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2015 
Homecoming 
Grand Marshals

Leroy ‘67 & Linda ‘68 Riedel
It is with great affection and pride that 

we introduce the 2015 Homecoming Grand 
Marshals - Leroy ‘67 & Linda ‘68 (Gottschalk) 
Riedel.  After graduating from St. Joseph’s 
Military Academy, Leroy served 3 years in the 
army.  He then worked for the phone company 
and was transferred to multiple locations 
including Kansas, New Mexico, Arizona and 
Texas.  Linda graduated from Marian High 
School and owned a children’s clothing store 
in Colby, KS called “The Sand Castle.”  In New 
Mexico, she worked at KG Men’s Store, and in 
Arizona Linda worked at Arizona Title Company 
as an escrow officer.  After being in Texas 
just a short time in 1980, Linda’s father Ray 
Gottschalk became ill and they moved back 
to Hays.  Leroy became the owner/operator of 
Don’s Sewer and Drain Cleaning Service and 
Linda worked at Hays Medical Center.  In 1983, 
the couple purchased Master Cleaners and 
after 30 years in the dry cleaning business, 
they sold their business to Linda’s nephew 
Ryan ‘96 Gottschalk and his wife Tia.

As owners of Master Cleaners, Leroy and 
Linda were happy to donate their services free 
to all churches, Catholic schools and clergy 
members.  They have passed this legacy of 
generosity on to their nephew Ryan, as well.

Leroy and Linda have two daughters.  Their 
eldest is Tonya ‘89 (Riedel) and her husband 
Grady ‘90 Knoll who have two children, Shelby 
Sp’18 Knoll and Dustin Knoll at Holy Family 
Elementary.  The second daughter Tara Sp’91 

(Riedel) and her husband Sheldon Amador 
have five children/step-children: Ashley Sp’11 
(Zimmerman) and husband Trevor Stipe, 
Chelsea ‘13 Zimmerman, Dylan ‘16 Zimmerman, 
Bree Pickerell and Evan Amador. 

Leroy is a fourth degree member of the 
Knights of Columbus and has served on the 
traveling 3rd degree team, participated in 
the Tootsie Roll Drive, Federal Emergency 
Management Agency (FEMA) as a first 
responder to disasters, the Red Cross and as a  
softball coach.  

Linda is a member of the Daughters of 
Isabel, taught evening religion classes in her 
parish, volunteers at Holy Family activities, is 
a Brownie troop leader and a bell ringer for the 
Red Cross.  She has also helped with TMP-M 
and Immaculate Heart of Mary soup suppers, 
Project Graduations and the TMP-M plays.  
Linda was President of Beta Sigma Phi sorority 
and a member of the Altar Society.

Leroy and Linda have held the annual 
coat drive and provided thousands of coats to 
those in need over the years.  They donate to 
the Northwest Kansas Family Shelter, Humane 
Society, Mary Elizabeth Maternity Home, 
Tuxedos for Musicals, Home Tours and the 
ACE Auction. 

Congratulations Leroy and Linda on being 
chosen 2015 Homecoming Grand Marshals.  
We appreciate all you have done and continue 
to do for the Catholic churches, schools and 
the Hays Community!
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Homecoming 
September 17, 18 & 19, 2015

 Has your class started planning a reunion for this fall?  It is not too late to get the ball rolling; just contact the alumni 
office for an updated class listing and information.  We welcome everyone to come back and attend as many of the 
Homecoming activities as possible.  Leroy ‘67 and Linda ‘68 (Gottschalk) Riedel will be honored as the Grand Marshals for 
the Homecoming events.  Each year, your Alumni Association features the 50-year, 40-year and 25-year classes as ‘Honor’ 
classes, which will be the Class of 1965, Class of 1975 and the Class of 1990.  They will have their class photo panel in 
the Hays Daily News and their deceased classmates honored at the Mass for Deceased Alumni on Saturday, along with 
speakers at the Alumni Banquet at the Rose Garden Banquet Hall (former Fanchon).  We love to hear the great stories and 
enjoy the antics they provide for everyone’s entertainment.  The classes celebrating and their Friday night locations are 
listed below:

 60-Year Class of 1955 - Thirsty’s   55-Year Class of 1960 - Gutch’s
 50-Year Class of 1965 - VFW (South)  45-Year Class of 1970 - Location Undecided
 40-Year Class of 1975 - Jalisco’s   35-Year Class of 1980 - Unknown
 30-Year Class of 1985 - Rose Garden (Hadley) 25-Year Class of 1990 - Golden Q
 20-Year Class of 1995 - Gella’s   15-Year Class of 2000 - Location Undecided
 10-Year Class of 2005 - Brass Rail       5-Year Class of 2010 - Location Undecided

 Everyone is invited to attend the Homecoming events listed below, with the exception of the St. Thomas More Society 
Reception that will be held on Thursday evening.  This event is by special invitation only.                                                                         

HOMECOMING SCHEDULE OF EVENTS

Thursday, September 17, 2015
 5:30 - 7:30 p.m. St. Thomas More Society Reception
    By special invitation only for STMS 2014-2015 donors of 
    $1,000.00 or more
   7:00 p.m. Blessing Fall Sports, Introduction of Homecoming 
    Candidates, Pep Rally & Bon Fire

Friday, September 18, 2015
    9:00 a.m. Open House, School Tours
    4:00 p.m. Parade Lineup - School Campus
    5:30 p.m. Parade (vehicles leave school grounds at 5:25 p.m.)
    7:00 p.m. Football Game, TMP-Marian vs. Smith Center - Lewis Field
    9:00 p.m. Individual Class Reunions (See locations listed above.)

Saturday, September 19, 2015
    8:00 a.m. 5K Walk/Run With The Herd - School Campus
  10:00 a.m. Coffee & Conversation, TMP-M School Lobby
  11:00 a.m. Deceased Alumni Mass, Marian Chapel
  12:00 p.m. Dutch Lunch, TMP-M Dining Room (Free Will Offering)
    5:30 p.m. Banquet/Dance, Rose Garden Ball Room

Honoring

50 Years 
Class of 1965

40 Years
Class of 1975

25 Years
Class of 1990

Homecoming Banquet Ticket Order Form Enclosed.  
Contact information for motels is also listed on the back side of the order form 

and available at tmp-m.org/homecoming.
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 Bring the family for an incredibly fun-filled weekend  
with something for everyone.  Join us on Thursday evening, 
September 17th for the blessing of fall sports, introduction 
of Homecoming candidates, pep rally and a spectacular 
bon fire (weather permitting).
 Some of the individual classes have golf outings 
planned for Thursday and Friday.  If you are not a golfer, 
come on out to tour the school on Friday or visit us in the 
alumni office for refreshments.  All floors are now accessible 
to everyone with the new elevator (the elevator entrance 
is located at the northeast corner of the school building).  
At 4:00 p.m., your alumi staff and board will begin lining up 
the parade which leaves school around 5:25 p.m. in order 
to reach Main Street by 5:30 p.m.  Traffic through campus 
will be restricted to one entrance only through the Victory 
Gates and one exit only at the 17th Street entrance during 
the parade line-up.  After the parade, meet us at Lewis Field 
(FHSU) for the  football game as the TMP-Marian Monarchs 
take on the Smith Center Redmen.  Advance tickets for 
the football game will be available in the Alumni Office 
and from Sports Booster Club members walking around 
the parade line-up.  Those tickets are $4.00 for adults, 
$3.00 for students and under 5 are free.  At half-time, the 
Homecoming King and Queen will be crowned along with 
the introduction of the Grand Marshals, Points of Light and 
the Jack Schramm Spirit Award recipients.  Immediately 
following the game, individual class reunion gatherings will 
be held all over Hays.  The locations are listed to the left 
and will also be included in the football program.
 On Saturday, September 19th, the 5K/Run With The 
Herd will take off at 8 a.m.  Visit our web-site for participation 
forms and sign-up information or contact Jeff Brull at 
brullj@hfetmpm.org or 785-625-6577.  At 10:00 a.m. there 
will be coffee and conversation in the main hallway of the 
school before mass.  The Mass for Deceased Alumni begins 
at 11 a.m. with Fr. Earl ‘61 Befort, O.F.M. Cap. celebrating.  
If your class has a priest and he would like to con-celebrate 
this mass with Fr. Earl, we would love to have him.  Contact 
Fr. Earl to arrange at beforte@hfetmpm.org or the Alumni 
Office at 785-625-9434.  After mass, the Dutch Lunch will 
be served in the TMP-Marian dining hall with a free will 
offering.  On the menu will be homemade green bean 
dumpling and chicken noodle soups, along with turkey and 
ham on homemade buns, pasta salads, etc.  This is always 
a delicious meal prepared by our very own kitchen staff.  
Banquet tickets ($20.00/person) will also be available in 
the alumni office for those that still wish to attend, but we 
do prefer these tickets to be purchased in advance if at all 
possible so we can give the banquet hall a head count for 
meal preparation.  Following the lunch, kick back and catch 
your breath before attending the alumni banquet and 
dance at the Rose Garden Ball Room (previously known 
as the Fanchon).  Dance music will be provided by Verlin 
Honas of Verlin’s DJ Service.   

 Check out the enclosed insert for your HOMECOMING 
banquet/dance ticket information, the Official Ballot for 
Alumni President and Vice President, and the Annual 
Membership Information form/Monogram Information 
form (on the back side) with a return envelope.

Sports Booster Club Notes

 Each year the TMP-Marian Sports Booster Club hosts its 
annual Sports Booster Club Raffle on the Saturday before 
Thanksgiving.  Raffle tickets are $100 each and prizes range 
from $4,000 in cash to $200 in gift certificates along with 
numerous door prizes given throughout the evening.  

The 2014 prize winners were:
$4,000 Cash - Rod ‘88 Brin
$2,000 Cash - Kenny ‘51 Schmeidler
$1,000 Cash - Kristin Kosmicki
$1,000 Cash - Gary Dean
$500 Cash - Dan Hess
$500 Cash - Fritz Durall
$500 Cash - Bernice Hammerschmidt
$500 Cash - Dan ‘65 Jacobs
Kuhn’s Jewelers  Diamond Neckace - Ryan ‘96 Gottschalk
Apple iPad - Joe ‘12 Roth
GPS TomTom Start - Mike ‘76 & Denise Brull
$200 Wal-Mart Gift Card - Tracy Fellhoelter
$100 Dillons Script/$100 HFE Script - Neil ‘90 Gottschalk

 Sports Booster Club members run the concessions during 
home events and supply volunteers to work the gates at athletic 
events when necessary.  Funds raised by Sports Booster Club 
go to help support all athletic programs at TMP-M, primarily 
by providing for the purchase of sports uniforms.  The current 
Sports Booster Club officers are:  Joe Koenigsman, president; 
Kent ‘86 Werth, vice president; Wanda Fouts, secretary; and 
Anne ‘85 (Kisner) Zimmerman, Treasurer.  For membership 
information, see the “Annual Membership Information” form 
enclosed in this publication.  

5

Are you interested in serving on 
the Alumni Board?

 We are always looking for new alumni to serve on 
the alumni board of the Alumni Association of Thomas 
More Prep-Marian.  Board members attend monthly 
board meetings, assist with Homecoming activities, 
Black Tie Dinner, Golf Classic and ACE Auction.   

 If you would be interested in having your name 
placed on this year’s ballot, please notify the alumni 
office staff at 785-625-9434 or email them at alumni@
hfetmpm.org.  
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Thomas More Prep-Marian 
Announces New Principal
 Thomas More Prep-Marian is pleased to announce Chad Meitner of Dodge City, 
Kansas as principal beginning this summer.  Meitner will be taking over for Kathy 
Taylor who has filled the role for the past two academic years as interim principal.
 Meitner is a 1997 graduate of Friends University and received his MS in 
Education from the University of Kansas in 2001.  He currently serves as principal of 
Sacred Heart Cathedral Catholic School (PK-8) in Dodge City, Kan., a position he has 
held since 2010.  Prior to that Meitner served as a world language instructor and 
coach at Sacred Heart Jr./Sr. High School in Salina, Kansas.  Meitner has also taught 
in Orange County, Florida and McLouth, Kansas, north of Lawrence.
 Chad and his wife Sarah have five children: Julia (10), Henry (9), Charles (6), Leo 

(4) and Abraham (1).  Julia, Henry, Charles and Leo will attend Holy Family Elementary, 
while Leo will attend the preschool at HFE.

 “My vision for every Catholic school is that it thrives and passes on its irreplaceable style of education to future 
leaders in our Church and community.  We are stewards of this great trust and blessed to carry out its mission,” said 
Meitner.  
 Thomas More Prep-Marian has undergone many changes during the last century, but has always maintained its 
central philosophy of a Christ-centered education.  Now under the direction of the Salina Diocese and the Heartland 
Parishes of Hays, Antonino, Catharine, Munjor and Schoenchen, TMP-Marian stands as the largest Catholic Junior/
Senior High school in the diocese and is the only one in western Kansas.  

Chad Meitner

Devout Catholic Family Serves Country, Capuchin Farm &  School

 Mike and Eva Pfannenstiel had twelve children and were featured in an article in the Hays Daily News and also the Ellis 
County Star.  They had nine sons and three daughters, in order from oldest to youngest:  1) Marcella (Pfannenstiel) Eickbush, 
2) Victor Pfannanstiel, 3) Eddie Pfannenstiel, 4) Ted Pfannenstiel, 5) Clarence Pfannenstiel, 6) Martina (Pfannenstiel) Staab, 
7) Julius “Julie” Pfannenstiel, 8) Paul Pfannenstiel; 9) Frank ‘46 Pfannenstiel, 10) Walter Pfannenstiel, 11) Marvin ‘50 
Pfannenstiel and 12) Agnes “Aggie” ‘51 (Pfannenstiel) Miller.  Out of their twelve children, eight of their sons served their 
country in the miltary.  Eddie, Ted, Clarence, Paul, Walter and Marvin all served in the Army, while Frank served in the 
Marine Corp. and Julie served in the Navy.  All eight brothers were called up for the draft.  Their eldest brother Victor was 
considered beyond the age of service.  Many of the younger siblings helped their father work the Capuchin Farm.  They 
raised cattle, pigs and grain for use at SJMA.  Eddie, Martina and Aggie also worked in the school kitchen at different times 
throughout the years. 

Paul Pfannenstiel Frank Pfannenstiel Marvin Pfannenstiel

(L-R Back) Eddie, Julie, Ted, Clarence and Walter Pfannenstiel
(L-R Front) Mike & Eva Pfannenstiel
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 1939 - Edna (Doerfler) Brown passed away on 8-3-14.  
She is survived by her daughters Judith (Brown) Bottiglieri, 
Janet (Brown) Ives, Jeanine (Brown) Wickersham & Joan 
(Brown) Colpitts, sons Joseph Brown & John Brown, 
sisters Sr. Rachel Doerfler CSA, Kathie ‘45 (Doerfler) Rohr, 
Mildred (Doerfler) Fitzgerald & Annette ‘51 (Doerfler) Seib, 
brothers Wilfred Doerfler, Marvin ‘50 Doerfler & Harold 
‘56 Doerfler, 16 grandchildren, 30 great-grandchildren & 
one great-great-granddaughter.
 1939C - Norbert Connair died in August of 1984.
 1939-41C - Richard C. Ford passed away on 6-16-98.  
 1939 - Jack S. Heslat died in 1978.
 1939C - Henry Hurtig passed away on 8-21-87.
 1939C - Robert G. Landis passed away on 11-6-09.  He 
is survived by his children Gayle (Landis) Crump, Geneva 
(Landis) Patton, Lavell Embry, Leon Embry, Larry Landis & 
Layton Landis.
 1939C - Douglas J. Malone died on 7-2-05.
 1939 - Thelma E. McElroy passed away on 10-17-09.
 1939 - Rose (Gerstner) Redel died on 4-13-15.  She is 
survived by her daughters Sharon (Redel) Harrell, Mary Jo 
(Redel) Neuman, Adrienne (Redel) Carrira & Janet (Redel) 
Ptacek, 14 grandchildren and 14 great-grandchildren.
 1939 - Ralph Sander passed away on 10-24-95.
 1940 - Anne (Kinderknecht) Hockinson passed away 
on 10-22-02.
 1940 - George A. Martin died on 8-6-06.
 1940 - Edna (Krenzer) Riedel passed away on 3-10-80.
 1940 - Clara C. (Nusbaum) Rigirozz died on 4-25-04.
 1940 - Nicholas M. Schlyer died on 11-23-07.
 1940 - William J. Trudell passed away on 11-9-97.
 1941 - Charles “Bob” E. Boerner died on 9-10-98.
 1941 - Richard “Dick” Cottrell died on 2-21-07.  
 1941 - Charlotte (Ross) Dinges died on 12-23-09.
 1941 - Donald J. Diskin passed away on 6-12-89.
 1941 - Willard “Bill” Leroy Ewan died on 7-7-99.
 1941 - John R. Fenly passed away on 11-22-82.
 1941 - Kathleen (Ross) Kraemer died on 12-13-99.
 1942 - Arsenio Arey Adelo passed away on 5-21-92.
 1942 - Anna Francis (Wiesner) Culley Funk died, date 
unknown.  
 1942C - Andrew Francis Xavier Gosselin passed away 
on 3-2-15.  He is survived by his sons Larry Gosselin, Dennis 
Gosselin, Gaylen Gosselin, Sidney Gosselin & Michael 
Gosselin, 30 grandchildren and 64 great-grandchildren.
 1942 - Rosalind “Rusty” (Wasinger) Karlin died on 
1-14-15.  She is survived by her son Bob Karlin, daughter 
Elizabeth (Karlin) Bleakley, sister Emily ‘60 (Wasinger) 
Richter and brothers Joe Wasinger & John ‘55 Wasinger.  
She was preceded in death by brothers Herbert ‘41 
Wasinger, James Wasinger & Franklin ‘50 Wasinger.

