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 The “Point of Light” award is the highest honor given 
each year by Thomas More Prep-Marian.  For 2018, the 
Point of Light committee chose Dean & Julie Haselhorst and 
Marvin & Jennifer Rack to receive this prestigious award 
for their outstanding acts of volunteerism and support to 
the school.  
 Dean and Julie Haselhorst have three children, Brianna 
'12, Kolby '15 and Collin (a future Monarch).  They both 
operate the family farm; Julie volunteers and subs at 
Holy Family Elementary and TMP-M, while Dean is the 
Production Superintendent for Hoffman Resources and 
serves as an Ellis County Commissioner.  Dean is very active 
in the Knights of Columbus and has received many awards 
on both the local and state level, including the “Family 
of the Year” award multiple times and the State “Knight 
of the Year” award.  Besides both Catholic schools, they 
are active at Immaculate Heart of Mary Parish and have 
helped with many projects.  Some of the various projects 
include adoration adorer, ACE Auction co-chairs and 
volunteers, Sports Booster Club, Fine Arts Booster Club, 
PTF, lunch and kitchen helper, bonfire building/clean up, 
bus barn demolition, parking lot resurfacing, cleaning up 
tree branches after inclement weather, plus many more.  
Whenever there is a need, Dean and Julie just seem to 
show up to help out and many times assume a leadership 
role in these activities.  We have truly been blessed by 
their energy, willingness and “get-it-done” attitude.
 Marvin & Jennifer Rack have four children, Jared '16, 
Karl '18, Leann '19 and Mark '22.  The Racks are owners 
of Northwestern Printers, Inc.  They have served on many 
community boards and committees.  Marvin has received 
the Hays Area Chamber of Commerce Harley Rhoades and 
Hall of Fame awards along with the Wild West Festival 

“All American Citizen” award.  Through their business at 
Northwestern Printers, Inc., the Racks have sponsored 
Special Olympic teams and donated various printing 
services over the years to area schools, churches, non-
profits and community events.  Marvin and Jennifer are 
active members of Immaculate Heart of Mary Parish and 
have received the “Knight of the Month” and “Family 
of the Month” awards from the Knights of Columbus 
Council #6984.  Their stewardship to TMP-Marian includes 
St. Thomas More Society, ACE Auction co-chairs and 
volunteers, booster clubs, soup suppers, school lunch 
volunteer, score clock operator and includes helping clean 
up tree branches after storms and many school activities. 
 Thank you Dean, Julie, Marvin and Jennifer!  You are 
true Point of Lights and we appreciate your generosity, 
kindness and support. 
 If you would like to nominate someone for this award, 
please send your nomination to Principal Chad Meitner, 
Thomas More Prep-Marian, 1701 Hall St., Hays, KS  67601 
before May 1, 2019.  Nominees should fit the following 
criteria:
 1) Commitment to our Tradition of Excellence
 2) Activities which bring honor to the inductee and to  
  Thomas More Prep-Marian.
 3) Dedication to TMP-Marian in service
 The Point of Light Award began on February 14, 1995 
to recognize members of the TMP-Marian community who 
have helped make the school what it is today.  The students 
of Thomas More Prep-Marian and their accomplishments 
shine brightly against the backdrop of a truly remarkable 
school.  We have been blessed with many such Points of 
Light in the past and for a complete listing, please visit 
www.tmpmarian.smugmug.com/Point-of-Light-Awards.

POINT OF LIGHT AWARD 

Marvin & 

Jennifer Rack
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Anchored in Faith
2019 Auction for Christian Education
 Make your plans now to join us on Saturday, April 
27, 2019 for our 45th anniversary celebration of ACE 
Auction “Anchored in Faith.”  A preview party will be held 
on Friday, April 26, 2019 to give everyone a glimpse of 
what will be auctioned off and as a thank you to all of our 
generous donors and Catholic school parents for their 
awesome support.  
 Production manager Irvin '68 Leiker and decorating 
chairs Joyce '70 Dinges and Terry Leiker are busy designing 
an “under the sea” decor for ACE 2019.  There is always 
room for additional volunteers and this group would love 
to have help decorating during the week of April 22-26, 
2019.  If you are interested in helping decorate and setting 
up the auction - please contact the alumni office and let 
us know you are available.  The dinner and dessert will 
be prepared by the Rose Garden Banquet Hall & Catering 
LLC.  The actual menu has not been chosen yet. 
 There are many ways that you can contribute and 
make a real difference in the lives of the students at 
Thomas More Prep-Marian.  The St. Thomas More 
Society and Auction for Christian Education (ACE) are 
two of the major fundraising options each year.  The 
funds raised in these two programs, help TMP-M cover 
their annual budget and are critical to the operation of 

2018 Pennies for ACE
Donor Honor Roll

In Honor of All Alumni
HCC-GCHS-SJMA-SFS-MHS-TMP-TMP-M

†     In Memory of All Deceased Alumni     †

Anonymous - Colorado

B & L Motels
Bruce & Linda Weilert

Kenneth & Yvonne Braun

Charles '54 & Marlene '54 (Gabel) Brull

Jim '79 & Anne Brull Family

Class of 1977

Farm Bureau Financial Services
Danny '93 Dinkel & Dustin '04 Washburn

†      In Memory of      †
Marie '53 (Pfannenstiel) Gabel

GoneLogo, Inc.
John & Lisa '88 (Haas) Flynn

†      In Memory of      †
Ken & Shirley (Dreiling) Gross

John's Fencing Service 
John '82 & Amy Moeder

Benno '34 & Mary '40 Karlin Family
Agnes '61 (Karlin) Shtogren & Clem '70 Karlin

Norman '52 & Marilyn Karlin

Kuhn Farms Inc.
Pat & Diane '79 (Honas) Kuhn
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2018 Pennies for ACE
Donor Honor Roll

Mike '83 & Angela Leikam

Midwestern Pipeworks Inc., Hays, KS
Gary '71, LouAnn, Brandon '03, Kelly '05 

& Michelle '11 Geist

Our Lady Help of Christians Parish
Antonino, KS 

†      In Memory of      †
Daniel '63 Neuburger

Galen & Cathy Pfeifer

†      In Memory of     † 
Kenny '51, Beth '73 & Steve '77 Schmeidler

†      In Memory of      †
Robert & Patricia Schmidt

(x4)

St. Anthony Parish
Schoenchen, KS

St. Catherine Parish
Catharine, KS

Doug '86 & Stephanie Stecklein

Robert & Nancy Wertenberger Family
Lisa '97, Lindsey '01, Laura '02

Art & Mae Wilkens Family
Chuck, Kent, Steve '81, Tony '82, Brenda '84 & Lisa

Bob '68 & Susan Wolf Family

God bless your generosity!

$2,600.00 is the Penny Donor 

capped amount for ACE 2019.

 Would you like to add YOUR name to the list of 
extraordinary donors displayed here?  Penny donors 
can choose to donate the “capped amount” or can 
choose the second option of what the actual 1¢ match 
would be based on the amount raised at the auction 
(excluding Item 60).  
 Don't forget - family members can combine their 
resources to do a penny donation, classmates can do 
the same just like the Class of 1977 or even a special 
group of friends.  The Class of 1978 is joining the ranks 
this year - they started raising “Penny Donor” funds in 
conjunction with their 40th reunion.  Being listed as 
a Penny Donor is another way of remembering  and 
honoring someone who has passed away.
 Please contact the alumni office staff if you would 
like to hear more about being a 2019 penny donor 
at 785-625-9434.  We would love to have 100 penny 
donors for a full match of auction proceeds!

this incredible Catholic school.  Please consider making 
a donation to one or both of these options on an annual 
basis.
 Towards the end of January, an ACE mailing will find 
its way into your mailbox.  Please take a few minutes 
to read through the different options listed in the ACE 
mailing and choose the ones that are best for you.  All 
donations are welcome no matter how large or small.    
Unique items from around the world are well received 
at the auction.  Although we love our Kansas City Chiefs, 
Royals, KU Jayhawks, K-State Wildcats, WSU Shockers 
and FHSU Tigers, there are always a few Notre Dame, 
NY Yankees, Denver Broncos and many more sports fans 
in the crowd.  Sports items go over very well, especially 
if they are autographed by the team or some of the 
players.  Handmade items like quilts, baby blankets and 
crafts are also well received.  Donated items should be 
new and not used.  
 Tickets go fast - so get your reservations in early.  We 
start taking reservations as soon as the mailing goes out 
in January.  Seating options include tables of eight or 
sixteen, but we can also seat smaller groups of two, four 
or six.  It is fun to get a group of classmates together for 
a mini-reunion and attend the auction.  Some employers 
purchase a table and treat their employees to a fun night 
out.  If you haven't attended the auction for a while, this 
would be a great time to come back and check us out 
again as we celebrate our 45th anniversary.
 If you have any questions about the auction process, 
please feel free to contact Fr. Earl, Wanda, Mary or 
Kathy in the alumni office at 785-625-9434 or email any 
of them at alumni@tmpmarian.org.  May God shower 
His blessings on you and your families.
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 1949 - Loretta Mae (Jacobs) Sandmeyer passed 
away on 8-20-18.  She is survived by her spouse Robert 
'47 Sandmeyer, children Karen (Sandmeyer) Hunter, 
Bridgit (Sandmeyer) Wall, Barbara Sandmeyer & Bobby 
Sandmeyer and brother John '56 Jacobs.  John shared 
how he came to SJMA for school at the age of 14.  His 
mother put him on a train and sent him west where he 
got off in Hays and walked out to the school campus.  
He met Fr. Paulinus ‘35-’37C Karlin O.F.M. Cap. who 
converted him to the Catholic faith.  John stayed and 
credits SJMA for making him the person he is today.
 1949 - Marion J. Schmidt died on 8-3-18.  He is 
survived by his wife Donna, sons Mayo '75 Schmidt & 
Garret '78 Schmidt, daughters Pamela '74 Schmidt 
& Sandra '81 (Schmidt) Barnes, brother Donald '51 
Schmidt and sister Helen (Schmidt) Edmonds.  He was 
preceded in death by his brothers Edwin '30 Schmidt, 
Alphons '31 Schmidt,  Alexius '35 Schmidt, Vincent 
Schmidt, Cyril '38 Schmidt & Jerome Sp'46 Schmidt 
and sisters Loretta '37 (Schmidt) Joy, Lidwina (Schmidt) 
Schreiner, Cecilia (Schmidt) Quint & Mary Louise 
(Schmidt) Rupp.  Besides playing quarterback on the 
undefeated 1948-1949 SJMA football team, Marion was 
athletic director, coach and teacher at St. Joseph Military 
Academy and Thomas More Prep High School from 1961 
to 1978, which resulted in two more undefeated football 
teams.  (See further details of his life and career on page 
9.)
 1950 - Dennis “Banjo” Gerstner passed away on 10-
27-18.  He is survived by his sisters Mary '44 (Gerstner) 
Schmidt & Lillian '45 (Gerstner) Rohr and brother James 
'56 Gerstner.  Dennis was preceded in death by his 
brother Leroy '49 “Satch” Gerstner.
 1951 - Patricia “Patt” M. (Deen) Coulter died on 9-30-
18.  She is survived by her children Brent '77 Coulter, 
Bryan '79 Coulter & Connie '80 (Coulter) Erbert and by 
eight grandchildren including Jeremy '96 Coulter & Josh 
'02 Coulter.  She was preceded in death by her daughter 
Cynthia (Cindy) '76 Coulter.
 1951 - Leora (Herl) Haas died on 12-31-17.  She is 
survived by her sons Bruce Haas, Rick Haas, Brian Haas, 
Robert Haas & Mike Haas, daughter Michelle (Haas) 
Minnard, brother Tom '64 Herl and sisters Frances '48 
(Herl) Diehl & Lila '50 (Herl) Staab.  She was preceded in 
death by her spouse Donald Haas and brothers Leander 
'47 Herl & Larry '59 Herl.
 1951 - Vanita M. Herklotz passed away on 4-27-17.  
She is survived by her sister Alexia '56 (Herklotz) Matson 
and brother Jerry '59 Herklotz.
 1951 - Norman J. Ruder passed away on 9-10-18.  He 
is survived by his wife of 63 years Mildred “Millie” Ruder, 

sons Mike Ruder, Mark Ruder & Marty Ruder and sisters 
Bernice '46 (Ruder) Unrein & Lorraine '48 (Ruder) 
Cook.  Norman was preceded in death by his daughter 
Lisa Ruder, brothers Marcellus Ruder, Julius Ruder & 
Alphonse '40 Ruder and sisters Irene (Ruder) Munsch & 
Mary Rose '45 (Ruder) Dreiling.
 1953 - Elmer R. Miller died on 7-6-18.  He is 
survived by his wife of 59 years Darlene '55 (Dinges) 
Miller, daughters Kaye (Miller) Walter & Teresa (Miller) 
Crandell, sisters Edna (Miller) VonFeldt, Lydia (Miller) 
Pfannenstiel, Melfrieda (Miller) Greenwood & Tillie '64 
(Miller) Preston.  Elmer was preceded in death by his 
brothers Hubert Miller & Robert Miller.
 1956 - Flora Mae (Dechant) (Richmeier) Santistevan 
passed away on 1-15-17.  She is survived by her sons 
Darrell Richmeier & Duane Richmeier and brother 
Jady Dechant.  (Correction from summer issue of the 
Monogram.)  
 1957 - Carol Jean (Schmidt) Canfield passed away 
on 7-18-18.  She is survived by her daughters Stacey '76 
(Gross) Bressler, Ginger Sp'78 (Gross) Brown, Jackie 
'79 (Gross) (& Craig '75) Schumacher, Bobbi (Gross) 
Dreiling & Bonnie (Gross) (& Russ) Pfannenstiel.  Carol 
was preceded in death by her husbands James '52 
Gross & Duane Canfield, brothers Ralph '48 Schmidt, 
Rich Schmidt & Howard Schmidt and sisters Mary Ann 
(Schmidt) Stecklein, Alice (Schmidt) Freitag, Jeanette 
(Schmidt) Gottschalk, Zita (Schmidt) Dreiling, Joyce 
(Schmidt) Gonzalez & infant sister Pauline Schmidt.
 1957Sp - Thomas F. Ostenberg died on 12-21-13.  He 
is survived by his wife Judith, son Brian Ostenberg and 
daughter Lara Ostenberg.
 1958 - Janice (Jacobs) Kaba died on 9-7-18.  She is 
survived by her husband James, son John Kaba and 
daughters Vicki (Kaba) Becker & Kim (Kaba) Glazner.
 1962 - Duane F. Leiker died on 10-15-18.  He is 
survived by his wife Joyce, daughter Kretice (Leiker) 
Crowson, brothers Kenneth Leiker, Allen '64 (& Marie 
'65 Braun) Leiker & Dean Leiker, sister Judy Leiker, three 
grandchildren, nephew Marc '91 (& Amy) Leiker and 
niece Kathryn '95 (Leiker) (& Marc '96) Zolnierz.
 1963 - Edward J. Klein passed away on 7-7-18.  He is 
survived by his wife Coralee '66 (Kuntzsch) Klein, sons 
Brian Klein & Curtis Klein, daughter Amy (Klein) Brown, 
six grandchildren and four great-grandchildren.

