
On Case Studies 
 

Case Studies, like verbatims, are a means to an end.  Case studies are a means of 
reflecting theologically on an experience to the end that the student experiences growth 
toward ministerial competency that has theological integrity.1  To that end the Marble 
School provides a framework or form to be followed in creating the case study.  The 
form is intended to contain those elements we will need for theological reflection.  You 
can find the form on the LMS. 

A case study is a conscious retelling of an experience of “ministry in practice.”  
The experience ought to be an event for which you have some responsibility for the 
outcome. The case study must be as brief, (one to two pages, double spaced, 12 pt font is 
typical).  Please carefully select an event, critical incident or conversation which when 
brought to class will be real to you. We want to invite your peers to prayerfully speak 
into your life.  

You begin by providing background--setting the event in context:  
• Where?  
• Include important context information.  
• Who was involved – personal?  
• Pressures?  
• How and why were you involved?  

Provide descriptions. 
• A problem may be stated at the outset.  
• What happened?  
• What did you do?  
• Include essential facts, neither more nor less than needed.  
• Include as much detail as possible in the limited space.  
• Accurately reflect the situation.  

Identify the issues and relationships that were apparent as you viewed the 
situation.  

• What was happening?  
• Are these issues apparent in your written version of the situation?  
• Who were you (i.e., minister, group leader, etc.)?  
• How was God evident or absent?  
• Estimate your own effectiveness in the event. 
• Did you function effectively?  

o Why?  
o Why not?  

• Did you do what you set out to do?  
• What factors or forces emerged which you did not anticipate?  
• What questions might the group discuss that would be most helpful to 

you?  

																																																								
1 Brimming with God: Reflecting Theologically on Cases in Ministry (p. 1). Pickwick 
Publications, an Imprint of Wipf and Stock Publishers. Kindle Edition. 
	



After writing your description, you will want to read what you have written and 
ask yourself: 

• Did you situation come alive?  
• Is there sufficient background information?  
• Are the relevant facts included?  
• Are the relationships clear?  
• Are the dilemmas apparent?  
• Is there an absence of editorializing?  
• Is the length appropriate? 

 
The form on the LMS contains a series of questions.  Answer the questions after 

your have drafted the case study.  The questions are meant to move you from description 
to analysis. 
1) Why are you bringing this case study to class? What are you hoping for? 
2) Finish these sentences, in light of this situation:   

a. Everything would be OK if_________________.  
b. My real problem is _______________________.  
c. What I’m really worried about is _____________.  
d. I really hope _________________ doesn’t happen.  

3) What fears or anxiety does this raise in me?  
a. How do I respond to those fears?  
b. Could I possibly be reacting to this situation as I am because this is close to 

another experience in life?  
c. Is there anyone I’m avoiding or want to avoid in this?   

4) In what ways do I trust God in this situation?  
5) In what do I trust in myself?  Others?  
6) What do I fear?   
7) Where is God? 

a. Where do I see love, faith and hope?  
b. Where is the gospel being lived out?   

8) Where is sin alive?   
9) How is my well-being impacted by the outcome of this situation?   
10) What expectations am I nourishing?  

a. Are there expectations of which I need to let go? 
b. Am I thinking of myself more than I ought?  
c. Less of myself than I ought?   

11)   How is this situation impacting my self-acceptance, both in terms of  accepting my 
own strengths and weaknesses? (Who do I think is “watching?”)  

12)   Who could be a resource to me as I am seeking resolution of this situation?   
 
Once you have written a case study and answered the questions.  You will give it to 

the assigned member of the faculty.  The faculty member may be the dean, or the 
director of field education, or another instructor, lecturer, tutor, or mentor. 

 
The faculty member will review your case study.  After the faculty member is 

satisfied with your case study, you will distribute it to the class. 



Class members will read the case study before coming to class.  When you are 
reading someone else’s case study, ask yourself these questions (and make notes). 

• What are the relationships to one another?  
• What are their backgrounds? 
• What views are expressed? 
• What is happening? 
• What problems appear? 
• What are the key issues? 
• Be prepared to share your observations with the group. 
• Use what you have been studying at the Marble School insofar as you are able.  
• What alternatives do you see? 

 
At class, if it is your case study, you will present your case study by reading it 

aloud.  The assigned faculty member will then ask you the questions you have answered 
and you will read your answers.  Think of the presentation as a “fish bowl.”  You and 
the faculty member are sitting in a “fish bowl” and the remainder of the class is 
watching you. 

At the close of your presentation, the faculty member (or another assigned 
faculty member) will ask the group a series of questions.  In this way, the group will be 
able to process the experience of listening to the case study and begin their own 
theological reflections on the nature of their own ministry. 

You may find of interest: 
• Killen, Patricia O'Connell and John De Beer. The Art of Theological Reflection. 

New York: Crossroad, 2003.  
• Putting It Together in the Parish, by James D. Glasse (Nashville: Abington, 

1972).  
• Brimming with God: Reflecting Theologically on Cases in Ministry.  Pickwick 

Publications, an Imprint of Wipf and Stock Publishers. 
 

 
 


