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•
We are now offering 
“telemedicine” visits 

via computer or 
telephone. Please 

call 936-544-7223 
to schedule!

NATALIE BACHYNSKY
PhD, FNP-C, APRN

FAMILY NURSE PRACTIONER
1501 E. Loop 304, Suite 50 • Crockett

Monday-Friday 8:30 a.m. to noon, 1-5 p.m.

Messenger  File Photo by Will Johnson

The Crockett Independent School District has entered into negotiations to sell what is known as the juvenile 
justice property.

CISD to Sell Old State School Property
By Will Johnson
Messenger Reporter 
CROCKETT – The Crockett 

Independent School District has been 
approached about selling property they 
purchased a little over two years ago 
from the city of Crockett. 

As a result, a special meeting of the 
Crockett ISD Board of Trustees was held 
on Thursday, April 9. Following social 
distancing guidelines, the meeting was 
convened at 6 pm. Once a quorum was 
determined and the pledges were given, 
the board adjourned into executive ses-
sion. 

One of the items considered in the 
closed door session was “… to approve 
a resolution declaring the property 
known as the juvenile justice center 
property as surplus and allowing for the 
disposition thereof and delegation of 
authority to the superintendent to dis-
pose of the property in the best interests 
of the district.” 

After approximately two-and-a-half 
hours, the board returned to open ses-
sion. A motion was made by Board Vice 
President Karen Norman and seconded 
by Board Member Ansel Bradshaw to 
approve the resolution declaring the 
property as surplus and authorizing the 
superintendent to dispose of the prop-

erty in way that was best for the district. 
Before a vote was taken, Board 

Secretary Dr. John Garnet requested 
the opportunity to make a statement 
concerning the measure. 

“The juvenile justice property, also 
known more commonly as the Crockett 
State School began operation by the 
state of Texas in 1952. That was the same 
year I was born. The property is essen-
tially the same age as me. This school 
board has an emotional attachment to 
the facility because at least three of the 
current members worked on this cam-
pus in times past,” Dr. Garner said. 

“Additionally,” he continued, “I per-
sonally provided dental care for the 
residents. This board took the purchase 
and preservation of this special property 
very seriously and with great intent. We 
knew the property’s former glory and 
envisioned its continued use to better 
the community.” 

Garner asserted the board did not 
solicit or initiate the sale of the property 
and added when it was first brought 
to his attention, he was against it. He 
explained his belief that the district 
should only consider selling the prop-
erty if it could recoup the original 

Houston County Extends 
Disaster Declaration

By Will Johnson
Messenger Reporter
HOUSTON COUNTY 

- On April 3 at 11:59 pm, 
Houston County Judge Jim 
Lovell issued a local state of 
disaster due to public health 
concerning COVID-19. In sec-
tion three of the declaration, 
it was stated the order would 
expire on April 10. 

Judge Lovell extended the 
order until Tuesday, April 
14 and during the Houston 
County Commissioners Court 
meeting scheduled for that 
Tuesday, the county judge 
recommended extending the 
declaration of disaster until 
April 28. 

“This order, when I issued 
it, was only good for seven 
days. Then, I extended it 
until today’s meeting because 
it wasn’t within seven days 
of a Commissioners Court 
meeting. So, whatever the 
pleasure of the court is, we 
can extend it until the next 
Commissioners Court. That 
would be my recommenda-
tion and at that time, we can 
take it under consideration 
again,” Lovell said. 

The declaration of disas-

ter may be found at www.
co.houston.tx.us. A motion to 
extend the disaster declara-
tion was made, seconded and 
unanimously approved.   

Prior to the disaster dec-
laration, Lovell provided 
an update on the 2020 US 
Census. 

“The Texas response rate 
is 43.7 percent while the 
national response rate is 48.1 
percent. Our (12 county) 
DETCOG region is behind a 
little bit,” he said. 

As of April 12, Angelina 
County leads the way with a 
40.8 percent response rate. 
Nacogdoches is second with 
a 38.2 response rate, Shelby 

County is third with 33.5 per-
cent and Houston County 
is fourth with a 33 percent 
response rate. 

“I still think we can beat 
this. I think the Coronavirus 
news is the cause for the low 
response rate. It is very impor-
tant. I have actually done 
this. It takes about five min-
utes online. It can be done 
over the phone or online. I 
encourage everyone to par-
ticipate in the census,” Lovell 
indicated. 

