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by Breanna Seiler
   Mr. Jim Balthazor (science) was a role 
model for many students at TMP-M. Mr. 
Balthazor was born in Concordia, Kansas, 
on September 6, 1951, and he died at the 
age of 69 on Sunday, August 27, 2020. He 
had been a teacher for 43 years and spent 
the last eight years at TMP-M. Mr. Baltha-
zor helped many students to become better 
people through his teaching and faith. 
   This would have been Mr. Balthazor’s 
ninth year teaching the junior high sci-
ence classes, and he was greatly involved in 
many ways. Every year he took the seventh 
graders to Sternberg Museum for a field 
trip, and he encouraged his students to take 
a project to the science fair. Mr. Balthazor 
also started the Science Olympiad program 
at TMP-M. He was the sponsor for six years 
until he turned the program over to Mr. 
Dennis two years ago. During Mr. Baltha-
zor’s time at TMP-M, he taught more than 
junior high science. He started Monarch 
Music during his first year for both the high 

school and junior high students. Monarch 
Music is a group that provides music for all 
school Masses. He was the junior high choir 
director for four years. As the choir direc-
tor, he took students to contest and KMEA 
(Kansas Music Educators Association) an-
nually. He was also the music director for 
the TMP-M musicals for four years. He en-
couraged the junior high students to be in 
the chorus when extra people were needed. 
Mr. Balthazor was also the seventh-grade 
art teacher from 2015 to 2017.
   “Mr. Balthazor would come to school 
for several hours on Saturdays so students 
could work on their Science Olympiad 
projects. He would go from person to per-
son or group to group in his classroom and 
the hallway helping them get their project 
to work so they were successful when they 
competed in several contests around the 
state,” Mrs. Brull,  retired TMP-M English 
teacher, stated as her fondest memory of 
Mr. Balthazor. Teagan Gottschalk (8) re-
membered her favorite science project, “I 

enjoyed growing plants in Mr. Balthazor’s 
class. It was hard work, but he made it fun.” 
Jenna Brull (7) was in the cast of Beauty 
and the Beast. In response to being asked 
what her favorite number to work on in the 
show was, she replied, “I liked the Gaston 
scene because it was fun to work on with 
everyone, and it was probably my favorite 
song to sing.” 
   Mr. Balthazor was also an active partici-
pant at the St. Mary Queen of Angels Cath-
olic Church in Russell. He helped form and 
participated in the choir group called The 
Revelations. Mr. Balthazor was married to 
his wife, Cindy, and they had two children 
together. He had three brothers and two 
sisters. 
   Mr. Balthazor was loved by everyone and 
inspired many people through his passion 
for music, science, and faith. He will never 
be forgotten by the students and teachers 
whose lives he touched. 

LEAVING A LEGACY

Mr. Jim Balthazor, TMP-M Junior High sci-
ence teacher, will be greatly missed.  

-Photo by Dana Pair-Compton

LABS, ROBOTS, STREAM
by Shyanne Yost

   An unexpected loss in September of be-
loved faculty member, Jim Balthazor, has 
brought about change for the junior high 
science and choir classes. 
   Principal Chad Meitner and substitute 
teacher Mr. Brull each spoke about the fu-
ture plan for the science class. Mr. Meitner 
said he will post a job opening publicly in 
November to hire a new teacher for the ju-
nior high science class. He stated, “There 
is no time frame on when a new hire will 
occur, so it could be next semester or next 
year depending on applications. Mr. Brull 
will continue teaching as the substitute and 

have an assistant teacher, Mr. Newcomb.”
   Mr. Brull has taught for 39 years. He plans 
to continue teaching Mr. Balthazor’s cur-
riculum with a few changes. Until a new 
science teacher is hired, Mr. Brull said, “I 
want to do two things; do labs and use labs 
to learn solid science ideas.” He would also 
like to use robotics in the science class. 
   Mr. Balthazor will be missed and will for-
ever be remembered. Mr. Meitner said, “It 
was an honor to work with Mr. Balthazor 
as a principal and as a fellow educator.” The 
future of the junior high science class is in 
good hands and will continue to be as a new 
teacher is hired.