Remembering Our Deceased...
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 1963 - Ed Leach passed away on 7-6-17 in Calgary, 
Canada.  (We were unable to locate a full obituary.)
 1965 - Craig “Harvey” J. Parker passed away on 9-1-
18.  He is survived by his sisters Cary '60 (Parker) (& 
James '60) Ryan, Claudia '61 (Parker) (& Steve) Pratt, 
Cheryl '68 (Parker) (& David) Noorani & Christine '71 
(Parker) Wasinger and twin sister Constance '65 (Parker) 
Appelrouth.
 1967 - Duane J. Lang died on 9-29-18.  He is survived 
by his wife Connie, sons Jeff Lang & Craig Lang, daughters 
Laura (Lang) Berlin & Kristin (Lang) Loucks, sister Gloria '68 
(Lang) Dreher and brother Verlyn '71 Lang.
 1968 - Clarence “Conrad” Miller passed away on 2-4-
18.  He is survived by his wife Carla, son Andrew Miller, 
stepdaughters Adrienne Sheares, Alicia Sheares & Anita 
Sheares, brothers E. Douglas “Doug” '70 Miller & Timothy 
'74 Miller and sister Jocelyn (Miller) Webb.  Conrad devoted 
his life to serving the Lord and using his God-given talents 
singing and performing gospel music.  In 2017, he won the 
Voices of Gospel Music Award for “Male Artist of the Year” 
and the Prayze Factor Award for “Traditional Solo Artist 
of the Year”.  May you continue singing with the heavenly 
choir!  (Reprint from the summer issue of the Monogram.)
 1970 - Leland “Lee” Desmarteau passed away on 6-9-
18.  He is survived by his wife Barbara, sisters Phyllis '62 
(Desmarteau) Meis, Marge '64 (Desmarteau) Huelsman 
& Louetta '65 (Desmarteau) McCoy, brother Kevin '69 
Desmarteau and nieces Charise '95 (Desmarteau) Oelger 
& Michelle '99 (Desmarteau) Shump.
 1970 - William “Bill” Hatch died on 7-28-18.  He is 
survived by sisters Trina '72 (Hatch) Mintie, Alice '73 
(Hatch) McCurry & Aline '78 (Hatch) Kimball.
 1970 - James “Jim” M. Staab passed away on 8-9-18.  
He is survived by his wife Terry, daughters Patricia “Trish” 
(Staab) (& Sedrick) Cook & Nicholle “Niki” Staab, stepson 
Cory '94 (& Christy '94 Meier) Phlieger, stepdaughter 
Patricia “Pat” '88 (Phlieger) (& Daniel) Mares, brothers 
Delbert '54 Staab & Terrance “Terry” '60 Staab and sister 
Virginia '63 (Staab) Chada.  Jim was preceded in death by 
his brothers Jerry '50 Staab & Verlin '52 Staab  and sister 
Nadine '57 (Staab) Hopkins.
 1972 - David F. Hertel died 11-11-18 in Louisville, CO.  
He is survived by his wife Virginia, two daughters, Christina 
'95 Hertel (& Stacy Kadota) and Lisa '99 Hertel & Heath 
Ritchie, two brothers, Mike '73 (& Lori '74 Gross) Hertel, 
John '83 (& Laura) Hertel, a sister Kathy '76 Hertel (& 
Patrick Thrash) and two grandsons.  He was preceded in 
death by his parents, Al & Lucy ‘50 (Lietz) Hertel.
 1975 - Steven M. Schmidt passed away on 8-20-18.  He 
is survived by his wife Sue '76 (Ubert) Schmidt, sons Scott 
'00 Schmidt & Kyle '01 Schmidt, brothers Neal '77 Schmidt 
& Jeff '81 Schmidt and father Melvin Schmidt.
 1989 - Craig J. Walters died on 7-6-18.  He is survived 
by his wife Cindy, son Clayton Walters, daughters Crystal 

Walters & Christina Walters, parents Gerald '63 & 
Marjorie '63 (Rohr) Walters, grandmother Mildred '43 
(Pfannenstiel) Walters, sisters Jennifer '91 (Walters) 
Husselman, Jolene (Walters) Wellbrock, Janell '96 
(Walters) Williams & Jessica (Walters) Bridges, brother 
and sister-in-laws Ricky Flax, Cheryl West & Shelly Roth.
 1992 - George McClintock Jr. died on 10-6-18.  He is 
survived by his parents George '56 & Shirley McClintock.  
George Jr. was an army veteran, graduating from Texas 
State with a bachelor's degree in international business 
and worked as a government contractor.
 2003Sp - Scott A. Ramey passed away on 9-30-18.  
He is survived by his mother Mary Ramey, sister Jenny 
Ramey and grandmother Nedra Ramey.
 2013 - Parker Devon Dennis Schmidt Goldsberry died 
on 9-9-18.  He is survived by his father David Goldsberry, 
mother Melinda Demoret, brother James Demoret and 
sister Danielle Demoret.  He was preceded in death 
by his brother Bryce Zizumbo and grandparents Vickie 
Demoret and James & Bonnie '64 (Parker) Goldsberry.

Go Jayhawks!
 John '16 Drees and Jordyn '16 Manhart are both part 
of the spirit squad at “KU” (University of Kansas) this year!  
Jordyn is a Rock Chalk Dancer and John is a cheerleader.  
They cheer football, basketball (for both men & women) 
and volleyball at all home games and special events 
and sometimes attend away games.  Both were seen 
on ESPN during a KU home football game in September.  
Congratulations!  



 Imelda “Millie” D. Flax passed away on 11-3-18.  She 
is survived by her sons Ron '75 (& Rhonda '77 Peters) 
Flax, Wayne (& Janet) Flax and Allen Flax, daughters 
Melinda '74 (Flax) (& Joel) Dreiling, Joan '77 (Flax) (& Bill) 
Youmans, Lucy '78 (Flax) (& Craig) Hutchison, Rebecca 
(Flax) (& Clay) Ginther, Tammie (Flax) (& Barney) Macari 
and Laura (Flax) (& John '83) Hertel, 21 grandchildren 
including Lucas '01 Flax, Nathan '04 Flax & Kelsey '08 
(Flax) Burgess and 17 great-grandchildren.
 Charlotte Jacobs died on 10-12-18.  She is survived 
by her son Bob Jacobs, daughters Dee (Jacobs) Hand & 
Debbie (Jacobs) Reidel, brothers Mark Weigel, Duane '55 
Weigel & Dennis Weigel and sisters Donna '55 (Weigel) (& 
Delaine) Meyers, Carrie '61 (Weigel) Brungardt & Cheryl 
'63 (Weigel) (& Joe '62) Engel.  She was preceded in death 
by her brothers Marvin Weigel, Don '48 Weigel, Ken '48 
Weigel, Lee Weigel, Bob Weigel & Darrell '58 Weigel  and 
sisters Dolores (Weigel) Meis & JoAnn Weigel.
 Ramona Theresa (Ohmes) Kippes died on 6-26-18.  She 
is survived by her daughter Tammi (Kippes) Sauer & Kathy 
(Kippes) Ricke and son Jason Kippes.  Ramona previously 
taught at Victoria and Marian High Schools.
 Rose Marie Koerner died on 11-10-18.  She is survived 
by two daughters, Lisa (Koerner) (& Joel) Fose, Tamala '88 
(Koerner) (& John) LaPosa, two brothers, Leroy Stecklein, 
Ron  (& Linda) Stecklein, and two sisters, Theresa 
Gottschalk and Charlene (& Dennis) Weigel.
 Verna Lang passed away on 8-15-18.  She is survived by 
her sons Bob (& Debbie '72 Seib) Lang & Jeff (& Brenda) 
Lang, daughters Judy (Lang) (& Les) Smith & Chris '79 
(Lang) (& Pat) Haas, brother Virgil Eberle and sister Alice 
Sp'48 (Eberle) Brungardt.
 Annette P. Leikam died on 9-29-18.  She is survived by 
her sons Robert “Bob” '75 (& Trudy '77 Herrman) Leikam 
and Ronald '79 (& Jackie) Leikam.  Bob is a current vice-
principal and teacher at TMP-Marian and his wife Trudy is 
a part of the kitchen staff.
 Rose Neuburger passed away on 9-1-18.  She is survived 
by her sons Gary '62 (& Judy) Neuburger & Pat '67 (& 
Kathy) Neuburger and daughter Cindy '72 (Neuburger) 
(& David '67) Lang.
 Eugenia L. Pfannenstiel died on 11-12-18.  Survivors 
include three sons, Dennis (& Crystal) Pfannentiel, 
Merle '66 (& Romey) Pfannenstiel & Gary Pfannenstiel 
and five daughters, Audrey '67 (Pfannenstiel) (& Ron) 
Herold, Marsha (Pfannenstiel) (& Dennis) Hupfer, Brenda 
(Pfannenstiel) Kroeger, Karen (Pfannenstiel) (& Louie) 
Gilmore and Pamela (Pfannenstiel) Allen.  She was 
preceded in death by her husband Henry.
 Susie L. Ruder passed away on 9-21-18.  She is survived 
by her spouse of 65 years Norman '52 Ruder, son Douglas 
'72 Ruder (& Terry Derr) and daughters Linda '74 Ruder 
(& fiance Bruce Burkholder) & Kathy '77 (Ruder) (& Roger 
'77) Taylor.

 Rita “Ritie” M. Bell passed away on 6-19-18.  She is 
survived by her sister Darlene '63 (Wolf) Rogers.
 Mary Lou Blum died on 9-27-18.  She is survived by 
her daughters Nancy '74 (Blum) Clark, Jane '76 E. Blum 
& MaryPat '80 (Blum) Dwyer and eight grandchildren 
including MaryKathryn '20 Dwyer.
 Roy F. Brungardt passed away on 8-30-18.  He is 
survived by his wife Karen and sons Jeff '86 Brungardt 
& Kirk '90 Brungardt.  Roy and his wife Karen have been 
generous benefactors.  
 Norma Lucille (Weber) Chittenden died on 7-15-18.  
She is survived by her son John Chittenden II and two 
grandchildren, John '16 Chittenden III & Gabrielle '17 
Chittenden.
 Lonny P. Claycamp died on 9-27-18.  He is survived 
by his wife Becky '79 (Wasinger) Claycamp and children 
Brad Claycamp & Nicole (Claycamp) Raymer.
 Lt. Col. Darrel Walter Cobb died on 9-16-18.  He is 
survived by his wife Rosa Mae “Ro” '51 (Giebler) Cobb 
and children Russel Cobb, Christopher Cobb, Nelsen 
Cobb, Douglas Cobb, Vincent Cobb & Alison Cobb.
 Mary Hart-Detrixhe died on 9-12-18.  She is survived 
by her husband Stan, sons Tim Detrixhe & Thomas 
Detrixhe and daughter Emma Detrixhe.  Stan and his wife 
Mary were instrumental in the designing and installation 
of the TMP-Marian chapel stained glass windows.
 Maxine Lena Diederich passed away on 7-18-18.  
She is survived by her sons Dave '83 Diederich & John 
(& Cindy) Diederich and daughters Debra (Diederich) 
(& Mark) Honeyman & Chris (Diederich) (& Kevin '78) 
Gottschalk.
 Loren E. Dillon passed away on 6-3-18.  He is survived 
by his wife Sharon '58 (Ross) Dillon, daughters Kellie 
(Dillon) Leiker & Kimberly (Dillon) Loibl, sister Patricia 
(Dillon) Herl and brother Mitchell Dillon.
 Charles Dougherty passed away on 10-6-18.  He is 
survived by his wife Evah, sons Mitchell Dougherty & 
Milt Dougherty, daughters Marie (Dougherty) Brown, 
Melinda Dougherty & Marilyn (Dougherty) Wilson and 
14 grandchildren including Scott Brown, TMP-M Tech Dir.
 Marian R. (Sack) Dreiling died on 8-3-18.  She is 
survived by her son Todd Dreiling.  Marian was preceded 
in death by her husband John '50 Dreiling, brothers 
Donald Sack & William '43 Sack and sisters Vera '42 
Sack, Aurelia '43 (Sack) Amrein & Rosetta Sack.
 Verlin F. Dreiling died on 7-8-18.  He is survived by his 
son Kevin (& Jan ‘76 Fischer) Dreiling, daughters Linda '67 
(Dreiling) (& Don) Lesovsky, Lois '68 (Dreiling) (& Jerold) 
Smith and Judith '70 (Dreiling) (& Jim '68) Purdy, brother 
Marvin Dreiling and sister Edna (Dreiling) Wagner.  Verlin 
was preceded in death by his wife Henrietta “Janie” '45 
(Brown) Dreiling.