He added, “Our county 
coordinator – Ansel Bradshaw 
– is pushing this just as hard 

Grand Jury Hands Down Indictments
By Will Johnson
Messenger Reporter 
HOUSTON COUNTY – Houston County 

District Attorney (DA) Donna Kaspar and Assistant 
District Attorney (ADA) Roger L. White met with 
the Houston County Grand Jury on March 30 and 
after the prosecutors presented their evidence, 
the Grand Jury returned indictments against 15 
individuals. 

Among the returned indictments was one for 
Ronald Bloecher for indecency with a child by sex-
ual contact. Bloecher, 60, was taken into custody 
in October of last year and charged with the crime 
following an incident where he was observed com-
mitting the molestation.

There were also three burglary indictments 
returned by the Grand Jury. Christopher Morris 
Baker was indicted for the burglary of a building 

in January of this year while Jordan Kyle Bradshaw 
was indicted in a separate incident for burglary 
of a building in October of last year. In addition, 
Christopher Walling was indicted for burglary of 
a habitation.

Three appeared to be the magic number as 

By Will Johnson
Messenger Reporter 
EAST TEXAS – It’s been 

said that every little bit helps 
and in these uncertain times, 
an extra $1,200 in your bank 
account is a nice thing to have. 

As a part of the response to 
the economic fallout caused 
by the COVID-19 pandemic – 
in March - the US Congress 
approved a $2.2 trillion stimu-
lus package. A key component 
of this legislation involves a 
one-time direct payment to 
most households. 

According to the Internal 
Revenue Service (IRS) website, 

“The IRS is committed to help-
ing you get your Economic 
Impact Payment as soon as 

possible. The payments, also 
referred to by some as stimu-
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THURS: High of 74, Low of 55
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20 percent chance of rain
SAT: High of 75, Low of 58,
40 percent chance of rain
SUN: High of 74, Low of 52,
30 percent chance of rain
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“When all is said and done, the real citadel of  strength of  
any community is in the hearts and minds and desires of  
those who dwell there.”

1 SECTION
VOL.  121, NO. 175 

50 Cents 1 Corinthians 15:1, 3-4 NIV

[ The Resurrection of Christ ] Now, brothers and sisters, 
I want to remind you of the gospel I preached to you, 

which you received and on which you have taken your 
stand. For what I received I passed on to you as of first 

importance: that Christ died for our sins according to the 
Scriptures, that he was buried, that he was raised on the 

third day according to the Scriptures,

- Everitt Dirksen

2020 Census Response Rate Discussed by Commissioners

Stimulus Checks Start to Arrive

See Crockett ISD, Page A5

See Stimulus, Page A4

See Indictments, Page A3See Disaster, Page A2
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Forestry Update  -   Gary allen BUrns, ConsUltinG Forester

Doug Welsh, in his Texas Garden Almanac 
recommends 8 step for pruning trees:

1. First remove all dead, broken and diseased
limbs, cutting them back to their point of origin 
at the healthy branch.

2. Next cut the weaker of two rubbing branch-
es.

3. Remove the weaker of two competing
branches.

4. Remove any branch growing from one side

of the tree, through the middle and out the 
other side.

5. Remove any branches growing down to the
ground.

6. Remove suckers (shoots from the base of
the tree and water sprouts (fast-growing branch-
es that grow straight up).

7. Minimize removing branches less than a
pencil in diameter.

8. Lastly remove any dead blooms.

HoUston Co. lake report 
Courtesy Of Crockett Family Resort

69-71 F surface water temperature, water clear 
to lightly stained, and water 6 inches above nor-
mal level.

Good black bass to 10 pounds 1 ounce caught 
by Byron Mims; others bringing in an 8 pound 2 
oz; 7 pounds 9 oz. using rod and reel and June 
bug colored worm 2-3 feet from the surface on 
south side of the dam; 6 pound 11 oz.; and 6 
pound 8 oz.   Numerous other bass averaging 
from 2 to 3 1/2 pounds using June bug worms 
in 2 to 5’ of water using watermelon red weight-
less worms and flukes; 5 pounds  10 oz. in 8 to 
12 feet of water.

Very good crappie with some anglers catching 

limits of 25 per person off points on the south-
east points using live minnows.

Good catfish to 5 pounds 7 oz. on live perch 
from piers; and using trot lines with 3’ to 15’ 
hooks in 20 feet of water for ops at 30 and 
22 pounds each; and 15 blue cats from 3 to 8 
pounds each using 3” perch.

