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 The "Point of Light" award is the highest honor given 
each year by Thomas More Prep-Marian.  For 2019, the 
Point of Light committee chose Don '69 & Debra Klaus 
and Glen '67 & Anita Neuburger to receive this prestigious 
award for their outstanding acts of volunteerism and 
support to the school.  
 Don, a 1969 graduate of St. Joseph's Military Academy, 
is the son of Marvin and Mary Frances Klaus.  His wife 
Debra, is the daughter of Virgil and Janice Larsen.  They 
married in 1979 and have two children, Rebecca '03 (Klaus) 
Schmidt and David '08 Klaus.  Don, who is now retired, 
worked in the grocery business for over 50 years and 
Debbie continues to work as a registered nurse.  They are 
deeply involved in the community, Don with the Knights 
of Columbus and Boy Scouts.  Debbie volunteers with the 
Hays Community Theatre, Girl Scouts and is a member 
of Crossroads, a gospel chorus group.  They are devoted 
to Immaculate Heart of Mary parish.  Don serves as 
Eucharistic Minister for the parish and the Good Samaritan 
Home, on the church counsel, liturgical committee and 
Adoration Chapel.  Debbie has provided music ministry 
for over 38 years including kids, young adults and adult 
choirs, plays piano and organ and is a member of Full 
Measure and the liturgical committee.  They are strong 
supporters of Holy Family Elementary and Thomas More 
Prep-Marian and have been involved in many activities.  
Some of these activities include school council members, 
helping with soup supper, security, field days, driving, 2010 
ACE co-chairs, ACE decorating, bierock bake sale and many 
other school activities.  We extend a huge thank you to 
Don and Debbie for their many years of service to the Hays 
community and Catholic schools. 

 Glen graduated from St. Joseph's Military Academy 
in 1967, joined the Navy and served in Vietnam.  In 1969, 
he married Anita Ruiz.  This year (2019), they celebrated 
50 years of marriage.  They have three children, Dawn 
'88 (Neuburger) Brown, Ed '90 Neuburger and Olivia '93 
(Neuburger) Becker.  Glen and Anita are active members 
of Immaculate Heart of Mary parish where they serve as 
greeters, money counters, Eucharistic Ministers and lector.  
Glen is a member of the Knights of Columbus and Anita 
is a member of the VFW Auxiliary.  They owned Western 
Aluminum & Glass Company in Hays for 31 years.  One of 
their proudest accomplishments while in business was 
helping establish the Mary Elizabeth Maternity Home, 
where they donated new doors, windows and siding.  Both 
Glen and Anita are dedicated to Holy Family Elementary 
and TMP-Marian.  Their children are alums of TMP-M 
and their grandchildren attend HFE.  They are generous 
donors to ACE and have actively supported it through the 
years.  During the last year that Glen and Anita owned 
their business, they donated a full house of steel siding to 
the auction.  It is with great appreciation that we thank 
Glen and Anita Neuburger for their powerful faith, strong 
commitment to family, support of their community and 
generosity to Thomas More Prep-Marian.
 If you would like to nominate someone for this award, 
please send your nomination to Principal Chad Meitner, 
Thomas More Prep-Marian, 1701 Hall St., Hays, KS  67601 
before May 1, 2020.  
 We have been blessed with many such Points of Light.  If 
you would like to view a complete listing of these incredible 
individuals, please visit www.tmpmarian.smugmug.com/
Point-of-Light-Awards to view their photos and essays.

Glen '67
& Anita 

Neuburger 

POINT OF LIGHT AWARD 
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2019 Pennies for ACE
Donor Honor Roll

In Honor of All Alumni
HCC†GCHS†SJMA†SFS†MHS†TMP†TMP-M

†  In Memory of All Deceased Alumni  †

Anonymous - Colorado

B & L Motels
Bruce & Linda Weilert
Ken & Yvonne Braun

Charles '54 & Marlene '54 (Gabel) Brull

Jim '79 & Anne Brull Family

Class of 1977

Class of 1978

Farm Bureau Financial Services
Danny '93 Dinkel & Dustin '04 Washburn

Gone Logo, Inc.
John & Lisa '88 (Haas) Flynn

†     In Memory of      †
Wayne '53 & Marie '53 (Pfannenstiel) Gabel

†     In Memory of      †
Ken & Shirley (Dreiling) Gross

John's Fencing Service 
John '82 & Amy Moeder

In Memory of
Benno '34 & Mary '40 Karlin Family

Agnes '61 (Karlin) Shtogren & Clem '70 Karlin

Norman '52 & Marilyn Karlin

Kuhn Farms
Pat & Diane '79 (Honas) Kuhn

Mike '83 & Angela Leikam

Midwestern Pipeworks Inc., Hays, KS
Gary '71, LouAnn, Brandon '03, Kelly '05 

& Michelle '11 Geist

 Mark your calendars now 
and join us for the 46th 
annual Auction for Christian 
Education on Saturday, April 
25, 2020.  Gather your friends 
together to spend an evening 
on safari at "ACE in the 
Wild."  Watch your mailboxes 
in January 2020 for your ACE 
envelope.  Tickets go fast so 
get your reservations in early.  
 We invite everyone with 
children in Catholic schools 
and auction donors to join 
us for the Preview Party on 
Friday, April 24, 2020 in the 

Al Billinger Fieldhouse from 8:00-10:00 p.m. for a sneak preview of 
auction gifts, great refreshments and the giving away of two $500.00 
cash raffle prizes.
 Today's Thomas More Prep-Marian students are our future 
community leaders.  YOU make a real difference in their lives when 
you contribute to the ACE Auction and St. Thomas More Society.  
Funds raised through these two venues are critical to the annual 
school budget and the continuation of this incredible Catholic school!  
Please consider making a donation to one or both of these options 
on an annual basis.  There are so many ways to give - purchase raffle 
tickets or specific gift items, donate a service or item from your 
business, place an advertisement in our ACE catalog, donate a load of 
grain, beef or pork, artwork, gift certificates, special dinners or events 
and the list goes on as long as your imagination!
 Another way to make a really big impact on the auction is to 
become an annual Penny Donor.  Your commitment is for only one 
year at a time and can be terminated after one year or ten, that is 
up to the donor.  Penny donations can be "in memory of" a loved 
one, "in honor" of someone, by a family group, individual classes, a 
business or organization (Knights of Columbus, Ladies Guild, Kiwanis 
Club, etc.).  $2,700.00 will be the 2020 ACE Penny Donor capped 
amount.  That means if the donor prefers to donate $2,700.00 they 
can - or they can wait until the final numbers are in and match one 
penny on each dollar raised at the 2020 auction (excluding item 
#60).  Mary '77 (Wilkerson) Lang from the alumni office would like 
to challenge her new best friend, Bob '64 Honish to get his class to 
join the classes of 1977 and 1978 as ACE penny donors. (Bob, I have a 
$1.00 here that says you can't or won't do it!)  The alumni office will 
help contact your classmates via email for you or ANY class wishing to 
participate.  Now would be the best time to start making those initial 
contacts and getting it lined up before the alumni office gets too deep 
into processing items for the auction in February.  Our goal is to have 
100 penny donors each year - which would match penny for penny of 
the auction proceeds!  Please consider joining this very elite group.
 The ACE Auction mailing will be reaching mailboxes in late January.  
Auction tickets go on sale as soon as the mailing goes out.  Please 
read through this information carefully and take a few minutes to 
fill out the donation/reservation form and return it to the alumni 
office.  All items should be new and not used.  Once February starts, 
ACE solicitors will begin contacting local businesses for donations to 
the auction.  The ACE catalog deadline is March 1, 2020.  Donations 
received after this date are not guaranteed a spot in the catalog.  This 
includes cash donations, oral auction item #60 donations, gifts-in-kind 
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2019 Pennies for ACE
Donor Honor Roll

Our Lady Help of Christians
Antonino, KS 

†     In Memory of      †
Daniel '63 Neuburger

†     In Memory of      †
Jean '67 (Pfannenstiel) Basgall

Galen & Cathy Pfeifer Family
Ryan '05, Aaron '06, Taylor '12 & Justin '16

Larry '71 & Annette '69 Schaffer Family
Shane '92, Craig '97, Kristin '00 & Brandon '03

†     In Memory of Kenny '51, Beth '73      †  
& Steve '77 Schmeidler

†     In Memory of      † 
Robert & Patricia Schmidt

St. Anthony Parish
Schoenchen, KS

St. Catherine Parish
Catharine, KS

Doug '86 & Stephanie Stecklein

Veterinary Research & Consulting Services, LLC
Trent & Mandy Fox

Robert & Nancy Wertenberger Family
Lisa '97, Lindsey '01, Laura '02

Art & Mae Wilkens Family
Chuck, Kent, Steve '81, Tony '82, Brenda '84 & Lisa

Bob '68 & Susan Wolf Family
God bless your generosity!

(items donated for use at the auction, such as snacks, beverages, 
advertising, etc.) and all gift items.   
 To put on an auction this size each year, your Alumni Association 
utilizes the volunteer hours of over 100 volunteers.  These include 
jobs in solicitating, decorating, cashier/computer operators, booth 
workers, meal servers, bartenders, set-up and tearing things down, 
processing the catalog, picking up gifts and many more.  Each 
and every volunteer is so appreciated.  The auction would not be 
possible without these individuals giving of their time and talents.  
We appreciate every one of you!

 We wish to extend a big thank you to the Lewis Automotive Group of Hays 
for sponsoring the Homecoming tailgate before the football game.  General 
Manager, Brian Schaffer, Anthony Hernandez and Casey McAvoy of Lewis 
Automotive Group of Hays presented a check for $10,000.00 to Advancement 
Director, Troy Ruda during halftime on behalf of all the staff at Lewis in Hays.  
Lewis Automotive Group of Hays is investing in the future of Thomas More 
Prep-Marian students.  This gift will benefit the annual Auction for Christian 
Education and student scholarships for the 2019-2020 school year.  Thank you 
Brian, Anthony, Casey and the Lewis Automotive Group of Hays.  

Thank
you

ACE Item 60
Each year, at the Auction for Christian Education (ACE), the 
Alumni Association works to raise funds necessary for a 
specific item needed by the school as determined by the 
school administration and its advisory councils. We are excited 
to announce ACE Item 60 for 2020 because this item always 
means an investment in the future of TMP-Marian!
All too often and very recently we see examples of violence 
perpetrated on and in schools. Unfortunately, this has become 
a reality across America. While we benefit from a peaceful and 
relatively safe community, we are not naive to the need to be 
prepared to protect our students, faculty, staff, and visitors. 
At nearly 100 years, our campus was not built for these 
realities. Our doors are currently unlocked during the school 
day to welcome visitors and allow students to pass between 
buildings. Renovations, additions, and upgrades are needed to 
ensure the safety of TMP-Marian and all who visit. Research 
is being done on campus safety approaches by similar multi-
building campuses and we are consulting with security experts 
specifically with regard to schools.
Item 60 at ACE will raise funds to secure entrances, add 
surveillance, upgrade the necessary infrastructure, and 
improve grounds as necessary to make sure TMP-Marian is 
exactly as it should be - an inviting, loving, and safe place to 
educate its students.
More details on the school safety project and matching funds 
will come as they are available. Thank you for your continued 
support to TMP-Marian and ACE!
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 1946 - Harriet Elizabeth 'Betty' (Bissing) Talley died 
on 6-28-19.  She is survived by her daughter, Paula (& 
Larry) Leach, 6 grandchildren, 11 great grandchildren 
and 1 great-great grandchild.  Harriet was predeceased 
by her parents, Francis & Pearl Bissing; brothers Billy ‘54 
Bissing, Don ‘52 Bissing; her husband, Thomas L. Talley 
and a son, Thomas J. Talley Sr.  Betty played the lead in 
The Pirates of Penzance at GCHS.  Paula shared with us 
that, "the evening prior to her death, she was still singing 
Gounod's Ave Maria & Immaculate Mary and could say 
her prayers verbatim even though she could no longer 
carry on a conversation that made sense."
 1947 - Mary Anne (Delva) Casey died on 11-28-18.  
She is survived by her son Patrick J. (& Beth) Casey II 
and two grandsons, and a sister, Clara '45 (Delva) (& 
William) Jann.  Mary Anne was preceded in death by her 
husband, Patrick J. Casey, her parents Leo & Catherine 
Delva; and siblings, Eugene '30 Delva, Corona (Delva) 
Leiker, Wilfred Delva, Edmund '36 Delva, Lindy (Delva) 
Gram, Pauline (Delva) Riedel, Julius Delva, Clare Delva, 
Robert Delva, and Margaret 'Peggy' '44 (Delva) Miller. 
 1947 - Hubert F. Heying Jr. died on 6-2-19.  He is 
survived by his sons, Charles Stephen (& Bev Smull) 
Heying, Philip David Heying; his daughters, Denise 
Marie Heying, Carol Suzanne (& Jon) Morgenson; two 
granddaughters, Cara & Krista Morgenson; his sister, 
Margaret Adele (Heying) Korth and a brother William 
Joseph Heying.  He was preceded in death by his parents, 
Hubert & Margaret (Reilly) Heying; his wife, Theresa 
Marie (Streit) Heying; one son, David Paul Heying; his 
sister Charlotte (Heying) Montgomery and two brothers, 
Charles Heying and Joseph H. Birmingham Jr. 
 1948 - James F. 'Jim' Young died on 8-15-16.  He was 
survived by his wife Alberta 'Bertie' (Crowl Forsythe)
Young; son Stephen Young; daughter, Diana (& Jerry) 
Wamsley; a brother Bill (& Eleanor) Young; a sister 
Barbara (Young) Miller and 16 grandchildren.  He was 
preceded in death by his parents, Frank & Marjorie 
(Arensdorf) Young; his first wife, Lila Jean (Warta) Young; 
a brother, Robert Young; sisters, Mary (Young) Amato 
and Elizabeth 'Betty' (Young) Higgons.  Jim's second wife 
Bertie passed away on 6-7-19.
 1950 - Marvin Francis Pfannenstiel passed away on 
7-19-19.  He is survived by his wife, Jane; two sons Dan (& 
Connie) Pfannanstiel, Tim '91 (& Susie) Pfannenstiel and 
three daughters, Cindy (& Rick) Guthrie, Carmen (& David) 

