
 

  
 

Fiji Meteorological Service 
 

Early Action Rainfall Watch (EAR Watch) 
 

The Early Action Rainfall Watch provides sector managers with a brief summay of recent rainfall patterns, particularly drought and 
the rainfall outlook for the coming fortnight and months. 

 

         Issued: 14/04/2022 
Rainfall Status: Majority of the stations across Fiji were under Very Wet or at No 
Alert status, for the 3, 6 and 12-month timescale. Rotuma was the lone station  
under Drought Watch for the 12-month timescale. 

Rainfall Outlook: For the 8th - 21st and 15th - 28th April, together with whole of April 
and April to June 2022 period, generally wetter than usual conditions are 
favoured across the country, except for Rotuma where drier than usual 
conditions are favoured for the whole of April, and No Alert favored for April to 
June 2022 period. 

El Niño-Southern Oscillation (ENSO) Status: La Niña  
 

Rainfall monitoring for 3-month, 6-month, 12-month  

   

 

 

 

 



 

Rainfall Outlooks for 8th - 21st & 15th - 28th April 2022  

          

Rainfall Outlook for April, and April to June 2022  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

  
 

Time periods and impacts 

3-months: rainwater tanks, small streams, hand-dug wells, shallow bores, young sugarcane, tradition 
vegetables (e.g., bele), cabbage, tomatoes, beans, eggplant, okra, tomatoes, watermelon, rice, crops (yam, 
taro, cassava, pasture 

6-months: small rivers, bores, streams/rivers, mature sugarcane, kumala, uvi, hybrid dalo, corn, pineapple, 
pawpaw, dalo (vuci), tapi, kumala (carrot variety) 

12-months: deep bores/large aquifer system, reservoirs, dams, rivers, tapi, coconuts, breadfruit, mango, 
kava, banana, vudi, fruit trees (e.g., noni, lemon, orange) 

Allow for uncertainty associated with island size, topography, geology and soil type. 

About Rainfall Monitoring 

The Standardized Precipitation Index (SPI) is used to assess rainfall status from the MSWEP dataset. 
MSWEP is a global precipitation product that combines rain gauges, satellite and reanalysis data to a 0.1° 
resolution. Meteorological Drought is defined as drought assessed by rainfall data only. A site is assigned 
'No Alert' when rainfall has been near normal for the period(s) in question. The 3-, 6- and 12-month timescales 
can accurately predict drought, whereas 1-month status is an approximation only. This is because it is difficult 
to assess drought at this timescale.  

 
About Rainfall Outlook 

Seasonal outlooks have been produced using the Australian Bureau of Meteorology ACCESS-S model 
http://www.bom.gov.au/climate/ahead/about/model/access.shtml. The outlook provides an indication of total 
one and three-month rainfall, not how intense the rain may be in any one event, nor how it may vary within 
the three months. A station is assigned 'No Alert' when near normal rainfall is favoured or there are equal 
chances of below normal, normal and above normal rainfall.  

 
Fiji Reference Map 

 

For further information, contact; The Director, Fiji Meteorological Service 
Private Mail Bag NAP0351, Nadi Airport, Fiji, Phone: 6724888, Fax: 6720430 

Website: http://www.met.gov.fj, Email: climate@met.gov.fj 
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