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2014 Homecoming 
Grand Marshals

Glenn ‘76 
      & Becky                      
               Diehl

It is with great pleasure and pride that we 
announce Glenn ‘76 and Becky Diehl as Grand 
Marshals for the 2014 Homecoming activities.  
Glenn is a 1976 graduate of Thomas More 
Prep and a 1980 graduate of Fort Hays State 
University (FHSU) with a degree in Geology.  
He is the son of the late Willis ‘49 Diehl and 
Mary Frances ‘48 (Herl) Diehl.  Becky Diehl 
is a 1981 graduate of Fairbury High School, 
Fairbury, NE and a 1985 graduate of FHSU 
with a degree in Accounting.  Glenn and 
Becky were married on May 28, 1983 and have 
two children, Magen ‘07 (Diehl) Kroetsch and 
Ryan ‘08 Diehl.

They are the owner/operators of Diehl 
Oil Inc.  Glenn got his start in 1979 working 
as a consultant in the oilfields and has 
been drilling oil wells since 1982.  They 
began Diehl Oil Inc. in 1990. Becky “rules 
the roost” and works as the company 
bookkeeper.  Both of their children have 
followed in their parent’s footsteps.  Ryan 
is learning the ropes by working beside 
his dad and Magen assists mom with the 
bookkeeping and office work.

Glenn is a member of the American 
Association of Petroleum Geologists, 
Kansas Geological Society and Aircraft 
Owners & Pilots Association.  Past activities 
that Glenn has been involved in include 
Deputy Grand Knight for the St. Nicholas 
Knights of Columbus, along with seats on 
the St. Nicholas of Myra Parish and Finance 
Councils.  He has served on the Advisory 
Council and Strategic Planning Committee 
at Holy Family Elementary.  Glenn was an 
Ellis County Commissioner and served on 
the boards of the Ellis County Coalition for 
Economic Development, Northwest Kansas 
Community Corrections and Northwest 
Kansas Juvenile Services Boards and 
on the Kansas Advisory Council on 
Intergovernmental Relations appointed by 
past Kansas Governor Mark Parkinson.

Glenn and Becky Diehl have shared their 
abundant gifts of time, talent and treasure 
with the Catholic community of Hays and we 
honor them for their generosity, kindness 
and continued support.
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Homecoming 
September 25, 26 & 27, 2014

 Many classes have already started planning their reunions for this fall and we welcome everyone to come back and 
attend as many of the Homecoming activities as possible.  Glenn ‘76 & Becky Diehl	will be honored as the Grand Marshals 
for the Homecoming events.  Each year, your Alumni Association features the 50-year, 40-year and 25-year classes as 
‘Honor’ classes, which will be the Class of 1964, Class of 1974 and the Class of 1989.  They will have a class photo panel in 
the Hays Daily News, have their deceased classmates honored at the Mass for Deceased Alumni on Saturday, along with 
speakers at the Alumni Banquet at the American Legion.  We look forward to the great stories and antics they provide for 
everyone’s entertainment.  The classes celebrating and their Friday night locations are listed below:

 60-Year	Class	of	1954	-	Thirsty’s   55-Year	Class	of	1959	-	Smoky	Hill	Country	Club
	 50-Year	Class	of	1964	-	VFW	 	 	 45-Year	Class	of	1969	-	Fort	Hays	Auto	Sales
	 40-Year	Class	of	1974	-	VFW	 	 	 35-Year	Class	of	1979	-	Jalisco	Mexican	Restaurant
 30-Year	Class	of	1984	-	Thirsty’s	   25-Year Class of 1989 - 
 20-Year Class of 1994 -     15-Year Class of 1999 -
 10-Year	Class	of	2004	-	Toby	Jug’s	  		5-Year	Class	of	2009	-	Toby	Jug’s

 Members of the Class of 1967 are invited to Whiskey Creek from 4:00 p.m. until midnight on Friday for their 47-Year 
reunion.  Everyone is invited to attend the Homecoming events listed below with the exception of the St. Thomas More 
Society Reception that will be held on Thursday evening.  This event is by special invitation only.                                                                         

HOMECOMING SCHEDULE OF EVENTS

Thursday,	September	25,	2014
 5:30 - 7:30 p.m. St. Thomas More Society Reception
    By special invitation only for STMS 2013-2014 donors of 
    $1,000.00 or more.
   7:00 p.m. Blessing Fall Sports, Introduction of HC Candidates
    & Pep Rally

Friday,	September	26,	2014
    9:00 a.m. Open House, School Tours
    4:00 p.m. Parade Lineup - School Campus
    5:30 p.m. Parade (Vehicles leave school grounds at 5:25 p.m.)
    7:00 p.m. Football Game, TMP-Marian vs. Plainville - Lewis Field
    9:00 p.m. Individual Class Reunions (see locations listed above)

Saturday,	September	27,	2014
    9:00 a.m. 5K Walk/Run With The Herd - School Campus
  10:00 a.m Coffee & Conversation, TMP-M School Lobby
  11:00 a.m. Deceased Alumni Mass, Marian Chapel
  12:00 p.m. Dutch Lunch, TMP-M Dining Room (Free Will Offering)
    5:30 p.m. Banquet/Dance, American Legion

Honoring

50 Years 
Class of 1964

40 Years
Class of 1974

25 Years
Class of 1989

Homecoming Banquet Ticket Order Form located on page 7.
Contact information for Hays motels is available at tmp-m.org/homecoming.
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 Homecoming is an incredibly fun-filled weekend  with 
something for everyone in the family.  Join us on Thursday 
evening, September 25th for the blessing of fall sports, 
introduction of Homecoming candidates and the pep rally 
and who knows, since we have been blessed with some 
rain, we may be allowed to have a bonfire even though it is 
not scheduled at this time.
 Friday, September 26th, some of the classes have golf 
outings planned.  If you are not a golfer, bring the family 
out to tour the school or just join us in the alumni office 
for refreshments and conversation.  With the new elevator 
in operation, all floors are now accessible to everyone.  At 
4:00 p.m., your alumi staff and board will begin lining up 
the parade which leaves school around 5:25 p.m. in order 
to reach Main Street at 5:30 p.m.  After the parade, meet 
us at Lewis Field (FHSU) for the  football game as the TMP-
Marian Monarchs take on the Plainville Cardinals.  Advance 
tickets for the football game will be available in the alumni 
office and from Sports Booster Club members walking 
around the parade line-up.  They are $4.00 for adults, 
$3.00 for students and under 5 are free.  At half-time, the 
Homecoming King and Queen will be crowned along with 
the introduction of the Grand Marshals, Points of Light and 
the Jack Schramm Spirit Award recipients.  Immediately 
following the game, individual class reunion gatherings will 
be held all over Hays.  The locations are listed to the left 
and will also be included in the football program handed 
out at the gate.
 On Saturday, September 27th, the 5K/Run With 
The Herd will take off at 9 a.m.  Visit our web-site for 
participation forms and sign-up information or contact Jeff 
Brull at brullj@tmp-m.org or 785-625-6577.  At 10:00 a.m. 
there will be coffee and conversation in the main hallway 
of the school before mass.  Banquet tickets ($20.00/
person) will also be available in the alumni office for those 
that still wish to attend, but we do prefer these tickets to 
be purchased in advance if at all possible so we can give 
the American Legion a head count for meal preparation.  
The Mass for Deceased Alumni begins at 11 a.m. with Fr. 
Earl	‘61	Befort,	O.F.M.	Cap.	celebrating.  If your class has a 
priest and they would like to con-celebrate this mass with 
Fr. Earl, we would love to have them.  Just contact Fr. Earl 
to arrange at beforte@tmp-m.org or the alumni office at 
785-625-9434.  After this beautiful mass, the Dutch Lunch 
will be served in the TMP-Marian dining hall with a free 
will offering.  On the menu will be homemade green bean  
dumpling and chicken noodle soups, along with turkey and 
ham on homemade buns, pasta salads, etc.  This is always 
a delicious meal prepared by our very own kitchen staff.  
Following the lunch, kick back and catch your breath before 
attending the alumni banquet and dance at the American 
Legion Hall.  Dance music will be provided by Verlin Honas 
of Verlin’s DJ Service. Free keg beer will be served, with  
set-ups and mixes available at your own expense.  

	 Check	 out	 the	 next	 page	 for	 your	 HOMECOMING	
banquet/dance	 ticket	 information,	 the	 Official	 Ballot	
for	 Alumni	 President	 and	 Vice	 President,	 the	 Annual	
Membership	 Information	 form	 and	 Monogram	
Information	 form	 (on	 the	 back	 side)	 with	 a	 return	
envelope.

Sports Booster Club Notes

 Each year the TMP-Marian Sports Booster Club hosts their 
annual Sports Booster Club Raffle on the Saturday before 
Thanksgiving.  Raffle tickets are $100 each and prizes range 
from $4,000 in cash to $200 in gift certificates, with numerous 
door prizes given throughout the evening.  The 2013 prize 
winners were:

$4,000 Cash - Aaron & Shana Rome
$2,000 Cash -	John	‘90	& Stacy Lang
$1,000 Cash - Mike & Patti Lane
$1,000 Cash - Shelton & Cheryl Renz
$500 Cash - Gerald & Marcia Pfeifer
$500 Cash - Mike & Laurie Konz
$500 Cash - Allen ‘71 Schmidt
Kuhn’s Jewelers Pave Diamond Pendant - St. Catherine Parish
$200 Home Oil Gift Card - Dusty	‘04	Washburn

 Sports Booster Club members run the concessions 
during home events and supply volunteers to work the 
gates at athletic events when necessary.  Funds raised by 
Sports Booster Club go to help support all sports programs 
at TMP, primarily by providing for the purchase of sports 
uniforms.  The 2014-2015 Sports Booster Club officers are:  
Joe Koenigsman, President; Kent	 ‘86	Werth, Vice President; 
Wanda Fouts, Secretary; and Anne	‘85	(Kisner)	Zimmerman, 
Treasurer.  For membership information see the enclosed 
“Annual Membership Information” form in the middle of this 
publication.  GO MONARCHS!

‘In the Spotlight’
Bob	‘75	&	Trudy	‘77	
(Herrman)	Leikam

 Bob is the Vice Principal of the 
Junior High and Trudy is one of 
our beloved cooks in the TMP-M 
kitchen.  They go above and beyond 
the call of duty and we appreciate 
their  loyalty and dedication.

 If you have any 
special needs, such as 
finding a babysitter, 
transportation, etc., 
please feel free to 
contact your alumni 
office and we will be 
happy to assist you.  
Our goal is to make 
this weekend as fun 
and special for each 
and every alum that 
comes back.  YOU are 
the reason we are here!  
God bless and travel 
safe.
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 Marion ‘49 Schmidt
        Husband, 
               Father, 
                      Teacher,
               Coach &
         Friend

     A celebration of the football career of Marion ‘49 
Schmidt brought former players, coaches and family to 
Hays last Fall during the 2013 Homecoming weekend.  
The surprise party was organized and hosted by their 
children.  Marion is pictured seated above with his wife 

Donna (a former teacher at Marian High), their four children (left to right), Mayo	‘75	Schmidt, Pam	‘74	Schmidt, Garret 
‘78 Schmidt and Sandy	‘81	(Schmidt)	Barnes.
 Former football players traveled from surrounding cities and states, as far as Houston, Colorado Springs and 
Phoenix, to enjoy an evening of celebration, singing of the school fight song and stories of victories on the gridiron.  
Undefeated Cadet/TMP teams from 1968 & 1978 took part as they returned for 35- & 45-year class reunions.  They 
were joined by representatives of an undefeated, untied, un-scored on 1963/64 team coached by Schmidt in Troy, 
Kansas.
 Bob Davis (voice of the Kansas Jayhawks) narrated the video history of Coach Schmidt’s playing days with an 
introduction of “Marion Schmidt, this is your football life”.  His video reminded the room of the accomplishments from 
his playing days through coach’s final season with an undefeated League Championship team. All-State Quarterback 
and Co-Captain of the All-State team in 1949 highlighted Marion’s playing days at St. Joseph’s Military Academy (SJMA).  
Lettering all four years at Fort Hays State earned him All-CIC honors in 1951 and 1954 during his college days.  Then 
came his chance to give back to the game he loved as a coach.
  After dinner, the room resonated with stories of challenges-overcome, memorable victories and appreciation 
as player after player thanked Coach for the positive impact that he had on their lives. This impact lasted long after 
their high school years as Darrel Dierks, a former Leoti player of Schmidt’s,  related to the group of  how the power 
of positivity changed the mindset of the entire town of Leoti during Coach’s time there.  Coach then signed books for 
the group written by Jerry	‘61	Schmidt chronicling the football history of  SJMA/TMP before thanking the group for 
allowing him to be a part of their football lives. Coach Schmidt told the crowd that they should be proud of how they 
have represented their alma mater through their success after graduation and how extremely honored he was on 
that evening to be known as “Coach”.  Mementos of the evening included a plaque from the no-loss ’68 team, as well 
as a football signed by the entire group.  Flowers for Coach’s wife Donna for all her years of support punctuated the  
appreciation for their service to the school and community.
  As the clock ran-out on the evening there was no doubt in the attending alumni, family and friends that Marion 
Schmidt was definitely “Mr. Football SJMA-TMP”.  Having been associated with five undefeated teams in his football 
life, Marion Schmidt embodies what we all strive for… unparalleled success.  Then the whistle blew to signal the end of 
the evening.  With over fifty voices strong, the group reminisced on a final trip through the Victory Gates and provided a 
rousing rendition of  the school fight song to send Coach Schmidt and his family home with memories to last a lifetime. 
 Coach Schmidt and his wife continue to be active with Blue Sky Miniature Horse Farm, where they give guided 
tours.  We also congratulate Mayo for being chosen as a guest speaker at the 2014 Hays annual Chamber of Commerce 
dinner and a big thank you to Garret for his assistance with this article and photos as we could not be there due to 
regularly scheduled Homecoming events.  God bless and keep your family close to His big heart. 
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Homecoming	Banquet/Dance	Ticket	Purchase	Form
  Banquet/Dance on Saturday, 9-27-2014 - Tickets:  $20.00/person
  _____  Number of Tickets requested.  Amount Enclosed: ____________
  Please send my tickets to:

 Name: _____________________________________________ Class Year: ____________
 Address: ______________________________________ Phone No.: _________________
 ______________________________________________

This is for Saturday Night Banquet/Dance Only - Individual Class Parties on Friday are separate.

 OFFICIAL	BALLOT
Alumni	Association	of	Thomas	More	Prep-Marian	2014-2015	Officers

Please vote for the candidate listed or write-in the candidate of your choice under each office.
Votes will only be counted for lifetime members or alums with current paid dues.

   PRESIDENT      VICE	PRESIDENT
   Fr. Earl ‘61 Befort     Chris ‘77 Gottschalk
   or       or
   Write-in: _____________________   Write-in: _____________________
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Alum
ni	Association	of	Thom

as	M
ore	Prep-M

arian
M
onogram

	Inform
ation

                Subm
itt

ed by: _________________________________ 
Please	list	any	current	new

s	about	yourself,	fam
ily,	etc.,	that	w

ould	be	of	
general interest in the M

onogram
.

D
eath(s)

N
am

e of Deceased: _______________________________________________
Class Year: ________________  Date of Death: _________________________
Survivors &

 Their Class Year If Applicable:  
_______________________________________________________________ 
_______________________________________________________________
_______________________________________________________________
Birth(s)
N

am
e of Child: __________________________ DO

B:____________________
Father’s N

am
e: __________________________ Class Year: _______________

M
other’s N

am
e: _________________________ Class Year: _______________

Siblings N
am

e(s) &
 Ages: __________________________________________

G
randparents/Class Year:  __________________________________________

Engagem
ent(s)/W

edding(s)
N

am
e of Bride: ____________________________ Class Year: _____________

N
am

e of G
room

: ___________________________ Class Year: _____________
W

edding Date: __________________________________________________
Parents/Class Year: _______________________________________________
Parents/Class Year: _______________________________________________
Class N

otes:
_______________________________________________________________
_______________________________________________________________
_______________________________________________________________
_______________________________________________________________
_______________________________________________________________
_______________________________________________________________

WEARE A
B I G

PART OF YOU.
YOU ARE AN
EVEN BIGGER
PART

OFUS. f acebook .com/ tmpmar ian
t w i t t e r . c o m / t m p m a r i a n

When you move or change jobs, 
experience new beginnings and 
endings, challenges and successes, 
remember to share your life 
with your TMP-Marian family.

