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Busy season
at Procyon

Winter is a busy time at Procyon Wildlife on the 7th Line of New Tecums-
eth. Many animals are housed at the centre until spring when it is safe for 
them to be released. Centre director Debra Spilar and her sta�  of volun-
teers make sure the animals are fed and cared for while they recover from 
illness or injury. For more, see Page 11.         PHOTO BY BRIAN LOCKHART
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adopt me!

Look at those eyes! Edgar is a stunning 
2 year old cat. He was surrendered 
with his brother Silas, and they took 
their time coming out of their shells. 
Edgar now LOVES to play and be pet, 
and he even flops over to signal he 
wants more pets. This soft, hilarious 
and sweet guy is neutered, vaccinated,  
microchipped, dewormed, and flea 
treated. Adoption fee: $150.00

Check our facebook page to see the other kitties looking for their 
forever home. Donations always needed to help care for the cats as 
we are not funded at all, and rely on donations and fundraisers. If you 
would like to volunteer as well we are always appreciative. 

FERAL CAT RESCUE INC.
519-278-0707 

CAT OF THE WEEK

Check our facebook page to see the other kitties looking for their Check our facebook page to see the other kitties looking for their 
forever home. Donations always needed to help care for the cats as forever home. Donations always needed to help care for the cats as 
we are not funded at all, and rely on donations and fundraisers. If you we are not funded at all, and rely on donations and fundraisers. If you 
would like to volunteer as well we are always appreciative. would like to volunteer as well we are always appreciative. Edgar

Buy Or Sell With 
Ajeet Sran And 

Win A One Ounce 
GOLD Bar.

I Can Help You Build Your 
Luxury Custom Homes & 

Commercial Projects.

INDIAN RESTAURANT FOR SALE IN 
CALEDON EAST. BUSINESS ONLY. 
Amazing Opportunity To Buy Indian Restaurant In 
Caledon Town East. No Competition In This Fast 
Growing Town. Very Busy Location Right On Airport. 
16 Seats In side And Patio. Ample Parking.

40 UNITS SENIOR RESIDENTS CONDO
Project with commercial use. Project with permits available  
for sale in Fort Erie, ON.

Broker

BY BROCK WEIR

Ontario parents living outside of CO-
VID-19 hotspots, including Simcoe 
County, could have to wait until Janu-
ary 20 to fi nd out when students will be 
allowed to return to in-person classes. 

This further delay was announced by 
the Province on Tuesday afternoon as 
a further State of Emergency was de-
clared.

According to the Ontario Govern-
ment, the Chief Medical Offi cer of 
Health will advise the Ministry of Edu-
cation on which public health units will 
be permitted to resume in-person in-
struction based on the most up-to-date 
data and modelling.

Schools in northern Ontario will con-
tinue to remain open.

Prior to the Government’s announce-
ment on January 12, online learning 
was expected to continue for elementa-
ry school students through January 25.

This initial change of plan, which 
deviated from the Province’s initial 
goal to have some students return to 
the classroom at the start of this week, 
came as new cases of COVID-19 
continue to rise at an “alarming rate” 
across Ontario. 

The move, said the Ontario Govern-
ment, was made in consultation with 
the Province’s Chief Medical Offi cer 
of Health, “along with other health ex-
perts.

“With the public health trends where 
they are across the Province, our prior-
ity remains keeping students, teachers, 
school staff and all Ontarians safe,” 
said Premier Doug Ford in a statement 
at the time. “That’s why we’re extend-
ing the remote learning period for 
students in Southern Ontario and the 

shutdown period for Northern Ontario, 
while continuing to provide fi nancial 
relief for parents through the Support 
for Learners program as well as the 
electricity rate relief for all time-of-use 
customers. We have to get the numbers 
down and today’s measures will help 
us continue to stop the spread of this 
deadly virus.”

The Province contended that targeted 
testing done among students and staff 
last month “confi rmed that schools are 
not a signifi cant source of transmis-
sion [but] with students having been 
at home for several weeks and with 
reports of concerning behaviour over 
the holidays, the positivity rate among 
school-aged children has increased 
sharply.”

Most troubling, the positivity rate for 
kids aged 12 – 13 years old increased 
from 5.44 per cent in late November, 
early December to nearly 20 per cent in 
early January.

“I have and remain fi rmly committed 
to getting students back into class as 
soon as possible - there is nothing more 
important,” said Education Minister 
Stephen Lecce on January 7. “How-
ever, the best medical and scientifi c 
experts have been clear: while schools 
have been safe places for kids, the sharp 
rise in community transmission puts 
that progress and Ontario families at 
risk. During this time, students will re-
main engaged in live teacher-led online 
learning with access to enhanced men-
tal health and technology supports.”

But the situation shifted signifi cantly 
in less than a week.

“As I have said from the beginning, 
when it comes to our children, I will 
not take any unnecessary risks,” said 
Premier Ford on Tuesday.

Decision on in-class
learning expected by

January 20

BY BRIAN LOCKHART
LOCAL JOURNALISM
INITIATIVE REPORTER

During the winter months, you are 
likely to hear more stories about coyotes 
stalking and killing cats and small dogs.

This time of year, a coyote’s preferred 
prey, rodents and rabbits, become scarce 
and the animals start looking at small 
household pets as dinner.

While some people advocate trapping 
or killing coyotes, the practice can actual-
ly make it more dangerous for household 
pets. As social animals with a family pack 
type of structure, killing one member of 
a coyote family upsets the balance of the 
whole community.

If an experienced adult is killed, pups 
who are just beginning to seek indepen-
dence will become hungry and desper-
ate. The killing of an adult male will also 
bring in more male coyotes searching out 
its mate, and this can attract more male 
coyotes to an area.

“Coyotes are everywhere, they’re beau-
tiful animals.” said Procyon Wildlife 
Centre director, Debra Spilar. “It’s not 
like they attack a cat on purpose. It’s a 
small prey animal. To them, it’s just a 
small prey animal that can be eaten. To 
protect them, just don’t let them outside. 
You take your chances when you have an 
outdoor cat. Your cat might be well fed, 
but wildlife isn’t, so they have to forage 
and they think your cat is part of the food 
chain.”

There are many humane ways to keep 
your pets safe from coyotes.

For cats, not letting them roam free is 
the fi rst step to keeping them safe. Small 
dogs are best kept on a leash or closely 
supervised when outdoors.

You can also discourage coyotes from 
coming to close to your house by keeping 
trash cans secured and never leaving pet 
food outside.

Coyotes are all around us, and while not 
a danger to humans, your small pets are in 
danger if allowed to roam around at will.

Keep pets safe from coyote predators

With the colder winter months now here, many food sources for coyotes are not as abundant mean-
ing coyotes may be looking at your household pets as dinner. Your best bet to keep you pets safe is 
to keep them indoors.

CONTRIBUTED PHOTO
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Independent Lifestyle
Includes meals, housekeeping, activities and more!

Personalized Care Plan
Includes medication management, assistance 

with personal care and more!

Call to learn more 905.853.4573 

It’s Time to Enjoy Life!
Move into The Roxborough where 

life can be sociable, safe and secure.

1 Roxborough Road, Newmarket, ON - Across from Southlake Regional Health Centre | verveseniorliving.com/the-roxborough/

Pet friendly

Includes meals, housekeeping and activities.

Includes medication management and assistance
with personal care.

BY BROCK WEIR

Stay-at-home orders will take effect at 
12.01 a.m. on Thursday, January 14, to 
limit mobility in the fight against CO-
VID-19.

The Provincial Government announced 
the stay-at-home orders on Tuesday after-
noon, along with an Ontario-wide state of 
emergency, which will be in place for a 
minimum of 28 days.

As the number of new cases of the vi-
rus continue to rise, there is a “looming 
threat” that Ontario’s hospital system 
could collapse, said the Province.

The stay-at-home order will require ev-
eryone to remain at home with exceptions 
for essential purposes, such as going to 
the grocery store or pharmacy, accessing 
health care services, for exercise and for 
essential work. As such, employers must 
ensure that any employee who can work 
from home does so.

Additional measures announced Tues-
day include restricting organized out-
door public and social gatherings to no 
more than five people with limited ex-
ceptions, requiring individuals to wear 
masks or face coverings in the indoor ar-
eas of businesses and organizations that 
are open, and requiring all non-essential 
retail stores, including hardware stores, 
alcohol retailers, and businesses offering 
curbside pickup and delivery to open no 
earlier than 7 a.m. and close no later than 
8 p.m. These restrictions do not apply to 
stores that primarily sell food, pharma-

cies, gas stations, convenience stores, and 
restaurants for takeout or delivery.

“The Ontario spirit has lifted us through 
worse, the people of Ontario have battled 
through worse, and I know this time will 
be no different,” said Premier Doug Ford. 
“Now more than ever, we need you…to 
do your part, stay home, save lives [and] 
protect our health care system. The sys-
tem is on the brink of collapse. It is on 
the brink of being overwhelmed. We’re 
at levels we have never seen before. Last 
week, I stood here and I told you that 
our province is in crisis and the facts are 
clear. Cases and deaths are at the highest 
level since the start of the pandemic and 
community spread continues to escalate. 
The…very dangerous UK strain of CO-
VID is being found across the Province. 
Ontario had eight new cases confirmed 
today and if we don’t move fast, our hos-
pital ICUs could be overwhelmed by the 
first week of February.