 1928 - George Joseph Luetters died on 7-17-67.  
 1930 - Ermina (Basgall) Dreiling died on 5-22-99.
 1931 - Anne (Schlyer) Bushey passed away on 9-8-05.  
She was preceded in death by her husband Louis ‘34-36C 
Bushey.
 1931 - Bernadine (Brull) Flaherty died on 9-10-09.
 1931 - Alfred “Al” J. Koch passed away on 12-11-11.  
He is survived by his wife Mary, children Mary Ann Zia Koch 
& Elizabeth Koch.
 1931 - Alfred Schmidt died on 11-5-96.
 1932 - Albert Stramel passed away on 2-11-02.
 1933 - Martina Brull died on 9-20-10.  Her siblings  are 
Elmer Brull, Willis Brull & Philomena ‘35 (Brull) Lowe.
 1933 - Daniel Brungardt passed away on 7-24-64.
 1933-35C - Andrew Keller died on 2-15-05.
 1933 - Lucina (Staab) LaGrange died on 4-15-11.
 1933 - Loretta “Laura” (Strohmeier) Polcyn passed 
away on 9-22-03.  She is survived by her daughter Kay 
(Polcyn) Morris.
 1933 - Richard Quell passed away on 12-18-70.
 1933 - Harvey P. Saindon died in November of 1994.
 1934 - Felix R. Arnhold passed away on 7-1-04.  He 
is survived by his daughter Verla and sister Teresa ‘42 
(Arnhold) Venneberg.
 1934-36C - Louis Edmund Bushey died on 10-28-90.
 1934 - James F. McDermott passed away on 4-16-65.
 1934 - Fred G. Noller died on 4-18-89.
 1934 - Arthur M. Schlyer passed away on 12-24-91.  
He is survived by his sons Michael Schlyer, John Schlyer & 
Arthur Schlyer and daughter Mary Ellen (Schlyer) Smith.  He 
was preceded in death by sisters Norine Schlyer, Mildred 
‘29 (Schlyer) McClune, Louise (Schlyer) Bushey & Francie 
‘35 (Schlyer) Talley and brother Nick ‘40 Schlyer.
 1934 - Frank Joseph Schneller passed away on 12-25-
14.  He is survived by his sons Lee ‘55 Schneller & Dave 
Schneller, seven grandchildren and 17 great-grandchildren.  
 1934 - Benedict “Ben” Wasinger died on 3-8-93.
 1935 - Wilbert M. Callahan passed away on 8-24-65.
 1936-38C - William “Bill” Beeby died on 11-7-14.  He is 
survived by his children Mary Kay Beeby & Brian Beeby.
 1936 - Edward Brungardt passed away on 6-13-96.
 1936 - Albert J. Denning died on 2-14-89.
 1936 - Thomas Hally passed away in March of 1983.
 1936C - Francis Hoffman died on 12-28-74.
 1936C - Felix J. Konzem died on 4-11-07.   
 1936 - Leo Riedel passed away in December of 1984.
 1936 - Winfield J. Tuttle passed away on 3-23-74.
 1937C - Clement Konzem died on 5-29-00.
 1937 - Zita (Beilman) Lane died on 2-20-06.
 1937C - Arnold F. Mumm passed away in 1997.
 1938 - Bertha “Bert” (Dinges) Rayl died on 5-9-03.

Remembering Our Deceased...
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 1942 - Patrick J. Meagher died on 5-4-03.
 1942Sp - John J. Schaff passed away on 9-13-11.  He 
is survived by his children John Schaff Jr., Allan Schaff, 
Kathleen Schaff, Rick Schaff & Greg Schaff.
 1942 - Mary A. (Bissing) Trembath died on 12-23-04.
 1942C - Dr. Francis J. Wolpert passed away on 7-25-99.
 1943 - Roy H. Burns died on 1-25-95.
 1943 - Gene F. Farley passed away on 11-26-95.
 1943 - James A. McKee passed away on 6-7-09.
 1943 - Martina (Befort) Neville died in 1960.
 1943 - Barry D. Patty died on 10-2-99.
 1943 - William Richard Penna passed away on 3-8-70.
 1943 - Donald L. Riley died on 5-2-64.
 1943 - Alfred M. Spresser died on 12-24-07.
 1943 - Darrell Williams passed away on 8-5-71.
 1943 - Joseph Wolfe died on 11-8-84.
 1944 - Lillian (Rupp) Welch Foster passed away on 8-1-
07.  She is survived by her son Jim Welch and daughters 
Lois (Welch) Arnolfo & Kathy (Welch) Polly.
 1944 - Donald L. Greene died on 3-9-03.  
 1944 - Alice V. (Schmeidler) Honas passed away on 12-
27-14.  She is survived by her daughters Virginia (Honas) 
Finneran, Charlene (Honas) Wilson, Darlene (Honas) 
Chaput & Diane ‘79 (Honas) Kuhn, son Randy Honas, 
brothers Edward Schmeidler & Norman Schmeidler and 
sister Rita ‘47 Schmeidler.  She was preceded in death by 
brothers Pancratius ‘40 Schmeidler, Jerome Schmeidler & 
Leo ‘54 Schmeidler and sisters Severina (Schmeidler) Lang, 
Margaret (Schmeidler) Bittel & Frances Schmeidler.
 1944 - Laurence J. Moeder passed away on 2-5-92.
 1944 - Richard F. Straw died on 10-25-10.  He is 
survived by his wife Marie of 54 years, sons Frank , Richard, 
Tony, Daniel & Matt and daughters Mary & Paula. 
 1945 - Roger H. Adams passed away on 2-9-98.
 1945 - Catherine “Kitty” (Dinges) Beyer died on 6-5-15.  
She is survived by sons Greg ‘72 (& Michelle ‘74 Bedard) 
Beyer & Mark ‘76 (& Kathy) Beyer, daughter Jackie ‘79 
(Beyer) (& Gary) Davis and sister Helen “Susie” ‘41 (Dinges) 
Ubert.  She was preceded in death by her brothers Fidelis 
Dinges, Frank Dinges, Ted Dinges & Fr. Anthony Dinges and 
sisters Ida (Dinges) Werth, Agnes (Dinges) Ruder, Martina 
(Dinges) Ruder, Mary (Dinges) Pfannenstiel, Bertha “Bert” 
‘38 (Dinges) Rayl, Rose ‘44 (Dinges) Smith & Pauletta ‘44 
(Dinges) Hamel.
 1945 - Frank C. McMaster died on 12-17-05.  He is 
survived by his children John McMaster, Susan McMaster, 
Kevin McMaster & James McMaster and brother D. Lee ‘54 
McMaster.
 1946 - James Thielen passed away in February of 1973.  
He is survived by three sons & one daughter.
 1946 - Thomas P. Waner passed away on 1-4-14.  He 
is survived by his spouse Rosalie and children Stephen 
Waner, Janice (Waner) Day, Sharon (Waner) Daily, Patricia 
(Waner) Weig & Kevin Waner.

 1947 - Wilma T. (Koerner) Clark passed away on 12-
20-14.  She is survived by her spouse of 64 years Al, son 
Gregory Clark, daughter Robin (Clark) Wissert and sister 
Jean (Koerner) Karlin.  She was preceded in death by her 
sister Shirley ‘54 (Koerner) Cummings and brother Herb 
“Dutch” ‘52 Koerner.
 1947 - Thelma (Orten) Phifer died on 6-2-14.  She 
is survived by her spouse of 64 years Paul, children Teri 
(Phifer) Haas, Tim Phifer, Steve Phifer, Tony Phifer & Paul 
Phifer, sisters Lucene (Orten) Krueger, Jean ‘44 (Orten) 
Brickell, Delores Sp’50 (Orten) Graff & Janice (Orten) 
Brown.  She was preceded in death by brothers Arthur 
Orten & Duane Orten and sisters Agnes Orten, Betty ‘45 
(Orten) Frye & Patty Orten.
 1947 - Donald Rice passed away on 6-19-15.  He is 
survived by his wife Ruth.
 1947 - Francis “Frank” R. Rohleder died on 3-28-15.  
He is survived by his wife Frances ‘48 (Herman) Rohleder, 
sons Eugene Rohleder & Pete Sp’81 (& Terri) Rohleder, 
daughters Mary Kay ‘69 (Rohleder) (& Steve Sp’69) 
Dechant, Chris ‘71 (Rohleder) (& Jim) McNiece, Conni ‘72 
(Rohleder) (& Marion ‘64) Dreher, Joan ‘75 (Rohleder) 
Gray, Gloria ‘77 (Rohleder) (& Bob) Rader and Dianna ‘84 
(Rohleder) (& Joe) Mans, sister  Mary (Rohleder) Strunk. 
 1947 - Vernon Schneweis passed away on 3-4-14.  He is 
survived by his children Terry Schneweis, Larry Schneweis, 
Jana (Schneweis) Coe, Lori (Schneweis) Bearden, Diane 
(Schneweis) Schminke, Kim (Schneweis) Emery, Kevin 
Schneweis & Mark Schneweis.
 1948 - Sylvia Bernice (Boudreau) Wasinger died 
on 12-15-14.  She is survived by her spouse Gregory ‘46 
Wasinger, son Gerard ‘74 Wasinger, daughter Kathleen 
‘85 (Wasinger) Horlick and grandchildren Joel (& Sarah ‘01 
Lang) Wasinger & Blake (& Teresa) Wasinger. 
 1949 - Robert “Bob” J. Engel passed away on 2-24-
15.  He is survived by his wife of 60 years Wilma, son Alan 
Engel, daughters Mary (Engel) Lawrence, Anne (Engel) 
Klein & Carol (Engel) Barrow, brother Al Engel Jr. and sisters 
Jeanie (Engel) Swift & Dorothy ‘53 (Engel) Bahl. 
 1949 - Paul Anthony Friskel passed away on 12-26-14.  
He is survived by his wife Betty, son Mark Friskel, daughters 
Mary Ann (Friskel) Regehr, Paula (Friskel) Kimberlin & 
Elaine (Friskel) Howey, stepsons Marty Stahl, Curt Stahl, 
Carl Stahl & Ken Stahl, stepdaughters Mary (Stahl) Erbert 
& Cathy Stahl, brothers Robert ‘50 Friskel & David ‘55 
Friskel,  sister Mary (Friskel) Hutsey, 15 grandchildren, 
12 step-grandchildren and six great-grandchildren.  He 
was preceded in death by his daughters Kathleen (Friskel) 
Hastings and Lisa (Friskel) Maxwell and brothers Dr. Arthur 
‘38 Friskel, Joseph ‘40 M. Friskel OSB & Joseph ‘43 W. 
Friskel.  Paul was a guard and place kicker on the State 
Football Championship Team of 1949 and one of six Friskel 
brothers from Frontenac, Kansas to attend and graduate 
from SJMA.



 Dear Fellow Alumni and Friends,

 It is hard to believe, but I have just completed my 45th year here at TMP-Marian.  Many 
changes have taken place over those 45 years.  By far, the biggest of those changes has to do 
with the residency program.  Next year, after better than 80 years, there will be no residency 
program here at Thomas More Prep-Marian.  When I think back of the many young men and 

women who benefited from the program, I am thankful that we were able to touch so many lives in a beneficial 
way.  The young people from all over the country and from around the world provided a unique atmosphere to 
our student body.  A host family program will replace our residency program with a third party taking care of the 
arrangements and liability.  
 The school continues to shape the lives of many young people, providing a positive environment for them 
to grow and mature.  We are so grateful for the tremendous support received from so many.  ACE Auction was 
once again a huge success, netting well over $700,000.00.  You continue to support the St. Thomas More Society, 
enabling our junior high program to grow and develop.  We are constantly reminded of the work and effort of 
so many alumni, parents and friends who support the school in so many ways.  And of course, we are always 
thankful to God for the love and concern He constantly shows to us.
 We would be remiss not to thank Fr. Kevin Weber and Fr. Daryl Olmstead for their years of service to the Hays 
community, especially our Catholic schools, Fr. Kevin at Holy Family Elementary and Fr. Daryl at Thomas More 
Prep-Marian.  While we bid farewell to them, we welcome Msgr. Barry Brinkman and Fr. Jarett Konrade as the 
new pastors at Immaculate Heart of Mary and St. Nicholas of Myra.
 In closing, I am reminded of the many students who lived with us and are a special part of our family.  Thank 
you for allowing us to be part of your lives and we are hopeful that the years you spent here were an important 
part of your life.  
 Peace to all our alumni; blessings on you and your families.  Sincerely in Christ,
Fr. Earl ‘61 Befort, O.F.M. Capuchin                                                                                                        
Alumni President

A Message from the Heart
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TMP-Marian High & 
     Junior High Chess Teams
 Both the TMP-Marian high school and junior high school chess teams 
marked “first ever” accomplishments at the Kansas Scholastic Chess 
Association state tournament held at Wichita’s North High School.  For 
the first time ever, TMP-Marian has achieved state champion status, 
claiming the first place plaque in the state’s 4A division.  Juniors Patrick 
‘16 Kepka (4.5 points) and Justyce ‘16 Briney (4.0 points) combined 
with seniors Russell ‘15 Krug (4.0) and Jacob ‘15 Werth (4.0) for a total 
team score of 16.5 of a possible 24 points.   
 TMP-Marian junior high finished second in the K-8 section with 17.0 
points.  Information submitted by Randy ‘62 Brull and photos were 
taken by Laura ‘16 Krug.  Top Photo (L-R) front row:  Jason ‘18 Kepka, 
Ian ‘18 Lenser, Alex ‘18 Lenser and Ethan ‘18 Rohr; second row:  Chess 
Coach Randy ‘62 Brull, Patrick ‘16 Kepka, Russell ‘15 Krug, Jacob ‘15 
Werth, Justyce ‘16 Briney, Chess Coach Kevin Nyberg.  Bottom Photo 
(L-R):  Chess Coach Randy ‘62 Brull, Nicholas ‘19 Zimmerman, Sheldon 
‘19 Weber, Paul ‘19 Brull, Garrett ‘19 Cole, Lucas ‘20 Kraus and Chess 
Coach Kevin Nyberg.  (Not pictured, but an important part of the team 
was Sheena ‘20 Zeng.)
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 1949 - Glenna (Rupp) Lewis died on 4-2-12.  She is 
survived by siblings Sr. Marilyn Rupp ASC, John ‘47 Rupp, 
Anita ‘51 (Rupp) Gilmore & Tim ‘64 Rupp and sister-in-law 
Carol ‘62 (Walters) Rupp.  She was preceded in death by 
her parents Ig ‘16 & Mary ‘23 (Wolf) Rupp, Brian ‘58 Rupp 
& Roger ‘61 Rupp.  
 1949 - Roseann (Schmidt) Malsam died on 4-9-
15.  She is survived by her spouse Albert “Bud” Malsam, 
son Doug Malsam, daughters Colleen ‘67 Taylor, Judy 
(Malsam) Hearting, Jody (Malsam) Hoeffner, Micki 
(Malsam) Hammer & Vicki (Malsam) Smith, brother Tony 
‘51 Schmidt and sister Delores ‘46 (Schmidt) Dreiling.
 1951 - Wilma (Schmidt) Augustine passed away on 11-
13-14.  She is survived by her son Richard ‘76 Augustine 
and sisters Rosemary (Schmidt) Walters & Frances Schmidt.  
Wilma was preceded in death by brothers Francis Schmidt, 
George Schmidt, Eugene Schmidt, Gerard Schmidt & Ervin 
Schmidt and sisters Anne (Schmidt) Schueler, Kay ‘55 
(Schmidt) Campbell & Dorothy ‘56 (Schmidt) VonFeldt.
 1952 - Alfonso Pastrana died on 1-26-14.  He is 
survived by his daughter Elba (Pastrana) Aguirre and sons 
Alfonse Pastrana & Dwight Pastrana.
 1952 - Verlin C. Staab passed away on 2-8-15.  He is 
survived by his daughter Katrina (Staab) Berzett, brothers 
Delbert ‘54 Staab, Terrance ‘60 Staab & Jim ‘70 Staab and 
sister Virginia ‘63 (Staab) Chada.  Verlin was preceded in 
death by brother Gerald ‘50 Staab & sister Nadine ‘57 
(Staab) Hopkins.
 1952 - Harold P. Wasinger died on 12-8-14.  He is 
survived by his wife Deloris “Dee” Wasinger, daughters 
Brenda (Wasinger) Hammerton, Cindy (Wasinger) Peck 
& Tracy (Wasinger) Taylor, sisters Patricia ‘49 (Wasinger) 
McKinley, Cheryl ‘65 (Wasinger) Haas & Sr. Mary Terrence 
Wasinger and brothers Jack ‘54 Wasinger & Bill ‘64 
Wasinger.  He was preceded in death by his sister JoAnn ‘51 
(Wasinger) Kjorness and brothers Meridith ‘45 Wasinger, 
Les ‘49C Wasinger & Terry Wasinger.  After graduating 
with his Master in Electrical Engineering from USC in 
1967, Harold’s career in aerospace engineering included 
positions with Northrop, Douglas, McDonnell Douglas & 
the Federal Aviation Administration.
 1954 - Rita Mae (Fross) Trapp passed away on 11-18-
14.  She is survived by her daughters Dallas (Trapp) Lemon, 
Tara (Trapp) Kimberling & Brandi (Trapp) Schulze-Matlock 
and brothers Vernie ‘60 Fross & Mike ‘77 Fross.