by Brooke Koenigsman
   There are many different opinions on the new cell 
phone policy of TMP-M Junior High.  Many think stu-
dents should be allowed to have phones in backpacks 
throughout the day, and many think the contrary.  So, 
what are our own students’ thoughts on the argument?
   Heuer Brungardt (8) said, “ I would like to have my 
phone in case of emergencies.” Unexpected things can 
happen which require students to contact parents or 
emergency personnel immediately. Having cell phones 
in our backpacks would allow students to use this tech-
nology in emergency situations. Ainsleigh Bain (8) also 
commented, “It’s nice not to have to go back to your 
locker so you’re not late for practices and games.” I know 
from my personal experience when we were allowed to 
have our phones in our backpacks, it saved me enough 
time I could get to practice on time.  However, there is 
another side to the argument.
   I can understand the reasons behind not wanting kids 
to have phones in backpacks.  Not only can they be a 
distraction for students, they can also be frustrating for 
teachers.  Many teachers don’t like the distraction of a 
phone going off in a backpack while they’re teaching or 
seeing kids on their phone when they are trying to teach.  
   Both sides of the argument have valid points.  Of course, 
there is always room for negotiations that will help us 
meet in the middle.  My opinion is that you should be 
allowed to have your phone in your backpack as long as 
it is on silent. If you are caught with your phone out, you 
could lose the privilege of having your phone in your 
backpack.  I feel that this is a way to limit distractions 
but also help save time.
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by Teagan Gottschalk
   Halloween has been a holiday of candy and frights 
since the 1900s. Many people enjoy scaring friends 
or taking their kids trick-or-treating. Junior high stu-
dents at TMP-M enjoy going to the yearly Halloween 
dance. Yet, due to COVID, the Halloween dance was 
canceled. As a student, I think we should still do the 
dance because it is a fun celebration for us since we can’t 
do Homecoming with high school. Many students have 
lots of fun at the dance and make new friends.
   Many people enjoy the dance because we get to hang 
out with friends and make new ones. Now the seventh 
graders won’t get to experience the amazing memories 
of friends and the dance. Students are losing friends 
because they can’t hang out with each other. Having a 
dance was a good way to bring friends together. Yet, 
after talking to a couple of teachers, I now understand 
some problems with the dance. 
   I interviewed Rose McFarland (PE and health) about 
why we can’t host the dance. “We were thinking about 
having the dance outside like the high school had their 
Homecoming outside,” she mentioned, “but the stu-
dents’ safety is the number one priority. Hopefully in 
the spring we can have a dance, but as of now, we are 
doing an alternative plan instead of the dance,” she de-
scribed. 
   The Halloween dance is canceled, but STUCO is plan-
ning a movie and pizza, and the door decorating is still 
going on. There is also going to be a Haunted Hotel hap-
pening downtown starting on October 15th! COVID - 
19 may have canceled our dance, but that doesn’t mean 
it will cancel our spooky season! Happy Halloween!

The TMP-M JH cheer-
leaders lead the junior 
high in the TMP-M 
Homecoming parade.  
To follow social dis-
tancing while still cele-
brating Homecoming, 
this year’s parade took 
place around Victory 
Lane.  It was great to 
show our Monarch 
pride!

