince, it’s common for municipalities

not to have access well beyond that date, so our situa-
tion is not unique. In New Tecumseth we won’t be able 
to book facilities until after September 7, and I won’t be 
surprised if that date changes as well.”

Even if restrictions are lifted, the very nature of are-
nas in Ontario will put any lacrosse activity on the back 
burner as far as sports go.

BY BRIAN LOCKHART

The Tottenham Tennis Club is 
open and looking forward to a sum-
mer of exercise and skilled rac-
quet sports on the courts at Keogh 
Park.

Tennis is one on only two sports, 
the other being golf, that has been 
given the green light by the province 
to start the summer season.

Considered a “safe” sport to play 
because of the natural distance on 
the court between players and the 
fact that it is played outdoors, tennis 

is popular local sport and the courts 
at Keogh Park are busy all summer 
long.

The club features recreational and 
competitive play and also offers les-
sons to both adults and kids.

The Tennis Club held a registra-
tion night on Wednesday, May 27, 
to get the season started. It was 
their second registration night.

The Club usually registers close 
to around 120 players every sum-
mer.

“We’re doing registration for 
members,” explained Club execu-

tive member Susan Butcher. “If 
members register for a Club mem-
bership, they get a key to the courts 
and access to the courts. We also 
have lessons and you can sign up 
for that. You don’t have to be a 
member to sign up for lessons.”

Membership fees help pay for 
maintenance as well as the electric-
ity to run the lights. Night tennis is 
available thanks to the lights situ-
ated around the courts.

Because of current rules limiting 
the number of people at gatherings, 
the Club has had to make some 

changes on the courts.
“We’re hoping to do camps if 

numbers allow and things change 
with COVID, but right now we’re 
limited to only four kids or four 
adults per group,” Ms. Butcher ex-
plained.

Lessons are a popular way to 
learn the sport and develop the 
skills needed so you can have a suc-
cessful and enjoyable time on the 
courts.

You can learn more about the Club 
by visiting the website at www.tot-
tenhamtennisclub.com.

Tottenham Tennis Club open for summer registration

“When, and if, things are up and running again, the 
arenas we play in will have ice in the them,” Ms. Mor-
rissey said. “Anybody who doesn’t play on ice will be 
competing for very little space. We can run some clin-
ics and we will be very interested in that. But we also 
recognize that many of our players participate in other 
sports.”

With September being the traditional start for hockey, 
and many lacrosse players also play hockey, the transi-
tion to winter sports will likely see the lacrosse season 
have an empty record book this year.

Junior level lacrosse at both the ‘C’ level and ‘A’ lev-
el have already cancelled the season and won’t resume 
activity until next season.

The TNT Renegades are pictured taking on the Shelburne Vets during peewee division action at the New Tecumseth Recreation Centre 
last July.

FILE PHOTO BY BRIAN LOCKHART
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Look for us on Facebook and 
Instagram

Contact info:
416-527-4683
quartervalleystable@gmail.com

Quarter Valley Stables 
has relocated to 

15134 Dufferin St. King

Specializing in 
reining horses

Boarding
Beginner to advanced Lessons

Training
Coaching

Sales

Facility:
80 x 200 indoor arena

150 x 220 outdoor sand ring
Large stalls
Wash stall

Heated lounge and tack room
Individual or group turnout

QuarterValleyRidingSchool_2018_halfpage_FALL-proof2.pdf   1   2018-08-30   2:37 PM

Canadian Premier League clubs launch mask campaigns 
BY ROBERT BELARDI 

Three Canadian Premier League clubs have 
unveiled branded face masks to uniquely sup-
port those in need in their communities. 

The Halifax Wanderers, on May 8, were the 
first club to announce the production of masks 
which will be sold in support of United Way 
on the east coast. 

According to the club, all funds will be go-
ing to the United Way’s Atlantic Compassion 
Fund. 

This charitable institution supports people 
in need of essential services, such as food and 
mental health support. 

The second club to come forward and an-
nounce a deal has been struck is the local Ca-
nadian Premier League club York9 FC. 

York9 began their campaign on May 11, 
noting sales will benefit Richmond Hill’s 
Mackenzie Health Foundation’s COVID-19 

Response Fund. All proceeds from the sale of 
these masks will be donated. 

York9’s Managing Consultant, Angus 
McNab, said he is delighted to be offering 
these masks to fans. 

“This is a great extension of our Health Care 
Heroes initiative and I’m delighted to be of-
fering these masks to our fans. It is absolutely 
vital that we continue to follow the advice of 
government and medical experts, and these 
face coverings are an opportunity for us to both 
assist in protective measures and raise money 
directly to help support the fight against the vi-
rus in our community.”

The third team to unveil masks of their own 
is Pacific FC in Victoria, BC. 