Crockett Family Resort Cottages, Marina, & RV 
Park

Houston County Lake
75 Dogwood LN West
Crockett, Tx 75835
936-544-8466

Disaster
as he can. Ansel is doing a great job. 
The news has been taken over by the 
Coronavirus and I think this accounts 
for the low response rate. It is impor-
tant.” 

As the meeting continued, Houston 
County Sheriff’s Office (HCSO) 
Investigator Jerry Kaelin was formally 
appointed to the position of HCSO 
Chief Deputy. 

Sheriff Justin Killough commented 
on the appointment and said, “For 
those of you who don’t know Jerry, 
he has been with us for five-and-a-half 
years. Prior to that, he worked many 
years with the Texas DPS. He is a great 

guy and is committed to the success of 
Houston County.” 

A motion was made, seconded and 
unanimously approved to appoint 
Jerry Kaelin as the HCSO Chief 
Deputy. 

Also on the agenda was the reap-
pointment of Houston County 
Auditor Melissa Jeter.

“We have the information in front 
of us,” Lovell said. “Both District 
Judges (Pam Foster Fletcher and Mark 
Calhoon) have ordered this and I feel 
this order is appropriate.” 

Precinct Two Commissioner Willie 
Kitchen said he appreciated Jeter for 
“… her fine work and dedication. A 
lot of people don’t realize how many 

hours she has spent going above and 
beyond doing the things in her job 
description. I think she really loves 
Houston County. She has done a great 
job and I just wanted to say how much 
I appreciate her and I’m proud to 
have you back on board, Melissa.” 

“I would also like to add to that,” 
the county judge said. “Thank you for 
all that you do.” 

A motion was made, seconded and 
unanimously approved to re-appoint 
Jeter to serve as the Houston County 
Auditor until April 15, 2022.

The court also considered adopting 
“… a resolution for the federal off-
system bridge program administered 
by TXDOT to replace or rehabilitate 

structurally deficient and functionally 
obsolete bridges.” 

The bridges are located at: 
• CR 4555 at Lake Creek.
• CR 1060 at Hickory Creek

Tributary. 
• CR 2215 at Little Elkhart Creek.
• CR 2330 at Big Elkhart Creek.
• CR 4545 at Camp Creek.
• CR 1050 at Hickory Creek.
• CR 2120 at Little Elkhart Creek
• CR 3585 at Wright Creek.
The resolution was unanimously 

approved. 
In other matters brought before 

the court:   
• The commissioners approved the

minutes from previous meetings. 

• Budget amendments, along with
the payment of bills and expenses 
incurred by the county, were approved. 

• The Houston County Treasurer’s
and Environmental Reports were 
received as information by the court. 

• The court approved salaries for
new and transfer employees.

• The Fiscal Year 2019 submission to
the Municipal Securities Rulemaking 
Board pursuant to SEC Rule 15c2-12 
was approved by the court. 

• The court proclaimed April 21 as
San Jacinto Day and gave special rec-
ognition to the Sons of the Republic 
of Texas. 

Will Johnson may be contacted via 
e-mail at wjohnson@messenger-news.com. 

Continued From Page A1



By Truman Lamb
Anderson County County 

Extension Agent - AG/NR
Our cool wet winter has dwin-

dled hay supplies for produc-
ers due to heavy feeding this 
year.  While adequate rainfall 
is a major factor in the amount 
and quality of hay production, 
it is the producers who play a 
major role in its’ production by 
following three important steps: 
adequately fertilizing, control-
ling weeds and cutting the hay 
at the proper time.

The first step in produc-
ing quality hay is to apply an 
adequate amount of fertilizer 

based on a soil test.  The soil 
test is especially important to 
assure that proper amounts of 
nutrients are applied.  A desir-
able ration of nitrogen, as well 
as phosphorous and potassium 
are needed.  There are also 
test results that show a need for 
other elements such as copper, 
magnesium, sulfur and boron.  
This step coupled with normal 
spring rain will provide opti-
mum growth of quality hay.  The 
months of April and May gener-
ally yield the highest amount 
of rainfall in Texas.  Therefore, 
having the soil test and applying 
fertilizer is important before this 

time for maximum hay growth.
High quality hay grasses 

should be cut early when there 
are plenty of leaves and stems 
are still young and tender.  This 
means that most grasses should 
be cut and harvested before 
seed heads appear.  Cutting 
should be every four to six 
weeks based on the amount of 
rainfall.  Normal hay produc-
tion in Texas is about two tons 
per acre on two and one half to 
three million acres.  However, 
production can be surpassed 
with higher levels of fertiliza-
tion combined with good soil 

moisture.
Production of high qual-

ity hay is possible if produc-
ers build their hay supply early 
in the season.  Planning will 
provide a high quality yield of 
hay supplies because of the 
lack of a guarantee that there 
will be adequate moisture avail-
able for growing ample forage 
throughout the season.  A win-
ning supply of hay will be one 
that provides a needed supply 
for producers and an excess 
amount that may be sold or 
stored depending on market 
conditions.  