“I know everyone is tired. I know ev-
eryone is sick of COVID, including my-
self. I know everyone wants to return to 
normal. New reports and data show one 
third of Ontarians are not following Pub-
lic Health guidelines. Many are travelling 
and gathering. Now, let me be clear: I am 
not blaming anyone, only one thing is 
truly at fault and that is the virus. It just 
takes a moment. If you let your guard 
down, it can strike. Think of the teenager 
out with their friends not wearing their 
masks. They go home, pass it to their 
parents. Later that day at dinner, the vi-

rus passes from parents to grandparents. 
Within days, the grandparent is in the 
ICU and tragically passes. This is a story 
we’re hearing too many times. Stories 
like this are why we need to stay home 
and save lives.”

Added Health Minister Christine El-
liott: “The measures we are introducing 
today are absolutely necessary to save 
and protect the lives of Ontarians. This is 
not the first wave. Now, community trans-
mission is widespread. It is in our hospi-
tals, it is in our long-term care homes, 
and it is in our workplaces. The number 
of cases and the number of deaths due to 
COVID-19 are at the highest levels since 
the start of the pandemic a year ago. In 
a few short weeks, our hospital and ICU 
capacity could be overwhelmed. Yester-
day, 41 Ontarians died from COVID-19. 
It has been an extremely tragic year. Over 
5,000 Ontarians have lost their lives to 
COVID-19 since this pandemic began. 
These are not just numbers or statistics. 
These were brothers, sisters, mothers, fa-
thers and grandparents.”

Ontarians, she said, must change mobil-
ity patterns. Too many people are having 
too many contacts, resulting in increased 
cases, and the cycle must be broken.

The new orders also come with in-
creased enforcement measures.

The Province will provide authority to 
all enforcement and provincial offences 
officers, including the OPP, local police 
forces, bylaw officers and provincial 
workplace inspectors to issue tickets to 

individuals who do not comply with the 
stay-at-home orders. Additional enforce-
ment measures will also impact big box 
stores, noted the Premier, with “inspec-
tion blitzes” over the coming days.

“We have been up front about the sever-
ity of the threats we face if the numbers 
begin moving in the manner we have seen 
during these past days and weeks,” said 
Solicitor General Sylvia Jones. “We have 
said we would not hesitate to explore and 
exhaust all options necessary to protect 
Ontarians if the situation worsens, and 
it has. We are declaring this Provincial 
Emergency to allow for stronger mea-
sures to reduce the spread of COVID-19 
and these measures will be enforced.

“If people are found not complying 
with these orders, they will be subject to 
fines and persecution. Penalties may in-
clude up to a year in jail. We are taking 
the current situation very seriously and 
we ask that all Ontarians do the same. It 
is critical now more than ever that people 
adhere to the orders and follow public 
health measures. Please stay home, stay 
safe.  Orders can only take us so far. Stop-
ping the spread of COVID-19 can only be 
done if we all band together and make an 
extraordinary effort to protect the com-
munities our family and our friends call 
home.”

As of January 12, New Tecumseth 
has seen 636 cases of COVID-19, 463 
of which are now marked as recovered 
by the Simcoe Muskoka District Health 
Unit. 15 of these cases have proved fatal.

Stay-at-home orders take effect Thursday to curb second wave
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Brock’s Banter: The Value of Vigilance in challenging times
BY BROCK WEIR

Since we began this long, challenging jour-
ney, we have not only shifted our thinking on 
many things but our vocabulary as well.

Although absolutely necessary, I’m sure 
we’re all longing for the days when we no lon-
ger have to hear “pivot” in a business context, 
leaving it strictly for the choreography crowd. 
Our present “new normal” is losing whatever 
novelty it ever had. “Frontlines” are no lon-
ger just theatres of war, but places our family, 
friends, neighbours and even ourselves expe-
rience on an everyday basis, fighting an invis-
ible foe. A “pandemic” is no longer a vague 
notion that impacts some form of “other.” It is 
now very much a part of our lives.

“Vigilance” is another one of those words 
we have heard time and time again for the 
last 10 months, with its weight increasing 
with each passing week as numbers continue 
to rise. We hear it daily from our elected of-
ficials at every level of government. We are 
urged to exercise it at least once a week from 
our respective medical officers of health and, 
if we’re not urged to exercise it, we’re invari-
ably told to keep these muscles taut for any 
eventuality.

In these cases, vigilance is exercised by 
practicing such well-reasoned public safety 
measures as limiting public gatherings, avoid-
ing unnecessary travel, staying home except 
for essential services, and, you know, follow-
ing the law by wearing masks inside the lim-
ited number of stores we can access and when 
social distancing is simply impossible.

If the last 10 months have taught us any-
thing, it is that some people aren’t equipped 
to – no, are simply too selfish to exercise this 
vigilance.

Most of us are, and most of us are tired of 
it, but we are going to soldier on until the light 
that is currently at the end of the tunnel en-
gulfs us and guides us to better days. 

Until that time, we must tackle being vigi-
lant with renewed determination and vigour.

Little over twelve hours after last week’s 
edition of The Times went to press, I got up 
to begin just another work day. Another pa-
per for another community had to go out the 
door, so my focus had to be squarely on the 
job at hand. The stories that needed to go on 
the page were largely complete, items from 
columnists and so forth had rolled in over the 
night. By midday, it was a matter of assembly 
and placing content on the page.

As I’m sure many of you were, I had anoth-
er screen going as I tackled the paper. If you’re 
politically inclined as I am you were dialled 
into the news outlet of your choice to watch 

history unfold as the U.S. Congress gathered 
to officially confirm what had been known to 
us by the first weekend of November. 

Although it was technically a formality and 
we knew what the outcome would be despite 
the best and worst efforts of some parties, it 
was an undoubtedly historic moment that few 
wanted to miss.

Alas, we had to wait until the wee hours of 
the morning to see the day’s original objective 
play out.

What started off as a historic ceremony 
with a rather sad-looking protest going on 
a few blocks away quickly descended into 
chaos that ultimately cost lives, including 
those of two police officers. What some had 
described as an attempt at a “bloodless coup” 
earlier in the day, quickly saw blood spilled 
and presented us with difficult-to-process im-
ages the likes of which had never been seen 
before.

Reaction was swift around the globe and, 
outside of the United States, nearly uniform 
in its shock and horror at this act of domestic 
terrorism.

“What we witnessed was an assault on 
democracy by violent rioters, incited by the 
current president and other politicians,” said 
Prime Minister Justin Trudeau on Friday. “As 
shocking, deeply disturbing, and frankly sad-
dening as that event remains – we also have 
seen this week that democracy is resilient in 
America, our closest ally and neighbour.”

Michael Chong, a member of the Conserva-
tive Opposition’s Shadow Cabinet, said: “The 
violence of an unruly mob incited by outgo-
ing President Trump that attacked America’s 
national legislature in Washington, DC, that 
was meeting to certify the results of the recent 
US election, is an affront to the shared prin-
ciples that both Canada and the United States 
have had in common for more than a century.

“Principles such as a belief in democracy 
and the rule of law, and in the peaceful tran-
sition of power based on democratic elec-
tions. Conservatives call on President Trump 
and his supporters to respect the will of the 
American people, respect the will of the states 
who have confirmed these results and respect 
the will of the American courts that have reaf-
firmed these results.”

I write this on Sunday night, when what we 
saw still feels surreal and raw. I have my news 
outlet of choice running on that other screen 
just within my line of sight. At this writing, 
reports indicate the Vice President still is yet 
to decide whether or not to invoke the 25th 
Amendment, the Democrats are poised to in-
troduce a second round of impeachment ar-
ticles, the President is banned from his bully 

pulpit for inciting insurrection and goodness 
knows what tomorrow will bring.

If the events of January 6, 2021 have taught 
us anything it is the world can change on a 
dime and the various institutions we some-
times take for granted yet hold dear when 
we’re simply reminded of it, can come under 
siege at a moment’s notice.

We might seem a world away from what 
is going on in Washington, but, at the end of 
the day, our neighbours’ house experienced a 
devastating fire and the embers, at least at this 

point, show no signs of cooling.
It is incumbent upon all of us to stay vigi-

lant that sparks from the embers don’t con-
tinue to spread across the border and start a 
fire of its own.

On Wednesday, we saw a country reach a 
crossroads and we need to work together to 
ensure we never find ourselves in such a situ-
ation. As the Prime Minister said last week, 
“Democracy is not automatic – it takes work 
every day.”

Collectively.
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• Specializing in Farms 
• All Styles of Fencing  
• Installed & Repaired

705-435-2770
RR 1, EGBERT, ONT. L0L 1N0

McGUIRE
FENCING
LIMITED

TIME SENSITIVE MATERIAL
PLEASE RETURN PROOFED

WITHIN AN HOUR OF
RECEIPT,

THANK YOU
Proofed and
approved by  . . . . . . . . . . . . . .