Pacific FC has partnered with the BC Res-
taurant and Foodservices Association. Partner-
ing with restaurants and working with the city 
of Langford, the sales from the branded masks 
will help 14 restaurants and other local food 

sources in the area. 
All sales of branded masks for all three 

clubs will be shipped in early June. All masks 
will be sold at $19.99 each. 

Amidst the charitable endeavours from all 
three soccer clubs pledging their assistance 
to organizations within their communities re-
spectively, the Canadian Premier League sea-
son has yet to commence. 

Soccer fans globally had the pleasure of 
watching the German Bundesliga this past 
weekend aired on Sportsnet, which all took 
place at an empty stadium. 

Some notable games were the Revierderby 
between Borussia Dortmund and Shalke 04. 
Dortmund earned themselves a comfortable 
victory in Signal Iduna Park, defeating their 
bitter rivals 4-0. 

Bayern Munich and Canadian internation-
al Alphonso Davies also returned to action 
against Union Berlin. Goals from Robert Le-

wandowski and Benjamin Pavard earned Mu-
nich a 2-0 victory. 

Seeing the Bundesliga opened eyes across 
the world. The English Premier League wants 
to return to action soon and the Italian Serie A 
has reportedly agreed on a return date on June 
13.

The Canadian Premier League is looking on 
how to get back on the pitch.

The latest proposition is reportedly, a single-
site solution. 

Canadian Premier League Commissioner 
David Clanachan told reporters, “We at the 
League office, are very interested in this idea 
of playing an event where we bring all the 
teams together and how that would work.

“We think that would be very entertaining 
for our fans across the country. We’ll see how 
it works, and it will take a lot of work to get it 
done. Things are starting to move along now 
and we’re excited.” 
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TRAFFIC

 Lorem ipsum dolor sit amet, consectetuer 
adipiscing elit, sed diam nonummy nibh 
euismod tincidunt ut laoreet dolore magna 
aliquam erat volutpat. Ut wisi enim ad 
minim veniam, quis nostrud exerci tation 
ullamcorper suscipit lobortis nisl ut aliquip 
ex ea commodo consequat. Duis autem vel 
eum iriure dolor in hendrerit in vulputate 
velit esse molestie consequa.

ROAD WATCH
Mirum est notare quam littera gothica, 

quam nunc putamus parum claram, an-
teposuerit litterarum formas humanita-
tis per seacula quarta decima et quinta 
decima. Eodem modo typi, qui nunc no-
bis videntur parum clari, fiant sollemnes 

in futurum. Lorem ipsum dolor sit amet, 
consectetuer adipiscing elit, sed diam non-
ummy nibh euismod tincidunt ut laoreet 
dolore magna aliquam erat volutpat. 

ALCOHOL & DRIVING
Duis autem vel eum iriure dolor in hen-

drerit in vulputate velit esse molestie con-
sequat, vel illum dolore eu feugiat nulla 
facilisis at vero eros et accumsan et iusto 
odio dignissim qui blandit praesent lup-
tatum zzril delenit augue duis dolore te 
feugait nulla facilisi. 

Nam liber tempor cum soluta nobis elei-
fend option congue nihil imperdiet doming 
id quod mazim placerat facer possim as-
sum ypi non habent claritatem insitam; est 
usus legenti.

THEFT
Fiant sollemnes in futurum. Lorem ip-

sum dolor sit amet, consectetuer adipiscing 
elit, sed diam nonummy nibh euismod tinc-
idunt ut laoreet dolore magna aliquam erat 
volutpat. Ut wisi enim ad minim veniam, 
quis nostrud exerci tation ullamcorper sus-
cipit lobortis nisl ut aliquip ex ea commodo 
consequat. Duis autem vel eum iriure dolor 
in hendrerit in vulputate velit esse moles-
tie

CRIMINAL CHARGES
Consequat, vel illum dolore eu feugiat 

nulla facilisis at vero eros et accumsan et 
iusto odio dignissim qui blandit praesent 
luptatum zzril delenit augue duis dolore te 
feugait nulla facilisi. 

Nam liber tempor cum soluta nobis elei-
fend option congue nihil imperdiet doming 
id quod mazim placerat facer possim.

DOMESTIC DISPUTES
Qui facit eorum claritatem. Investiga-

tiones demonstraverunt lectores legere me 
lius quod ii legunt saepius. Claritas est 
etiam processus dynamicus, qui sequitur 
mutationem consuetudium lectorum. Mi-
rum est notare quam littera gothica, quam 
nunc putamus parum claram, anteposuerit 

 Lorem ipsum dolor sit amet, consectetuer 
adipiscing elit, sed diam nonummy nibh 
euismod tincidunt ut laoreet dolore magna 
aliquam erat volutpat. Ut wisi enim ad 
minim veniam, quis nostrud exerci tation 
ullamcorper suscipit lobortis nisl ut aliquip 
ex ea commodo consequat. Duis autem vel 
eum iriure dolor in hendrerit in vulputate 
velit esse molestie consequat, vel illum do-
lore eu feugiat nulla facilisis at vero eros et 
accumsan et iusto odio dignissim qui blan-
dit praesent luptatum zzril delenit augue 
duis dolore te feugait nulla facilisi. 

