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by Morgan Greenwood
   It all started when the Capuchin Fran-
ciscans came to Ellis County in the 1870s. 
Over time, the Franciscans began the St.Jo-
seph college, and that is when Catholic ed-
ucation in Ellis County began. 
   In the year 2000, when the Franciscans 
turned TMP -M over to the diocese of Sali-
na, the stewardship model began. Later on, 
they got funded by the Heartland Parishes, 
which then the two schools, Holy Family 
Elementary and Thomas More Prep Mari-
an, began to collaborate to ensure that kin-
dergarten-12th grade Catholic education 
remained a reality.
   Holy Family Elementary and TMP-M 
have similarities and differences. Both of 
these schools take Catholic religion class-
es and have their own Masses held on 
different days. TMP-M has different extra 
activities you can join, like scholars bowl, 
the chess team, drama club, and sports too. 
Holy Family doesn’t have those extra activ-
ities, but they do have something known as 

After School Care where students who need 
to wait for their parents to pick them up can 
play and have fun in the cafeteria.  Regard-
less of different offerings for the various 
ages of students, one main goal remains for 
both schools: to provide a quality, Catho-
lic education for our students all the way 
through school.
   “Holy Family and TMP should keep 
working together because most Holy Fami-
ly students will continue their education by 
moving onto TMP. Working together more 
allows them to get a feel of what junior high 
and high school will be like, as well as get-
ting them more comfortable with meeting 
new people,” Mary Greenwood (10) stated. 
Brenda Rose (English) also feels collabo-
ration is key to the the future, “We have a 
unique gift in being able to offer our stu-
dents Catholic education from preschool 
through high school. The more that we can 
unify and streamline Catholic education in 
Hays, the better.” 
   There has been a Vision Team created to 

help assure that sort of thing happens.  The 
Vision Team is a team of teachers from 
both TMP-M and Holy Family, the school 
counselor chairs, Troy Ruda (Advacement 
Director), and parents students who attend 
these schools. Ruda said, “We will be work-
ing with all of the interested stakeholders 
to shape the future of what our schools will 
look like. This way the teachers and staff 
that are the experts are forming the school 
of the future.” 
   Holy Family and TMP are expected to 
keep working together to improve educa-
tion for many more years to come, continu-
ing to bless the students of Ellis County.

CATHOLIC SCHOOLS: OUR PAST AND FUTURE

For over 100 years, students in Ellis County 
have attended Catholic schools, a tradition 
many wish to continue for more generations.
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NEW SEMESTER, TAKE TWO
by Arianna Ayarza

   A new semester is underway at TMP-M 
JH, and this semester is sure to bring some 
excitement to the students.  There will be 
changes to the gathering space for JH, a 
chance to get to know teachers better, and 
many other opportunities.
   The biggest change that will be taking 
place is upgrading the Monarch Cove. This 
past year there have been many changes 
to the Cove in an attempt to give JH stu-
dents a place to gather and make their own.  
Some of the updates coming is new color-
ful paint and more comfortable furniture. 
Bob Leikam (JH principal) commented, “If 

I were still a junior high student, I would be 
so excited to finally have my own learning 
commons.” Leikam went on to say the JH 
should thank the Lord for this amazing op-
portunity to have such a space.  
   Another thing the new semester brings 
to students is the chance to get to know the 
teachers.  This year all of the seventh grad-
ers have new teachers with it being there 
first year in junior high, but the addition of 
Randy Brull (Science) and Matthew New-
comb (Science) in the middle of the first 
semester has been a change for all students. 
Getting to know teachers and working with 
them to find success in academics is also 

another goal of the semester.  
   This school year has looked different than 
years past, and this new semester will con-
tinue to have its own challenges.  However, 
there is still many things to look forward to 
in the upcoming months.  From activities 
and sports to projects and fun days,  there 
are still many more memories to be made.  