Date: Aug 30/04     

Date of insertion 

Sept 1, 8, 15, 22, 29/04

Sales Rep.: Annette

BRTT � KTS ❑ IS ❑
CC � OC ❑     SFP ❑ GVS ❑

Set by: JRC

McGuire Fencing

1x30

705-435-2770
www.mcguirefencing.com
RR 1, EGBERT, ONT. L0L 1N0

• All Styles of Fencing
• Installed & Repaired
• We Also Paint Fences

ACROSS
1. Whitish stone
5. Candle parts
10. Groom’s girl
15. Food shop
16. Hateful
18. Acoustic
19. HAL info
20.	Mackerel-like	fish
21. Sniff
22. Honorable
24. Hurry
26. Pummel
29. Not a landlubber
30. Matterhorn’s range
34. Gretzky’s org.
35. Dog’s tether
38. Displace
40. Weeping
42. Fuzzy Wuzzy, e.g.
44. Old bronze coloring

45. “The Razor’s ____”
46. Military formation
48.	Butterfly	trap
49. Cleric in charge
52. Slow, in music
54. Ballet step
57. Eventually
59. Bugs
63. Antelope
65. “Swan Lake” costume
66. Emerald
67. Scanty
68. Indian abode
70. Cassowary’s cousin
71. Rectangular pier
72. Kill, as a dragon
75. Besmirch
77. Give a bagel to
78. Sty dwellers
80. Low voices
84. Hold in a condensed coating

86. Festive party
90. Open-mouthed
91. Of blossoms
92. Desktop image
93. Type of coffee
94. A day’s march
95. “____ of Kin”

DOWN
1. Curious
2. Certain legume
3. High, in music
4. Vine
5. Teeter
6. False god
7. Motion picture
8. Colorful carp
9. Collection of Hindu
      aphorisms
10. Hit hard
11. Sugarcane liquor

12. Dudgeon
13. Indian dish
14. Pipe elbow
17. Spirit
23. Like tanning lotion
25. Daze
26. Contribute a chip
27. Tool hut
28. Dross
29. Iranian ruler
30. Trickery
31. Cut of pork
32. Cornmeal loaf
33. At once, to Howser
36. At a right angle, nautically
37. Undercover
39. Sudden pain
41. Race in neutral
43. Describe
47. Basketball shot
50. Capri or Wight
51. Roughly textured
53. Dollar
54. Strong cotton
55. Sherman Hemsley sitcom
56. Squabble
58. Moral obligation
60. Field
61. Workout sites
62. Veer
64.	Muslim	official
66. Has-____
69. Fit for consumption
73. Book page
74. Confuse
76. Start
77. Feudal lord’s fee
78. Marsh bird
79. Mantle
80. Poor
81. ____ of Aquarius
82. Animal pouch
83. Bottled-water source
85. Tippler
87. Expert person
88. Salmon for bagels
89. Picnic intruder

Solution on page 14

X CROSSWORD
PUZZLE 426

BY BROCK WEIR

Southlake Regional 
Health Centre began ad-
ministering its first doses 
of the Pfizer vaccine just 
before Christmas and 
now, in this new year, 
Newmarket’s Ray Twin-
ney Complex has been 
transformed into a vacci-
nation centre as inocula-
tion efforts ramp up. 

Southlake, York Re-
gion Public Health and 
the Town of Newmarket 
announced the vaccina-
tion centre’s opening on 
January 6. By that time, 
Southlake had already 
administered 3,000 doses 
of the COVID-19 vaccine 
with a goal of reaching 
1,000 vaccinations per 
day by January 8.

The newly-opened fa-
cility has the capacity to 
reach this goal in its early 
stages and has the capa-
bility of expanding op-
erations in the weeks and 
months ahead.

“In keeping with the 
priority groups identified 
by the Ontario govern-
ment, Southlake has been 
vaccinating staff and des-
ignated care providers 
of long-term care homes 
since December 23 and 
began vaccinating hos-
pital staff this week, in-
cluding those working at 
Markham Stouffville and 
Stevenson Memorial Hos-
pitals,” said Southlake. 
“This will continue to be 
the focus in the near term.

“Once long-term care 
and hospital staff have 
been vaccinated the focus 
will shift to health care 
workers in community 
settings and other first 
responders, as per pro-
vincial guidelines. After 
these groups are vacci-
nated, Public Health will 
lead mass community 
clinics with the help of 
Southlake, primary care 
and other providers as a 
team effort.”

The vaccination cen-
tre will not be open to 

Southlake’s COVID-19 vaccination centre now open in Newmarket
SMH staff among those vaccinated

the general public at this 
time, but it is anticipated 
they will be able to do 
so once these key target 
groups have been reached.

“Doing our part to en-
sure this is the largest 
vaccination campaign this 
country has ever seen, 
means that Southlake can 
return to normal business 
as soon as possible,” said 
Arden Krystal, President 
& CEO of Southlake Re-
gional Health Centre in 
a statement. “The more 
people we vaccinate, the 
faster we’ll be able to 
get back to the surgeries 
we’ve had to postpone as 
a result of caring for the 
surging numbers of pa-
tients with COVID-19. 

“This vaccine is a turn-
ing point and as much as 
today is about looking 
forward with hope, it is 
also an opportunity to re-
flect on and celebrate the 
partnerships we’ve forged 
throughout this pandemic. 
Today is another great 
example of what we can 
achieve when we work to-
gether, across the health-
care system and at every 
level of government.”

Added Dr. Karim Kurji, 
York Region’s Chief Med-
ical Officer of Health, 
“Vaccination is a corner-
stone of public health and 
historically has been one 
of the most effective ways 
of reducing the death 
and disability caused by 
disease. We continue to 
make important progress 
alongside our partners in 
quickly and safely vac-
cinating our front-line 
health care workers, in-

cluding residents and es-
sential caregivers at York 
Region’s long-term care 
homes. As more vaccines 
become available, Public 
Health is ready with plans 
to distribute and admin-
ister the vaccine. Every 
resident in York Region 
who wishes to receive a 
vaccine will be offered 
the opportunity.”

Wayne Emmerson, 
Chair of the Regional 
Municipality of York, 
said he “commended all 
of the frontline staff and 
our health system partners 
on their continued efforts 
to support the health and 
wellbeing of our residents 
and communities.”

PHOTO COURTESY OF SOUTHLAKE

For information please contact Susan Iacoucci
905.936.3424 or email info@btbia.ca

ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING
The Beeton Tottenham Business Improvement
Association will hold our annual general meeting to
review 2020 and present our 2021 budget.
The meeting will be held virtually on
Wednesday, January 27th, 2021 at 6:30 pm
RSVP to attend.
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SUPPORT LOCAL SAFELY
LET'S SUPPORT OUR LOCAL BUSINESSES SAFELY BY SHOPPING 
ONLINE, CURBSIDE PICKUP, TAKEOUT, AND DELIVERY.

DON’S MEAT MARKET, ALMONTE

BY BRIAN LOCKHART
LOCAL JOURNALISM
INITIATIVE REPORTER

If you have noticed the rising cost of products in your local 
grocery store, you’re not alone.

As food prices continue to rise, the current COVID-19 situ-
ation is putting an additional strain on food suppliers.

The Federal and Provincial governments are investing $5 
million in immediate emergency assistance to help the prov-
ince’s beef farmers manage costs associated with the impact 
of the COVID-19 pandemic.

The program was announced in June, but was put into place 
after the recent closure of Cargill Meat Solutions in Guelph. 
That facility temporarily closed down as a result of a number 
of positive COVID-19 case among employees at the plant.

Ontario farmers can apply for funding to help cover in-
creased costs of feeding and setting aside market-ready cattle 
due to COVID-19 related processing delays. The funding 
was planned to go into place in the event that processing dis-
ruptions impacted the industry.

The Guelph plant closing was the trigger that got the fund-
ing moving.

Due to the backlog that is resulting from a reduction in pro-
cessing capacity at livestock processing plants, beef farmers 
can apply to keep their feedlot cattle of cull cows on farm for 
an additional 63 days.

Simcoe County is a large producer of beef and part of the 
Beef Farmers of Ontario.

“We are continuing to work with our farmers and all the 
agri-food heroes in our food processing network to help 
them meet challenges posed by COVID-19 and to keep a 
steady supply of safe and nutritious foods available for On-
tario families,” said Ernie Hardeman, Ontario’s Minister of 
Agriculture, Food and Rural Affairs. “This is just one of the 
many ways our province continues to support farmers dur-
ing COVID-19 and builds on the efforts we have already 
made in working with the agri-food sector to address ur-

gent needs.”
The Canada-Ontario COVID-19 Beef Emergency Feed 

Maintenance Initiative is being offered through AgriRe-
covery, under the Canadian Agricultural Partnership. The 
provincial contributions are part of Ontario’s Action Plan: 
Responding to COVID0-19, which will provide funding 
support for eligible farmers. This funding is in addition 
to other supports launched this year to assist the agri-food 
sector in meeting challenges related to the COVID-19 out-
break.

The Beef Farmers of Ontario responded favourably to 

the recent announcement.
“This will be an important too to have available to help 

manage potential disruptions within our processing sec-
tor,” said Beef Farmers of Ontario president Rob Lipsett. 
“Having this safeguard in place, if it is ultimately needed, 
is critically important. It must be acknowledged that our 
sector continues to struggle with fi nancial losses and mar-
ket uncertainty as a result a result of COVID-19.”

Ontario has around 6,800 beef farms that contribute an 
estimated $2.8 billion to the provinces economy each year 
providing around 60,000 jobs.

Beef farmers in Ontario are getting some help from the Federal and Provincial governments. A $5 million emergency fund is being is-
sued to help farmers with additional costs during the COVID-19 pandemic. The program was announced in June but triggered by the 
closure of a meat processing plant in Guelph in December.                                 PHOTO BY BRIAN LOCKHART

Federal and provincial governments provide $5 million for 
beef farmers
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Visit ontario.ca/coronavirus
Paid for by the Government of Ontario

Stop the 
Spread
COVID-19 
can be deadly.
Stay home. 
Stay strong.
Save lives.