SUBHEAD
Mirum est notare quam littera gothica, 

quam nunc putamus parum claram, ante-
posuerit litterarum formas humanitatis per 
seacula quarta decima et quinta decima. 
Eodem modo typi, qui nunc nobis videntur 
parum clari, fiant sollemnes in futurum. 

Lorem ipsum dolor sit amet, consectetuer 
adipiscing elit, sed diam nonummy nibh 
euismod tincidunt ut laoreet dolore magna 

aliquam erat volutpat. Ut wisi enim ad 
minim veniam, quis nostrud exerci tation 
ullamcorper suscipit lobortis nisl ut aliquip 

Road Watch plays role  
in keeping roads safe

NEW TECUMSETH TIMES

OPP REPORT
1-888-310-1122

BASEBAR

Lorem ipsum dolor sit amet, con-
sect etuer adipiscing elit, sed diam 
nonummy nibh euismod tincidunt ut 
laoreet dolore magna aliquam erat 
volutpat. Ut wisi enim ad minim ve-
niam, quis nostrud exerci tation ul-
lamcorper suscipit lobortis nisl ut 
aliquip ex ea commodo consequat. 
Duis autem vel eum iriure dolor in 
hendrerit in vulputate velit esse mo-
lestie consequat, vel illum dolore eu 
feugiat nulla facilisis at vero eros et 
accumsan et iusto odio dignissim 
qui blandit praesent luptatum zzril 
delenit augue duis dolore te feugait 
nulla facilisi. 

Nam liber tempor cum soluta no-
bis eleifend option congue nihil im-

Rollover
injures

Tottenham

New poll on fatigued and drowsy
driving reveals serious problem

EARLUG EARLUG

St. John Ambulance
announces new branch manager

Lorem ipsum dolor sit amet, 
consect etuer adipiscing elit, 
sed diam nonummy nibh 
euismod tincidunt ut laoreet 
dolore magna aliquam erat 
volutpat. Ut wisi enim ad 
minim veniam, quis nostrud 
exerci tation ullamcorper sus-
cipit lobortis nisl ut aliquip ex 
ea commodo consequat. Duis 
autem vel eum iriure dolor in 
hendrerit in vulputate velit 

esse molestie consequat, vel 
illum dolore eu feugiat nulla 
facilisis at vero eros et accum-
san et iusto odio dignissim qui 
blandit praesent luptatum zz-
ril delenit augue duis dolore te 
feugait nulla facilisi. 

Nam liber tempor cum 
soluta nobis eleifend option 
congue nihil imperdiet dom-
ing id quod mazim placerat 
facer possim assum. Typi non 

Morris Samson
St. John Ambulance
New Branch Manger

Please recycle
this

newspaper!

On Monday, May 25, embers of the Nottawasaga Detachment 
of the Ontario Provincial Police (OPP) responded to a report of a 
theft of a child’s bicycle in Alliston, New Tecumseth.

The bicycle is believed to have been stolen from the Dairy 
Queen in Alliston around 5:00 p.m.

Officers attended and commenced an investigation. Patrols of 
the area were made in an attempt to locate the bicycle or the sus-
pect, but yielded negative results

The bicycle is described as a brand new 2020 GT Aggressor 
sport, small adult size, bright blue.

The suspect is described as a white male, early 20s, bald, with a 
distinctive Joker tattoo with Batman wings on his right calf.

Nottawasaga OPP is asking residents or businesses near the lo-
cation of the theft who may have captured the incident or suspect 
on their security cameras to contact police.

Anyone with information regarding this theft, or any criminal 
activity, is asked to contact the Nottawasaga OPP at 1-888-310-
1122 or Crime Stoppers at 1-800-222-TIPS (8477). When you 
contact Crime Stoppers you remain anonymous, you will never 
have to testify and you may be eligible to receive a cash reward 
of up to $2,000.

Nottawasaga OPP would like to remind community members 
to call police at 1-888-310-1122 if you see any suspicious per-
sons, vehicle and/or activity. Safe communities are a shared re-
sponsibility, and we would like to have this child’s bike returned 
to him.

REPLICA FIREARM
On May 28, at approximately 6:18 a.m., members of the Not-

tawasaga Detachment of the Ontario Provincial Police (OPP) re-
sponded to a call for service from an individual concerned about a 
male with a firearm on River Drive in Essa Township.

Officers responded immediately and successfully located a 
male matching the description provided by the caller. As a result 
of the investigation, officers arrested the accused.