Kirchman, Lisa (& David) Donovan; a brother, Frank '46 
Pfannenstiel and a sister Aggie '51 (Pfannenstiel) Miller.  
Marvin had 18 grandchildren, 24 great-grandchildren 
and 3 more on the way.  He was preceded in death by 
his parents, Mike & Eva (Degenhardt) Pfannenstiel, six 
brothers and two sisters.
 1952 - Laurin 'Stub' Herl died on 10-15-19.  He is 
survived by his children, Stan Herl, Pam (Herl) Arrambidez, 
Brenda (Herl) (& Harley) Miller, Marla (& John) Plante, 
Dale 'Barney' (& Ronda) Herl; a brother Tom '64 Herl and 
sisters, Frances '48 (Herl) Diehl and Lila '50 (Herl) Staab, 
10 grandchildren, and 9 great-grandchildren.  Stub was 
preceded in death by his parents Bernard 'Barney' & Ida 
(Ruder) Herl; his wife, Elaine (Kuhn) Herl; brothers, Larry 
'Gene' '59 Herl, Leander '47 Herl; one sister, Leora May 
'Orie' '51 (Herl) Haas and two grandchildren, Andrew 
Miller and Jennifer Benedick.
 1954 - Paul Gonzales died on 4-5-19.  He is survived 
by his wife, Frances; children, Salvador Gonzales, Mike 
(& Wendy) Gonzales, Lupe (& Joe) Harding, Diana 
(& Mark) Schroeder, Steven (& Robyn) Gonzales and 
Christine Gonzales, 13 grandchildren and brothers, Peter 
Gonzales, Robert Gonzales and Joseph Gonzales.  He 
was preceded in death by his parents, Manuel & Pauline 
Gonzales, sisters, Mary Moore & Beatrice Rodriguez and 
brothers, John Gonzales & Stanley Gonzales.
 1955 - Lee Francis Schneller died on 8-5-19.  He is 
survived by his wife Lina, a daughter, Christina (& Brian); 
sons, Michael (& Karen), John, Stephen (& Kristin); a 
brother, Dave (& Vicki) Schneller and 12 grandchildren.  
He was preceded in death by his parents, Frank '34 & 
Margeret (Phillips) Schneller & a brother, Don Schneller.
 1963 - Richard Lee Standley passed away on 8-2-
19.  He is survived by his three sons, Thad Standley, Jeff 
Standley, Matt Standley and two grandchildren, Cate and 
Greg.  He was preceded in death by his parents, Joseph & 
Velma Standley and a sister, Jane (Standley) Irsik.
 1966 - Fr. Mark A. Berland died on 7-18-19.  He is 
survived by his mother, Eunice (Balthazor) Berland, 
sisters, Kay (& Chris) Basgall, Ann (& Tim) Zwink, Mary (& 
Gary) Everett, Lois Mason, Rebecca (& George) Cobb and 
a brother-in-law Deacon Walt Slingsby.  He was preceded 
in death by his father, Fred Berland, sisters, Carol Slingsby 
& Joan Berland and a brother-in-law, Robert Mason.
 1966 - Joseph Swarts Jr. died on 10-2-18.  He is 
survived by his daughter, Dawn Michelle, granddaughter, 

Remembering Our Deceased...
Eternal rest, grant unto them O Lord and let perpetual light shine upon them.

May they rest in peace.  Amen
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Canaan, grandson, Jeremiah and great granddaughter, 
Autumn, all in Winnipeg, Canada and siblings, Tom ( Patty) 
Swarts, Mike (& Michele) Swarts, Bob Swarts and Betti 
(Swarts) Feeney.  He was predeceased by his parents, 
Joseph & Thelma (Osborn) Swarts and a nephew, Sean 
Feeney.
 1967 - John F. Werth died on 8-20-19.  He is survived 
by his wife Charlene '67 (Pfannenstiel) Werth, a son Lance 
(& Shonna) Werth, a daughter, Lynne (& Chris) Boettcher, a 
brother, Gary '72 (& Judy '73 Gross) Werth.
 1968 - Catherine M. (Berens) Kutina died on 10-22-
18.  She is survived by her son, Shawn Kutina, a daughter, 
Sharon (& Wade) Pfannenstiel; two sisters, Arlene '57 (& 
Joe) (Berens) Erbert and Marian '58 (& Jerry) (Berens) 
Ptacek.  She was preceded in death by her parents, Otto & 
Philomine (Pfannenstiel) Berens.
 1968 - David 'Dave' L. 
Walters died 8-29-19.  He 
is survived by his wife, 
Diana, siblings, Arlen '53 (& 
Muriel '63 Cambell) Walters, 
Kathleen '64 (Walters) (& 
Darrel) Ochs. 
 1969 - John S. Koett passed 
away on 3-3-18.  Survivors 
include four sons, Jerome 
(& Aqueisa) Koett, Corey (& 
Crystal) Koett, Chad Koett 
& Austin (& Shanda) Koett and 7 grandchildren.  He was 
preceded in death by his parents, Bernard & Marcella 
(Schmitt) Koett; and his wife, Rolinda (Sherwood) Koett.
 1971 - Janet (Leiker) Dreiling died 
on 4-5-19.  She is survived by five 
daughters, Heather, Holly, Annie, 
Heidi and Audrey.
 1972 - Richard Joseph 'Rick' Schenk 
& his wife, Ann Jane 'Annie' (Linsner) 
Schenk died on 10-20-19.  They are 
survived by their three daughters, 
Allyce (& Michael) Hansford, Amanda 
(Schenk) Pfannenstiel and Briana 
Schenk, two grandchildren, Kolter & 
Kimber Pfannenstiel; Rick's mother, 
Mary Jo (Riedel) Schenk (of Great Bend, KS) and Rick's 
siblings, Brother Mark '75 Schenk, O.F.M. Capuchin, Greg 
'82 (& Kim) Schenk and Denise '77 (Schenk) (& Pat) Hunt. 
Annie is survived by siblings, Larry (& Charlotte) Linsner, 
Jim (& Sheila) Linsner, Joe Linsner, Patrick Linsner, Pam (& 
Norman '62) Redetzke, Rhonda (& Don) Herman and one 
sister-in-law, Margie Linsner.  Rick was preceded in death 
by his father, Bernard Richard Schenk, an infant sister, 
Geralyn Schenk.  Annie was preceded in death by her 
parents, Robert 'Bob' & Lois (Ehly) Linsner and a brother, 
Robert 'Bobby' Linsner Jr.  

   The Class of 1977 celebrated their 
60th birthday on July 26-27,   2019 
with a good turnout.  Thank you to 
all of those who attended.  They 
kicked off the weekend on Friday 
evening by gathering at the home 

of Phil & Laurie '77 (Beilman) Toepfer in Hays.  Classmates 
enjoyed great food and refreshments supplied by the 
reunion committee.   
 Saturday events started 
with the classmates 
meeting at the Golden Q 
for a long lunch.  Frontier 
Park was the location of 
many of the high school 
parties held back in the 
70's and what better 
place to gather Saturday 
evening than at the park.  
The weather was perfect.  Brian '77 Staab's son-in-law 
Ryan Sultzer of Smokin Co.  prepared a delicious barbecue 
meal and Laurie and Bonnie '77 (Geist) Werth added some 
of the leftovers from Friday night.  It was an incredibly fun 
and  relaxing weekend.

  Our thanks to the 1977 TMP-MHS reunion 
committee for their efforts in planning this 
birthday party and our class reunions.  Current 
members are Jim '77 Braun, Tom '77 Dechant, 
Nin '77 (Hamel) Dreiling, Rhonda '77 (Peters) 
Flax, Bob '77 Hoffman, Terry 'TK' '77 Karlin, 
Mary '77 (Wilkerson) Lang, Chris '77 (Englert) 
Schlyer, Al '77 Schmidt, Brian '77 Staab,  
Phil '77 Thompson and Laurie '77 (Beilman) 
Toepfer.  This group 
tries to meet on a 
semi-monthly basis 

and held their September 
meeting at the Alumni 
Homecoming banquet/dance.  
All 1977 classmates are invited 
to attend these meetings at 
local venues that serve thirst-
quenching refreshments.  If you 
are planning a trip to Hays, just 
let Mary know when you will be 
here - and who knows... it may 
be time for another meeting!

TMP - MHS
Class of 1977

Classmates celebrate 
their 60th Birthdays

Terry '77 Karlin & Jim '77 Braun

Renee '78 (Harris) Hoffman, 
Michelle '77 (Pfannenstiel) Francis, 
Kelli Karlin & Tonya Staab

Laurie '77 (Beilman) Toepfer, Bonnie 
'77 (Geist) Werth, Chris '77 (Englert) 
Schlyer & Rose '77 (Herman) Davidson

Bob '77 Hoffman & Dave '77 
Dreiling

Kevin '77 Bachkora, Bonnie 
'77 (Geist) Werth & Dale '77 
Dreiling



 Jo Ann (Pfannenstiel) Cabbage Burnett died on 10-
19-19.  She is survived by her husband, Bill Burnett, a 
son, Mike Cabbage, and a brother, Linus '69  (& Debbie) 
Pfannenstiel.  She was preceded in death by her parents, 
Paul & Philomena (Leiker) Pfannenstiel, her first husband, 
Larry Cabbage and a brother, Gerald Sp'71 Pfannenstiel.
 Alberto Carrasco, Jr. died 6-28-19.  He is survived 
by siblings; James (& Sue) Carrasco, Paul (& Linda) 
Carrasco, Frank (& Diane) Carrasco, Daniel (& Colette 
'75 [Hutchinson]) Carrasco, Mike Carrasco, Carol Susie 
(& Howard) (Carrasco) Hood, Debbie Carrasco and Lisa 
Sp'86 (& Bob) Carrasco-Gillpatrick.  He was preceded in 
death by his parents, Alberto & Evelyn (Speier) Carrasco.
 Carma Lea (Giebler) Chrisler died on 10-7-19.  She is 
survived by her husband, Chris Chrisler; children, Brady 
(& Lucas) Vitztum-Chrisler, Brett '12 Chrisler, Bailee 
'12 Chrisler; siblings, Greg (& Laura) Giebler, Steve (& 
Debbie) Giebler, James (& Stacy) Giebler, Sheila '70 
(Giebler) Neuburger, Pam '71 (Giebler) (& Steve '71) 
Diehl, Rebecca (Giebler) (& David) Deatherage, and 
Deborah (Giebler) (& Scott) Fall.  She was preceded in 
death by her parents, James & Theresa '50 (Dinkel) 
Giebler.
 Deborah Ann (Detmer) Debes died on 9-24-19.  
Survivors include her husband, Kenneth Debes and their 
children, Stephen (& Rose) Debes, Anna '01 Debes & 
Rachel (Debes) (& Jarod) Hart, two sisters, Vicki (Debes) 
(& Dan '67) Haselhorst and Linda (Debes) (& Mark) Ille.
 Malinda (Rome) Hulse Deel died on 7-5-19.  She is 
survived by her husband Rick Deel; children, Nathaniel 
Hulse and Hannah '13 Hulse, 3 step-children, Charles 
Deel, Allen Deel and Mechelle (& Justin) Nevin.
 Patricia 'Pat' Fisher passed away on 9-9-19.  Survivors 
included her husband, Darrell 'Munch' Fisher; daughters, 
Chelsey '04 (Fisher) (& Eric) Dawson, Natalie '08 (Fisher) 
(& Brian) Ellis; sisters, Norma '66 Jean (Leiker) Arnhold, 
Susan Kosinski & Pam Middleton.  She was preceded in 
death by her parents, A.P & Catherine (Kuhn) Leiker; 
siblings, Betty Smith and Pete Leiker.
 Rosalyn Glesick died 8-16-19.  Survivors include 
children, Danny Bittel and Kim Oldham; siblings, Virgil 
'47 Dechant and Peggy Norris.  She was preceded 
in death by her parents, Cornel & Ursula (Legleiter) 
Dechant; children, Debbie Schriller and Rick Bittel; 
siblings, Emerald Dechant, LaVerne Dechant, Donnie 
Dechant, Bernice (Dechant) Schaffer, Annie (Dechant) 
Meder, Delores '55 Dechant, Carol (Dechant) Werth & 
Jeanette (Dechant) Misegadis. 
 Berneice Ann Greenwood died on 9-18-19.  She is 
survived by her children, Kim '83 Greenwood, Debby '85 
(Greenwood) (& Randy '82) Pfeifer, James '89 (& Becky) 
Greenwood and Tim '92 (& Teresa) Greenwood.
 Troy D. Hallagin died on 11-2-19.  Survivors include 
his wife Mary '83 (Budke) Hallagin, children, Tyler '07 
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 Remembering Our Deceased...
 1974 - David Bruce Grabbe died on 6-30-19.  He is 
survived by his wife Kathryn (Gentleman) Grabbe; a son, 
Cody Grabbe (& Josh Harraman); a daughter, Kailee (& 
Benjamin) Koehler; sisters, Frances '57 (Grabbe) (& Jim) 
Gordon, Donna '60 (Grabbe) (& Bob) Farrell, Pat '63 
(Grabbe) (& Leroy) Newell and Lorri '72 (Grabbe) (& 
Doug) Leibbrandt; and brothers Wayne '64 (& Judy '65 
Sanders) Grabbe, Richard '69 (& Cheryl) Grabbe; sister-
in-law, Sharon (& Rex) Keister.  He is preceded in death 
by his sister, Marian (& Sam) Warfel; parents, Clarence & 
Lillian Grabbe; and in-laws Lawrence & Betty Gentleman.
 1976 - Bruce Paul Lopez died on 10-3-19.  He is 
survived by his wife Mary Katherine (Holter) Lopez; 
daughter, Jessica Dwyer, and a son Brian (& Jessica) 
Dwyer, four grandsons, Devon, age 9, twin grandsons, 
Travis & Brooks, age 6, and Easton, age 6 weeks.  He 
is also survived by his father, Paul Lopez; sisters, Patsy 
(Ramirez) Blackburn, Paula (Lopez) Stevenson and a 
brother, Alex '59 Ramirez.  He was preceded in death 
by his mother, Antonia Lopez.  Bruce was a great guy, 
attended many Homecoming weekends, as well as his 
own class reunions and kept in touch with classmates 
and his alma mater.  He will be missed... we keep Bruce 
and his family in our prayers.
 1977 - Robert 'Wally' Lane died on 8-3-18.  Survivors 
include his wife Jean and a stepson Willie Bond. 
 1979 - David 'Dave' A. Dreiling died on 7-9-19.  
Survivors include his wife, Margie (Roth) Dreiling; a son, 
Nicholas '02 D. Dreiling (& fiance Jennifer Rome); a 
daughter, Sara '11 (Dreiling) (& Kyle) Zimmerman; three 
granddaughters, Abigail & Ellie Zimmerman and Mindy 
Dreiling; a brother, Chris '83 Dreiling, and a sister, Sandy 
'76 (Dreiling) Gottschalk.  He was preceded in death by 
his parents, Hubert A. & Clementine M. (Zerr) Dreiling, 
his father-in-law, Bernard Roth and his brother-in-law, 
Keith 'Skeeter' '76 Gottschalk.  Rest in peace dear friend.
 1994 - Dr. Travis Pfannenstiel died 7-27-19.  He is 
survived by his wife, Terri  and their four children, John, 
Ryan and Ellen (triplets, age 11) and Ellen (age 9); and his 
parents, Floyd '64 & Sheila Pfannenstiel.  
 1997Sp - Nicholas Hemming died 11-11-03.  He 
is survived by his parents, Patrick '69 & Megan (Pratt) 
Hemming, one sister, Brigette Hemming and his 
grandmother, Vesta J. Pratt.
 Alma Marlene 'Molly' Brin died 7-20-19.  She is 
survived by her husband, Carrol Brin; two sons, Richard 
(& Connie) Brin and Rodney '88 (& Verda '88 [Vehige]) 
Brin; a daughter, Rhonda '84 (& Scott) Stults; 2 brothers, 
Dale Diederich & Dennis Diederich; 3 sisters, Leona Clark, 
Janet Levenstein, Darla Zerr, 5 grandchildren, Cameron 
'14 Brin, Meagan '17 Brin, Kaylee Brin, Liam '15 Stults & 
Alec '18 Stults.