--Photo by Brenda Rose



2020: THE YEAR OF COVID-19
by Jace Windholz

   Toward the end of last year, a virus known 
as Covid-19 started spreading through Chi-
na at an alarming rate. It reached the Unit-
ed States only a few weeks later. The virus 
kept spreading through the states, and in 
mid-March the state of Kansas went into 
quarantine.    
   Easton Brunner (8) shares his experi-
ence during the state-wide quarantine. “My 
least favorite part of being in quarantine 
was not being able to play sports or see my 
friends.” Brunner also talked about what he 
did during this time frame. “I had plenty 
of work to keep me busy, but on the days 
I was not feeling well, I slept and watched 
movies. I also listened to music and played 
Among Us with my friends.” This period 

of time was boring for many because gath-
erings with family and friends were not to 
take place, and only essential trips outside 
the home were allowed. The stay-at-home 
orders were listed toward the beginning of 
summer, but Americans face many new ad-
justments to stop the spread of the virus.
   Although this has made many things dif-
ficult including sports practices, school, 
or even hanging out with friends, we have 
found ways to push through and contin-
ue learning and being active. Although 
Covid-19 is still around, scientists are 
working long and hard to create a vaccine. 
Soon this virus will be controlled, and while 
it might not go away entirely, they will have 
a vaccine and hopefully things can return 
to normal.      

NEW LEARNING 
TECHNIQUES

by Tessa Wentling
   This school year is one of the most unique 
years in history for TMP-M. The coronavi-
rus affected the school year in many ways, 
but most of all the learning ability. When 
Covid-19 first started taking off in the US, 
it had affected learning by forcing students 
to go completely virtual last spring. That 
meant this school year plans are in place for 
different learning techniques.
   At the beginning of this school year, 
TMP-M got the privilege to start school in 
person. Due to unknowns with Covid-19, 
TMP-M has different learning models as 
options. 
   Hybrid Learning is a technique that has 
all the students at TMP-M split into two 
groups, white and navy. One of the groups 
would go and attend school like normal 
while the other group would stay home 
and do virtual learning for the day. The two 
groups would switch off every day, so it is 
even between both. The school practiced 
this learning early on to teach the students 
and faculty how it would work out. Haley 
Stecklein (8) stated, “I like hybrid learn-
ing the best because I get to see my friends 
every once in a while, but I also get some 
days to myself which helps me concentrate 
better.” The school created this method so 
it was not needed to go completely remote.
   Similar to online learning like students did 
at the end of the 2019-2020 school year, re-
mote learning is another type of technique 
created for students if needed. Remote 
learning is a temporary technique used if a 
student is in quarantine and cannot attend 
school as normal or if it is deemed unsafe 
for on-site learning.  Some of the students 
loved online learning while others found 
it difficult.. For some, procrastination and 
distractions in households became a prob-
lem at times. Esperanza Fernandez (8) said, 
“Online learning was the most difficult 
technique to learn for me because some-
times it was difficult to understand the 
assignment and every once in a while the 
internet would not work”. 
   These learning techniques were created to 
help prevent the spread of Covid-19. They 
keep students healthy by allowing them 
to continue education while staying away 
from others. All of TMP-M is very grateful 
for the year we are able to have.

by Jake Brady
   Will Covid-19 silence our bands and 
choirs? This year has been very different 
because of COVID-19. The students and 
teachers have had to make adjustments and 
sacrifices. 
   Band students have to wear a mask while 
not playing, and they must also put a mask 
on their instruments. They have limited 
playing time and must all face the front.  
Choir students cannot sing unless they are 
outside and at least 6 feet apart. They also 
don’t have a piano as a resource this year.  
   Covid-19 has made everything more diffi-
cult and different this year. “This has made 
it more difficult to rehearse because we are 
used to listening to each other, sitting clos-
er together, and playing without masks on 
our instruments. The sound coming out is 
different and the mask adds to intonation 
problems,” Ms. Stein (band) stated. “This 
year we can only play for 30 minutes and 
we have to put special masks on our instru-
ments. I did like it better last year because 
we were able to get a lot more done. It hasn’t 
really affected them it’s just that I have to 
take my instrument home a lot more so 
that I can “stay in shape,” Caleb Marintzer 
(8) said. “We have spent some time talking 
about the history and cultural identity of 
Hip-hop. We have also occasionally gotten 
to go outside and sing. We have focused 
on what each individual student likes and 
connecting music to emotions,” said Mrs. 