POLITICAL CALENDAR
NOV. 3 ELECTION

MAY 2 ELECTION

The above individuals have authorized The Messenger 
to list them as candidates. The political ads were 

paid for by the candidates. For placement, 
contact the Messenger at 936-687-2424. 

* Political ad paid for by those named above.

Early voting: April 20-28
CITY OF GRAPELAND MAYOR 

Balis Dailey (I)
Mitchell Woody

HOUSTON COUNTY HOSPITAL DISTRICT, POSITION 8

HOUSTON COUNTY HOSPITAL DISTRICT, POSITION 6

HOUSTON COUNTY HOSPITAL DISTRICT, POSITION 2

Dina Pipes (I)

Rhonda Brown (I)

Roy Langford
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Pastor: Randy Shipman
Phone: 936-687-4378

SCHEDULE OF SERVICES
Sunday School: 10 a.m.

Sunday Worship Services:
10:45 a.m. & 6:00 p.m.
Wednesday: 7:00 p.m.

Bible Study,
Youth & 

Children’s Groups

Felders Chapel
Assembly of God

SUNSET
CHRISTIAN CHURCH
Pastor: Vance Drum

FM 227 E. of Bypass
PHONE (936) 544-4819

Sunday School - 10:00 AM
Sunday worship - 11:00 AM

A Friendly Church
Where You Are

Welcome!

GRACE LUTHERAN CHURCH
Missouri Synod

West Loop 304 at Hall’s Bluff Road
Crockett, Texas • 936-544-3508

“Join Us For Sunday School, Bible Study, and Divine Worship”
 Sunday School:   9:00 AM
 Bible Study:   9:00 AM
 Divine Worship Service:    10:30 AM

PERCILLA 
COMMUNITY 

CHURCH
16005 FM 2022 North • 936-

687-9798
SUNDAY:

Sunday School 9:30 a.m.
Worship 10:40 a.m.

WEDNESDAY NIGHT:
 FUSE 3:30 - 5:30 p.m.

Dinner (no charge) 6 p.m.
Classes for Adults/Youth 6:40 

p.m.
Pastor Josh Lindsey

631 East FM 228
Grapeland, TX

(936) 687- LOAH (5624)
Worship With Us!

Sunday School - 9:30 AM
Morning Worship - 10:30 AM

Wednesday Bible Study & 
Fellowship - 6:30 PM

NON-DENOMINATIONAL
Pastor:Tommy Sprinkle

www.LOAH.org

You Are Welcome Here

Come Worship With Us!

WEEKLY WORSHIP OPPORTUNITIES
Sunday: SUNDAY SCHOOL 9:30 am • MORNING WORSHIP 

10:50 am

EVENING WORSHIP 6 pm

TueSday: CeLeBRaTe ReCOVeRy: 7 pm (eVeRyOne WeLCOme)
WedneSday: aWana CLuBS: 4 - 6 pm (SepTemBeR - may)

MID WEEK PRAYER MEETING: 7 pm

First Loves Guests, Join Us!

715 US Hwy 287 N. • Grapeland • 936-687-4730

Coffee & Conversation: 9:30 am
 Sunday School: 9:45 am
Dynamic Worship: 11 am 

SUNDAY SCHEDULE

First United
Methodist Church

Grapeland

Join Us!

OAK GROVE
BAPTIST CHURCH

Oak Grove Rd. • 903-724-2896

Sunday School: 10 a.m.
Morning Worship: 11 a.m.

Sunday Night: 6 p.m.
Wednesday Night: 6 p.m.

Area Church 
Directory

 Let us hold fast the profession of our faith without wavering; (for he is 
faithful that promised;)And let us consider one another to provoke unto 

love and to good works: Not forsaking the assembling of ourselves 
together, as the manner of some is; but exhorting one another: and 

so much the more, as ye see the day approaching. 
Hebrews 10:23-25

GRAPELAND BAPTIST CHURCH

Located at the corner of 
FM 227 and Spivey Road in Grapeland

936-687-2445
Sunday School: 10 a.m.