Hallagin, Brianna '11 (Hallagin) (& Tom) Hargis and Tanner 
'16 Hallagin and one grand-daughter, Addison Hargis, his 
parents, Ron & Vicki (Harlan) Hallagin, brothers, Trent (& 
Deanna) Hallagin and Trevor (& Tammy) Hallagin.
 Georgina  (Fisher) Jacobs died 8-8-19.  Survivors include 
one son, Louis (& Vicki) Jacobs; two daughters, Ruth (& 
Paul) Resley, JoAnn (& Daniel) Bender; 3 brothers, Victor 
(& Lillian '49 [Schmeidler]) Fisher, Francis (& Josie '49 
[Giebler]) Fisher, Cyril (& Alice) Fisher; a sister, Delores 
(Fisher) (& Virgil) Pfannenstiel and sister-in-law Diana 
Fisher.  She was preceded in death by her husband, Louis 
Jacobs; 3 brothers, Edwin Fisher, Alvin Fisher and her 
twin, Ralph Fisher; 2 sisters, Agnes (Fisher) Waldschmidt 
& Rita Mae (Fisher) Giebler.
 Roy Lynn Jensen died 8-16-19.  He is survived by his 
children, Lucas Jensen, Jesse Roy Jensen & Catherine Mae 
Jensen and two grandchildren, Hailey '18 Jensen and 
Jensen Glendening.  He was predeceased by his parents, 
Arthur & Rita Mae '40 (Hauser) Jensen. 
 Tyler James Kuhn passed away on 7-9-19.  Survivors 
include his parents, Toby '90 & Marla Kuhn and his sister, 
Taryn Kuhn.  His grandparents are Nettie '59 (Walters) 
Kuhn-Verdi, Alphonse 'Ollie' Kuhn and Wauneta 
VanDerVeen.
 Jeffrey 'Jeff' Allen Leiker died on 8-25-19.  He is survived 
by his sisters, Cindy '67 (Leiker) Gerdes and Cathy Lieker.
 Solomon Leiker died 10-31-19.  Survivors include his 
children, Keith '68 Leiker, Glenn (& Dawne) Leiker and 
Janice Chambers.  He was preceded in death by his wife, 
Pauline (Boos) Leiker.
 Walter J. Manteuffel died on 8-5-19.  He is survived 
by his wife, Winnie Belle (Daniel) Manteuffel; two sons, 
Robert (& Martha) Manteuffel, Craig (& Paula '82 [Herl]) 
Manteuffel; and daughter, Pamela.
 Rodney 'Rod' Lee Milke died 8-31-19.  He is survived 
by his wife, Lori (Christianson) Milke; two sons, Ben Sp'06 
Milke & Matt Milke and a daughter, Emilie '02 (Milke) (& 
Josh) Eaton.  He was preceded in death by his parents, 
Clarence & Vera (Jacobs) Milke & one brother, Joe Milke.
 Laurinda (Pfannenstiel) Miller died on 8-22-19.  She 
is survived by a son, Ronald '71 (& Debbie) Miller, two 
daughters, Tomme Lynn Williams and Sue (& Paul) Carey, 
a brother, Maurice (& Jeanine) Pfannenstiel.  She was 
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preceded in death by her parents, Clem & Rose (Befort) 
Pfannenstiel, and siblings, Don Pfannenstiel and Irene 
(Pfannenstiel) Layman.
 Eloise J. 'Frenchie' Newell passed away on 8-6-19.  
Survivors include a sister, Pat (& Duane) Belisle, a daughter, 
Joan '65 (& Dick '65) (Newell) Palmer, daughter-in-law, 
Pat Newell.  He was preceded in death by his wife, Frances 
‘43 (Goetz) Newell; a son, Arlen '66 Newell; a daughter, 
Mary; sisters, Eleanor (Newell) Bellerive, Odella (Newell) 
Bedard, Priscilla (Newell) Emigh and brothers Robert 
Newell & Mitchell Newell.
 Richard A. 'Dick' Parsons passed away on 6-30-19.  He 
is survived by his three daughters, Karen '74 (& Stan '67) 
(Parsons) Allen, Pamela '76 (& Pat) (Parsons) Brady and 
Jennifer '82 (& Kelly) (Parsons) Kruger.
 William Pelzel died 11-1-19.  He is survived by his three 
daughters, Clarita '60 (Pelzel) (& Melvin) Dinkel, Elsie 
(Pelzel) (& L.D.) Ewing and Karen Pelzel (& fiance Ray Irvin).
 Doris (Meder) Pfannenstiel died 7-30-19.  Survivors 
include her son, Gerard '90 Pfannenstiel (& Molly Davies); 
a daughter, Christy '88 (Pfannenstiel) (& Quentin '87) 
Garlets; four grandchildren, Michael, Charles, Lucille & 
Leland; two sisters-in-law, Lena Meder and Rita Bieker.  
She was preceded in death by her husband, Edward M. 
Pfannenstiel; 3 brothers, Gilbert (& Helen) Meder, Elmer 
(& Mary Ann) Meder & Edward Meder; and 3 sisters, 
Florentine (& Adolf) Degenhardt, Helen Duay, Irene (& 
Hays) Benda.
 Edwin A. Pfannenstiel died on 5-20-19.  Survivors 
include his wife, Isabel (Kuhl) Pfannenstiel; two sons, 
Dave '77 Pfannenstiel and Paul '82 (& Tally) Pfannenstiel 
and two daughters, Loraine '70 Pfannenstiel & Mary '75 
(Pfannenstiel) (& Tom) Poulson; a sister, Sr. Loraine '48 
Pfannenstiel, CSA.  He was preceded in death by a son, 
Mark '71 Pfannenstiel and siblings, Alphonse Pfannenstiel, 
Albinus Pfannenstiel, Aloys Pfannenstiel, Alfred 
Pfannenstiel, Celestine Pfannenstiel, Adelina Pfannenstiel, 
Susan (Pfannenstiel) Rohr, Mary (Pfannenstiel) Rohr, and 
Bertha (Pfannenstiel) Binder.

 The fall musical "Beauty and the Beast" ran for four 
performances Nov. 7-10, three of which sold out.  The 
musical involved over 50 TMP-M high school and junior 
high in cast (below), crew, tech and costuming.  The shows 
were enjoyed by many people in the community. 

"Disney's Beauty and the Beast"
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Fr. Ryan McCandless
 Fr. Ryan joined Fr. Earl '61 Befort, O.F.M. 
Capuchin as a School Chaplain at Thomas 
More Prep-Marian on July 1, 2019.  
 We welcome him to the TMP-Marian 
family! 

By Fr. Ryan McCandless

When asked what I wanted to do after high school arose 
during my senior year at Bishop Carroll Catholic High 
School in Wichita, KS it was a pretty simple answer: I 
wanted to be an art teacher. In the fall of 2000, I began 
my college career at Wichita State University studying 
Secondary Education with an emphasis in Art. Finishing up 
my freshman year at WSU, I transferred to Kansas State 
University to pursue the same degree. My desire was to 
bring my passion for drawing and for teaching together so 
that I could come back to Wichita and possibly teach at 
Bishop Carroll. It never crossed my mind that 19 years later 
I could possibly be involved in a high school setting serving 
in a different capacity. That's what God had in mind when 
Bishop Vincke called and told me that he would like me to 
serve as a chaplain here at TMP-Marian. 

God's always giving, and unexpectedly. Wichita is home, 
but doors began to close for me in my discernment with 
them. The Wichita Diocese believed that I was a great 
candidate for seminary, but they said to me that my 
time in Manhattan and the influence that St. Isidore's 
Catholic Student Center had on my faith indicated to them 
something that I hadn't seen. It was in the Salina Diocese 
that my faith blossomed and grew the most. Reflecting 
back, it made sense. My parents built a great foundation 
for me in Wichita, but it was in college that I really built a 
structure of my own with God at the center.

My becoming a priest for the Salina Diocese is a type of 
homecoming. My mother's mother (my grandmother, 
Margaret Amelia Unrein) was from Hays and married a 
man (George Deslongchamp) from Zurich, KS and raised 
a family in Garden City. My own parents (Rory and Teresa 
McCandless) met in Salina, KS while attending Kansas 
Wesleyan and Brown Mackie respectively. When I look 
at the walls just inside the doors of TMP-Marian I see a 
Founders plaque with the name of my great uncle G.C. 
Unrein M.D. It kind of gives me chills. God has a plan and 
He likes to bring things back in full circle. 

I'm excited to be at TMP-Marian. There are many things 
that I want to do here for increasing the passion of these 
students to be people of faith. The foundation of the 
intellectual level is already excellent here, so the main 
emphasis on my part is to help facilitate a relationship with 
Christ. I want to show the students that they have been 

given a gift in their faith and how to use it. God, as the 
supreme artist, has a well-designed plan for them and He 
desires to be in their lives. Part of that design is the way 
that God breaks into our lives through the Sacraments of 
the Mass and Confession.
 
My hope is that I bring Christ and His presence with me 
when I walk the halls of this great school. That is what I 
want to convey to the students too, that they too are 
walking out of these doors of this school into the greater 
community as people who are confident that Christ is 
with them, and that they are a masterpiece that reflects 
the artist's best thought. Of course, all of this is done 
through prayer, through getting to know who Christ is, and 
who one is in God. It's listening to Him speak into their 
lives in that small voice. It's a challenge in our day in age 
to quiet ourselves down to listen. My own testimony, my 
experience of God's gifts of mercy and love are what I find 
the most helpful in conveying God's plan to others. He's 
unexpectedly helped me, he can help others as well.   

Fr. Ryan starts the school year off with a campus blessing.