 1960 - Terry Boyle passed away in May of 2015 after 
a brief illness.  He is survived by his son Steve Boyle, four 
grandsons, sisters Myreta (Boyle) Moore & Kathy (Boyle) 
Smith and brother Tom ‘58 Boyle.  He was preceded in 
death by a daughter Annette Boyle and ex-wife Mary.
 1961 - Michael D. Frakes, along with his wife Cecilia, 
died on 5-31-15 from a tragic automobile accident.  They 
are survived by their sons Tim Frakes, Tony Frakes, Ken 
Frakes & Brian Frakes along with nine grandchildren.  
 1962 - Robert “Bob” A. Billinger passed away on 5-19-
15.  He is survived by his wife Wanda ‘66 (Weigel) Billinger, 
TMP-Marian Alumni Director, son Scott ‘91 Billinger,  
daughter Dawn ‘97 (Billinger) (& Josh ‘97) Rajewski, 
brother Pete ‘52 Billinger and sister-in-law Marge ‘57 
(Minor) Billinger.  He was preceded in death by his parents 
and brother Donald ‘54 Billinger. 
 1962 - Rosaline M. (Pfannenstiel) Staab passed away 
on 1-10-15.  She is survived by her spouse Dennis, son Leon 
Staab, daughters Mary Jo (Staab) Gansman & Amy (Staab) 
Struck and brothers Joe Pfannenstiel, Paul Pfannenstiel & 
Anthony ‘70 Pfannenstiel. 
 1964 - James Alexander Kohl died on 11-22-14.  He 
is survived by his wife Jackie, sons Dan ‘84 Kohl, Rick ‘85 
Kohl, Scott ‘91 Kohl & Sean Passmore, daughter Kelly 
Passmore, mother Helen Kohl, brother Ken ‘69 Kohl and 
sister Ann (Kohl) Pfannenstiel.
 1965 - Jeannette (Ruder) Jacobs passed away on 10-
21-08.  She is survived by her husband Gerald and children 
Debbie Jacobs & Keith Jacobs plus three grandchildren.
 1967 - Jean (Pfannenstiel) Basgall passed away on 
12-29-14.  She is survived by her husband Jim ‘66 Basgall, 
daughters Jodi ‘88 (Basgall) Locke & Jill (Basgall) Sulser, son 
Jason Basgall, brothers Dennis ‘62 (& Elaine ‘62 Phelps) 
Pfannenstiel & Duane ‘64 (& Becky) Pfannenstiel and sister 
Gloria (Pfannenstiel) (& Larry) Koirth.  Jean was preceded 
in death by her twin brother Norman Pfannenstiel and 
brothers Jim ‘57 Pfannenstiel & Stanley Pfannenstiel.  She 
spent many years working in the Catholic Schools including 
St. Joseph’s Parochial and Kennedy Middle School in Hays, 
Bishop Carroll High School in Wichita and Nativity Parish 
School in Leawood.  Rest in peace, good servant.
 1967 - Donna Rae (Preston) Dunn died on 4-15-15.  
She is survived by her spouse Waynne and sons Lee Eberle 
& Layne Erberle.  Donna was preceded in death by her 
sister Gail ‘66 (Preston) Smith.
 1967 - Lucille “Cille” (Huelsmann) Minard passed 
away on 8-1-08.  She is survived by her son Scott Minard 
and brothers Kenny, Tom & Henry Huelsmann.
 1967 - Thomas P. Sylvester died on 11-10-14.  He is 
survived by Bonnie, his spouse of 44 years, daughter Stacey 
Sylvester & son Todd Sylvester.
 1968 - Cynthia (Schlitter) Perry died on 1-5-14 after a 
long battle with brain cancer.  She is survived by her son 
Aaron Perry and siblings Kateri ‘69 (Schlitter) Lemischka, 
Randy Schlitter, John Schlitter & Toni Schlitter-Alfonso.
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 1969 - Robert “Bob” J. Giebler passed away on 12-4-
14.  He is survived by his daughter Jennie (Giebler) Grayek, 
brothers Harold ‘66 Giebler & Terry Giebler and sister Zita 
(Giebler) Klaus.  Bob was preceded in death by his sister 
Mary ‘71 (Giebler) Schukman.
 1970 - Larry J. Pfeifer passed away on 8-14-10.
 1970 - Charles William Rogers died on 4-15-15.  He 
is survived by his wife Sandra, sons Brian Rogers & Kevin 
Rogers and daughters Erinn (Rogers) Komp & Teisha Rogers.
 1970 - Doyle J. Weingardt died on 12-10-14.  He 
is survived by his wife Mary Pat and daughters Christy 
(Weingardt) Lindenschmidt & Lindy (Weingardt) Yager & 
Amanda (Weingardt) Thew.
 1971 - Richard “Rick” A. Bollig passed away on 2-20-
15.  He is survived by his wife Jackie, son Benjamin ‘99 
Bollig, daughter Katherine ‘96 (Bollig) Zogleman and 
brother Michael Bollig.  He was preceded in death by 
brothers Robert “Bobo” ‘66 Bollig & Thomas “T-Bone” ‘67 
Bollig.
 1972 - Donna (Riedel) Hill lost her hard fought battle 
with cancer on 8-6-14.  She is survived by her husband 
Bruce and daughter Roberta (Hill) Atzeni.
 1975 - Kay Ann (Berens) Michellich passed away on 
2-9-10.  She is survived by her spouse Mark, son Brandon 
Wilson, brother Keith Berens and stepdaughters Amy 
Michellich, Jessica Michellich & Sara Michellich.  She was 
preceded in death by her sister Karen ‘69 (Berens) Key.
 1977 - Ronald Dean Ruder died on 3-11-15.  He is 
survived by his wife Donna, daughters Marissa Ruder, 
Bryanne Ruder & Lindsay (Ruder) Kershner, father Tony 
Ruder, siblings Roger ‘67 (& Carol) Ruder, Rod ‘69 (& 
Donna) Ruder, RaNell ‘71 (& Brad Catt) Ruder & Russ ‘80 
(& Janel ‘84 Ziegler) Ruder.
 1984 - Rachelle “Chelly” Schmidt passed away on 3-15-
15 after a courageous fight with cancer.  She is survived 
by her partner Tom Tongue, parents Adolph ‘50-’52C & 
DeAnn ‘58 (Leiker) Schmidt, brother Andrew ‘80 (& Marie 
‘84 Rajewski) Schmidt and sister Joylene ‘92 (Schmidt) (& 
John) Kindel.
 1987 - Mary Jo (Klaus) Grizzle died on 5-7-15.  She is 
survived by her husband Richard, sons Gregory Timmons 
& Josiah Grizzle, stepsons Richard Grizzle, Jeremy Grizzle 
& Joshua Grizzle, parents Leroy ‘51 J. & Janet ‘59 (Urban) 
Klaus, brothers Bill Klaus & Bob Klaus and sisters Karen 
(Klaus) Cederberg, Sharon (Klaus) Basinger & Debbie ‘86 
(Klaus) Nunnelee.
 Marianna (Kistler) Beach passed away on 11-1-14.  She 
is survived by her daughters Mary (Beach) McDowell, Terry 
(Beach) Edwards & Jane (Beach) Hipp.  Marianna and her 
late husband Ross were generous benefactors to TMP-
Marian.
 Martina A. Bieker died on 2-3-15.  She is survived 
by her sons Francis ‘65 (& Sheila ‘65 Wiesner) Bieker, 
Deannie (& Janice) Bieker, Kenny Bieker, Danny (& Diane) 
Bieker Jr. , daughters Jeanette ‘69 Beiker & Janice ‘80 

Bieker (& Bradley Sanderson), 19 grandchildren and 32 
great-grandchildren.  She was preceded in death by sons 
Tommy ‘68 Bieker, Stanley Bieker & Stevie Bieker.
 Paul Binder died on 2-12-15.  He is survived by his 
wife Ruby, sons Ernest ‘65 (& Lillian ‘74 Legleiter) Binder, 
Stephen ‘70 (& Carolyn) Binder & Thomas ‘74 (& Mary 
Beth) Binder, daughter Margaret Ann ‘68 (Binder) (& 
Willie) Schaffer and ten grandchildren including Elliot ‘02 
Binder & Preston Sp’06 Binder.
 Larry Earl Brenner passed away on 11-10-14 after a 
battle with cancer.  He is survived by his wife Kathleen ‘64 
(Walters) Brenner, sons Dave ‘84 (& Stacey) Brenner, Mitch 
‘85 (& Cindy) Brenner, Matthew ‘95 (& Mandy) Brenner 
& Adam ‘98 (& Mindy ‘99 Rome) Brenner, his father Earl 
Brenner, brothers Lowell ‘84 (& Christine) Brenner, Lance 
(& Michelle) Brenner and sisters Laytha (Brenner) (& Mike 
‘66) Gnad & Linda (Brenner) (& Tom) Lichtenwaldt.   
 Judith “Judy” C. Brull passed away on 3-27-15.  She is 
survived by her husband Kenneth ‘60 Brull, son Steve Brull 
and daughter Tina (Brull) Ball.  Judy briefly taught home 
economics at Marian High School.
 Mary Buchheister died on 6-7-15.  She is survived by 
her daughter Dalene (Buchheister) Goetz and sons Mike ‘63 
Buchheister, John ‘66 Buchheister & Jim ‘70 Buchheister.
 David Otis Clough died on 3-10-15.  He is survived 
by his daughter Christina (Clough) Lueth & son David A. 
Clough.  Dave worked at Kennedy Middle School and TMP-
Marian High School from 1972 to 2011.
 James Daniel Colyer DDS passed away on 2-1-15.  He 
is survived by his wife Lorene ‘44 (McKee) Colyer and 
children Linda ‘66 (Colyer) King, Diane Colyer & Kansas Lt. 
Governor Jeff ‘78 Colyer.  He was preceded in death by his 
son Dr. Jim ‘68 Colyer.
 Ellen Elizabeth Dreiling passed away on 3-20-15.  She 
is survived by her husband of 70 years Vincent Dreiling 
and children Firma ‘64 (Dreiling) Carrithers, Diane ‘66 
(Dreiling) Long, James Dreiling, Marlene (Dreiling) Taxter, 
Dean Dreiling, Joe Dreiling, Geralyn Dreiling & Anthony 
Dreiling.
 Wade M. Dreiling died on 4-30-15.  He is survived by 
his parents Bruce ‘80 & Mary Beth Dreiling, brother Dane 
Dreiling and grandparents Marvin & Kathleen Dreiling and 
Dorothy Dechant.
 Carolyn Kay Engel died on 5-22-15.  She is survived by 
her children Cliff ‘93 Engel & Crystal ‘98 (Engel) Quint.
 Alfred Geist passed away on 1-9-15.  He is survived by 
his sons Gary ‘71 (& LouAnn) Geist, Tom ‘73 Geist, Ron 
‘74 Geist, Paul ‘75 (& Jeanne) Geist & Dale (& Monica 
Sp’98 Munsch) Geist and daughters Mary ‘78 (Geist) (& 
John) Barnes, Jane ‘82 (Geist) (& Reggie) Zeman, Roseann 
(Geist) (& Curt) Gottschalk & Linda (Geist) Skillett. 
 Martha J. Gerstner passed away on 11-26-07.  She 
is survived by her husband James ‘56 Gerstner and 
children Greg Gerstner, Jim Gerstner Jr., Jeff Gerstner, Jane 
(Gerstner) Pedersen & Kyle Gerstner.



  Off to the RACES  
2015

 $724,500.00+ is the current total 
for your annual Auction for Christian Education “ACE” 2015, 
which again surpassed all records previously set.  This is not a 
final total as efforts continue to raise additional funds for Item 
#60 - improvements to the Al Billinger Fieldhouse.
 The auction is now basically split into three different parts.  
The first part is the actual auction with the donations of items 
to sell and raffle off.  The second part is the penny donors; 
these individuals donate a 1¢ match to every dollar raised in 
the first part.  Funds raised from these first two parts are used 
to subsidize the annual school budget.  Then there is the third 
and final part, item #60 which is a capital improvement project.  
These funds are utilized only for the special project as noted.
 The project for item #60 was to update the Al Billinger 
Fieldhouse and has raised a total of $325,859.78 to date.  We 
still have approximately $60,000.00 in matching funds from 
the Dreiling Trust that we are not utilizing and are asking for 
additional donations from our alumni and friends to this 
project in order to capitalize on the full $100,000.00 match.  
Improvements will be completed to the Al Billinger Fieldhouse 
in the order of most needed, possibly including a new roof, 
new windows and flooring in the gym, a new public restroom 
addition, new heating and a/c, etc.  Each of these items is 
expensive on its own and we will only be able to complete as 
many as funds raised allow.
 The second year of having penny “matching” donors was 
extremely successful, showing an increase from 11 donors the 
first year to 21 donors this year, which raised an additional 
amount of $68,800.00.  The complete list of penny donors is 
to the left and far right.  It is with sincere gratitude that we 
express our appreciation for their wonderful gift.  Item #60 is 
subtracted out of the total before figuring the penny match or 
the donor can choose to cap his/her donation based on the 
previous auction.  If you would like more information about 
being a penny donor, please contact the Alumni Office at TMP-
Marian at 785-625-9434 for more information.
 Eagle Communications live-streamed the oral auction for 
a third year.  Over 1,000 people from five countries plus the 
USA were able to watch the excitement of the auction as it 
unfoldsed and made donations to Item #60 or purchased raffle 
tickets online.  The 2014 Chevrolet Cruze donated by Auto 
World was won by one of these viewers when he decided to 
purchase raffle tickets on-line during the auction.  
 It takes over 100 volunteers from the Catholic schools 
and parishes to put on this event and each and every one is 
truly appreciated.  Thank you for your prayers and continued 
support. 

2015 Pennies for ACE
Donor Honor Roll

B & L Motels
Bruce and Linda Weilert

Charles ‘54 and Marlene ‘54 
(Gabel) Brull

Class of 1965 - Anonymous

Farm Bureau Financial Services
Danny ‘93 Dinkel and 
Dustin ‘04 Washburn

In Memory of Jean ‘67 
(Pfannenstiel) Basgall

In Memory of Larry Brenner

In Memory of Fred Deal

In Memory of Marie ‘53 
 (Pfannenstiel) Gabel

Todd and Lisa ‘88 (Gottschalk) Gabel

In Memory of Charlie Staab Jr.

Insurance Planning, Inc.

Norman ‘52 and Marilyn Karlin
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ACE Raffle Winners
Friday Night Raffle Winners:
$500.00 Cash donated by Glassman Corporation 
  Winner: Nadine ‘74 (Dreiling) Gottschalk
$500.00 Cash donated by Mike ‘73 & Lori ‘74 (Gross) Hertel 
  Winner: Fr. Earl ‘61 Befort
Saturday Night Raffle Winners:
2014 Chevy Cruze donated by Kay & Dick ‘76 Werth, Auto World  
  Winner: Brent Seib
$5,000.00 Cash donated by Linus & Berneice Werth Family 
  Winner: Merlin Romme
$2,000.00 Cash donated by Anonymous 
  Winner: Rick Ostmeyer
$1,000.00 Cash donated by Leroy & Bernice ‘52 (Basgall) Herrman 
  Winner: Cory Werth
$1,000.00 Cash donated by Joe & Virginia Hess
  Winner: DeAnn ‘58 (Leiker) Schmidt
$1,000.00 Cash donated by Jim Werth & Dave ‘78 Werth, 
 Hays Car & Truck Alignment
  Winner: Darren Johnson
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2015 Pennies for ACE
Donor Honor Roll

Benno ‘34 & Mary ‘40 Karlin Family
Agnes ‘61 (Karlin) Shtogren 

Marilyn ‘65 (Karlin) Tani
Clem ‘70 Karlin

Kuhn Farms, Inc.
Pat and Diane ‘79 (Honas) Kuhn

Midwestern Pipeworks
Gary ‘71 and LouAnn Geist Family

Our Lady Help of Christians Parish
Antonino, KS

Galen and Cathy Pfeifer

Galen ‘80 & Cindy Romme

St. Anthony Parish
Schoenchen, KS

St. Catherine Parish
Catharine, KS

Triple Play

God bless 
your generosity!