30-year-old Douglas King, of the Municipality of Marmora 
and Lake, has been charged with:

• Possession of Weapon for Dangerous Purpose, contrary to 
s.88 of the Criminal Code of Canada (CC);

• Carrying concealed weapon, contrary to s.90 CC;
• Possession of Firearm or Ammunition contrary to Prohibi-

tion Order, contrary to s. 117.01(1) CC;
• Fail to Comply with Probation Order, contrary to 

s.733.1(1) CC; and
• Imitation Firearm-Use while committing offence, con-

trary to s.85(2)(a) CC.
The accused is being held pending a bail hearing. The charges 

have not been proven.
Nottawasaga OPP is asking local residents or businesses who 

may have captured the suspect or incident on security camera to 
contact police.

Anyone with information regarding criminal activity is asked 
to contact the Nottawasaga OPP at 1-888-310-1122 or Crime 
Stoppers at 1-800-222-TIPS (8477). When you contact Crime 
Stoppers you remain anonymous, you will never have to testify 
and you may be eligible to receive a cash reward of up to $2,000.

MOTORCYCLE COLLISION
A 47-year-old Innsfil man was airlifted to a Toronto hospital 

following a collision involving his motorcycle and an SUV in In-
nisfil.

On Sunday May 31, 2020 at approximately 5:10 p.m., South 
Simcoe Police Service officers responded to a collision on 20th 
Sideroad and the 2nd line.

An SUV travelling eastbound on the 2nd Line collided with 
a northbound motorcycle. The motorcycle rider was airlifted by 
Ornge air ambulance to a Toronto trauma centre where he is listed 
in serious but stable condition. A 17-year-old Cookstown girl 
driving the SUV was treated at the scene for a minor injury.

The investigation is ongoing. Anyone with information regard-
ing this collision is asked to contact South Simcoe Police Service 
or Crime Stoppers.

IMPAIRED DRIVING
On Monday, May 25, at 9:15 a,m., South Simcoe Police Ser-

vice officers responded to a collision on Queen Street just west 
of King Street in Cookstown.

Police were advised that a red Mazda travelling eastbound 
on Queen Street crossed the road and struck a vehicle parked 
facing westbound on the north side of the roadway. The driver 
was arrested for drug impaired driving and transported to South 
Division for examination by a Drug Recognition Expert.

As a result, a 22-year-old Midland man was charged with 
Dangerous Operation, Operation While Impaired and Failure or 
Refusal to Comply with Demand. His licence was suspended 
for 90 days and his vehicle impounded for seven days. He was 
released with a future court date. No one was injured in the col-
lision.

GUNS SEIZED
Members of the Nottawasaga Community Street Crime Unit 

(CSCU) of the Ontario Provincial Police (OPP) have laid charg-
es against a Barrie resident in relation to an ongoing gun traf-
ficking investigation.

On Monday, June 1, members of the Nottawasaga CSCU ex-
ecuted a search warrant at a residence in Barrie resulting in an 
arrest and seizure of multiple firearms and ammunition.

Police investigating theft of Alliston child’s bike from Dairy Queen
A 34-year-old male from Barrie has been charged with:
• Trafficking in Firearm, Weapon, Device or Ammunition, 

contrary to s. 99 of the Criminal Code of Canada (CC) - 
two counts;

• Careless storage of Firearm, Weapon, Prohibited device 
or ammunition, contrary to s.86(1) CC - five counts;

• Lost Firearm or Weapon Not Reported, contrary to 
s.105(1)(a) CC;

• Find Firearm or Weapon Not Reported, contrary to 
s.105(1)(b) CC;

• Transfer Firearm, Prohibited or Restricted Weapon with-
out Authority, contrary to s.101 CC; and

• Possession of a prohibited device or ammunition, con-
trary to s.92(2) CC - two counts.

 The name of the accused and scheduled court date are being 
withheld to protect the integrity of the ongoing investigation. 
The charges have not been proven.

Anyone with information regarding criminal activity is asked 
to contact the Nottawasaga OPP at 1-888-310-1122 or Crime 
Stoppers at 1-800-222-TIPS (8477). When you contact Crime 
Stoppers you remain anonymous, you will never have to testify 
and you may be eligible to receive a cash reward of up to $2,000. 

POLICE SUPPORT
VICTIMS & SURVIVORS OF CRIME

Last week was Victims & Survivors of Crime Week and the 
OPP is “proud” to support these individuals.

The Victims and Survivors of Crime Week is an annual out-
reach initiative of the Justice Canada Policy Centre for Victim 
Issues (PCVI). Its goal is to raise awareness about the issues fac-
ing victims and survivors and about the services, assistance and 
laws in place to help victims, survivors, and their families. The 
week is also a time to acknowledge the work of service pro-
viders and their dedication to assisting victims and survivors of 
crime and their families.