Dear Fellow Alumni and Friends,

 I've written so many of these letters that after a while it's hard to 
know what to say.  Homecoming was marvelous.  I was especially 
impressed by the huge turnout for the Mass for Deceased Alumni.  The 
chapel was packed, the music was exceptional and the participation 
overwhelming.  Fellow Capuchin brothers, Fr. Blaine Burkey and Fr. John '69 Lager joined in 

the celebration.  Thanking God for His many blessings is essential to our 
growth and spirit.  We praise God for His presence in our lives and the 
life of the school.
 On Friday of Homecoming week, we had the ribbon cutting and 
opening of the new Fr. Blaine Burkey Learning Commons.  I don't think 
there are many high schools that can boast an area like this.  You may 
remember the old student center on the main floor in the east wing.  
The room was totally gutted and remodeled into this learning commons.  
I walk by there alomost every day and am amazed at the variety of uses 
for this space.  It is indeed a powerful addition to our school.  We thank 
all those who donated to ACE to fund this project.
 We look forward to the remodeling of the offices of the Alumni 
Association and Development.  When finished, it will offer a whole new 
look and much improved area for your association and better ability to 

promote and fund raise for your alma mater.  Hopefully it will provide a historical perspective and enable us to 
maintain our touch to the past and look forward to great things for the future.
 It is hoped that this Monogram will help you keep in touch with what is going on here at TMP-Marian.  Much 
effort goes into preparing it and we are confident that it is a useful tool in providing information about what 
is important to you about the school.  Thanking you for your support and praying for you and your families, I 
remain, Sincerely in Christ,
Fr. Earl '61 Befort, O.F.M. Capuchin
Alumni President

A Message from the Heart

11

  Instructor and Head High School Football Coach Jay Harris is in the spotlight for this issue of the 
Monogram.  Jay Harris came to TMP-Marian in 2016 from Ness City, where he coached football, track and basketball at 
both the high school and junior high level.  Since coming to TMP-Marian, Jay has been the Junior High Head Football 
Coach and led the team to two undefeated seasons and also served as a High School Assistant Football Coach.  Mr. 
Harris chartered the first FFA program in a private school in the state of Kansas at TMP-Marian and currently instructs 
Ag Fabrication, Ag Structures, Intro to Ag. Animal Science, Plant Science and Chemistry.  He has reopened and has 
been restocking the 'shop' classroom in the school basement.  Students will benefit in leadership formation in both 
academics and athletics under his direction.
 Jay and his wife Kris have two sons, Kyle and Kade '23.  Kris is the owner/operator of Western Prairie Equine Service.  
We truly appreciate everything that Jay has done to enhance the school curriculum and his coaching expertise for the 
benefit of our students.  Keep up the great job!

Jay Harris
'In the Spotlight'
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 (L-R) Greg '70 Billinger, Steve '68 Billinger, Roxie '66 
(Billinger) VonLintel, author Darrell '61 S. Mudd and 
Alan '63 Billinger take a moment to pose for a photo 
before they start autographing "The Legend, Alvin "Al" 
Billinger" book about their father, coach and teacher Al 
'41 Billinger at Homecoming 2019.  
 Book sales raised over $5,000.00, which will be 
restricted for future improvements  to the Al Billinger 
Fieldhouse.  The Al '41 & Chris Billinger family and author 
Darrell Mudd have donated all of the costs associated 
with the book.  Additional autographed books are still 
available for a limited time through the alumni office 
while the supply lasts.  Contact the alumni office at 785-
625-9434 or alumni@tmpmarian.org to order your copy 
today.
 (Below) Darrell '61 
S. Mudd & Chuck '68 
Schmidt pose for a 
photo, both authors 
hosted book signings at 
the Dutch Lunch.

class of 1969
50-year reunion

honor class

(Above) Nadine '74 (Dreiling) & 
Randy '74 Gottschalk and (below) 
Fr. Earl '61 Befort, O.F.M. Cap. 
received the 2019 Distinguished 
Alumni Award.  This is a 'surprise' 
award given out at the banquet 
each year to individuals that 
have given many hours of their 
time and talents to your Alumni 
Association.  Congratulations!

 (L-R) Richard Augustine, Larry '71 Schaffer, Don 
Hoffman, Lisa '86 (Dinkel) Karlin, Craig Karlin and Tim 
'64 Schmidt - Sports Booster Club chairs, Craig & Lisa 
Karlin presented 2019 Jack Schramm Spirit Awards to 
Richard, Larry, Don and Tim.

 (L-R) Bishop Jerry Vincke, Fr. Blaine 
Burkey, O.F.M. Capuchin, Lane '20 Werth 
and Principal Chad Meitner cheer Fr. Blaine 
on as he cuts the ribbon of the new Fr. 
Blaine Burkey Learning Commons at TMP-
Marian on Friday,  September 20, 2019.  
Hays Chamber of Commerce President/
CEO, Sarah '01 (Lang) Wasinger presided 
over this exciting  event which was held in 
conjunction with their weekly Chamber 
chat.
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Homecoming 
Highlights 2019

Bishop Jerry Vincke of the Salina Diocese joined Dean 
Haselhorst in a semi-truck from Doonan Truck & Equipment 
for a ride down Main Street during the Homecoming 
Parade.

Grand Marshal's Charles '54 & Marlene '54 (Gabel) Brull 
kick off the Homecoming Parade.

 Planning for Homecoming started out slow this year.  
Alumni Director, Wanda '66 Billinger encouraged alumni 
to form committees to organize their class get-togethers.  
A class reunion can be very simple to set up, the alumni 
office staff can help you find a suitable ride in the parade 
and we have a list of local establishments that would love 
to host your gathering, small or large as it may be.  By using 
one of these venues, the class does not have to come up 
with advance tickets, etc. but can simply pay individually 
for whatever they consume by ordering off of a menu.  
Most of these restaurants will allow you to set up a class 
display of photos, deceased classmate tributes, etc.  
 The rest of the weekend can be spent joining in the 
alumni hosted events already planned for all of the 
classes, such as the open house, school tours, parade, 
Mass for Deceased Alumni, Dutch Lunch and of course 
the Alumni Banquet.  Advance ticket purchases for the 
banquet allows the alumni office to reserve seating for 
every different class celebrating whether it is the 25 or 
50 year honor class or the 5, 10, 30, 35 or a golden alum 
(alumni that have been out greater than 50 years).  Even 
if you are not one of the five year classes celebrating their 
reunion, if you have enough classmates getting together 
to attend the banquet (like the Class of 1977 this year), we 
will reserve a table for your group so that you can all sit 
together.  Our goal is for you to enjoy every minute of this 
special weekend!
 With this in mind, we would like to share an email with 
you that we received from a member of the 50 year class, 
Class of 1969.  This class almost did not have a reunion 
this year because no one wanted to step up to organize it.  
The Class of 1969 is one of the largest classes to ever go 
through the school.  They ended up having an incredible 

turnout and a great time.  Following is the email we 
received shortly after the reunion:

Dear Alumni Office Crew,
 This email comes with a thank you from deep in my soul 
for all the time, energy, and heart you each put into making 
Homecoming Weekend one of those warm memories that 
will be with me for life.
 Our Class of '69 party on Friday night was filled with 
stories of our storied high-school years at Marian and St. 
Joe's.  Every conversation included at least one "We were 
so lucky!" as we shared memories, and it is the alumni 
organization that keeps us all connected in spirit.  Thank 
you for that!
 The most inspiring event for me was the Mass for 
deceased alums.  Few people I know can say that they 
feel connected with high-school classmates through their 
relationship with God.  Fewer still can be assured that they 
will yearly be celebrated and prayed for at a Mass at their 
alma mater after deceased.  It was humbling to realize my 
connection to so many souls.
 From the parade to the luncheon . . . from your 
involvement in half-time at the game to your recognitions 
at the banquet . . . the dedication, commitment, and 
love from each of you in the alumni office permeated the 
weekend.  It didn't go unnoticed.  It is so appreciated!  
Gratitude, respect, and prayers for each of you,
Mary Beth Karlin, Class of '69

 Thank you Mary Beth for this beautiful email and thank 
you to all of the alumni that came back to visit their alma 
mater throughout Homecoming weekend.  Your alumni  
office will always be here, in whatever capacity is needed, 
to help organize your class reunions and keep you in touch 
with each other.  It is a great pleasure and incredible joy 
for us to be available to get to know each of you and your 
families.  We are all God's children from His school.
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class of 1964
55-year reunion

class of 1959
60-year reunion

class of 1954
65-year reunion

class of 1974
45-year 

reunion

class of 1979
40-year 

reunion

 Thursday and Friday of Homecoming week brought out 
a larger than average number of alumni visiting the school 
and going on tours.  The St. Thomas More Society reception 
was well attended as was the dedication of the new Fr. 
Blaine Burkey Learning Commons.  Participants in the 
parade down Main Street enjoyed great weather and a good 
sized crowd.  Even though the Plainville Cardinals came out 
as the victors of the football game, the TMP-M Monarchs 
put up a good fight and made the game interesting to 

watch.  The individual class parties 
followed and were a lot of fun.  As 
board members, we try to get to 
as many as we can and it is always 
enjoyable to see the fun and joy 
the classmates experience when 
reuniting with each other.  One 
young man from the Class of 1974 
told us, "I haven't been to one in a 
while and almost didn't come this 
year, I am so glad that I did... it has 
been great visiting with everyone 
again!"
   On Saturday morning, alumni 
packed the Marian Chapel for the 
Mass for Deceased Alumni and the 
dining room for the Dutch Lunch.  
Extra chairs and tables had to be 
set up at the last minute.  Our 
cooks always prepare plenty of 
food so we are never at risk of 
running out.
    A delicious meal was served  by 
Pam Burgardt at the Rose Garden 
Banquet Hall and wine was added 
to the open bar this year.  DJ Verlin 
Honas entertained the alumni by 
playing a large selection of tunes 
from many different eras upon 
request.  
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class of 1989
30-year reunion

class of 1994
25-year reunion

honor class

class of 1999
20-year reunion

class of 2009
10-year 

reunion class of 2014
5-year reunion

class of 2004
15-year reunion

2019 Homecoming 
Highlights

Katie Hale & Lane Werth
Homecoming King & Queen mass for our deceased alumni
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 Caroline L. (Schulte) Pfeifer passed away on 6-19-
19.  Survivors include her children, Alan '65 (& Roselin) 
Pfeifer and Carolyn '68 Pfeifer.  She was preceded in 
death by her husband Robert A. Pfeifer; a daughter Clare 
Lou '70 Pfeifer; siblings, Fr. J. J. Schulte, John Schulte, 
Bob Schulte, Ed Schulte, Benny Schulte, Denis Schulte, 
Georgine Schulte and Edna (Schulte) Dreiling.
 Marilyn Pauline (Younger) Prewo passed away 8-20-
19.  Survivors include her husband, Tom '69 Prewo; two 
brothers, Frank (& Carla) Younger, Nathan (& Donna) 
Younger and a sister, Geraldine (Younger) Ruder.  She is 
preceded in death by her parents, Andrew & Elizabeth 
(Mermis) Younger; two brothers, Ralph Younger, Cletus 
(& Rosie) Younger and two sisters, Irene (& Paul) 
Linenberger and Bernice (& Don) McMillan. 
 Doris Ilene (Carter) Quinn passed away on 6-30-19.  
Survivors include a son, Richard (& Tracy '90 Schenk)
Quinn, a daughter, Nancy Quinn; a sister, Arlene Sullivan 
and 2 granddaughters, Lisa & Emily.  She was preceded in 
death by her husband Roger Quinn and a granddaughter, 
Tia Marie.
 Rowan & Reed Randa, twin sons of Brett & Amanda 
'06 (Crispin) Randa passed away on 8-16-19.  They are 
survived by their parents, and three brothers, Maddis, 
Cooper and Holden.  Our prayers are with you and all 
that we love, remains a part of us forever.
 Mark Reif died 9-9-19.  He is survived by his parents, 
Charles & Lucille (Pierce) Reif; children, Vincent '07 Reif, 
Patrick Sp'09 Reif, Amber Reif, Peony (Reif) Weber, and 
Callee (Reif) Pfannenstiel; siblings, Michael Reif, Marvin 
Reif, Tabea Reif, Sarah (Reif) McWhirter, Laura (Reif) Foss 
and Donna (Reif) Ochs. 
 Rose Ann (Zimmerman) Rupp passed away on 7-15-
19.  She is survived by 3 sons, Harland '67 (& Edna) 
Rupp, Gary (& Connie) Rupp, Patrick Rupp; a daughter, 
Marie (& Wes) Stramel; a brother, Carl '57 (& Doris) 
Zimmerman and four sisters-in-law, Ruth Zimmerman, 
Blanche VonLintel, Shirley '48 (Rupp) Rupp & Sally Rupp.  
She was preceded in death by her parents, Carl  & Lucy 
(Herl) Zimmerman; and two brothers, Roy Zimmerman 
and Lester Zimmerman.
 Rose Mary (Binder) Rupp died 8-23-19.  Survivors 
include five sons, Joe Rupp, Richard (& Rose) Rupp, 
David Rupp, Vernon Rupp, Lou Rupp, a daughter, Rosalie 
(& Allen '72) Schmeidler; three sisters, Firma Dreiling, 
Glenda (& Corky) Knapp and Sherry (& Dave '68) 
Schmidt.  She was preceded in death by her husband, 
Melvin 'Meff' Rupp and two brothers, Floyd Binder and 
Vernon Binder.
 Dorothy (Giebler) Staab died on 8-29-19.  Survivors 
include: Lambert (& Jarilyn) Staab, Jeanette '64 
Stewart, & Darrell (& Jacque) Staab; sisters, Rosa '51 