(Top) Fr. Daryl Olmstead, 
Fr. Earl ‘61 Befort and Don 
Bickle share a laugh at the 
Auctioneer’s table at ACE 
Auction as Don Bickle bids 
on the fabulous Black Tie 
Dinner.  Don’s wife Chris bid a 
record-breaking $39,000.00 
this year winning the dinner.  
The only person left bidding 
against her was her husband 
Don.  
(Right) ACE 2015 guests 
check out the varied silent 
auction items and place 
their bids.  
Photos courtesy of Tom ‘66 
Schenk.
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 Edith M. Gottschalk died on 1-22-15.  She is survived 
by her sons Leroy (& Rita ‘54 Hoffman) Gottschalk, Ralph 
(& Sharon) Gottschalk & Bob (& Betty) Gottschalk and 
grandchildren Keith ‘76 (& Sandy ‘76 Dreiling) Gottschalk, 
Kevin ‘78 (& Chris) Gottschalk, Kent Sp‘88 (& Michelle) 
Gottschalk, Kim (Gottschalk) Briney, Kelly (Gottschalk) (& 
Darin) Stiles, Roger (& Pam) Gottschalk & Jeff (& Tammy) 
Gottschalk.
 Jane F. Gottschalk passed away on 1-5-15.  She is 
survived by her sons James Gottschalk, Robert Gottschalk, 
Timothy Gottschalk, Randall Gottschalk & Loren 
Gottschalk , daughters Gladys (Gottschalk) Herrman, Karen 
(Gottschalk) Larkin, Michelle ‘76 (Gottschalk) Sander & 
DeeAnn ‘79 (Gottschalk) Garrison, 29 grandchildren, 48 
great-grandchildren and 14 great-great-grandchildren.
 Timothy “Tim” J. Gustin died on 12-19-14.  He is 
survived by his son Todd Ackarman, daughters Michelle 
(Ackarman) Schwickerath & Brenda Ackarman-Sioson and 
brother Jerry ‘63 (& Karen ‘64 Schueler) Gustin.
 Rosaline Frances Hamel passed away on 3-3-15.  She 
is survived by her husband Albert, daughters Charlene 
‘75 (Hamel) Taggart, Nin ‘77 (Hamel) Dreiling, Julie ‘79 
(Hamel) Craig, Brenda (Hamel) Dreiling & Theresa (Hamel) 
Riisoe, 20 grandchildren and 33 great-grandchildren.
 Robert “Bob” L. Hammerschmidt died 1-15-15.  
He is survived by his spouse Patricia, son Ryan ‘14 
Hammerschmidt, mother Louise Hammerschmidt, 
brother Ronald Hammerschmidt and sister Mary Beth 
(Hammerschmidt) Green.
 Margaret M. Hassett passed away on 2-3-15.  She is 
survived by her sons Roger Hassett & William Hassett and 
daughters Terry (Hassett) MacDonald (former TMP-Marian 
School Board Member), Cathy (Hassett) Bryan & Mary 
(Hassett) Cross and 12 grandchildren, including Dr. Jennifer 
‘90 (MacDonald) Clark, Stacey ‘93 MacDonald, Calley ‘97 
(MacDonald) Conley & Shannon ‘01 MacDonald.
 Annette “Nettie” Hepp died on 2-26-15.  She is survived 
by her spouse Leonard and daughters Lois ‘60 Hepp & Lynn 
(Hepp) Kindle.
 David M. Herl died 5-8-15.  He is survived by his sisters 
Cynthia ‘65 (Herl) Brown, Jacqueline (Herl) Bisterfeldt, 
Melissa (Herl) (& David) Lacey & Stephanie (Herl) (& Bill 
Sp’74) Kramer and brother Mark (& Rachel) Herl.
 Maynard Anton Herrman died on 6-3-15.  He is 
survived by his sons Ronald Herrman & Steven Herrman, 
daughter Trudy ‘77 (Herrman) (cook at TMP-Marian) (& 
Robert ‘75-junior high assistant vice-principal & social 
studies teacher) Leikam, seven grandchildren and nine 
great-grandchildren.
 Kathryn L. Hoffman passed away on 4-17-15.  She is 
survived by her sons Bill ‘70 (& Jody) Hoffman, Robert 
‘77 (& Renee ‘78 Harris) Hoffman & Curt ‘81 (& Kaye) 
Hoffman and daughters Connie ‘64 (Hoffman) (& Robert) 
Grant, Bette ‘66 (Hoffman) (& Robert) Slepicka & Luanne 
‘74 (Hoffman) (& Gene) Theleman.

 Dell Keil died on 5-27-15.  He is survived by his wife 
Mary Ann and children Larry ‘68 (& Sandy ‘70 Pfannenstiel) 
Keil, Janet ‘70 (Keil) (& Charlie) Karlin, Kay ‘71 (Keil) (& 
Kevin) Murphy, Jon ‘74 (& Patricia) Keil & Steve ‘81 (& 
Dawn) Keil.
 Kathleen “Kate” Garnett Kirk died from Niemann-Pick 
disease (a rare genetic disease) on 3-30-15 at the age of 
13.  She is survived by her  parents Doug ‘78 & Alison 
Kirk, aunts Martha Blankenship, Mary Gurski, Julie Kirk 
& Jennifer Kirk-Bauer.  Kate was preceded in death by 
her sister Caroline Kirk, who also suffered from the same 
disease.
 Helen M. Kohl died on 2-4-15.  She is survived by her son 
Kenneth ‘69 Kohl and daughter Ann (Kohl) Pfannenstiel.
 Evelyn Korbe passed away on 5-19-15.  She is survived 
by her son Gregory ‘74 (& Lois) Korbe, daughters Vicky 
Sp’68 (Korbe) (& Dennis) Hammerschmidt & Suzanne 
‘78 (Korbe) (& Steve ‘78) Leikam, seven grandchildren 
including Bobbi ‘89 (Hammerschmidt) (& Jason ‘89) 
Jarrett, Fr. Gale ‘90 Hammerschmidt & Matt ‘01 Leikam 
and 14 great-grandchildren. 
 Fr. Carl Anthony Kramer died on 11-11-14.  He was 
assigned to Immaculate Heart of Mary Church in 1986,  
where he was well-known for his “Preaching Box” and 
retired as Parochial Vicar in 1997.  
 Clarence Lang died on 3-23-15.  He is survived by his wife 
Melinda, sons Lloyd ‘65 (& Iris ‘68 Walters) Lang, Dennis 
‘67 (& Vera) Lang & Terry ‘82 (& Ruth) Lang, daughter Patty 
‘75 (Lang) (& Dan) Wolf, grandchildren John ‘90 (& Stacey-
TMP-Marian ESL teacher) Lang, Greg ‘94 (& LaNae ‘94 
Gross) Lang, Mark ‘95 (& Amanda) Lang, Gwen ‘00 (Lang) 
(& Daniel) Hodges, Kevin ‘03 (& Tasha) Lang, Jeff ‘05 Lang, 
Cliff (& Cassie) Lang, Brandon (& Phuong) Lang, Brittany 
‘08 Lang, Brock ‘08 Lang, Jenna ‘12 Lang, Scott ‘96 Wolf & 
Brad (& Kristin) ‘99 Wolf and 21 great-grandchildren.
 Erwin “Erv” Leiker passed away on 5-24-15.  He is 
survived by his sons David Leiker & Gary Leiker, daughters 
Deborah Leiker, Diane (Leiker) Weaver & Becky (Leiker) 
Tymiak, brothers LaVern Leiker, Ronnie Leiker, Kenneth 
Leiker & Art ‘72 Leiker, sisters Erma (Leiker) Dinges, Norine 
‘60 Leiker and sister-in-law Bernetha ‘51 (Boos) Leiker.  He 
was preceded in death by his brother Herbert ‘49 Leiker.
 Gilbert J. Leiker died on 2-19-15.  He is survived by 
his sons Dick ‘71 (& Cathy ‘74 Werth) Leiker, Douglas 
‘74 (& Mary) Leiker & David Sp’79 (& Claudia) Leiker and 
daughters Ann ‘81 Leiker & Mary ‘83 (Leiker) (& Rupert) 
Berrington.  He was preceded in death by a son Daniel ‘77 
Leiker.
 Theodore “Ted” Martin died on 5-18-15.  He is survived 
by his children Janice ‘64 (Martin) Jenkins, Elizabeth ‘66 
(Martin) Thomm, Constance (Martin) Clarke, Karolyn 
(Martin) Dawson, Marilyn Martin, JeanAnne (Martin) 
Bemis, Patricia (Martin) Green, Nancy (Martin) Lungren, 
James Martin, Teresa (Martin) Hurst & Daniel Martin.  May 
he rest in peace.
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Alumnus and Benefactor Andrew ‘42C Gosselin Passes
Andrew ‘42C Francis Xavier Gosselin, 94, Bogue, Kansas died Monday, March 
2, 2015.  He was born Feb. 27, 1921, in Damar to Oliver and Lillie (Balthazor) 
Gosselin.  He married Arlene (Mongeau) Gosselin on Jan. 23, 1945, in Zurich, 
Kansas.  Both Andrew and Arlene were first-generation born Americans with 
parents from Canada of French-Canadian descent.  Arlene preceded him in 
death in 2005.  Andrew graduated high school in Bogue before coming to St. 
Joseph’s College and Military Academy in the spring of 1940.  

In December of 1941, with just one semester before receiving his junior college 
degree, Andrew asked Fr. Cletus for his blessing to volunteer for the Air Force 
following the attack on Pearl Harbor. As Andrew recently recalled, “Fr. Cletus 

asked what I would do if he did not give me his blessing.” With a wry smile Andrew completed the thought, “I told 
him I would go anyway.”  Although a health issue prevented Andrew from serving overseas, his contributions to the war 
effort were significant. Andrew served as an aircraft mechanic and test pilot in Clovis, NM. Among other things, he was 
instrumental in making adaptations and modifications to B-29 Superfortresses for service in the Pacific Theater.  Near the 
end of the war, Andrew and Arlene got married while he was on a four day leave.

In 2011, long after SJMA had become Thomas More Prep-Marian, Andrew contributed $80,000 to the St. Thomas More 
Society at a time when we, at the school, were unsure of our ability to begin the junior high program to preserve and 
add to the rich history of Catholic education in Ellis County.  His major gift was instrumental in the early months of 
implementing the plan to complete PK-12 Catholic education in Hays.  In November of 2014 Andrew was awarded an 
honorary junior college degree from St. Joseph’s College and Military Academy with the approval of the diocese of Salina, 
school administration, and the Alumni Association of Thomas More Prep-Marian in recognition of his service to God and 
Country.  Inscribed on our cornerstone and still true to this day...

      “Pro Deo, Pro Patria                             Eternal rest grant unto him, O Lord, and let perpetual light shine upon him.
    For God, For Country”                                   May his soul and the souls of all the faithful departed rest in peace. Amen.

Graduating High School a Day or Two Late... Wilfred ‘38 Beilman
 

 During the years of the Depression and with such a large family to feed, Joseph Beilman 
had to make the tough decision to pull his son Wilfred out of school to go to work in the 
local grocery store.  Wilfred was just beginning his junior year at SJMA.  After working at 
Basgall’s Grocery Store for 5 years, earning $3.00/week, Wilfred joined the war effort in the 
Aleutian Islands during World War II.  Wilfred always regretted not finishing high school.  
Will’s daughter Bobbie Clarke contacted the school and shared her father’s story with us.
 After some discussion, an honorary diploma was created for Wilfred ‘38 Beilman and 
mailed to his daughter.  On November 17, 2014, Wilfred’s family planned a very special family 
dinner/graduation party.  Wilfred had no idea what his family had done on his behalf.  His 
daughter Sandy took him into another room to put on a cap and gown while the rest of the 
family rearranged the furniture and set up the music.  Wilfred marched around to the sounds 
of “Pomp and Circumstance” while his family watched.  After he was done parading around, 
his daughter Bobbie read the following statement, “We are gathered here today to witness 
the high school graduation of Wilfred Robert Beilman.  You are a blessing to our family and a 
source of inspiration to us all.  We hope you will always remember this day with pride at all 
that you have achieved in your life.  This is a day for a well-deserved celebration.  Because 
of your life’s accomplishments, St. Joseph’s Military Academy is proud to present you with 
this honorary Class of 1938 diploma.  Your schooling may be over but remember that your 
education still continues.  We can’t wait to see where life will take you next.  Congratulations!”
 Afterwards, Wilfred spoke to his family, telling them how much this all meant to him and 
how happy he was to be sharing this moment with his family.  At the age of 94, he was so 
proud to be recognized like this at this point in his life.  Submitted by Bobbie Clarke.
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 Richard Neumann passed away on 6-5-15.  He 
is survived by his wife Louise ‘65 (Purdy) Neumann, 
sons Aaron ‘89 Neumann & Brett Neumann and four 
grandchildren.
 Curt Thomas Parker passed away on 6-6-2015.  He is 
survived by his wife Jeanette, sons Colin Parker, Clayton 
Parker & Christian Parker, brother Craig ‘65 Parker and 
sisters Claudia ‘61 (Parker) Pratt, Connie ‘65 (Parker) 
Appelrouth, Cheryl ‘68 (Parker) Noorani, Christine (Parker) 
Wasinger & Cary (Parker) Ryan.
 Lucille Amelia (Staab) Parker died on 1-21-15.  She 
is survived by sons Craig ‘65 Parker & Curt Parker and 
daughters Claudia ‘61 (Parker) Pratt, Connie ‘65 (Parker) 
Appelrouth, Cheryl ‘68 (Parker) Noorani, Christine (Parker) 
Wasinger & Cary (Parker) Ryan.
 Wilfred “Willy” Peltier passed away on 1-20-15 from 
brain cancer.  He is survived by his wife Cecilia ‘70 (Giebler) 
Peltier, children Angela, Karen, John & Brandon and six 
grandchildren.  Willy had just retired in March of 2014 as 
a Physician Assistant in Emergency Care at Pratt Regional 
Medical Center.  His business, Deer Run Properties, will 
continue to operate in their son’s care.
 Mary Maxine Thornton Pfannenstiel passed away 
on 1-1-15.  She is survived by her husband Marvin ‘50 
M. Pfannenstiel, daughters Sheri ‘72 (Pfannenstiel) (& 
Charles “Chuck” ‘71) Walters & Carla ‘73 (Pfannenstiel) 
(& Charles ‘72) Giebler, sons Mike ‘76 Pfannenstiel & Pat 
‘79 (& Peggy) Pfannenstiel and step-sisters Pat Johnson & 
Donna Weaverling.
 James W. Rajewski died on 4-9-15.  He is survived by 
his wife Marian, sons John ‘71 (& Patty) Rajewski, Michael 
‘74 (& Betty) Rajewski, Bob ‘78 Rajewski & Bill ‘81 (& 
Susan) Rajewski and daughters Diane (Rajewski) (& John) 
Martinez, Jane ‘72 (Rajewski) (& Mike ‘72) Frenzl, Carolyn 
‘75 Rajewski (& Greg Zimmerman) & Marie ‘84 (Rajewski) 
(& Andy ‘80) Schmidt.
 Roy F. Sack passed away on 11-4-14.  He is survived 
by his companion Sandy Harper and sons Darrin ‘85 Sack, 
Paul ‘88 Sack & Nathan Sack.  He was preceded in death by 
his son Anthony Sack.
 Ralph Schmeidler passed away on 4-2-15.  He is 
survived by his spouse Elsie, daughters Karen (Schmeidler) 
Herl, Brenda (Schmeidler) Landis & Cheryl (Schmeidler) 
Stramel, brothers Lawrence Schmeidler & Anton 
Schmeidler and sisters Sophia (Schmeidler) Walter, Lillian 
‘49 (Schmeidler) Fisher, Anna ‘54 (Schmeidler) Lessor & 
Gloria ‘57 (Schmeidler) VonLintel.
 Sybilla Schmidt died on 2-2-15.  She is survived by her 
daughter Cora Lee (Schmidt) (& Mel ‘54) Pfannenstiel.  
She was preceded in death by grandson Matthew ‘95 
Pfannenstiel, brother Eugene ‘39C Schmeidler and sister 
Albertina (Schmeidler) Rome.
 Kathleen “Kathy” Mae Schukman died on 3-27-15.  
She is survived by her spouse Kevin Schukman, daughter 
Carrie Pfannenstiel , parents Vern & Dorothy Herrman and 