The Alumni  Associa t ion  of
Thomas More Prep-Marian

t m p - m . o r g / a l u m n i 

Follow our news and events at:
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 Dear Fellow Alums and Friends,

 Another school year is history and in many ways historic.  It was the first time that graduation was 
not held on campus.  Problems with the fire code and inadequate fire escapes forced the graduation 
ceremony from the fieldhouse to Immaculate Heart of Mary Church.  Everything went very well and 
hopefully we can return here next year.  The gymnasium was also unavailable for any basketball 
games and various locations around town were found for games.

 The Auction for Christian Education was again a huge success and thanks to the tremendous work of your Alumni 
Association, ACE netted $701,524.09 with approximately half of that going for the renovation of the fourth floor.  Unless 
one is involved in all the work and preparation, it is hard to imagine how much time and effort goes into the auction.  We 
are so grateful for the generosity and support of our alums, the business community and many other donors.  I am simply 
amazed at how much the school is loved and supported by so many.
 The elevator is up and running.  After a few glitches and work related problems, the doors opened and rides began.  It 
is a tremendous addition to the building that gives us the mobility to get people and equipment from the first to fourth 
floor with relative ease; again a big thank you to all those who donated to this project.
 The future of your alma mater looks very bright. Enrollment is steady; improvements to the campus and buildings 
continue; the academic atmosphere is excellent; athletic programs are doing very well; finances are stable; spiritual needs 
are being met and ever growing.  We do indeed have a school to be proud of but as always, your continued prayers and 
support are vital.  And so, extending blessings to you and your families, I remain, Yours in Christ,

  Fr.	Earl	‘61	Befort,	O.F.M.	Capuchin
	 	 Alumni	President

A Message from the Heart

Lillian	 ‘51	 (Dreiling)	 Schumacher	 (right)	
stands with her sister,	 Irene	 ‘45	 (Dreiling)	
Kippes	 at the Via Christi ribbon cutting 
ceremony.

Photo courtesy of the Hays Daily News

A Legacy Carried Forward 
             

by Jena	‘14	Ernsting

 Lillian	‘51	(Dreiling)	Schumacher is no stranger to generosity.  A native of 
the Victoria/Catherine area, she learned it at an early age.  Lillian’s parents, 
Leo and Albina Dreiling, established the Dreiling Charitable Trust and have 
given to many different causes in the Ellis County area, including Catholic 
schools.  Lillian describes her parents as, “Real common people, just as 
common as you could find. Dad was a farmer and mom baked homemade 
bread, canned, and gardened.”
 No stranger to hard work and giving, Lillian enjoys sharing stories of her 
youth, her family, and her friendships at Girls Catholic High.  She relates 
much of why she continues to give to her parents and growing up on the 
farm.  In the beginning, the Dreiling family began giving money to the church, 
and Lillian continued the example of her parents.  Her generosity has since 
spilled into the community, where she is a supporter of Hays Medical Center, 
Via Christi facilities, and The Hays Arts Council, among others.  Of giving 
back to the Hays community Lillian said, “It is something that just makes me 
happy… knowing I can give like my father did.”
 Lillian gave two $100,000 gifts, one to the TMP-M Endowment Foundation 
and one directly to the school in the past eight months alone.  Her charitable 
gifts, coupled with a highly successful ACE Auction, helped ensure the school 
ended the year, once again, in the black.
 Lillian’s gifts continue the legacy started by her parents, whose charitable 
trust has contributed millions of dollars over the years to Catholic education 
and the entire Hays community.
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Remembering Our Deceased...
	 1931	-	Sr.	Lois	Karlin	CSA passed away on 12-3-13, the last 
member of the Frank & Anna Karlin family.  She is survived by 
numerous nephews & nieces and the Sisters of St. Agnes.  Sr. Lois 
professed her vows in the Congregation of Sisters of St. Agnes on 
8-15-34.  She taught in elementary schools and high schools as a 
business teacher in Illinois, Kansas, Pennsylvania and Wisconsin 
for 56 years.  After her long ministry in education, she did office 
work at the Leo House in New York City and worked at TMP-
Marian in admissions and research.  She was preceded in death 
by her brothers Alvin Karlin, Benno	‘34	Karlin, Fr.	Paulinus	‘35-
’37C	Karlin	OFM	Cap., Francis	‘38-’40C	Karlin,	Eugene	‘40	Karlin, 
Wilfric	‘43	Karlin, Marne	‘45	Karlin & Cletus	‘48	Karlin and sisters 
Sr.	Mary	Catherine	‘25	Karlin	CSA, Sr.	Marcella	‘27	Karlin	CSA, Sr. 
Francis Ann Karlin CSA, Sr.	Anne	‘45	Karlin	CSA, Isabelle  (Karlin) 
Linenberger & Teckla (Karlin) Werth.  Rest in peace dear and 
gentle heart!
 1937 - Marvin G. Utecht passed away 12-11-13.  He is 
survived by his wife Cathy, sons Robert Utecht & Michael Utecht, 
daughter Patricia (Utecht) Weston and sister Helen (Utecht) 
Ellenbecker.  He was preceded in death by his brother Willis ‘40 
Utecht.
	 1938	-	Angelita	(Haas)	Bahr died, date unknown.
	 1938	-	Estella	(Dubbert)	Fohl died, date unknown.
	 1939Sp	-	Vernon	J.	Basgall passed away on 4-14-14.  He is 
survived by his daughters Janice (Basgall) Hall & Kim (Basgall) 
Gardner.
	 1940	-	Leona	(Leiker)	Tambascio-Myers died on 3-15-14.  She 
is survived by her husband Paul, step-daughters Colleen Paul & 
Carole Pitts and sister Anita	‘48	(Leiker)	Lange.  She was preceded 
in death by her daughter Linda	Marie	‘65	(Tambascio)	Rodgers.
	 1941	-	Edward	G.	Andrisevic passed away on 1-11-14.  He is 
survived by his wife Velma, daughter Rose (Andrisevic) Sampson, 
granddaughter Millianna Anzek and grandson Jason Sampson.  
He was preceded in death by his daughter Ruth.  Velma told us 
that Edward was so proud to be a part of the alumni of SJMA/
TMP-M!
	 1942	-	Helen	M.	(Schmeidler)	Schulte passed away on 1-29-
14.  She is survived by her daughters Karen (Schulte) Trible & Leann 
(Schulte) Cless, son Frank Schulte, brothers Alfred (& Theresa) 
Schmeidler & Kenneth	‘51 (& Betty	‘52	Polifka) Schmeidler, ten 
grandchildren and five great-grandchildren.  She was preceded 
in death by brothers Norbert Schmeidler, Wendelin Schmeidler, 
Marcellus Schmeidler, Martin Schmeidler, Linus	 ‘44	Schmeidler 
& James	 ‘48	Schmeidler and sisters Evelyn (Schmeidler) Rupp, 
Mary	‘40	(Schmeidler)	Karlin and Edna ‘44 (Schmeidler)	Karlin.
	 1944	 -	 Doris	 (Walters)	 Applehans died on 11-9-13.  She 
is survived by her sons Allen ‘67 Applehans & Gary	 ‘75	
Applehans, daughter Lois	‘70	Applehans, six grandchildren, five 
great-grandchildren, six step-grandchildren and 16 step-great-
grandchildren.  She was preceded in death by her husband 
Sylvester	“S.J.”	‘42C	Applehans.

	 1945	 -	 Bernice	 A.	 (Haas)	 Dreiling died on 3-26-14.  She is 
survived by her husband Donald	‘45	Dreiling, sons John Dreiling 
& Mike Dreiling and sister Regina	 ‘40	 (Haas)	 Tarpey.  She was 
preceded in death by her brothers Robert ‘48 Haas & Frank	‘49	
Haas and sisters Lucy	 ‘38	 (Haas)	 Isbell, Bertha (Haas) Herrman, 
Angelita	‘38	(Haas)	Bahr & Leona Haas.
	 1945	-	Donald	V.	Linenberger died on 4-22-14.  He is survived 
by his wife of 64 years Irene, sons Del Linenberger, Glenn ‘80 
Linenberger & Jeff Linenberger, daughters Donna (Linenberger) 
Hinman & Brenda (Linenberger) Calvery, brother Rene ‘49 
Linenberger	and sisters Bernice	‘43	(Linenberger)	Farkas, Joyce	‘45	
(Linenberger)	 Gingras, Shirley	 ‘48	 (Linenberger)	 Lynd, LaVonne	
‘49	(Linenberger)	Parke	& Marla	‘61	(Linenberger)	Panyik.
 1945	 -	 Kenneth	 Linenberger passed away on 3-28-14.  He 
is survived by his wife Ritha, children Marilyn (Linenberger) 
Graf, Elaine (Linenberger) Damon, Keith Linenberger, Alan 
Linenberger and siblings Bernice	 ‘43	 (Linenberger)	 Farkas, 
Donald	‘45	Linenberger, Joyce	‘45	(Linenberger)	Gingras, Shirley	
‘48	 (Linenberger)	 Lynd, Rene	 ‘49	 Linenberger, LaVonne	 ‘49	
(Linenberger)	Parke & Marla	‘61	(Linenberger)	Panyik.
	 1948	 -	 Ervin	 Eugene	 “Blackie”	 Koerner passed away on 
3-29-14. He is survived by his wife of 64 years Helen	 ‘47	 (Haas)	
Koerner, sons Larry	 ‘68 (& Kathy) Koerner, Dennis (& Karen) 
Koerner, Kenneth Koerner & Greg Koerner,  daughters Barbara	‘69	
(Koerner)	 (& Larry	 ‘63) Bieker, Dorothy (Koerner) Stieben, Mary 
Ellen (Koerner) (& Eldon) Stoecklein, Donna (Koerner) (& Rob) 
Metzker, Karen (Koerner) (& Jerry) Casey, Laura (Koerner) (& Kevin) 
House & Janice (Koerner) (& Adam) Showalter, 39 grandchildren 
and 30 great-grandchildren.
	 1952	 -	 John	 Edward	 “Ed”	 Haremza died on 11-11-13.  He 
is survived by his spouse Ann, sons Johnny Haremza & Jay Dee 
Haremza, daughters Brenda Haremza, Sheli Harmeza, Jill (Haremza) 
Robinson & Amy Beth Haremza, brother Jim	‘52	Haremza and sister 
Hulda (Haremza) Gothorp.  He was preceded in death by daughter 
Sheri Haremza, sisters Betty (Haremza) Williams & Juday (Haremza) 
Huelsmann, brothers Robert	‘48	Haremza, Bernard	‘50	Haremza, 
David Haremza, Raymond Haremza & Lester	Sp’56	Haremza	and 
stepson Shawn Cook (former TMP-Marian coach).
	 1952	 -	 Leo	 J.	Wellbrock died on 11-5-13.  He is survived by 
his wife Kay, son Steve Wellbrock, daughters Pam (Wellbrock) 
Whitham, Kelly (Wellbrock) Heifner, Sandy (Wellbrock) Seems & Tina 
(Wellbrock) Dix, brother Richard	 “Dick”	 ‘62	Wellbrock and sister 
Mary	‘56	Wellbrock.  He was preceded in death by his brother Louis	
‘53	Wellbrock Jr.	and sons Gary Wellbrock & Wayne Wellbrock.
	 1954	-	William	F.	“Bill”	Brown passed away on 1-2-14.  He is 
survived by his son William	‘86	Brown, daughters Christy	‘78	(Brown)	
Werth, Jennifer	‘81	(Brown)	Calvin & Lori	‘83	(Brown)	Lang, brothers 
Lawrence “Red” (& JoAnn) Brown, Bernie	‘51 (& Phyllis	‘51	Beilman) 
Brown & Jerry	‘63	Brown and sisters Mary	Alice	‘45	(Brown)	Carroll 
& Bettie	‘49	(Brown) (& Jim) Grasson.  He was preceded in death by 
his sisters Flora	Lee	‘44	(Brown)	Fuchs	& Theresa Brown.
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 1954	-	William	J.	“Bill”	Weishaar passed away on 6-4-14.  He 
is survived by his wife Marjorie	‘56	(Karlin)	Weishaar, sons Mark 
Weishaar, Gary Weishaar & Dean Weishaar, sister Joan (Weishaar) 
Koenig Martz and brother John	‘61	Weishaar.  He was preceded in 
death by his brothers Donald	‘48	Weishaar & Robert ‘51 Weishaar 
and grandson Michael Weishaar.
 1954Sp - Robert Francis Werth died on 3-1-14.  He is survived 
by his wife Helga, sons Stan Werth, Glenn Werth, Kirk Werth & 
Steve Werth (TMP-Marian Maintenance Department), daughters 
Lisa (Werth) Beilman & Silvia (Werth) Gottschalk, 16 grandchildren 
and 13 great-grandchildren.  He was preceded in death by his 
brothers Fred ‘57 Werth & Francis Werth Jr.
	 1957	 -	 Mary	 Ann	 (Koerner)	 Gross passed away on 2-22-
14.  She is survived by her husband Wilbert ‘56 Gross, daughters 
Shannon (Gross) Meitler & Kelly (Gross) Spray and sister Carol ‘59 
(Koerner)	Weltmer.  She was preceded in death by her daughters 
Lynn Marie Gross & Jody (Gross) Balthazor and brother Fred ‘55 
Koerner.
	 1958	-	Robert	F.	“Bob”	Klaus passed away on 1-13-14.  He is 
survived by his wife Alberta	 ‘60	 (Befort)	Klaus, daughters Marg 
(Klaus) Marcinelli & Gwen Klaus and sister Lillian (Klaus) Jacobs.  
He was preceded in death by brothers Julius Klaus, Lavern Klaus 
& Edward Klaus and sisters Esther (Klaus) Rogers, Verneda (Klaus) 
Dorathy & Mary	Alice	‘54	(Klaus)	Rupp.
	 1958	-	JoAnn	(Pfannenstiel)	Winkley died on 2-13-14.  She is 
survived by her husband Roger, daughter Cristie (Winkley) Curtis, 
brothers Marvin	‘50	Pfannenstiel,  Irvin	‘51	Pfannenstiel	& Melvin 
‘54	Pfannenstiel and sisters Darlene	‘55	(Pfannenstiel)	Bender & 
Donna	‘61	(Pfannenstiel)	Harkness.
	 1959	 -	 Sharon	 “Fuzzy”	 (Doerfler)	 Lohmann died on 4-7-
14.  She is survived by her husband L. Jay and daughter Michelle 
(Lohmann) Cain.  Her son Michael preceded her in death.
	 1960	 -	 Kenneth	M.	 “Ken”	 Frank passed away on 11-13-13.  
He is survived by his daughters Melanie (Frank) Moss, Amy (Frank) 
Stump, Heather (Frank) Myers & Erin (Frank) Wilson, sons Mike 
Frank & Eric Frank and brother Gerald	‘50	Frank.  As an engineer, 
Ken held 13 patents including one for a residential hydrogen fuel-cell 
generator.  He designed the power supply to the Martian Orbiter 
Mariner IV.
	 1961	-	Evelyine	Marie	(Rohr)	Hatfield passed away on 2-6-14.  
She is survived by her son Joe Hatfield, daughters Kimberly (Hatfield) 
Cain & Shirley Hatfield, mother Agnes Rohr, brothers Gilbert Rohr & 
LeRoy	‘57	Rohr, sister Pauline	‘63	(Rohr)	Meis, 11 grandchildren and 
12 great-grandchildren.
	 1965	-	Rita	M.	(Miller)	Staab died on 11-12-13.  She is survived 
by her husband Lambert, sons Stan Staab & Larry Staab and brothers 
Rick Miller, Ken Miller and Dennis Miller.
	 1965	-	Randy	Wasinger died on 1-11-14.  He is survived by his 
wife Paula, son Wade Wasinger, daughter Amy Wasinger-Lewis and 
eight grandchildren.
	 1970Sp	-	Stephen	P.	“Steve”	Brungardt died on 11-25-13.  He 
is survived by his parents Paul & Mildred Brungardt, brother Leon 
Brungardt and sisters Carol (Brungardt) Cowger, Lois (Brungardt) 
Yunker, Wanda Brungardt & Paula (Brungardt) Zwenger.