Rome (choir). Breanna Seiler (8) also com-
mented, “In Choir this year, we focus more 
on music theory and less on singing. I liked 
last year’s choir better, mainly because we 
sang more songs. Covid-19 has affected 
my musical skill in the aspect that I haven’t 
practiced for a long time, so I’m rusty.”
   Both the band and the choir teachers and 
students have taken extra precautions so 
the students and teachers can do all the fun 
things we want to do while helping keep 
students safe.  

CHOIR AND BAND: COVID 19 EDITION 

(Above) Savannah Waldschmidt (7) and Claudine 
Stein (8) work on a service project in their com-
munity.  Many changes, such as wearing masks and 
social distancing, can be seen throughout the school.

--Photo by Brenda Rose
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NEW FACES OF TMP-M JUNIOR HIGH
by Haley Stecklein

   This year at TMP-M Junior High there 
many new faces that can seen throughout 
the halls.  There are five new teachers: Fa-
ther Damian Richards (religion),  Mrs. 
Brenda Rose (English),  Mrs. Wendy Stein 
(band), Mrs. Alexandra Rome (choir) and 
Miss Jennie Helget (mathematics). 
   Mrs. Stein (band) said, “I am finding TMP 
to be a special place filled with students and 
staff that strive to create a school that is 
based on Christian principles and exudes a 
climate of excellence.” Stein says that TMP 
is very different from her last job at St. 
John’s Military School, but she likes it so far.  
Stein says that it has been great to develop 
friendships with some of the staff.
   The new mathematics teacher, Miss Hel-
get, said that every day she finds something 
to smile about. Helget says that the junior 

high schedule is a lot different from the el-
ementary school’s, and she has a lot more 
students now. Helget said, “Most students 
have proven quite responsible and willing 
to try.  It is good to see students growing 
in self-control also.” She’s very happy with  
the teachers she has interacted with so far 
because they answer all of her questions.
   Mrs. Rose (English) said TMP has always 
had a special place in her heart. “I spent 17 
years teaching in public schools, so it has 
been a change to work in a Catholic school 
where we focus on our faith,” said Mrs. 
Rose. Rose says it has been nice getting to 
know the students, and the teachers have 
been very helpful.
   Mrs. Rome (choir) was at Holy Family El-
ementary last year, but she has joined the 
ranks for choir this year.  She commented, 
“I am enjoying working at TMP! It is fun 

to get to work with older ages in addition 
to the HFE elementary students. It certainly 
keeps me on my toes!”  In addition, Mrs. 
Rome is excited about working with Pop 
Singers.
   Finally, there is Father Damien Rich-
ards, the 8th grade religion teacher. “I was 
pastor at St. John’s in Beloit for 5 years and 
in Tipton for 9 years before I came here.  
TMP is huge!  There are 15 students in the 
entire school in Tipton,” said Father Da-
mian. Damian said that both the teachers 
and the students are fun and nice to work 
with. He is enjoying TMP so far and loves 
teaching and coming up with new ways to 
teach Salvation and Theology.
   While TMP- M did lose some great 
teachers that will forever be missed, new 
teachers are doing a great job.

by Adler Brown
   The incoming students have had a cra-
zy first quarter, to say the least. Masks and 
social distancing are new to TMP-M. From 
spreading out at lunch to limiting the num-
ber of people in the bathroom, there are 
some things students are just not used to. 
At the same time, students participated in 
fall sports and are happy to be back in class.
   TMP-M JH was excited to welcome the 
incoming 7th graders along with a few oth-
er new students.  The two new students in 
8th grade are Hank Corsair (8) and Chris-
tina Fouz-Garrido (8). Fouz-Garrido is a 
transfer student from Madrid, Spain, who 
came to the United States to learn English. 
Fouz-Garrido is living with the Jennifer 
and Marvin Rack for the school year. Cor-
sair is transferring from HMS. Corsair 
noted, “TMP is really welcoming and very 
friendly.” 
   7th graders are also adjusting to junior 
high.  Isaac Purinton (7) said, “The school 
year is going well so far, but I don’t enjoy 
wearing a mask all the time. I understand 
why we have to social distance, but it’s irri-
tating not being able to sit by all my friends 
at lunch.” 
   While we know that there have been 
many changes and adjustments this school 
year, we are excited to all be back in school 
and making new memories this year.