By Eli Stein
   Since the beginning of football season, there has been 
some ruckus in the boys’ locker room. It has gotten to 
the point of Rose McFarland (PE / health) taking away 
the boys’ lockers because of a giant mess of clothes and 
shoes. The mess was so bad that she and some of the cus-
todians had to pick it up because the custodians couldn’t 
do their job properly.
   McFarland said, “I presently have a large trash bag full 
of clothes left and unclaimed from the locker room.” 
That seems insane to me as a student, but I wanted to 
get a different point of view.  I spoke to Connor Breit 
(7) and asked if he agreed with McFarland taking away 
the lockers.  Breit said, “No I think we could solve the 
problem by not throwing clothes on the floor.”  I asked 
Blaise Staab (7) if he thought taking away the lockers 
helped, “I think that it kind of helped, but everybody 
who didn’t do basketball and do wrestling don’t get lock-
ers now.”  Brayden Gilmore (7) said he had a possible 
solution, “The way I think this problem can be solved is 
that I think we should be given another chance with our 
lockers.”
   I also wanted to understand the reasoning behind tak-
ing away the lockers.  McFarland has considered giving 
the boys another chance with the locker rooms, “Hope-
fully, we will be able to use the lockers again when all 
the students show that they are more responsible with 
picking up their clothes.” 
   It seems that us boys need to get to work if we want 
another opportunity and to get the locker room back.
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by Isaac Purinton
   At TMP-M Junior High, there is a ban on smartwatch-
es.  There are many mixed opinions on them from the 
students and teachers.  
   One opinion from Chase Drennon (7) is, “I think 
they should be allowed to wear because you can’t search 
anything on them, and you have to be in range of your 
phone  to text or call on them. Plus the metal lockers cut 
off the signal. Also when students only  have a smart-
watch it can be hard to see clocks on the wall to see the 
time.” 
   I agree that  many times it can be hard to tell the time, 
but I also see the teachers’ side of the argument and 
why they think they shouldn’t be allowed because of the 
ways you can use them in range of your phone.  
   After asking many students if they think they should 
be allowed or not, all of them thought they should be 
allowed. Some of them thought that they should have 
new rules on them. Jake Brady (8) said, “They should 
only be used for checking the time and  teachers should 
be able to take them if they suspect cheating.”  
   Overall, many, if not all, students think they should be 
allowed and it’s the teachers that don’t think so.  How-
ever, it is a school policy that we must follow unless it’s 
something that can be looked at and changed.

As part of the Christ-
mas activities, there 
were a few contests 
held.  (Top) Students 
guessed how many 
M&Ms were in a jar, 
and Yarely Lopez-Cu-
billo (7) guessed the 
closest.   
(Bottom) Students 
also were encour-
aged to wear a festive 
sweater.  The winners 
of the sweater contest 
were Taryn Beiker (7), 
Savannah Waldschmidt 
(7), and Carson Liles 
(7). These were a few 
extra things added to 
the games and activities 
of the day.
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TECHNOLOGY IN THE LIFE OF TODAY’S YOUTH
by Brayden Gilmore

   How many times do you hear comments 
made about how the overuse of technolo-
gy or time spent on the internet or social 
media is negatively impacting the kids of 
America? The question that is needed to be 
asked is, has this prepared our youth for the 
way of the future?  The world we are living 
in today in the middle of a global pandemic 
has changed the way we used technology 
and its resources for education. Some ques-
tion whether this has a positive or a nega-
tive impact.
   Dr. Laura Markham from Aha! Parenting 
stated, “The earlier we introduce screens, 
the more it affects the child’s brain de-
velopment and the more likely they will 
have trouble managing their addiction to 
screens and technology later in life.” Others 

feel that the positive effects of technology 
on child development range from increased 
IQ to improved learning skills. 
   Regardless of viewpoints, the need for 
technology to take a more prevalent role in 
educating the youth of America in an envi-
ronment where online learning is at times a 
mandatory need/preference is undeniable.  
The ability of both educators and students 
to be able to navigate through these chang-
es can only be impacted positively by the 
students’ prior knowledge and ability to 
utilize and or adapt to different programs 
and platforms such as Zoom and Google 
Classroom, to name a few.
   The best thing our society can do is to find 
a balance.  While technology, whether it be 
computer programs or applications like 
social media platforms can be consuming 

for today’s youth, the experience it provides 
may be helpful.  By teaching youth how to 
utilize/navigate different programs or how 
to interact with others in an online envi-
ronment, they may be gaining a tool that 
will be later utilized in an educational set-
ting.  While many may agree that in person 
schooling is preferred, it can also be said 
that the ability to learn remotely may be 
key in keeping both students and teachers 
safe through the global pandemic we are in.
   So has technology use in the life of youth 
slowed down the development of brains 
and social skills? While there may not be 
any clear answers to this quetion yet, tech-
nology has prepared us to be able to propel 
ourselves into the future and to be able to 
continue our education in uncertain times.