Adult, Youth & Children classes
Worship Service: 11 a.m.
Sunday Evening: 6 p.m.

Wednesday Bible Study 6 p.m.

Come and “Feast on The Word”

408 Chestnut
Grapeland, Texas 75844

936-687-2558
 www.fbcgrapeland.org

On Facebook: First Baptist Church of Grapeland

ELKHART
CHURCH OF CHRIST
206 U.S. Hwy. 287 • 903-764-2975

SUNDAY
Bible Study 10:00 a.m.

Worship 11:00 a.m. & 6:00 p.m.
Wednesday: 7:00 p.m.
Minister: Eugene Greer

PHONE - (936) 687-2424
FAX  - (936) 687-3441

news@messenger-news.com
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POLITICAL CALENDAR
JULY 14 RUNOFF ELECTION

The above individuals have authorized The Messenger 
to list them as candidates. The political ads were 

paid for by the candidates. For placement, 
contact the Messenger at 936-687-2424. 

* Political ad paid for by those named above.

Early voting: July 6-10

HOUSTON COUNTY COMMISSIONER PRECINCT 3

HOUSTON COUNTY SHERIFF

Ryan Martin

Jimmy McMillan

Randy Hargrove

Indictments
three other individuals were 
indicted for tampering with 
evidence. Xavier Keith Jackson 
was indicted on the charge 
for his actions in October of 
last year while Niyah Voohries 
Scruggs-Emanuel was indicted 
for an incident in March of 
2019. In addition to a tam-
pering with evidence indict-
ment, Ricky Dwayne Harber 
was also indicted for theft in 
an amount greater than $2,500 
but less than $30,000. 

Surprisingly enough, there 
were only two drug-related 
indictment during the month 
of March. Trenton Devon 
Dickerson was indicted for 
possession of a controlled sub-
stance, penalty group two, less 
than one gram. Meanwhile, 
Brian Christopher Robbins 

was indicted for possession of 
a controlled substance, penalty 
group one, greater than one 
gram but less than four grams. 

Other indictments includ-
ed: Rachel Lyn Gasway for 
driving while intoxicated with 
a child; Brandy Michele Rea 
for criminal mischief in an 
amount greater than $2,500 
but less than $30,000; Mason 
Alexander Shelton for debit 
card abuse and fraudulent use 
of identification information; 
Michael Dewayne Washington 
for theft with two prior convic-
tions; Sonia Williams for fail-
ure to give information and 
render aid; and Cody Allen 
Willis for evading arrest or 
detention in a vehicle. 

Will Johnson may be contacted 
via e-mail at wjohnson@messen-
ger-news.com. 

Continued From Page A1Off-Duty HCSO Deputy Helps Recover Stolen Goods
By Will Johnson
Messenger Reporter 
HOUSTON COUNTY – 

In life, sometimes you just 
stumble across things. Such 
was the case for an off-duty 
Houston County Sheriff’s 
Office (HCSO) Deputy last 
Monday, April 6. 

HCSO Deputy Mark Simon 
was off-duty last Monday when 
he spotted a vehicle he knew 
to be stolen. 

A press release from the 
HCSO Indicated the deputy 
observed “… a unique look-
ing, dark-green, old Jeep at a 
residence on Spence Street in the city of Crockett. This Jeep 

was just like what was report-
ed stolen to him a few days 
before from a residence in the 
Porter Springs Community.”

Upon further investigation, 
additional stolen property was 
observed and recovered from 
the Spence Street residence. 
Among the items recovered 
included a motorcycle belong-
ing to the city of Crockett.  

“The stolen items were 
recovered and Jeffrey 
Henderson, age 46, of 
Crockett, was arrested and 
booked into the Houston 
County Jail on two charges 
of felony thefts and posses-

sion of marijuana.   He was 
released on personal recog-
nizance bonds. The Crockett 
Police Department assisted in 
this investigation which is still 
on going,” the HCSO press 
release indicated.  

Anyone with any informa-
tion regarding this crime or 
any other in Houston County 
is encouraged to call the 
Houston County Sheriff’s 
Office at 936-544-2862 or 
Crime Stoppers at (936)545-
TIPS.

Will Johnson may be contacted 
via e-mail at wjohnson@messen-
ger-news.com.   