	 1971	-	Charles	A.	“Charlie”	Harkness passed away on 4-3-14.  
He is survived by his wife Donna, brother Bob	 ‘69	Harkness and 
sister Diane	‘76	(Harkness)	Kowal.  He was preceded in death by 
his parents Robert ‘46 & Catherine Harkness and brother John	‘81	
Harkness.
	 1977	 -	 Deborah	 A.	 “Debbie”	 (Gottschalk)	 Howard passed 
away on 4-18-14.  She is survived by her spouse Gary, brother Mike 
Gottschalk, stepbrother Cam Clark, sister Sue Gottschalk and step-
sisters Crista Dorsey, Jan Miller & Stacy Driver.
	 1980	-	Brenda	(Weigel)	Gabel died on 2-11-14.  She is survived 
by her husband Curt, son Nicholas Gabel, daughters Ashley (Gabel) 
Knoll & Kara Gabel, sister Becky (Weigel) Woodard, father Virgel 
Weigel, mother Darlene Schlesinger, stepbrothers Doug Hammett 
& Ron Hammett and stepsisters Rhonda Larscheid, Kristi Carson & 
Susan Hammett.
	 1981	-	Kurt	Dinkel passed away on 3-24-14.  He is survived 
by his wife Ginger, son Craig Dinkel, daughter Danielle (Dinkel) 
Schumacher, mother Virginia Dinkel, brothers Kevin	‘82	Dinkel & 
Karl Dinkel and sister Kay (Dinkel) Rohr.
	 1990	 -	 Dan	 Neal	 McManigal	 Jr. died on 4-1-14.  He is 
survived by his wife Jolene, son Colin McManigal, daughter Ashlyn 
McManigal and sister Debora (McManigal) May.
 1999 - Thomas Schibi passed away on 2-27-14.  He is 
survived by his father Bob Schibi and brother Eric ‘92 (& Kelly	‘92	
Feauto) Schibi.  He was preceded in death by his mother Sue ‘66 
(Soderblom)	Schibi.
 Wayne Joseph Augustine passed away on 3-26-14.  He is 
survived by his wife Ann, sons Don Augustine & Darin Augustine, 
daughter Dianne (Augustine) Lindeman, brothers Harold Augustine 
& Kenneth	 ‘62	 Augustine, sisters Betty (Augustine) Flannery, 
Valarie (Augustine) Ader & Velma (Augustine) Hornet and sister-
in-laws Wilma	‘51	(Schmidt)	Augustine & Mary Augustine.
 Rita (Staab) Billinger passed away on 4-19-14.  She is 
survived by her sons Vernon Billinger, Earl Billinger, Rich Billinger 
& Bill Billinger, daughters Marlene (Billinger) Brown & Mary Kay 
(Billinger) Pfeifauf and brothers Robert Sp’44 Staab, Paul Staab, 
Frank	‘49	Staab, Norman	‘51	Staab & Joseph	‘53	Staab.
 Irene (Miller) Bittel died on 4-20-14.  She is survived by 
her daughters Mary	Ann	 ‘63	 (Bittel)	Tsucalas, Carol	 ‘69	 (Bittel)	
Andersen & Jane (Bittel) Moran.
 Gary L. Boeve died on 2-26-14.  He is survived by his wife 
Saunie Boeve, sons Todd ‘86 (& Cheryl	‘87	Feauto) Boeve & Travis 
‘91	Boeve and daughter Angie (Boeve) (& Mike) Maloney.
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THERE’S NO 
   PLACE LIKE A.C.E.

                                 2014
 $701,524.09 was the total for your annual Auction for 
Christian Education “ACE” 2014, which again surpassed all records previously set.  
The special capital improvement item, a renovation project to reclaim the top or 
4th floor of the main school building, raised a total of $349,255.  Included in that 
total was $100,000 donated by the Leo J. and Albina Dreiling Trust in matching 
funds.  The TMP-Marian Endowment Foundation also made a large donation 
of $25,000 to this project.  Advancement Director, Jeff	‘94	Brull	has begun the 
initial research for this major renovation project, but it will take several years to 
implement as decisions still need to be made on the best use of this space.  The 
Alumni, Endowment and Advancement offices along with the Fr. Blaine Burkey 
Center for Research Center (library) will be moved to the top floor to open up 
additional classroom space.  Tentative plans to add “museum” and archive rooms 
to display and store the historical treasures that are currently not available for 
viewing are also in the works.  All of this is possible because of the addition of 
the elevator to the main school building which was completed just in time for this 
year’s auction.
 New to the auction this year was the concept of having penny “matching” 
donors.  Clem	‘70	Karlin and his sister Agnes	‘61		(Karlin)	Shtogren were the very 
first to commit to this concept, but were quickly followed by others.  The complete 
list is to the right.  A grand total of eleven “Penny Donors” helped raise the auction 
total by $34,000.  It is our sincere hope to increase the number of penny donors 
in the future to at least 100 in order to have a full matching donation for the 
auction proceeds.  Item #60, which is a school improvement item, is subtracted 
out of the total before figuring the penny match or the donor can choose to cap 
their donation based on the previous auction.  If you would like more information 
about being a penny donor, please contact Jeff Brull, Advancement Director or 
the Alumni Office at TMP-Marian at 785-625-9434 for more information.
 Eagle Communications live-streamed the Oral Auction for a second year.  
Over 1,000 people from five countries plus the USA have been able to watch 
the excitement of the auction as it unfolds and make donations to Item #60 or 
purchase raffle tickets online during these first two years.  There were a few 
technical issues with the live-streaming that will be corrected before next year.  
We learn more about it and like everything else - hopefully keep improving in 
this area also.  Large Powerpoint screens were on display at both the north and 
south ends of the gym in the center of the bleachers.  These screens show the 
item currently up for bid so that guests don’t have to turn around constantly 
to watch the auctioneers or look up at the scoreclock.  On Friday night at the 
Preview Party and on Saturday during the silent auction, the Powerpoint screens 
display the schedule of events, dinner menu, raffle ticket options, names of the 
cash donors, donations used within ACE, “Penny” donors, oral auction item #60 
donors previous to that night, as well as historical information about the auction.
 Our lucky winners of the raffle drawings are as follows:  $500 Friday Cash 
Drawing #1 – Judy Mitchell, $500 Friday Cash Drawing #2 – Duane Klaus and for 
the Saturday drawings - 2013 Ford Focus Raffle Winner – Joan I. Ostmeyer; $5,000 
Cash Raffle Winner – Christine	‘85	Werth; $2,000 Cash Raffle Winner – Jackie	‘79	
L.	Schumacher; $1,000 Cash Raffle Winner #1 – Braden J. Eisiminger; $1,000 Cash 
Raffle Winner #2 – Gladys M. Dinges; and the final $1,000 Cash Raffle Winner #3 
– DeLoyd Sander.

Fr.	Earl	 ‘61	Befort. O.F.M. Capuchin has 
Duane Klaus come forward after he wins 
one of the two $500 cash prizes at the 
Friday Preview Party.

Fr. Blaine Burkey, O.F.M. Capuchin, 
visits with Agnes	 ‘61	 (Karlin)	 Shtogren	
at the auction.  Agnes is a niece to the 
late Fr.	 Paulinus	 ‘35-‘37C	Karlin,	O.F.M. 
Capuchin and Sr.	Lois	‘31	Karlin, CSA.

Tom	‘77	Dechant checks out from Sarah 
‘01	 (Lang)	Wasinger	at ACE.  With new 
credit card swipers and five cashiers 
available to check out customers, the 
checkout line was kept to a minimum 
and moved quickly.
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2014 Pennies for ACE
Donor Honor Roll

Clem ‘70 Karlin & 
Agnes ‘61 (Karlin) Shtogren

Pat & Diane ‘79 (Honas) Kuhn
Kuhn Farms Inc.

Galen ‘80 & Cindy Romme

“Spirit of St. Joseph”

“In Memory of Gary Boeve”

Jim ‘79 & Anne Brull

Todd & Lisa ‘88 
(Gottschalk) Gabel

Galen & Cathy Pfeifer

Our Lady Help of Christians
Antonino, KS

St. Catherine Parish
Catharine, KS

St. Anthony Parish
Schoenchen, KS

God bless 
your generosity!

 Fr. Earl Befort, O.F.M. Capuchin, President of the Alumni 
Association of Thomas More Prep-Marian, the Alumni 
Board and Office Staff would like to thank Bishop Edward J. 
Weisenburger of the Diocese of Salina for his attendance at 
this year’s auction.  It takes over 100 volunteers from the 
Catholic schools and parishes to put on this event and each 
and every one of them is truly appreciated.  Thank you for 
your prayers and continued support. 

Todd & Lisa	 ‘88	 (Gottschalk)	 Gabel	 watch the ACE 
Auction via live-streaming from the comfort of their 
own home above.  ACE crowd scene below and at the 
bottom, Auctioneer Larry & his wife Kathy	‘64	(Walters)	
Brenner	relax during the silent auction.
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 Sr. Valeria Brungardt, former faculty/staff member, passed 
away 10-22-13.  She is survived by her brother Paul Brungardt, 
sisters Yvonne (Brungardt) Rohleder Braun & Ruth (Brungardt) 
Polifka and the Sisters of St. Agnes.
 Vitus R. Brungardt passed away on 4-28-14.  He is survived 
by his wife Gladys, sons Larry	‘68	F.	Brungardt	& Keith Brungardt, 
daughter Cindy	 ‘75	 (Brungardt)	 Huser, stepsons LaVerne Lang, 
Norman Lang & Mark  (& Lori	‘83	Brown) Lang and stepdaughter 
Mary	Lou	‘72	(Lang)	Engel.
 Joanne Bussen died on 2-24-14.  She is survived by her 
husband Norbert, son Ed	‘74	Bussen and daughters Pat (Bussen) 
Haremza, Teri (Bussen) Dickerson, Virgie (Bussen) Popp, Barbara 
(Bussen) Butz, Kathy Bussen, Chris (Bussen) Hoyt, Angie (Bussen) 
Goudy & Loretta Bussen.  She was preceded in death by sons Mike	
‘66	Bussen & Daniel	‘72	Bussen.
 Fr. Simon Conrad O.F.M. Capuchin, passed away on 12-6-13.  
He was preceded in death by his sister Grace (Conrad) Mahood 
and brothers Frank Conrad & William Conrad.  Fr. Conrad was 
sent to Victoria in 1956 as local superior of the friary and spiritual 
director, teacher and librarian of St. Francis Seminary.  On his 60th 
anniversary as a priest, Fr. Conrad commented, “If variety is the 
spice of life, my life has been well seasoned.”  Thank you for the 
gift of your vocation.  May you rest in peace.
 Adam Dean Denning passed away on 4-15-14.  He is survived 
by his parents Dean & Arlene	 ‘60	 (Leiker)	 Denning and sister 
Jennifer (Denning) Taggart.
 Wendelin A. “Buddy” Dinges died 10-27-13.  He is survived 
by his son Kenny Dinges and daughters Kathy	 ‘68	 (Dinges)	
Montgomery, Denise (Dinges) Gross & Debbie (Dinges) 
Witthuhn.  He was preceded in death by a son Robert	‘66	Dinges, 
granddaughter Emily Gross, two brothers & six sisters.
 Henrietta (Rome) Dinkel died on 2-9-14.  She is survived by 
her daughters Janet	 ‘68	Dinkel & Peggy (Dinkel) (& Robert ‘68) 
Grabbe.
 Leon Francis Dreiling passed away on 4-16-14.  He is survived 
by his wife Pauline, son Jason Dreiling, daughter Julia Dreiling, 
brothers Larry Dreiling, Randy Dreiling, Stan	‘77	Dreiling & Steve 
‘81	Dreiling and sister Mary	‘66	(Dreiling)	Beck.
 Patricia J. “Patty” Dreiling died on 1-10-14.  She is survived 
by her sons Randy Dreiling, Frank Dreiling, Tony Dreiling & Mike 
Dreiling, daughters Sandy (Dreiling) Goetz, Sadie (Dreiling) 
Wideman & Terri (Dreiling) Maring, brothers Vernon (TMP-Marian 
Maintenance Department) (& Jeannie) Gross, Harold Gross, Gerald 

(& Sylvia) Gross & Leslie (& Linda	‘68	Weigel) Gross, sisters Joann 
(Gross) (& Norman) Dreiling, Geraldine (Gross) (& Don) Kindal, Kay 
(Gross) (& Dennis) VonLintel & Mary (Gross) (& Troy) Anderson, 16 
grandchildren and five great-grandchildren.  She was preceded in 
death by brothers Kenneth	‘54	Gross	& Leon Gross.
 Rudolph R. “Rudy” Dreiling passed away on 3-11-14.  He is 
survived by his daughters Betty	‘59	(Dreiling)	Gamble & Patricia	
‘60	 (Dreiling)	 Tasset, special caregiver Virginia Jacobs, ten 
grandchildren, three step-grandchildren, 18 great-grandchildren, 
eight step-great-grandchildren, six great-great-grandchildren and 
three step-great-great-grandchildren.  
 Norvella I. Elston died on 1-16-14.  She is survived by her 
daughter Deana (& Kim	 ‘86) Rupp and two grandchildren.  
Norvella was a long-time volunteer and supporter of TMP-Marian.
 Jordan Fields passed away on 11-24-13 from injuries sustained 
in a motor vehicle accident.  He is survived by his parents Dino	‘81 
& Sandy	‘83	(Schmidt)	Fields.  He leaves behind a brother Justin 
Fields and sister Amanda Fields.
 Gerald D. “Jerry” Grabbe died 10-30-13.  He is survived by 
his brother Adolph	 “JR”	 ‘57	Grabbe	 Jr. and sisters Theresa ‘58 
(Grabbe) (& James) Demel, Carol (Grabbe) Osborne, Judy	 ‘63	
(Grabbe)	 (& Michael ‘62) Ford, Mary	 ‘65	 (Grabbe)	Grabham & 
Connie	‘70	(Grabbe) (& Art) Bourbina.
 Rachael (Jarmer) Green died on 12-29-13.  She is survived by 
her husband Chad, son Alex Green, father Bob Jarmer and mother 
Karen	‘69	(Herrman)	Jarmer.
 Harold F. Gross died on 4-11-14.  He is survived by his sons 
Galyn Gross, Jeff Gross, Lanc Gross & Tracey Gross, brothers 
Vernon (TMP-M Maintenance) (& Jeannie) Gross, Gerald (& Sylvia) 
Gross & Leslie (& Linda	‘68	Weigel) Gross, sisters Joann (Gross) (& 
Norman) Dreiling, Geraldine (Gross) (& Don) Kindal, Kay (Gross) (& 
Dennis) VonLintel & Mary (Gross) (& Troy) Anderson.
 Magdalene E. “Madge” Gustin passed away on 12-24-13.  She 
is survived by her sons Jerry	‘63 (& Karen	‘64	Schueler) Gustin & 
Tim Gustin.
 Harold Haselhorst passed away on 4-28-14.  He is survived 
by his  wife Henrietta, sons Glenn Haselhorst, Gary Haselhorst 
& Kenneth Haselhorst and daughters Belinda (Haselhorst) 
Munoz, Sheila	‘61	(Haselhorst)	Thompson, Lila	‘74	(Haselhorst)	
Montgomery, Diane	 ‘77	 (Haselhorst)	 Barnekoff, Nadine 
(Haselhorst) McGrath & Stacey Haselhorst.
 Ludwina Haselhorst died 3-6-14.  She is survived by her 
sons Leon Haselhorst, Dale	 ‘71 (& Shelly) Haselhorst & Irvin 
(& Gail) Haselhorst, daughters Roberta (Haselhorst) (& Eddie) 
Schuckman, Doris (Haselhorst) (& Carl ‘57) Zimmerman, Donetta 
(Haselhorst) (& Don) Lang & Deborah	‘77	(Haselhorst)	Hatfield, 
26 grandchildren, 41 great-grandchildren and nine great-great-
grandchildren.  She was preceded in death by her husband Irvin A. 
Haselhorst and a son Duane	‘63	Haselhorst.
 Marvin A. Kuhn passed away on 12-26-13.  He is survived by his 
sons Larry (& Joyce) Kuhn, Duane	‘73 (& Patty	‘74	Schmidt) Kuhn, 
Marvin ‘80 (& Sandy) Kuhn, Terry	 ‘83 (& Becky	 ‘86	Wasinger) 
Kuhn & Jerry Kuhn, 13 grandchildren, 18 great-grandchildren and 
a great-great-grandchild.
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 John E. Kundred died on 4-10-14.  He is survived by his 
daughter Jacqueline	 ‘64	“Jackie”	 (Kundred)	Havel.  He was 
preceded in death by his son John	‘62	A.	Kundred.
 Benjamin R. Lake, infant son of Doug & Maleia	‘94	(Rome)	
Lake, passed away on 3-21-14.  He is survived by his sisters 
Grace Lake & Charlotte Lake and grandparents John Richard 
Lake, Patricia Lake & Raymond & Susan Rome.
 Betty L. Leiker died on 2-10-14.  She is survived by her 
sons Paul Leiker, Laren (& Sue	‘77	Braun) Leiker & Gary Leiker, 
daughters Sharon	‘75	(Leiker)	(& Mike	‘74) VonLintel & Tammy 
(Leiker) (& Jason) Weber, brothers Wayne Zimmerman, Gordon 
Zimmerman, Dennis	‘68	Zimmerman, Sherman Zimmerman 
& Steve	 ‘70	 Zimmerman and sisters Elaine (Zimmerman) 
Schmidt & Marjorie (Zimmerman) Augustine.  Betty had 17 
grandchildren and 15 great-grandchildren.
 Rose (Stecklein) Linenberger died on 5-10-14.  She is 
survived by her sons Tom ‘63 (& Deonne) Linenberger & Alan 
‘70	 Linenberger and daughters Margaret	 ‘57	 (Linenberger)	
Ruder & Sally	‘61	(Linenberger) (& Robert ‘59) Bechard.
 John L. Lonnon passed away on 11-22-13.  He is survived 
by his sons Thomas (& Vanessa) Lonnon & John (& Patti	‘74	
Schmidt) Lonnon, daughter Carol (Lonnon) (& Robert) Hoke 
and nine grandchildren including Angela	‘97	(Lonnon)	Klaus & 
Dane	‘03	Lonnon.
 Shirley Nadine McDiffett died on 2-2-14.  She is survived 
by her husband Don, daughter Hiedi (McDiffett) LaBrue, 
stepdaughters Joni Davis & Pam McDiffett, stepson Doug 
McDiffett and sisters Judy (Fisher) Crist & Jan	 ‘76	 (Fischer)	
Dreiling.
 Donald E. “Don” McGinnis passed away on 4-8-14.  He 
is survived by his wife LaVon	 ‘55	 (Schumacher)	McGinnis, 
sons Chuck McGinnis, Mike McGinnis & Tony McGinnis and 
daughters Pat (McGinnis) Hammerschmidt, Myra McGinnis, 
Kathy McGinnis & Barb (McGinnis) Herrman.
 Gerald “Gerry” Lee Mermis died 1-15-14.  He is survived by 
his wife Rose Mary, sons Christopher ‘84 (& Rayleen) Mermis 
& Clint (& Laura) Mermis and daughters Tracy	 ‘85	 (Mermis) 
(& Mike	‘81) Walters, Maria	 ‘87	(Mermis) (& Rusty) Ness & 
Heather (Mermis) (& Jon) Anderson.
 Jacob Molleker Jr. passed away on 6-7-14.  He is survived 
by his wife LaVerna and children Donald	‘68	Molleker, Jacques	
‘70	Molleker, Errol	‘72	Molleker & Gilletta	‘76	Molleker.
 Arthur “Art” Pfannenstiel died 3-3-14.  He is survived by his 
spouse Josita, sons Tom ‘71 (& Danielle) Pfannenstiel, Doug	‘76 
(& Cathy) Pfannenstiel & Dan	‘79 (& Michelle ‘80 Schumacher) 
Pfannenstiel and daughter Gloria	‘73	Pfannenstiel.
 David Elliott Rohleder passed away 1-5-14.  He was the 
infant son of Eric ‘82 & Casey Rohleder.  He is survived by his 
brother Joe, sisters Megan & Carolyn and grandparents Ken & 
Yvonne Braun and Richard & Theresa Kelch.
 Agnes Rohr passed away on 3-20-14.  She is survived by 
her sons Gilbert Rohr & Leroy Rohr and daughter Pauline	‘63	
(Rohr)	Meis.  She was preceded in death by daughter Evelyine	
‘61	(Rohr)	Hatfield.