by Lucas Hess
   There are many advantages to private 
schools and public schools. Some people 
like public schools because there is no 
dress code. Other  people like the fact that 
there is a dress code at private schools. 
People go to the type of school they think 
has the most advantages. People also 
choose the school that best fits their learn-
ing style.
   One of the major reasons people choose 
the type of school they go to is the dress 
code. The reason why some people go 
to private schools is that they don’t have 
to decide what they have to wear in the 
morning. One of the reason private 

schools do a dress code is that people don’t 
get made fun of based on what people 
wear.  Other people like the freedom to 
wear what they want, which is why many 
people attend public schools. Another rea-
son people go to private schools is religion. 
Some teens are very involved in their faith 
life, so they go to a school that shares their 
same beliefs. 
   People attend different types of schools, 
some with a dress code and some without. 
Kenny Fisher (8) said, “I attend this school 
because of my faith life.”  Many people 
have different beliefs and by going to a 
school that focuses on those beliefs, they 
can grow in their faith life. 

NEW STUDENTS, 
NEW YEAR

PRIVATE VS. PUBLIC SCHOOLS

Find these words:

random  calculator
fixture  beliefs
boring  science
future  midnight
anywhere trying
habitat  faced

by Chloe Purinton



THE MONARCH COVE
by Eleanor Bittel

   Over the summer, TMP-M Junior High 
was gifted the old Center For Research 
(CFR) to use as an area for research, proj-
ects, and collaboration as well as a meeting 
place to safely distance. Thanks to a couple 
of our own students and staff, the space 
is being transformed into an inviting and 
comfortable environment.
   Many changes have been made to the 
CFR. The name has been changed to the 
Monarch Cove, which ties in with the sub-
ject of the mural. A wave, only seconds be-
fore breaking, was beautifully painted on 
the wall with a quote that is very much fit-
ting to the artwork, “When you go through 
deep waters I will be with you,” Isaiah 43:2. 
The artists who participated in painting this 
display were Brooke Koenigsman, Chloe 
Purinton, Eleanor Bittel, Claire Howard, 
and art instructor Nancy Flax. They gener-

ously gave their summer to create a beau-
tiful work of art. After painting the mural, 
Brooke Koenigsman (8) said, “I really loved 
working with the group, dancing to country 
music, and snacking on food.” Chloe Purin-
ton (8) noted, “I loved stepping back and 
looking at our progress.” Working several 
days a week, the artists spent two and a half 
months to complete this project.
   Further changes are also being discussed. 
Projects such as painting the walls a differ-
ent color, rearranging the furniture, possi-
bly adding a fishtank, whiteboard tables to 
express our students’ creativity, a charging 
station for chromebooks, and even a small 
plant memorial for Mr. Balthazor. These 
ideas have not been approved by the ad-
ministration yet and they also require more 
discussion and funding. Other ideas are 
welcome; reach out to any STUCO mem-
ber! 