8
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 Marvin J. Rupp died on 11-4-18.  He is survived by his 
wife Shirley '48 (Rupp) Rupp, children Andrew Rupp & 
Amy '83 (Rupp) Perez, sister Blanche (Rupp) VonLintel, 
brothers & sister-in-laws Connie '51 (Rupp) Wallace, 
Ron '53 Rupp, Fred '55 Rupp, Bernie '58 Rupp, Marlene 
'56 (Rupp) McGuire, Mary Sp'60 (Rupp) McNamara, 
Stan Rupp & Larry Rupp and ten grandchildren including 
Thomas '05 Rupp, Matthew '11 Applequist, Elizabeth '11 
Rupp & Annaka '16 Applequist.
 Robert “A” J. Schmidtberger passed away on 9-26-
18.  He is survived by his wife Patricia, sons Robert L. 
Schmidtberger, William (& Diana) Schmidtberger, Bradley 
(& Lori '82 Pfannenstiel) Schmidtberger, daughters 
Bonnie (Schmidtberger) (& Steve) Sander & Rebecca 
(Schmidtberger) (& Jim) Scheck, brother Marvin (& 
Nancy '53 Staab) Schmidtberger and sisters Albertina 
(Schmidtberger) Foos, Rosie (Schmidtberger) Leiker & 
Edna (Schmidtberger) Ptacek.
 Martina “Tina” Staab died on 7-10-18.  She is survived 
by her sons Leon '65 (& Ann) Staab & Tom '70 (& Lenora) 
Staab, daughters Jolene '60 (Staab) (& Ralph) Kreitler 
& Margaret “Maggie” '75 (Staab) (& Allen '75) Leiker, 
brothers Frank '46 (& Celie) Pfannenstiel & Marvin '50 
(& Jane) Pfannenstiel, sister Aggie '51 (Pfannenstiel) 
(& Jim) Miller and sister-in-laws Esther '46 (Glassman) 
Pfannenstiel & Alice (Staab) Gerstner.  Martina was a cook 
at SJMA and Thomas More Prep for many years.
 Timothy L. Sundgren died on 10-30-18.  He is survived 
by his wife Paulette, children Jen '89 (Sundgren) (& 
Christopher '89) Brull and Evan (& Brenda) Sundgren, 
stepsons Ken (& Megan) Boucher & Kurt Boucher and 
seven grandchildren including Jacob '14 Brull, Paul '19 
Brull & Maggie '22 Brull.
 Leona Vsetecka passed away on 11-6-18.  She is survived 

by her husband Charles, two sons, Dominic 
(& Michelle) Schuckman and Samuel 
Schuckman, daughters Theresa (& John) 
Wasinger and Martha (& Rob) Boardman 
and 15 grandchildren including Robert 
Sp'04 Boardman and Nicole '05 Boardman.  
  Anne Christine (Kelly) Walters died on 
11-7-18.  She is survived by her husband 
Jim '66 Walters, daughters Jamie '08 
Walters & Jackie '09 (Walters) (& Matt '06) 
Hertel, stepson Jason Walters, sister Barb 
Kelly, sister-in-laws Janet Kelly, Karen '63 
(Walters) (& Ron '62) Dreher and Marie '70 
(Walters) Shields and brother-in-law Herb 
'58 Walters.
   Eugene “Gene” A. Wellbrock passed away 
on 10-2-18.  He is survived by his wife Joan 
'57 (Schmidt) Wellbrock, daughters Ann 
(Wellbrock) Hugunin & Christine (Wellbrock) 
Weber and son Gerard Wellbrock.

Player, Coach, Teacher, Mentor & Friend
Marion Schmidt '49 

November 7, 1930 - August 3, 2018
      

May he rest in peace . . .
   Former teacher and coach, Marion J. 
Schmidt passed away surrounded by his 
loved ones on August 3, 2018.  Marion 
graduated from St. Joseph Military 
Academy in 1949 and was one of the 
football players on the undefeated 
football team which was later termed 
“Mythical State Champions”.  Marion 

went on to earn his B.S. Degree in Education from Fort 
Hays State University and M.S. Degree in Education from 
the University of Northern Colorado.  He served in the U.S. 
Army from 1951 to 1953.  Marion was athletic 
director, coach and teacher at St. Joseph Military 
Academy and Thomas More Prep High School 
from 1961 to 1978.  He coached two undefeated 
football teams during that time, 1966-1967 
(S.J.M.A.) and 1977-1978 (TMP). 
 In 1955, he married Donna Mae Garrett and 
they had four children - Pamela '74 Schmidt, 
Mayo '75 Schmidt, Garret '78 Schmidt and 
Sandra '81 (Schmidt) Barnes and eight 
grandchildren.  (See his obituary  on page 6 of 
this issue for more information.)
 In 1990, Marion and Donna started Blue Sky 
Miniature Horse Ranch for something to do 
during their retirement.  They raised only pure-
bred miniature horses that are double-registered 
by the American Miniature Horse Registry in 
Illinois.  Marion was very proud of his miniature 
horses and loved to hire TMP-M students during 
the summers to help out at the farm with tours 
and chores.  Marion - you will be missed by your 
TMP-Marian family and remembered at our 
weekly masses.  1948-1949 Cadet Football 

1977
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Alumni Association of Thomas More Prep-Marian
Financial Statement

July 1, 2017 to June 30, 2018

 To the best of my knowledge and belief, this 
financial statement is a true and accurate report 
of the status of the Alumni Association of Thomas 
More Prep-Marian for the period of July 1, 2017 to 
June 30, 2018.

Wanda Billinger, Alumni Director

RECEIPTS & MONIES ON HAND 
Monies on Hand 06/30/2017 $    262,346.18
Unrestricted Donations $        5,223.90
Lifetime Dues  $        1,800.00
Annual Dues $        1,879.26
Interest Earned $           894.46
American Fund Value Increase $      12,503.70
Postage - Monogram $            451.11
Merchandise Sales $        2,829.25
Miscellaneous $        6,061.10
TOTAL $   293,988.96
RESTRICTED RECEIPTS
Misc. Restricted Funds $        2,677.00
ACE 2018 $    824,629.07
Golf Classic 2018 $      26,970.50
Homecoming 2017 $        9,509.82
Capital Improvement Fund $           485.00
  $    864,271.39

TOTAL RECEIPTS/MONIES ON HAND $ 1,158,260.35

EXPENSES
Postage $         1,306.06
Postage – Monogram $         5,884.05
Printing $            494.96
Printing – Monogram $         6,797.80
Supplies $         1,152.80
Advertising $         5,201.84
Equipment/Computer Technology $         1,716.00
Dues & Sponsorships $            835.61
Memorials & Gifts $         1,145.00
Merchandise $            450.00
Miscellaneous $         5,892.26
Capital Improvement $       15,000.00
RESTRICTED
Miscellaneous Restricted Funds $         2,919.80
ACE 2018 Expense $       69,193.59
ACE 2018 Disbursements* $     755,435.48
Golf Classic 2018 Expense $         6,592.94 
Homecoming 2017 Expense $         7,537.29
TOTAL EXPENSES $     887,555.48

MONIES ON HAND JUNE 30, 2018
Checking Balance $       74,435.13
American Funds (Lifetime Memb.) $     196,269.74
TOTAL MONIES ON HAND $     270,704.87

TOTAL EXPENSES/MONIES ON HAND $ 1,158,260.35

*ACE 2018 Disbursement Breakdown
Thomas More Prep-Marian $     332,646.92
TMP-M Item #60 $     418,788.56
Alumni Restricted Misc. Items $         4,000.00
Total $    755,435.48

Alumni Board Elections

 Fr. Earl '61 Befort, O.F.M. Capuchin was re-elected to serve his 21st consecutive year as Alumni President and 
Chris '77 Gottschalk was re-elected to serve his 13th consecutive year as Alumni Vice President.  A new resolution to 
the Alumni Association Bylaws was adopted on 10-1-2018 to increase the number of alumni board member trustees 
from six to eight.  By adding an additional two trustees to serve on the board, the president will still be able to vote 
to break any tie votes and the Alumni Association will have additional board volunteers when setting up for the ACE 
Auction, Black Tie Dinner, Homecoming events and the Alumni Golf Classic.
 Julie '96 (Richmeier) Werth and Andrew '10 Allen resigned from the alumni board during the summer months 

for personal reasons.  Julie and Michelle '97 (Hertel) Schlyer’s terms expired in 2018.  Michelle was re-elected to serve 
a new three year term on your Alumni Association board.   Janel '84 (Ziegler) Ruder, Leighton '07 Werth, Renee ‘78 
(Harris) Hoffman and JoLynn '93 Ashmore were elected to serve new terms.  Janel will replace the position previously 
held by Julie Werth, Renee will fill the position left vacant by Andrew Allen, and Leighton and JoLynn will serve in the 
newly appointed positions.  We thank Julie and Andrew for their service, Michelle for her continued service and all of 
the new board members for coming on-board.
 If you would like to be considered for a position on the Alumni Board, please contact the Alumni office at 785-

625-9434 or alumni@tmpmarian.org.  Board members attend monthly meetings and help with all of the fundraising 
events hosted by your Alumni Association.  For a complete listing of board members, see page three of this issue.

2019 Annual Alumni Golf Classic
Save the Date - Friday, June 7, 2019



Kathy Dreiling-Amrein
'In the Spotlight'
Kathy Dreiling-Amrein is our choice for 'In the Spotlight' 

in this issue of “The Monogram” for her extraordinary 
musical talent and teaching abilities.  In the 18 years 
that Kathy has been at TMP-M, the band has reached in 
numbers as high as 81 students.  For many of these years, the TMP-M band has had a record number 
of kids in the KMEA district honor band and choir, far out numbering any other schools participating.  

They have also had a representative each year in one of the all-state honor groups; orchestra, choir or band.  In 
addition to these, seven students qualified and attended the National choir and band in Nashville, TN; Dallas, TX and 
Orlando, FL.  The TMP-M band has traveled to Branson, MO and opened for a number of performances, won the grand 
champion trophy at the Winter Park Performance Ski Festival and has received 17 years of I ratings at the KSHSAA 
State Music Festival. The Pop Singers put on a dinner show the first weekend of February.  They have a sell out number 
in attendance each year.  The singers have performed all across the USA, including San Antonio, TX; Charleston, SC; 
Southern California; Atlanta, GA and have put on their show on three Carnival Cruises.  Locally, the group performs 
annually for the Kiwanis Club and Rotary Club in addition to a number of local charities.   

 Kathy and her late husband Frank Dreiling have two daughters, Holly '07 (Dreiling) (& Colton) Lang and Hannah '13 
(Dreiling) (& Nick ‘15) Schmidt and two grandchildren Mia and Rhett Lang.  Kathy is now married to Allen Amrein and 
Allen's children are Donielle Amrein and Erin '07 Amrein.  

Dear Fellow Alumni and Friends,

 It is hard to believe that Christmas time is here once again.  As always 
it’s a wonderful way to celebrate the birth of our Lord, but especially as I get 
older, why does it come around so quickly?
 Here in the alumni office, we are always affected by the deaths of our 

alumni.  Many are old and have lived their lives, but when they are young and die tragically, it can be a real blow.  
This is especially true when they die by suicide.  What a great tragedy when pain and depression become so 
overwhelming that a person can see no way out.  Hold on to those you love, sense their vulnerabilities and reach 
out to help them.  Please join us in prayer for all those, particularly our alums, who are suffering in any way, that 
they may find relief and peace.
 We began our 7th year of the junior high here at TMP-Marian.  It is hard to imagine a time when the 7th 
and 8th grades were not part of our program.  The junior high has added so much to the life and vibrancy of 
our community, plus adding much to us academically, spiritually and athletically.  Their excellency in Scholar's 
Bowl and Chess are recognized statewide.  The prayerful life they exhibit is inspiring.   They have done so well 
athletically; the football team has not lost a game in the last two years.  The teachers and staff are hard-working 
and outstanding.  We are so grateful for the opportunity to have and support the junior high.
 The school continues to consider new and needed projects to improve the building and grounds.  Next summer, 
a new Learning Commons will replace the Center for Research and be moved down to the “student center” on 
the main floor.  There are also plans to renovate the last two boys' bathrooms and add a new classroom on the 
third floor for the junior high.  Future areas of concern are tuckpointing many of the exterior bricks, putting 
in new outside stairs and renovating the present library into classrooms and possible offices.  Thanks to the 
tremendous support of our auction, all of these projects become a real possibility.
 I hope you all have a blessed, joyous and peaceful Christmas.  We always remember that this is God's school 
and its success and future are in His hands.  Thanks for all you do, blessings to you and your families.
 Sincerely in Christ,
  Fr. Earl '61 Befort, O.F.M. Capuchin, Alumni President

A Message from the Heart
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Homecoming King & Queen
Ethan '19 Lang & Emily '19 Schippers

Jack Schramm spirit Award
Tom '66 Schenk

Thomas More Prep-Marian
Sports Booster Club

2018 RAFFLE WINNERS
$4,000.00 Cash Prize - Lawrence Sp'51 Schmeidler

$2,000.00 Cash Prize - 
Duane & Mary '77 (Wilkerson) Lang

$1,000.00 Cash Prize - Bob & Karen Threlkel
$1,000.00 Cash Prize - Mike '89 Flax

$749.00 - .21TD Twogether 
"When One plus One equals Us" Diamond Pendant
donated by Kuhn's Diamond Jewelers - Brent Gustin

$500.00 Cash Prize - April Basgall
$500.00 Cash Prize - Cory Werth

$500.00 Cash Prize - Mike '92 Wasinger
$500.00 Cash Prize - Mark '79 Vitztum
$200.00 Gift Card donated by WalMart - 

Jeff Schoenberger
$200.00 HFE Gift Cards - Rhonda Dopita

Sports Booster Club raffle tickets are available to 
purchase from any SBC board member or by contacting 
Craig & Lisa Karlin at 785-625-3407 or Wanda Billinger

at 785-625-9434.  The next raffle drawing and 
social will be on Saturday, November 23, 2019.