stepdaughters Sarah ‘99 (Schukman) Smith & Suzanne 
(Schukman) Whitaker.
 Edward “Eddie” F. Schumacher passed away on 
3-27-15.  He is survived by his wife Cora, son Robert ‘72 
(& Marilyn ‘73) Schumacher and daughter Pamela ‘74 
(Schumacher) (& Dennis) Pfannenstiel.
 Josephine “Doe” M. Seifert died on 3-17-15.  She is 
survived by her son Dr. David Seifert, daughters Jolene 
(Seifert) Moore (TMP-Marian Endowment office volunteer) 
& Lori (Seifert) Adkins, 11 grandchildren including Leslie 
‘92 (Moore) Olmstead & Aimee ‘93 (Moore) Brisco and 28 
great-grandchildren.
 Anselm E. Simoneau passed away on 6-8-15.  He is 
survived by his wife Ilene, sons Richard ‘74 Simoneau, 
Bryan (& Dana) Simoneau & Rodney ‘82 Simoneau, 
daughter Sandra (Simoneau) (& Steve ‘71) Orth. Anselm 
was predeceased by his son Dale Simoneau, a brother 
Leroy Simoneau and a daughter-in-law Donna Simoneau. 
 Dianna Spiess passed away on 6-1-15.  She is survived 
by her husband Joe ‘66 Spiess, daughters Krysti & Natalie 
and five grandchildren.
 Lillian M. Sramek died on 1-31-14.  She is survived by 
her sons Stanley ‘65 J. Sramek & Frederick ‘70 A. Sramek.
 Sylvia D. Stecklein passed away on 9-28-14.  She is 
survived by her children Brian Stecklein & Marti (Stecklein) 
Herring, brothers Vern ‘53 Giebler & Ken Giebler and sisters 
Alice (Giebler) Schneider, Ruth (Giebler) Carter & Mae ‘48 
(Giebler) Desch-Boos.  She was preceded in death by her 
son Val Stecklein, daughter Kary Stecklein, brothers James 
Giebler & Joseph Giebler and sisters Loretta (Giebler) 
Stecklein, Lorraine (Geibler) Dreiling, Jeannie ‘52 (Giebler) 
Rupp & Ventura (Geibler) Weigel.
 Edna M. Stice died on 11-26-14.  She is survived by 
her son Gregory Stice and daughter Rhonda ‘73 (Stice) Al-
Otaibi.
 Mary “Madge” M. Thomasson passed away on 1-18-
15.  She is survived by her sons Michael Thomasson, Joseph 
‘64 (& Nadine ‘66 Giebler) Thomasson & Paul Thomasson 
and daughters Mary Joan Thomasson Loe & Margaret ‘69 
(Thomasson) Brungardt.  She was preceded in death by son 
Donald ‘54 Thomasson & daughter Caroline Thomasson.
 Vernon D. Walter died on 2-24-15.  He is survived by his 
wife Diana ‘75 (Pfannenstiel) Walter, sons Andrew Walter, 
Matthew Walter & Kevin Walter, mother Sophia Walter and 
sisters Dorothy ‘63 (Walter) (& Richard) Augustine, Rosie 
‘64 (Walter) (& Herman ‘57) Leiker, Cynthia ‘66 (Walter) 
(& Fran) Rooker & Barbara (Walter) (& Jack) Margaris. 
 Rosemary Walters passed away on 12-8-14.  She is 
survived by her sons Thomas (& Sue) Staab & Frank Staab, 
daughter Elaine ‘60 (Staab) (& Kenneth ‘57) Werth, stepson 
Gary (& Alice) Walters, stepdaughters Doris ‘56 (Walters) 
Dinkel, Rozine ‘59 (Walters) (& Harry) Lambertson, Barb 
‘63 (Walters) McCauley & Debbie ‘75 (Walters) (& Tom)  
Bohm, nine grandchildren including Kevin ‘79 (& Patty) 
Werth, Mark ‘81 (& Simone ‘82 Braun) Werth & Glenn ‘84 
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(& Terri ‘86 Haas) Werth and ten great-grandchildren.
 Sr. Patricia Younger CSA died on 5-7-14 at Saint Francis 
Home in Fond du Lac, WI.  She served in ministry to The 
Leo House and as principal of TMP-M from 1988 to 1991.
 Brixton Thomas Zimmerman, infant son of Thomas 
‘05 & Tiffany Zimmerman, passed away on 12-26-14.  He 
is survived by his grandparents Ed & Janet Kuhn, Tom 
Zimmerman, Allen & Maria Rohr and great-grandparents 
Wilma ‘47 (Rupp) Hoover, Wayne Zimmerman, Connie 
Easter & Dennis ‘61 & Vesta Rohr.

A BIG THANK YOU to everyone who helped update our 
“missing alumni” listed in the last Monogram.  Many of 
the older deaths listed in this issue are the result of your 
assistance and research.  If you feel any of the obituaries 
are in error, please contact our office so we may correct 
them.  Again, our utmost gratitude for helping us find our 
“missing angels”!  May God’s blessings shower down on all 
of our beloved alumni and their families.

Celebrating Jack 
Schramm’s 75th Jubilee; 
Recognizing a Lifetime 
Commitment
 This year marks Jack Schramm’s 75th anniversary of 
graduating from St. Joseph’s Military Academy.  From his 
enrollment as a freshman in the fall of 1936 to today, 
Jack has dedicated so much of his energy and spirit to 
the school.  To recognize his lifetime contribution, we are 
raising $100,000 in his honor to dedicate a portion of the 
soon-to-be renovated fourth floor as the Jack Schramm 
Reception Hall and Museum.
 Last spring the long-awaited elevator project allowed 
more ready access to the school’s top floor.  Plans include 
locating the alumni and advancement office to the fourth 
floor, along with the Fr. Blaine Burkey Center for Research.    
A large portion will also be renovated into a school museum 
and reception space to accommodate reunion events and 
dinners, with displays housing rotating exhibits to honor 
the history given to the school by its many storied alumni.    
All class photos will be digitalized and relocated to this hall.
 This space is special to Jack as it is where he slept in his 
bunk bed during his final three years at SJMA.  It faces the 
Grotto he loves and holds decades of memories for him.    
It’s a great tribute for his name to now be permanently 
attached to this particular area of “The School.”
 Jack’s contributions span many decades.  As a student 
he was a debater, marksman and cheerleader.  Graduating 
in 1940, he remained for two more years to earn his 
Associates Degree from St. Joseph’s Junior College.  He 
was awarded the ROTC Medal of Honor in 1941 and was 
commissioned into the U.S. Army in 1942.  Jack served our 
country in the European Theatre of Operations and was 
decorated with the Bronze Star. 
 An avid booster of SJMA through the mid 1960s, Jack 
recruited many students from Albuquerque and hosted 
scores of alumni events.  He returned to Hays in 1967 to 
serve as the first lay director of admissions at SJMA. 

Jack Schramm ‘40-‘42C

 Over the years, he served as the director of the alumni 
association and founding director of the endowment 
foundation.  Jack was instrumental in the very first Auction 
for Christian Education (A.C.E.) and accepted the first gift 
to the Endowment Foundation which currently holds 
nearly $7 million in assets.  Jack retired from the school 
in 1992 but remained a fixture at games and activities as 
long as he was physically able.  Currently Jack resides at 
Via Christi in Hays.
 The dream of this gathering and museum space can 
become a reality with your contribution.  We invite 
you to consider honoring Jack’s legacy with a gift for 
each of his 75 years.  The first three pledges came from 
Jack’s children: Kathy ‘72 (Schramm) Ensworth, Julie 
‘77 (Schramm) Clifton and Dave ‘82 Schramm.  They 
invite other alumni siblings to consider pooling their 
resources for a family contribution.  Gifts over $750 will be 
permanently remembered in the space.   All gifts are fully 
tax deductible.  See more photos or make a gift on-line at 
tmp-m.org/jack.



 1940 - Alberta (VonFeldt) Knoll was honored for her 
22 years of service with the Ellis County Senior Companion 
program.  She contributes her time to help individuals 
remain independent in their homes.
 1949 - A.J. & Margie Horinek will celebrate their 60th 
wedding anniversary on August 8th with the Horinek & 
Pianalto family reunion.  Congratulations!
 1949 - Marion & Donna Schmidt opened their 
business, Blue Sky Farm, to visitors for tours on 6-7-15.  
Because their miniature horses are double registered, 
they can show wherever there is an AMHA Miniature 
Horse Show, whether in the United States or overseas.  
More importantly, they want people to have a chance to 
view, learn about and understand the horses.  To reserve a 
tour, call 785-625-6725 or visit www.blueskyhorses.com.
 1951 - Tom Pettit has published his second book, 
“Harm’s Way Trilogy,” which contains three long narrative 
poems about the Battle of Tarawa; 19 young soldiers 
from Bedford, Virginia, who died on Omaha Beach during 
WWII; and the First Battle of Bull Run during the Civil War.  
The book is available at Amazon or www.tompettitpoems.
com.
 1951 - Helen (Braun) & Clifford Werth have enjoyed 
62 years of happy marriage together.  Awesome!
 1951 - John C. & Ethel M. Younger recently had a Mass 
and family celebration for their 50th wedding anniversary.    
Children of the couple are JoAnn ‘84 (Younger) Seaman, 
Maria (Younger) Munro, Annette (Younger) Ziegler and 
Mike Younger.
 1952 - Donald & Theresa Gottschalk celebrated 
50-years of marriage last year.
 1953 - Tom Depperschmidt has had his fifth novel 
released, “The Last Gray Line,” available for purchase at 
Amazon or your favorite bookstore.  This book follows a 
squad of 12 senior citizens from a variety of backgrounds 
fighting for the U.S. Army in Afghanistan in 2013-14, where 
they must learn to live, fight and die together.
 1953 - Twila (Staab) Herrman celebrated her 80th 
birthday with an open house hosted by her husband Alex 
and children Janel (Herrman) Weigel, Jillane (Herrman) 
Koochel, Jerilyn (Herrman) Stull, Joyce (Herrman) 
Temanson & Glenn Herrman.
 1954 - Viola (Pfannenstiel) & Leo Dorzweiler have 
been married for 60 years!  Congratulations!

 1954 - Robert & Ila Mae ‘56 (Pfannenstiel) Ruder 
celebrated their 55th wedding anniversary.
 1955 - Ernest “Ernie” Pfannenstiel has decided to 
retire after working as a consultant for Tenaska for 26 
years.  He did comment that he does NOT plan on spending 
as much time on the computer as he has in the past years!
 1956 - Karl Leiker says “hello” to all of his classmates 
and informed us that he is still teaching full-time at 
Westfield State, Maine, but might retire this summer.
 1957 - Fr. Daniel Scheetz will celebrate his 50-year 
jubilee along with Fr. William ‘57 Surmeier.  They were 
both ordained on 5-27-65 by Bishop Marion Forst.  Fr. 
Scheetz retired in 2009 and works nearly full-time filling 
in for other priests.  Fr. Surmeier retired in 2013 but 
continues to help at parishes and Catholic Charities.
 1958 - Jane (Gross) Werner and her husband Tom 
received a Pro-Life award from Bethlehem House in 
Omaha, NE in appreciation for outstanding community 
leadership and dedication to promoting life.
 1959 - Fr. Henry Baxa will celebrate his 25-year jubilee 
at St. Andrew Church in Abilene and has been priest 
supervisor of St. Michael in Chapman since 2004.
 1960 - Harold & Carolyn Leiker celebrated their 50th 
wedding anniversary on 4-24-15 with a card shower 
hosted by their children, Karen Zurfluh, Scott Zurfluh, Troy 
Leiker & Loren Leiker.  
 1961 -  Gloria (Obholz) Desch was recognized for 
her service as a Senior Companion in Hays, a program 
sponsored by Fort Hays State University, Ellis County and 
the cities of Ellis & Victoria.
 1961 - Darrell S. Mudd had his newest book released, 
“The Glocke Conspiracy”, by America Star Books.  This 
book is a story of adventure between teammates caught 
up in the middle of present day and back-in-time to a 
world at war.  Visit www.americastarbooks.com.
 1961 - Linda (Stecklein) & Robert Sander celebrated 
their 50th wedding anniversary with their children John, 
David, Kay & Roxanne and their families in Garden City on 
July 4th, 2014.
 1961 - Patrick A. Walters has retired as president of 
LTS Pharmaceuticals.  He and his wife reside in Arvada, 
Colorado, in the summer and in Bradenton, Florida, in the 
winter.  Patrick is currently a faculty member at FSU and a 
pharmaceutical industry consultant.

Class Notes
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 1962 - Archbishop Charles Chaput O.F.M. Cap. was 
featured on the front page of the Denver Catholic Register 
speaking with Pope Francis on 9-24-14.
 1962 - Joe & Cheryl “Sherri” ‘63 (Weigel) Engel 
celebrated their 50th wedding anniversary with a Mass 
at St. Joseph Church in Hays.  Their children are Tammy 
(Engel) Seely & Todd Engel.
 1962 - Rocky Feltis, Dean Ellner Inc. realtor, attended 
the annual Kansas Association of Realtors Convention in 
Wichita.  Rocky has driven many convertibles in our annual 
Homecoming parades.  Thank you Rocky!
 1962 - Kenneth & Diana Pfannenstiel announce the 
birth of grandson Liam Michael Mahoney, son of Matthew 
& Sara Mahoney, on 3-20-15.  He has a sister Maeve Faye 
Mahoney, age 2 and his other grandparents are Garry & 
Peg Mahoney.
 1963 - Charlie Munsch has been making good use of 
his time in retirement repairing clocks.  He was featured 
in an article in the HDN with pictures of his workshop, 
where he not only repairs, but builds clocks.  Charlie was 
a most valued maintenance man when he worked at TMP-
Marian.
 1963 -  Melvin & Mary ‘63 (Gabel) Sauer celebrated 
50-years of wedded bliss.
 1964 - Bill & Bev ‘65 (Schmeidler) Brungardt 
celebrated their 50th wedding anniversary with a family 
vacation to Brainerd, Minnesota, in June of last year.  
Children of the couple are Julie ‘83 (Brungardt) Johnston 
& Shane ‘86 Brungardt.
 1964 - Nick Niernberger was re-elected as a director 
for an additional three-year term to the Golden Belt Bank 
Board of Directors.
 1965 - ATTENTION CLASS OF 1965... you should have 
received your 50th reunion mailing back in April.  It will be 
a crazy fun time!  We will be celebrating at the VFW on the 
South side on Friday night after the Homecoming football 
game.  Questions??  Contact Joan Palmer 316-522-6017 
(home), 316-259-2750 (cell) or joan.palmer@sbcglobal.
net.  Hope to see you there!
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Class of 1953 Travels to Kansas City, MO
 Ron & Marie Rupp hosted a “mini” class reunion over a five 
day period.  Guests enjoyed a bus tour of Kansas City, a trip to 
the World War I museum and a trip to the Steamboat Arabia 
museum along with many hours of visiting, dining and a bit 
of gambling thrown in for good measure.  This gathering just 
added to their trips that have included visits to Branson, MO; 
Las Vegas, NV; Memphis, TN; Estes Park, CO and a cruise from 
New York to Quebec, Canada.  Next stop on the trail is Austin, 
TX in 2016 and then their 65th reunion in Hays, in 2018.
 Photo and information submitted by Arlen ‘53 Walters, 
“Class Historian.”  Front row seated: Arlen ‘53 Walters, 
Marvin Schmidtberger, Nancy ‘53 (Staab) Schmidtberger, 
Carole Rome, Cathy Pfeifer, Dee Winters (wife of the late 
Art ‘53 Winters), Tom ‘53 Olson; Row 2:  LeRoy ‘53 Rome, 
Bertha Depperschmidt, Ernest ‘53 Leiker; back row: Tom 
‘53 Depperschmidt, Glenna Leiker, Muriel ‘63 (Campbell) 
Walters, Ron ‘53 Rupp, and Marie Rupp.  Also attending 
the reunion but not in this photo:  Mary Ann ‘53 (Beilman) 
Deskins, Jim Deskins, Tom ‘52 Rupp,  Mary Ann Rupp and 
Herbert ‘53 Schmidt.

Many reminders of our storied past adorn the halls of Thomas More Prep-Marian.  The 
values and philosophies espoused during our time as St. Joseph’s Military Academy 
remain our goal today.  To honor our past alumni and their SJMA heritage, we are 
pleased to announce the first annual Military Appreciation Night on Friday, October 23, 
2015.  The Monarch Football Team will be wearing custom jerseys (left) while taking the 
field against the visiting Russell Broncos. 

We are honored to pay tribute to our SJMA Cadets, as well as all active duty and veterans 
of our United States Military with the help of VFW Post 9076 and American Legion Post 
173.  Please plan to join us as we give a special on-field half time salute to our Cadets and 
honor those who have sacrificed for our freedoms.  More details will be available about 
this night at tmp-m.org.