 Remembering Our Deceased... (Giebler) Cobb and Betty '57 (Giebler) Cain.  Survivoring 
grandchildren are Stan (& Katrina '85 [Staab]) Staab, 
Larry Dean Staab, Diana Wilson & Misty Woodward; 
and great-grandchildren are Sharlie '06 Staab, Spencer 
'11 Staab, Taylor '13 Staab, Jordan '13 (& Dylan) (Staab) 
Pfeifer, Sabrina Wilson, Stewart Wilson, Aaron Wilson 
and Jake Borashaski.
 Samantha Rae 'Sammy' Staab passed away on 7-24-
19.  She is survived by her parents, Patrick & Karen 
'73 (Dinges) Staab; her sister, Megan Staab and her 
grandmother, Alfrieda Dinges.
 Gerald Lee Steckline Sr. died on 10-15-19.  Survivors 
include his wife, June (Davis) Steckline; four sons, Gerald 
'Jerry' Steckline Jr., Kevin Steckline, Shawn Steckline,  
Michael '84 Steckline; two stepsons, Edward Lamb, Paul 
Lamb; one brother, Terry '75 Steckline; and four sisters, 
Arlene '59 (Steckline) Rome, Carol '61 (Steckline) Einsel, 
Sharon '69 (Steckline) Sterling, & Kathy '72 (Steckline) 
Ostrom.
 Harry Gerald Stevenson died on 6-10-19.  He is survived 
by his wife, Mary Ann '61 (Schmidt) Stevenson and their 
children, Janna (& Ron) Cescaline and Christopher (& 
Natalie) Stevenson.
 Floyd M. Thompson died on 3-29-19.  He is survived 
by his wife Glenda '63 (Schmidt) Thompson.
 Leona (Lang) Walters passed away on 6-18-19.  She 
is survived by three daughters,  Dianne '67 (& Jerry) 
(Walters) Wiedeman, Linda '69 (& Rusty) (Walters) 
McDowell, & Janet (& Mike) (Walters) Slaton; a brother, 
George Lang; three sisters-in-law, Melinda Lang, Dorothy 
Lang & Bertha Lang; five grandchildren, Tammy '87 (& 
Bill) (Wiedeman) Wierman, Shannon '93 (& Emily) 
Wiedeman, Lance '99 Wiedeman, Bryce McDowell, 
Brock (& Jill) McDowell and a step-grandson, Stuart 
McDowell.  She was preceded in death by her husband 
Ernest Walters, an infant son; a sister, Olivia (& Edward) 
Pfannenstiel; four brothers, Clarence Lang, Isadore Lang, 
Anthony Lang, Ralph Lang and sister-in-laws, Lenora 
Lang. 
 Linda (McCarvel) Walters died on 2-17-19.  She is 
survived by her husband Ken '56 Walters; daughters, 
Michele (Walters) Costa, Leslie (Walters) Wyant and a 
son, Christopher Walters, eight grandchildren and three 
great-grandchildren.  (This is a correction from the last 
Monogram.)
 M. Lynne Wooster died on 7-5-19.  She is survived by 
her husband Paul Wooster; a grandson, Nathan Fishburn; 
a stepdaughter, Patricia (& Gregg '76) Gottschalk; a 
stepson, Robert Wooster and three step-grandchildren, 
Shayla '12 Gottschalk, Janelle Wooster and Jayla 
Wooster.  She was preceded in death by a son, Thomas 
Romme; 2 brothers, Larry Sauer & David Sauer; and one 
step-grandson, Shane '09 Gottschalk.
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Office Use Only

Amount: ____________

Date: _______________

Ck/Cash: ____________

Initials: _____________

Alumni Association of Thomas More Prep-Marian
               Annual Membership Information 

Name: __________________________________________________________

Maiden Name:  ___________________________________________________

Class Year: ________________   Spouse Class Year: ______________________

Street Address:   ___________________________________________________

City: ________________________________   State: ________________   Zip: _____________________

Preferred Home Phone: _____________________   Preferred Cell Phone: _________________________

Preferred Email Address: ________________________________________________________________

E-mail addresses are used to keep you updated on school/alumni events.  Under no circumstances is your personal 
information sold or given to a third party.  This information IS available for class lists for any alums of HCC, SJMA, 
GCHS, SFS, MHS, TMP or TMP-Marian. 

Annual Membership Dues ($20.00): ______________________________

Lifetime Membership ($200.00): ______________________________

Monogram Printing/Postage ($5.00): ______________________________

Capital Improvement Fund: ______________________________

Unrestricted Donation: ______________________________
(Please make check payable to Alumni Association of TMP-Marian for above donations.)

Other Annual TMP-Marian Memberships/Donations
(Please make check payable to TMP-Marian for following donations.)

St. Thomas More Society Donation: ______________________________

Endowment Foundation Donation: ______________________________

Fine Arts Booster Club Membership ($15.00): ______________________________

Parents/Teachers/Friends Membership ($15.00): ______________________________

Sports Booster Club Memb. Personal ($15.00)/Business ($30.00) ______________________________
 
Other Donation - Please Specify:  __________________________ ______________________________
 

_____________________________________________________

Double Your Donation?
Does your employer offer matching donation funds for 501(c)3 organizations?  
The Alumni Association, Endowment Foundation and TMP-Marian all qualify 
as non-profit organizations.  Let us know what we can do to help you set up 
matching contributions from your company to "double your donation" by 
contacting us at advancement@tmpmarian.org or 785-625-6577.
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Alumni Association of Thomas More Prep-Marian
Monogram Information

Submitted by: __________________________

Please list any current news about yourself, family, etc. that you wish to have printed in the Monogram.

Death(s)

Name of Deceased: ____________________________________________________________________________

Maiden Name: __________________________  Class Year: ________________  Date of Death: _______________

Survivors: Class Year (if applicable):

______________________________________________________________  _______________________

______________________________________________________________ _______________________

______________________________________________________________ _______________________

______________________________________________________________ _______________________

______________________________________________________________ _______________________

Birth(s)

Name of Child: __________________________________________ Date of Birth: ______________________

Father's Name: __________________________________________ Class Year: ________________________

Mother's Name: _________________________________________ Class Year: ________________________

Sibling(s) Names & Ages:________________________________________________________________________

Grandparents: ___________________________________________ Class Year: ________________________

Grandparents: ___________________________________________ Class Year: ________________________

Class Notes

____________________________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________________________

The Monogram is printed twice a year (summer issue in June/July and winter issue in November/December).
Please submit your information via this form or e-mail us at alumni@tmpmarian.org.

Visit our website at tmp-m.org for current events, contact information, donation options, etc.

May God bless you for your continued support and generosity.
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Alumni Association of Thomas More Prep-Marian
Financial Statement

July 1, 2018 to June 30, 2019

 To the best of my knowledge and belief, this 
financial statement is a true and accurate report 
of the status of the Alumni Association of Thomas 
More Prep-Marian for the period of July 1, 2018 to 
June 30, 2019.

Wanda Billinger, Alumni Director

RECEIPTS & MONIES ON HAND 
Monies on Hand 06/30/2018 $    270,704.87
Unrestricted Donations $        3,900.00
Lifetime Dues  $        2,000.00
Annual Dues $        2,200.00
Interest Earned $           611.41
American Fund Value Increase $      14,131.91
Postage - Monogram $            462.25
Merchandise Sales $           270.00
Miscellaneous $        9,721.67
TOTAL $   304,002.11
RESTRICTED RECEIPTS
Misc. Restricted Funds $      24,228.94
ACE 2019 $    865,490.40
Golf Classic 2019 $      28,905.50
Homecoming 2018 $       10,726.00
Capital Improvement Fund $           950.00
  $    930,300.84

TOTAL RECEIPTS/MONIES ON HAND $ 1,234,302.95

EXPENSES
Postage $         1,036.54
Postage – Monogram $         5,251.53
Printing $              545.41
Printing – Monogram $         7,842.62
Supplies $         1,252.58
Advertising $         4,801.84
Equipment/Computer Technology $         1,830.99
Dues & Sponsorships $              700.00
Memorials & Gifts $         2,875.00
Miscellaneous $         3,495.08
Capital Improvement $               75.00

RESTRICTED
Miscellaneous Restricted Funds $         8,698.00
ACE 2019 Expense $       76,600.04
ACE 2019 Disbursements* $     788,890.36
Golf Classic 2018 Expense $         7,416.52
Homecoming 2018 Expense $         9,574.90
TOTAL EXPENSES $     920,886.41

*ACE 2019 Disbursement Breakdown
Thomas More Prep-Marian $     355,204.67
TMP-M Item #60 $     429,685.69
Alumni Restricted Misc. Items $         4,000.00
Total $     788,890.36

MONIES ON HAND JUNE 30, 2019
Checking Balance $       89,964.08
American Funds Investment Acct. $     223,452.46
TOTAL MONIES ON HAND $     313,416.54

TOTAL EXPENSES/MONIES ON HAND $ 1,234,302.95

Alumni Board Elections

Fr. Earl '61 Befort, O.F.M. Capuchin was re-elected to serve his 22nd consecutive year as Alumni President and Chris 
'77 Gottschalk was re-elected to serve his 14th consecutive year as Alumni Vice President.  JoLynn '93 Ashmore, 
Renee '78 (Harris) Hoffman and Ryan '09 Post were re-elected to serve new three-year terms.

If you would like to be considered for a future position serving on the Alumni Board, please contact the alumni office 
at 785-625-9434 or alumni@tmpmarian.org.  Board members attend monthly meetings and help with all of the 
fundraising events hosted by your Alumni Association.  For a complete listing of board members, see page three of 
this issue of The Monogram.

2nd Annual 
Fr. Earl Befort, O.F.M. Capuchin Golf Classic

Save the Date - Friday, June 5, 2020
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Karl for the heads up!  We found the following on-line - 
John Jacobs – Baseball/First Baseman/1957-1960; (B.S., 
Business Administration, January 1962) "During his 
rookie season in 1957, Jacobs had 22 RBI and recorded 
31 hits, including a team-leading seven doubles, in 100 
bats. He was awarded the Charles Christopher Trophy in 
1957, given to the freshmen athlete who has outstanding 
athletic ability, scholarship and personal qualities. 
Jacobs' power at first base helped drive the 1958 team 
to a .322 batting average and a 19-16 record. In 1959, he 
led the Sun Devils with 36 RBIs and hit .310 on the 28-18 
team. In 1960, his six home runs were tied for the most 
among the Sun Devils, and he posted a team-leading 49 
RBIs with a batting average of .344. In Jacobs' varsity 
career, he played in 84 games and recorded 106 hits, 41 
of which were for extra bases. Jacobs signed a contract 
with the San Francisco Giants after Arizona State."  Way 
to go John!
 1957 - Ken Schmidt nominatd by the Kansas Chapter 
to receive the "Lifetime Service to Wrestling" Award.
Kenny will be recognized at the National Wrestling Hall 
of Fame and Museum in Stillwater, OK as a member of 
the Class of 2019.  Kenny has been a volunteer since 
1972.  Kenny's wife is Norma '60 (Weigel) Schmidt. 
 1960 - Joe Meier Jr. was invited on the Honor Flight 
to honor his service in Vietnam as a Special Forces 
Demolition Expert and a Green Beret Paratrooper.  The 
Honor Flight is conducted by non-profit organizations 
dedicated to transporting as many United States military 
veterans as possible to see the military memorials in 
Washington D.C.  Thank you for your service Joe!  We 
hope you enjoyed the cards from the TMP-M students!
 1961 - Fr. Earl Befort O.F.M. Capuchin celebrated his 
50th anniversary of priesthood on July 28, 2019 at St. 
Fidelis Basilica in Victoria, Kansas.  Bishop Jerry Vincke 
of the Salina Diocese, along with a large number of 
Capuchin friars and secular priests were in attendance 
along with 500+ of Fr. Earl's closest friends and 
parishioners.  Following the Mass, everyone gathered 
at the Rose Garden Banquet Hall for a decious dinner 
and entertainment.  Fr. Earl's plans for the future are 
to slow down a bit and cut back on the number of 
responsibilities that he currently has.

 1940C - Zac Shawhan contacted our office in July and 
asked about his classmates and what was going on for 
Homecoming.  He is 97 years old and says hello!  How 
about an 80th class  reunion in 2020?
 1947 - John H. Rupp sent in that 2019 was the 70th 
Anniversary of St. Joseph's College - Class of 1949C.  The 
graduating class had three graduates that year, William 
'Bill' '49C Hill, John '47-49C Rupp and Gerard 'Jerry '49C 
Wuenschel.  The junior college closed in May of 1952 
with four final graduates:  John '52C Brady, Marshall 
'50-'52C Fletcher, Adolph '50-'52C Schmidt and Herbert 
'48-'52C Hutchison.
 1947 - Catherine 'Cotty' '47 (Meier) Seitz-Miles was 
the honored guest celebrating her 90th birthday (actual 
date is August 14th) on August 17th, 2019 at the VFW 
dining room.  The event was hoste by her children, Steve 
Seitz, Theresa 'Terrie' '68 (Seitz) Adams, Charmaine '69 
(Seitz) Schueler, Frank '74 Seitz, Mike Seitz and Michelle 
'82 (Seitz) Braun.  Eighty guests were in attendance 
from Texas, Arkansas, Nebraska, Colorado, Missouri 
and Kansas.  Of the thirty-four girls in the Class of 1947, 
there are still eleven living.  Pat '47 (Wasinger) Rupp of 
Wichita was the only classmate able to attend.
 1947 - Pat (Wasinger) Rupp celebrated her 90th 
birthday with fellow classmates, Catherine 'Cotty' '47 
(Meier) Seitz-Miles and Irma '47 (Lang) Silkman in 
Wichita, KS.  Happy birthday Pat!
 1952 - Bernice (Basgall) & Leroy Herrman celebrated 
67 years of marriage on October 15, 2019.  Their children 
are Roger '74 Herrman and Brenda '72 (Herrman) 
Morrissey.  Congratulations Leroy & Bernice!
 1952 - Paul J. (& Judy) Bissing's daughter Theresa 
(a Texas A & M graduate) retired from Texas A & M 
University last December.  She is enjoying her free 
time now.  Their daughter Donna was promoted to a 
management position in the Texas A & M University 
Writing Center.
 1956 - Karl K. Leiker was in Phoenix, AZ in January, 
2019, to attend the annual meeting of the American 
Meteology Society.  He managed to have lunch with John 
'56 Jacobs and Larry '61 Staab.  He also learned that John 
had been selected as one of the most talented athletes 
at Arizona State University in baseball in 2013.  Thanks 