A Scriptual Rosary
The Glorious Mysteries

Looking for a simple but powerful gift for that special someone? These Rosary CDs are 
available to order at the on-line store at shop.tmp-m.org or stop by the alumni office to 
pick up a copy today.  Norbert '65 Kuhn leads this beautiful rosary and is accompanied 
by TMP-Marian students, Aubry '19 Appelhans, Anna '21 Kuhn, Tiffany '19 Pfeifer and 
Leanne '19 Rack.  The CD is produced by 88.1 Divine Mercy Radio.  $10.00 + SH

 Olmer J. Wittman died on 8-12-18.  He is survived 
by his wife Mildred, sons Alan (& Sammy) Wittman & 
Larry (& Michelle “Shelly” '84 Weber) Wittman and 
daughters Wanda '68 (Wittman) (& Jeral) Krug, Karen 
'76 (Wittman) (& Don) Disch and Brenda '81 (Wittman) 
(& Perry) Schremmer.
 

While we strive to be as accurate as possible with our 
“Deaths” and “Class Notes” section of the Monogram, 
unfortunately, mistakes do happen.  Much of our 
news comes from the local newspaper and others are 
submitted  by you or researched by our office staff.  
Should you notice an error, please bring it to the 
attention of our office and we will print a correction in 
the next Monogram.  Our sincere apologies and thanks 
for your understanding.

 Remembering Our Deceased...
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2018 Homecoming Highlights

 Another successful Homecoming has come and gone...  
reunions were held by the classes of 1953, 1958, 1963, 
1968, 1973, 1978, 1983, 1988, 1993, 1998, 2003, 2008 
and 2013.  That is every five years beginning with the 
65-year and ending with the 5-year class.  Not to be left 
out - Ralph '43 Engel from the 75-year class participated 
in the parade, riding in a convertible driven by Clem '70 
Karlin.  Clem has four convertibles that he very generously 
supplies along with three extra drivers each year for the 
parade.  (Who knew Clem had three friends... just kidding 
Clem --- we like you too -- and appreciate your visits to the 
alumni office and your help moving dirt with your heavy 
duty equipment for the school!)  

2018 Distinguished alumni award
Bob '68 & Susan Wolf

 We enjoy it when our “Golden” alumni join us for all 
of the annual Homecoming events.  Now, if there is a way 
to figure out how to share this enthusiasm for their alma 
mater with the younger classes!  The five, ten, fifteen 
and twenty year classes still party alot and outside of 
the Homecoming parade and football game, don't go to 
many of the school hosted activities.  The alumni staff 
would love to see more of these younger alums attending 
some of the alumni sponsored events like the Mass for 
Deceased Alumni, Dutch Lunch, banquet and dance.  The 
alumni banquet gives all of the classes a chance to co-
mingle with each other and it is a lot of fun listening to 
interesting stories spanning the different decades.
 One surprise award given each year at the 
Homecoming banquet by the Alumni Association is the 
“Distinguished Alumni Service Award.”  This award is given 
to alumni and their spouses who have shown exemplary 
service to Thomas More Prep-Marian and your Alumni 
Association.  The recipients never know in advance that 
they will be receiving this award.  It is fun to watch as a 
description is read off describing their service before their 
names are announced.  You can tell exactly when the 
recipient realizes that you are talking about them.  The 
2018 Distinguished Alumni Service award was presented 
to Bob '68 and Susan Wolf.  Bob and his classmates were 
celebrating their 50th class reunion.  The Wolf's have been 
instrumental in planning many of Bob's class reunions.   
Bob served on the Endowment Foundation board for 25 
years and as President of the Endowment Foundation 
for 11 years.  His accounting expertise was very much 
appreciated on the Endowment board and many other 
committees throughout the years.  Their children are Jeff 
'93 Wolf, Chrissy '95 (Wolf) Bandel, Curtis '98 Wolf and 
Shelly '02 (Wolf) New.  They have always been generous 
benefactors and participants at many school fundraising 
events and we thank them for the kindness, generosity 
and multiple talents shared with TMP-Marian.

TMTM

Ralph '43 Engel - 75-Year reunion
driven by clem '70 karlin
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 Mike '73 & Lori '74 (Gross) Hertel were 
chosen by your alumni board to be honored as 
the 2018 Homecoming Grand Marshals.  Grand 
Marshals lead the parade down Main Street, 
and are acknowledged at the football game 
and banquet.   The Class of 1973 celebrated 
their 45-year reunion this year. 
 Each year, special recognition is given to the 
40-year class.  Brenda '78 (Schmidt) Meade 
and Kansas Governor Jeff '78 Colyer were the 
guest speakers for the Class of 1978 at the 
banquet.  This class started raising funds to join 
the roster of Penny Donors for ACE 2019.  So 
far they have raised half of the funds needed to 
meet their goal.  Good luck and thank you for 
your generosity!

2018 Homecoming 
Highlights

Homecoming 
grand marshals
Mike  '73 & Lori '74

(gross) hertel

class of 1973
45-year 

reunion

class of 1978
40-year reunion

kansas governor
jeff '78 colyer

special recognition
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class of 1963
55-year reunion

 St. Joseph's Military 
Academy, Marian High and 
St. Francis Seminary Classes 
of 1968 were honored as the 
50-year reunion class this 
Homecoming and winning 
the “Best Sign in the Parade” 
award!  They put a lot of time 
and effort into designing the 
sign and had a metal frame 
to display it on mounted on 
their trailer.  It really looked 
sharp!  The guest speakers 
for were Imelda '68 Koett, 
Chuck '68 Schmidt & Ray '68 
Degenhardt.  The seminarians 
had 19 in their graduating 
class and 15 attended this 
reunion.  Fr. Rege '68 Urban 
personally contacted all of 
his classmates and organized 
their own mini reunion inside 
of the much larger Class of 1968 reunion.   Fr. Rege shared 
the following comments with us about the Homecoming 
experience, “God and Mother Nature cooperated with 
our 50th anniversary reunion. Four of us from SFS played 
golf on Thursday while two were “caddies”. The parade on 
Friday was wonderful with no wind, lots of sunshine and 
a great crowd. The time between meals throughout the 
weekend was punctuated with lots of great sharing and 
catching up. It was as if we continued where we left off 10, 
25, and for some, even 50 years ago. I was very pleased 
with how everything went. Thanks for the cooperation of 
all at the TMP alumni office as well as the collaboration 
of the 50th reunion groups from Marian and St. Joe's.”   
These classmates were a lot of fun to visit with at the 
different Homecoming events.
 The Class of 1953 (65-year reunion) filled up the 
Deutschefest Trailer owned by Leo Dorzweiler, while the 
Class of 1958 and 1963 showed off how easy it is to climb 

class of 1953
65-year reunion

class of 1958
60-year reunion

class of 1968
50-year reunion

honor class

up onto the back of a semi-trailer, no matter what your 
age is. 
 The Mass for Deceased Alumni and the Dutch Lunch 
filled both the Marian Chapel and the school dining 
room this year with a great turnout.  Thank you to our 
wonderful TMP Food Service - they did another wonderful 
job making the lunch for us.  Their chicken noodle and 
green bean dumpling soups are so yummy!



class of 1988
30-year reunion
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TM

2018 
Homecoming 
Highlights

class of 1993
25-year reunion

honor class

class of 1998
20-year reunion

class of 2003
15-year reunion

class of 1983
35-year reunion

TM

class of 2008
10-year reunion

class of 2013
5-year reunion

 The Honor Class of 1993 was distinguished 
as the 25-year reunion class with classmate Joy 
'93 (Leiker) Kopcha speaking on their behalf at 
the banquet.  JoLynn '93 Ashmore has joined the 
alumni board.  Welcome aboard JoLynn!  

 The Class of 1988 celebrated their 30th 
reunion by getting class t-shirts made and setting 
up a fundraising project to benefit their alma 
mater.  They raised over $850.00 to purchase a 
camera and door buzzer for one door at school.  
Thank you Class of 1988!  
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Office Use Only

Amount: ____________

Date: _______________

Ck/Cash: ____________

Initials: _____________

Alumni Association of Thomas More Prep-Marian
               Annual Membership Information 

Name: __________________________________________________________

Maiden Name:  ___________________________________________________

Class Year: ________________   Spouse Class Year: ______________________

Street Address:   ___________________________________________________

City: ________________________________   State: ________________   Zip: _____________________

Preferred Home Phone: _____________________   Preferred Cell Phone: _________________________

Preferred Email Address: ________________________________________________________________

E-mail addresses are used to keep you updated on school/alumni events.  Please check your mailing label for 
membership dues information.  If dues are paid, the years listed will be the years your dues are paid up to, or 
"*****" will show your dues have not been paid.  "Lifetime" will be displayed if you are a lifetime member.  Under 
no circumstances is your personal information sold or given to a third party.  This information IS available for class 
lists for any alums of HCC, SJMA, GCHS, SFS, MHS, TMP or TMP-Marian. 

Annual Membership Dues ($20.00): ______________________________

Lifetime Membership ($200.00): ______________________________

Monogram Printing/Postage ($5.00): ______________________________

Capital Improvement Fund: ______________________________

Unrestricted Donation: ______________________________
(Please make check payable to Alumni Association of TMP-Marian for above donations.)

Other Annual TMP-Marian Memberships/Donations

St. Thomas More Society Donation: ______________________________

Endowment Foundation Donation: ______________________________

Fine Arts Booster Club Membership ($10.00): ______________________________

Parents/Teachers/Friends Membership ($10.00): ______________________________

Sports Booster Club Memb. Personal ($15.00)/Business ($25.00) ______________________________
 
Other Donation - Please Specify: __________________________ ______________________________

(Please make check payable to TMP-Marian for above donations.)

Double Your Donation?
Does your employer offer matching donation funds for 501(c)3 organizations?  
The Alumni Association, Endowment Foundation and TMP-Marian all qualify 
as non-profit organizations.  Let us know what we can do to help you set up 
matching contributions from your company to "double your donation" by 
contacting us at advancement@tmpmarian.org or 785-625-6577.
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Alumni Association of Thomas More Prep-Marian
Monogram Information

Submitted by: __________________________

Please list any current news about yourself, family, etc. that you wish to have printed in the Monogram.

Death(s)

Name of Deceased: ____________________________________________________________________________

Maiden Name: __________________________  Class Year: ________________  Date of Death: _______________

Survivors: Class Year (if applicable):

______________________________________________________________  _______________________

______________________________________________________________ _______________________

______________________________________________________________ _______________________

______________________________________________________________ _______________________

______________________________________________________________ _______________________

Birth(s)

Name of Child: __________________________________________ Date of Birth: ______________________

Father's Name: __________________________________________ Class Year: ________________________

Mother's Name: _________________________________________ Class Year: ________________________

Sibling(s) Names & Ages:________________________________________________________________________

Grandparents: ___________________________________________ Class Year: ________________________

Grandparents: ___________________________________________ Class Year: ________________________

Class Notes

____________________________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________________________

The Monogram is printed twice a year (summer issue in June/July and winter issue in November/December).
Please submit your information via this form or e-mail us at alumni@tmpmarian.org.

Visit our website at tmp-m.org for current events, contact information, donation options, etc.

May God bless you for your continued support and generosity.



Don't worry. 
You don't need a will.

The government will take 
care of it for you.

It sounds absurd, but what steps have you taken to preserve your legacy, provide for your family and 
protect all that you've worked so hard to attain?

The Endowment Foundation of Thomas More Prep-Marian can help you leave a lasting legacy through 
gift planning resources and education for your planned gifts. It may save you and your loved ones 

thousands in estate or capital gains taxes. Members of the Jean Ross Society have a plan that 
benefits your school. Find out how you can too. Take the first step. Request your free wills planning guide:

http://tmpmariangift.org
BEQUESTS GIFTS OF LAND         GIFTS OF STOCK                                  GIFTS OF INSURANCE
GIFTS OF RETIREMENT ASSETS         GIFTS OF GRAIN            IRA CHARITABLE ROLLOVERS
OTHER APPRECIATED PROPERTY         PLANNED GIVING NEWS & CALCULATORS & MUCH MORE

Troy Ruda 785.621.5427 | rudat@tmpmarian.org

HOW CAN WE HELP YOU?

I want to know more ways to increase my giving and save money for family and myself.

   Please contact me with more information about making a gift to your endowment.

   I would like to talk to someone about charitable life income plans.

  I have already included your organization in my will.

The best way to contact me is by:

 E-mail    Mail    Telephone

Name ______________________________

Street ______________________________

City ________________________________

State/Zip ____________________________

Phone ______________________________

E-mail ______________________________

(All inquiries are treated with complete confidentiality.)

This information is not intended as legal or financial advice. Contact your personal financial advisor for 
information specific to your situation.

Additional Comments/Questions:
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The St. Thomas More Society is made of hundreds of supporters of Catholic education at Thomas 
More Prep-Marian and our future Monarchs at Holy Family Elementary in Hays. They come from near 
and far. Some are young; some walked these halls many, many years ago. Some sent their children 
here. Some want only for others to have the same experiences they share. Some have never even seen 
our school. ALL members of the STMS provide gifts and prayers for the daily needs of our students 
and faculty in the classroom, on the field of competition, in their parishes, families, and community. 

See who they are at http://tmp-m.org/STMS

Yes! I want to be a part of the St. Thomas More Society

Please charge my:     Visa  MasterCard     Discover 

the amount of   $
On the 15th of each month from  to 

Name on Card (please print)

Card Number Expiration 

Signature

  Option A: Credit / Debit Card   Option B: Electronic Fund Transfer

Please debit my account:

the amount of   $
On the 15th of each month from                                  to   
 

Signature

Please enclose an UNSIGNED check marked “VOID” or a DEPOSIT SLIP 
from the appropriate account. 