There are resources available for members in our community 
who need support:

• 211 Ontario can help you navigate through a network of 
social services quickly and easily. Visit 211ontario.ca or 
call 2-1-1.

• York Support Services Network will connect you to 
a crisis worker at any time. The crisis worker will pro-
vide an immediate telephone/text response in a variety 
of situations, such as if you are feeling depressed, dis-
tressed, lonely, anxious, scared, angry or are worried that 
you have nowhere to go. Call 1-855-310-COPE (2673) 
or (TTY) 1-866-323-7785.

• My Sister’s Place is a not-for-profit organization that 
provides residential and outreach services for Women 
and their children living with the consequences of vio-
lence and abuse. Crisis Hotline: 705-435-3835. Toll Free: 
1-800-461-5419

• The Ontario Network of Sexual Assault/Domestic Vio-
lence Treatment Centres (ONSA/DVTC) has established 
a 24/7 nurse-staffed telephone navigation line to assist 
service providers and victims/survivors of sexual assault 
and intimate partner violence during COVID-19. A ho-
tline has been established to increase access to services 
across the province, through the provision of informa-
tion, resources, care, support, and navigation to Sexual 
Assault/Domestic Violence Treatment Centres. Call 
1-855-NAV-SADV (1-855-628-7238).

• Information and assistance for victims of crime can be 
accessed by visiting the

• Government of Canada website: www.canada.ca/en/ser-
vices/policing/victims.html.
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HOCKLEYBEER.CA

Our ads 
are lousy.
But our beer 
is amazing!
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708 OBITUARIES

ADVERTISING LOCALLY
WORKS!

809 RESIDENTIAL 
SERVICES &

REPAIRS

612 AUCTIONS/FLEA MARKETS

Classifieds
Phone 905-857-6626 or 1-888-557-6626

or email admin@caledoncitizen.com

ADVERTISING RULES OF THIS NEWSPAPER
The advertiser agrees that the publisher shall not be liable for damages arising 
out of errors in advertisements beyond the amount paid for the space actu-
ally occupied by the portion of the advertisement in which the error occurred, 
whether such error is due to the negligence of its servants or otherwise, and 
there shall be no liability for non-insertions of any advertisement beyond the 
amount paid for such advertisement. All advertisers are asked to check their 
advertisements after first insertion. We accept responsibility for only one in-
correct insertion unless notified immediately after publication. Errors which do 
not lessen the value of the advertisement are not eligible for corrections by a 
make-good advertisement. There shall be no liability for non-insertion of any 
advertisement beyond the amount paid for such advertisement. We reserve the 
right to edit, revise, classify or reject any advertisement.

DEADLINES
Unfortunately deadlines do not allow us to take ads after 5:00 p.m. on Mon-
day. When there is a holiday Monday, the deadlines will be Friday at 5:00 

p.m. All ads must be paid in advance by deadline or the ad will not run. WE 
ACCEPT VISA, MASTERCARD, AND AMERICAN EXPRESS PAY-

MENTS OVER THE PHONE

HOUSE: NEW SUB-
DIVISION in Totten-
ham for rent. Avail-
able June 1, 2020. 
2,000 sq. ft., 3 bed-
rooms, 2.5 baths, 1 
car garage, 2 park-
ing spaces out-
side. Monthly rent - 
$1600.00. Tenant to 
pay utilities. No pets/
no smoking. Ma-
ture applicants only. 
Please call Call 905-
652-7908 or email: 
myinterest@rogers.
com

CASH FOR SCRAP 
VEHICLES. Scrap 
vehicles wanted, 
any size. No owner-
ship required. Fast 
service, free tow-
ing, loose scrap re-
moved. Also, cash 
paid on the spot. 
Call 905-859-0817 or 
647-227-3954. Open 
Sundays. 

IN HOME DAYCARE 
- Location: Nobleton. 
Safe designated play 
environment, educa-
tional activities, nu-
tritious snacks, hot 
meals, smoke free 
environment, Public/
Catholic designated 
bus stop. Available 
for full time, part time 
and before and after 
school. Patient and 
experienced profes-
sional in a loving en-
vironment. Weekend 
services available. 
Call Patricia at 416-
949-5585 

213 OFFICE SPACE FOR RENT

SHARED OFFICE TO RENT
Why pay high overheads! 

PRIME LOCATION ON 
MAIN STREET IN SHELBURNE
Suit accountant/realtor/lawyer etc. 

Share with media company
Clean, Renovated Office
Rent includes all utilities

Call 
519-925-2832 or 519-216-1021

SEASONED
FIREWOOD

@
1153 Canal Rd, 
Bradford, ON

L3Z 4E2
Bush Cord $370 
We deliver too.

1-844-732-7575

202 HOUSES
FOR RENT

QUALITY FIREWOOD
FOR SALE:

Seasoned firewood
$360/bush cord.