STUDENT COUNCIL ELECTIONS

THE FOOD DRIVE 
HAS TAKEN OFF

by Kenneth Fisher
   TMP-M Junior High’s gift to the St. Jo-
seph’s food pantry was collected from the 
junior high Learning Commons on Tues-
day, October 6. In total, 503 items were col-
lected and sent to those in need. This gift 
of caned foods, non-perishable items, and 
boxes of goods were generously donated by 
the junior high students.  
   Since last year’s number of items collect-
ed was so high, the expectations were also 
raised. The goal this year was 575 items.  
The goal was not met, but many students 
loved how the goal challenged them. “It 
challenged me, and all of the school, to do-
nate for a good cause,” said Caleb Marintzer 
(8). The goal seemed to make the drive 
more enjoyable. Because this goal was al-
most met, the entire junior high gets to 
wear sweats during school hours. 
   Most years, the number of people that 
donate is about forty-five. This year, around 
sixty people pitched in to help. Hopeful-
ly, in the next few years, this number will 
continue to rise.  With the items collected, 
many people will not go hungry for the 
next few weeks.  With the number of peo-
ple going to the food pantry on the rise, this 
will inspire the next food drive’s number of 
items to grow even higher. 

by Will Robinson
   The TMP-M Junior High student council 
elections took place on September 1, 2020. 
Every year the junior high has held this event 
to get the opinion of the junior high students 
typically in the spring, but due to Covid-19 
and the shutdown last spring, the elections 
were held at the beginning of the year. 
   The 8th graders who ran in the student 
election were Eleanor Bittel, Ryan Casey, 
Taryn Rueshhcoff, Riley Frank, Brooke 
Koenigsman, and Jake Brady. The teach-
ers in charge of the student council elec-
tion were Miss Jennie Helget and Mrs. 
Rose McFarland. The students running 
for office gave speeches and talked about 
different ideas that would be of service 
to the school. The students later voted. 
   One of the candidates, Eleanor Bittel, 
responded to the question if she had any 
plans for the junior high if she was elect-

ed, “I did have a few actually, one of them 
being new changes to the CFR.” Bittel was 
elected President and the other three spots 
were filled with Ryan Casey as the Vice 
President, Brooke Koeningsman as the 
Treasurer, and Jake Brady as the Secretary. 
   Vice President Ryan Casey, said, “I 
thought the other candidates had just 
as good a chance if not better at winning 
than me.” The student council now has 
had to come up with ways to still have 
fun things, but with social distancing. 
   The Student Council also has represen-
tatives from each of the four commu-
nities. These representatives help and 
represent their fellow students in their 
community with the decisions that the 
officers make. Many new changes to 
the school and to the students experi-
ences will be made by the end of 2021.

(Left) Brooke Koenigsman (8), Chloe 
Purinton (8), and Eleanor Bittel (8) pose 
in front of the new mural painted in the 
old CFR, now known as Monarch Cove. A 
group of students, along with Mrs. Nancy 
Flax (art), spent time this summer giving 
the space a facelift.  Student Council hopes 
to continue to make changes to improve the 
space and make it usable to TMP-M Junior 
High students.

Photos by Brenda Rose

What do you use to aid a  
jack-o-lantern?

RIDDLE ME THIS...

Answer: A pumpkin patch



by Grace Schmeidler
   The seventh and eighth graders of TMP-M 
Junior High participated in a few of their 
own fun events during homecoming week. 
   The Student Council planned games, such 
as charades, trivia, and a scavenger hunt 
for the students. Teams kept track of their 
scores during every game, and at the end of 
the hour, the scores were tallied. The purple 
team, Mrs. Rose’s 8th grade, had the most 
points and won. Miss Helget provided a 
treat for everyone on the purple team. 
   Eleanor Bittel (8) said, “I enjoyed the cha-
rades and the intensity of the game!” The 
games gave students a break from learning 
and allowed them to have some fun.
   On Friday, the junior high students got the 
opportunity to participate in Extreme Blue 
and White Day. Some students wore their 
favorite TMP-M shirt, and others went all 
out with face paint and homemade shirts. 
One student, Ariana Koster (8), decorated 
a shirt with a group of friends. Koster said, 

“My favorite part of participating in the ex-
treme Blue and White Day was getting to 
dress up with my friends.” 
   After school on Friday, the junior high 
students had the chance to walk in the pa-
rade. The 8th grade Academic Enrichment 
Class decorated posters and blew up bal-
loons for the students to hold while they 
walked in the parade. A few students of the 
junior high band participated in the half-
time show during the high school football 
game, and many other students cheered on 
their TMP-M football team to a winning 
homecoming game. 