 Option C: Bill Me

I Prefer to be billed:    
Quarterly
(March, June, September & 
December)

or 
 Annually 
Billing Month:                                                              

the amount of   $

Please accept my gift of:       $250   $500   $1,000   $2,000   $5,000   $10,000   $25,000 
 My commitment is enclosed with this card.
 I wish to make regular payments. (Please complete Installment Plan A, B, or C below)
 I pledge my prayers in support of Catholic Education         

 Other Amount $

  I prefer to receive a receipt with each pledge payment.
If you've elected to make payments toward a pledge, we will send you one receipt in January 2019 with all your 2018 gifts. 
If you check this box, however, we will gladly send you a receipt with each pledge payment.
Please refer to IRS Publication 526, Charitable Contributions, for more information on claiming your charitable donations on your income tax return. 

 I prefer my name not be 
publicized  regarding this pledge/gift. Name (Use business name if business donation.)

Address 

E-mai Phone

Street                                                                                                                                                                                                               City                                                                                  State                                                                          Zip

Business   Personal  Business   Personal   Mobile
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 1961 - Stephanie (Jacobs) Schumacher attended the 
National ALA presidential tour in Natoma this summer.
 1962 - Bob Swift is one of the last original Hays Wild 
West Festival committee members that is still active on 
the committee.  For all the time he has spent setting up 
the festival in the past 24 years, Bob has never actually 
watched one of the concerts!  He hopes to be around to 
help as long as he is able.  Thanks for your dedication!
 1963 - First Lt. Daniel Neuburger died in Vietnam in 
August of 1968.  His wife Susan, family members and 
friends had a ceremony to honor the 50th anniversary 
of his death in August in Ellis, Kansas.  Daniel's family 
includes his parents, the late Eddie & Kay Neuburger 
and his siblings Billie, Glen '67, Peggy, Kathleen, Tom 
(deceased), Mark (deceased), Donetta and Dean.  
Classmates Paul '63 Rohleder and Bill '63 Walters 
returned to be a part of the touching ceremony.  
 1965 - Sr. Mary Riedel CSA celebrated her Jubilee in 
June of this year.  Sr. Mary’s parents are the late Clarence 
'36 & Marietta '36 (Goetz) Riedel and her siblings are 
Larry '59 Riedel, Dennis “Denny” '61 Riedel & Dave '73 
Riedel.
 1966 - Mike Gnad and Deloyd Sander were pictured 
in the Hays Daily News as they made repairs to the 
limestone  wall on the Victory Gates in June.  Thanks to 
the donation of time and labor by these two gentlemen 
and the donation of the stone by Bob Wertenberger 
and Steve Paul of Paul-Wertenberger Construction, the 
Victory Gates are no longer in a state of disrepair!
 1967 - Phil & Brenda '69 (Dinkel) Schmeidler are 
delighted with the birth of their grandson Peyton Cyril 
Schmeidler on 7-6-18.  Peyton's parents are Nolan & 
Miranda Schmeidler and his 3-year old brother is Dalton 
James Schmeidler.  Congratulations!
 1968 - Wayne Lang was shown adding a fresh coat of 
paint to his cowboy-themed garage door in the HDN.  He 
is married to Tammy '77 (Barnes) Lang.
 1968 - Chuck Schmidt retired in 2018 and is now 
writing a book about his 34 years in education.  The title 
of the book is Tales From School, subtitled “You Can't 
Make this S**t Up!”  We can't wait to read it!
 1969 - Jeanette Bieker & Joe '74 Wilkerson were 
pictured in the HDN having their pictures taken with 
grandsons Joseph and Luke Hilger for Grandparents 
Day and then joining them for lunch at Holy Family 
Elementary School this fall.

 1945 - Art & Rosie '46 (Comeau) Karlin celebrated 
their 70th wedding anniversary on 9-7-18.  Their children 
are Sue '69 (Karlin) Pfannenstiel, Bob '70 Karlin & Tom 
'74 Karlin.  Here's to many more years of wedded bliss!
 1946 - Esther (Pfannenstiel) Wasinger was the 
center of attention for her 90th birthday party, hosted 
by her children at Thirsty's Brew Pub in July.  Esther's 
children are  Tom '66 Wasinger, Tim '67 (& Sandra '68 
Rohr) Wasinger, the late Greg '70 Wasinger, Randy 
Wasinger, Sue '77 (Wasinger) (& Ora) Hoogendoorn 
& Nate Wasinger and her siblings are Norbert '49 
Pfannenstiel, Louise '50 (Pfannenstiel) Dechant, Harvey 
'52 Pfannenstiel, the late Marie '53 (Pfannenstiel) 
Gabel, Rosie '61 (Pfannenstiel) Werth, Cliff '63 Werth, 
Charlene '67 Werth & Sandy '70 (Pfannenstiel) Keil.
 1950 - Amerigo “Ace” & Barb Evangelisti spent the 
summer in Colorado.  While there, they visited with Bob 
'50 & Zita '51 (Rupp) Zimmerman.  He said “SJMA is 
such a great treasure of happenings and TMP is always 
in my prayers.  Hello to all the living classmates of 1950!” 
 1950 - Marvin Pfannenstiel and his wife Jane are 
bursting with pride over their 17 grandchildren and 23 
great-grandchildren, with another great-grandchild to 
be added soon!
 1952 - Paul & Judy Bissing were expecting their 
twelfth great-grandchild in August of this year!  They 
have eight grandchildren and were looking forward to 
the newest blessing.  Paul wrote “I have been retired for 
almost 27 years... never expected to live this long!  Life is 
good!”  We wholeheartedly agree Paul, life IS good!
 1956 - Peter Werth returned to Hays in November 
to give a presentation at Fort Hays State University's 
Entrepreneur Series.
 1958 - Marvin “Curly” & Tamy Leiker had their home 
and metal treasures featured in the Hays Daily News Das 
Haus magazine in August.  Curly started his business of 
Curly's Metal Art in the 1960's using found metal objects, 
such as wrenches, nails, wing nuts, etc. along with wood, 
bones, gourds and various other items to create art for 
his home and business. 
 1961 - Fr. Earl Befort O.F.M. Cap. was pictured on 
the front page of the One magazine (publication of the 
Ellis County Ministerial Alliance in the Hays Daily News) 
sprinkling holy water over Holy Family Elementary 
students and their animals during the school's pet 
blessing ceremony on October 4th.   

NotesClass
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 1969 - Eber Phelps, Democratic candidate for the 111th 
State House District will be running against classmate 
Tom '69 Wasinger's wife, Barb Wasinger (Republican) in 
the November election.  Both participated in a debate at 
Fort Hays State University in October.
 1969 - Colin Schmidt informed us that he currently 
works for an IT consulting company.  Recently he 
left a long term contract in Richmond, VA for a short 
one in Raleigh, NC, then another in Tampa, FL and is 
now working remotely in Stillwater, OK for a client in 
Charleston, SC.  Retirement is illusive!!
 1970 - Jim Buchheister retired in September, 2017 
after 12 years with Blackbaud, Inc. as a Financial Systems 
Consultant and 21 years with the Kansas State University 
Foundation.  He has generously agreed to serve on the 
Advisory Endowment Board of TMP-Marian.
 1971 - Celina (Walters) & Gene Beilman  
commemorated  their 45th wedding anniversary at 
Rock Haven Spa and with a Mass at St. Nicholas of Myra 
Church in Hays.  Children of the couple are Natasha 
(Beilman) Fernandez, Nicole (Beilman) Callahan, Chelsea 
Beilman & Carissa (Beilman) Gray.  
 1971 - Allen Schmidt has been asked by Gov. Jeff '78 
Colyer to serve a four-year term on the Kansas Board 
of Regents, which is the governing board of the six 
state universities and coordinating board for the state's 
32 public higher education institutions.  He will need 
to be confirmed by the Senate before he becomes a 
member of the board.    Allen currently works part-time 
for DSNWK and also serves on the Governor's KanCare 
Advisory Council and on the Kansas Civil Service Board.
 1974 - Glenn Braun, Chief Judge of the 23rd Judicial 
District (Ellis, Rooks, Trego & Gove counties), was 
appointed to sit with the Kansas Supreme Court to hear 
oral arguments and then confer with the justices in 
their deliberations and decision drafting on a case this 
fall.  Glenn has also introduced the Ellis County Drug 
Court program, a specialty court whose aim is to reduce 
the number of drug related cases by offering strict 
supervision with drug testing and other requirements 
from the offenders.  Its goal is to have the drug offenders 
graduate from the program and beat the addiction that 
often brings them back to the court system again and 
again.
 1974 - John & Barbara (Clark) Karlin celebrated their 
40th wedding anniversary on June 9, 2018 along with the 
birth of two grandchildren!  A boy, Bennett to daughter 
Meridith (Karlin) & John May and a girl, Brooklyn to son 
Chris & Megan (Brouk) Karlin.  Congratulations three 
times!
 1974 - Bob Schmidt recently qualified to participate 
in the 2019 National Senior Games Track & Field 
Championships in Albuquerque, New Mexico.  He 
qualified in the 100m dash, shot put and javelin throw.  

 1975 - Chris & Dana Goetz celebrated their 40th 
wedding anniversary on July 8, 2018.  They have two 
daughters, Jennifer '98 Goetz & Laura (Goetz) Buhlig 
along with six grandchildren.
 1975 - Ramie Wasinger was pictured in the HDN 
buying a glass of lemonade this summer from children at 
a lemonade stand at Readle Real Estate.
 1977 - Michelle (Pfannenstiel) Francis officially 
retired from the Manhattan Public School District as of 
June 1st of this year.  She was an elementary teacher for 
34 years.
 1977 - Robert & Renee '78 (Harris) Hoffman 
welcomed twin grandchildren Lexi Lee and Luke Conrad 
to the family on 8-27-18.  They were born in Wichita, 
Kansas to Nathan & Kristen Hoffman and have two older 
brothers, Jameson and Chase.  Their other grandparents 
are Alan & Penny Seiwert.  This makes a total of ten 
grandchildren for the Hoffmans!
 1978 - Gov. Jeff Colyer returned to Hays several 
times during his tenure as governor, first to participate 
in the Wild West Festival parade and then for the Ellis 
County Fair in July.  Although he lost his bid to run for 
re-election, we are very proud of the job he has done as 
Kansas governor!
 1978 - Mark Tallman, Associate Executive Director for 
Advocacy for the Kansas Association of School Boards, 
prepared a report on how Kansas K-12 funding has 
been growing much slower than total income of Kansas 
residents and spending on most personal goods and 
services since 2010.  There is a strong, positive correlation 
between education funding, educational attainment, 
higher state average income and lower poverty rates.

Official Gear
& Merchandise
On-Line Store

www.shop.tmp-m.org

Check out the new items (like this 
fabulous SJMA hat) at the TMP-
Marian on-line store and fill your 
closet with Monarch pride!  It's a 
great way to spend your Christmas 
cash (or any  cash), support your 
Sports Booster Club and look 
fashionable, all at the same time!  
(Shipping is available for out of town 
purchases.)

Great 
Christmas
Gift Ideas!
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 1980 - Tony Rohr, Gould Evans principal, spoke on the 
Fundamentals of Leadership in Design panel at the 2018 
AIA National Conference in New York City.  His firm won 
the Chicago Athenaeum 2018 American Architecture 
Awards for their project for the Missouri Innovation 
Campus and the SRPMIC (Salt River Pima Maricopa 
Indian Community) Justice Center.  Tony has also offered 
his expertise in designing the new Fr. Blaine Burkey 
Learning Commons.
 1981 - Curt & Kaye Hoffman are feeling very blessed 
with the birth of their first grandbaby, Robert “Stetson” 
Dickinson on 4-20-18.  Stetson's parents are Robert 
“Casey” & Katelyn Dickinson.
 1981 - Robert & Donna Rupp, along with Scott 
& Mary Downing, became grandparents to a new 
granddaughter Lexi Ann Downing, daughter of Logan 
& Chelsea Downing, on 9-18-18.  Lexi has a sister, Jozi 
Marie, age 2. 
 1982 - Jane (Geist) & Reggie Zeman celebrated their 
35th wedding anniversary in October with a blessing of 
their vows and a family dinner hosted by their children, 
Cody '04 & Jenna Zeman and Christopher '07 Zeman.
 1984 - Kim (Gabel) Schmidtberger participated in 
the HRC Turkey Trot 5K run in November, placing third in 
her age group.  Daughter Cammie '11 (Schmidtberger) 
Whisman (Kim's running partner), also ran in the Turkey 
Trot 10K and placed first in her age group.  Great job 
ladies!
 1985 - Scott Wasinger was presented with a Quilt 
of Valor during a break at the Ellis County rodeo this 
summer.  The quilt was presented to honor Scott for 
serving his country in the U.S. Army, including Desert 
Storm 22 years ago.  Thank you for your service!
 1989 - Myron Dreiling is proud of his wife Monica, 
who received a $500 honorarium with her application for 
the Presidential Awards in Math and Science Teaching.  
She was honored with the news at the Kansas Excellence 
in Math and Science Teaching Conference Awards in 
Wichita this past June.  Monica also was named one of 
the three state finalists and will have her submission 
reviewed at the national level.
 1991Sp - Aaron & Rochelle Werth celebrated the 
marriage of their daughter Maryssa Werth to Zach 
McClure, son of Rob & Jennifer McClure, on 10-14-17.  
The couple was married at the Basilica of St. Fidelis with 
Fr. John '83 Schmeidler O.F.M. Cap. officiating.
 1992 - Leslie (Moore) Olmstead and her sister Aimee 
'93 (Moore) Brisco hosted a surprise 50th wedding 
anniversary party and dance for their parents Don & 
Jolene Moore.  They also took a family trip to Lake of the 
Ozarks that included grandchildren Logan '19 Olmstead, 
Morgan '21 Olmstead & Kolby Olmstead (HFE).  Jolene 
is a volunteer in the Endowment Foundation of TMP-
Marian.

