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Reviewing the Fundamentals of Theological Reflection 
• Theological Reflection is the discipline (or practice) of reflecting on human 

experience in light of the wisdom of Christian tradition and scripture. Recall the 
overlapping circles.  TR happens in the place where scripture and tradition meet 
our lives and ministries (could be individual or corporate) and provide an example 
for living faithfully. 

• “History doesn’t repeat itself, but it sure does rhyme!” 
• We look for themes or metaphors in the original text that “rhyme” with themes or 

events in our ministry or lives. 
• What might possible, faithful 21st century ministry or life look like, according the 

scripture being examined? 

Jesus the True Vine 
15 “I am the true vine, and my Father is the vine grower. 2 He removes every branch in me 
that bears no fruit. Every branch that bears fruit he prunes to make it bear more fruit. 3 You 
have already been cleansed by the word that I have spoken to you. 4 Abide in me as I 
abide in you. Just as the branch cannot bear fruit by itself unless it abides in the vine, 
neither can you unless you abide in me. 5 I am the vine, you are the branches. Those who 
abide in me and I in them bear much fruit, because apart from me you can do 
nothing. 6 Whoever does not abide in me is thrown away like a branch and withers; such 
branches are gathered, thrown into the fire, and burned. 7 If you abide in me, and my 
words abide in you, ask for whatever you wish, and it will be done for you. 8 My Father is 
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glorified by this, that you bear much fruit and become my disciples. 9 As the Father has 
loved me, so I have loved you; abide in my love. 10 If you keep my commandments, you 
will abide in my love, just as I have kept my Father’s commandments and abide in his 
love. 11 I have said these things to you so that my joy may be in you, and that your joy 
may be complete. 

The Text/First Century:  
•Jesus is the vine, God is the vine grower.  We are invited to “abide in Jesus” - to 
participate in his ministry/ in the proclamation of the Gospel (v. 1, 4) 

•Bearing fruit for our ministries means conforming, in some way, to the vine (Jesus’ 
ministry). (v 4) 

•God’s role (in this passage) is to remove branches that bear no fruit, and to prune 
branches that do bear fruit. (v. 2) 

•God is glorified when we “bear fruit” (when our ministry rhymes with Jesus’ 
ministry) and we become disciples. (v. 8) 

•When we do these things (abide in Jesus/participate/bear fruit) it leads to joy. (v. 
10) 

Finding the Rhyme: Discuss these questions in pairs 

Your Ministry/Your Church/Your life/Twenty-first Century:  
•Where do you hear “rhymes”  between this passage and your life or ministry? 
•Do you hear any “rhymes” between this passage and church ministry? 
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