COUNTY IS NEXT
by Blaise Staab

   The TMP-M Junior High Spelling Bee 
was held in Dreiling Theater on January 12, 
2021, during third hour.
   Brenda Rose (English) gave a preliminary 
test, and based on those results, there were 
13 participants: Alessandro Acosta (8), 
Jake Brady (8), Hank Corsair (8), Teagan 
Gottschalk (8), Brooke Koenigsman (8), 
Will Robinson (8), Henry Speno (8), Haley 
Stecklein (8), Jenna Brull (7), Jacob Schaffer 
(7), Grace Shmeidler (7), Blaise Staab (7), 
and Jesse Staab (7).  
   Speno won the spelling bee with spell-
ing the word “cruel.” Brull placed second, 
Gottschalk got third, and fourth place went 
to Schmeidler, Acosta qualified as the alter-
nate. 
   The top four finishers will compete in 
the Ellis County Spelling Bee to be held at 
Beach Schmidt Auditorium on February 8, 
2021, at 7 p.m.  Best wishes to our Monarch 
spellers!

by Halle Billinger
   The past two weeks have brought 5th and 
6th grade visitors to TMP-M Junior High 
for Monarch For a Day. This is a good 
opportunity for students in surrounding 
schools to see what TMP-M is about.
   Monarch for a Day includes getting ba-
sic information about TMP-M Junior High 
while also giving younger students a chance 
to shadow older students to see what facil-
ities are like and what types of activities 
take place in the school.  Visitors went to 
each class and saw how we do things here 
at TMP-M.  They learned about the faith 
aspect of TMP-M, what music opportuni-
ties were available, how we use technology 
for a coding activity, a STEM activity, stay-
ing active in PE, and the hands-on chanc-
es students at TMP-M have with the 3-D 
printer. Students then finished their time at 
TMP-M with a sack lunch in the fieldhouse 
where they had the chance to visit with one 
another as well as current TMP-M Junior 
High students.  
   The purpose of Monarch for a Day is 
to introduce them to the school and the 
idea of Catholic education and also help 
them know what to expect if they come to 
TMP-M Junior High.  While the kids were 
learning about how it goes at TMP-M, one 
could see how interested they were. It was 
fun to see all their faces light up as they 
walked into each classroom. 

   Some of the 5th and 6th graders were 
asked what they thought about TMP-M 
and what their experience was like. Ava 
Flynn (5) responded with, “Just great!” As 
she walked around the school to each class-
room, she seemed so excited to see what 
was next. The same thing happened when 
the sixth graders got to come. They all were 
interested in the activities.
   It’s clear the future of TMP-M Junior High 
is bright as we look forward to welcoming 
many of these students back as Monarchs in 
the next few years!

IT’S GREAT TO BE A TMP MONARCH 

(Above) Mr. Newcomb (science) and Logan Geist 
(8) demonstrate a STEM activity to a group of 
visiting 6th graders.

--Photo by Ainsleigh Bain

(Right) Alessandro Acosta, Henry Speno, Grace 
Schmeidler, Teagan Gottchalk, and Jenna Brull 
were the top five finishers in the TMP-M Junior 
High spelling bee. 

--Photo by Brenda Rose
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LIGHTING UP THE NIGHT
by Kaitlyn Komarek

   This school year, the TMP-M advance-
ment office decided to light up the grotto 
which is a group of trees in the front of 
TMP-Marian. 
   The Grotto Tree Lighting had been a thing 
at TMP-M many years ago. It started way 
back around the 70’s but then was later 
discontinued. The Advancement Office, as 
well as the community of Hays, has wanted 
to bring back for many years now. TMP-M 
thought it would be an especially good year 
to bring the lighting back because 2020 was 
a rough year for many. 