Tips on Rebuilding Hay Supplies

Henderson



   PLEASE READ YOUR 
CLASSIFIED AD OR DISPLAY 
AD ON THE FIRST DAY OF 
PUBLICATION. If there are 
mistakes notify us immediately. 
We will make changes for 
errors and/or adjust your bill 
but only if we receive notice on 
the first day the ad is published. 
We limit our liability to you in 
this way and we do not accept 
liability for any other damages, 
which may result from an error 
or omission in an ad. All ad 
copy must be approved by the 
newspaper which reserves 
the right to request changes, 
reject or properly classify an 
ad. The advertiser, and not the 
newspaper, is responsible for 
the truthful content of the ad. 
None of our advertisements 
necessarily reflect the opinions 

or beliefs of the Messenger 
ownership or staff.

EMPLOYMENT
HELP WANTED – Health care 
provider needed in the Crockett 
area. Must be dependable. 6 
a.m. to 6 p.m., Saturday 8 a.m. 
to 6 p.m. Please call and leave 
message, 281-900-8067. Not a 
cash job. 

FURNISHED 
APARTMENT FOR RENT

FURNISHED 1 BEDROOM & 2 
BEDROOM  – FURNISHED 1 
bedroom & 2 bedroom. All bills 
paid – including cable, Internet 
and pool. No move-in deposit. 
First month’s rent - $349. 1600 
E. Loop 304. Limited availability. 

936-544-5611.

LEGAL NOTICES

NOTICE OF PUBLIC HC – 

Emergency Services Dist. #1 will 
meet at 6 p.m. the 4th Tuesday 
of every month at the Grapeland 
Fire Station, the public is invited to 
attend.
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CLASSIFIEDS

Stimulus
lus payments, are automatic for most 
taxpayers.”

The plan provides $1,200 for each 
adult and $500 for each child under 
17. For example, a married couple 
with two children would receive 
$3,400. 

The best part of all this – the checks 
are starting to arrive! Several banks 
are already reporting the money has 
arrived or will be deposited into a per-
son’s account within the next few days.  

The website, www.MarketWatch.
com, has reported, “The IRS is plan-
ning to send a first wave for the week 
that starts April 13, according to an 
expected timeline from the House 
Ways and Means Committee. 

The tax authority will transmit 60 
million payments via direct deposit, 
using the banking information it has 
on file for taxpayers’ 2018 or 2019 tax 
returns, the timetable said. 

That wave will include Social 
Security recipients who filed tax 
returns and included direct deposit 

information on their returns, accord-
ing to the House Ways and Means’ 
estimated timeline.”

For most taxpayers, no further 
action is needed. This includes taxpay-
ers who filed tax returns in 2018 and 
2019 and most seniors and retirees.

There are, however, a few taxpayers 
who will not receive a stimulus check. 
Taxpayers likely won’t qualify for an 
Economic Impact Payment if any of 
the following apply:

• Your adjusted gross income is 
greater than

- $99,000 if your filing status was 
single or married filing separately

-m$136,500 for head of household
-n$198,000 if your filing status was 

married filing jointly
• You can be claimed as a depen-

dent on someone else’s return. For 
example, this would include a child, 
student or older dependent who can 
be claimed on a parent’s return.

• You do not have a valid Social 
Security number.

• You are a non-resident alien.
• You filed Form 1040-NR or Form 

1040NR-EZ, Form 1040-PR or Form 
1040-SS for 2019.

Shortly after the payment is deposit-
ed, the IRS plans to mail a letter about 
the economic impact payment to the 
taxpayer’s last known address.

“The letter will provide information 
on how the payment was made and 
how to report any failure to receive 
the payment. If a taxpayer is unsure 
they’re receiving a legitimate letter, 
the IRS urges taxpayers to visit IRS.gov 
first to protect against scam artists,” 
the IRS website stated. 

Continued From Page A1

Aurora Concepts Offers Quick COVID-19 Test
By Will Johnson
Messenger Reporter
HOUSTON COUNTY – As amazing 

as it may seem, as of Tuesday, April 14 
Houston County had still not had a 
reported case of COVID-19. It’s not a 
question of if this virus will impact the 
oldest county in Texas, but rather a 
question of when.  

With this question of when in mind, 
the dedicated team of medical profes-
sionals at Aurora Concepts now has 
a second means of testing for the 
Coronavirus. 

The Centers for Disease Control 
(CDC) recommends collecting and 
testing an upper respiratory speci-

men for initial diagnostic testing for 
COVID-19.  Nasopharyngeal speci-
men is the preferred choice for swab-
based SARS-CoV-2 testing.