BY BROCK WEIR

As we approach a full year of living 
in the midst of a global pandemic, Com-
munity & Home Assistance to Seniors 
(CHATS) is putting increased emphasis on 
expanding social engagement for seniors. 

Expanding Social Engagement for 
Seniors is a new program launched by 
CHATS this winter to help older residents 
stay connected and keep minds active.

Launched in conjunction with the Al-
zheimer Society of York Region, York 
Region EMS, the York Regional Police, 
March of Dimes, Human Endeavour and 
CareFirst, the Expanding Social Engage-
ment for Seniors program includes kits 
packed with a variety of products, from 
crossword puzzles and games to our new 
group of daily essentials such as face 
masks and alcohol wipes.

In addition to these products, the kits 
contain information about local resources.

“Most importantly, it is designed to 
help people feel they are connected and 
that there are resources out there they can 
call on at any time to support them if they 
should need it,” says Christina Bisanz, 
CEO of CHATS, which serves both York 
Region and South Simcoe. “This is a 
project we launched just after the holiday 
season and these kits have been, and are 
being, delivered throughout the area to a 
number of elderly people in the commu-
nity.”

This is just one initiative being carried 
out by CHATS throughout the winter by 
staff and volunteers. Their frontline work-
ers have been front and centre .

In just one example, on December 22, 
personal support workers Samanta Breen 
and Karen Fredrick finished an overnight 
shift at an area seniors’ residence when 
they heard someone calling for help. The 
PSWs walked the floor listening at each 
door until they could pinpoint the sound, 
says Ms. Bisanz.

“The person’s voice was getting very 
faint, and she was unable to answer the 
door (the tenant not being a CHATS’ cli-
ent, the PSWs did not have a key to get 
in),” said Ms. Bisanz. “Another PSW, Gr-
egy Biolley, called 911 and waited in the 
lobby door until first responders arrived. 
Meanwhile, Samanta and Karen kept re-
assuring the tenant that help was on the 
way. By the time the first responders ar-
rived the tenant was no longer responding. 
Police broke the door open and found the 
tenant unconscious. EMS transported the 
tenant to hospital. 

“We are very proud of how swiftly 
and purposefully our PSWs responded 
when they felt someone needed help. 
Their training and professionalism shone 
through. PSWs are not always acknowl-
edged for what they do and how they help, 

but they are certainly among the heroes in 
healthcare.”

The pandemic has caused us to redefine 
how we define our frontline workers, and 
CHATS’ volunteers have been front and 
centre from the very beginning – and con-
tinue to be.

In addition to delivering the Expanding 
Social Engagement kits, they have been 
very active on the phones with their tele-
phone reassurance programs and Meals on 
Wheels programs to help older residents 
stay connected and healthy in body, mind 
and spirit.

“We’re still looking for volunteers to 
help with telephone calls, people that 
might have some experience or expertise 
in online programming would be help-
ful,” says Ms. Bisanz. “If they have some 
ideas to bring that we can put online that 
would be great. We are still looking for 
volunteers for Meals on Wheels delivery 
and we have really increased the number 
of clients now receiving Meals on Wheels. 
As people are more reluctant to go out, we 
certainly want to facilitate their ability to 
stay in their homes. Those meals have be-
come even more important as sort of food 
security and good nutritional options and 
they are delivered right to their doors in a 
contactless way. If anybody is interested 
in volunteering activities for CHATS, we 
certainly encourage them to give us a call 
and see what opportunities exist in their 
respective areas. 

“We’re still a way from going back 
to the way things were and we probably 
won’t be exactly back to the way things 
were and our clients, they have been pa-
tient but it has been difficult. It has been 
difficult for the seniors and it has been 
difficult for their family members to con-
tinue to keep them safe at home. People 
are getting anxious and are looking for the 
time when they can come back together 
and that is all going to be very dependent 
on a successful course of having people be 
vaccinated and not only to protect them-
selves but to protect the elderly in our 
community. We’re very hopeful that vac-
cination program will continue to roll out 
and will continue to roll out quickly, and 
will also be getting to not only the front-
line workers in the community, the PSWs, 
the drivers, the recreation programs, those 
who are doing front-facing work with the 
elderly need to be on the priority list for 
vaccination as well as the seniors just as 
much as some of the other priority popula-
tion. We are hopeful there will be a recog-
nition of the importance of also protecting 
those frontline essential workers and those 
seniors who are at home but definitely at 
higher risk.”

For more, including how to get involved, 
visit chats.on.ca.

Expanding Social Engagement 
for seniors is priority for CHATS
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Sniff Out a Great Deal  
in the Classifieds.

Shoppers with a nose for bargains head straight for the 
Classifieds. 

In the Classifieds, you can track down deals on everything from 
cars to canine companions.

It’s easy to place an ad or find the items you want,
and it’s used by hundreds of area shoppers every day.

Go with your instincts and
use the Classifieds today.

Call  1-888-557-6626

BY BRIAN LOCKHART
LOCAL JOURNALISM
INITIATIVE REPORTER

The number of people living with de-
mentia is on the rise.

With costs of care-giving expected to 
rise to around $12 billion by 2040, the Al-
zheimer Societies across Ontario are try-
ing to build connections between families, 

care-givers, and patients.
During Alzheimer’s Awareness Month, 

the Alzheimer Society will launch a four-
part short film series that follows a woman 
named Alecia, a mother and grandmother 
who lives with Alzheimer’s. The film in-
cludes her family as they confront this dis-
ease head-on and share their story, struggle, 
and moments of connection.

“We are so thankful to Alicia and her fam-

Four-part series hopes to provide insight into Alzheimer’s
ily for sharing their important story,” said 
Debbie Islam, CEO of the Alzheimer So-
ciety of Simcoe County. “Their story helps 
represent the other 1.1 million Canadians 
who are currently affected by Alzheimer’s 
and dementia and reminds us about the im-
portance of support and the power of love.”

The four-part series allows viewers to 
step inside the lives of Alicia, who was di-
agnosed with Alzheimer’s ten years ago.

Alicia’s daughter Judy, who is also her 
care partner, and the rest of her family share 
how this disease affects Alicia and her fam-
ily and the challenges and heartbreak they 
face.

“I hope by sharing our story, it shows oth-
ers who are going through similar situations 
that they are not alone,” Judy said. “Sharing 

and connecting with others is so important. 
It changes everything.”

In Simcoe County it is estimated that over 
10,000 people aged 65 and over are living 
with dementia.

Alzheimer’s disease and other dementias 
is an irreversible and progressive brain dis-
order that slowly weakens memory, think-
ing, skills, and eventually the ability to 
carry out the simplest tasks.

Currently there are 25,000 new cases of 
Alzheimer’s diagnosed in Canada each year 
and that number is expected to triple by 
2050.

The four-part film series will be launched 
on January 7.

You can view it by visiting on-line at bit.
ly/alicia-story.

The Museum of Dufferin has partnered with 
the Dufferin County Canadian Black Association 
to host a Black History Month Digital Exhibition.

Canadian photographers and artists are en-
couraged to submit their work to reflect the 
theme of “Solidarity in my Community.”

Entries can be in the form of art or photo-
graphs. Students, professionals, and non-profes-
sionals are encouraged to submit their work.

The exhibition is seeking entries from people 
who participated in a Black Lives Matter march, 
hung signs in their windows, or witnessed the 
community coming together in some kind of 
powerful way.

There is no entry fee for this show and the en-
try deadline is Monday, February 1, 2021.

You can submit up to two images per photog-
rapher and up to two images of artwork.

The photographs and artwork will be used for 
exhibition and promotion of the exhibition.

Photographs must be submitted in high reso-
lution without any watermarks or logos.

This is a juried art show and art and photog-
raphy will be juried in separate categories. It is 
also an on-line show and no physical artwork or 
photography will be accepted.

You can view show guidelines and how to sub-
mit at www.dufferinmuseum.com.

MOD hosts photo contest in support of 
Black History Month

OUTDOOR FUN - It was a mild weekend 
prompting many local residents to get outside 
and have some fun. The Tottenham Conserva-
tion Area was packed with people sledding 
and tobogganing down the hill with plenty of 
others trying out their snowshoes on the trails. 

PHOTO BY BRIAN LOCKHART
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WE DON’T BREW OUR 
BEER FOR THE AWARDS. 

BUT HE DOES!

Andrew Kohnen 
Brewmaster

Our brewmaster, Andrew Kohnen, threw away a successful career in logistics to pursue his dream of reconnecting 

with the brewing roots of his family. This carried him to the UK’s prestigious Brewlab in Sunderland, England, where 

he procured the alchemy that would drive his signature brewing style.

He took what he could from there and ventured to Scotland, Cornwall, and ultimately to Krefeld, Germany, working 

in the same brewery that had belonged to his ancestors. He came home to Canada for Hockley.

You could call it dumb, but we call it destiny.

Andrew Kohnen 

HOCKLEYBEER.CA
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NEW TECUMSETH TIMES

BY BRIAN LOCKHART
LOCAL JOURNALISM
INITIATIVE REPORTER

It is the ultimate goal for many athletes 
to compete in the Olympic Games and 
represent their country on the interna-
tional stage.

Years of training, sacrifi ce, and hard 
work come down to a two-week period 
every four years.

Even then there is no guarantee top 
athletes can compete. An athlete may hit 
their top stride in between Olympic years 
or an injury could end a career suddenly.

This year’s Olympic Games in Tokyo 

were postponed due to the COVID-19 
pandemic and rescheduled to July 2021.