   Troy Ruda led the Advancement Office 
in the project to get the tree lighting start-
ed. TMP-M posted the news and asked the 
community for assistance collecting lights 
and decorations. There was so much help 
it was almost overwhelming; TMP-M felt 
very blessed to have the community help 
as much as they did. Kim Stoecklein (Ad-
vancement Office), along with a commit-
tee from Holy Family Elementary and the 
maintenance Team from TMP-M, got to 
work. They worked together to come up 
with a plan for the event as well as how to 
decorate the area.  
  The lighting of the area was kicked off 
with a special night of events on Monday, 
December 7, 2020. There was hot chocolate, 
smores, and a prayer for Sophia Linenberg-
er (11), who is battling cancer. Many people 
said it was beautiful. 
   Even if people weren’t able to participate 
in the fun of the lighting that first night, 
TMP-M turned it on every night so many 
could enjoy it throughout the Christmas 
season. Alyssa Church (7) said, “I thought 

the lights were very cool, and I would love it 
if they did it again.” Blaise Staab (7) said, “I 
didn’t get to watch it light up, but I saw it at 
other points.” Jennie Helget (Math) enjoyed 
bringing back the event, “I remember par-
ticipating in the grotto tree lighting when I 
was a student at TMP-M many years ago, 
and I enjoyed it just as much this year as 
I did back then.  Fr. Ryan’s prayer service 
was lovely, and when the lights were turned 
on, it was just beautiful!  It is a neat event 
that brings all ages together.  I am thank-
ful for all the volunteers who made it so 
special.” Another teacher, Rose McFarland 
(PE / Health) echoed, “The tree lighting 
at the grotto was a special night. It was so 
beautiful, and I am glad this tradition was 
brought back to TMP-M.”
   This was an amazing experience for kids 
and adults. Many people said it was so 
beautiful, and TMP-M got great feedback. 
They hope to continue the tradition, mak-
ing it even bigger and better in many dif-
ferent ways! 

by Derek Becker
   New Year’s resolutions are nothing new. 
Even though it has been a thing for a long 
time, not many people keep their promise. 
   On average, only 50% of American adults 
participate in the tradition. Even at that, 
only about 10% stay true to their promise 
for only a couple of months. Why? 
   One website said that people think too 
much about what they are putting them-
selves through or they just get tired and 
stop believing in themselves. 
   Even though most people do not have a 
New Year’s resolution, it is still good to stop 
and reflect on things they would like to try 
and change.  
   With this tradition becoming less and less 
popular, it is up to you the youth to decide 
what will happen with this.  Will New Year’s 
resolutions become a thing of the past or 
will we continue to set them with hopes of 
finding success?  Only time will tell.

by Sabrina Werth
   Christmas is the most wonderful time 
of the year and the busiest as well. It was 
different this year because of Covid. There 
are ups and downs when it comes to seeing 
family and having a good time. 
   Many people had to stay home this 
year or there were fewer people at family 
gatherings, but people still made the best 
of it. Those that stayed home enjoyed their 
families and played board games.  Some 
just had their close family come to their 

houses, still practicing social distancing 
from their familities to try and stay safe.  
   Some people still traveled and a lot of 
people just had to get away from all of this 
craziness. Some people went to Colorado 
where there is a lot of snow. 
   Even though this Christmas wasn’t the 
most exciting, people made the best of it. 
There was still something for us to do but 
not what we expected to do for Christmas. 
This year made us stronger and more brave 
for our next adventure.

NEW YEAR,  
NEW PROMISES

A COVID CHRISTMAS

Find these words:

cloudless repay
paint  bawl
hoping  return
stamp  gloom

by Chase Drennon

Many students, including Savannah Wald-
schmidt (7), Nicole Schumacher (7), Jake 
Brady (8), Caleb Marintzer (8), Anna 
Cappuccio (7), Grace Schmeidler (7), and 
Jace Windholz (8) enjoyed being a part of the 
grotto lighting ceremony in December.   