 Conrad L. “Connie” Rohr Sr. passed away on  1-1-14.  He 
is survived by his wife of 63 years Benita	‘49	(Engel)	Rohr, son 
Conrad Rohr Jr., daughter Becky (Rohr) Schaeffer and sisters 
Clementine (Rohr) Begler &	Marcella	‘42	(Rohr)	Wolf.
 Julie Ann Roth died on 4-5-14.  She is survived by her parents 
Marvin ‘67 & Debra	‘69	(Jacobs)	Roth and sisters Jill (Roth) Forsberg 
& Jenny (Roth) Arndt.
 Kenneth “Kenny” Rupp passed away on 2-20-14.  He is survived 
by his wife Charlene	‘57	(Dinkel)	Rupp and daughters Cheryl (Rupp) 
Reeves & Shelly (Rupp) LaRue.
 Donald Charles “Chuck” Schauvliege Sr. died on 11-25-13.  
He is survived by his son Donald Schauvliege Jr., daughter Sharla 
(Schauvliege) Borden, stepfather Michael Rupp, brothers Tim Rupp 
& Mike Schauvliege and sisters	Jennifer	‘81	(Rupp)	Hallin & Vicki 
(Rupp) Runge.
 Gilbert F. “Gib” Schippers passed away on 12-11-13.  He is 
survived by his wife Rosalyn, sons Gerald ‘70 Schippers & Tony	‘81	
Schippers, daughter Theresa	‘79	(Schippers)	Brown, sister Eleanor 
Schippers and grandchildren Susan Austin, Sarah Hagan, Simon 
Schippers, Logan Brown, Chelsea Brown, Becky	 ‘98	 (Schippers)	
Hickert, Jeni	‘00	(Schippers)	Parks, Nathan	‘04	Schippers, Hannah 
‘10 Schippers, Colby	‘12	Schippers & Ryan	‘15	Schippers.  He was 
preceded in death by his son Michael ‘74 Schippers & daughter 
Mary	‘71	Schippers.  Gib has been a loyal friend to TMP-Marian, 
may he rest in peace.
 Katherine Schmidt died on 2-12-14.  She is survived by her 
daughters Betty	 Sp’63	 (Schmidt) (& LaVerne) Augustine, Shirley	
‘65	 (Schmidt) (& Brian	 ‘62) Windholz & Gerri (Schmidt) (& Don) 
Johnson.  She was preceded in death by her daughter Patricia	Sp’68	
(Schmidt)	Davis.
 Marcellus V. Schmidt passed away on 2-24-14.  He is survived 
by his wife Armella, sons Francis F. Schmidt & Marcellus ‘71 Schmidt 
and daughters JoAnn	 ‘59	 (Schmidt)	 Braun & Benita (Schmidt) 
Quimby, stepsons Mark Riedel & Patrick Riedel and stepdaughter 
Melissa Roberts.
 Andrew “Andy” Seifert Jr. passed away on 1-25-14.  He is 
survived by his wife Josephine, son Dr. David Seifert, daughters Jolene 
(Seifert) Moore (office volunteer for the Endowment Foundation of 
TMP-Marian) & Lori (Seifert) Adkins and 11 grandchildren, including 
Leslie	‘92	(Moore)	Olmstead & Aimee	‘93	(Moore)	Brisco.
 Alice M. Staab died 12-2-13.  She is survived by her husband 
Walter ‘45 Staab, daughters Terri	‘69	(Staab) (& Loren) Stanton & 
Deanne (Staab) (& William) Wakefield and sons Doug (& Lisa	‘78	
Hammerschmidt) Staab & Kevin (& Carol) Staab.
 Irene M. Unrein died on 4-10-14.  She is survived by her 
sons Ron ‘65 Unrein, Arlyn Unrein, Glenn Unrein & Curtis Unrein, 
daughters Sheila	 ‘67	(Unrein)	Marcotte, Kathy (Unrein) Peterson, 
Becky (Unrein) Martin, Melinda	Sp’77	(Unrein)	Fross & Kristie	‘78	
(Unrein)	Baker, 22 grandchildren, 25 great-grandchildren and two 
great-great-grandchildren.
 Alberta A. Walt passed away on 5-21-14.  She is survived by 
her husband Albert T. ‘52 Walt, sons Tom Walt & Rodney Walt and 
daughters Bonnie (Walt) VonLintel, Connie (Walt) Schwindt, Judy 
(Walt) Klitzke, Brenda (Walt) Stoecklein & Debbie (Walt) Bollinger.
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 Ventura M. (Giebler) Weigel passed away on 5-4-14.  She is 
survived by her son Gary	‘61 (& Clarene ‘64 Gross) Weigel and 
daughters Delores	 ‘60	 (Weigel) (& Terrance ‘59) Schmidt & 
Jacqueline (Weigel) (& Denny) Luttrell.
 Helen R. Weilert died 12-15-13.  She is survived by her sons 
Lawrence (& Elaine) Weilert Jr., Cary (& Linda) Weilert, Jan Weilert, 
Bruce (& Linda) Weilert, Michael (& Pamela) Weilert, Fred (& 
Jeanne) Weilert, Stephen (& Helen Sp’72 Fellers) Weilert, Pat 
Weilert & Stanley (& Ursula) Weilert, daughters Helen (& David) 
Van Orsdel, Suzy (& Steven) Spatz & Grace (& Curtis) Peterson, 
40 grandchildren including Sarah	‘97	(Weilert)	Diehl & Clint ‘99 
Weilert, 48 great- grandchildren & three great-great grandchildren.
 Larry F. Werth died 3-8-14.  He is survived by his wife 
Laurine, sons Michel ‘70 Werth, Nicolas Werth & Todd Werth 
and daughter Janel	‘70	(Werth) (& Orville ‘67) Moore.  He was 
preceded in death by brothers Clarence Werth, Fr. Alvin ‘24-
’26C Werth OFM Cap., Clement ‘28 Werth, Robert Sp’54 Werth, 
Leonard Werth, Alvin Werth, Frederick	‘57	Werth & John Werth 
and sisters Amelia (Werth) Haas, Lidwina (Werth) Gottschalk, 
Barbara (Werth) Zimmerman, Florine Werth & Juanita (Werth) 
Bertourne.
 Bernita Anna Younger passed away on 2-11-14.  She is 
survived by her husband Marvin, sons Warren Younger & Daniel 
(& Sharon) Younger and daughters Rebecca (Younger) (& Dennis	
‘68) Zimmerman, Claudia (Younger) (& David	 Sp’79) Leiker & 
Olinda (Younger) (& Gary	‘73) Power, 12 grandchildren including 
Nathan	 ‘04	Leiker, Alex	 ‘06	Leiker & Jordan	 ‘09	Leiker and 17 
great-grandchildren.
 Sr. Patricia “Pat” Younger CSA passed away on 5-7-14.  She is 
survived by her brothers John	‘51	C.	Younger	& Tom ‘52 Younger, 
sister Nadine	‘50	(Younger)	Pedersen and the Sisters of St. Agnes 
with whom she lived, prayed and ministered.  Sr. Pat was an 
elementary teacher for 18 years and principal for 27 years, serving 
as principal-president at TMP-Marian from 1988-1992.  She left a 
legacy of music and laughter everywhere she lived.
 Eugene “Gene” Zimmer passed away on 2-12-14.  He is 
survived by his wife Mary	 Ellen	 ‘66	 (Pfannenstiel)	 Zimmer, 
sons Kevin Zimmer & Kurt	‘96	Zimmer and daughters Karen	‘86	
(Zimmer)	Crosby & Kayleen	‘00	(Zimmer)	Martin.  Gene taught 
at Kennedy Middle School for 23 years and then at TMP-Marian 
for 12 years, leading his students to more first place finishes 
than second and third combined at the Fort Hays Math Relays.  
Dedication to his students and family were foremost in his life.
 Roman “Roy” Charles Zimmerman died 12-8-13.  He 
is survived by his wife Ruth, son Keith (& Anne	 ‘85	 	 Kisner) 
Zimmerman and daughters Sandy	 ‘72	 (Zimmerman)	 Sanders, 
Sheila	‘75	(Zimmerman) (& Larry) Kelsay, Karen	‘77	(Zimmerman) 
(& Dale	‘81) Kisner	&	Kay	‘79	(Zimmerman) (& Loran) Werth.

	 Sr.	Lois	‘31	Karlin	CSA and her brother, Fr.	Paulinus	‘35-
37C	Karlin	were captured in this photo at one of the many 
Monarch home football games.  Fr. Paulinus died in 2003 
and Sr. Lois died this past December, after celebrating her 
100th birthday in August in Fond du Lac, Wisconsin.    Both 
were incredibly dedicated to their alma mater and we truly 
miss their spiritual guidance, but we know they are still 
watching over us.
 We lost our oldest living female alum with the death 
of Sr.	Lois	‘31	Karlin	CSA, graduate of Girl’s Catholic High 
School.  To the best of our knowledge, Leona	‘32	(Kobler)	
Hill now holds that distinct honor.  Our oldest living male 
alum is Joseph	 ‘31-’34C	 Palen, following the death of 
MSgt.	Frank	‘32	C.	Stecklein in January of 2013.

Congratulations	to	the
NW	KS	Hansen	Scholarship	Winners
from	Thomas	More	Prep-Marian

Class of 2014

Hansen Leader of Tomorrow $6,500 Scholarship
Jacob Brull

Hansen Scholar $4,000 Scholarship
Monica Michaud
Justin Raynesford

Hansen Student $3,000 Scholarship
Mason Choitz
Jena Ernsting
Mikaela Flax
Aaron Moore
Grant Romme

Roy Schmeidler
Michael Schulte
Taylor Wasinger

Career and Technical Education $2000 Scholarship
Ryan Mayorga

Cody Schmidtberger
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Fine Arts Booster Club
 The Fine Arts Booster Club has a lot of reasons to 
be proud of their accomplishments, including the 
auditorium renovation project to the purchase of a 
state of the art sound system in the Dreiling Theatre 
(named after ‘Leo J. & Albina Dreiling’ for their major 
contributions to your alma mater).  This new sound 
system maximizes the many experiences in the theatre 
from dinner shows, musicals, Spring play to awards 
nights and various community theatre groups who 
frequent our theatre.  A small group of dedicated and 
generous donors helped make this a reality.  
 Each year, Fine Arts Booster Club sponsors and supports 
the Dinner Show, refreshments and receptions for the 
cast and crew of the musical and Spring play, the annual 
Fine Arts night and teacher request for scholarships to 
support an activity in the classroom or field-trips.  If you 
would like to be a part of this fine organization, please 
see their membership information enclosed on the 
“Annual Membership Information” form.

 Kathleen Cepelka, past president and principal of TMP-
Marian, addresses the graduating Class of 2014 during 
commencement exercises Memorial weekend.  

Photo courtesy of Amy Braun

 The TMP-Marian Band has received many 
accolades this past year.  In addition to having an 
unprecedented number of band members (73), 
they brought home many awards.  In March, they 
participated in the Winter Park Ski Music Festival and 
were awarded three trophies for Superior Rating, 
Best in Class and overall Grand Champion.  They next 
competed at the KSHSAA state music festival and 
received a 1 Rating with high point totals from all three 
judges.  Pictured in the photo above are (L-R) Mason 
‘14	Choitz, Michael ‘14 Schulte, Taylor	‘14	Wasinger, 
Roy	‘14	Schmeidler and Allison ‘14 Hohmann, along 
with our devoted and talented band director Kathy 
Dreiling-Amrein, proudly displaying some of the 
trophies they won this past year.  Congratulations for 
continuing up our strong tradition of excellence!

