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Thomas More Prep-Marian Junior High Schedule 

Required Courses 
 

Grade 7 
 

Language Arts 
Mathematics 

PE/Health 
Computer/Art/Ag/Latin 

Religion 
Earth Science 

Kansas History 
World Area Studies 

 

Grade 8 
 

Language Arts 
Mathematics 

PE/Health 
Computer/Art/Animal Prod/Spanish 

Religion 
Physical Science 

United States History 
Civics 

 
 

7th Grade Course Requirements 
 
LANGUAGE ARTS      KCC 51035    Two Terms 
Students are exposed to different cultural themes of traditional and contemporary literature, including 
folklore, short stories, poetry, nonfiction, and drama. This literature is a starting point for their 
writing. Students improve reading, vocabulary, speaking, and grammar skills through learning 
strategies and structures. In addition, the course includes a speech requirement. 
 

-OR- 
 

ADVANCED LANGUAGE ARTS      KCC 51035    Two Terms 
The advanced class will cover topics presented in the 7th grade Language Arts curriculum with a 
stronger emphasis in critical thinking and reasoning. Reading comprehension and writing will employ 
a more advanced use of analogies, idioms, similes and metaphors. Students will continue to write in a 
variety of forms. Students are expected to perform with a high level of skill in reading, 
writing, and speaking.  Placement in this class will be determined after a meeting 
between HFE 6th grade teachers and TMP teachers. 
 
COMPUTER APPLICATIONS   KCC 60004    Quarter Term 
This course is designed to teach students how to keyboard correctly.  Students will learn the keyboard 
and the correct finger placement and posture to use when typing. They will be introduced to Microsoft 
Word and will learn basic formatting techniques. Students will also complete activities using Microsoft 
Word and the Internet to develop study skills which are useful during their entire school career.  
 
ART 7        KCC 55187    Quarter Term 
Art (grade 7) courses provide to students activities that foster creative expression, communication 
through artistic endeavor, and appreciation of culture and heritage. Activities may include those that 
enable students to refine their technique, increase their artistic vocabulary, express themselves and 
their world view, make connections to other content areas, develop their own aesthetic, and strengthen 
their critical abilities. Although typically involving the visual arts (drawing, painting, sculpture, crafts, 
and the like) 
 
LATIN       KCC 56004    Quarter Term 
 



 
 
INTRO TO CROP PRODUCTION  KCC53237    Quarter Term 
 
MATH        KCC 52037    Two Terms 
This course increases proficiency in essential mathematical skills, exposes students to a wide variety 
of junior high math topics, and introduces students to pre-algebra and geometric concepts.  Problem 
solving strategies and critical thinking skills will also be stressed in a cooperative learning 
environment.  As warranted, remediation of basic computational skills will be included in the 
curriculum.  From this course students will progress into Pre-Algebra or Algebra 1 based on multiple 
measurements.   

-OR- 
PRE-ALGEBRA     KCC 52051    Two Terms 
Introducing students to the more abstract language of Algebra, this course will reinforce junior high 
math skills. Students are expected to be proficient in general computational mathematics. 
Besides learning equation solving and simplification of algebraic expressions, students will also work 
with geometric concepts. This course strives to foster improvement in problem-solving skills, problem 
analysis, and independent thinking in preparation for high school mathematics. 
Students progress to Algebra I upon completion of the course. 
 
RELIGION        KCC 57008    Two Terms 
This course introduces the students to the issues of Christology. They are invited to follow Jesus as a 
member of a family and community of faith by increasing their relationship with Jesus centered in the 
Eucharistic Celebration. Students are thereby led to an awareness of a commitment to and a personal 
responsibility for family, parish, school, and community.  
 
EARTH SCIENCE     KCC 53237    Two Terms 
Science (grade 7) courses build on previous years of scientific inquiry and typically include subject 
matter from several strands of science, including earth sciences, physical sciences, and life or 
environmental sciences, and may organize material around thematic units. 
 
WORLD AREA STUDIES       KCC 54061    One Term 
Using a cooperative learning approach, students are invited to explore the locations, human 
environmental interactions, movement, and regions of the world. Students practice map, globe, and 
graph skills with an emphasis on application. 
 
KANSAS HISTORY     KCC 54105    One Term 
State-Specific Studies courses examine the history, politics, economics, society, and/or cultures of one 
state in the United States. This course may focus primarily on the history of that state or may take an 
interdisciplinary approach to the contemporary issues affecting it. 
 
PHYSICAL EDUCATION/HEALTH  KCC 58037    Two Terms 
Physical Education is a course designed to encourage students to lead a healthy and active life. 
Students will be involved in a variety of team sports, dual sports, recreational activities, and fitness 
activities. These sports and activities will help to develop motor skills, physical growth, cardiovascular 
endurance, and personal and social behaviors that promote a healthy and fit lifestyle.  The health 
education program at this level is Drug Education. The course will examine the various uses of drugs, 
their classification, and the effect of certain drugs. Students will examine our culture and its use and 
acceptance of particular drugs.   The program includes an information mode, decision making and 
values, and refusal techniques. Introduction to First Aid is also presented. 
 
 



  
 
 
 

8th Grade Course Requirements 
 
LANGUAGE ARTS          KCC 51036    Two Terms 
This course contains literature from classic and contemporary works and includes a comprehensive 
study of literary types which include: myths, short stories, nonfiction, poetry, drama, and the novel. 
The course provides an in-class exposure to award-winning authors through readings of works chosen 
by the student. There is a strong emphasis on writing, and the course includes a speech requirement.  
 