That year could mean a huge shift in 
the dynamics of the games.

Hosting the Games is a huge undertak-
ing for any country. Although there is 
a lot of pride in being the host country 
there is also a huge cost involved.

Some Games are a great success while 
others can be looked on as a failure.

The postponement of the Tokyo games 
has already cost Japan a lot of money. Ini-
tial reports said the cost could be as high 
as $6 billion, however that has now been 
reassessed at around $2 billion, already 
making this the second most expensive 

Olympic Games in history.
The cost overrun is causing tension 

between the Japanese government and 
International Olympic Committee over 
who will foot the bill for the delay.

With the one-year delay in hosting the 
games, there is still uncertainty whether 
the games could even be held in 2021 
given the current situation with the 
world-wide COVD-19 pandemic.

The rising costs of having an entire 
Olympic Village and all the sporting ven-
ues sitting idle is causing a lot of prob-
lems.

Already, about 33 per cent of Japanese 
citizens think the Games should just be 

cancelled citing the fact that many people 
don’t believe the virus will be contained 
anytime soon. Another 36 per cent think 
the postponement should be pushed back 
even further.

If the current international situation 
doesn’t improve soon there’s a good 
chance the IOC may just pull the plug 
and reconvene in another four years.

With the huge undertaking and expense 
of building Olympic venues in new cities 
around the globe every year, it may be 
time to create a permanent Olympic ven-
ue that could be maintained annually by 
contributions from participating sporting 
countries.

Olympic Games in doubt for 2021

BY BRIAN LOCKHART
LOCAL JOURNALISM
INITIATIVE REPORTER

Snowmobile enthusiasts in the area will 
have to wait a little longer to get out on the 
trails this year.

The Alliston & District Snowmobile 
Club has not yet opened the sanctioned 
trails for sledders due to lack of ground 
cover.

There are over 30,000 km of intercon-
nected snowmobile trails in Ontario, how-
ever they don’t all necessarily receive the 

amount of snow needed to be open at the 
same time.

The local club is waiting for more 
ground cover before opening the trails. 
Riding on ungroomed trails or areas with 
lack of proper cover can result in damage 
to property.

Club executive are urging local sledders 
to stay off the trails for the time being and 
respect local landowners whose property 
the trails pass over.

“We have received several complaints 
from landowners regarding snowmobiles 
on closed trails as well as fi elds without 

trails,” the Club posted on their website. 
“The snow and ground conditions were 
absolutely not favourable to snowmobil-
ing yet and this has resulted in land use 
permission being immediately revoked.”

Snowmobile clubs across the province 
rely on the cooperation of landowners who 
allow the trails to cross over their property. 
Volunteers used machines to groom the 
trails to make them safe for riding.

All snowmobilers in the province who 
use the trail system are required to pur-
chase a trail pass that is placed on the front 
of the machine in a visible location.

Trails are monitored by trail marshals as 
well as police to ensure compliance. Those 
riding the trails without a valid permit 
could be subject to a fi ne.

Clubs in Ontario all work with the On-
tario Federation of Snowmobile Clubs 
who operated 16 districts across the prov-
ince and provides a voice for organized 
snowmobiling in the province.

The sport has seen an increase in activ-
ity this season. With so many sports and 
events cancelled, many new riders are tak-
ing up the sport and buying sleds.

Snowmobile Club waiting for more ground cover
While local snowmobilers are hoping to get out for a ride, the Alliston & District Snowmobile Club hasn’t yet opened local trails for riders. The Club is hoping for a little more snow so they can have the 
trails properly groomed and ready to go. Some clubs in the region have already opened their trail and are seeing quite a bit of activity.              PHOTO BY BRIAN LOCKHART
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Look for us on Facebook and 
Instagram

Contact info:
416-527-4683
quartervalleystable@gmail.com

Quarter Valley Stables 
has relocated to 

15134 Dufferin St. King

Specializing in 
reining horses

Boarding
Beginner to advanced Lessons

Training
Coaching

Sales

Facility:
80 x 200 indoor arena

150 x 220 outdoor sand ring
Large stalls
Wash stall

Heated lounge and tack room
Individual or group turnout

QuarterValleyRidingSchool_2018_halfpage_FALL-proof2.pdf   1   2018-08-30   2:37 PM

BY BRIAN LOCKHART
LOCAL JOURNALISM
INITIATIVE REPORTER

Racoons peer out from their dens and 
squirrels scurry around the branches 
in their enclosure hoping for a treat at 
the Procyon Wildlife Rehabilitation 
and Education Centre on the 7th Line 
of New Tecumseth. The Centre hosts a 
variety of wildlife native to Ontario that 
have been injured or a sick and need 
some help before they can be released 
back into the wild.

“We take in all species that are native 
to Ontario,” explained Centre direc-
tor Debra Spilar. “Deer, fox, coyotes, 
minks, raccoons, squirrels, we take care 
of all our own animals. We don’t take in 
pets or exotics. We don’t take in cats or 
dogs. People find them all over – some 
are found in attics or have been hit by 
cars. We have quite a few here now that 

have been hit by cars. Others have been 
orphaned. The mother may have been 
trapped but the babies are still in the 
nest.”

The Centre has several different areas 
to care for the animals when they are 
brought in, from a new animal station 
where they can be examined by a vet-
erinarian to a quarantine area for when 
animals must be separated from the oth-
ers.

Many of the animals are kept in out-
door pens that are protected from the 
elements and have a natural-style set-
ting with small dens and tree branches 
to make them feel at home.

There are many squirrels, kept in fam-
ily groups, that playfully run around 
their cage and excitedly wait for feed-
ing time.

The Centre even has an area dedicat-
ed to bats.

“Sometimes the bats are in a house 
because of the warmth, and they might 
come out of hibernation too early and 
if there’s a cold snap, they’ll find them 
on the ground,” Ms. Spilar explained of 
the way bats come to the shelter. “Peo-
ple bring them to us and we keep them 
until the spring.”

During the spring, the Centre usually 
has quite a few young deer that have 
been orphaned for various reasons. 
There is a deer pen with a feeding sta-
tion. Once they get a little older, they 
can roam in a fenced and forested ten-
acre area that is just like their natural 
habitat.

The deer are usually released when 
they are seven or eight months old and 
considered to be juveniles.

The raccoon shelter is filled with the 
playful animals who have all been in-
jured or have been sick and are recov-

ering. One young raccoon survived a 
vicious dog attack and is well on the 
way to recovery after receiving severe 
injuries.

The Centre also teaches people about 
wildlife and conservation.

“We have classes here,” Ms. Spilar 
said. “We have Girl Guides, Scouts, 
Cubs, and some adult clubs. We train 
vet techs and interns here.”

The Centre has been operating and 
expanding for ten years. They are hop-
ing to expand even more with the ad-
dition of a new building and using one 
of the existing rooms for a new nursery 
space.

Ideally, they are looking for a school 
portable that is no longer needed to be a 
new teaching centre.

You can learn more about the Wild-
lifle Centre by visiting the website 
at www.procyonwildlife.com.

Procyon Wildlife Centre cares for native Ontario animals
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TRAFFIC

 Lorem ipsum dolor sit amet, consectetuer 
adipiscing elit, sed diam nonummy nibh 
euismod tincidunt ut laoreet dolore magna 
aliquam erat volutpat. Ut wisi enim ad 
minim veniam, quis nostrud exerci tation 
ullamcorper suscipit lobortis nisl ut aliquip 
ex ea commodo consequat. Duis autem vel 
eum iriure dolor in hendrerit in vulputate 
velit esse molestie consequa.

ROAD WATCH
Mirum est notare quam littera gothica, 

quam nunc putamus parum claram, an-
teposuerit litterarum formas humanita-
tis per seacula quarta decima et quinta 
decima. Eodem modo typi, qui nunc no-
bis videntur parum clari, fiant sollemnes 

in futurum. Lorem ipsum dolor sit amet, 
consectetuer adipiscing elit, sed diam non-
ummy nibh euismod tincidunt ut laoreet 
dolore magna aliquam erat volutpat. 

ALCOHOL & DRIVING
Duis autem vel eum iriure dolor in hen-

drerit in vulputate velit esse molestie con-
sequat, vel illum dolore eu feugiat nulla 
facilisis at vero eros et accumsan et iusto 
odio dignissim qui blandit praesent lup-
tatum zzril delenit augue duis dolore te 
feugait nulla facilisi. 

Nam liber tempor cum soluta nobis elei-
fend option congue nihil imperdiet doming 
id quod mazim placerat facer possim as-
sum ypi non habent claritatem insitam; est 
usus legenti.

THEFT
Fiant sollemnes in futurum. Lorem ip-

sum dolor sit amet, consectetuer adipiscing 
elit, sed diam nonummy nibh euismod tinc-
idunt ut laoreet dolore magna aliquam erat 
volutpat. Ut wisi enim ad minim veniam, 
quis nostrud exerci tation ullamcorper sus-
cipit lobortis nisl ut aliquip ex ea commodo 
consequat. Duis autem vel eum iriure dolor 
in hendrerit in vulputate velit esse moles-
tie

CRIMINAL CHARGES
Consequat, vel illum dolore eu feugiat 

nulla facilisis at vero eros et accumsan et 
iusto odio dignissim qui blandit praesent 
luptatum zzril delenit augue duis dolore te 
feugait nulla facilisi. 