Fresh cut
$280/bush cord.

Call 905-729-2303

 610 FIREWOOD/
TREES

 610 FIREWOOD/
TREES

ABATE RABBIT 
PACKERS meat 
processing facility 
from Arthur imme-
diately requires 16 
Wholesale and Retail 
Butchers with a mini-
mum of 2 to 3 years 
of direct hands on 
experience in meat 
cutting and process-
ing. Duties include 
cutting and section-
ing of meat, skin-
ning and removing 
blemishes, deboning 
rabbits and chickens, 
cutting meat into 
specialized cuts and 
preparing for whole-
sale and retail sales. 
HS diploma or equiv-
alent required. Posi-
tions offered are per-
manent full time and 
salary is $16.00/hr for 
42.5 hrs a week, OT 
after 44 hrs a week. 
Please apply in per-
son at 7597 Jones 
Baseline in Arthur, via 
email at joea@abate-
packers.com, via fax 
at 1-519-848-2793 or 
via phone at 1-519-
848-2107.

 505  GENERAL 
HELP WANTED

 505  GENERAL HELP WANTED

503 CHILD CARE 
AVAILABLE

612 AUCTIONS/FLEA MARKETS

BOOK YOUR 2019 SPRING SALE NOW!
Kevin Scott

McArthur - Bessey
Auctions

McArthur - Bessey
Auctions

Farm, Livestock, Estate, Home & Business
Auctions with experience & consideration

Please contact us at
Kevin 519-942-0264 • Scott 519-843-5083

diane.griffith@sympatico.ca
www.theauctionadvertiser.com/KMcArthur

BOOK YOUR 2019 SPRING SALE NOW!
Kevin Scott

McArthur - Bessey
Auctions

McArthur - Bessey
Auctions

Farm, Livestock, Estate, Home & Business
Auctions with experience & consideration

Please contact us at
Kevin 519-942-0264 • Scott 519-843-5083

diane.griffith@sympatico.ca
www.theauctionadvertiser.com/KMcArthur

 804 SERVICES

The brick stops here!

specializing in
high-quality masonry,

and natural stone
Got masonry needs?

We do it all.
parging

repointing
brick & block work

mortar colour matching
brick tinting

wall openings & closures
chimneys

window sill replacement
fireplaces

stone walls & flatwork
cultured stone

glass block
historical restoration

a specialty

1-866-796-2663
andrew@andrewsrestoration.com

 CROSSWORD SOLUTION

 810 PROFESSIONAL 
SERVICES

Sherwood Mainte-
nance Group: Trusted 
Tree Maintenance and 
Removal. Free esti-
mates. 647-400-6998 
or 647-323-1913 
Specializing in Aerial 
Pruning, Arborists re-
ports, urban tree and 
stump removal and 
much more!

ROM Masonry
Based in Nobleton. 
We do big or small 
jobs. Chimneys, 
window sills, walls 
etc. All work guar-
anteed. Free esti-
mates, seniors dis-
count. Call Spencer 
at 647-542-0559

406 VEHICLES 
WANTED

Seasonal DZ Water
Truck Driver

To start immediately
Please send resume to

office@brucewilsonlandscaping.com

is looking for the following:
Featuring many, great treasures from a large number of consignors.  Many thanks to all!! This is just a 
sample of all the treasures.  Visit our website for more. 
Antiques: Maple Leaf Gardens goal officials seat; Eastlake dry sink; crates & cheese boxes; Duncan Phyfe 
side tables; corner cabinet; storage boxes; school desk; hat stands; liquor cart; CCM childs wagon; etc
Collectibles: hand forged iron hinges from a German castle, blue flowered crocks some 250+ yrs old; 
single plank bowls; toys; signs; antique tools; coins; fire extinguisher & nozzles; cash register; Coke 
cooler; marbles; pins & dog tags; cast cannons; qty pewter; 
Art: Hedley Fitton etchings; silver dimensional wall art; qty wood carvings; oil paintings; 
Household: porcelain vintage look shades; heaters; blender; shredder; pine coffee table set; 
Other: Stihl trimmer; costume jewelry; watches; pearls; leather saddle; stop light; opals; Christmas 
ornaments;
Low buyer’s premium of 5% to cover iCollector fee.  Too many consigned treasures to list them all!!  Call 
if you need help learning how to place online bids.

KIDD FAMILY AUCTIONS.COM
COLLECTIBLES, ANTIQUES, ART, COINS, JEWELRY, ETC.  ON-LINE ONLY AUCTION. DATE: FRIDAY JUNE 
12. LOTS START TO CLOSE AT 5PM. PREVIEW: JUNE 12TH NOON TO 3 PM IN CONTROLLED NUMBERS. 