Sisters of St. Agnes, 
Thank You for 135 years educating

 the youth of Ellis County!
by Barb Wagoner

 The Congregation of the Sisters of St. Agnes was founded 
in 1858 in Wisconsin.  The women of this congregation 
have been dedicated to improving the lives of Catholic 
communities, willingly sharing their gifts. The primary talents 
generously shared in the Hays community were nursing and 
teaching.  At the request of Capuchin missionaries in Ellis 
County, two Agnesian Sisters arrived in Victoria in 1879.  
Since those first two ladies, there have been 79 women to 
grace the halls of Girls Catholic High School, Marian, TMP and 
TMP-Marian.  
 Many sacrifices were made by these women while adapting 
to the needs of the Hays community; poor living conditions, 
crowded classrooms, insufficient teaching supplies, World 
War II, changing roles of women in society, workforce 
demands, funding needs, accreditation expectations, building 
expansion, remodeling, consolidation and a growing, ever- 
changing  Catholic community identify a few.   The Sisters filled 
roles as teachers of every subject as well as administration 
duties and Sacristan details.  The impact of the Sisters of St. 
Anges continues to ripple through the generations of lives 
affected by their response to God’s call.  
 The last Sister to grace our halls at TMP, Sister Paul Ann 
Dinkel, C.S.A., left to return to Fond du lac, WI, in January 
2014.  The presence of the Sisters of St. Agnes have left their 
mark and will forever be an important part of the ongoing 
legacy of TMP-Marian.  Thank you ladies and well done good 
and faithful servants.  When you walk through the halls, you 
may still hear a few parting messages shared by Sister Paul 
Ann at recent class retreats.  “That is good for your soul.” 
As well as her parting words at the end of each work day,  
“God be with you until we meet again.”
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	 1944	 -	 Alice	 (Schmeidler)	 Honas, co-owner of Honas 
Farms, was given the 2013 maintenance award for her family’s 
conservation efforts by the Ellis County Conservation District.
 1946	 -	 Esther	 (Pfannenstiel)	Wasinger was recognized for 
her 52 years of service in the American Legion Auxiliary Unit No. 
173 in March of 2014.
 1949Sp	 -	 Don	 Bickle	 Sr. (spouse of the late Cecilia ‘49 
Toepfer Bickle), along with Don Bickle Jr., Tim Bickle, Ryan Bickle 
& Jacob Bickle, celebrated their 80th anniversary at S & W Supply 
in Hays.     
 1949 - Marion (& Donna) Schmidt are very proud of their 
eight grandchildren; three are at Notre Dame, two are at Kansas 
State University, one at K.U. and one at Toronto School of Business, 
while their oldest granddaughter is “gainfully employed” after 
graduating from Washburn University!  Their Blue Sky Miniature 
Horse Ranch kept them busy with the arrival of three new foals 
last year.  They invite you to visit the ranch whenever you are in 
the Hays area!
 1951	-	Dorothy	(Dreiling)	& Marvin	Dreiling celebrated their 
60th wedding anniversary on 3-1-14 with a Mass and reception 
hosted by their children at the Rose Garden Banquet Hall.  Their 
children are Doug	‘73 & (Brenda	‘76	Klaus) Dreiling, Karen	‘74 
(& Randy Boggs) Dreiling, Kay	‘77	(Dreiling)	(& Kevin	‘76) Fieler, 
Duane	 ‘83 (& Lori) Dreiling	and Kristie	 ‘90	 (Dreiling) (& Brian) 
Haynes.
	 1951	 -	 Donald	 & Rose Schmidt are honored that their 
grandson, Kendall Schmidt, son of Kent & Kathy Schmidt, 
was chosen to perform with other top stars and the National 
Symphony Orchestra to celebrate our country’s 238th birthday 
on July 4th, 2014 on the West Lawn of the U.S. Capitol.  Singer-
songwriter Kendall is part of the group Big Time Rush, winner of 
the 2014 Best Live Act at the World Music Awards. The salute will 
be broadcast live on PBS.  Don Schmidt  was the 1961-1962 head 
basketball coach at St. Joseph Military Academy and had one of 
the best basketball seasons ever at SJMA!
 1953	-	Virginia	(Ross)	& Verlin “Red”	Pfeifer celebrated their 
60th wedding anniversary on 11-24-13.  They were also blessed 
with the birth of a new great-granddaughter on 12-1-13.
 1954	-	ATTENTION	CLASS	OF	1954	-	We will be celebrating 
our 60th class reunion this year during Homecoming, September 
26th & 27th.  Friday night, our class will be in the parade and will 
meet at Thirsty’s later.  We would like to invite all other classes to 
come out and visit with us.  Hope to see you all there!

 1957 - Fr. William Surmeier retired in December of 2013 
as pastor of St. Mary, Help of Christians Parish in Gorham.  He 
plans to continue to work part-time as a counselor in Hays for 
Catholic Charities of Northern Kansas and fill in for area priests 
as needed.
 1958	-	Jane	(Gross)	& Tom Werner were honored by their 
church, St. Cecilia’s Cathedral in Omaha, Nebraska, for 55 years 
of service on 4-5-14.
 1959	 -	 Janet	 (Urban)	Klaus received a 25-year pin at the 
Hays Daughters of Isabella meeting.
 1960 - Allen Rohr was recognized for his 25 years on 
grounds maintenance at Fort Hays State University.  He is 
married to Linda	‘66	(Dechant)	Rohr.
 1960	-	Jerry	&	Joanne	‘64	(Schmidt)	Stecklein have enjoyed 
several visits with Jon	 ‘59 & Barb Kisner this past year.  Jerry 
& Jon took Jerry’s airplane to Fredericksburg, Texas to visit the 
Admiral Nimitz Museum.  
 1961	-	Darrell	Mudd	&	Linda	‘62	Pfeifer were married on 
11-2-13.  Two lives, two hearts, joined together in marriage; high 
school sweethearts now united forever in love.  Congratulations!
 1961	-	Linda	(Stecklein)	& Bob Sander will be celebrating 
their 50th wedding anniversary on 9-5-14 with their children 
John, David, Kay & Roxanne, their families and friends in Garden 
City, Kansas.
 1961	-	Stephanie	(Jacobs)	Schumacher was recognized for 
her 23 years of service in the American Legion Auxiliary Unit No. 
173 in March of 2014.  She also won the coffee cup award for a 
membership contest and is currently the membership chairman 
and vice-president.
 1961	-	Diane	(Roth)	Waldschmidt	received a 25-year pin at 
the Hays Daughters of Isabella meeting.
 1962	 -	 Randy	 Brull was given the 2014 Distinguished 
Teacher-of-the-Year honors by the Kansas Association of 
Independent and Religious Schools, along with fellow teacher/
wrestling coach Josh Peterson.  Besides teaching science for 
over 30 years at TMP-Marian, Randy has also been the chess 
coach for the past 17 years, plus he has donated his time 
teaching chess to youngsters at the Hays Public Library for the 
last 10 years.  Thank you for your kind and generous heart!
 1963 - Melvin & Mary	 ‘63	 (Gabel)	 Sauer celebrated 
their 50th wedding anniversary 5-23-14.  Children of the 
couple are Mel	 ‘84	 Sauer	 Jr. & Kay	 ‘87	 (Sauer)	 Shippy.  
Congratulations Mel & Mary!

Class Notes
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 1963 - Tom & Clare (former teacher at TMP-Marian) 
Walters were selected as the recipients of the 2013 
Windbreak Conservation Award from the Ellis County 
Conservation District.  
 1964	-	Bernard	“Barney”	&	Sheila	‘65	(Ross)	Boos  were 
among more than 100 volunteers that helped at the Hays 
Community Thanksgiving Dinner.  Sheila said, “God has given 
us so many blessings.  It’s just another way to say thank you 
to Him and to the community.”  Their children are Bill	Sp’89	
Boos, B.J.	 Sp’02	 Boos, Kristen	 Sp’01	 (Boos)	 Sloan & John 
Boos.
 1965	 -	ATTENTION	CLASS	OF	1965	 -	Tony Luick will be 
hosting this year’s mini-reunion in Tucson, Arizona on October 
24th, 25th & 26th.  All classmates are invited!  Contact Joan 
Palmer at 316-259-2750 or Tony Luick at tonyhl@comcast.
net.  We are looking forward to seeing all of you!
 1965	-	Robert	Arko reminisced in a letter to the editor 
of the Pueblo Chieftain of his whereabouts on the afternoon 
of 11-22-63.  “The student body of Saint Joseph’s Military 
Academy in Hays, Kansas was gathering for the 1:00 p.m. 
formation after the mid-day meal.  The rumor began to 
circulate that the President had been shot and had died.  
We began to laugh at the joke.  Grim humor of this type was 
common in  that time and place.  A few minutes later, we 
learned to our sad regret the veracity of the rumor!  Classes 
were canceled for the remainder of the day.  We spent the 
rest of the afternoon in our assigned classrooms.”  Robert 
said this tragic event has served as an anchor for his life when 
making decisions, great and small.  
 1965	 -	 Marietta	 (Leiker)	 Schupman has retired from 
her job as the manager of Golden Plains and Water Tower 
Apartments after 27 years and as manager of Wheatland 
Apartments in Plainville.  She has received numerous 
awards from the Rural Rental Housing Association of Kansas, 
including Kansas State Site Manager of the year and being 
nominated for the National Honor.
 1965	-	Norma	(Dreher)	Weimer, a member of the Wes 
Windholz Polka Band, enjoys playing the accordion at various 
retirement communities in the Hays area once a month.  
Norma said the joy the music brings the residents is mutual.
 1967	-	Shirley	(Gnad)	Dinkel, sixth-grade teacher at Holy 
Family Elementary School in Hays, was pictured with her 
student winners of the Respect Life essay contest sponsored 
by the Knights of Columbus Council in the Hays Daily News.
 1967	-	Ken	Windholz, a man of many hats, was featured 
in the HDN Faces article.  Besides being an accomplished 
photographer, former power-lifter and drummer, he teaches 
on-line psychology courses at FHSU and is the booming voice 
heard announcing Fort Hays State University football and 
basketball games, as well as the Hays Larks summer baseball 
games.  Ken is married to Jolene	‘73	(Younger)	Windholz.
 1968	-	Margaret	(Binder)	& Will Schaffer celebrated the 
marriage of their daughter Stephanie Schaffer to Tom Howie, 
son of Kenneth & Leslie Howie on 10-19-13.  

 This 19th century South German painted wooden 
Crucifix hung in the personal chapel of Queen Mother 
Maria of Bavaria, in the Hohenschwangau Castle.  
Upon her death, this Crucifix was given to a valet, 
then passed on to his son (Hans Mayr), and then to 
the mother of Wolfgang	 ‘61	Neudorfer	SJMA.  The 
writing at the top is in Hebrew, Greek and Latin and 
reads:  “Jesus of Nazareth, I am the King of the Jews.”  
This Crucifix is located behind the altar in the Marian 
Chapel and has been donated to TMP-Marian by 
Wolfgang	‘61	Neudorfer.
 Thank you Wolf for this incredible addition to our 
Marian Chapel.  
 Please stop by to see this Crucifix and the stained 
glass windows if you find yourself in the area.  It is 
well worth the effort.

Marian Chapel 
         Receives New 
                    “Old” Crucifix
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 1969	 -	 Myra	 (Schmeidler)	 Burns	 welcomed new 
granddaughter Myah Grace Younger, daughter of Marc & Janell 
Younger, on 10-19-13.  Sister Alyssa, age 10 & brother Evan, age 
7, were excited to bring their new sister home!
 1969	 -	 David	 Giebler was recognized for his 20 years of 
service as electronics technician senior in the Departments of 
Chemistry and Physics at Fort Hays State University.
 1969Sp	-	Mike	& Ruth	Kreller are thrilled with the addition 
of another grandchild, Evelyn Kay Kreller, daughter of Chris & 
Kim Kreller.  She was born on 12-14-13 and has a brother Carson 
Michael, age 2.  The other grandparents are Ed & Janice Rice.
 1969Sp - Ron & Linda	Lager celebrated their 40th wedding 
anniversary on 1-5-14 with a family celebration.  They have 
seven children and 12 grandchildren.
 1970	 -	 Jim	& Carol	 Buchheister	wrote in, “While we are 
residing in Lawrence, we are proudly wearing our KSU WILDCAT 
purple!  And while belonging to the St. John the Evangelist 
Parish, we are enjoying our pastor Fr. Michael Scully OFM Cap., 
who was one of my favorite SJMA teachers!”
 1971	-	Jan	(Korbe)	Brungardt, St. Fidelis parish secretary, 
and Rosie Kreutzer brainstormed the need for a thrift store in 
Victoria.  Fr.	John	‘83	Schmeidler like the idea and hence, the 
opening of the St. Fidelis Gift and Thrift Shop.  To help with 
the costs, Frank	 ‘48	Brungardt donated the use of an empty 
building rent-free for a year.
 1971	-	Dave	&	Joan	‘71	(Giebler)	Dunn recently celebrated 
40 years of wedded bliss.  They were married on 12-29-73.  They 
also welcomed a new grandson, Marshall Paul Dunn, son of 
Michael & Mary Dunn on 10-3-13.  Marshall has a sister Molly, 
age 2½ and the other grandparents are David & Susan Kerns.
 1971	-	Donna	(Leiker)	& Jeff	Maska are happy to announce 
the marriage of their daughter, Tara Maska, to Kelly Holder, son 
of Shelley Holder on 8-13-13.
 1972	 -	 Marie	 (Dreiling)	 Froelich (& Morris), along with 
siblings Nadine	 ‘74	 (Dreiling) (& Randy	 ‘74)	 Gottschalk, 
Keith	 ‘79 (& Pam) Dreiling, Bruce	 ‘80 (& Mary Beth) Dreiling 
and Francine	 ‘83	Dreiling (& Scott Claassen) celebrated their 
parents, Marvin & Katie Dreiling’s 60th wedding anniversary 
with an open house last November.  Marie, vice-president at 
Golden Belt Bank of Hays, was also honored for her 35 years of 
service.
 1972 - Tim Schumacher again has qualified for the Million 
Dollar Round Table, an international independent association 
of the world’s leading life insurance and financial service 
professionals.  He is married to Ruth	‘73	(Rohr)	Schumacher.
 1972	-	Jude	&	Rachel	‘73	(Rohr)	Stecklein and Tom & Sue 
Zabawa are elated with the marriage of their children, Tara 
Zabawa & Scott Stecklein, on 6-7-14.
 1973	 -	 Janet	 (Schmidt)	 Koerner was chosen as 2014 
Daughter of the Year at a recent Hays Daughters of Isabella 
meeting.  She is an active volunteer, church hospitality greeter 
& lector, a member of the board of directors for the Mary 
Elizabeth Maternity Home the past 14 years.  She has three 
children & three grandchildren.

Point of Light
 

 Would you like to nominate someone you admire 
and respect for the prestigious Point of Light Award? 
Thomas More Prep-Marian chooses the recipients for 
this award each year based upon the following criteria:  
1)  Commitment to our Tradition of Excellence; 2) 
Activities which bring honors to the inductee and 
to TMP-Marian; and 3) Dedication to TMP-Marian 
in service.  Basically, individuals who have honored 
the school by their sustained gifts of time, talent and 
treasure are chosen.  
 Mail your nominination to Kathy Taylor c/o TMP-
Marian, 1701 Hall St., Hays, KS 67601 or you can 
e-mail it to taylork@tmp-m.org.  All nominations must 
be received before May 15 for consideration in the 
same calendar year.
 

