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The Rich Young Man 
Mark 10:17 As Jesus was setting out on a journey, a man ran up and knelt before 
him, and asked him, “Good Teacher, what must I do to inherit eternal life?” 18 Jesus 
said to him, “Why do you call me good? No one is good but God alone. 19 You know 
the commandments: ‘You shall not murder; You shall not commit adultery; You shall 
not steal; You shall not bear false witness; You shall not defraud; Honor your father 
and mother.’” 20 He said to him, “Teacher, I have kept all these since my youth.” 21 
Jesus, looking at him, loved him and said, “You lack one thing; go, sell what you own, 
and give the money to the poor, and you will have treasure in heaven; then come, 
follow me.” 22 When he heard this, he was shocked and went away grieving, for he 
had many possessions.  

23 Then Jesus looked around and said to his disciples, “How hard it will be for 
those who have wealth to enter the kingdom of God!” 24 And the disciples were 
astounded at these words. But Jesus said to them again, “Children, how hard it is to 
enter the kingdom of God! 25 It is easier for a camel to go through the eye of a 
needle than for someone who is rich to enter the kingdom of God.” 26 They were all 
the more shocked out of their senses [ekplēssō] and said to one another, “Then 
who can be saved?” 27 Jesus looked at them and said, “For mortals it is impossible, 
but not for God; for God all things are possible.”  

28 Peter began to say to him, “Look, we have left everything and followed you.” 
29 Jesus said, “Truly I tell you, there is no one who has left house or brothers or sisters 
or mother or father or children or fields, for my sake and for the sake of the good 
news, 30 who will not receive a hundredfold now in this age—houses, brothers and 
sisters, mothers and children, and fields with persecutions—and in the age to come 
eternal life. 31 But many who are first will be last, and the last will be first.”  

ekplēssō: to be driven out of one’s senses by a sudden shock 

Teaching from Rev. Dr. John Lewis about the passage:  
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• The disciples are deeply entrenched in the status quo theological conviction that 
rich people are the ones most blessed by God and top the list of those who are 
“saved” 

• Thus, the disciples are at first astounded when Jesus turns this status quo 
conviction upside-down in v. 23, and they are all the more shocked out of their 
senses when he does it again in v. 26 

• Jesus’ teaching metaphorically shakes them by the shoulders and shocks them out 
of their status quo conviction regarding the rich, opening them to uncertainty and 
moving them to seek a different understanding or theological interpretation 

• So, they ask, “then who can be saved”?  

• Notice, too, that in vv. 28-30 Jesus then affirms that when, for the sake of the 
gospel, disciples give up things that are important to them (even their most 
committed theological convictions!) – i.e. when they move away from an 
entrenched status quo – they gain so much more! 

Finding the Rhyme: Discuss these questions in pairs 

The Text/First Century: The disciples held the entrenched conviction that wealth 
was a sign of God’s favor and grace.  Jesus “shocks them out of their senses” when 
he tells them the wealthy will have difficulty entering the Kingdom of God. This 
particular foundational belief was turned upside down. 

Your Ministry/Your Church/Twenty-first Century:  
•The Covid-19 pandemic has shocked all of us out of our senses.  What are some 
convictions or practices in our church (TEC), or in your church or your ministry in 
particular, that have been most challenged? Brainstorm together.  Name 3-4 if you 
can. These are the rhymes! 

•Have you or your church successfully “pivoted” to a new “normal”?  What has that 
been like for you? 

•What new possibilities have opened up by moving away from your old status quo? 
•Or, what new possibility might come from letting go of one of your long-held 
convictions or practices? 

•What is your hope associated with turning in a new direction? 
•What aspect of faithful discipleship does this passage illustrate? 
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