Class
Notes
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 1962 - Bob & Sondra Swift are proud of their 
grandson, Kaleb Hammeke.  Kaleb excelled in the Kansas 
Basketball Coaches Association All-Star game last June 
in Salina.  As a senior at Hutchinson Trinity, he scored a 
team high seventeen points for the Blue team in the All-
Star game, while adding 5 rebounds and 4 steals.  Kaleb 
will be playing basketball for the FHSU Tigers.
 1965 - Leon Staab submitted the following for the 
Class of 1965:  Time does fly!  The Class of 1965 will be 
celebrating its 55th class reunion in September of 2020 
along with the annual TMP-Marian Homecoming.  So far, 
we have reserved a party room for Friday, September 
25, 2020 at Thirsty's Brew Pub & Grill.  Reserve the date 
and come home to Hays.  More information to follow.
 1967 - Jerry Ubert was recognized for 37 years of 
service with the Hays Kiwanis Club.  Throughout the 
years, Jerry has served on various club committees 
and has held many different positions, such as Club 
President, Lt. Governor for Division 12, (NW KS) and 
District Governor of the Kansas District of Kiwanis.  For 
the past 20 years, Jerry has co-chaired the Kiwanis Flag 
project, which places U.S. flags in the Hays community 
on five national holidays each year.  With the help of 50 
volunteers, the club placed 1,256 flags this past Labor 
Day.  Thirty-three of those flags were on the grounds of 
TMP-Marian.  Congratulations Jerry and thank you for all 
of your help marking the flag positions for us each year 
so we can display our blue/white flags.
 1968 - James 'Jim' Billinger was featured in a photo in 
the Hays Daily News square dancing during the Shooting 
Stars monthly dance at the Reed Center in Hays.
 1968 - Guy Windholz recieved the 2019 AARP Andrus 
Award for Community Service.  The award is named 
for the founder of AARP, Ethel Percy Andrus and is the 
organization's most prestigious state volunteer award 
for community service.  Congratulations Guy!
 1969 - Brent Brady visited the alumni office and 
asked us if we remembered praying ten Our Father's, ten 
Hail Mary's and ten Glory Be's on All Soul's Day for each 
person to go from purgatory to heaven and how they 
had to go outside between each set of prayers, before 
starting all over again for the next person on their prayer 
list.  If you remember this and happen to have the prayer 
instruction, we would love to have a copy of it.
 1969 - Barbara (Braun) Ciani recently retired from 
the Park Hill School District in Kansas City, MO after 29 
years of service.  She received the Northland Chamber of 
Commerce 2017 Excellence in Education Award.  Barbara 
has two children, Sara and Keith and three grandchildren, 
Mia, Molly and Nola.  Barbara is the daughter of the late 
Marvin F. Braun & Mary Jo '49 (Rohr) Braun, her siblings 
are the late Tom '71 Braun, Terry Braun, Sue '77 (Braun) 
Leiker, Debra '79 (Braun) Pfeifer, Karla (Braun) Fisher 
and Lisa '84 (Braun) Thierer.

 1976 - Catherine 'Kathy' Hertel retired after 39 years 
of teaching.  She started her teaching career in Kansas 
for 23 years and now concludes in California with 16 
additional years.  She is looking forward to spending 
time with family and friends, serving others and being 
active in professional and community organizations.
 1978 - Dale Schmidt, manager of the VFW was 
featured in a photo and article for a barbecue fundraiser 
that benefitted the new ARC Park in Hays that is being 
organized by Sarah Meitner (wife of TMP-M Principal 
Chad Meitner) and others.  Trinity Lutheran Church and 
Downing-Nelson Oil, owners Ron Nelson (husband of 
Lila '77 [Stroup] Nelson) and Al Downing sponsored the 
barbeque.  Ron was the expert barbeque chef in charge 
of smoking the 650 pounds of meat and 72 racks of ribs.  
Mmm... we bet it was delicious!
 1979 - Patrick & Catherine Stang are proud of 
their son John Stang.  John entered his second year of 
seminary at St. John Vianney Seminary in Denver, CO in 
August, 2019.  Dr. Patrick Stang is the medical director of 
the Center for Counseling in Great Bend, KS.

The Alumni Association of
Thomas More Prep-Marian

When you move or change jobs, experience new 
beginnings and endings, challenges and successes, 
remember to share your life with your TMP-Marian 
family.  Follow our news and events at:  facebook.
com/tmpmarian, twitter.com/tmpmarian or 
check us out at www.tmp-m.org/alumni or send 
us your information to share in The Monogram 
magazine.

WE ARE A

BIG

YOU ARE AN
PART OF YOU.

EVEN BIGGER
PART

OFUS.
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 1983 - John Allen Jr. was featured in an article titled 
'Friends of the Friars' in the Fall 2019 issue of The Porter, 
a publication of the Capuchin Franciscans.  John is the 
editor and president of the independent news website 
Crux (www.CruxNow.com) and has authored a dozen 
books on the Vatican and Catholic affairs.
 1986 - Pamela (Penka) & her husband Travis Grizzell 
recently purchased the 150-year old historical Martin 
Allen home and they are in the process of renovations.  
Pam is a second grade teacher at Roosevelt and Travis is 
the debate, forensics and drama teacher at TMP-Marian.  
Pam does the costuming for the TMP-M shows that 
Travis directs, as well as their very active involvement in 
the Hays Community Theater.  Artist John Cody was the 
previous owner of this home.
 1986 - Vernon (& Ruth) Ruder announce the birth 
of their first grandchild, Ryleigh Ann Ruder on 1-15-19.  
Ryleigh's parents are Mason '10 & Tori (Mai) Ruder.  
Their son and daughter-in-law, Blake & Rachel '10 
(Weber) Ruder won $50,000 on a holiday raffle lottery 
ticket.  
 1989 - Troy & Sharon '89 (Feauto) Schulte announce 
the engagement and 11-16-2019 wedding of their 
daughter, Jordan Schulte to Nicholas Hixon, son of Troy 
and Michele Hixon.  Fr. Earl '61 Befort, O.F.M. Capuchin 
was the officiant for the mass.  Grandparents of the 
newlyweds are Robert & Carol Feauto (Head Cook, TMP 
Food Service), Gary & Bonita Schulte, Robert & the late 
Joan Gilbert, Lowell and Shirley Hixon.  Jordan coaches 
cross country at TMP-Marian.
 2000 - Tyler 'T.J.' Gottschalk was featured in an article 
titled, "Which Wyoming Cowboy wore it best?  No. 
47"  T.J. was named an All-Mountain West Conference 
Honorable Mention in 2002 and 2003.  The Kansas native 
is still ranked 10th all-time in career tackles in University 
of Wyoming school history with 334 and was chosen as 
the player to wear #47 the best!  Congratulations T.J. 
on this incredible honor!  2019 was the fourth year that 
T.J. has been the defensive coordinator for the Monarch 
football program and his wife Megan is the head coach 
for the junior high Monarch volleyball team.  Thank you 
T.J. and Megan! 
 2000 - Brian Ross & Allison Lint were united in holy 
matrimony on 6-15-19 at Good Shepherd Catholic 
Church in Shawnee, KS.  Parents of the couple are the 
late Walt 'Chuck' '65 Ross & Debbie Ross and Scott & 
Kim Lint.
 2001 - Sarah (Lang) Wasinger accepted a position 
as President/CEO of the Hays Chamber of Commerce 
and started her new job on July 1, 2019.  The Hays 
Area Chamber of Commerce works with 525 business 
investors, 50 ambassadors and 130 young professionals 
and works for the business prosperity of Hays and it's 
neighbors.

 2003 - J. Alex Herman is a candidate for the Hays USD 
489 school board and was featured in the Hays Daily 
News in a question and answer article.  Alex graduated 
from the University of Kansas in 2009 and joined his 
father's law practice in Hays after graduation.
 2005 - Philip Kuhn was featured in the Hays Daily 
News.  Phil is the department chair and an instructor 
for NCKTech and was instructing one of the culinary 
arts students on how to prepare bierocks to sale at the 
annual 2019 Oktoberfest.  Phil is also the head chef and 
owner of The Press (a restaurant in Hays).
 2008 - Ethan Schmidt & Holly Nondorf were married 
on 11-9-19 with Fr. Earl '61 Befort O.F.M. Cap. officiating.  
Parents of the couple are Dave & Janet '78 (Haselhorst) 
Schmidt and Rick & Torie Nondorf.
 2009 - Paul Flesher was part of the group of 
seminarians that met with the Sisters of St. Joseph of 
Concordia in December 2018.  The goal of the annual get-
together is to give the sisters an opportunity to meet the 
men discerning a vocation to the priesthood, learn about 
their families and callings and forge new relationships.  
(This is a correction from the last issue of The Monogram 
where Paul was identified as Mike by mistake.)  Paul is 
the son of Mike '75 and Paula Flesher. 
 2010 - Mason Ruder won the election with the most 
votes and will fill one of the positions expiring in 2019 
on the Hays City Commission.  Congratulations Mason! 
Mason currently works as an Environmental Planning 
Supervisor for Ellis County.

 Over 300 trick-or-treaters 
ghosted the halls of TMP-
Marian for the 3rd annual  
Monarch Masquerade.  

 

 The junior high academic enrichment 
classes spent some time in the TMP 
woodshop before Halloween making 
two sets of three pumpkins (above) 
to be used to decorate the halls for 
Monarch Masquerade.  The pumpkins 
were made from wood salvaged 
at the school last summer during 
construction.  
(left) Seventh 
g r a d e r s 

Macara Rohr, Tiernan Holmes, and 
Logan Geist measured the final 
board for the frame of one of the 
pumpkins.  Tiernan Holmes and 
Lucas Hess (right) were using a 
clamp and rasp to give the face 
boards a rounded edge.

Junior High
Trick-or-Treat

"Monarch Masquerade"
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 Busy, Busy, Busy was an understatement this past 
summer.  I'm calling it the "Fr. Earl '61 Befort, O.F.M. 
Capuchin" summer.  As you all know by now, the Alumni 
Golf Classic was renamed in his honor.  This was his first 
surprise.  Then July came and he celebrated 50 years 
being in the preisthood.  He spent many hours preparing 
for this special Mass which he celebrated with Bishop 
Gerald Vincke and many of his Capuchin brothers, family 
and over 500 close friends.  The Mass was at the St. Fidelis 
Basilica in Victoria, KS.  The music and choir was made up 
from many of his favorite church vocalists and musicians, 
including the group Trilogy (Jerry Schmidtberger, LeRoy 
Schmidtberger and Rick '68 Rupp), Kathy (Dreiling) Amrein, 
Cheryl Glassman and Kay (Schulte) Werth. It sounded like 
the roof opened up and the angels were singing.  The Rose 
Garden was packed for dinner and several guests took 
the microphone, congratulating and thanking him for his 
service and sharing what an important part he played in 
their lives.  His final surprise came in September, when he 
received one of the "Distinquished Alumni Awards" at the 
Homecoming banquet.
 During all of this activity, we were trying to get 
Homecoming off the ground.  This year, it was a struggle at 
first.  There wasn't any interest to get involved in planning 
some of the class reunions.  I was very frustrated as this had 
never happened to this extent so far.  I made many phone 
calls, sent out messages and emails.  I didn't want to upset 
anyone, but I kept up the barrage of phone calls.  Finally, I 
guess they were just tired of me bugging them and started 
organizing their class reunions.  I am very appreciative 
of their help and in the end, we ended up having one of 
our best reunions.  Our parade was phenominal.  From 
showcasing our Homecoming king and queen candidates, 
the class floats to all of the reunion classes on their trailers, 
it was just an incredible parade.  Troy ‘93 Ruda and I along 
with Duane and Mary ‘77 (Wilkerson) Lang visited many 
of the class parties.  We like to make the rounds and thank 
everyone for taking the time to come home.  Everyone was 
having a good time and they were well attended.  It's funny 
when some wear their cheerleading outfit, uniform and 
they still fit.  Don't we all wish ours would!  The 50-year class 
of 1969 and the 40-year class of 1979 did an excellent job 
getting their classmates back to celebrate together. Kathy 
'69 (Riedel) Petr, Charlie '69 Doerfler, Karla '79 (Schmidt) 
Ruder and Pat '79 Pfannenstiel were the class speakers 
and did a great job.  Pat Pfannenstiel really excelled much 
later that night as he showed off his smooth moves on 
the dance floor!  The class of '69 had four dads who were 
sheriffs, Ed Hauser, Hilly Schumacher, Clarence Werth and 
Ted Phillip.  How about that for a flashback and I even knew 
all of them.  The class of 1969 were freshman when I was 
a senior.  My sister Sandy '69 (Weigel) Brungardt is in this 
classs, so I know a lot of her classmates and the razzing 
was on.  Barbara '69 (Schreiner) Arnold was my little sister 
and the day we were going to initiate our little sisters, Barb 

told me that her mom wouldn't let her go out with me.  As 
I told the crowd at the banquet, I gave Mrs. Schreiner my 
best "Eddie Haskell" impression (from "Leave It To Beaver") 
- I said, "Hello Mrs. Schreiner, my you look lovely today" 
and I got a resounding "No!"  I don't know what the older 
siblings did (that would probably be Bob!), but they must 
of been doozys!  There are really some great dancers in 
these classes along with the '64 bunch, alumni board, class 
of 1977 and some of us golden alums.  Fritz '64 Basgall had 
all the women on the dance floor and the DJ kept going 
until closing time.  We showed some of our dance moves 
from yester-years, maybe not as sharp as we used to be, 
but we still got out there and danced!  On the slow songs, I 
kept going up to the couples and told them, "leave room for 
Jesus."  The camaraderie between the different age groups 
was awesome.
 In remembering our deceased, in August, the Billinger 
family received word from cousin Arlen '52 Walters that 
his brother David '68 Walters (our family hero) had passed 
away.  His fortitude through many years of adversity (after 
surviving a crippling and conquering accident), establishling 
himself with dignity and he was very accomplished in his 
chosen career.  We are sad to bid him farewell but know 
that David is now running free and joyfully to be greated 
by the Billinger's and Walters, that have gone before him.  
Rest in peace dear couisin,  I lost two more classmates, 
Fr. Mark '66 Berland and Joseph '66 Swarts Jr.  Eloise 
'Frenchie' Newell passed away and was a special friend 
and the father of Joan '65 (Newell) Palmer and another 
classmate that died to soon, Arlen '66 Newell.  Frenchie 
always kept up with our class and was such a joy to visit 
with.  He would wear dress slacks, a nice shirt and his hat, 
so I called him "dapper Frenchie."  Others that passed away 
included, Pat Fisher (Norma '66 (Leiker) Arnhold's sister), 
Dave '79 Dreiling, Edwin Pfannenstiel and Dr. Travis '94 
Pfannenstiel.  We were shocked at the tragic deaths of 
Richard 'Rick' '72 & Annie Schenk, who lost their lives in an 
airplane crash.  Rick's parents attended many ACE Auctions 
and Mary Jo donated many jars of homemade plum jelly.  
We received word on 10-3-19 that good friend Bruce '76 