History Holds New Traditions



 1965 - Mark & Dora ‘74 (Pfannenstiel) Leiker 
celebrated their 40th wedding anniversary with a 
reception, dinner and anniversary blessing by Fr. Daryl 
Olmstead.  Their children are Marcie ‘94 (Leiker) (& Lewis) 
Logsdon, Amy ‘95 (Leiker) (& Jim) Thompson and Carl ‘98 
(& Leah ‘97 Legleiter) Leiker.
 1965 - Jim Spiess was the featured speaker at the VFW 
Veteran’s Day program in Hays last fall.  He, along with 
many of our veteran alumni, were pictured in a special 
section of the Hays Daily News as a tribute for their service 
to our country.  After 36 years in the military, Jim retired in 
2007 from the service during which time he was awarded 
the Legion of Merit, Bronze Star, Purple Heart, Marine 
Corps Combat Action Ribbon, Army Combat Action Badge 
& the Vietnam Cross of Gallantry.  Jim is looking forward to 
his 50th class reunion!
 1965 - Patty (Werth) Stull, Coldwell Banker Executive 
Realty realtor, attended the annual Kansas Association of 
Realtors Convention in Wichita.
 1966 - Fr. Donald Pfannenstiel will celebrate his 40-
year jubilee at St. Joseph Parish in Oakley.
 1967 - Shirley (Gnad) Dinkel had three students in her  
Holy Family Elementary Class in Hays win a handmade 
ladder rosary and respect-life wrist band for their respect 
life essays sponsored by the Knights of Columbus Council 
#6984 and were pictured in the HDN.
 1967 - Fr. Kerry Ninemire will celebrate his 40-year 
jubilee at St. Francis Xavier Parish in Junction City.  He 
oversees the Catholic schools there as well as serving as 
the diocese Vicar General.
 1968 - Dennis Bollig was recognized for his service 
in the Senior Companion Program sponsored by Fort 
Hays State University, Ellis County and the cities of Ellis & 
Victoria.
 1968 - Irvin Leiker’s wife, Terry Leiker, was pictured 
in the HDN learning to make rosaries from instructor 
Lisa Eisiminger.  The rosaries were given to the March 
for Life participants from the Salina Diocese Respect Life 
Commission.  Irvin and Terry help decorate for our annual 
ACE Auction every year!  Thank you.
 1969 - Eber Phelps, mayor of Hays, invites everyone 
to visit our city, especially making a stop at the Sternberg 
Museum of Natural History.  The museum is currently 
showcasing the “Titanoboa” exhibit of a 48-foot, 
2,500-pound snake that lived 60 million years ago and 
always has many other fascinating displays.
 1970 - Linda (Karlin) & Robert Degenhardt celebrated 
their 40th wedding anniversary.
 1970 - Kathy (Schmidt) Schmeidler, Coldwell Banker 
Executive Realty realtor, attended the annual Kansas 
Association of Realtors Convention in Wichita.
 1970 - Frederick A. Sramek informed us that he and 
his best friend recently moved to San Diego, California, 
and are enjoying the fabulous weather!

Point of Light
 

 Would you like to nominate someone you admire and 
respect for the prestigious Point of Light Award?  Thomas 
More Prep-Marian chooses the recipients for this 
award each year based upon the following criteria:  1)  
Commitment to our Tradition of Excellence; 2) Activities 
which bring honors to the inductee and to TMP-Marian; 
and 3) Dedication to TMP-Marian in service.  
 Mail your nominination to Chad Meitner c/o TMP-
Marian, 1701 Hall St., Hays, KS 67601 or you can e-mail 
it to meitnerc@hfetmpm.org.  All nominations must 
be received before May 15 for consideration in the 
same calendar year.  Recipients will be announced at 
Homecoming.
 
Historical Listing of Point of Light Recipients

1995 - Sr. Remigia Neder, Fr. Cletus Blockinger, Charles 
Budke, Fr. Timothy Gottschalk, Leo & Albina Dreiling, Coach 
Alvin ‘41 Billinger, Sr. Annabel Dreiling & Coach Gene Flax
1996 - Sr. Amadea Wirtz, Fr. Claude Vogel, Coach Lewman 
Lane, Fr. Anselm Martin, Jack ‘40 Schramm, Dr. Jeff ‘78 
Colyer, Don Bickle & Wendelin ‘33 Sander
1997 - Fr. Blaine Burkey, Jerry ‘74 Seib & Irvin ‘42 Karlin
1998 - Angeline Cepelka, Dan ‘54 Rupp & Joyce ‘70 Dinges
1999 - Sr. Lois ‘31 Karlin, Fr. Paulinus ‘35-’37C Karlin, Al ‘34 
Rupp & Coach Sy Palmer
2000 - Fr. Michael Scully, Norbert ‘65 Kuhn, Fr. Christian Fey 
& Wanda ‘66 Billinger
2001 - Fr. Earl ‘61 Befort & Gerald ‘43C Roth
2002 - Wayne ‘53 & Marie ‘53 Gabel & Dick ‘76 Werth
2003 - Marlene ‘54 Brull
2004 - Jim & Susan Werth & Eugene ‘34 ‘Dusty’ Glassman
2005 - Sharon ‘70 Drees & Bob ‘65 & Karla Sp’67 Dinges
2006 - Irvin ‘68 & Terry Leiker & Jerry ‘72 & Marilyn Luetters
2007 - Fr. John ‘69 Lager & Ken & Cheri ‘65 Haas
2008 - Robert Schmidt, Leroy Gnad & Charles Staab, Jr.
2009 - Bishop George Fitzsimons, Lil ‘73 Kingsley & Jean Ross
2010 - Debbie ‘72 Dinges & Chris ‘77 & Krista ‘78 Gottschalk
2011 - Tom & Debbie ‘75 Bohm, Tom ‘65 Drees, Tony ‘75 & 
Cyndy ‘77 Dreiling, Pat Schmidt & Kay Werth
2012 - Ron ‘75 & Rhonda ‘77 Flax, Don & Jolene Moore, 
Greg & Pam Schmidt & Frank ‘60 & Rosie ‘61 Werth
2013 - Galen & Cathy Pfeifer, Gene & Mary Ellen ‘66 Zimmer
2014 - Fr. Harvey ‘53 Dinkel O.F.M. Cap., Sr. Paul Ann Dinkel 
CSA, Sr. Francis Rose Dinkel CSA, Robert ‘68 & Susan Wolf, 
Lillian Schumacher & John & Shannon Allen
2015 - Will be announced at Homecoming in September.
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 1971 - Dale Haselhorst, Elite Realty Group realtor, was 
installed as the Zone 7 vice president at the annual Kansas 
Association of Realtors Convention in Wichita.
 1971 - Margaret (Gerstner) & Jack Jackson are elated 
with the birth of a granddaughter on 1-7-15 to daughter 
Melissa & husband John.  Congratulations!
 1971 - Kathy “Annie” (Harkness) Lackey, who was 
diagnosed with MS in 1992, is closing in on $200,000 in 
lifetime fundraising for the Multiple Sclerosis Society.  Her 
son Brett commented, “There were two things that were 
consistent; Mom never let me feel sorry for her and her 
faith in God never wavered”.  Our prayers to you.
 1971 - Allen Schmidt has been appointed by Gov. 
Sam Brownback to the Kansas Civil Service Board.  This 
board hears appeals from classified state employees with 
permanent status under the Kansas Civil Service Act as 
well as applicants for classified positions who are entitled 
by law and regulation to appeal to the board.
 1972 - Luci (Budke) & Steve Knopp have treasured 
their 40 years of marriage together.
 1972 - Tim & Ruth Schumacher, with their children 
Jessie ‘95 (Schumacher) Girvan, Jason ‘99 Schumacher & 
Jeremy ‘02 Schumacher, celebrated their 40th wedding 
anniversary in December.
 1973 -  Gloria Pfannenstiel was recognized for 
her three years of service with the Ellis County Foster 
Grandparents program. 
 1974 - Lori (Gross) Hertel celebrated 40 years of 
service with the City of Hays, where she started working 
in 1975.  Her current position is Accounting Specialist.  She 
and husband Mike ‘73 Hertel also celebrated 40 years of 
marriage on 10-5-74. 
 1974 - Sue (Meier) & TR May happily announce the 
birth of their grandson, Dez Rory May, on 4-20-15, son of 
Trevor & Kristie May.  He has two brothers Toby, age 10 & 
Eli, age 7 and his other grandparents are Robbie Graf, the 
late Mike Graf and the late Ronald Dreiling.
 1974 - Luanne (Hoffman) & Gene Theleman 
celebrated the marriage of their son Clayton Theleman to 
Melissa Taylor on 4-25-15.  Melissa’s parents are Larry & 
Dr. Cathy Taylor.
 1975 - Bob & Trudy ‘77 (Herrman) Leikam are excited 
to announce the birth of grandson Devin Robert Bollig, 
son of Preston & Annie Bollig on 4-24-15.  Bob is the TMP-
Marian Junior High assistant vice principal & social studies 
teacher and Trudy is a member of the kitchen staff.
 1976 - Joyce (Ruder) & Rocky Adams announced the 
marriage of their daughter Cassie Adams to Brandon Neff, 
son of Kenneth & Renee Neff, on 4-25-15.
 1976 - Sandy (Dreiling) Gottschalk, former director of 
nursing at North Central Kansas Technical College and now 
Dean of the Hays campus, helped celebrate the school’s 
40th anniversary in December.  She is married to Keith ‘76 
Gottschalk.
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The Rest of the Story 
Behind the Victory Bell

(L-R) Leo “Marty” ‘81 Orth, Charles ‘76 Orth, Harvey ‘67 
Orth, Alice Orth and Steven ‘71 Orth pose for a photo on 
the “Victory Bell” trailer.  The donation of the bell to the 
school points to many fingers.  Parents Leo & Alice told 
son Harvey that he could use the bell (which he and a 
friend mounted on the friend’s trailer) to parade around at 
halftime of a SJMA Homecoming football game.  Little did 
they know that Fr. Cletus would talk Harvey into donating 
both the bell and friend’s trailer to the school.  His parents 
were surprised to hear the football game announcer thank 
the family for their donation!  Thank you Harvey!

‘In the Spotlight’
 Carol Feauto is a familiar face 
in the TMP-M kitchen and dining 
room.  Carol joined the TMP-M 
family in 1987.  She is married 
to Bob Feauto and they are the 
parents of Don Feauto, Cheryl 
‘87 (Feauto) Boeve, Karen ‘88 

(Feauto) Rohr, Sharon ‘89 (Feauto) Schulte, Bryan 
‘90 Feauto and Kelly ‘92 (Feauto) Schibi.  Carol and 
the kitchen staff do an incredible job preparing 
and serving breakfast and lunch for the students, 
faculty and staff during the school year.   With a 
smile on her face, she accepts many extra requests 
from faculty and staff and goes cheerfully above 
and beyond the boundaries of her job description 
to assist everyone with special needs for fund-
raising projects.  The ACE Auction, Golf Classic, 
Homecoming and Black Tie Dinner would not run 
as efficiently without her!  God bless and thank you 
Carol.



2015 Hole Sponsors
8th Street Liquor
Adams, Brown, Beran & Ball
Auto World
B & L Motels 
 Comfort Inn & Suites
Baconrind Appraising Services
Bank of Hays
Big D’s Rent-All
Body & Soul Day & Med Spa
Boone’s Farm
Brock’s-Keithley Funeral Chapel/
 Keithley Monuments
Buff Car Wash
CK Earthworks
Casey’s General Stores
Casual Graphics
Cathodic Systems Company LLC
Central States Novelty LLC
Classic Quality Body Shop
Cline’s Mortuary of Hays & Victoria
Coldwell Banker Exec. Realty
Commercial Builders Inc.
Crawford Supply Co.
Cross Manufacturing, Inc.
Daniel R. Loftus, D.D.S.
Diehl Oil
Discount Siding Supply LP
Downing-Nelson Oil Co., Inc.
Dreiling, Bieker & Hoffman
ESCA Services, LLC
Eagle Communications, Inc.
Edward D. Jones & Co.
Elite Realty Group
Enersys, Inc.
Farm Bureau Financial Services
Field Abstract & Title Company
Flowers by Frances
G. Y. Electric
Gib’s Auto Supply Inc. - 
 Napa Auto Parts
Glassman, Bird, Brown & Powell LLP
Glenn & Amy Braun Family
Gone Logo Screenprinting &
 Embroidery
Great Plains Dermatology
Gregg & Patricia Gottschalk Family
Havco Storage Systems
Hays Chevrolet
Hays Memorial Chapel
Heartland Building Center
Hertel Tank Service
High Plains Machine Works Inc.
Home Steel Siding & Windows LLC
Horizon Appliance & Electronics
James & Anne Brull Family
Jeff Pinkney CPA, Inc.
Jeremy Schumacher Construction LLC
Jostens

 A record setting 129 golfers turned out for the 30th Annual Alumni Golf 
Classic on Friday, May 29, 2015.  The four-person teams enjoyed the day with 
mild wind and temperatures, great golfing, cold refreshments and delicious 
snacks throughout the day.  Thanks to the cooking skills of Mike ‘66 Schmidt 
and Gerald ‘78 Hammerschmidt, guests enjoyed barbecued hamburgers and 
brats, potato salad, baked beans and chips after playing 18 holes of golf.  Every 
golfer received a complimentary gunmetal gray polo shirt in honor of the 30th 
anniversary along with a sleeve of golf balls, koozie and snack crackers before 
golfing and a door prize after the barbecue.

Winners of the different flights were:
Men’s 1st Flight - (score of 58 with tiebreaker) - Dick ‘76 Werth, Gregg ‘76 
Gottschalk, Matt Jacobs and Glenn ‘74 Braun.
Men’s 2nd Flight - (score of 65 with tiebreaker) - Dale ‘71 Haselhorst, Terry ‘73 
Schaffer, Greg Ice and Ron ‘71 Speier.
Mixed Flight - (score of 62) - Grant ‘11 Holub, Zach ‘08 Holub, Sami Hobson and 
Brady ‘12 Rohr.
Women’s Flight - (score of 87) - Jolene Moore, Kathleen Kuchar, Karen Bruggeman, 
Gladys Dinges and Dorothy Gottschalk.

Hole Prize Winners:
Odyssey Versa Putter with Headcover donated by Tim ‘88 & Sandee Werth of 
Werth Wealth Management LLC for the “Longest Drive on #14” - won by Matt 
Jacobs. 
Cobra Fly-Z Adjustable Graphite Driver with Headcover donated by Dick ‘76 & 
Kay Werth of Auto World for the “Longest Putt on #18” - won by Glen Gabel with 
a 27’3½” putt.
Callaway Mack Daddy 2 Wedge donated by Doug ‘74 & Pamela Staab, “In 
Memory of Charlie Staab, Jr.” for the “Closest to the Pin on #9” - won by Glenn 
‘74 Braun with a shot that landed 4’ from the hole.

Raffle Prize Winners:
1) Cobra Adjustable 3-4 Hybrid Flex donated Anonymously - won by Lester 
 Robben.
2) NikeGolf Stand Golf Bag donated by Hyle & Ann Hugunin - won by Zach ‘08 
 Holub.
3) Ping Stand Golf Bag donated by Hays Car & Truck Alignment - won by Grant 
 ‘11 Holub.
4) $100 Cash donated by Brungardt, Hower, Ward, Elliott & Pfeifer - won by 
 Sandra Werth.
5) Your Choice Golf Shirt from FH Golf Shop donated Anonymously - won by 
 Dale ‘71 Haselhorst.
6) Titleist Pro V Golf Balls donated Anonymously - won by Fr. David Metz.

 June 3, 2016  -  Mark this date on your calendar for next year and 
plan on getting together with your classmates and friends for a fun day of golf.  
Anyone is welcome to join us, whether you have a handicap of 4 or 40!

Annual Alumni Golf Classic 
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Lost & Found
The TMP-M front office has 
a large collection of lost and 
found items.  If you have lost 
something on campus, please 
check for your belongings.

2015 Hole Sponsors
Kinderknecht Family Dentistry
Knights of Columbus Insurance
Koerner Chiropractic & Physical
 Therapy
L & J Schumacher Rental
Lewis Automotive Group
Marvin & Shirley Rupp
Midwestern Pipeworks, Inc.
Mike’s Automotive Repair
Nex-Tech Wireless
Our Lady Help of Christians Parish
 Antonino, KS
Perf-Tech Wireline Services, Inc.
Phaze 2 Team Gear
Roman Catholic Diocese - Salina
 Bishop Edward Weisenburger
Romme Real Estate
S & B Motels - Courtyard by 
 Marriott, Salina, KS
St. Anthony Church
 Schoenchen, KS
St. Anthony’s Knights of Columbus
 Council #4166
St. Catherine Church
 Catharine, KS
St. Fidelis Friary 
St. Joseph Church
St. Joseph Knights of Columbus
 Council #1325
St. Mary’s Knights of Columbus
 Council #6984
St. Nicholas of Myra
Stahl Products, LLC
Steve’s Electric & Roustabout Co.
Sunflower Electric Power Corp.
Sunrise Oilfield Supply
Toby Jugs
Tri-Central Office Supply, Inc.
U-Save Pharmacy
Viztum Commercial Flooring, Inc.
Wal-Mart SuperCenter
Werth Wealth Management
Western KS Medical Corp.
 Allergy Clinic Western KS
 Ear Nose & Throat
Whiskey Creek Wood Fire Grill

God bless and thank you all for 
your support and continued 

generosity! 