Nam liber tempor cum soluta nobis elei-
fend option congue nihil imperdiet doming 
id quod mazim placerat facer possim.

DOMESTIC DISPUTES
Qui facit eorum claritatem. Investiga-

tiones demonstraverunt lectores legere me 
lius quod ii legunt saepius. Claritas est 
etiam processus dynamicus, qui sequitur 
mutationem consuetudium lectorum. Mi-
rum est notare quam littera gothica, quam 
nunc putamus parum claram, anteposuerit 

 Lorem ipsum dolor sit amet, consectetuer 
adipiscing elit, sed diam nonummy nibh 
euismod tincidunt ut laoreet dolore magna 
aliquam erat volutpat. Ut wisi enim ad 
minim veniam, quis nostrud exerci tation 
ullamcorper suscipit lobortis nisl ut aliquip 
ex ea commodo consequat. Duis autem vel 
eum iriure dolor in hendrerit in vulputate 
velit esse molestie consequat, vel illum do-
lore eu feugiat nulla facilisis at vero eros et 
accumsan et iusto odio dignissim qui blan-
dit praesent luptatum zzril delenit augue 
duis dolore te feugait nulla facilisi. 

SUBHEAD
Mirum est notare quam littera gothica, 

quam nunc putamus parum claram, ante-
posuerit litterarum formas humanitatis per 
seacula quarta decima et quinta decima. 
Eodem modo typi, qui nunc nobis videntur 
parum clari, fiant sollemnes in futurum. 

Lorem ipsum dolor sit amet, consectetuer 
adipiscing elit, sed diam nonummy nibh 
euismod tincidunt ut laoreet dolore magna 

aliquam erat volutpat. Ut wisi enim ad 
minim veniam, quis nostrud exerci tation 
ullamcorper suscipit lobortis nisl ut aliquip 

Road Watch plays role  
in keeping roads safe

NEW TECUMSETH TIMES

OPP REPORT
1-888-310-1122

BASEBAR

Lorem ipsum dolor sit amet, con-
sect etuer adipiscing elit, sed diam 
nonummy nibh euismod tincidunt ut 
laoreet dolore magna aliquam erat 
volutpat. Ut wisi enim ad minim ve-
niam, quis nostrud exerci tation ul-
lamcorper suscipit lobortis nisl ut 
aliquip ex ea commodo consequat. 
Duis autem vel eum iriure dolor in 
hendrerit in vulputate velit esse mo-
lestie consequat, vel illum dolore eu 
feugiat nulla facilisis at vero eros et 
accumsan et iusto odio dignissim 
qui blandit praesent luptatum zzril 
delenit augue duis dolore te feugait 
nulla facilisi. 

Nam liber tempor cum soluta no-
bis eleifend option congue nihil im-

Rollover
injures

Tottenham

New poll on fatigued and drowsy
driving reveals serious problem

EARLUG EARLUG

St. John Ambulance
announces new branch manager

Lorem ipsum dolor sit amet, 
consect etuer adipiscing elit, 
sed diam nonummy nibh 
euismod tincidunt ut laoreet 
dolore magna aliquam erat 
volutpat. Ut wisi enim ad 
minim veniam, quis nostrud 
exerci tation ullamcorper sus-
cipit lobortis nisl ut aliquip ex 
ea commodo consequat. Duis 
autem vel eum iriure dolor in 
hendrerit in vulputate velit 

esse molestie consequat, vel 
illum dolore eu feugiat nulla 
facilisis at vero eros et accum-
san et iusto odio dignissim qui 
blandit praesent luptatum zz-
ril delenit augue duis dolore te 
feugait nulla facilisi. 

Nam liber tempor cum 
soluta nobis eleifend option 
congue nihil imperdiet dom-
ing id quod mazim placerat 
facer possim assum. Typi non 

Morris Samson
St. John Ambulance
New Branch Manger

2020-2021 Festive R.I.D.E. “effective”, according to local OPP
The Festive R.I.D.E (Reduce Impaired Driving Every-

where) campaign ran across Ontario from November 26, 
2020 until January 3, 2021.

“Members of the Nottawasaga Detachment of the OPP 
worked night and day to deter and remove impaired drivers 
from our roadways,” said the Force. “Members were active 
across our three municipalities initiating R.I.D.E programs 
in an effort to remove impaired drivers from our roadways.”

During this season’s Festive R.I.D.E, the Nottawasaga 
OPP:

• Participated in 97 RIDE events;
• Charged 8 drivers with impaired operation of a motor 

vehicle, and
• Issued 3 warn-range (3, 7 or 30-day) driver’s licence 

suspensions
“The Nottawasaga OPP reminds all motorists that it is 

their responsibility to ensure they do not drive while their 
ability is impaired, regardless of the substance. Please plan 
ahead when consuming alcohol or drugs. Use a designated 
driver, utilize a cab or public transit or stay overnight. Any 
amount of alcohol or drugs can impact your ability to make 
sound judgements.

“The OPP is committed to highway safety and will con-
tinue to take enforcement action against impaired drivers, 
including year-round R.I.D.E programs. If you suspect an 
impaired driver, please call 911.”

Added Nottawasaga OPP Traffic Sergeant Tom Shantz: 
“The OPP relies on the public to report crime to help us keep 
our community the safest place to live, work and travel. Im-
paired driving is a crime that should be treated no differently. 
Please consider your own family members when travelling 
on our roadways and do not drive under the influence of al-
cohol or drugs, and report any driver who you suspect may 
be impaired by calling 911”

ANGUS HOUSE FIRE

On Sunday January 9, at approximately 5:30 a.m., mem-
bers of the Nottawasaga detachment of Ontario Provincial 
Police (OPP), Essa Fire Department and Simcoe County 
Paramedics Services responded to a structure fire at a resi-
dence on Margaret Street in Angus, Essa Township.

Upon arrival, first responders observed a home engulfed 
in flames.

Essa Fire Department extinguished the fire. As a result, an 
adult male was transported to a local area hospital with non-
life-threatening injuries.

The Ontario Fire Marshall’s Office was notified and at-
tended the scene.

Officers remain at the scene to secure the area while the 
investigation continues.  

“Anyone with information regarding this fire, or with pos-
sible video footage, is asked to contact the Nottawasaga OPP 
at or Crime Stoppers at (8477). When you contact Crime 
Stoppers you remain anonymous, you will never have to tes-
tify and you may be eligible to receive a cash reward of up to 
$2,000.1-800-222-TIPS1-888-310-1122.”

CRIME STOPPERS MONTH

January is Crime Stoppers Month in Canada and the theme 
for 2021 is “Helping All Communities Stay Safe”.

In support of this theme, Crime Stoppers Canada, the 
Canadian Association of Chiefs of Police (CACP) and po-
lice services across Canada are launching a national public 

awareness campaign over the next several months to help 
educate the public about the negative impacts of metham-
phetamine and how it poses a threat to the safety and well-
being of our communities.

Under the auspices of CIROC (the Canadian Integrated 
Response to Organized Crime), participating police services 
will feature a variety of communication strategies in order to 
provide information on indicators of methamphetamine pro-
duction and the prevalence of methamphetamine within their 
local communities.

Police services will focus on encouraging members of the 
public to report suspicious activity to their local police ser-
vice, or to remain anonymous and report to Crime Stoppers.

Did you know?
Many Canadian law enforcement agencies have identified 

an increase in the use, trafficking, importation and produc-
tion of methamphetamine.

Methamphetamine has emerged as one of the most signifi-
cant commodities within organized crime; entrenched from 
production, to importation and distribution.

The production of one kilogram of methamphetamine 
produces about six kilograms of toxic waste. This waste is 
usually disposed of through illegal dumping resulting in en-
vironmental contamination and health hazards for the public.

CIROC encourages social media followers to share the 
messages and information in order to help educate other 
members within your community of the potential indicators 
of methamphetamine labs as well as the dangers metham-
phetamine production poses within our communities.

CIROC represents the totality of policing within Canada 
and coordinates national efforts to disrupt organized crime 
through information sharing and collaboration. These part-
nerships extend beyond policing and include agencies such 
as Canadian Border Services Agency, Financial Transactions 
and Reports Analysis Centre of Canada and other federal 
government departments.

“Canadian law enforcement and its critical partners, such 
as Crime Stoppers, will undertake to aggressively pursue, 
disrupt and dismantle criminal organizations involved in the 
proliferation of illegal commodities, including methamphet-
amine, int o our communities,” said OPP Deputy Commis-
sioner Chuck Cox, Provincial Commander - Investigations 
and Organized Crime, CIROC Co-Chair

Added RCMP Deputy Commissioner and CIROC Co-
Chair Mike Duheme: “The success of law enforcement ef-
forts and this public awareness communication campaign 
rely heavily on the engagement of our citizens. Awareness 
and the reporting of suspicious behaviour is of critical im-
portance if we hope to counter the public safety risks posed 
by organized crime.”

“The general public can be a powerful ally when it comes 
to combating organized crime. They can be our eyes and ears 
all across the country. Reporting suspicious activities is one 
way we can work together to fight the drug crisis,” noted 
Chief Bryan Larkin, President, Canadian Association of 
Chiefs of Police.

For Crime Stoppers, the cooperation from and collabora-
tion with the community can help keep communities safe.

“The threat of methamphetamine production and its distri-
bution within our communities continues to escalate,” said 
David J. Forster, President of the Canadian Crime Stoppers 
Association. “Often with ties to organized crime, this crimi-
nal activity poses a threat to our personal safety. The Canadi-
an Crime Stoppers Association and its 87 member programs 
that support all communities across Canada encourage the 
public to report any suspicious activity to Police or to Crime 

Stoppers anonymously. Together we can help all communi-
ties stay safe.”