PICKUP: SATURDAY JUNE 13TH FROM 10 TO 3 PM, OR BY APPOINTMENT. PREVIEW & PICKUP AT 
438280 4TH LINE MELANCTHON. BID WITH CONFIDENCE VIA WWW.ICOLLECTOR.COM

Call, Text, or Email Anytime. WWW.KIDDFAMILYAUCTIONS.COM

DENNIS@KIDDFAMILYAUCTIONS.COM
LYN@KIDDFAMILYAUCTIONS.COM

519-938-7499
519-938-1315

Dalziel, Mary
Peacefully at Mackenzie Health Centre, Rich-
mond Hill, on Tuesday, May 26, 2020, in her 
93rd year, beloved wife of the late Arthur Dal-
ziel. Loving mother of Don and Gail Dalziel, 
Bruce (deceased) and Betty Dalziel, Muriel 
and Brian Smith (deceased), John (deceased) 
and JoAnn Dalziel, Marlene and Lorne New-
ton. Lovingly remembered by 10 grandchil-
dren and 15 great-grandchildren. Cherished 
daughter of the late Ed and Edna Roden of 
Schomberg and Nashville. Due to the global 
pandemic, nine immediate family members 
attended Mary’s funeral service at Egan Fu-
neral Home, 203 Queen Street S. (Hwy. 50), 
Bolton (905-857-2213) on Friday, May 29.  
Interment Nobleton Community Cemetery. If 
desired, memorial donations may be made to 
the Heart and Stroke Foundation of Ontario. 
Condolences for the family may be offered at 
www.EganFuneralHome.com 

Martin, Catherine Anne 
Suddenly at her home, in Beeton, on Tues-
day May 26th, 2020. Catherine (Keenan), in 
her 68th year, loving mother of Eric and Adam 
(Antonia). Sadly missed by her siblings, Mary 
and her husband (David) Munnoch, Ambrose 
(Sam) and his wife (Sharen), Joe and his wife 
(Mary Ellen), and Paul and his wife (Susan). 
Pre-deceased by her parents Joseph and 
Gertrude Keenan and her brothers William 
(Bill) and Charles. Fondly remembered by 
her many nieces and nephews. A graveside 
family service will be held at a later date. Ar-
rangements entrusted to Rod Abrams Funer-
al Home, Tottenham. 905-936-3477.

www.RodAbramsFuneralHome.com
Moore, Arthur Edmund 

Feb.16, 1935 - May 7, 2020
Husband of Reta (Keffer). Father of  David, 
Allan, Janice and Timothy. Father-in-law of 
Carolyn Moore, Murray Fors and Kelly Lank-
ester. Grandpa of  Debra, Nancy, Derek, 
Ryan, Rob, Phil, Ryan, Brayden and Logan. 
Great-Grampa Art of Evelyn Moore. Brother 
of Helen McGregor. At Art’s request there will 
be no service. Cremation has taken place. 
Family will gather at Zion Lutheran Church 
Cemetery for burial at a later date. Art will 
always be remembered with much love and 
laughter by his family.

PLACE YOUR WORD AD FOR ONLY
$28.00 + HST AND REACH  ALMOST

50,000 HOMES

UP TO 30 WORDS

SPECIAL RATES FOR IN MEMORIAMS

DEADLINES FOR ADS 5 PM MONDAYS

EMAIL YOUR AD TO
admin@ caledoncitizen.com
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Please recycle 
this newspaper

TREE SERVICE

HOME IMPROVEMENT

PAVING

HOME HEATING

DISPOSAL SERVICES

BARN PAINTING

CLEANING SERVICES

EXCAVATION & GRADING

NEW TECUMSETH 
SERVICE DIRECTORY

Who does what in our community.

PROPANE AND APPLIANCE SALES

866-952-0146

• RESIDENTIAL
• COMMERCIAL
• INDUSTRIAL

INSTALLATIONS   
SERVICE  • DELIVERY

CARLINg PROPANE INC.
Toll Free 1-866-952-0146   www.carlingpropane.ca

BIN RENTALS
JUNK REMOVAL

5 - 20 YRD BINS

www.dropntoss.ca 

416-248-5543 1-844-DNT-TOSS

WE FIX SKYLIGHTS!

www.brightskylights.ca

Call Joe at any time
416-705-8635 

BRIGHT
SKYLIGHTS

INC.

• Skylights replaced?
• No mess in your home
• Leak-proof -
   Guaranteed!
• Licensed & Insured
• 10 year Guarantee

ESSENTIAL HOME CLEANING CARE
COMMERCIAL CLEANING AVAILABLECOMMERCIAL, SANITIZE and RESIDENTIAL Cleaning Available

COMMERCIAL •  INDUSTRIAL •  RESIDENTIAL 
905-303-5503 1-877-303-5503

charlie spano
14-3650 langstaff rd., 
suite 344, woodbridge

charlie.spano@yahoo.ca www.spanopavingltd.com

1-888-373-0550
www.paintandrepairnow.com
Email: bill4wmj@gmail.com

CHECK OUT 
OUR 

FACEBOOK 
PAGE!