Men’s 1st Flight Winners
Matt Jacobs, Gregg ‘76 

Gottschalk, Glenn ‘74 Braun 
and Dick ‘76 Werth (L-R)

Men’s 2nd Flight Winners
Ron ‘71 Speier, Terry ‘73 Schaffer, 
Dale ‘71 Haselhorst and Greg Ice 

(L-R)

Mixed Flight Winners
Sami Hobson, Zach ‘08 

Holub, Grant ‘11 Holub and 
Brady ‘12 Rohr (L-R)

Women’s Flight Winners
Dorothy Gottschalk, Jolene 
Moore, Karen Bruggeman, 
Gladys Dinges and Kathleen 

Kuchar (L-R)
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Proud great-grandparents are Ernest ‘55 & Rosemary ‘57 
(Engel) Pfeifer, Irvin & Darlene Werth, Marvin & Mary Jo 
‘49 (Rohr) Braun and the late Norbert & Betty Leiker.
 1977 - The late Ron Ruder & wife Donna were elated 
with the marriage of their daughter Lindsay to Kendal 
Kershner on 10-18-14 at St. Francis of Assisi Catholic 
Church in Frisco, TX.  Lindsay is a Physician Assistant 
for Pediatric Surgery with the Banner Health System in 
Phoenix, Arizona, and a graduate of Frisco High School 
and Texas A&M University.  She completed her Masters 
Degree studies at A.T. Stil University.  Kendal is completing 
his doctorate in Psychology in Phoenix and is a graduate 
of Scott City High School and Kansas State University.  He 
earned his Masters degree at Clemson University.
 1977 - Brian Staab was re-elected to the Midland 
Marketing Board of Directors as vice president.  For the 
past 35 years, he has farmed with his father Virgil Staab 
and brother Tim ‘75 Staab and now includes Nathan ‘02 
Staab in their operation.
 1978 - Joe Bollig was featured for his outstanding 
career in Catholic journalism as a senior reporter for the 
Leaven (official newspaper for the Archdiocese of Kansas 
City).  He not only expertly crafts stories that can’t help 
but pull readers more deeply into their faith, but is also a 
walking encyclopedia of church history and doctrine.
 1978 - Lt. Governor Jeff Colyer & Governor Sam 
Brownback invited the TMP-Marian High School choir 
to sing at their inauguration ceremony in January at the 
capitol building.  Both Colyer and Brownback were in 
Hays in April to ceremonially sign Senate Bill 95 (Kansas 
Unborn Child Protection from Dismemberment Abortion 
Act) at TMP-Marian in front of a crowd of students.  
 1978 - Gary Schmeidler is proud of his wife Liz, who 
has just published her third Christian fiction novel titled 
“Forever Love.”  Her books are written to entertain with a 
message of hope and faith for all Christians.
 1980 - Randy & Danna Kaiser welcomed grandson 
Harrison Kaiser Givan on 2-9-15, son of Daniel & Kallyn 
Givan.  Harrison has a brother Graham Dalton, age 2.  His 
other grandparents are Gene & Lori Givan.
 1980 - Brian Lang has been appointed to the HaysMed 
Board of Directors.  He is the president and CEO of Lang 
Diesel, Inc. and is married to Anne ‘83 (Grabbe) Lang.  
Lang Diesel made a donation of $1,000 to Hillsboro 
Elementary School after the school won their “Win $1,000 
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 1976 - Brian & Gale Karlin, along with Tim Engel, are 
pleased with the marriage of their daughter Amanda Engel 
to Shawn Bird, son of JoAnn Bender on 6-27-15.
 1976 - Dan Schmidt was featured in the HutchNews 
remembering his win of the state championship title at the 
1976 “Grand State” wrestling tournament, which ceased 
to exist two years later.  Dan (currently head wrestling 
coach at Hoisington), along with numerous other coaches, 
would like to see the wrestling Grand State reinstated, 
which would need the KSHSAA’s majority vote approval.
 1977 - Tom & Santina Dechant are thrilled with the 
birth of granddaughter Ella Catherine Schwandt on 10-21-
14 to Jamie & Tomi Schwandt.
 1977 - Peter Hill has an eBook available for all through 
Amazon, iTunes, Barnes & Noble, etc. titled “Warrior 
Work:  A 52 Week Guide to Help You G.E.T.I.T. Together”.  
This book integrates vast and seemingly paradoxical 
worlds of knowledge into pragmatic everyday applications 
to help you be the best person you can be.  For the past 
18 years, Peter has worked as a life coach teaching martial 
arts, conflict resolution and life skills to inner city youth at 
a K-12 charter school in Mesa, Arizona.
 1977 - Trudy (Herrman) Leikam, along with TMP-
Marian Kitchen Supervisor Carol Feauto, received honors 
from the Certified Child Nutrition Manager Training 
program.  Trudy was recognized as a Manager 1 while 
Carol was recognized as a Manager 2 for completing hours 
of training.
 1977 - Sue (Braun) & Laren Leiker celebrated the birth 
of their granddaughter Riley Marie Leiker, daughter of 
Landon & Lynn Leiker, on 3-2-15.  She has two brothers 
Logan Leiker, age 5 & Jacob Leiker, age 3 and her other 
grandparents are Dave & LuAnn ‘80 (Werth) Pfeifer.   



 1984 - Kevin & Marti Karlin, along with siblings Kim ‘86 
(Karlin) & Darren ‘86 Niernberger and Kelly ‘88 (Karlin) & 
Keith ‘88 Wasinger, celebrated their parents’, Jerry ‘62 & 
Cindy ‘63 (Kisner) Karlin, 50th wedding anniversary.
 1986 - Aaron Dome has been promoted to the position 
of fire lieutenant with the Hays Fire Department.  He is 
nationally certified as an advanced firefighter, EMT, fire 
truck driver-operator, basic fire inspector and basic fire 
instructor.  He is married to Kolleen ‘96 (Leiker) Dome.
 1986 - Kathy (Leiker) & Kevin Huser are delighted with 
the marriage of their daughter Kasandra Huser to Taylor 
Bliss, son of Glen & Chris Bliss on 5-30-15.  Grandparents 
of the couple are Herman ‘57 & Rosie ‘64 (Walter) Leiker, 
Leon Huser, the late Elsie Huser, the late Glen Bliss, Twila 
Bliss, and the late Edward & Norma Mariman.
 1987 - Kelly (Klaus) Smith, member of the American 
Legion Auxiliary Unit No. 173, helped purchase and mail 
snacks and toiletries to Fort Riley service men and women 
recently deployed to the Middle East.
 1989 - Dr. Jennifer (Sundgren) Brull set a new record 
for the number of patients served at the Doctors Without 
Delay Clinic in Plainville.  
 1991 - Michael Coakley performed the national 
anthem in May as the Kansas City Royals hosted the 
Detroit Tigers.  He studied vocal music at the Conservatory 
at UMKC and currently lives in Weston, Missouri, where 
he owns Weston Brewing.
 1991 - Shannon & Jessica Gnad announce the birth 
of their daughter Ruby Jean Gnad on 12-29-13.  Ruby has 
two siblings Jack, age 5 & Betsy age 2½.  Her grandparents 
are Michael ‘66 & Laytha Gnad.
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For Your Favorite Charity” Facebook contest, which was 
conducted in celebration of LDI’s commitment to serving 
Kansas through its dealerships.
 1980 - Dr. James Leiker recently stepped aside as 
Director of the Kansas Studies Institute, an academic 
program he founded in 2009, to become Chair of the 
Department of History and Political Science at Johnson 
County Community College in Overland Park.  In 2013, 
Jim delivered the inaugural Clio Distinguished Alumni 
Lecture for the Department of History at Fort Hays State 
University.  He and his wife Cherie, Professor of Business 
Office Technology, make their home in Shawnee.  Jim’s 
mom Betty continues to reside in Hays.
 1980 - LuAnn (Werth) & Dave Pfeifer are thrilled with 
the birth of granddaughter Kenzie Marie Flinn, daughter of 
Todd & Danielle Flinn, on 1-20-15.  Her other grandparents 
are Verda Flinn & Mitch Flinn and her great-grandparents 
are Ernest ‘55 & Rosemary ‘57 (Engel) Pfeifer, Irvin & 
Darlene Werth, Jerry & Connie Summers and Belva Flinn.
 1980 - Tony Rohr, managing principal of Gould-
Evans architectural firm, has teamed up with Rockhurst 
University to pilot an unconventional classroom they call 
STEAM Studio.  It offers children the opportunity to think 
in more non-traditional ways with innovative and creative 
inspiration, using the firm’s architectural designing tools 
and unique office and loft space.
 1980 - Randy & Michelle Werth were honored to 
receive the 2015 Ellis County Conservation Award.  The 
2015 Ellis County Maintenance Award was given to Rome 
Farms; Aaron & Shana Rome (HFE & TMP-M parents), 
Jason & Jeanie Rome and Garret Rome and the Rangeland 
Award went to Jared & Jaquelynn Hammersmith.
 1982 - Jerry & Renee ‘84 (Werth) Michaud, plus CYO 
members Bailey ‘15 Rome and daughters Monica ‘14 & 
Hannah ‘16 Michaud, were featured in the HDN wrapping 
gifts at The Mall during the past Christmas season.  Jerry & 
Renee are the  youth coordinators at St. Joseph Parish and 
the donations help the students attend the National Youth 
Conference in November and send Junior CYO members 
to CYO camp in the summer.
 1983 - Lori (Brown) & Mark Lang along with Joe & Gail 
Robben and Don & Sherri Morrow, announce the marriage 
of their children Kelsey Robben and Lance Morrow on 
4-16-15.
 1984 - Patricia (Penka) Drees, wife of Tom ‘82 Drees 
and daughter of Jerold ‘60 & Judy ‘61 (Weltz) Penka, 
graduated on 5-17-14 from Fort Hays State University 
with a MSN in nursing education.  She is an instructor in 
the Associate Degree Nursing Program at North Central 
Kansas Technical College.  
 1984 - Monty Feltis & Malene Algien were united 
in matrimony on 9-6-14 at St. Mary’s Church in Pueblo, 
Colorado.  Parents of the couple are Les & Gerri ‘62 
(Karlin) Weber and Rocky ‘62 & Peggy Feltis.

Donor Roll Online at
TMP-M.ORG/STMS



 1996 - Eddie & Tracy ‘96 (Gore) Perrett had their son 
Ben (age 4) pictured in the HDN painting a picnic table 
during the Kiwanis One Day service project.  Eddie, past 
president of the Kiwanis, was also shown presenting a 
check to the city of Hays for $40,000 to renovate Kiwanis 
Park as part of the Kiwanis 100 years celebration as a 
national club in January. 
 1997 - Josh Rajewski & Dawn ‘97 Billinger were 
married in Kansas City on 4-11-15 with a reception in 
Hays on 5-16-15.  Parents of the couple are Rick & Vickie 
Rajewski and Wanda ‘66 (Weigel) Billinger & the late 
Robert ‘62 Billinger.
 1998 - Stacey (Klaus) Komarek & Chris York were wed 
on 11-14-14.  Parents of the couple are Ernie & Linette 
Klaus and Cyndie Watkins & Jack York.
 1998 - Brandon Legleiter & Nicole ‘06 Rich happily 
announce their marriage on 4-4-15.  Congratulations!
 1998 - Jeff Leiker has just completed a series of 
classes to become a FWS (French Wine Scholar), which 
was taught through the French Wine Society in Atlanta, 
Georgia.  (He said that if all his classes at TMP-M had 
included wine tastings, his interest would have been much 
greater in school!)  He currently works at Tower Wine and 
Spirits in the Buckhead store, which is incredibly busy but 
quite enjoyable.  Jeff misses Kansas but has grown to love 
Atlanta, especially the two month winters.  Should you be 
in the area or live in Atlanta, he would love to hear from 
you (jleiker2@gmail.com)!
 1999 - Matthew Piatt is in his sixth season at Lyric 
Opera of Chicago in the role of assistant conductor.  During 
the production of Porgy and Bess last December, he was 
also one of two pianists, which means he did everything 
from playing for rehearsals to fine-tuning diction to help 
with musical preparation for the show... including being 
able to do a little bit of singing himself!
 2000 - Beth (Lang) & Nathan Aldridge are thrilled with 
the birth of their son Nolan Cade Aldridge on 4-20-15.  He 
has a sister Marabelle Aldridge, age 3.  Proud grandparents 
are Tim ‘75 & Lisa ‘76 (Rohleder) Lang, Dennis & Denise 
Pfeifer and James & Chris Aldridge.
 2000 - Jeremy Basil Dannebohm, after being elected 
to the Kansas House of Representatives for the 113th 
District, plans to advance public awareness of Parkinson’s 
Disease through leadership by example.  He was diagnosed 
with Young Onset Parkinson’s Disease and wants to show 
Americans that the disease will not slow a person down.
 2000 - Chris & Raleen Grandy are excited with the 
birth of their son Braxton Lee Grandy, born on 10-3-14.  
He has a sister Braelyn Grandy, age 3 and his grandparents 
are Ray & Joleen Fisher, Terry ‘71 & Arlene Werth and 
Gene Grandy. 
 2001 - Sarah (Lang) Wasinger, assistant to Hays USD 
489 Superintendent Dean Katt, wrote an article for the 
Progress 2015 HDN insert about events, activities and 

 1992 - Leslie (Moore) Olmstead & her sister Aimee 
‘93 (Moore) Brisco were delighted with the picture of 
their father, Don Moore, working at the Hays Optimist 
Club Christmas tree lot in the HDN.  Proceeds from the 
tree sales go towards youth projects in Ellis County.
 1993 - Jamie Droegemeier was named a 2015 Kansas 
Department of Education Horizon Award recipient.  He 
graduated from Pittsburg State University and worked 
as an accountant for 14 years before pursuing a teaching 
certificate at Mid-America Nazarene University.  Jamie 
earned a master’s degree in technology enhanced teaching 
in December and currently teaches seventh grade math at 
Spring Hill Middle School.
 1993 - Andy & Michelle ‘96 (Kippes) Kieffer were 
overjoyed with the picture of their son Avery Kieffer riding 
in the FrostFest parade last December in the HDN.
 1993 - Melissa Stramel  informed us of her marriage to 
Fred Hunt on 10-31-14.  Parents of the couple are Marsha 
Colby, Freda Hunt & Dale Birch.  The two have known each 
other for 21 years and now reside in Colfax, Washington 
with Melissa’s daughter Alex.  Melissa graduated from 
Washington State University with a BA in Public History 
with honors in 2013 and is now self-employed as editor 
and photographer of Hunt Photography.  Fred graduated 
from FHSU in 1996 with a BA in communications and 
an emphasis in journalism and is currently employed at 
Washington State University as Information Technology 
Specialist for the College of Arts & Sciences, as well as 
photographer for Hunt Photography.
 1994 - Jeff & Julie ‘96 (Moeder) Brull had their 
daughter Jenna Brull pictured in the HDN celebrating 
Jesus’ birth with a baby shower for Mary last December at 
Holy Family Elementary School.  For more than 25 years, 
HFE has collected baby items to donate to those in need, 
with the gifts this year going to Catholic Charities.
 1994 - Andrea (Schmidt) & Larry Feldkamp are proud 
to announce the birth of their daughter Avery Rose 
Feldkamp on 10-22-14.  She has two brothers Kendall, 
age 3 & Logan, age 2.  Their grandparents are Alexia 
‘69 (Gross) Schmidt, the late Charles ‘70 Schmidt, Rosie 
Feldkamp and the late Lloyd Feldkamp.
 1995 - Jana Rupp received one of seven prestigious 
Golden Apple Awards for Excellence in Teaching in 2015.  
She is a middle school math teacher and Math Department 
Leader at Bosque School in Albuquerque, New Mexico.  
Nominees must complete a lengthy application describing 
their teaching methodology, development experiences, 
community volunteerism and teaching philosophy and 
after being selected as a finalist, are observed in their 
classroom by the selection committee.  Great job Jana!
 1996 - Nick & Melissa ‘97 (Legleiter) Jensen have 
recently moved to Tulsa, Oklahoma, where Nick has 
accepted a position as Senior Project Engineer with 
Engineering Technology Innovations.
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recognition programs in the school district.  Sarah and her 
husband Joel have been building their own home for the 
past year and are close to completion.
 2002 - Luke & Jessica ‘02 (Shields) Gottschalk are 
delighted to announce the birth of their son Miles Luke 
Gottschalk on 12-19-14.  He has a sister Lilly Elise, age 
2.  Proud grandparents are Chris ‘77 & Krista ‘78 (Leiker) 
Gottschalk, Marie ‘70 (Walters) Shields & Roger Shields 
and his great-grandparents are Cecil ‘53 & Dorothy 
Gottschalk.
 2002 - Laura (Fisher) & Kenny Waldschmidt are elated  
with the birth of their son Bryan Joseph Waldschmidt on 12-
19-14.  Larry & Anita (TMP-Marian office administration) 
Dreiling are his grandparents.
 2003 - Dane & Kayla Lonnon are thrilled to announce 
the birth of their daughter Claire Julia Lonnon, born on 
1-15-15.  She has a brother Mason Joshua Lonnon, age 3.  
Delighted grandparents are Jan & Cherry Martin and John 
& Patti ‘74 (Schmidt) Lonnon. 
 2004 - Nick & Kelli Flax welcomed Jacob Allen Flax on 
4-23-15.  Overjoyed grandparents are Gene (TMP-Marian 
Athletic Director) & Theresa (former HFE teacher) Flax.
 2004 - Lesley (Craig) & Michael Hagar welcomed 
daughter Alaina Ann Hagar on 11-9-14.  She has a sister 
Alivia Jade Hagar, age 4 and her grandmother is Lisa ‘85 
(Gatschet) Craig.
 2004 - Brandon Weber & Janna Sorensen tied the knot 
on 5-2-15.  Parents of the couple are Gary & Ruth Sorensen 
and Jerry & Ann Weber.
 2006 - Paula (Fisher) & Brady Mattison celebrated the 
birth of their daughter Coraline JoAnn Mattison on 12-
22-14.  Larry & Anita (TMP-Marian office administration) 
Dreiling are her grandparents.
 2007 - Katie (Gottschalk) & Nate Burkman happily 
announce the birth of their daughter Emerson “Emmy” 
Shane Burkman on 2-26-15.  Bursting with pride are 
grandparents Chris ‘77 & Krista ‘78 (Leiker) Gottschalk and 
Dr. Kip & Chris Burkman along with her great-grandparents 
Cecil ‘53 & Dorothy Gottschalk.
 2007 - Holly Dreiling & Colton Lang were married on 
6-27-15.  Parents of the couple are Kathy (TMP-Marian 
Music Director) & Allan Amrein, the late Frank Dreiling, 
Amy Lang, the late Tim Lang and Judy Lang.  Holly has 
accepted a teaching position in Natoma, Kansas.
 2007 - Mallory Fieler & Ryan Bibens are excited to 
announce their engagement and forthcoming wedding 
date of 10-10-15 in Overland Park, Kansas.  Parents of the 
couple are Kevin ‘76 & Kay ‘77 (Dreiling) Fieler and Jeff & 
Christina Bibens.
 2007 - Trevor Ottley was featured in the HDN Hays 
Area Young Professionals publication.  He is currently the 
sales manager for Mid Kansas Auto Auction in Hays.
 2007 - Andrea (Fairbank) & Jordan Ouellette are 
overjoyed with the birth of their daughter Aalayah on 
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Class of 1971 
Decides on Project After Their 