 1994 - Jeff Brull has accepted the position of Executive 
Director for the HaysMed Foundation after the retirement 
of Ruth Heffel.  He joined the team last year as a 
development officer.  Jeff is married to Julie '96 (Moeder) 
Brull and their children are Jensen '23 Brull, Jenna Brull & 
Jaden Brull (Holy Family Elementary).
 1995 - Rachel (Reynolds) Wentling, principal at Holy 
Family Elementary and Fr. Barry Brinkman unearthed a 
20-year old time capsule at HFE during TMP-Marian's 
Homecoming week in September.  When St. Joseph 
Catholic Church's Tri-Parish Elementary School relocated to 
the Immaculate Heart of Mary Catholic Church complex in 
1998, it was renamed Holy Family and the time capsule was 
buried at the flagpole.  Both students and staff were excited 
and curious to see the contents from former students and 
teachers.  A new capsule was buried on October 25th and 
will be opened in another 20 years in 2038.  Tracy '96 
(Gore) Perrett, HFE administrative assistant, carried the 
capsule around for each child to touch and Rachel read a 
prayer before it was buried again by custodian Larry Dinkel.

Resurrection Vineyard & Farm Wine Tasting
 Top (L-R) Mike Sadeghi, Pat Schumacher, Bill Klaus, 
Galen '80 Romme, Allen '71 Schmidt, Tom Meis and Galen 
Pfeifer and bottom (L-R) Cathy Pfeifer, Laura '78 (Schmidt) 
Sadeghi, Cindy Romme, May '76 (Ewert) Schumacher, 
Brenda '81 (Gottschalk) Klaus, Ellen Schmidt and Janette 
Meis all enjoyed the wine tasting event hosted by the 
Schmidt family at Resurrection Vineyard.  Allen '71 & 
Ellen Schmidt, Brett & Ashley Schmidt, Nick '15 & Hannah 
'13 (Dreiling) Schmidt and Mike and Laura '78 (Schmidt) 
Sadeghi donated this wine tasting event to ACE 2018.
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Rain, rain, go away, come again 
another day.  That was the consensus  
of everyone Homecoming week.  We 

held our breath for the bonfire to no avail, as for the second 
straight year it was rained out.  Friday turned out to be a 
great day for one of our parades.  As a matter of fact, Friday 
was a very busy day.  A lot of alums checked out the school, 
some for the first time since they left.  It is always a lot of 
fun to talk to the boarder students.  They talk about not 
having the dorms at school anymore.  There are a lot of 
mixed emotions over this topic.  Their lives were changed 
and they cherish the friendships made during high school.  
Some can't believe the school still looks the same.  
 We had one of our largest parades.  From 17th Street 
to the swimming pool on Main St., the viewers were packed 
on both sides of the street to watch.  It was fantastic!  We 
lost our football game by points, but we were #1 in spirit 
and pride.  My great-nephew Ethan ‘19 Lang and Emily  ‘19 
Schippers were crowned Homecoming King and Queen.  
Our new Bishop Gerald Vincke, along with Fr. Earl '61 Befort 
and Fr. Rege '68 Urban celebrated the Mass for Deceased 
Alumni.  Trilogy (Rick '68 Rupp, Leroy Schmidtberger and 
Jerry Schmidtberger) supplied the music for this Mass 
and made it quite special.  The Marian Chapel was filled 
to the brim.  The Dutch Lunch was crowded.  The green 
bean dumpling and chicken noodle soups with sandwiches, 
rawburger and of course tomato beer were enjoyed by 
many.
 The class reunion organizers did a superb job in 
rounding up their classmates for the reunion parties and 
banquet.  Congrats and thank you to all.  The banquet 
was well attended and the speakers all brought a different 
version of their class antics.  We had the privilege of having 
our Kansas Governor, Jeff '78 Colyer attend and speak along 
with Brenda '78 (Schmidt) Meade, honoring their 40-year 
reunion.  Bob '68 Wolf was one of the lead organizers for 
the 50-year class of 1968 and did an excellent job getting 
classmates together throughout the years for fun 
times.  This reunion, he worked with Fr. Rege '68 
Urban from the 1968 St. Francis Seminary class.  
The seminarians returned 15 out of 19 students.  
This class has four priests and classmate Vicky 
Sp'68 (Korbe) Hammerschmidt and her husband 
Dennis have a son who is also a priest, Fr. Gale '90 
Hammerschmidt.  Their class speakers did a great 
job.  Chuck '68 Schmidt spoke on behalf of the 
cadets, Imelda '68 Koett for Marian High and Ray 
'68 Degenhardt for the seminarians.  Ray shared 
what it was like studying to become a priest.  The 
25-year class of 1993 also had a good turnout.  

Joy '93 (Leiker) Kopcha spoke on behalf of her class and 
also did a wonderful job.  Troy '93 Ruda, our Advancement 
Director is in this class.  I had to rib him.  The 40-year class 
had a governor, the 50-year class had 5 priests and the 25-
year class - well they had Troy!  Everyone had a fun time, 
visiting and dancing late into the evening.  Some didn't 
want to see the evening end - Tom '63 Walters, Mel '63 
Sauer, our newest board member, Jolynn '93 Ashmore and 
other members of her class closed the place down. 
 My cousin Arlen '53 Walters accepted his 2017 Point 
of Light award at this year's alumni banquet in front of 
a large turnout of his classmates celebrating their 65th 
reunion.  Ernie '53 & Joan Horinek brought us some wine 
from Wisconsin - it was very good.  This Class of 1953 is so 
very special to us, they are always looking for a project at 
TMP-Marian that will benefit the students and staff.  Thank 
you for all you do and continue to do!
 Remembering our deceased since the last Monogram 
always brings me sadness.  Marion '49 Schmidt (former 
teacher and coach) passed away in August (see article on 
page 9).  For the Marian High girls, his wife Donna Schmidt 
was our English teacher.  Donna fell shortly after Marion's 
death - we hope you are getting along better, take care.  
Classmate and cousin Coralee '66 (Kuntzsch) Klein lost her 
husband Edwin '63 Klein.  Fran '48 (Herl) Diehl and Lila '50 
(Herl) Staab (the Herl girls on our Victory Rd. street sign), lost 
their sister Leora '51 (Herl) Haas.  These ladies are always 
attending TMP-Marian functions and support everything we 
do.  Friends, Norman '51 Ruder, Steve '75 Schmidt, Craig 
'89 Walters, Ramona Kippes (former MHS teacher), Lonny 
Claycamp, Marian Dreiling, Verlin Dreiling, Susie Ruder, 
Gene Wellbrock (who always had a smile, a nice handshake 
and hello for me), Martina 'Tina' Staab (mother of Leon '65 
Staab - my cohort in crime), Annette Leikam (mother of Bob 
'75 & wife Trudy '77 (Herrman) Leikam), relatives Charlotte 
(Weigel) Jacobs and Olmer Wittman all passed away.  My 
dad used to play accordian with Olmer in some of the bands 
back in the day at some of those old German wedding 
dances.  Duane '62 Leiker was a good friend and classmate 
of Bob's and a groomsman in our wedding.  My dear friend 
James 'Jim' '70 Staab died.  His daughter Trish  and my 
daughter Dawn '97 (Billinger) Rajewski were on a traveling 
softball team and Jim and his wife Terry always took Dawn 
with them when I was unable to go.  The last summer 
they played, we all went to Dallas, TX for a World Softball 
tournament where half of the girls were TMP-M grads.   

Wanda's Corner

Alumni Director
Wanda ‘66 Billinger

 Guy '68 Windholz sent this photo cartoon 
out after Homecoming featuring Alumni 
Director Wanda '66 (Weigel) Billinger and 
Tom '66 Wasinger.
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Those were some great memories.  Long-time supporter, 
Roy Brungardt also passed away in August.  Roy and his 
wife Karen attended a lot of ACE auctions along with other 
fundraising events like the Sports Booster Club raffle.  In 
November, we lost more friends, Dr. Anne Christine (Kelly) 
Walters (wife of Jim '66 Walters), Millie Flax (mother of 
alums, Melinda '74 (Flax) Dreiling, Ron '75 Flax, Joan '77 
(Flax) Youmans and Lucy '78 (Flax) Hutchison), Dave '72 
Hertel (brother of Mike '73 Hertel, Kathy '76 Hertel and 
John '83 Hertel) and Marvin Rupp (husband of Shirley '48 
(Rupp) Rupp and father of Andrew Rupp, Amy '83 (Rupp) 
Perez and the late Steve Rupp).  I will miss talking German 
to Marvin at Kuhn's and the use of his convertible in the 
Homecoming parade.  They have been very generous in 
their donations to your alma mater.  To all of the families - 
our deepest sympathy to each and every one of you.  Your 
family members are greatly missed and may they all find 
peace in God's loving arms.
 This is a note to the parents of graduates of Thomas 
More Prep-Marian.  When we were going over our database 
for Homecoming, we noticed a lot of our younger alums still 
have their parents home address.  We are trying to keep 
our records updated.  Please help us... when your child 
has a fairly permanent address, let us know.  Many of the 
phone calls we receive about someone not receiving this 
semi-annual newsletter is because we do not have their 
current mailing address.   (Check out pages 17 & 18 of this 
issue.)  When you pay your alumni dues or make donations 
to the alumni office, you are funding the alumni office in 
many of the projects done each year for your alma mater.  It 
can't be done without the incredible support received each 
year from our amazing alumni.  On another note - please 
give serious consideration into becoming penny donors 
(see page 5) to the ACE Auction.  We would love to build up 
the number of annual penny donors to the auction.  This 
can be done among individual family members, in memory 
of a loved one, in honor of someone or by a large group 
of classmates like the Class of 1977 and 1978 are doing.  
These funds directly increase the amount of income for the 
school budget which is critical for the education of today's 
students.  
 Our office staff took a real beating this summer.  Kathy 
Kaseforth had surgery on her left ankle in July and was in a 
cast, moving around the office on a scooter, graduated to 
a walking cast and then boot over the next two months.  
Mary '77 (Wilkerson) Lang injured her left ankle in early 
August and walked around in a boot and crutches and then 
while I was in Branson, MO with Dawn, I fell and twisted 
my left ankle and came back with it all wrapped up and 
hobbling around.  Nobody wanted to come into our office 
at school - they thought we were jinxed!
 Bob '68 Wolf had a special edition S.J.M.A. cadet cap 
designed for his class reunion and has given me permission 
to sell these caps for Sports Booster Club for $25.00 each.  
They are displayed on page 22 of this issue of the Monogram 
and can be purchased via our on-line store.
 Darrell '61 Mudd is in the process of compiling a new 
book on Coach Al Billinger's coaching and teaching career.  
Should be some great articles and photos.  We are so proud 
to have Darrell interested in writing about S.J.M.A. and 
Thomas More Prep-Marian boys basketball.  Our tradition 
is so strong - that is why we are second to no one and the 
envy of many!

 GO MONARCHS! 

 1996 - Rebecca Ruder-Coleman informed us that her 
son, Cesar Duran, has been accepted and will be attending 
Massachusetts Institute of Technology with pursuits of 
computer programming and engineering fields.  Cesar's 
grandparents are Harvey '74 & Roxie Ruder.
 1996 - Eddie Perrett and his father Harold Perrett were 
pictured on Hays Post placing U.S. flags in business and 
homeowner's yards on 9-11-18.  Members of the Kiwanis 
Club usually put the flags out on Labor Day, but due to 
inclement weather that day, put them out on Patriot Day 
instead.  Eddie is married to Tracy '96 (Gore) Perrett and 
they have two children, Seth '21 Perrett & Ben Perrett 
(a future Monarch and current student at Holy Family 
Elementary). 
 2000 - Andrew & Laura Dowling announce the arrival 
of their first child, Drew Thomas Dowling on 1-2-18.  Drew 
and his mother share the same birthday!  His grandparents 
are Bill & Lynn Dowling of Hays and Susan & the late Warren 
Russo of Lenexa, Kansas.
 2000 - Sarah Glassman & Brady Weston were married 
on 9-8-18 in New York City.  Sarah's parents are Rich & 
Cheryl Sp'74 (Maxwell) Glassman.
 2000 - Dustin Schumacher, coach for the summer Hays 
Sr. Eagles baseball team, started off on a high note with a 30-
win season and claimed the Wild West Festival Tournament 
championship this summer!
 2001 - Ryan Hammerschmidt & Nicole Witt were married 
on 6-9-18.  Parents of the couple are Bruce & Janice Witt 
and Mark & Bernice Hammerschmidt.
 2001 - Josh Steward, Assistant Commonweath Attorney 
for the state of Virginia, has been conducting trainings for 
prosecutors statewide on the application of the principle 
of “forfeiture by wrongdoing”, a Published Opinion in the 
case of the Commonweath of Virginia vs. Kevin Cody.  The 
idea behind this published opinion is that a defendant 
shall not benefit where they have significantly interfered 
with the appearance of a witness including the exercise of 
persuasion and control over that witness.  The application 
of this precedent is a game-changer in the fight against 
domestic violence.  
 2002 - Shelly (Wolf) New is the associate director 
of McKinney Boyd High School's orchestra program in 
McKinney, TX.  Under her leadership, the 6 orchestras that 
make up the school's program earned numerous honors, 
including placing in the finals of the State Honor Orchestra 
competition, becoming a national winner in the 2017 Mark 
of Excellence competition and performing at the Midwest 
International Band and Orchestra Clinic in Chicago.  Shelly 
previously taught in Hutchinson, where she earned the 
2009 Teacher of the Year award from the Kansas American 
String Teachers Assn.  Shelly plays fiddle and provides vocals 
for The Bodraks, an Americana string band, which tours and 
released two albums.  She and her husband Greg have two 
sons and her parents are Bob '68 & Susan Wolf.
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 2003 - Cathy (Dowling) & Bradley Grosscup are doubly 
delighted but also doubly tired with the birth of their 
twins, daughter Annie Josephine & son Benjamin James 
on 3-17-18!    Older sister Jane Marie, age 2 is excited to 
help Mom and Dad take care of her new siblings.  Their 
grandparents are Bill & Lynn Dowling from Hays, Kansas 
and Bryan & Ruth Grosscup from Lincoln, Nebraska.
 2004 - Aaron Breit has accepted the head baseball 
coach position at TMP-Marian, taking over the position 
from Dusty '04 Washburn (Dusty will be an asst. baseball 
coach at FHSU).  Aaron has been the assistant baseball 
coach the past several years.  Troy '89 Schulte said, 
“Coach Breit has great knowledge of the game and more 
importantly is an outstanding role model for our male 
athletes.”  He is married to Jami '06 (Brull) Breit.  
 2004 - Ashley (Stieben) Lamb & sister Amber '04 
(Stieben) Weigel joined their mother Dorothy Stieben 
when presenting a check to Fr. Fred Gatschet at the 
Comeau Catholic Campus Center in Hays.  The Stieben 
family will match, dollar-for-dollar up to $100,000.00 
any donations to a fund to endow religious activities by 
the Campus Center for the spiritual well-being of FHSU 
college students.  Dorothy and her family are strong 
believers of the Catholic faith and want to make sure 
that faith continues in the lives of young people.  Ashley 
& Amber's other siblings are Stephanie '93 Stieben and 
Jeremy '95 Stieben. 