GO BIG BLUE!

by Caleb Marintzer
   Cross country is a tough sport. Contes-
tants have no breaks and no chance to slow 
down. Despite these hardships, the TMP-M 
Junior High cross country team had a great 
season. 
   This year the team consisted of nine mem-
bers, six 7th graders and three 8th grad-
ers.  They had two coaches, Head Coach 
Marintzer and assistant coach Riley Oliver. 
   The season started rough; however, there 
was a great amount of progress seen in the 
team. There were many obstacles like hills 
and heat, but the team pushed through. 
   This year the team finished very well at the 
league meet. Caleb Marintzer (8), Kenneth 
Fisher (8), Gracyn Schippers (8), Rachel 
Staab (7), and Claire Schippers (7), were 
all able to medal. “Two miles was a little 
tougher than just one mile,” said Grace 
Schmeidler (7). “Next year I want to run 
under an 18 minute 2 mile.”
   It was a great season for the TMP-M Ju-
nior High cross country team. Many of 
them were able to medal at multiple races. 
“I loved the pizza after our league meet,” 
said Fisher. “It’s a fun way to finish the sea-
son.” 

AND THEY’RE 
OFF

ORDER ON THE 
COURT!
by Catherine Schmidt

   The volleyball season has come to an 
end, and TMP-M’s Junior High volley-
ball teams finished strong. Some tough 
times were thrown at the team with close 
games, missed calls, and COVID-19, but 
the teams stayed strong and worked hard. 
   The Varsity volleyball went to the league 
tournament on Saturday, October 10, 2020, 
and made it to the finals. Brooke Koenigs-
man (8) explained her favorite part of the 
league tournament, “My favorite part was 
the game against Hoxie.  We lost the first 
set and then won a tight one for the sec-
ond set. Going into that third set we were 
pumped. This is for going to the finals, 
which we wanted so badly.  We won anoth-
er close one.  It was one of the most exciting 
games I’ve ever played.” The Varsity team 
went to the finals in Philipsburg, KS, Mon-
day, October 12, 2020, and finished third.     
   The JV team had a great season with 
wins and losses split. The C team was very 
similar to the JV team’s records; they both 
lost three games, which was a great record.
   The season has come to an end, and the 
volleyball girls had a strong finish against 
Norton on Thursday, October 15, 2020. 
With a win at the end of a season, let’s 
take it into basketball. Go Monarchs!

Seventh graders 
Landon Her-
rman and Ian 
Nehls get off to 
a strong start at 
the HMS cross 
country meet.   
 
-Photo by Geralyn 
Schippers

by Henry Speno
   What a season it has been for the TMP-M 
Junior High football team. This season for 
the football team has been very fun, excit-
ing, and somewhat successful. 
  The football team is coached by Austin 
Tatro (line and head coach), David Mc-
Farland (offensive coordinator), and James 
Johnston (defensive coordinator). When 
asked if Coach McFarland was happy about 
the season, he said, “Yes, I am very happy to 
see an improvement in every single one of 
the players and the team as a whole.” Coach 
Tatro also shared his thoughts, “I am very 
excited to see the seventh graders as leaders 
of the team and the eighth graders in high 
school. This season has been very fun and 
I am happy to say that the team has gotten 
so much better throughout these couple of 
months.”    
   All in all, the three coaches, twenty-four 
players, and one team are a very special 
group of people and will do great things as 
the years go on.

TOUCHDOWN

Eli Stein (7) makes an important tackle against Plain-
ville.  TMP-M went on to win the game 31-8. 
                                    -Photo by Brenda Rose

Teagan Gottschalk (8) spikes the ball in TMP-M’s 
match against Plainville while Haley Stecklein (8) 
looks on.                                     -Photo by Brenda Rose