Now, however, Aurora Concepts 
has initiated a second testing option 
through serological testing (blood 
sample rapid test), which tests spe-
cifically for exposure to severe acute 
respiratory syndrome coronavirus 2 
(SARS-CoV-2), the virus that causes 
COVID-19. The serological tests 
were approved for use under the 
Emergency Use Authorization (EUA) 
on March 16

According to an article in Shelby 
County Today concerning the Aurora 

Concepts clinic in Center, “The 
test cassette has three indicators: C 
(Control), IgG, and IgM. The test is 
conducted by taking a small finger-
prick blood sample. The presence of 
immunoglobulin M (IgM) antibodies 
indicate recent exposure to COVID-
19, while the presence of immuno-
globulin G (IgG) antibodies indicate 
later-stage infection.” 

This rapid test is now being admin-
istered in Crockett and “… can be 
used as an auxiliary means of detect-
ing COVID-19. The product states an 
accuracy rate of 99.6% for the IgG 
anti-COVID-19 in the specimen and 
a rate of 97.8% accuracy for IgM. On 

the test strip, the C should always show 
positive to indicate a good test strip.”  

If the test results come back with a 
positive reading, the patient is given a 
nasal swab which is then sent off to a 
lab for further testing. 

While the test has been approved for 
use under the EUA, it does come with a 
disclaimer. The disclaimer is required 
by the Federal Drug Administration 
(FDA) and states: “This test has not 
been reviewed by the FDA. Negative 
results do not rule out SARS-CoV-2 
infection, particularly in those who 
have been in contact with the virus. 
Follow-up testing with a molecular 
diagnostic should be considered to 

rule out infection in these individuals. 
Results from antibody testing should 
not be used as the sole basis to diag-
nose or exclude SARS-CoV-2 infection 
or to inform infection status. Positive 
results may be due to past or present 
infection with non-SARS-CoV-2 coro-
navirus strains, such as coronavirus 
HKU1, NL63, OC42, or 229E.”

For more information on COVID-
19 testing please contact Aurora 
Concepts at 936-544-0123 or visit their 
website at www.auroraconcepts.net. 

Will Johnson may be contacted via 
e-mail at wjohnson@messenger-news.
com. 
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BUSINESS CARD DIRECTORY

SONNY TUNSTALL
Real Estate

13475 U.S. Hwy. 287 North • Grapeland
blt217@hotmail.com

www.sonnytunstall.com

RESIDENTIAL....FARM & RANCH....COMMERCIAL

936.204.2992
MLS: www.har.com • www.landsoftexas.com

Wilson’s Truck and Heavy
Equipment Repair and Service

902 S. 4th St. • Crockett • wilsonsther@windstream.net

• Fleet services • Farm Equip 
• Buses • Commercial Equip 
• On-Site Service Available

936-544-FIXD (3493)

Crockett, Texas
MITCHELL CLARK 936-546-5251
Locally owned!

New Construction • Bathroom & Kitchen Remodels • Concrete
Barndominiums • Decks & Fencing • Flooring • Welding

East Texas
Slab Masters, LLC

Matt McDaniel
936-675-3930

Foundation Specialist 
36 Years Experience

502 Red Town Rd.
Lufkin, Texas 75904 

easttexasslabmasters.com

BONDED • INSURED
FREE ESTIMATES
NO OBLIGATION

866-529-1751

Putting Your House 
on a Strong Foundation

amelinck
Guns

Joshua Hamelinck

joshuahamelinck@hamelinckguns.com
416 FM 2663 • Crockett, TX 75835

903-262-8397

Only $125 for 10 weeks
Call The Messenger at 936-687-2424!

Run a Business Card Size Ad in the newspaper each week

THAMES JEWELRY
Jim & Kathy Thames

(936) 544-7762116 S. Fifth • Crockett

price CISD paid to the city of 
Crockett, plus the cost of addi-
tional improvements to the 
property made by the district. 

“We have reached that agree-
ment with Mr. (Konstantin) 
Savvon. A non-refundable ear-
nest money deposit has been 
made by him, pending his 
attaining the necessary licenses 
from the state of Texas to allow 
him to open the facility. In the 
meantime, CISD will continue 
to be able to continue to use 
parts of that property,” Garner 
said. 