Historical	Listing	of	Point	of	Light	Recipients

1995 - Sr. Remigia Neder, Fr. Cletus Blockinger, Charles 
Budke, Fr. Timothy Gottschalk, Leo & Albina Dreiling, Coach 
Alvin ‘41 Billinger, Sr. Annabel Dreiling & Coach Gene Flax
1996 - Sr. Amadea Wirtz, Fr. Claude Vogel, Coach Lewman 
Lane, Fr. Anselm Martin, Jack ‘40 Schramm, Dr. Jeff ‘78 
Colyer, Don Bickle & Wendelin ‘33 Sander
1997 - Fr. Blaine Burkey, Jerry ‘74 Seib & Irvin ‘42 Karlin
1998 - Angeline Cepelka, Dan ‘54 Rupp & Joyce ‘70 Dinges
1999 - Sr. Lois ‘31 Karlin, Fr. Paulinus ‘35-’37C Karlin, Al ‘34 
Rupp & Coach Sy Palmer
2000 - Fr. Michael Scully, Norbert ‘65 Kuhn, Fr. Christian 
Fey & Wanda ‘66 Billinger
2001 - Fr. Earl ‘61 Befort & Gerald ‘43C Roth
2002 - Wayne ‘53 & Marie ‘53 Gabel & Dick ‘76 Werth
2003 - Marlene ‘54 Brull
2004 - Jim & Susan Werth & Eugene ‘34 ‘Dusty’ Glassman
2005 - Sharon ‘70 Drees & Bob ‘65 & Karla Sp’67 Dinges
2006 - Irvin ‘68 & Terry Leiker & Jerry ‘72 & Marilyn Luetters
2007 - Fr. John ‘69 Lager & Ken & Cheri ‘65 Haas
2008 - Robert Schmidt, Leroy Gnad & Charles Staab, Jr.
2009 - Bishop George Fitzsimons, Lil ‘73 Kingsley & Jean 
Ross
2010 - Debbie ‘72 Dinges & Chris ‘77 & Krista ‘78 Gottschalk
2011 - Tom & Debbie ‘75 Bohm, Tom ‘65 Drees, Tony ‘75 & 
Cyndy ‘77 Dreiling, Pat Schmidt & Kay Werth
2012 - Ron ‘75 & Rhonda ‘77 Flax, Don & Jolene Moore, 
Greg & Pam Schmidt & Frank ‘60 & Rosie ‘61 Werth
2013 - Galen & Cathy Pfeifer, Gene & Mary Ellen ‘66 
Zimmer
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 1973	 -	 Deborah	 (Leikam)	 Letourneau celebrated the 
marriage of her daughter Brianna Letourneau to Brandon 
McCoy in Charleston, West Virginia.  Don Letourneau, 
Brianna’s father, officiated the wedding.
 1974	-	Lila	(Haselhorst)	& Bill	Montgomery announce the 
marriage of their daughter Chelsea Montgomery to Thomas 
Powell, son of Kathy Powell & the late Tom Powell on 4-26-14.
 1975	-	Bob	Leiker	was appointed by the General Council 
in Italy as the President and Coach for the WKA United 
States Team (World Kickboxing Association).  The WKA is the 
longest running sport karate organization in the world.  The 
United States Team will compete in the World Championships 
in Tuscany, Italy in October 2014.  Bob is a former six-time 
World Fighting and Forms champion.  Bob and Jill’s son Jarrett 
graduated with a Juris Doctorate from UMKC School of Law.  He 
successfully passed the Missouri Bar and is employed by Davis, 
Bethune and Jones of Kansas City, MO where he specializes in 
product liability, professional negligence, premises liability, 
business tort litigation and Federal Employer’s Liability Act 
(FELA) claims.  Their son Jason was united in marriage on 
5-23-14 to Claire Rott at Blessed Sacrament Catholic Church 
in Wichita, KS.  Jason is the Business Operations Manager 
of AmeriKick Kansas and Claire is completing clinical studies 
for her Doctorate in Physical Therapy.  The couple resides in 
Overland Park, KS.
 1975	-	Tom	Lippert, along with FHSU president Edward 
Hammond, was pictured in the HDN speaking to Mayo	
‘75 Schmidt, guest speaker at the Hays Area Chamber of 
Commerce annual banquet in January.
 1976	 -	 Anthony	 Berens retired on 1-11-14 from the 
Federal Bureau of Investigation after 28 years of service.  He 
served in the Kansas City, Las Vegas and Detroit field offices 
during his career.  After retirement, a move to Savannah, 
Georgia was made.  He and his wife Connie also announce 
the marriage of their daughter Laura Berens to Jared Sweet 
on 5-31-13.
 1976	 -	 Sandra	 (Dreiling)	 Gottschalk was the recipient 
of the 2013 Clinical Writing Award from the Kansas State 
Nurses Association Editorial Board.  The award-winning 
article, “Western Kansas Clinical Collaborative:  A New Clinical 
Model in Education” was published in the July-August 2013 
volume of the Kansas Nurse Journal and was a collaborative 
effort of nursing leaders from western Kansas.  She was also 
selected to serve as a program evaluator for the Accreditation 
Commission for Education in Nursing.  Sandra is married to 
Keith	“Skeeter”	‘76	Gottschalk.
 1976	 -	 Lisa	 (Rohleder)	 Lang was recognized for her 10 
years of service as accounting/database manager of the 
Alumni Association at Fort Hays State University.  She is 
married to Tim	‘75	Lang.
 1976	 -	 June	 (Arnold)	 & John	 Pennington and Gerald 
& Connie Olson announce the marriage of their children, 
Colleen Pennington to Stean Olson on 3-29-14 in Russell, 
Kansas.

Flag	Day	- Colorful United States flags line Hall Street in front of 
the school campus to Victory Gates, which honors our military 
alumni that made the ultimate sacrifice to our country.  God 
bless these individuals and the families they left behind.

Run with the HERD 
Homecoming 5k

 This year’s Run	 with	 the	 HERD Homecoming 
5K will be run in conjunction with the Blaine 
Billinger Excellence in Scouting 5K. Blaine is a 2000 
alumnus of TMP-Marian who passed away in 2011. 
 

Event organizers from both runs will be coordinating 
an event on the TMP-Marian campus for Saturday, 
September 27. Last year’s inaugural Run with the 
HERD, organized by the 25-year class of 1988, raised 
more than $7,000 for the Endowment Foundation of 
TMP-Marian. 

Sponsorship opportunities, registration, and more 
details will be posted online at tmp-m.org/5k.
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2014 Hole Sponsors
8th Street Liquor
Adams, Brown, Beran & Ball
Astra Bank
Auto World
B & L Motels 
 Comfort Inn & Suites
Baconrind Appraising Services
Bank of Hays
Big D’s Rent-All
Body & Soul Day & Med Spa
Boone’s Farm
Brock’s North Hill Chapel/
 Keithley Monuments
Buff Car Wash
Casey’s General Stores
Casual Graphics
Cathodic Systems Company LLC
Central States Novelty LLC
CK Earthworks
Cline’s Mortuary of Hays & Victoria
Coldwell Banker Exec. Realty
Commercial Builders Inc.
Crawford Supply Co.
Cross Manufacturing, Inc.
Daniel R. Loftus, D.D.S.
Dean Ellner Inc. Realtors
Diehl Oil
Discount Siding Supply LP
Downing-Nelson Oil Co., Inc.
Dreiling, Bieker & Hoffman
Drue Herl CPA
ESCA Services, LLC
Edward D. Jones & Co.
Elite Realty Group
Ellis County Abstract & Title LLC
Endowment Found. TMP-Marian
Enersys, Inc.
Express Well Service & Supplies
Farm Bureau Financial Services
Field Abstract & Title Company
Flowers by Frances
G.Y. Electric
Gib’s Auto Supply Inc. - 
 Napa Auto Parts
Glassman, Bird, Schwartz & Park
Glenn & Amy Braun Family
Gone Logo Screenprinting &
 Embroidery
Gregg & Patricia Gottschalk Family
Great Plains Dermatology
Havco Storage Systems
Hays Chevrolet
Hays Chiropractic Center LLC.
Hays Memorial Chapel
Heartland Building Center
Hertel Tank Service
High Plains Machine Works Inc.
Home Steel Siding & Windows LLC

 One hundred and thirteen golfers turned out for the 29th Annual Alumni 
Golf Classic on Friday, June 6, 2014.  The four-person teams enjoyed a quite rare 
“perfect” Kansas day with very little wind and moderate temperatures, great 
golfing, cold refreshments and delicious snacks throughout the day and capped 
it off with a scrumptious barbecue served after playing 18 holes.  Every golfer 
received a complimentary twelve-can cooler bag with a sleeve of golf balls, koozie 
and snack crackers before golfing and a door prize after the barbecue.

Winners	of	the	different	flights	were:
Men’s 1st Flight - (score of 56 with tiebreaker) - Gary Aufdemberge, Roy Inlow, 
 Nate	‘04	Rohleder	& John Holub
Men’s 2nd Flight - (score of 61 with tiebreaker) - Jeremy		‘02	Schumacher, Dick	
	 ‘01	Barnes, Mike	‘02	Diehl & Ben	‘02	Wiesner
Men’s 3rd Flight - (score of 66) - Charlie Albers, Warren Nietling, Vern Koerner & 
 Fr. David Metz
Mixed Flight - (score of 63) - Fr.	Earl	‘61	Befort, Rich ‘64 Ruder, Sharon	‘65	(Befort)	
 Ruder & Kade	‘13	Megaffin
Women’s Flight - (score of 85) - Dorothy Gottschalk & Susan Wolf

Hole	Prize	Winners:
Odyssey Versa Putter with Headcover donated by Tim ‘88 & Sandee Werth of 
 Werth Wealth Management LLC for the “Longest Drive on #14” - won by Dusty	
 ‘04 Washburn. 
TaylorMade 10.5 Matrix Velox Driver with Headcover donated by Dick	‘76	& Kay 
 Werth of Auto World for the “Longest Putt on #18” - won by Jeremy	‘02	
 Schumacher with a 47’1” putt.
Cleveland Dynamic Gold Pitching Wedge donated by Doug	‘74 & Pamela Staab, 
 “In Memory of Charlie Staab Jr.” for the “Closest to the Pin on #9” - won by 
 Terry Piesker with a shot that landed 5 feet from the hole.

Raffle	Prize	Winners:
1) TaylorMade Madrix #3 Fairway Wood donated Anonymously - won by Nate	‘04	
 Rohleder
2) Cooper Tires Nike Stand Golf Bag donated by Hays Car & Truck Alignment - 
 won by Nate	‘04	Rohleder
3) Ping Stand Golf Bag donated by Hyle & Ann Hugunin won by Roy Inlow
4) $100 Cash donated by Brungardt, Hower, Ward, Elliott & Pfeifer won by Curt 
 ‘77 Stremel
5) Your Choice Golf Shirt from FH Golf Shop donated Anonymously won by	Larry		
	 ‘71	Schaffer
6) Titleist Pro V Golf Balls donated Anonymously won by Mike Arensdorf.

 As you can see listed above, there were many “winners”!  It is never to early to 
mark your calendars for next year’s golf tournament which will be held on Friday, 
June	5,	2015.  We would love to see some of you avid golfers, that get together at 
Homecoming with your classmates, come back in early June to show us what you 
can do. 

Annual Alumni Golf Classic 
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Lost	&	Found
A ladies Wedding Ring Set 
was found on the school 
campus.  Please contact 
785-625-9434 to claim.

Horizon Appliance & Electronics
In Memory of Gary Boeve
Jeremy Schumacher Constr. LLC
Jim & Anne Brull Family
Jostens
Kinderknecht Family Dentistry
Koerner Chiropractic & Physical
 Therapy
Kurt Glendening DDS, PA
L & J Schumacher Rental
Lewis Automotive Group
Lifetime Dental Care
Midwestern Pipeworks, Inc.
Mike’s Automotive Repair
Our Lady Help of Christians Parish
 Antonino, KS
Perf-Tech Wireline Services, Inc.
Phaze 2 Team Gear
Roman Catholic Diocese - Salina
 Bishop Edward Weisenburger
Romme Real Estate
Marvin & Shirley Rupp
S & B Motels - Courtyard by 
 Marriott, Salina, KS
St. Anthony Church
 Schoenchen, KS
St. Anthony’s Knights of Columbus
 Council #4166
St. Catherine Church
 Catharine, KS
St. Joseph Church
St. Fidelis Friary
St. Joseph Knights of Columbus
 Council #1325
St. Mary’s Knights of Columbus
 Council #6984
St. Nicholas of Myra
Stahl Products, LLC
Steve’s Electric & Roustabout Co.
Sunflower Bank
Sunrise Oilfield Supply
Toby Jugs
Tri-Central Office Supply, Inc.
U-Save Pharmacy
Viztum Commercial Flooring, Inc.
Wal-Mart SuperCenter
Werth Wealth Management
Western KS Medical Corp.
 Allergy Clinic Western KS
 Ear Nose & Throat
Whiskey Creek Wood Fire Grill
Wolf’s Accounting

Men’s 1st Flight Winners
Nate Rohleder, Gary Aufdemberge, 

John Holub & Roy Inlow (L-R)

Men’s 2nd Flight Winners
Ben Wiesner, Mike Diehl, Jeremy 
Schumacher & Dick Barnes (L-R)

Men’s 3rd Flight Winners
Fr. David Metz, Warren Nietling, 

Charlie Albers & Vern Koerner (L-R)

Mixed	Flight	Winners
Kade Megaffin, Sharon Ruder, Fr. 

Earl Befort & Rich Ruder (L-R)

Women’s Flight Winners
Dorothy Gottschalk & Susan Wolf 

(L-R)

 1977 - Tom & Santina	Dechant delighted in the wedding 
of their daughter Shannon Dechant to William Wylie, son of 
Carroll & Susan Wylie on 5-3-14.
 1977	 -	 Gloria	 (Rohleder)	 Rader received the 2013 
Member Service Award at the annual Golden Plains Credit 
Union meeting.  This award is presented to an employee who 
has exemplified outstanding service.
 1978Sp	-	Ginger	(Gross)	Brown is pleased to announce 
the marriage of her daughter Nicki Brown to Mitchell Gonder, 
son of Shelley Sloan & Mark Gonder, on 11-8-13.
 1978	-	Denise	Dreher was pictured in the HDN walking 
her dog “Keylee” this winter during the extreme cold weather.  
They both were looking forward to warmer temperatures.
	 1978	-	Laura	(Schmidt)	Sadeghi was elected to serve as 
a Hays Chamber of Commerce Ambassador for a one-year 
term.
 1978	-	Darryl	Wellbrock, TMP-Marian girl’s soccer coach, 
and his daughter Deonna	 ‘17	 Wellbrock were featured 
in a HDN article about the best start in the girl’s soccer 
program history this spring.  Darryl helped start the boy’s 
soccer program at TMP-M in 2005, when his son, Darren	
‘09	Wellbrock was a freshman.  Darren went on to play one 
soccer season at Benedictine College.
 1979	-	Marilyn	(Weigel)	&	Randy	‘81	Dreher announce 
the marriage of their son Tyler Dreher to Glorialily Limas, 
daughter of Rudy & Irma Limas on 5-10-14 in Maui.
 1979	-	Michelle	(Frank)	McRae, along with Steve & Sue 
Leiker celebrated the marriage of their son, Christopher 
Leiker to Autumn Winters on 9-14-13.  Parents of the bride 
are Patrick & Kathie Winters & Peggy Winters.
 1979 - Tim & Pam Schmidtberger are elated with the 
marriage of their son Andrew Schmidtberger to Ashley 
Wellbrock on 3-15-14.  Ashley’s parents are Leon & Joan 
Wellbrock.
 1979	-	Kay	(Zimmerman)	& Loran Werth announce the 
marriage of their son Klint Werth to Mackenzie Raburn on 
6-21-14.  Klint is the son of Peg Raburn.
 1980	 -	 Joelene	 (Maska)	 Vitztum, along with team 
teacher Tina Albers, is currently teaching USD 489 Preschool 
in Hays.  They are amazed at how quickly 3- 4- & 5-year-olds 
learn new ideas and routines.  Joelene is married to David	
‘82	Vitztum.
 1981 - Curt & Kaye	Hoffman announce the marriage of 
their daughter Katelyn Hoffman to Robert Dickinson, son of 
Kirk & Coleen Dickinson on 6-1-13.
 1982 - Russ & Dawn Schueler informed us that their son, 
Trey, was honored to receive the Nashville Old Timers Baseball 
Association scholarship for high academic achievement and 
community service.  The scholarship was presented to Trey 
by 1960 World Series MVP, Bobby Richardson.  Trey has 
also accepted the Presidential Scholarship at Lee University, 
where he will attend in the fall.  He attended Central Magnet 
High School in Murfreeboro, TN and was a member of the 
baseball team.  His grandparents are Joe	‘58 & Jean Schueler.
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 1982	-	Simone	(Braun)	Werth was recognized for her 20 
years of service as student employment coordinator in the 
Financial Assistance Office at FHSU.  She is married to Mark	
‘81 Werth.
 1983	-	John	Allen accepted a position as associate editor 
for The Boston Globe, where he will help lead the coverage 
of Catholicism and the Vatican.  John is also a senior Vatican 
analyst for CNN and has written nine books.  Congratulations!
 1983	 -	 Lee	 Gross was recognized for his 25 years of 
service as a programmer and analyst in the Computing and 
Telecommunications Center at FHSU.
 1983	 -	 Fr.	 John	 Schmeidler	 OFM	 Cap., pastor at St. 
Fidelis Church in Victoria, received news from Bishop Edward 
Weisenburger that St. Fidelis’s request to become a minor 
basilica (78th to be named in the United States, first in the 
state of Kansas) had been granted.  The “Cathedral of the 
Plains” church just celebrated their 100th anniversary, is 
listed as one of the “Eight Wonders of Kansas” and is also 
on the national Register of Historic Places.  A special mass 
to celebrate this prestigious occasion was held with Bishop 
Edward Weisenburger, Bishop Carl Kemme and Bishop John 
Brungardt, along with more than 30 priests from  in the area.
 1984	-	Patricia	(Penka)	Drees received a 25-year pin at the 
Hays Daughters of Isabella meeting.
 1984	-	Jayne	(Costigan)	Inlow was elected to serve as a 
Hays Chamber of Commerce Ambassador for a one-year term.
 1986	-	Brad	Befort was pictured in the Hays Daily News 
planting a new patch of ground enrolled in the Federal 
Conservation Reserve Program.
 1986	 -	 Gail	 (Schumacher)	 Wickham, youth and senior 
program director at Hays Recreation Center, was pictured 
in the HDN with the after-school PLAY (Promoting Lifetime 
Activities for Youth) program doing stretches with elementary 
students.  This program is hoping to get children exercising at 
a younger age.
 1987	 -	 Leah	 (Koerner)	 Rhoades & husband Chris 
announce the engagement of their son Joshua Koerner to 
Mallory Wellbrock.  A wedding date of 4-18-15 is scheduled.
 1992	 -	 Terry	 “T.K.”	 Kinderknecht has opened TK’s 
Smokehaus in downtown Hays and features ribs, burgers, 
wings and various German entrees made from scratch and 
using his own homemade BBQ sauce.
 1993	 -	 Tracy	Bieker & Christopher Pratt announce their 
engagement.  Parents of the couple are Larry	’63 & Barbara	
‘69	(Koerner)	Bieker, Richard Pratt & Linda O’Reilly.  A wedding 
date of 8-30-14 is planned.
 1994	 -	 Darren	 Schumacher resigned from the USD 489 
school board after the closing of the Carlos O’Kelly’s restaurant 
in Hays to accept another position with Carlos O’Kelly’s 
Restaurants.
 1995	-	Matthew	Brenner was pictured in the HDN restoring 
the windows on a building located in historic downtown Hays 
along with co-worker Shane Loving, husband of Rachel ‘01 
(Kingsley)	Loving.

