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FIJI RECORDS ITS FIRST CONFIRMED CASE OF COVID-19 
 
The Fiji Hotel and Tourism Association considers the health and safety of all its members and 
stakeholders of the highest priority. We are committed to ensuring a safe and secure Fiji for all 
visitors and the people who work so hard in the industry. 
 
The Fiji Government's implementation of pre-emptive and preventative measures in preparation for 
the COVID-19 virus to reach our shores as we knew it inevitably would, has been impressive. 
 
The first confirmed case of COVID-19 in the country was advised 19th March. People are 
reminded not to panic as the Ministry of Health is taking the appropriate containment measures 
and have been preparing in advance for this. 
 
Given the rapidly evolving situation and significant risks posed to people and with a view to 
mitigate risks and prevent the spread of the virus, the following announcement was made by Fiji's 
Prime Minister and subsequent restrictions placed on movement for Lautoka residents for 
immediate implementation by all relevant agencies: 

 From midnight tonight, current Travel Restrictions have been widened to include all those 

who have been in the US and all of Europe including the UK within 14 days of their 

intended travel to Fiji; 

 Also from midnight tonight, anyone entering from overseas will be required to self-isolate 

(quarantine) for 14 days; 

 All schools and non-essential services in the greater Lautoka areas will be closed until 

further notice; 

 Tourism staff who live in Lautoka should note that they will be allowed to enter Lautoka, 

then they will have to remain there for 14 days. There are no exceptions. 

 International & local visitors alike who are within the Lautoka boundary areas from King's 

Road at Nacilau Junction past Matawalu Village, to the feeder road at Vakabuli 

Junction, to the Queen's Road at Natalau Junction will not be allowed to leave for 14 

days 

 Banks, supermarkets and pharmacies in the greater Lautoka area will remain open; 

 Gatherings of 20 or more people are now banned nationwide and this includes meetings, 

religious gatherings and sports events; 

 Workplaces may remain open, buses and Fiji Link services can remain open and this 

includes workplaces and business and shipping outside of Lautoka; 

 Nightclubs, gyms and fitness centres, swimming pools and cinemas will close. 

The Prime Ministers full speech can be perused HERE. 
 
The Ministry of Health is taking appropriate public health action in line with international protocols. 
FHTA members have already been working with authorities to minimise the spread of the virus by 
supporting heightened hygiene practices in our workplaces. A reminder on the safe practices for 
hotels is attached HERE. 
 
FHTA is working with Government agencies to assist members and their guests remain safe and 
eventually get home. The quarantine protocols mean your staff and guests' movements will be 
restricted in the quarantine areas and at entry points. Please take these seriously and contact the 
Secretariat for assistance and guidance if required. 
 
Hotels and other tourism industry partners are confident of recommencing trading as soon as 
practicably possible after global travel normalises. Preparation for this will have to be undertaken 
now so that restorative measures can be implemented by Tourism Fiji, with significant Government 
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assistance that FHTA has strongly lobbied for, to push Fiji's brand back to its pre-coronavirus 
status and support tourism businesses to manage the downturn. 
 
FHTA will continue to monitor the situation closely and ensure our members are kept informed 
through our usual communication channels that includes our website and e-newsletters in the days 
ahead. For further queries, please contact info@fhta.com.fj. 
 
--------------------------------ends----------------------------------------- 
 
 
For enquiries, please contact: 
 
Fantasha Lockington 
Chief Executive Officer 
Fiji Hotel & Tourism Association,  
42 Gorrie Street, Suva 
Email:  exec@fhta.com.fj 
Mobile:  9926980 
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