Wanda's Corner

Alumni Director
Wanda '66 Billinger

Alumni President, Fr. Earl '61 Befort & Alumni Director, 
Wanda '66 (Weigel) Billinger show off the Polaris in the 
Homecoming parade that was donated to the school by  
Clem '70 Karlin.
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Lopez had passed away unexpecedly.  Bruce had just been 
here for Homecoming with his brother Alex '59 Ramirez.  
We had a nice visit with them at Thirsty's.  The most recent 
loss is our dear friend Troy Hallagin, husband of Mary '83 
(Budke) Hallagin and father of Tyler '07 Hallagin, Brianna 
'11 (Hallagin) Hargis and Tanner '16 Hallagin.  (Tanner 
served as one of our alumni office aides.)  Life is so short, 
we just never know when our day will come.  Our sympathy 
and prayers to all of our friends and their families.  Eternal 
rest, grant unto them O Lord and let perpetual light shine 
upon them.  May they rest in peace.
 Just a short note, if you haven't purchased the book, 
"The Legend Alvin "Al" Billinger" written by author, Darrell  
'61 S. Mudd, limited autographed copies are still available 
through the alumni office.  Darrell did an excellent job along 
with help from Al's children, Roxie '66 (Billinger) VonLintel, 
Alan '63 Billinger, Steve '68 Billinger and Greg '70 Billinger.  
This book is filled with memories of his war years, coaching 
seasons, stats and letters from players, students, family 
and friends.  The cost is $20.00 per book, but it really is a 
priceless treasure.
 We are gearing up for "ACE in the Wild."  We have 
had several meetings already to plan this auction with co-
chairs, Randy '74 & Nadine '74 Gottschalk and Ryan '96 
& Tia Gottschalk.  Joyce '70 Dinges and Irvin '68 & Terry 
Leiker have already ordered the decorations. We really have 
a lot of fun planning this event.  One of the issues that we 
face this year is downsizing the ACE catalog.  It has grown 
too thick to "fit through the slot" as we were informed 
by the post office.  So with that in mind, we have made 
major changes to the ads and will scale down on the oral 
auction descriptions so the mailing will be in compliance 
with postal regulations.  Fr. Earl Befort likes to say, "what a 
good problem to have..."  We love his positive attitude!
 On November 6, 2019, Advancement Director Troy ‘93 
Ruda, TMP-Marian Principal Chad Meitner and I attended 
a 'Meet & Greet' in Kansas City, MO, hosted by Tony '80 
& Kathy Rohr at the Gould-Evans building.  When Paul '82 
Pfannenstiel found out we were coming, he provided motel 
rooms for us in the Power & Light district in a building he 
had just finished remodeling.  Thank you Tony, Kathy and 
Paul for your hospitality!  We really appreciated the great 
turnout of the alumni from the Kansas City area.  
 Hoping everyone has a joyful and blessed holiday 
season.  Give thanks at thanksgiving for all of your blessings 
and celebrate Christ in Christmas this year.  Remember 
your alma mater in your prayers and when planning your 
charitable giving.  My motto will always be, we are second 
to no one and the envy of many!  Go Monarchs!

          Military & S.J.M.A. Cadets

       Military  
                    
                 Appreciation

 S.J.M.A. Cadets and all 
individuals that served in the Military, 
past or present, were invited to 
attend a chicken dinner on Thursday, 
October 10, 2019 in the TMP-Marian 
dining room.  After the meal, cadets 
and Military persons handed out 
special S.J.M.A. football jerseys to the 
TMP-Marian football players to wear 
during the Friday night game.

   Pictured above from top down, then left to right) Paulette 
'67 Reichert & Jeff Heimann #84; Stan Dreiling & Kooper 
Hudsonpillar #26; Jason Schmidt & Jace Lang #2; Jeff Lowe 
& Harrison Lowe #20, Mike '66 Gnad & Tathen Lovewell 
#54 and bottom left, Larry '73 Reichert, Lucas Kraus #70 & 
Harold Kraus.
 The Friday evening football game against the Norton 
Bluejays was another extremely cold evening which cut 
down on the size of the crowd and participants.   TMP-
Marian Athletic Director Troy ‘89 Schulte, Principal Chad 
Meitner, Advancement Director Troy '93 Ruda and Vice 
Principal Bob '75 Leikam led the honorees out onto the 
football field at half-time to the patriotic tunes of the 
TMP-M marching band and the vocal accompaniment of 
the TMP Singers as they sang the melodies for each branch 
of the service.
 Thank you to all of our heroes, military, police, fire and 
all first responders!  May God bless you for your service 
and please know that we appreciate YOU!
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TMP-Marian Grotto 
gets a new Archway 

 Leon's Welding & Fabrication of Hays did an incredible job 
designing and building a new archway for the entrance to the 
grotto.  The old archway was in bad shape and ready to collapse.  
Leon & Melinda '84 (Dome) Pfannenstiel are the owners of 
Leon's Welding & Fabrication.  They have donated sturdy, eye-
catching benches and other items for the ACE Auction that are 
always popular.
 The gateway was funded in part by the Robert 'Bob' Ziegler 
Memorial and included a large discount from Leon's Welding & 
Fabrication.  It is already a "work of art", but future plans include 
adding some type of climbing plant to add a burst of color to 
the entrance.  Bob Ziegler is the late husband of Rosie Ziegler 
and the father of Beverly ‘78 (Ziegler) (& Craig) DuBois, Karla 
‘80 (Ziegler) (& Don) Ezell, Lori ‘83 (Ziegler) (& Scott) Hancock, 
Janel ‘84 (Ziegler) (& Russ ‘80) Ruder and Roberta ‘86 Ziegler (& 
Robert Padilla).

(Class Notes Continued)
 2013 - Hannah (Dreiling) and her husband 
Nick '15 Schmidt announce the birth of 
their daughter Cora Sue Schmidt on 6-23-
19.  Proud grandparents are the late Frank 
D. Dreiling, Kathy (Schulte Dreiling) & Allen 
Amrein and Allen '71 & Ellen Sue Schmidt.
 2014 - Levi Dreiling graduated from Kansas 
State University in Kansas State University 
in the summer of 2019 with a Bachelor of 
Science in Agriculture.  Levi was honored as 
the Outstanding Senior in Horticulture.
 2017 - Morgan Choitz, a FHSU graphic 
design student, designed T-shirts for fund-
raising while working as an intern at the 
Grassroots Art Center in Lucas.  Morgan 
and fellow alums were honored in the Dane 
G. Hansen Foundation "Northwest Kansas 
Today" for their business acumen.   Halle '18 
Lang launched her own business, Ideal Film 
Co. while still at TMP-M and her younger 
brother, Ethan '19 Lang followed in her 
footsteps by launching an Instagram page 
for his business, Making Cents of Finance.  
Congratulations!
 While we strive to be as accurate as possible 
with our "Deaths" and "Class Notes" section 
of the Monogram, unfortunately, mistakes do 
happen.  Much of our news comes from the local 
newspaper and others are submitted  by you or 
researched by our office staff.  Should you notice 
an error, please bring it to the attention of our 
office and we will print a correction in the next 
Monogram.  Our sincere apologies and thanks 
for your understanding.

You Called and 
We Came Running!
 In November we visited our 
Monarch supporters in the Kansas 
City area.  
 Alumni Director, Wanda '66 
Billinger, Principal, Chad Meitner, 
and Advancement Director, Troy 
'93 Ruda gathered with about 
30 Kansas City area Monarchs to 
catch up and share stories. It was 
a great time! Thank you to Tony 
'80 Rohr and wife, Kathy for their 
gracious hospitality by providing 
GouldEvans Architecture as the 
venue. Another big thanks to 
Paul '82 Pfannenstiel for the 
accommodations at Holiday 
Inn Express, where he was the 
general contractor on their recent 
renovation!
 More events like this are being 
planned. Contact Troy in the 
Advancement office if you would 
like to help arrange a local reception near you!
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100 years old and still 
going strong!  Cyril '39C 
Schmeidler celebrated his 
century birthday at Via 
Christi with his children on 
October 7, 2019.  He was 
born on October 7, 1919 
to John & Emma (Wolf) 

Schmeidler.  He is a 1939 graduate 
of St. Joseph's College & Military 
Academy.

   Cyril married his first wife, Mildred 
'40 Karlin (a graduate of Girls Catholic 
High School) on June 7, 1943 and she 
passed away in 1972.  They had gotten 
married before Cyril left for Europe to 
serve the nation in WW II.  He married 
his second wife, Alice Unrein, in 1975.  
She died on April 10, 2019.  Cyril has 
been a resident at Via Christi in Hays 
since early 2019. 

   Cyril and Mildred had four sons and all are graduates 
of TMP-Marian's predecessors.  Neal '66  (& Lorinda) 
Schmeidler, Phil '67 (& Brenda '69 Dinkel) Schmeidler and 
Michael '70 (& Cheryl) Schmeidler all graduated from St. 
Joseph's Military Academy. Lloyd '72 (& Brenda) Schmeidler 
graduated from TMP.  Michael and his wife Cheryl, have 
four children, Jennifer '00 (Schmeidler) Carsey, Clayton '02 
Schmeidler, Julie '07 (Schmeidler) Ummel and Stephanie 

Centenarian
Cyril 
Schmeidler 
Junior College '39

'09 (Schmeidler) Schneider that 
graduated from TMP-Marian.  Phil's 
wife Brenda '69 (Dinkel) Schmeidler 
worked in the TMP-Marian kitchen 
for many years and is now employed 
at Holy Family Elementary as a para.  
Mike and Phil live locally and along 
with their wives, have helped with 
past ACE auctions and Cyril's family 
continues to support their alma mater.  
Cyril's descendants, in addition to his 

four sons, include 12 grandchildren, 26 great-grandchildren 
and one great-great-grandson.
  
 In World War II, he served in the Seventh Corp as a 
clerk typist in the European Theatre.  After the war, he 
returned to the Catherine area of Ellis County and became 
a farmer.  Some years ago, he told his son Lloyd, "that he 
was happiest 'on the tractor'."  Along with farming, Cyril 
briefly taught elementary school at the Severin School in 
the late 1940s, was a Catherine Township Trustee, was 
an insurance salesman for many years, managed Victoria 
Grain Company in the mid-1970s and served on the parish 
council of St. Catherine's Church in Catharine, KS.    

In addition to the birthday parties held for their dad on 
October 6th and his actual birthday of October 7th, his 
family had a "card shower" for him. The last count of 
the cards and greetings received was over 112, including 
greetings from President Donald Trump, U.S. Senator Jerry 
Moran, Kansas Governor Laura Kelly and a proclamation 
from the Ellis County Commissioners delivered by County 
Commissioner Dean Haselhorst.  Happy 100th Birthday 
Cyril!  Congratulations on a long eventful life and the 
legacy of an incredible family.  May God's blessings be with 
you and your descendants always.

 Special thanks to Lloyd Schmeidler & Cheryl Schmeidler 
for their help compiling the information and photos!

Cyril & Mildred 
Schmeidler

Cyril & Mildred Schmeidler Family
(L-R) Phil, Cyril, Lloyd, Mildred, Neal & Michael Schmeidler

Cyril & Alice 
Schmeidler

John Schmeidler Family
(Back L-R) Celly '41 Schmeidler, Cyril '39C Schmeidler, 
Gilbert Schmeidler & Harold '44 Schmeidler; (Front) Sr. 
Solana (Edna) Schmeidler, their father John Schmeidler 
& Fidelia '38 (Schmeidler) Herbert (Not included in this 
photo:  Solana '36 (Schmeidler) Moore [dec. 1979])
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(Above) Fr. Ryan McCandless, School Chaplain and Bill Meagher 
pause their discussion while a photo was taken of Fr. Ryan's new 
office.  The west section of the old 'library or CFR' that had many 
smaller rooms were converted into private offices for Fr. Ryan, 
Junior High Vice Principal, Bob '75 Leikam (bottom right two 
photos), and Junior High Counselor Brittany '08 Lang (bottom 
left).  There was space left over to host a storage area for student 
backpacks (top right) and a first aid room (center right).  Also 
completed but not photographed are two additional men's 
restrooms on the second and third floors in the east wing.  The 
completion of these projects were funded by the 2017 and 2018 
ACE Auction Item #60.

School Improvements
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 Teacher, Melissa Schoepf brought her class and 
invited others to the new Learning Commons to 
veiw "Hanging Out with the Robot at HaysMed 
LIVE Facebook Event."  The da Vinci Xi Surgical 
Robot is at the forefront of cutting edge surgical 
care.  This purchase was made possible by 
generous support from the Dane G. Hansen 
Foundation and HaysMed Foundation.
 The new Fr. Blaine Burkey Learning Commons 
is filled everyday with multiple classes and 
smaller groups working on different projects.  The students love the 
change of atmosphere and furniture options outside of the formal 
traditional classroom model as demonstrated in the above and 
bottom right photos.  The photo below is of Carol Brull's new junior 
high classroom on the third floor.  It was  created from the east 
one-third of the old library (CFR) and is the new model for future 
classroom renovations.  With the addition of this classroom space, 
the entire seventh and eighth grade classes are now located on the 
third floor in the east wing.  This has made changing classes eaisier 
without having to do the stairs and has given them their own area 
in the building without mixing with the high school students.  They 
still have P.E. and band classes in the fieldhouse and can utilize the 
new Fr. Blaine Burkey Learning Commons.
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Sports Booster Club
On-Line Store

 Are you looking for TMP-Marian spiritwear or maybe  
some Christmas and birthday gifts?  Here is shopping 
made easy!  Just go on-line to www.shop.tmp-m.org for a 
complete showing of Sports Booster Club items, place your 
order and then pick it up at your convenience in the alumni 
office or at a home basketball game.  Shipping is available 
for out of town purchases.
 The alumni office also has a display (photo) that you 
can look at and they can fill your order while you wait, if 
you stop by between the hours of 8:00 a.m. to 4:30 p.m. 
(Monday-Friday).  The alumni office is located in the west 
wing of the building right around the corner from the 
Marian Chapel.  