TO PLACE AN AD IN THE
SERVICE DIRECTORY

PLEASE CONTACT VICKI AT
vicki@lpcmedia.ca  or 519-278-1700

Septics • Landscape • Excavation • Demolition • Haulage • Float Service

705-890-2459
matchgradeex@gmail.com

Continued from Page 2

“Where we may have had a wellness 
progr

am that had 25 or 30 people meeting in a 
church basement or community centre for 
that activity, we may have to look at holding 
that group program in a smaller size so we 
can maintain physical distancing. We may 
have to look at other community spaces so 
we can ensure we have got physical distanc-
ing possibilities, and we’re also looking at 
how we can continue to offer supports and 
programs in the virtual setting.”

Translating vital programs to a virtual 
setting was priority number one for CHATS 
at the start of the pandemic.

At the time, they were working on pro-
grams they thought were “just going to be 
recessed for a short period of time.” The re-
ality was, however, it was not going to be 
just a two or three-week blip on the radar.

They then looked at ways they could re-
motely deliver wellness and caregiver sup-
ports in a variety of online platforms, in-
cluding Zoom. 

“We really had to jump into developing 
programs that previously had brought peo-
ple together in a virtual setting,” says Ms. 
Bisanz. “It also became very evident that 
we needed to ensure that we were providing 
support to our clients and other seniors, par-

ticularly those who are living on their own 
and don’t necessarily have the supports of 
family members or neighbours and that sort 
of thing, to help them with accessing food 
and groceries.”

They looked at expanding Meals on 
Wheels programs for low-income seniors, 
receiving support from the United Way to 
help subsidize meals. They continued their 
transportation program while also develop-
ing new contactless delivery for clients or-
dering meals and groceries.

Other community organizations and busi-
nesses helped along the way, including do-
nations of Personal Protective Equipment 
(PPE) to support frontline workers. Car 
dealerships, including Highland Automo-
tive, have stepped up to assist with deliver-
ies, and monetary donations have been re-
ceived from across York Region and South 
Simcoe to support both their seniors and 
frontline workers. 

These services and examples of outreach 
have helped seniors feel connected, as have 
what Ms. Bisanz describes as “virtual so-
cials.”

Clients who have become adept at using 
new apps are finding it useful not only in 
staying connected, but also staying fit as 
volunteers lead virtual exercise classes.

Some seniors, however, might not have 
access to the tools to take full advantage of 

these online programs, so CHATS is work-
ing with the United Way to see how they 
can help seniors access devices and techni-
cal support.

“We want to work with other agencies 
and groups to see how we can partner and 
collectively facilitate these virtual social 
programs for seniors in the community,” 
says Ms. Bisanz. “We know this (situation) 
is not going to just end one day and the next 
day we’re going to go back to normal. This 
will be an extended period where we will 
have to ramp up and it will be a while be-
fore there’s confidence and comfort of se-
niors to get back to coming out and partici-
pating in events.

“We want to make sure we continue to 
have the support to provide services to ad-
dress some of the caregiver stress and men-
tal health challenges that this prolonged 
pandemic has contributed to. I think we 
need to continue to be nimble, be flexible 
in identifying how the needs are changing, 
listening to our clients, hearing them, giv-
ing them a voice, to what concerns them 
and where we can continue to provide sup-
port to them. CHATS’ mandate is to enable 
people to stay in their own homes as long 
as possible, to do so safely, and do so with 
dignity, keeping them out of hospital and 
long-term care. That is our mandate, and it 
is becoming even more heightened.”

CHATS continues in virtual world and that may define its future

After careful consideration of the risks 
involved, and the safety measures that 
would need to be in place to run pro-
grams safely, the Nottawasaga Valley 
Conservation Authority (NVCA) has de-
cided to cancel this summer’s Camp Tif-
fin.

Camp Tiffin is a nature-based camp 
where campers spend most of their time 
outside. It has become a staple and fa-
vourite for many kids in the area. While 
the Province of Ontario has announced 
that day camps may be able to proceed in 
July and August, NVCA’s current resourc-
es do not allow for the proper sanitation 
and physical distancing requirements.

“The priority for the NVCA during CO-
VID-19 is to do our part for the health 
and safety of our community,” said Naomi 
Saunders, Manager of Environmental 
Education at the NVCA. “We understand 
that this is a disappointment for many 
families. Camp Tiffin offers so many op-
portunities for adequate social distancing 
and minimal multiple touching of shared 
resources, but it’s the time spent eating 
and using the washrooms that would be 
the most challenging.”

Camp Tiffin will not
operate this summer
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