PUBLIC INFORMATION SOUGHT FOLLOWING 
COOKSTOWN INCIDENT

South Simcoe Police Service officers are seeking the public’s 
help to identify a suspect after a vehicle failed to stop for police 
in Cookstown. 

On Tuesday, January 5, at 10:15 a.m., an officer observed an 
older, blue and black Dodge Ram pickup truck at a gas station 
on Queen Street. Investigation determined the licence plate did 
not belong to the truck. When the truck pulled out of the gas sta-
tion and went westbound on Highway 89, the officer attempted 
to conduct a traffic stop. The vehicle began to pull over but then 
accelerated away from police. The officer did not pursue the ve-
hicle which was last seen northbound on Highway 27. 

Police are releasing security camera images in an attempt to 
identify the suspect. 

The suspect is described as:
• Male
• White
• Approximately 6 feet tall
• Orange construction jacket 
• Blue pants with a high vis stripe 
• Black baseball hat with a possible 40th logo on it
Anyone who recognizes the suspect or his vehicle is asked 

to contact Constable Jake McCann at 705-436-2141, 905-775-
3311, ext. #1442, jake.mccann@southsimcoepolice.ca or con-
tact Crime Stoppers.



The TIMES – January 14, 2021 - Page 13

 301 BUSINESSES FOR SALE

Please
Recycle

This
Newspaper

Please Recycle This Newspaper

 505  GENERAL 
HELP WANTED  505  GENERAL HELP WANTED

 505  GENERAL HELP WANTED

Come join a dynamic, fast paced, growing entrepreneurial 
company looking for young, enthusiastic sales representatives. 
A rewarding, lucrative opportunity for the right candidate.

Think you can sell?

DUTIES AND RESPONSIBILITIES: 
•  Tour groups of students through houses and apartments to rent them out for 

the annual rental campaign.
•  Plan, Prepare and Execute Advertising and Marketing Material for the annual rental campaign. 
•  Complete all necessary paperwork involved in lease signing and payment 

collection for newly rented units.
•  Work with all current tenants in completing necessary paperwork for renewal units 

EXPECTATIONS:
• Have a positive attitude 
• Willing to work hard and enjoy rewards in a team environment
• Willing to take chances and learn from your peers

DESIRED SKILLS & EXPERIENCE:
•  Sales Driven
•  Work well in results based environment 
•  Goal Oriented 
•  Great Personal Skills
•   Some Sales Skills Preferred but would be

willing to train the right candidate
•   Marketing and/or Communication 

education would be a great fi t

COMPENSATION:
Base + Commission

Let’s Talk.
EMAIL RESUME FOR CONSIDERATION: 
employment@londonprop.com

Classifieds
Phone 905-857-6626 or 1-888-557-6626

or email admin@caledoncitizen.com

ADVERTISING RULES OF THIS NEWSPAPER
The advertiser agrees that the publisher shall not be liable for damages arising 
out of errors in advertisements beyond the amount paid for the space actu-
ally occupied by the portion of the advertisement in which the error occurred, 
whether such error is due to the negligence of its servants or otherwise, and 
there shall be no liability for non-insertions of any advertisement beyond the 
amount paid for such advertisement. All advertisers are asked to check their 
advertisements after first insertion. We accept responsibility for only one in-
correct insertion unless notified immediately after publication. Errors which do 
not lessen the value of the advertisement are not eligible for corrections by a 
make-good advertisement. There shall be no liability for non-insertion of any 
advertisement beyond the amount paid for such advertisement. We reserve the 
right to edit, revise, classify or reject any advertisement.

DEADLINES
Unfortunately deadlines do not allow us to take ads after 5:00 p.m. on Mon-
day. When there is a holiday Monday, the deadlines will be Friday at 5:00 

p.m. All ads must be paid in advance by deadline or the ad will not run. WE 
ACCEPT VISA, MASTERCARD, AND AMERICAN EXPRESS PAY-

MENTS OVER THE PHONE

406 VEHICLES 
WANTED

SEASONED
FIREWOOD

@
1153 Canal Rd, 
Bradford, ON

L3Z 4E2
Bush Cord $370 
We deliver too.

1-844-732-7575

QUALITY FIREWOOD
FOR SALE:

Seasoned firewood
$360/bush cord.

Fresh cut
$280/bush cord.

Call 905-729-2303

 610 FIREWOOD/
TREES

 610 FIREWOOD/
TREES

Remember
your

loved ones
in a

special way...
IN MEMORIAMS

$30 + HST 

ADVERTISING LOCALLY
WORKS!

SMALL BUSINESS OPPORTUNITY
Titan Linings Shelburne is looking for a new owner with entrepreneurial  spirit to 

take over this already successful business and guide it into the next phase. This 

“Spray In Bed Liner” and accessory business has experienced extensive growth 

over the past two years and with the right person, the opportunities to expand are 

endless. If you’re looking to own your own business and be self employed, then 

we would like to speak with you. See all the details at fergusonauctions.com or call 

Lorne at 519-939-2960 or Scott at 587-336-1665.

Lorne D Ferguson  •  519-939-2960
fergusonauction@gmail.com  •  fergusonauctions.com

CASH FOR SCRAP 
VEHICLES. Scrap 
vehicles wanted, 
any size. No owner-
ship required. Fast 
service, free tow-
ing, loose scrap re-
moved. Also, cash 
paid on the spot. Call 
905-859-0817 or 
647-227-3954. Open 
Sundays. 

IN HOME DAYCARE 
- Location: Nobleton. 
Safe designated play 
environment, educa-
tional activities, nu-
tritious snacks, hot 
meals, smoke free 
environment, Public/
Catholic designated 
bus stop. Available 
for full time, part time 
and before and after 
school. Patient and 
experienced profes-
sional in a loving en-
vironment. Weekend 
services available. 
Call Patricia at 416-
949-5585 

ABATE RABBIT 
PACKERS meat 
processing facility 
from Arthur imme-
diately requires 16 
Wholesale and Retail 
Butchers with a mini-
mum of 2 to 3 years 
of direct hands on 
experience in meat 
cutting and process-
ing. Duties include 
cutting and section-
ing of meat, skin-
ning and removing 
blemishes, deboning 
rabbits and chickens, 
cutting meat into 
specialized cuts and 
preparing for whole-
sale and retail sales. 
HS diploma or equiv-
alent required. Posi-
tions offered are per-
manent full time and 
salary is $16.00/hr for 
42.5 hrs a week, OT 
after 44 hrs a week. 
Please apply in per-
son at 7597 Jones 
Baseline in Arthur, via 
email at joea@abate-
packers.com, via fax 
at 1-519-848-2793 or 
via phone at 1-519-
848-2107.

FIREWOOD
16 in. Well seasoned  
- 10 loads left - $125 
face cord. Includes 
delivery and HST. 
Call Michael @ 905-
833-0432

503 CHILD CARE 
AVAILABLE

BOOK YOUR 2019 SPRING SALE NOW!
Kevin Scott

McArthur - Bessey
Auctions

McArthur - Bessey
Auctions

Farm, Livestock, Estate, Home & Business
Auctions with experience & consideration

Please contact us at
Kevin 519-942-0264 • Scott 519-843-5083

diane.griffith@sympatico.ca
www.theauctionadvertiser.com/KMcArthur

BOOK YOUR 2019 SPRING SALE NOW!
Kevin Scott

McArthur - Bessey
Auctions

McArthur - Bessey
Auctions

Farm, Livestock, Estate, Home & Business
Auctions with experience & consideration

Please contact us at
Kevin 519-942-0264 • Scott 519-843-5083

diane.griffith@sympatico.ca
www.theauctionadvertiser.com/KMcArthur

612 AUCTIONS/FLEA MARKETS

 610 FIREWOOD/
TREES
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Remember 
your loved ones 

in a special 
way...

IN MEMORIAMS
$30 + HST

ROM Masonry
Based in Nobleton. 
We do big or small 
jobs. Chimneys, win-
dow sills, walls etc. 
All work guaranteed. 
Free estimates, se-
niors discount. Call 
Spencer at 647-542-
0559

 810 PROFESSIONAL 
SERVICES

 804 SERVICES  808 STORAGE

The brick stops here!

specializing in
high-quality masonry,

and natural stone
Got masonry needs?

We do it all.
parging

repointing
brick & block work

mortar colour matching
brick tinting

wall openings & closures
chimneys

window sill replacement
fireplaces

stone walls & flatwork
cultured stone

glass block
historical restoration

a specialty

1-866-796-2663
andrew@andrewsrestoration.com

Call Vicki Meisner 519-278-1700
or vicki@lpcmedia.ca

Advertise
with us
today!

TheTimesNewTecumseth

708 OBITUARIES

 CROSSWORD SOLUTION

8' x 20' Containers
For Rent

King/Vaughan Area 
416-989-9507

OUTDOOR
SHIPPING
CONTAINER
STORAGE

STRESSED OUT 
ABOUT things around 
the house that need 
fixing? Is a cluttered 
garage or base-
ment or unorganized 
items overwhelming 
you? I am the HANDY-
MAN you need. For a 
free quote please call 
Peter @ 416-570-
6958  (I practice safe-
ty protocols).