-Photo by Brenda Rose



STUCO SPONSORS CHRISTMAS FUN
by Grace Schmeidler

   TMP-M Junior High Student Council 
sponsored a fun day for junior high stu-
dents on Thursday, December 17, before 
heading into break. This allowed the junior 
high students to have fun while interacting 
with other people and was a good way to 
wrap up first semester.
   Students were grouped into four different 
groups, allowing students from different 
grade levels and classes to get to know one 
another and work together. The activities 
the students participated in were Christ-
mas Bingo, Pictionary, Kahoot, and an on-
line Christmas Breakout.  There was also an 
ugly sweater contest.
   In addition to Christmas activities and 
games, TMP-M Junior High students were 
encouraged to wear sweats for a $5 dona-
tion.  Students raised $400, and that money 
was donated to DSNWK where the money 

went toward their Capital Campaign. 
   The day proved to be a lot of fun while 
allowing students to also help out a local 
organization in need.  Students seemed to 
enjoy their time.  Brooke Koenigsman (8) 
said, “My favorite part was the Kahoot be-
cause everyone got really into it.” Jake Brady 
(8) commented, “My favorite part was the 
movie and the snacks following it.”
   Rose McFarland (StuCo sponsor) said, “It 
is a pleasure to see the kids having fun.” The 
activities were to have fun. Jennie Helget 
(StuCo sponsor) said, “The activities were 
to enjoy each other before break.”
   After a semester of hard work and dedi-
cation to sports, activities, and academics, 
it was a refreshing way to relax a little bit 
and enjoy classmates and friends to finish 
up the first half of the school year.

A GROUP FOR ANYONE

STUCO WANTS 
YOUR TWO CENTS

by Jaci Schmidt
   Great ideas come from great minds, and 
Student Council is starting this semester off 
with a chance for students to donate their 
loose change! 
   StuCo has a new fundraiser called “Coins 
for Cancer.”  The seventh graders, eighth 
graders, and teachers will bring coins every 
day to Miss Helget’s room to be counted 
toward their totals. The conteset will run 
from January 19 - January 29. The group 
with the highest amount of coins will win 
a prize, and the money collected will go to 
the Ellis County Cancer Counsil.
   The “Coins for Cancer” fundraiser is not 
the only event planned in StuCo’s future for 
the semester. “One thing that is coming up 
is that we’re getting furniture for the cove,” 
said Jake Brady (8). “I feel that most of the 
students will be excited for upcoming Stu-
Co events.”  
   In the first semester, StuCo donated mon-
ey to DSNWK through sweat days,  sold 
candy grams, and hosted Monarch for a 
Day.  
   There will also be other fun activities and 
days planned throughout this semester, 
continuing to provide students with posi-
tive ways to get involved in our community 
and school.

by Rachel Staab
   Monarch Music is a seventh and eighth 
grade singing group at TMP-M Junior 
High which provides students to become 
active in music for the school Masses. 
   The group meets on Tuesday mornings from 
7:15 AM to 7:50 AM in the TMP-M chapel. 
The group is currently instructed by Mad-
elyn Seiler (11). Seiler has taken over after 
Mr. Balthazor, who taught Monarch Music 
for many years, unexpectedly died this fall.
   The music group ministers at Mass ev-
ery 3 weeks. The group practices their 
music between the weeks they sing at 
Mass. One of the members of the Mon-
arch Music group, Alyssa Church (7) 
said,  “I really enjoy getting the opportu-
nity to sing at Mass. I appreciate the high 
schoolers who give their time to teach us.” 
   Anyone interested in being a part of 
Monarch Music can join at any time. 

(Left) Jenna Brull (7), Riley Frank (8), Tessa 
Wentling (8), and Savannah Waldschmidt 
(7) play Christmas Bingo as part of the Stu-
Co Christmas fun day activities. Students 
spent the afternoon participating in various 
games and activities to celebrate the end of 
the first semester. 

- Photo by Brenda Rose

What has many keys but can’t open 
a single lock?

RIDDLE ME THIS...

Answer: A piano

HIDDEN ORNAMENT
by Connor Breit

   The students at TMP-M Junior High  
had a hidden ornament challenge in De-
cember.  An ornament was hidden on 
the third floor, and students had to fol-
low clues to find it and get a prize. Once 
someone found the ornament, it was hid-
den somewhere else and new clues began. 
   Blaise Staab (7) said “It was a really cool 
idea, but it stinks if you don’t find it.” The 
ornament was hidden and found five dif-
ferent times. Miss Helget (math) said, “I 
thought the Hidden Ornament Challenge 
was a fun time.  I liked that many students 
were working together to think through 
the clues and search.  We tried something 
a little different this year by re-hiding 
the ornament after it was found to keep 
the game going.  I think students liked 
having multiple chances to win prizes.”
   



I was wondering why the ball was getting bigger. 