Since September 1, 2011
• 1,906 Gifts and Pledges
• $3,969,700.03 total expected based on received and 

pledged gifts
• 38 States Represented

This Fiscal Year (July 1, 2013-June 30, 2014)

• $800,514.58 total STMS received or anticipated 
through pledges

The annual need based on funding required to pay for 
the growth at TMP-Marian and Holy Family Elementary is 
between $700,000 and $800,000.  This total primarily pays 
salaries and benefits for our expanded faculty, but also 
provides technology needs, textbooks, transportation to 
activities and so much more.  You will be receiving more 
information in the coming months. 

We thank you for your generous gifts and prayers as we 
continue to grow the ministry of our Faith through our 
Catholic schools.  Want to find out who is supporting this 
growth? Visit tmp-m.org/stms.

St. Thomas More Society
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 1995	 -	 Rachel	 (Reynolds)	 Wentling, Bishop Edward 
Weisenburger and students from TMP-Marian, Holy Family 
Elementary and St. Mary Grade School in Ellis were pictured 
in the HDN eating lunch during Catholic Schools Week in Hays.  
Students and staff from Ellis County Catholic schools filled 
Immaculate Heart of Mary Catholic Church for mass by Bishop 
Weisenburger.
 1996	-	Crystal	(Luetters)	& Matt Goldsmith are the doting 
parents of a new son, Samuel Hays Goldsmith, born on 10-15-
13.  Samuel has a sister, Abigail, age 5.  His grandparents are 
Jerry	Sp’72 & Marilyn Luetters and Richard & Susan Goldsmith.
 1996	-	Chris	Piatt was chosen as one of the places to visit 
when in the “Windy City” by the NY Times “36 Hours in Chicago”.  
He hosts the “Paper Machete”, a live magazine performed 
at the historic Green Mill jazz club every Saturday afternoon, 
which invites comedians, journalists and performers to speak on 
everything from pop culture to current events.
 1997	-	Dawn	Billinger	&	Josh	‘97	Rajewski announce their 
engagement.  A wedding date has been set for 4-11-15.  Parents 
of the couple are Robert ‘62 & Wanda	‘66	(Weigel)	Billinger and 
Rick & Vicki Rajewski.
 1997 - Michael & Mary (Kerns)	Dunn	added a son, Marshall 
Paul, to their family on 10-3-13.  Marshall has a sister Molly, age 
2.  Happy grandparents are Dave	‘71	& Joan	‘71	(Giebler)	Dunn.
 1997	 -	 Brandy	 (Feltis)	& Rich	 Ludwikoski are elated with 
the birth of their son, Walter Thomas Ludwikoski on 4-21-13.  
Grandparents are Rocky	‘62 & Peggy Feltis.
 1997	-	Michelle	(Hertel)	Schlyer was recognized for her 10 
years of service as Tiger Information supervisor at Fort Hays State 
University.  Michelle also serves on your alumni board, helping 
with ACE Auction, Homecoming and various other projects.
 1998	-	Chris	Drees started his first year as head coach for 
the boys basketball team at Plainville High School after six years 
at Palco.  He developed his coaching style from long-time TMP-
Marian coach Joe Hertel, having both played and coached under 
him.  Chris is married to Laura	‘00	(Wasinger)	Drees and is the 
son of Tom ‘65 (retired TMP-Marian teacher/coach) & Sharon 
‘70	(Miller)	Drees.
 1998Sp	-	Monica	Rose	(Munsch)	& Dale Geist became 
the proud parents of Levi James Geist on 2-7-14.  Levi has 
three older brothers, Logan age 7, Tanner, age 5 & Lane, 
age 4.  Their grandparents are Victor ‘73 & Joyce Munsch, 
Alfred Geist and the late Leona Geist.
 1998	 -	 Jennifer	 (Goetz)	 Hallam has been selected 
to serve on the Board of Directors for the Kansas Head 
Start Association.  She has been actively involved in and 
advocating for Head Start programs for over two years.
 1998	-	Becky	(Schippers)	& Tim	Hickert announce the 
birth of their son Preston John Hickert on 10-20-13.  He 
has an older brother Owen, age 3 and his grandparents 
are Lynn & Karla Davignon, Marge Hickert & the late Mike	
‘74 Schippers.  Becky graduated from FHSU in May of 2013 
with her Master’s in School Counseling and is enjoying her 
work as a counselor at Junction City High School.

 1999	 -	 Thomas	 Dowling has been named partner of 
the law firm Stinson Leonard Street, one of the nation’s 75 
largest law firms.  Thomas will represent employers, banks, 
insurers and administrators on matters relating to health 
plans, health FFSAs, HSAs & HRAs.  In 2012, he was named 
an Up & Coming Attorney by Missouri Lawyers Weekly.  
 2000	-	Jen	Brown ran in the Boston Marathon on 4-21-
14, her 50th marathon overall.  She has run marathons in 
28 states and four continents, including a marathon in 
Antarctica.
 2000	-	Jennifer	(Schmeidler)	& Daniel	Carsey are excited 
with the birth of their son, Logan Daniel Carsey, on 12-12-13.  
He has an older brother Pierce, age 2½.  His grandparents 
are Michael ‘70 & Cheryl Schmeidler and Kimberly Parrish 
of Arlington, Texas.  Logan was baptized on 1-12-14 by Fr. 
Earl	 ‘61	 Befort,	 OFM	 Cap. at St. Catherine Church with 
godparents Clayton	‘02 & Rheta Schmeidler.
 2000	 -	 Angela	 (Prediger)	 & Nathan Good are the 
overjoyed parents of their first child, Oliver Emerson Good, 
born on 9-19-13.  His grandparents are Joel & Sue ‘75 
(Walters)	Prediger.
 2000	-	Kayleen	(Zimmer)	& Bryan	Martin are the proud 
parents of their first child, Amelia Audrey Martin, born on 
10-3-13.  Her grandparents are Mary	Ellen	‘66	(Pfannenstiel)	
& the late Gene Zimmer	 (former TMP-Marian high school  
math teacher).
 2000	 -	 Angie	 (Luetters)	 & Eric Thompson announce 
the birth of their daughter, Ingrid Michelle Thompson on 
9-13-13.  Pleased grandparents are Jerry	 Sp’72 & Marilyn 
Luetters, Lief & Ann Nelson and Mark Thompson.
 2001	 -	 Amber	 (Schmidt)	 & Tyrel	 Coker are happy to 
announce the birth of their daughter Kaetyn Renae Coker on 
11-9-13.  Her siblings are Riley, age 6 & Jaicee, age 3.  Their 
grandparents are Dan	 ‘76 & Joan Schmidt of Hoisington, 
Ardie Hurst of Hays, Tom & LaVonne Coker of Hays and Toni 
Jacobs of Denver.
 2001	-	James	Leiker has declared his candidacy for the 
111th District in the Kansas State Legislature.  He is married 
to Taryn	‘03	(Wilkerson)	Leiker.
 2001	 -	 Joan	 (Schmidt)	Karst was honored for her five 
years of service as a receptionist with Nex-Tech in Hays.
 2003	-	Michelle	(Swayne)	Goff received her registered 
nursing license in the summer of 2014.  Proud parents are 
Marlyn & Brenda Swayne of Garden City, Kansas.
 2003	 -	 Sarah	 (Brown)	 Patterson ran in the Flying Pig 
Marathon in Cincinnati, Ohio on 5-4-14.
 2003	-	Kevin	Threlkel, who earned his B.S and Masters 
Degree at Kansas State University, has accepted the position 
of Director of Football Administration at Penn State University.  
For the past three years, he has been the Assistant Director 
of Football Operations at Vanderbilt University in Nashville, 
Tennessee.  His parents are Bob & Karen Threlkel.  Bob was 
a former wrestling, track and football coach at TMP-Marian 
and still volunteers his time at your alma mater.
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 2006	 -	 Shannon	 Swayne graduated from Southern 
College of Optometry in May 2014.  She is completing a 
residency in ocular disease at BVA Advanced Eyecare in 
Tulsa, OK.
 2007	-	Kendra	Threlkel & Timothy Buich were married on 
7-27-13 at Del Monte Beach in Monterey, CA.  Proud parents 
are Bob & Karen Threlkel and Jeffrey & Gabriela Buich.
 2007 - Charles Carlson & teammate	 Jordan	‘09	Leiker 
are part of a research team at K-State University focused on 
improving astronauts’ outerwear for outer space.  Charles is 
a master’s student in electrical engineering and Jordan is a 
senior electrical engineering major.  Awesome!
 2007	 -	 Andrew	Hammeke was featured in The Register, 
Catholic Diocese of Salina newspaper, with Bishop Edward 
Weisenburger as one of the nine men currently studying for 
the priesthood.  Educational funding for these men is provided 
from the annual Seminarian Appeal, an endowment fund, other 
donations and grants.  Andrew also attended the Encounter 
with God’s Call Weekend at Conception Seminary College in 
Missouri last fall.
 2007	-	David	Lang and his wife Beverly are expecting their 
first child on 7-9-14.  The couple purchased their first home in 
Andover, KS.  Cameron ‘07 & Jennifer Werth helped them move 
in and do some of the interior painting.  Beverly completed her 
first year as a school counselor for USD 439 Sedgwick Public 
Schools.  David has accepted a position as Allstate Agency 
Manager at Eddy’s Toyota in Wichita, KS. 
 2007 - Cameron Werth & Jennifer Ney were married on 
8-10-13 in Great Bend, Kansas.  Parents of the couple are Tom 
Ney, Tammy Ney and Mark	‘81 & Simone	‘82	(Braun)	Werth.  
Grandparents of the couple are Fred & Pat Rankin, Dorvan & 
Marge Conell, the late Milton Ney, Francis & Jacquelyn	 ‘60	
(Zimmerman)	Braun & Kenneth	‘57 & Elaine	‘60	(Staab)	Werth.
 2008	-	David	Klaus is proud of his wife Jennifer.  She was 
recognized for her research poster presentation on wind 
borne dispersal of antibiotic-resistant bacteria at the 12th 
annual Kansas Institutional Development Awards Network 
of Biomedical Research Excellence symposium.
 2008	 -	 Jessie	 Brown graduated from Southeastern 
Institute in September of 2013 in Charlotte, North Carolina, 
as a licensed massage therapist.
 2008	-	Emily	Roberts completed an A.A. degree in social 
work from Hutchinson Community College in May 2014.  
She is currently working on a bachelor’s degree at FHSU.
 2009 - Maddie Holub was featured as a 2013 top sports 
story in the HDN with the most successful softball campaign 
in FHSU Tiger softball history.  She set numerous school 
records, including back to back perfect games and six no 
hitters.  Maddie is currently playing for the international 
Collecchio baseball softball club in Italy.
 2009	 -	 Stephanie	 (Schmeidler)	 & Daniel Schneider 
are delighted with the birth of their daughter Natalie Ilene 
Schnieder on 6-6-14.  Her excited grandparents are Michael 
‘70 & Cheryl Schmeidler and Robert & Kathy Schneider.

 2004	-	ATTENTION	CLASS	OF	2004	-	We will be meeting 
at Toby Jugs on Friday, September 26th, after the TMP-
Marian football game for our 10-year class reunion.  Hope to 
see all of you at Homecoming 2014!
 2004	-	Nicolas	Flax has returned to Hays and is  working at 
Insurance Planning as a commercial lines account executive, 
serving oilfield & agricultural accounts in Kansas.     
 2004	 -	Sara	 (Gottschalk)	& Taylor	 Leiker celebrated the 
birth of twins, Jace Edward Leiker & Kynzie Elise Leiker, on 1-9-
14.  They have two brothers, Blake, age 11 & Jarrett, age 2½.  
Ecstatic (& tired) grandparents are Randy	 ‘74 & Nadine	 ‘74	
(Dreiling)	Gottschalk, Eugene Leiker and Sue & Steve Leiker.
 2004	-	Krystal	(Dinkel)	& David Randa are thrilled with 
the birth of their son, Kenton Joseph Randa, on 3-20-14.  
Grandparents are Chris (HFE teacher) & Lenny Dinkel, Melissa 
Irwin and Leslie Randa.
 2004	-	Nathan	Rohleder was honored for his five years of 
service as a senior sales representative at Nex-Tech in Hays.
 2005	-	Brandon	Bieker graduated with a Juris Doctorate 
from Washburn University in May of 2013.  He passed the bar 
in July of 2013 and is currently an associate lawyer at Johnson 
Law in Iola, Kansas.
 2005	 -	 Cole	 Fairbank & Marie Ramirez announce their 
engagement.  Parents of the couple are Raquel & Erik Kertesz 
and Rod & Michelle (TMP-M Admissions Director) Fairbank.  
A wedding is planned in Arizona later this year.
 2006	-	Andrew	Leiker & Mallory Skiles were married on 
11-30-13.  Parents of the couple are Rex & Stephanie Skiles 
and John & Deanna Leiker.
 2006	 -	 Tucker	 & Jill Mall, along with Josh Beiker, are 
trainers and co-owners of Southwind CrossFit, a new fitness 
facility in Hays.  Sharlie ‘06 Staab is an instructor at the facility 
and a firm believer in the benefits of Crossfit training.
 2006	 -	 Aaron	 Pfeifer & Brendan Matthew announce 
their engagement and forthcoming wedding date of 6-28-
14.  Parents of the couple are Galen & Cathy Pfeifer, Craig 
Matthew and Allen & Delia Waller.
 2006	-	Jessica	Roberts is a paramedic with the Sedgwick 
County EMS and was recently promoted to Captain.  She 
was also selected for the prestigious Sedgwick County Honor 
Guard.  The Honor Guard performs at ceremonies, parades 
and funerals (for EMS, firefighters and military) as well as the 
National EMS Memorial Service in Colorado Springs.  Jessica, 
a lab instructor for the Hutchinson Community College 
paramedic program, was chosen to give the keynote address 
at the Spring 2014 pinning ceremony for the paramedic 
graduating class.
 2006Sp	-	Casey	Schmidt & Nathan Wendel were married 
on 11-9-13 by Fr.	Earl	‘61	Befort,	OFM	Cap.  Parents of the 
couple are Mike & Ann Schmidt and Sean & Beverly Wendel.
 2006	-	Abigail	(Kuhn)	& Seth Schulte became the proud 
parents of a baby girl, Alice Katherine Schulte, on 4-9-14.
Alice has a brother, Ethan, age 4.  Her grandparents are Terry	
‘83 & Rebecca	‘86	(Wasinger)	Kuhn, Vicki Schulte & Thomas 
Schulte.
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 2009	 -	 Kathryn	Wagoner	& sister	Mary	 ‘11	Wagoner 
are proud of their mother, Barb Wagoner, for being named 
outstanding adviser by the Kansas District of Key Club 
International.  Barb has been the campus minister at TMP-
Marian since 2009.
 2009	 -	 Audrey	 Werth was recognized in the HDN 
supplement as a member of the Hays Area Young Professionals 
organization.  She is a commercial banking assistant at 
Commerce Bank.
 2010	 -	 Andrew	 Allen made the dean’s list for fall 2013 
semester at Benedictine College.
 2010	-	Nathan	Lawson received the Champion of Character 
Award at Tabor College in Hillsboro, Kansas from the Kansas 
Collegiate Athletic Conference for the second year in a row.  
This was given to Nathan for his attitude both on and off  the 
soccer field.  He was also given the NAIA All American Athletic 
Scholar Award.   He is the son of Shawn (TMP-Marian soccer 
coach) & Tammy	 ‘89	 (Myers)	 Lawson, brother of Collan ‘14 
Lawson and nephew of Jodi	 ‘90	 (Myers)	Harkin & Angie ‘93 
(Myers)	Lachner.
 2010	 -	 Jenna	 Schulte was pictured in the Hays Daily 
Newspaper painting a garage in Ellis as part of a “Prayer and 
Action” mission program.  This program was started by Fr. Gale 
‘90 Hammerschmidt, nine years ago as a way for college and 
high school students to help out people in Ellis County.  The 
Salina Diocese works with local churches to find homes in need 
of a touchup.