 2004 - Cody Zeman & Jenna Salem were married 
on 5-19-18.  Parents of the couple are Reggie & Jane 
'82 (Geist) Zeman from Schoenchen, Kansas and David 
& Renee Salem of St. John, Kansas.  Cody's brother 
Christopher '07 Zeman served as his best man.
 2005 - Kyle Kirmer & Kaci Smith were wed on 11-9-18.  
Kyle's parents are Dennis & Jan Kirmer and his siblings are 
Brandy '00 Kirmer & Kaylee '10 Kirmer.  Congratulations 
Kyle & Kaci!
 2005 - Jerome & Angela Schmeidler are elated with 
the birth of their daughter Magdalene Ann Schmeidler on 
9-6-17.  She was welcomed by her grandparents Gary '78 
& Elizabeth Schmeidler and uncles Paul '08 Schmeidler & 
Roy '14 Schmeidler.  (Correction from Summer issue of 
the Monogram.)
 2005 - Benjamin & Toni Whitmer, along with son Layne 
(age 5), added daughter Molly JoAnn Whitmer to their 
growing family on 8-8-18.  Layne & Molly's grandparents 
are the late Richard D. & Jennifer '80 (Frank) Whitmer 
and Todd & Tamela Nelson.
 2006 - Dr. Aaron M. Pfeifer MD, has joined the 
medical staff of HaysMed as a full-time physician in the 
Emergency Department.  He completed medical school at 
the University of Kansas School of Medicine in Kansas City 
and did his residency training in emergency medicine at 
Western Michigan Homer Stryker MD School of Medicine 
in Kalamazoo, Michigan.  Welcome back home!

 At the 2018 Military Appreciation 
supper, many veterans were able 
to present their grandsons or 
nephews with their “cadet” game 
jerseys.  Here are a few photos...  
(Top Left) Kaleb '19 Hagans and 
his grandfathers, Alan Hagans & 
Larry Tasset.  (Top Center) Grant '19 
Ginther poses with his grandfather 
Richard Shimanek.  (Top Right) 
Matthew '22 Hess receives a hand 
shake and jersey from Ken '54 Staab.  
(Left) Hunter '19 Jacobs received 
his jersey from his grandfather 
Clarence '57 Jacobs and two uncles, 
Jim '67 Dinkel and Kenny Dinkel. 
(Right) Jace '22 Wentling was proud 
to receive his game jersey from his 
grandfather, Gary Wentling.Military appreciation
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Military Appreciation Night
 The Thomas More Prep-Marian football parents and new 
head football coach David Bowen launched the fourth annual 
Military Appreciation Night activities on October 11-12, 2018.  
Ashley Steiner, TMP-M Communications Manager, met with 
Coach Bowen and his parent co-chairs, Tony & Kelly Lagree,  
Jay & Bobbi Pfeifer and Ryan & Stephanie Hagans to organize 
this annual event.  On Thursday night, football parents, SJMA 
cadets and all past veterans and present military personnel 
were invited to attend a barbeque supper prepared by Billy 
Sims BBQ.  The guest speaker was Lt. Col. Molly Gillock.  Molly 
brought her command along and Capt. Ayers also shared a 
few comments with the crowd about recruitment. 
 Sponsors for Military Appreciation were Danny '93 
Dinkel, Farm Bureau Financial Services; Todd Gilliland, Farm 
Implement & Supply; Danny Herman, Golden Q and John & 
Lisa '88 (Haas) Flynn, GoneLogo, Inc.  Other donors included 
the Alumni Association of Thomas More Prep-Marian, Auto 
World, Classic Quality Body Shop, Nex-Tech Wireless, Hays 
Chevrolet, Lewis Automotive, WalMart Supercenter, Kippes 
Insurance and M & D Excavating.  
 On a very, very cold Friday evening, everyone enjoyed 
tailgating as the junior high football team served up hot 
hamburgers and hotdogs prepared by the high school parents 
on a large barbeque grill supplied by Nex-Tech.  The National 
Guard Color Guard presented the colors for pregame while 
Kathy Dreiling-Amrein sang the National Anthem.  
 At half-time, the American Legion Patriot Guard motorcycles circled the football field on the 
track as the TMP-Marian Band marched onto the field led by Kathy Dreiling-Amrein for the half-time 
presentation.  St. Joseph Military Academy cadets, current military and veterans were led onto the 
field by Athletic Director Troy '89 
Schulte and Assistant Principal Bob 
'75 Leikam.  Principal Chad Meitner 
and Advancement Director Troy '93 
Ruda escorted the sponsors onto the 
field and presented them with team 
autographed footballs.  In the photo to 
the right, the Monarch football team 
led by head football coach David Bowen 
ran out onto the football field waving 
flags loaned by the Hays Kiwanis Club 
for pre-game.  In addition, we wish to 
thank the Minneapolis High School 
football team and head coach Jhon 
Haehn for their participation.
 In these troubled times with so 
much political turmoil, it is important to recognize and honor all of those individuals that put their life 
on the line for our country and their communities.  We thank and pray for all of our heroes, veterans, 
current military, policeman, firemen and all first responders.  May God bless you for your service.
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Message from the President
The fiscal year which ended May 31, 2018, provided 
another strong year of growth in the funds managed by 
the Endowment Foundation.  Of course, the Endowment 
serves two purposes – to provide for near-term support 
of the school operations and to build a long-term fund 
that will ultimately be able to support both operations 
and capital investments.

The TMP-Marian Endowment Board held its annual 
meeting on October 30th, 2018. This was the first 
meeting with our new Bishop, Gerald Vincke as chairman. 
The Bishop supports our mission and explained how 
important Catholic Schools are to the mission of the 
Diocese of Salina. As in the past, our meeting consisted 
of our review of the audited annual report from our 
accounting firm as well as our investment report, which 
allows us to review asset allocations and investment 
performance.
  
The Endowment's total assets grew to $8 million this year, 
which is a $900,000 increase over this time last year. The 
growth can be attributed to the gifts and donations from 
our many benefactors, plus a nice investment return on 
the portfolio. The Endowment will provide $347,066  to  
school for the 2019-2020 school year. 

On behalf of the TMP-Marian Endowment Board, I 
would like to thank all those who have supported the 
Endowment this year and in the past. Please find it in 
your hearts to support the Endowment, as it plays a 
huge role in providing children a Catholic education. 

Respectfully,
Jim '77 Braun
Endowment President
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Investment Overview and Objectives
The Endowment Foundation has a long-established 
investment policy that is reviewed regularly and 
adapted to general market conditions as needed.  At 
a high level, the Foundation is authorized to invest in 
equities up to 75% of the managed holdings, though 
the portfolio has trended closer to 60%.  Currently, 
54% of the portfolio is invested in equities, with 24% in 
bonds and 21% in cash and liquid assets.  With respect 
to the equities held by the Foundation, the overall goal 
is to keep those investments in issuances with a value 
objective.
Relative to standard benchmarks, the portfolio of the 
Foundation has performed well over the past several 
years.  Below are the returns for various short- and 
long-term periods.
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contribute to the school's operations. The amount 
determined is 5% of the annual audited funds based 
on a 5-year average. This average helps maintain a 
consistent contribution that minimizes fluctuation due 
to the annual return on investments.

Endowments are not easily understood! The basic 
value of TMP-Marian's Endowment is to know that 
it is making immediate impact on the school and 
is situated to continue to help fund the school into 
the foreseeable future. Your contributions to the 
Endowment Foundation, whether by direct funds, 
memorials or estate planning are the current and 
future financial stability of our Catholic school. The 
greater our Endowment Foundation is valued, the 
more it is able to help grow the mission of Catholic 
education.

Troy '93 Ruda
Advancement Director

 From the Advancement Director
While continuing to contribute nearly $1 million 
annually toward the nearly $5 million joint operating 
budget of TMP-Marian and Holy Family Elementary, 
programs such as the St. Thomas More Society and 
the Auction for Christian Education are crucial for the 
operations of the schools but they are finite in nature. 
As we look at the individual TMP-Marian budget, the 
Endowment is among the most critical funding arms 
and the one with the greatest potential for growth. 
A simple way to understand how the Endowment 
Foundation operates is to think of it as the savings 
account for the school. This savings account is 
separate from readily available funds such as the St. 
Thomas More Society and the funds are categorized 
in a couple of manners, unendowed and endowed.
Unendowed donations are invested and the principal 
and growth are available for use either as necessary 
or in accordance with restrictions from the donor. 
Donations with restrictions are moved into the 
Advancement office for restricted use. Donations 
with no restrictions are held within the Endowment 
Foundation and can be requested by the school for 
purposes that are not in the general operating budget. 
Endowed gifts are invested and only their growth is 
available for use. These gifts usually have a principal 
larger that $10,000 and are also classified as either 
restricted or unrestricted. The key importance of the 
endowed funds is that the principal always remains 
intact and will continue to grow for years to come. 
Endowed funds are best thought of as a retirement 
account that is meant to last into the future. 

Annually, the Endowment Foundation looks at the 
unrestricted funds, both endowed and unendowed 
and determines the amount they are able to 
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Endowment Foundation of 
Thomas More Prep-Marian, Inc.

Board Members

Chairman/Majority Shareholder:
Most Reverend Gerald Vincke

Bishop of Salina
Jim Braun – President                Pam Mayers
Mark Bieker – Secretary     Dean Haselhorst
Bill Dowling – Treasurer                 Kim Rupp

Galen Romme – Past President

Endowment Office Support:  Jolene Moore 
                                                   Debbie Dinges

Advancement Director:  Troy Ruda

The Endowment Foundation has enjoyed several years of strong growth in the funds managed by the Foundation, both 
through returns on the investments, and new investments from our benefactors.  This in turn provides the resources 
with which the Endowment Foundation delivers ongoing support to the mission of Thomas More Prep-Marian Junior/
Senior High School.
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 We need your help!  Did you play 
basketball for coach Al Billinger anytime from 
1951 to 1985 or were you one of his students?
 A book to be published about Al “Coach” 
Billinger is on the drawing-board with a release 
date of mid-year, 2019.  The manuscript is 
being worked upon by Al's children, Roxie '66 
(Billinger) Von Lintel, Alan '63 Billinger, Steve 
'68 Billinger, Greg '70 Billinger and led by local 
author, Darrell '61 S. Mudd.
 This group is looking for memories of Coach 
Al, from individuals who would like to be quoted 
in this upcoming bestseller published book.
 Author D.S. Mudd is your contact person 
and all book sale proceeds will be donated for 
the upkeep/maintenance of the Al Billinger 
Fieldhouse.  Please contact Darrell soon.

Darrell S. Mudd
303-717-4599

dswmudd@gmail.com

Attn. Students & Basketball 
Players -- 1951 to 1985

 Over 60 volunteers participated in the bierock sale on 
Friday, November 16, 2018.  Over 350 dozen bierocks were 
made.  We appreciate all the volunteers and individuals 
that made or purchased these bierocks and cookie dough.  

Bierock Sale
             is a
                     Success!