809 RESIDENTIAL 
SERVICES &

REPAIRS

Catherine Vonk
Born: January 6, 1927

Bleiswijk, Z. Holland, the Netherlands
Passed away January 3, 2021
Haliburton, Ontario, Canada

“Toos” Catharina Maria Vonk, neé Groenewe-
gen, Peacefully on Sunday, January 3, 2021 
at her home in Haliburton, formerly of the 
Holland Marsh and Schomberg, with fam-
ily by her side in her 94th year. Beloved wife 
of the late Hans Vonk. Loving mother of the 
late Jim (Susan), Jeanette (Jim) Angus, Mary 
Anne (Garry) Swagerman, Don (Wendy), Dave 
(Brenda), and John (Laurie). Cherished Oma 
of 16 Grandchildren and 17 Great Grandchil-
dren. Toos will be sadly missed and fondly 
remembered by her brothers, sisters, niec-
es and nephews in the Netherlands and in 
Canada. Arrangements have been entrusted 
to Rod Abrams Funeral Home in Tottenham. 
Interment and private family service will be 
at St. Patrick Cemetery, Schomberg in the 
spring. In lieu of flowers, donations may be 
made to the Alzheimer’s Society (alzheimer.
ca/en/take-action/donate). Condolences for 
the family may be left at www.RodAbrams-
FuneralHome.com

SHERWOOD
MAINTENANCE 

GROUP:
Trusted Tree Mainte-
nance and Removal. 
Free estimates. 647-
400-6998 or 647-
323-1913. Specializ-
ing in Aerial Pruning, 
Arborists reports, ur-
ban tree and stump 
removal and much 
more!

BY BRIAN LOCKHART
LOCAL JOURNALISM
INITIATIVE REPORTER

If you have an old secret recipe that 
people have always said you should try 
putting a label on the jar and selling it, 
now may be a good time to show a little 
entrepreneurial spirit.

The Ontario Government is supporting 
home-based food business by providing 
a guide on how to start a such an enter-
prise. This includes regulatory changes 
that allow more flexibility to sell low-
risk home-prepared foods.

The guide includes an overview of 
public health requirements that need to 
be followed as a food producer.

This is part of an effort to help small 
independent businesses succeed during 
the COVID-19 pandemic.

“For many local entrepreneurs, they 
start with a love of food and a cherished 
family recipe, whether it’s grandma’s 
apple pie or that new take on homegrown 
pickles, jams and preserves, and try and 
turn their passion into a successful busi-
ness,” said Prabmeet Sarkaria, Associate 
Minister of Small Business and Red Tape 
Reduction.

“Our government applauds them for 
their vision and effort and we are doing 
everything we can to help them seize 
new opportunities without compromising 
Ontario’s high standards for food safety.”

The guide is for foods considered low-
risk that are non-hazardous and do not 
require refrigeration. This includes items 

such as baked goods, pickles, jams and 
preserves, chocolates, hard candies and 
brittles, fudge and toffees, granola, trail 
mix, nuts and seeds, and coffee beans 
and tea leaves. 

“Starting a home-based food business 
is an excellent opportunity for people 
across Ontario to share their culinary cre-
ativity, build a business for themselves 
and be part of the province’s agri-food 
sector,” said Ernie Hardeman, Minister 
of Agriculture, Food and Rural Affairs. 
“Our government is committed to en-
couraging this growing part of the econ-
omy and to support all the good things 
that are grown and produced right here 
in Ontario.”

Starting your own home-based food 
business can be a rewarding enterprise 
but you must still follow proper regula-
tions. This includes adhering to require-
ments under the Health Protection and 
Promotion Act, and the Food Premises 
Regulation.

Anyone starting their own home-based 
food production business can also ex-
pect periodic inspections by their local 
health unit. Home based businesses that 
prepare only low risk foods are exempt 
from some regulatory requirements such 
as specified hand washing stations, com-
pliance with commercial dishwashing 
requirements and food handling training 
certification.

That old family recipe that everyone 
loves may provide entrepreneurs the 
chance to turn it into a successful home-
based business.

Turning grandma’s recipe
into profit
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TREE SERVICE

HOME IMPROVEMENT HOME IMPROVEMENT

HOME HEATING

DISPOSAL SERVICES

LANDSCAPE/GARDENING

NEW TECUMSETH 
SERVICE DIRECTORY

Who does what in our community.

PROPANE AND APPLIANCE SALES

866-952-0146

• RESIDENTIAL
• COMMERCIAL
• INDUSTRIAL

INSTALLATIONS   
SERVICE  • DELIVERY

CARLINg PROPANE INC.
Toll Free 1-866-952-0146   www.carlingpropane.ca

BIN RENTALS
JUNK REMOVAL

5 - 20 YRD BINS

www.dropntoss.ca 

416-248-5543 1-844-DNT-TOSS

WE FIX SKYLIGHTS!

www.brightskylights.ca

Call Joe at any time
416-705-8635 

BRIGHT
SKYLIGHTS

INC.

• Skylights replaced?
• No mess in your home
• Leak-proof -
   Guaranteed!
• Licensed & Insured
• 10 year Guarantee

TORONTO       MONTREAL       NEW YORK

www.castellanoconstruction.ca

416-832-4399
info@castellanoconstruction.ca

• Design
• Underpinning 
• Project Management
• Build
• Remodel

• Custom Cabinetry
• Demolition
• Waterproofing
• Forest/Land  
 Rehabilitation

Before After

Bin sizes:
8, 14, 18, 20, 30

and 40 yards

Also Available -
Top Soils and Gravels

TO PLACE AN AD IN THE
SERVICE DIRECTORY

PLEASE CONTACT VICKI
AT

vicki@lpcmedia.ca
or 519-278-1700

BY BRIAN LOCKHART
LOCAL JOURNALISM
INITIATIVE REPORTER

Driving along the Adjala 5 Sid-
eroad past Concession Rd. 3, in 
Adjala, there is no real indication 
at all that there was once a settle-
ment at that corner.

The few houses in the area are 
of a fairly modern design, how-
ever a drive along the sideroads 
reveals some older structures with 
the old field stone foundations.

The hamlet was named Connor, 
most likely named after a town in 
Ireland, and it was first settled in 
the 1830s. At the time that would 
have been quite an accomplish-
ment.

There were no real roads in 
the area and the land had to be 
cleared with back-breaking la-
bour and oxen.

The area used to be referred to 
as the “wilds of Adjala” due to the 
fact that were no settlements and 
the land was untouched.

A plaque at the site indicates 
the first settlers were named 
Leggett, McGibbon, Beatty, and 
Lee. However, a check of names 

in historical records of the area 
prior to 1837 only lists Leggett 
and Beatty as names in the area 
at the time. It could be the others 
were never properly listed, or the 
names on the plaque could have 
been included by descendants of 
those families who knew their 
family history.

After the first settlers moved 
in, there was a lull in activity due 
to the Rebellion of 1837, which 
made people nervous about ven-
turing out to unknown territory 
when there was political upheav-
al.

After the Rebellions were over, 
and the subsequent hanging of 
many of the rebels, people again 
started moving west.

Most, if not all of the early im-
migrants to the area were Irish. 
The fact that an Orange Lodge 
was established in 1849 indicates 
a strong Irish protestant presence.

By the 1850s, the population 
had grown enough to require a 
school house. A school named 
simply, SS. No. 1 Connor School 
was built.

In 1860, there were enough 
inhabitants in the area to keep a 

general store in business. There 
was also a shoemaker and black-
smith shop.

The town must have looked 
promising as a post office was es-
tablished in 1865.

A Town Hall was built in 1884 
and was also used as the Orange 
Lodge meeting place. The Town 
Hall is still there and is now a pri-
vate residence.

From there, Connor seems to 
have just faded away as a settle-
ment.

Historical records of the area 
have little information on the vil-
lage or what happened to its in-
habitants.

Like many towns in the Ontario, 
Connor just slowly disappeared.

On the 5 Sideroad about half a 
mile from the corners, the Sloan’s 
Presbyterian Church Cemetery 
has the graves of many pioneers 
in the area. There seems to be no 
indication if the church was on 
the site or nearby.

While the village no longer re-
mains, the farms and buildings in 
the area are a testament to the pio-
neering spirit that settled the area 
190 years ago.

Irish immigrants founded Connor in the 1830s

Connor was a small settlement that was established in Adjala in the 1830s. 
Most of the town has faded into history. There is a nearby pioneer cem-
etery (above). The Town Hall, built in 1884 is still standing and is now a 
private residence (top).                                  PHOTOS BY BRIAN LOCKHART
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Edgewood Suites by FLATO Developments will have spacious 
STUDIOS, ONE-BEDROOM and TWO-BEDROOM RENTALS 
available right here in Grey County’s Dundalk.

Be surrounded by nature and close to everything you need in town. 
Stay in and enjoy the building’s incredible amenities and activities.

RESERVE NOW!

EdgewoodSuites.ca

Experience the lifestyle you’ve always dreamed about!

10
HWY

26
HWY

26
HWY

10
HWY

124
HWY

89
HWY

89
HWY

6
HWY

4
HWY

9
HWY

9
HWY

DUNDALK

GEORGIAN
BAY

N

SITE

DUNDALK

Have you been 
dreaming about 
retirement and 
wondering how  
to stay in the place 
you’ve always  
called home?

Now you can!
Artist’s Concept 

All renderings are artist’s concept. Prices and specification subject to change without notice. E. & O. E. 

Email: INFO@CAPTAINREALESTATE.CA Phone number: 416-848-2000
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