Then it hit me.

By Caden Dinkel
   Boys basketball finished up a successful 
season right before Christmas break. The A 
team were league champions, B team placed 
second in the Phillipsburg tournament, and 
C team went undefeated.
   Coach Troy Schulte said, “The boys have 
improved a lot from the beginning to the 
end of the season.” 
   The season, while successful, still had 
some challenges. Two games were canceled 
due to Covid. KSHSAA also had a meeting 
to decide if the winter sports season would 
happen and if they would allow fans. For a 
period of time in the season, no fans were 
allowed. Isaac Purinton (7) said, “It was 
weird at first, but I didn’t mind it.” TMP 
worked to live stream the games for parents 
and family members to watch. At the end of 
the season, KSHSAA altered their decision 
to allow two parents / guardians per par-
ticipant. 
   Even with the season not looking the 

same as a traditional season, student ath-
letes were thankful to get the opportunity 
to play. Eli Stein (7) said, “I had a great sea-
son and set a goal to go undefeated on the 
season. It was scary when we played Phil-
lipsburg, and it was a one- point game until 
the buzzer.” 
It was a good season for boys basketball, 
and many of the players are looking for-
ward to next year when they try to come 
back and become MCEL champions.  

WATCH OUT! BIG BLUE ON THE FLOOR

by Carson Liles
   The TMP-M Junior High girls had a good 
basketball season. Some games were can-
celed due to Covid, but they still were able 
to play most of the season. 
   The A team had a great season, finishing 
with a record of 12-2. In the MCEL tour-
nament, they beat Smith Center the first 
game, then Norton, and then lost by two to 
Russell in the championship game. The A 
team came back from that loss to Russell in 
their next league game, beating them by 1. 
They ended up winning the league.
   The B team and C team also had a good 
season. The B team had a record of 11-4 
and took second place in the Phillipsburg 
tournament, losing to Hoxie in the cham-
pionship.  The C team finished their season 
2-4. Coach David McFarland said, “I think 
the season went great on all levels! The girls 
worked hard all season and progressed ev-
ery day. I’m excited to see how the eighth 
graders transition into high school and 
ready for what next year has to bring!”
   Overall, the TMP-M Junior High girls 
basketball team had a successful season. 
They didn’t get every game in, but the ones 
they did, they played well and finished the 
season strong. 

HOOP HEAVEN

A GREAT YEAR TO 
CHEER

By: Jenna Brull
   This cheer season was both memo-
rable and fun for the TMP-M Junior 
High cheerleaders. Nine cheerlead-
ers have worked extremely hard this 
past year to help cheer on their teams.  
   The 2020-2021 TMP-M Junior High 
cheer squad was made up of: Arianna 
Ayarza (7), Brooke Befort (7), Jenna Brull 
(7), Alyssa Church (7), Cristina Fouz (8), 
Riley Frank (8), Taryn Rueschhoff (8), 
Claudine Stein (8), and Alyxzandria Wen-
delburg (8). The cheerleaders cheered at 
both football and basketball games this 
year, but were unable to cheer at wrestling 
due to COVID-19. The cheerleaders all 
wore masks while they cheered at games.
   This season was full of learning for the 
cheerleaders and the new coaches, Jer-
ika Mitchell, Kayla Reed, and Denise 
Weigel. This was a very successful year 
for the cheerleaders. Brooke Befort (7) 
said, “I really enjoyed this year, it was re-
ally fun to learn some of the cheers and 
dances, the games were the best, and 
I can’t wait to cheer more next year.”
 

Kenneth Fisher (8) looks to make a pass as Alessan-
dro Acosta (8) looks on against Hoxie. 
                                    -Photo by Carol Brull

Brooke Befort (7), Cristina Fouz (8), Jenna Brull (7), 
Taryn Rueschhoff (8) Alyxzandria Wendelburg (8), 
Arianna Ayarza (7), Alyssa Church (7), Riley Frank 
(8), and Claudine Stein (8) pose with coaches at one 
of the home football games.                                                             
                                                    -Photo by Julie Brull

Briley Haynes (8) takes a shot against Trego as Ains-
leigh Bain (8), Claire Schippers (7), Ella Bain (8), and 
Shalee Gottschalk (8) all look on.  
                                    -Photo by Carol Brull