Blessing	&	Ribbon	Cutting	of	New	Elevator
 (Top L) Advancement Director Jeff	‘94	Brull	and Raegan	‘17	Billinger	cut the ribbon while 
approximately 50+ representatives from the Hays Chamber of Commerce, many alumni and 
friends watched.  Fr.	Gilmary	‘52	Tallman	and Fr.	Earl	‘61	Befort did a blessing of the elevator 
before the ribbon was cut.  Raegan broke  her ankle in a soccer match earlier this spring and 
was among the first to use the elevator as a necessity.  Thank you to everyone that made this 
possible!  (Top R) Leroy	‘56	Schartz stopped by the school for a visit and took a tour of the 
building including a ride in the new elevator.  (R) Allen ‘71 Schmidt sports his cadet cover at the 
ribbon cutting - we gave him demerits for not having the brass polished up to ROTC standards. 

Parents, Teachers & Friends

 Each year PTF has several fundraisers to support our teachers 
and students.  We also host various activities for our students, 
teachers and staff at TMP, both Junior and Senior High.  
 We open each year by providing beverages at the 
Homecoming Bonfire.  It is then time for us to prepare for our 
biggest Fund Raiser of the year, our annual PTF Soup Supper.   In 
2013, PTF held their first “Right to Life” pink and blue cupcake 
day.  Several families brought decorated cupcakes to give to each 
of our Jr. High and Sr. High students, staff, and teachers.  PTF and 
PTF families provide the meals for our teachers during parent 
teacher conferences, both in the fall and the spring for Jr. and Sr. 
High.  In February we have another of our fund raisers, delivering 
valentines for Dillon’s on the 13th and 14th.  Each year we 
donate an item for ACE auction.  At Christmas we give a special 
thanks to all of our teachers and staff with gift card.  During 
administrative professionals day, PTF lets those at TMP know we 
appreciate them going the extra mile to help us out with a little 
thank you gift.  In 2013, for the very first time we had a Teacher 
Appreciation Breakfast.  Two scholarships to two senior students 
are awarded annually along with a classroom scholarship for 
teachers that they can apply to PTF for funds for class room items 
they may need.  PTF is truly a group of caring “Parents, Teachers, 
and Friends”.  

 PTF officers for 2014-2015 
are Wendy Richmeier and 
Michelle Rounsley, Co-
Presidents; Tiffany Weber, 
Secretary & Deana Rupp, 
Treasurer.
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 ACE 2014 was something very special.  This year’s 
theme “There’s No Place Like ACE” was welcomed by 500 
guests - another sell-out crowd.  They walked through 
the Emerald City tunnel with intent to purchase and have 
an enjoyable time doing it.  Guests rushed to the silent 
auction boothes to see if they had to raise their bids, while 
enjoying hors d’oeuvres or eating the delicious meal served 
and prepared by Brookville Hotel.  When the gavel came 
down to start the oral auction by auctioneer Larry Brenner, 
everyone was absolutely in attention and raring to start.  
Item by item disappeared as the words “sold to bidder 
number for $$$” were repeated over and over again.  All 
of the dinners: Black Tie, Bishop’s, Heartland Parish, Hays 
Medical Center, Meridy’s and the Western Kansas Saloon & 
Grill went for big money.  We had a good variety of items.  
KU & K-State fire hydrants caused a bidding war - which 
was all in good fun.  FHSU Press Box parties, all kinds of 
barbecue grills, furniture, you name it, we had it!  
 The big ticket item of the night was Item #60, donations 
towards renovating the fourth floor for Advancement, 
Alumni and Endowment offices, moving the Fr. Blaine 
Burkey Center for Research and plans for a future museum 
to display our historical heritage on a larger scale than the 
room we had at our Centennial Celebration in 2008.  I’m 
working on it, I may be asking for more “old” uniforms 
down the road.  Along with the matching Leo J. & Albina 
Dreiling Trust, we raised approximately $350,000.00 for this 
renovation.  When Mary, Kathy and I were done crossing 
the t’s and dotting the i’s, we clicked our heels together for 
a grand total of $701,524.09 for this auction.  Yes, you’re 
reading right!  Our co-chairs were just awesome, Marvin 
and Jennifer Rack and Dean and Julie Haselhorst went way  
beyond the call of duty.  The decorating crew did their 
usual stand up job (they are the best), solicitors, students, 
parents, servers, bartenders, everyone gets a BIG THANK 
YOU!  We are truly fortunate to live in this community, to 
have alumni, friends and businesses that support us year 
after year.  They have all helped us take the auction to a 
whole new level.  
 The dedication of the new elevator took place in June.  
The names of the larger donors are on a beautiful plaque 
hanging just inside of the elevator.  My parents are among 
the list of names, they would be in awe and so proud.  I can’t 
wait till Homecoming to see our alumni coming through 
those doors.  It is just like walking the red carpet.  Year after 

year we have watched them struggle up those stairs in front 
of TMP-Marian.  The new elevator is a dream come true.
 Working in this office, we meet a lot of alums from all 
over the world.  It is always great to see them bring their 
children and spouses for a first look at their alma mater.  We 
get involved and form great friendships with them and their 
families.  It’s so difficult when we get word of them passing.  
Our oldest known living female alum was Sister	 Lois	 ‘31	
Karlin	CSA, mentor and dear friend, who died on 12/3/13.  
Sister loved parades and was in every Homecoming parade 
during her time at TMP-Marian.  The students and adults 
alike loved her.  It was a very sad day when she left for 
Fond du Lac, WI.  Our office staff spoke to her often and 
received many beautiful cards and letters from her.  On her 
100th birthday, all of the TMP-Marian staff were able to 
Skype with her.  Bishop Edward J. Weisenburger happened 
to be visiting TMP-Marian that day and when Sister Lois 
was asked who else she would like to talk to - she said, “ 
the new Bishop of course!”  We are sure she continues to 
pray for her beloved TMP-Marian.  Rest in peace.
 Other friends that have passed include	 Leona	 ‘40	
Tambascio-Myers, who would send me Christmas cards to 
tell me she enjoyed my letters in The Monogram.  What a 
wonderful and gracious lady.  Charlie	‘71	Harkness always 
had advice for me - imagine that.  Gib Schippers, I always 
enjoyed talking to him and Rosalyn whenever we would 
met.  Gib and Rosalyn have been tremendous supportors 
of our school.  Doris	 ‘44	Applehans always had a gift for 
ACE.  William	 “Bill”	 ‘54	 Brown, Rita	 ‘65	 (Miller)	 Staab, 
Brenda	 ‘80	 (Weigel)	 Gabel, Sr. Valerian Brungardt CSA, 
Tom ‘99 Schibi and longtime special friend Gary Boeve are 
all deceased.  Gary and I did Project Graduation, Sports 
Booster Club and ACE together more than once.  What a 
character - he just made me laugh.  Classmate Mary	Ellen	
‘66	(Pfannenstiel)	Zimmer	lost her husband, Gene Zimmer.  
Gene was a teacher at Kennedy Middle School and when he 
retired, we were very fortunate to enlist him at TMP-M as a 
tremendous math teacher for 12 years.  Dedication should 
have been his middle name.  Staff and students loved him 
dearly.  Rest in peace my dear friends.
 I can’t wait for Homecoming this year.  The Class of 
1964 is celebrating 50 years.  Of course, this class doesn’t 
have to wait for a special year, they meet on a regular basis 
just like the Class of 1965 and Class of 1953.      They like to 
dance, which is right up my alley.  They were so much fun 
at the CYO dance, doing the Locomotion, Twist and all that 
good old Rock-n-Roll music - yah, you get my drift!!!
 In May, we welcomed 59 new alumni members to our 
elite association.  Their theme at the beginning of the year 
was “Rise Above” and they did just that.  They had a lot of 
obstacles to hurdle and they did it with integrity.  This is 
what makes our school so special and slides right into my 
motto, “We are the envy of many and second to no one.”
 See you at Homecoming!  Peace & Go Monarchs!

Wanda’s Corner

Alumni Director
Wanda Billinger
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New Mini Buses
With the addition of grades seven and eight, along with increasing demand for transportation at the high school level, 
the decision was made to tap into the funds set aside for transportation from the annual Monarch Football Madness 
raffle as well the bierock and kuchen sale held each fall, to purchase two new mini-buses.
Last year, alone, these two  fundraisers provided more than $20,000 in support of the Monarch fleet. More at:
• tmp-m.org/footballmadness
• tmp-m.org/bierocksundkuchen
  

 2010	-	Emily	Volker was named to the dean’s list for fall of 
2013 semester at Avila University in Kansas City, Missouri.
 2010 - Rachel Weber & Blake Ruder were united in holy 
matrimony on 5-3-14 at St. Joseph Church in Hays.  Parents of 
the couple are Mitchell & Julie Weber and Vernon ‘86 & Ruth 
Ruder.
 2011	 -	 Shaelyn	 Klaus	 made the dean’s list for fall 2013 
semester at Benedictine College.
 2011	 -	Mary	 Ellen	Wagoner made the dean’s list for fall 
2013 semester at Benedictine College.
 2012	-	Laura	Braun received the 2013-2014 Wesley E. and 
Leona G. Haney Scholarship award at Emporia State University.
 2012	-	Shayla	Gottschalk was pictured in the HDN launching 
a balloon during the Avenue of Pinwheels event organized 
by the Healing Hearts support group.  Her brother, Shane ‘09 
Gottschalk, died in November of 2012. Their parents are Gregg 
‘76 & Patricia Gottschalk.
 2013	-	Jenna	Schuckman was the U.S. Air Force nomination 
by Congressman Tim Huelskamp to attend the nation’s military 
service academy.  She is the daughter of Darin & Amy Schuckman 
and attends Northwestern Preparatory School in Santa Barbara, 
California. 

New Fire Escape Stairway
 The new “fire escape” stairway arrived June 16th.  
Commercial Builder’s employees were busy with the 
installation which took just over one week to complete.  Plans 
for a second stairway are under way with a  goal to increase 
spectator capacity to at least 1,000 in the fieldhouse.
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A	view	of	Kachemak	Bay	outside	Homer,	Alaska:	Peggy	Lee,	mother	of	Shane	and	
Dane	‘83	Lee		gifted	a	parcel	of	land	earlier	this	year	to	the	Endowment	Foundation	
of	TMP-Marian.		Find	out	how	your	gift	of	land	or	other	appreciated	assets	can	
further	the	mission	of	TMP-Marian.		tmpmariangift.org

The Last Word
Advancement  Director

Jeff Brull ‘94

In a conversation earlier this year between 30-year 
veteran Kathy Taylor and Living Legend Fr. Blaine 
Burkey, O.F.M. Cap., Taylor remarked, “This has been 
such a challenging year.”  To this Fr. Blaine replied, 
“They’ve all been challenging.” 

In his own style, Fr. Blaine reminds us that nothing 
worthwhile comes too easily.  With that established, I 
can come to no other conclusion than our school is the 
quintessential  embodiment of “worthwhile.”

In addition to seemingly constant construction on 
campus this year, the continuation and growth of the 
junior high, and all the glorious flurry of high school, 
a strategic planning process began in January.  This 
process continues to evolve as we seek to honor the 
legacy laid out for us over the past century and gain 
perspective that will drive us through the next.  

The strategic planning committee is comprised of 
members of various groups including PTF, booster 
clubs, Alumni Association, Endowment Foundation, 
and school officials. Superintendant of Schools for 
the Salina Diocese Dr. Nick Compagnone and Bishop 
Weisenburger have been active members on the 
committee as well. 

In order to continue to provide a quality, Catholic 
education experience with an eye to the future and 
sustainable growth, topics of discussion included: 
the endowment, residency program, buildings and 
grounds, finance and development, operational 
efficiencies, interdependence, and resource sharing 
opportunities. 

The committee focused on internal aspects of these 
areas as well as external factors, working to align 
opportunities into potential areas of growth.

The committee remains committed to continue 
offering the opportunity for a Catholic education to 
all families as our schools grow into a 21st century 
education model and will continue to work on these 
topics over the coming weeks and months.

All are invited to follow the progress of this committee 
and the various volunteers and subcommittees that 
are working to ensure sustainable growth and service 
to students for generations to come.  Follow news 
online at tmp-m.org > Strategic Planning Committee. 
News, updates, videos and more are here for all our 
alumni and friends to follow.

This has, indeed, been a year of significant challenges, 
and we are constantly humbled by those of you, our 
dear alumni and faithful friends, who place their trust 
in something much bigger than ourselves.

I had an opportunity to visit with Kathleen Cepelka 
the morning of commencement while standing with 
an alumnus from the 50’s, one from the 70’s, an 
alumna from the 80’s, and myself from the 90’s.  In 
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Don’t worry.
You don’t need a will.

It sounds absurd, but what steps have you taken to preserve 
your legacy, provide for your family and protect all that 

you’ve worked so hard to attain?

The Endowment Foundation of Thomas More Prep-Marian 
can help you leave a lasting legacy through gift planning 

resources and education for your planned gifts. It may save 
you and your loved ones thousands in estate or capital gains 
taxes. Members of the Jean Ross Society have a plan that 
benefi ts your school. Find out how you can too. Take the fi rst 
step. Request your free wills planning guide at:

Je�  Brull: 785.639.3323 | brullj@tmp-m.org
http://tmpmariangi� .org

The government will take 
care of it for you.

the midst of our conversation, Kathleen 
stopped us, looked around, and asked, “Do 
you know what I love about this school?” 
We all looked at one another anticipating 
something profound to follow.  We were not 
disappointed.  Kathleen continued, “There is 
a thread that runs through the generations 
and through the decades at this school.  
Here we are, all from very different times, 
but we share this common experience that 
is this school.”

In that moment I realized what I knew to 
be true.  Having grown up on this campus 
chasing Fr. Regis’ cats around and swimming 
in the pool that is now the wrestling room 
since I was around ten years old, I get it.

I feel truly blessed to come to work here 
each day to further the experience and 
the common thread, the family, that we 
all share.  And we have many adopted 
siblings in our family as well.  Many of our 
dear and loyal family never even set foot in 
our buildings as a student, but they get it. 
They see the thread of which Kathleen was 
referring and they’ve woven themselves in 
just as surely as if they’ve been part of the 
story from the very beginning.

Thank you all for your passion, your support, 
and your prayers.  I plan to meet as many of 
you as possible in what I hope to be a very 
long career as the Advancement Director of 
our fine institution we all share. May God 
bless you and keep you, always.  TM

Special thanks to the Fort Hays State 
University Leadership 310 Class for 
helping us with trademark and branding 
research for the TMP-Marian cross 
(left) as well as securing rights from the 
National Hockey League to the buffalo 
head logo found on much of our booster 
club and athletic apparel and on our 
growing Monarch fleet. We continue to 
work towards a unified school identity, 
regardless of your ties to TMP-Marian, 
TMP, Marian, GCHS, SJMA, St. Joseph’s 
College, St. Francis Seminary or Hays 
Catholic College.  We’re all in this 
together.  
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        Thomas More Prep-Marian Launches New Class into the World ... 
...Welcome Class of 2014 to the Alumni Association of TMP-Marian!

Graduating	Class	of	2014	releases	balloons	as	Project	Graduation	
comes to a close.                   Photo courtesy of Gary ‘78 Schmeidler