HUGE     
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Homecoming Events
 Include Newly Ordained 

Bishop Gerald Vincke 

 2007 - Fr. Andy Hammeke spoke at the Catholic 
Daughter Court 1972 meeting in Salina in October, where 
he shared about his life and his journey to the priesthood.
 2007 - Kyle Hammerschmidt & Amy Regier were wed 
on 7-20-18.  Parents of the couple are Myron & Lori Regier 
and Mark & Bernice Hammerschmidt.
 2007 - Scott Stramel & Clare Riordan announce their 
engagement and forthcoming wedding date of 12-29-18.  
Parents of the couple are Kevin & the late Lynette '79 
(Gross) Stramel and Rob & Maureen Riordan.
 2008 - Dr. Christine Dowling DMD has returned to Hays 
to work as a dentist at First Care Clinic.  Christine graduated 
from A.T. Still University-Missouri School of Dentistry and 
Oral Health and completed her undergraduate work at 
KSU.  She and Allan Thomas were married on 9-22-18 at 
St. Joseph Catholic Church in Hays.  Parents of the couple 
are Bill & Lynn Dowling and Art & Bonnie Thomas.
 2008 - David Klaus graduated on 5-17-18 from Kansas 
University with a doctorate in Physical Therapy.  He is 
currently employed at Ortho Kansas in Lawrence, Kansas.  
David is married to Jenn and his parents are Don '69 & 
Debbie Klaus.
 2008 - Jordan & Maggie Klaus are overjoyed with 
the birth of their son Levon Hubert Klaus on 8-30-
18.  Levon has a very proud big brother Hank, age 20 
months.  Grandparents of the boys are Bill & Brenda '81 
(Gottschalk) Klaus and Kevin & Patty Broderick.
 2009 - Heidi Fieler & Cade '12 Gerhard were united in 
holy matrimony on 11-17-18 at the Basilica of St. Fidelis in 
Victoria, Kansas by Fr. Earl '61 Befort, O.F.M. Cap.  Parents 
of the couple are Carol '79 (Karlin) & the late Keith Fieler, 
Mike Gerhard and Reesa Gerhard.
 2009 - Maddie Holub accepted a position as assistant 
softball coach for Marshall University in Huntington, West 

Virginia.  She will be the pitching coach for the Thundering 
Herd and is looking forward to working with the team.
 2010 - Gus Konz & Kelsey Peterson were wed on 11-3-
18 in Manhattan, Kansas.  Parents of the couple are Keith 
& Connie Rutlin and Mike & Laurie (TMP-M front office 
administrative assistant) Konz.
 2012 - Rachel Jacobs & Justin LaBarge were married 
on 8-25-18 by Fr. Earl '61 Befort, O.F.M. Cap.  Parents of 
the couple are Tom & Mary Jacobs and Martin & Debbie 
LaBarge.
 2012 - Emilie Taylor married Mark Johnson on 11-10-
18.  Parents of the couple are Kathy Taylor (former TMP-
Marian Principal and Counselor) and Gary "Todd" & Kay 
'82 (Leiker) Taylor and  Kirk & Cheryl Johnson.
 2013 - Jordan Staab & Dylan Pfeifer tied the knot on 
8-4-18.  Parents of the couple are Larry Staab, Debra '86 
(Ashmore) Staab and Jim & Linda Pfeifer and grandparents 
are Alton & Joyce '59 (Haselhorst) Ashmore, Lambert & 
Jarilyn Staab, the late Rita '65 (Miller) Staab, Jackie Fox, 
the late Wilma Fox and Ernest '55 & Rosemary '57 (Engel) 
Pfeifer.
 2014 - Adam Schibi, FHSU Student Body President, 
spent the summer in London studying at the London 
School of Economics and Political Science.  Besides going 
to school, Adam was able to do a bit of sight-seeing (Big 
Ben was under construction), hear various speakers and 
see a few local sporting events.  Adam's parents are Eric 
'92 & Kelly '92 (Feauto) Schibi and his grandparents are 
the late Bob and Susan '66 (Soderblom) Schibi and Robert 
and Carol Feauto (Carol heads the TMP Food Service).
 2016Sp - Lucas Stouffer & Megan Grieve were wed 
on 11-10-18 at St. Catherine Catholic Church by Fr. Earl 
'61 Befort, O.F.M. Cap.  Parents of the couple are Allen & 
Melissa Stouffer and Mark & Lisa Grieve.

 In the photo at the left, Bishop 
Gerald Vincke celebrated the Mass 
for Deceased Alumni to a full house 
in the Marian Chapel on campus 
during Homecoming weekend.  Fr. 
Earl '61 Befort, O.F.M. Capuchin and 
Fr. Reginald "Rege" '68 Urban con-
celebrated this Mass.  
 Bishop Gerald 'Jerry' Vincke was 
ordained on August 22, 2018 on 
the Feast of the Queenship of Mary 
and will serve as the 12th Bishop of 
the Catholic Diocese of Salina.  We 
welcome him as our new shepherd 
into the Thomas More Prep-Marian 
family.
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 Matching funds received from 
the Leo  J. & Albina Dreiling Trust 
and your generous donations 
raised over $400,000.00 towards 
the development of the brand 
new space for the Fr. Blaine Burkey 
Learning Commons at ACE 2018.  The 
progress toward the construction 
of the Learning Commons in the 
summer of 2019 is moving along 
nicely.  Two architects have been 
selected to help with the design and 
construction.  DMA Architects, P.A. 
out of Salina, KS will serve as the 
Principal Architect with Gould Evans 
out of Kansas City, MO consulting 
on the design.  DMA Architects just 
completed the construction of three 
new ladies restrooms on floors 1-3 
and the remodeling of the men's 
restroom on the first floor.  We 
are excited to have Tony '80 Rohr, 
National Managing Principal and 
Board Member with Gould Evans 
involved in the Learning Commons design.
 A lot of hours have gone into the research and 
development of this project.  Other projects that have 
spun off of this major one are moving the archive materials 
to a new location in the school and their reorganization, 
digitization and storage.  Also sorting through the current 
library, ear-marking items that will be taken into the 
new Learning Commons, selling or getting rid of others, 
including books, magazines, old VHS tapes, etc.  English 
teacher, Latisha Haag is spear-heading this process with 
guidance from Principal Chad Meitner.  Your alumni office 
staff will now oversee the new archive area, storage and 
reorganization.  The TMP-Maintainance staff has been 
instrumental in getting this new area prepared and doing 
all of the heavy lifting required.
 For so many years, no updates were able to be done 
to the TMP-Marian building and grounds due to financial 
constraints.  Now, it seems like there is always something 
being upgraded, renovated or improved.  In the last 20 
years, the following projects have been completed:  1)  two 
new roofs; 2) auditorium received a complete makeover; 
3) the dining room updated with new floor, electrical 
and tile; 4) alumni storage unit; 5) bus barn; 6) baseball/
softball complex; 7) fire escapes and exit in the fieldhouse 
(FH); 8) public restrooms and locker rooms in the FH; 9) 
refurbishment and addition of a fire exit and stained glass 
windows in the Marian Chapel; 10) refurbishment of the 
Victory Gates; 11) security system; 12) increased and 
update the number of buses and surburbans [this is done 

New 
Fr. Blaine Burkey
Learning Commons

 A committee compiled of teachers, students, administration and parents was 
formed to help study options for the new Learning Commons.  Some of the members 
of this group traveled to Kansas City to visit successful Learning Commons projects 
at St. Teresa's Academy and Rockhurst High School, both designed by Gould Evans.  
Pictured above is the group that was able to attend.  (L-R) Nancy Flax (Art Teacher), 
Julia '22 Meitner, Tony '80 Rohr, Lane '20 Werth, Brenda '81 (Gottschalk) Klaus 
and Troy '93 Ruda (Advancement Director).  Not pictured but also serving on the 
Learning Commons committee are Latisha Haag (English Teacher), Andy Tincknell 
(Learning Commons Coordinator, Forsyth Library at FHSU) and Chad Meitner 
(Principal).

annually]; 13) start-up costs to add 7th and 8th grades; 
14) addition of a four level elevator; 15) concrete drop-
offs, sidewalks and updated parking area for students; 
16) Three additional women's restrooms and one totally 
renovated men's restroom; 17) gym project at Holy Family 
Elementary and windows;  18) heating and air conditioning 
added; 19) updated concession stand and storage area in 
FH; 20) sound system, lighting, ceiling and goals in FH; 
21) FH observation room; 22) student desks; 23) updated 
and refurbished grotto; 24) sewer and water lines and 25) 
lighting project outside and LED lighting in hallways, dining 
room and a few other areas.  
 This is not a complete list, but it is a very good 
representation of what YOU have helped us accomplish 
during the past two decades!  It looks like a lot, but 
the reality is that there is still so much that needs to be 
done.  The concrete steps to the main building need to be 
replaced; most of the classrooms need updating; more 
secure entrances to the school and fieldhouse; pintucking 
all brickwork; update buses for transportation and this list 
goes on.  These are all very necessary items to improve 
the safety and learning environment of our students 
which is our greatest goal.  We also have an incredible list 
of dreams:  additional practice gym, an actual track and 
field, football and soccer complex - as you can see - the 
sky is the limit for our dreams!  So if you win the lottery or 
just need a good tax break, please keep TMP-Marian and 
Holy Family Elementary in mind!  Together we can and will 
make a difference.
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The Alumni Association of
Thomas More Prep-Marian

When you move or change jobs, experience new 
beginnings and endings, challenges and successes, 
remember to share your life with your TMP-Marian 
family.  Follow our news and events at:  facebook.
com/tmpmarian, twitter.com/tmpmarian or 
check us out at www.tmp-m.org/alumni or send 
us your information to share in The Monogram 
magazine.

WE ARE A

BIG

YOU ARE AN
PART OF YOU.

EVEN BIGGER
PART

OFUS.

1st Floor
Men's Restroom

New 1st, 2nd & 3rd Floor - Women's Restrooms
 Teacher Latisha Haag and young ladies from the Class of 2019 had an impromtu 
ribbon cutting for the opening of the new women's restroom on the first floor.  
They used a roll of toilet paper for the official 'ribbon'.  Front Row: Grace Loftus, 
Leanne Rack & Emily Schulte; Second Row: Addie Roth, Hannah Lovewell, Lexi 
Gottschalk, Tiffany Pfeifer, Emily Schippers, Kaitlyn Burd, Kiara Urban and Latisha 
Haag; Far Back: Paris Wolf, Julia Werth, Aubry Appelhans & Maddie Lagree
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Advancement Director
Troy '93 Ruda

It's dark this time of year. We leave the house in 
the morning in the cold darkness and return home 
after the light has offered its farewell. The darkness 
is deepened with the fading of summer's beauty, 
stresses of the holidays and the expectations that 
come with the season.

It is fitting that this dark time coincides with the end 
of the liturgical calendar year. The church calls on 
us to realize the passing of this world, celebrate the 
Nativity of Jesus and be hopeful for His triumphant 
return. 

Advent brightens the dark beginning with the lighting 
of a single candle, giving us warmth and light. Just as 
that candle can overtake the darkness, we too can be 
a light to others by filling the darkness with joy and 
love for others. 

I love that Advent and Christmas are preceded 
with Thanksgiving. It's the simplest of holidays. All 
expected is to gather with our loved ones and show 
gratitude to God for what we have, enjoy the time we 
have with one another and to feel joy! We are given 
the opportunity to enter into the darkness and the 
anticipation of an Advent full of love and thankfulness 
for what we have been given!

Just as gratitude is the foundation of Thanksgiving, it 
also is the foundation of the Advancement office and 
we have SO much to be grateful for. God is good! I'd 
like to walk you through what I am saying thank you 
for this season.

Our Students... you are energy. You give purpose. 
Your laughter, hard work and brightness fill our school 
buildings with hope for what is to come. Thank you 
for filling your heart and minds with the the love of 
Christ's word and the knowledge to lead humanity. 
You are indeed the future of Christ's work on earth.

Our Faculty, Staff and Volunteers... you are 
the backbone of our school. You are the living 
representation of the loaves and fishes. With limited 
resources you are able to fulfill our mission with 

abundance. With dedication, grace, knowledge and 
love, you make a Christ-centered education reality.

Our Priests and Religious Brothers and Sisters…
you bring guidance, knowledge and comfort to all 
dedicated to this mission. You're an example of the 
faith and bring the sacraments to all that is done in 
Jesus' name. 

Our Alumni… you are our students, faculty and staff 
that have moved on. You have taken your experiences 
and are using them to change the world. You are 
teachers who sacrificed and served with love. You are 
staff that supported and gave with quiet dignity. You 
are administrators that lead fearlessly through the 
good and bad. You are the 8,604 graduates educated 
in the faith who have changed the world. You are the 
scaffolding that builds God's school. 

You… you pray for us. You give even when it hurts. 
You tell us what we need to hear. You make Christ's 
education happen. God bless you and thank you!

"At times, our own light goes out and is rekindled by 
a spark from another person. Each of us has cause to 
think with deep gratitude of those who have lighted 
the flame within us." -- Albert Schweitzer 
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The wheels on the bus go round and round, round 
and round... or do they? 

We have dreams. Everyone does.  However Item 
#60 at ACE 2019 is reserved for the most important 
of realities....our students, their safety and their 
education.

In 2011, TMP-Marian was donated the Van Hool coach 
with 900,000 miles. This bus has served our students 
well for the past 7 years. It has seen every educational 
and sporting event possible. Today the Van Hool has 
over 1.5 million miles under its belt and needs a rest, 
as does the fund budgeted for its repairs!

Item #60 at ACE 2019 will gather funds to purchase 
a  “new-to-us” coach. This “new” coach is estimated 
at $200,000. It will take over for the Van Hool in 
transporting our TMP-Marian and Holy Family 
students to and from activities efficiently, and most 
of all safely! 

We ride in style. Not just because we want to but 
because we need to! We are Christ’s school. We 
are called to be modest while at the same time 
unapologetic in our mission! Let’s make sure our 
coach is worthy of our cause!

Gratefully at ACE 2018 we gathered funds for 
the Fr. Blaine Burkey Learning Commons, set for 
construction in the summer of 2019, With that 
accomplishment, we look to the space vacated on 
the 3rd floor by the former Center for Research 
(CFR). 

Funds raised with ACE 2019 Item #60 in excess 
of those needed for the replacement bus will be 
used to renovate the vacated CFR to a Junior High 
classroom as well as office space for the Junior 
High Principal and Counselor. The remaining space 
will serve as a study hall for all students. 

This renovation will bring the Junior High, 
established in 2012, to one floor and allow for 
future expansion. At the time of this notice, the 
cost of renovation of the former CFR is estimated 
at $150,000.

We are blessed year after year with Item #60 at 
ACE. If blessings abound and remain following 
these projects, the funds will be used for existing 
capital projects necessary for the school.

Additional details regarding ACE 2019 Item #60 will 
follow as they are available.

ACE 2019 
Item #60
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Cradled in Love
   Wrapped in Peace
      Born to bring Hope...
Merry Christmas
   & a New Year filled    
       with God's blessings!
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