- OR – 
 

ADVANCED LANGUAGE ARTS     KCC 51036    Two Terms 
This advanced class will cover topics presented in the 8th grade Language Arts curriculum and is 
designed to prepare students for high school English courses, with a more advanced application of 
knowledge of the characteristics and elements of various literary forms, such as short stories, essays, 
speeches, lyric and narrative poems, plays or novels. Students will write in a variety of forms, including 
narrative, expository and persuasive. Students are expected to perform with a high level of 
skill in reading, writing, and speaking.   
 
 
PRE-ALGEBRA     KCC 52051    Two Terms 
Introducing students to the more abstract language of Algebra, this course will reinforce junior high 
math skills. Students are expected to be proficient in general computational mathematics. 
Besides learning equation solving and simplification of algebraic expressions, students will also work 
with geometric concepts. This course strives to foster improvement in problem-solving skills, problem 
analysis, and independent thinking in preparation for high school mathematics. 
Students progress to Algebra I upon completion of the course. 
 

- OR – 
 

ALGEBRA I      KCC 52052    Two Terms 
Open to highly motivated students who have demonstrated by multiple measurements, a high level of 
competency in computational mathematics.  Students will simplify expressions dealing with addition, 
subtraction, multiplication, and division of algebraic polynomials.  They will also simplify expressions involving 
exponents and radicals.  Students will multiply and factor polynomials using the distributive property and FOIL.  
They will also graph sets of numbers, ordered pairs, simple functions, equations of lines, parabolas, and 
exponential functions. 
 
US HISTORY             KCC 54101    One Term 
U.S. History—Comprehensive courses provide an overview of the history of the United States, 
examining time periods from discovery or colonialism through World War II or after. These courses 
typically include a historical overview of political, military, scientific, and social developments. Course 
content may include a history of the North American peoples before European settlement. 
 
CIVICS        KCC 54161    One Term 
Civics courses examine the general structure and functions of American systems of government, the 
roles and responsibilities of citizens to participate in the political process, and the relationship of the 
individual to the law and legal system. These courses do not typically delve into the same degree of 
detail on constitutional principles or the role of political parties and interest groups as do 
comprehensive courses in U.S. Government. 
 
 



 
 
 
PHYSICAL EDUCATION/HEALTH  KCC 58038    Two Terms 
Physical Education is a course designed to encourage students to lead a healthy and active life. 
Students will be involved in a variety of team sports, dual sports, recreational activities, and fitness 
activities. These sports and activities will help to develop motor skills, physical growth, cardiovascular 
endurance, and personal and social behaviors that promote a healthy and fit lifestyle.  The Health 
program at this level will deal with Family Life Education. The course will begin with a general 
discussion of the stages of growth and concern dealing with family and peer relationships. The main 
thrust of the curriculum will deal with the male and female reproductive systems, fertilization, 
pregnancy and fetal development, the birth process and heredity. The class will also include 
information on personal safety and assault prevention, as well as Introduction to CPR. 
 
COMPUTER LITERACY   KCC 60010    Quarter term 
This course is designed as an introduction to various computer applications. Students will be 
introduced to Microsoft Word, Microsoft Excel and Microsoft Power Point. They will be given a variety 
of projects and activities in each of these applications, which will also build upon their typing and 
computer skills that were introduced in 7th grade. Students will develop their skill in using the Internet 
as a resource for their studies. Time will also be devoted to activities that develop good study habits 
and teach students how to manage their time wisely. 
 
ART  8           KCC 55188    Quarter term 
Art (grade 8) courses provide to students activities that foster creative expression, communication 
through artistic endeavor, and appreciation of culture and heritage. Activities may include those that 
enable students to refine their technique, increase their artistic vocabulary, express themselves and 
their world view, make connections to other content areas, develop their own aesthetic, and strengthen 
their critical abilities. Although typically involving the visual arts (drawing, painting, sculpture, crafts, 
and the like) 
 
 
SPANISH        KCC 56001                 Quarter term 
 
INTRO TO ANIMAL PRODUCTION   KCC 53238     Quarter term 
 
RELIGION       KCC 57015    Two Terms 
The students are challenged to better understand and appreciate the wonders, challenges, and 
responsibilities of their Christian identity through the study of Church History and its impact on the 
Church of today. Their ultimate challenge rests in their ability to discover ways to live 
Christian values in today’s world by putting their beliefs into practice. 
 
PHYSICAL SCIENCE    KCC 53159    Two Terms 
This course provides students with the basic knowledge of physical science as it relates to chemistry 
and physics. Included is the study of properties, classification, and structure of elements, chemical 
reactions, solutions, carbon and nuclear chemistry, simple machines, heat, electricity, and magnetism. 
Students will be exposed to a number of hands-on activities and laboratories. 
  



 
 
 

Electives 
 
BAND/CHOIR KCC 55101/KCC 55110  Grade 7, 8   Two Terms 
This year-long performance-based class is open to all students who play brass, percussion, or 
woodwind instrument with at least one year of training. Students will expand their performance skills, 
personal playing ability and knowledge of music by performing a variety of musical styles, practicing 
scales and techniques and learning music theory. Students are required to participate in all class 
activities and concerts and practice outside of class as needed to perform successfully. 
 
ACADEMIC ENRICHMENT KCC 72299  Grade 7, 8    Two Terms 
This course complements the academic curriculum by providing support and practice in a wide range 
of skills including the following: organizational skills, time management and memorization 
techniques, structured writing, descriptive writing, understanding vocabulary within academic 
discipline content, technology, Character Education, Media Literacy, and direct academic class 
support throughout the year. 
 
 