40th Reunion to Benefit Alma Mater

 Project:  Fr. Blaine Burkey Center 
  for Research Archive Digitization
 Description: The CFR has approximately 5,674 pages 
of fragile newspapers and 26 pages of a scrapbook they 
would like digitized. The items range in page size up to 
14” x 21”.  The papers and scrapbook will be unbound 
to single sheets and captured at 300 ppi, 8 bit grayscale. 
The archival TIFF images will be named using a title, 
year, month, day and sequential page counter (example: 
news_20120326_001.tif) or book ID plus sequential 
counter (example:scrapbook01_001.tif). The TIFFs will be 
used to create searchable pdf files.
 These newspapers go back to the 1930’s up to the 
present.  Pages would be created to be searchable pdf 
files so anyone could search for  - say their name – and all 
instances of that search will show up.  At least that is how 
we perceive it to work.  These pages will be stored on the 
Internet, making it available for anyone to view and search 
at any time.
 The estimated cost for the approximately 5,700 
pages is $4,962.  This is only a start to the items needing 
digitization, but gives the school a head start and hopefully 
other classes can carry on with future projects.  The Class 
of 1971 has raised $2,300.00 to date.
 Your Alumni Association has purchased a photo scanner 
that is capable of scanning 50 photos per minute and a 
start has been made to digitize all of the historical photos 
currently stored in the archives.  It is their goal to share 
these photos on-line in the media gallery at tmp-m.org and 
in a display in the new museum planned with the fourth 
floor renovation.
 If you would like to donate towards this project, just 
send in a donation to the Alumni Association of Thomas 
More Prep-Marian with a note that it is for the Class of 
1971 Digitization Project.  These are our memories and 
they are considered absolutely priceless!

1-15-15.  Her grandparents are Rod & Michelle (former 
TMP-Marian Admissions Director) Fairbank.
 2007 - Julie Schmeidler & Tyler Ummel were united 
in holy matrimony on 6-13-15.  Parents of the couple are 
Michael ‘70 & Cheryl Schmeidler and Donald & Jacqueline 
Ummel.
 2007 - Cameron Werth and his wife Jen welcomed home 
their adorable new son Aiden Thomas Werth who was born 
on 5-7-15.  Proud grandparents are Mark ‘81 & Simone ‘82  
(Braun) Werth, Tom Ney and Tammy Ney, great 
grandparents are Kenneth ‘57 and Elaine ‘60 (Staab) 
Werth and Francis and Jacquelyn ‘60 (Zimmerman) Braun.



 Success... a word  that does not need to be defined... 
but we came close to redefining it with a record breaking 
total at this year’s “Off to the rACEs” Auction!  It’s no 
coincidence that we also have our own “Triple Crown” 
winner!  Coming round the turn was Item #60 for the Al 
Billinger Fieldhouse project and the matching funds, closing 
in were the matching Penny Donors and coming down the 
stretch was the auction itself.  The winner was anyone who 
attended and/or supported this event.  The big item was 
the selling of the Black Tie Dinner for $39,000.00, thanks 
to Don and Chris Bickle.  The Bickles not only support TMP-
Marian, but support the Hays community as well.  Don 
makes it entertaining, and this year Chris played right along.  
President Mirta Martin from FHSU also attended and her 
press box parties sold very well.  Filling the Al Billinger 
Fieldhouse was the delightful aroma of roses ablaze in their 
red glory, which were on all of the tables.  Everything looked 
so exquisite thanks to our decorating committee headed by 
Joyce ‘70 Dinges and Irvin ‘68 Leiker.  Our donated items 
were simply super as there was something for everyone.  
The co-chairs Rod ‘88 & Verda ‘88 (Vehige) Brin and Scott 
& Rhonda ‘84 (Brin) Stults welcomed our sell-out crowd at 
the starting gate, urging everyone to have a good time and 
to bid, bid, bid... and go high!  An enjoyable evening was 
had by all.
 On April 11th, our daughter Dawn ‘97 Billinger 
married the love of her life, Josh ‘97 Rajewski.  The wedding 
was held in Kansas City.  Due to health issues, my husband 
Bob could not attend the wedding.  Thanks to technology, 
as brother Scott ‘89 Billinger walked her down the aisle, 
Bob was able to give her away via Skype and a cell phone 
speaker.  It was very special.  Then on May 16, we had 
another wedding in Hays for the newlyweds and everyone 
had a great time.  Again, Bob could not attend but was able 
to see Dawn in her wedding dress.  “She was so beautiful,” 
he would tell me later.  She is happy and she will be taken 
care of.
 On Tuesday, May 19, our world came crashing down.  
God decided it was Bob’s time and called him home.  Fr. Earl’s 
homily said that Bob’s pain and suffering was over and that 
he was at peace, safely home in Heaven, gave us comfort.  
Classmate Larry ‘62 Weigel spoke of Bob at the mass also, 
telling of his important role on the Cadet basketball team, 
his smartness, his laugh and his infectious smile that will 
be remembered always.  Most important to Larry and all 

of their friends was that Bob will always be one of their 
best friends.  Bob was so proud of the basketball team from 
Jefferson West (Kennedy) and the Cadet team.  My family 
knows those stories well... we heard them over and over 
through the years.  But for me, Scott and Dawn, we have 
those stories in our hearts and we never got tired of hearing 
them.  Larry ‘61 Staab sent me a card with a personal note 
saying, “We had a successful team in 1961 and Bob was a 
big contributor in more ways than one.  Maybe in our next 
life, the man upstairs can give us our youth back and we can 
do a shoot around together.  I know there is an Ellis County 
in heaven.  When my day comes, I hope to see  family 
and friends at the pearly gates.  Of course, we need beer, 
sausage and foods from the home country.  Bob, please 
have the cold beer ready.”  Bob’s memorials are going to the 
Al Billinger Fieldhouse restoration project because it was 
such an important part of our family and the Al Billinger 
family.  We were married for 48 years and his death has 
left a huge void in my heart and in our lives.  Scott has been 
my rock for the last two years.  He helped take care of Bob 
and without his help, I could not have done it alone.  Dawn 
came home as often as she could and called daily.  Bob and 
I are so proud of them both.
 Our family wasn’t alone with others joining our alums 
in heaven.  We lost friends; Frank ‘47 Rohleder (I will 
miss our conversations and his ornery smile); Wilma ‘51 
(Schmidt) Augustine (how many ladies out there had their 
babies delivered by Wilma before our doctors could get 
there?); Jim ‘64 Kohl; Clarence Lang; Evelyn Korbe; Gilbert 
Leiker; and Bob ‘69 Giebler (I will miss him at all the TMP-
Marian games).  We lost good friends Jean ‘67 (Pfannenstiel) 
Basgall, Rick ‘71 Bollig, Ron ‘77 Ruder and Martina Bieker 
(she was in my parent’s wedding); long-time custodian at 
Kennedy Alfred Geist; classmate’s parents Dr. James Colyer 
DDS, Ellen Dreiling, Kathryn Hoffman, Ted Martin (once my 
boss), Madge Thomasson, Mary Buchheister and Dianna 
Speiss (wife of Joe’66 Spiess); and our dear friends and 
auctioneers for our annual ACE Auction for the past 11 
years, Larry Brenner and Anselm Simoneau.  To all of their 
families, our sympathies and peace my friends, until...
 As I was writing this, the tears fell frequently, not only 
for my loss but for everyone’s.  Then it hit me... our alumni 
base is growing fast in heaven but they all left legacies.  
They have passed on their knowledge, their rich traditions 
and their love of this school.  The sacrifices they endured, 
the foresight they had, was all for us.  We need to continue 
all of what they taught us.  I say  “Thank you.”
 Homecoming is around the corner and you all know 
I love Homecoming!  Can’t wait to see the 50-year class of 
1965.  For my class of 1966, next year will be our 50 years... 
can you believe it?  We will be starting to plan in a couple of 
months.  Hope to see you all!

 Go Monarchs & Peace!

Wanda’s Corner

Alumni Director
Wanda Billinger
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 2007 - Kyle Werth & Hannah ‘10 Schippers were wed 
on 6-6-15.  Parents of the couple are Tony ‘81 & Vicki 
Schippers and Tim ‘71 & Marilyn ‘71 (Budke) Werth.
 2007 - Leighton Werth DDS has joined the dental 
practice of Dr. Troy D. Hallagin DDS in Hays.  Leighton 
graduated from FHSU and the UMKC School of Dentistry.
 2008 - Kelton Stecklein & Jillian Proffitt were married 
on 8-30-14.  Parents of the couple are Bob & Patty Proffitt 
and Frank & Karla Stecklein.
 2009 - Alexis Inlow & Thomas Holschuh announce 
their engagement and forthcoming wedding date of 8-1-
15.  Parents of the couple are Roy & Jayne ‘84 (Costigan) 
Inlow and Richard & Julie Holschuh.
 2009 - Nolan McNeil & Claire Hieger were united in 
marriage on 1-31-15.  Parents of the couple are Steve & 
Kim Hieger and Glen ‘72 & Terry McNeil.
 2009 - Darren Wellbrock received a Mechanical 
Engineering Degree from Benedictine College and is 
working as an engineer at Experitec in Kansas City.
 2010 - Anne Drees, daughter of Tom ‘82 & Patricia 
‘84 (Penka) Drees, graduated 5-17-14 with two degrees 
from FHSU, a BA in English and a BS in education.  She is a 
substitute teacher for TMP-Marian and LaCrosse H.S.  Her 
mother, Patricia ‘84 (Penka) Drees graduated from FHSU 
the same day!
 2010 - Jenna Dreiling & Kyle Rankin were wed on 
9-27-14 with Fr. Daryl Olmstead officiating.  Parents of the 
couple are Keith ‘79 & Pam Dreiling, Joleen Rankin and the 
late Michael Rankin.
 2011 - Sara Dreiling & Kyle Zimmerman were married 
on 4-11-15 by Fr. Earl ‘61 Befort O.F.M. Cap. at the Basilica  
of St. Fidelis in Victoria.  Parents of the couple are Dave ‘79 
& Margie Dreiling and Loren ‘74 & Jolene Zimmerman.
 2011 - Krayton Werth has been named co-manager of 
the Buckle store in Hays.
 2011 - Tanner Younie, Fort Hays State University 
senior majoring in political science, has been named 
one of twelve FHSU 2015 “Men of Merit”.  This project 
recognizes men who positively define masculinity through 
challenging norms, taking action and leading by example 
while making outstanding contributions to FHSU and/or 
the community.  His parents are Phil Younie & Chris ‘85 
Werth and his grandparents are Frank ‘60 & Rosie ‘61 
(Pfannenstiel) Werth.
 2014 - Jeff Richmeier was awarded a $700 Western 
Kansas Manufacturer’s Scholarship for the 2014-15 school 
year.  This award is given to students enrolled in industrial 
engineering, pre-engineering or business administration.  
Jeff is attending school at the University of Kansas.
 Sp - Sr. Paul Ann Dinkel CSA celebrated her 60th year 
of profession on 7-20-14 in Fond du Lac, Wisconsin.  Before 
her work at TMP-Marian, Sr. Paul Ann was famous for the 
sight and scent of the homemade breads and cakes at the 
Leo House.
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Bishop Joseph Werth will be the featured Homecoming 
speaker for 2015, addressing our students on Wednesday, 
September 16. 

Named as the Latin-rite Apostolic Administrator of Siberia 
- a See that encompassed 4.2 million square miles (10.3 
percent of all the land on earth) and extends through nine 
of the world’s twenty four time zones - by Pope John Paul 
II on April 13, 1991, Werth initially had only two Ukrainian-
born priests to help him minister to an estimated 500,000 
Catholics.  He has since assembled over 100 priests, nuns 
and lay missionaries from 18 different countries, mostly 
from Poland, Germany, and Slovakia, but also Nicaragua, 
Lebanon, India, Argentina, South Korea and other countries.  
At least fourteen are from the United States.

Bishop Werth is looking forward to visiting with our students 
and with his family, many of whom are from Schoenchen, 
Kansas, while in Ellis County.  He will also meet with  Bishop 
Weisenburger of the Salina Diocese and Bishop Brungardt 
of the Dodge City Diocese.



The Last Word
Advancement  Director

Jeff Brull ‘94

I will admit that I am a History Channel Junkie.  It starts 
innocently enough. You find yourself watching Pawn Stars, 
a “reality” show about a pawn shop in Las Vegas and all 
the crazy items that walk through the door.  Before you 
know it, you’re watching Top Gear, Counting Cars, American 
Restoration, dabbling in Sons of Liberty, and the mother of 
all History Channel Shows, American Pickers.  This series 
follows Mike and Frank, two pickers who scour the back 
country to uncover what they refer to as rusty gold, items 
that tell a story about a different time.

This obsession did not happen all at once. It 
takes years to become as entrenched as I have.  
Upon reflection on my compulsion, I realized the 
attraction is about the stories that are attached to 
each item. As Advancement Director, I have the  
opportunity to visit with alumni and friends of our 
school spanning the generations.  For every story 
I’ve heard, I know there are 10,000 more. 

I am obsessed with preserving the stories and 
the history of this school -- not just because I’m a 
history junky or that I grew up on this campus, but 
because there’s something permanent about our 
history, that no matter how much changes around 
us, on which we can rely. 

This year we welcome Chad Meitner as our school’s 
newest principal, and we look forward to the 

faithful leadership with which he will guide our students. 
We bid a tearful farewell to the dormitories as our resident 
students will find homes with host familes this year. Know 
that through all the changes, we find ourselves surrounded 
by alumni and friends, just like you, who have a passion for 
our school’s history and future.

In December I received a Christmas card at the school 
containing a $50,000 check. The donor, a Marian High 
alumna, wishes to remain anonymous, but our conversation 
about the school’s history and future inspired her to make 
this significant and unsolicited gift. I just about fell out of 
my chair when I opened the card.

I’d like to thank our many benefactors who have allowed our 
school’s stories to be told. We’ve been here for a century, 
creating stories with each class year. I am honored to learn 
your stories and give them a voice. May God bless you and 
keep you. 

Mike and Kathy Volker and Todd and Lisa ‘88 (Gottschalk) Gabel each donated a solar panel from Midwest Energy’s new 
community solar array near Colby, Kansas. TMP-Marian now owns these two panels, and the energy they produce generates 
a credit on the monthly utility bill. Each panel costs around $850 to $950 depending on the number of panels purchased. If 
you’d like to help the school with even more green energy and cost savings, contact Advancement Director Jeff Brull at brullj@
hfetmpm.org.  
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Creating New 
Traditions

by Remembering 
Our Past

Check out page 19
for information 

about our upcoming 
First Annual Military

Appreciation Night!