 The annual bierock sale was on Friday, October 25, 
2019 with over 60 volunteers participating.  Over 411 
dozen bierocks were sold and 170 containers of cookie 
dough with a net profit of $13,846.00.  We appreciate all 
the volunteers and individuals that made or purchased 
these bierocks.  
 Our wonderful cooks make chocolate chip cookie 
dough all year round for sale.  Just contact the TMP-M 
kitchen anytime you need to restock your freezer!  All 
proceeds from the bierock and cookie dough sales go 
into the school transportation fund.   

Bierocks! Bus Update
 This year at ACE 2019, you helped raise over 
$420,000 with Item 60! We are happy to update you 
that with these funds, renovations were completed 
this summer to move the junior high completely to 
the third floor and the high school to floors one and 
two! The new activity bus is currently in production 
with an estimated delivery date in March of 2020! 
We will share photos when it arrives and hopefully 
will have tours available at ACE 2020!

Your generosity to ACE 2019 Item 60 allowed us to 
accomplish these goals and to purchase furnishings 
for the Learning Commons! THANK YOU!!!

Data Base Issues
Please forgive us!

Last March, Gift Works, the database that we use 
to record gifts and other information about our 
Alumni and supporters, exceeded the size that the 
software could handle. As a result, we were not 
able to update information or gifts received. This 
also affected the ability to issue receipts.

A change to the database, especially one that had 
worked so well, was not something we wanted 
to take on. So we made due while we researched 
other options and confirmed that a new solution 
was needed.

Advancement Director, Troy '93 Ruda and Sandy '82 
(Leiker) Losey have been working with Blackbaud's 
Raiser's Edge, the leading development software 
solution, to transition from Gift Works but it 
has not been a smooth process!  Data has been 
transferred and bugs are being worked out and will 
continue to be addressed as they are identified. 
We are now working daily to enter the gifts and 
information received since June in preparation for 
end-of-year reporting to you. 

Please accept our sincerest apologies for any 
inconvenience this may have caused you. In this 
process, if we failed to properly say "thank you," 
please know that we are most appreciative of all 
you do for Thomas More Prep-Marian.  We know 
that this improvement in our capabilities will 
improve the many ways that we work together for 
the future of TMP-Marian.
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Father Michael '92 Leiker
     Ordination at
Sacred Heart 
   Cathedral

 Michael '92 Leiker was ordained into the priesthood 
on September 14, 2019 at the Sacred Heart Cathedral 
in Salina, Kansas by Bishop Jerry Vincke.  This ordination 
was the first time that Bishop Vincke imposed hands in 
ordination as a bishop.  
 We would like to share the following segment from the 
September 27, 2019 Catholic Diocese of Salina newspaper, 
"The Register".    
 Bishop Vincke began his homily with an apology.  "I 
want to apologize to all of you for the delay in Michael's 
ordination, for any inconvenience this may have caused 
you including financially because of the change of date." 
Bishop Vincke said.  "I ask for your forgiveness."  Originally 
planned for June, Father Leiker's ordination was re-
scheduled for Sept. 14 -- the feast of The Triumph of the 
Cross.
 "It's very fitting you're getting ordained this day," Bishop 
Vincke said.  "The cross represents suffering, but it also 
represents redemption.  You know as well as anyone that 
suffering.  That taking up your cross and following Jesus 
hasn't always been easy.  It's been difficult, but you also 
know it leads to redemption and salvation."
 Taking on the cross means fusing one's life to Christ, 
the bishop said.  "It means that when you are celebrating 
Mass, you are united with Jesus who offers himself to the 
Father," Bishop Vincke said.  "It also means those words 
that you say are not only Jesus' words, but they're going 
to be your words, 'This is my body, I'm giving it all to you.'  
Everything I've got.  Every ounce of blood will be poured 
out to the people in love."

 There is also a very 
powerful video posted 
on youtube, that can 
be accessed by going to 
youtube and searching 
for "Priestly Ordination- 
Fr. Mike Leiker 9.14.19".  
We recommend you 
take a few minutes out 
of your day to view this.  
Bishop Jerry Vincke 
does the voiceover for the video and it is very spiritually 
uplifting.
 Fr. Mike is the son of Dolores '53  (Schmidt) and the 
late Delbert Leiker.  His siblings are Gail '75 (Leiker) (& Tim 
'75) Staab, Rick '77 (& Glenda '79 Werth) Leiker, Brenda 
'78 (Leiker) (& Tom Sp'77) Berens, Lisa '80 (Leiker) (& 
Steve) Cunningham and Sandy '82 (Leiker) (& Jim) Losey.  
He graduated from Thomas More Prep-Marian in 1992, 
before attending Fort Hays State University, where he 
completed his bachelor's and master's degrees.  He went 
on to teach for eight years at Pittsburg State University in 
southeast Kansas.  Mike entered Sacred Heart Seminary 
and School of Theology in Hales Corner, Wisconsin as a 
40-year-old seminarian for the Salina Diocese.
 Fr. Leiker offered his First Mass of Thanksgiving on 
September 15, 2019 at St. Joseph Parish (his home 
parish) in Hays, Kansas to a packed and standing room 
only crowd.  His first parish assignment is at Sacred Heart 
Parish and School in Colby where he has been since 
August.
 We congratulate Fr. Mike Leiker and ask all alumni to 
keep him and all of our clergy in your prayers as they 
follow the life of Christ and live a life of service.

CATHOLIC DIOCESE 
OF SALINA

Photos by HeartlandPhotography.Org



32

 TMP-Marian partnered again with the Diocese of 
Salina for #iGiveCatholic. This campaign is focused on 
the national day of giving, Giving Tuesday, December 
3rd. #iGiveCatholic is aimed at creating engagement 
in our Catholic missions. The #iGiveCatholic webpage 
for TMP-Marian made it easy and efficient to make a 
monetary donation to benefit the mission of Catholic 
education. Information regarding #iGiveCatholic was 
shared on tmp-m.org, Facebook, and email. 

 The majority of the Parishes, Schools, and Non-
Profits in the diocese participated but we were 
especially blessed with a $50,000 matching gift 
provided by 24/7 Travel Stores restricted to diocesan 
Catholic schools and the Seminarian Education Fund. 

 At the time of this publication, the results of 
#iGiveCatholic had not been received but over 
$40,000 (including matching funds) had been raised 
between TMP-M and Holy Family Elementary.  All 
gifts made through #iGiveCatholic benefited the St. 
Thomas More Society, the second-largest fund for the 
support of TMP-Marian and Holy Family Elementary. 
Thank you to 24/7 Travel Stores and everyone who 
gave generously to TMP-Marian with #iGiveCatholic!



Feist Estate Benefits the 
Future of  TMP-Marian

 Jim '43 Feist, SJMA Cadet, passed away October 4, 2017, and 
out of love for his school, he left a portion of his estate to TMP-
Marian. This estate gift of $270,500.00 invested in the TMP-
Marian Endowment Foundation was received  July, 2019 and will 
live on in perpetuity in support of TMP-Marian and its mission of 
spiritual growth, academic excellence, and spiritual formation.
 

 Members of the Jean Ross Society are individuals that have 
developed an estate plan or deferred gift arrangement with 
Thomas More Prep-Marian High School, Holy Family Elementary 
School, the TMP-Marian Endowment Foundation, or Alumni 
Association. These benefactors have had the forethought to 
ensure that their passion for Catholic education continues after 
their passing. We are forever grateful to members of the Jean 
Ross Society for their eternal dedication.
 

 Estate gifts and gifts made in memory of a loved one generally 
are placed into the TMP-Marian Endowment Foundation. Similar 
to other funding mechanisms to the school such as ACE and the 
St. Thomas More Society, the Endowment Foundation is made up 
of funds that are restricted for specific purposes or unrestricted 
for the operational use of the school. Different, however, is 
that the funds within the endowment are generally invested 
and protected with only a small percentage available for use 
by the school each year. As the value of the endowment grows, 
the higher the value of the allowed distribution to the school. 
Currently, the endowment is valued at approximately $8M and is 
securely in place for the future stability of TMP-Marian.

 If you would like to learn more about the Endowment 
Foundation or Jean Ross Society, inform the school of your estate 
plan, or gather information on remembering TMP-Marian in your 
plan, please contact the Advancement Office, advancement@
tmpmarian.org or (785) 621-5427.  

 And finally, we thank Mr. Feist for his perpetual gift to Catholic 
education and we pray for him as we do for all of our alumni and 
friends who have preceded us to their heavenly reward.
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Advancement Director
Troy '93 Ruda

Many great things are happening at the school since 
my last message to you. Exciting things that come 
along with being a part of a school as vibrant at TMP-
Marian.

Improved Database
We've had some growing pains in the office in the 
last half of this year. "Growing" because the school's 
number of supporters has exceeded the capabilities 
of our database software and "painful" because the 
transition to a new, more robust solution has been 
lengthy. We are happy to report that our migration 
to Raiser's Edge is nearing completion and we are 
actively recording  your gifts received since June. 
We are confident that Raiser's Edge will enable us to 
connect better and be a more efficient Advancement 
office for the school. Thank you for your patience as 
we continue to improve.

New Event Planner
At the beginning of November, 
we welcomed Kim Stoecklein to 
our team as a dedicated Event 
Planner. Kim will work with the 
Alumni office on ACE, the Black-
Tie Dinner and Homecoming 
as well as lead other projects 
that greet and engage our 
supporters. Kim is married to 
Chad '02 Stoecklein and is the 
mother of four, three of which 

attend Holy Family Elementary. The fourth will be 
there soon. Welcome, Kim to TMP-Marian!

TMP-Marian Site Plan
Our School Advisory Council in cooperation with 
many school stakeholders has completed a site plan 
for the school. This plan forecasts the current and 
future needs and wants of the building and grounds 
both inside and out. Lofty exterior items on the plan 
include an additional gymnasium and improved 
football/track facilities. More pressing needs are also 
included in the plan such as updated classrooms, 
pavement replacement, and tuckpointing. This plan 
lets us improve the campus in a measured approach 
that will keep TMP-M facilities in line with its storied 

reputation of excellence for years to come. Contact 
me for details of the site plan and the prioritization of 
the projects. 

Center for Advancement
Included on the site plan is the Center for Advancement. 
This project is one born out of your engagement with 
and love for TMP-Marian, its history, current students, 
and future. In its now 111-year history, TMP-Marian and 
every version that came before has been supported by 
an intense belief in a Catholic, private school offering. 
Whether you are a cadet from SJMA, graduated St. 
Joseph's College, Marian High, Girls Catholic High,  
St. Francis Seminary, TMP, or TMP-Marian you have 
memories that live in these halls. Maybe you never 
attended the school but your children or grandchildren 
attended. Regardless of what makes you a Monarch, 
there is a place for you at 1701 Hall.

We will be reappointing the northwest wing of the 
second floor, current home to a classroom and 
advancement, endowment and alumni offices. This 
expansion will enlarge the alumni office, reposition 
the advancement and endowment offices, and create 
a general use meeting space. But more importantly, 
the expansion will allow for dedicated recognition of 
the philanthropy that has made this school possible. 
The generosity of generations will be showcased. 
Tribute stories of dedicated faculty and staff, Jean 
Ross, Capuchin priests and religious sisters, Leo J.  
and Albina Dreiling, Bob and Pat Schmidt, Jacob and 
Anna Schmidt, and Jack 1940-1942C Schramm will 
be among the many that are told here. Excellence 
in action will encompass the center with acclaim for 
builders of the endowment and St. Thomas More 
Society. 

We don't live in the past; we learn from it and give 
back. These stories of philanthropy are meant to 
inspire our students and all those who visit to a lifestyle 
of charitable giving. As funds become available, a 
speaker series that enhances our curriculum will be 
developed. This will provide external expert-level 
resources for our instructors to use in the education 
of our Monarchs. 
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The great news is that of the estimated $200,000 
of constructions costs, nearly all has been pledged 
or received. Additional funds will be needed for 
technology and furnishings. It is important to note that 
no school operating or capital funds are being used 
for this project. The aim is to give this project to the 
school as an investment in the future. If you would like 
to be a part of this meaningful gift, please contact me 
and we can discuss the details.

Family Business
I will give credit to my predecessor, Jeff '94 Brull for 
an idea coming from a conversation we had just this 
week. While the business of TMP-Marian is running 

soundly on an established budget, vision plan, policies, 
and procedures - the business similarities end there. 
Jeff was right when he reminded me that the business 
of TMP-Marian is done at the family dinner table. This 
is where students and parents discuss the day in the 
classroom or in the field of competition. This is where 
passionate supporters debate the latest TMP-M news 
item or share laughter and tears over memories or 
classmates gone too soon. The family dinner table 
is where the real business of TMP-Marian is done, 
where prayers are offered and support is pledged. 
You are each a part of the "family business" because 
you are each "Forever-A-Monarch."
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Rejoice!

For unto you is born this day in the city of David

a Savior, who is CHRIST THE LORD.   LUKE 2:11