The board secretary also 
indicated once the sale of the 
property goes through, more 
jobs would be created than 
CISD could and these jobs 
would be added to the com-
munity       

“We now see a new use for 
this cherished facility. This 
is more like the use of the 

property the county and the 
city had envisioned when they 
possessed it themselves. We 
feel like this property transfer 
makes sense for the city of 
Crockett, for Houston County, 
as well as for CISD. We are 
delighted to be able to make 
this move,” Garner said. 

Once Garner concluded his 
remarks, the measure was put 
to a vote and passed unani-
mously.  

The city of Crockett agreed 
in November of 2017 to sell the 
property to CISD for $711,000. 

Following the meeting, CISD 
Superintendent John Emerich 
was asked about the property 
sale. 

“It is a residential facility, but 
it is a much different model 
than what has been here in the 
past. The school (CISD) will 
not be responsible for any of 
the education of the students 
so there will not be any type of 
burden on the school system,” 

the CISD superintendent said. 
Emerich said he and CISD 

Superintendent Emeritus Terry 
Myers “… have visited some of 
this organization’s (Shambhala 
Treatment Center, LLC) other 
properties and you can tell 
there is a night and day differ-
ence from what has been here 
in the past.” 

“This is a juvenile residential 
facility,” Emerich continued. 
“His typical kids go from 10 to 
17, but usually more 14 to 17. 
One of the big things though, 
is this organization is not ask-
ing for any tax abatements at 
all. They will pay their fair 
share of taxes and they will be 
a job contributor to the local 
area. When they get fully on-
board with their licensing, they 
will have a substantial amount 
of jobs. The wheels are turning 
right now.”     

Will Johnson may be contacted 
via e-mail at wjohnson@messenger-
news.com. 

Crockett ISD
Continued From Page A1



By Holly Black 
Family & Community Heaalth 

Extension Agent
If you are cooking at home 

more due to COVID-19 and have 
dry beans on hand, they are a 
great source of fiber and iron for 
you and your family.

Dry beans are nutritious and 
inexpensive. They are also very 
low in fat and sodium. Dry beans 
are great sources of fiber, folic 
acid, and protein. Cooked dry 
beans are also a good source of 
iron. 

To get the most protein from 
the beans, serve them along with 
grain foods such as corn, rice or 
wheat.  A serving size of cooked 
dry beans is ½ cup. 

Uses 
Use beans as a tasty side dish 

or include it in casseroles, soups, 
and salads. Beans are often 
packaged in 1-pound bags. One 
pound of dry beans is equal to 
2 cups. One cup of dry beans 
makes 3 cups of cooked beans (6 
servings).

How to store them 
Store dry beans in an airtight 

container and keep in a cool, dry 
place. For best taste, use them 
within 1 year of receiving them. 

Cooked beans can either be 
frozen or refrigerated. Freeze 
cooked beans in a shallow (no 
more than 3 inches deep) air-
tight container and use them 
within 6 months. 

Cooked beans stored in the 
refrigerator should also be stored 
in a shallow covered container. 
This helps the beans to cool more 
quickly and safely. Never place a 
large pot of cooked beans in the 
refrigerator or freezer. They may 
not cool fast enough to prevent 
someone from getting sick. 

Store the cooked beans with-
in 2 hours of preparation. Use 
them within 4 or 5 days.  

Dry Beans (makes 6 servings, 
½ cup each)

What you need 
1 cup dry beans 
1 small onion, chopped (if 

you like) 
jalapeño pepper (if you like) 
salt (to taste) 

How to make it 
Wash your hands; make sure 

your cooking area is clean. 
Rinse the beans with run-

ning water. Sort out any broken 
beans, pebbles or other objects 
that might be present. Rinse the 
sorted beans again. 

Soak the beans: Place them in 
a large pot. For every 1 cup of dry 
beans, add 5 cups of water. Bring 
the beans and water to a boil and 

boil for 2 minutes. Remove them 
from the heat, cover the pot, and 
let it stand for 2 hours. 

Drain the liquid from the 
beans and replace with fresh 
water (the same amount you 
used for soaking). 

Add the onions and jalape-
ño peppers to the beans. Bring 
them to a boil, then reduce the 
heat and cook for about 2 hours 
or until the beans are tender. 

Add water as needed. 
Add salt and serve. 
Tip: Add salt when the dry 

beans are almost done cooking. 
If you add the salt when you start 
cooking the beans, they will be 
tough.

Information from Jenna Anding, 
Associate Professor and Extension 
Nutrition Specialist, Texas A&M 
University
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Inspiring Health and Hope. 1050 East Loop 304, Crockett, Texas 75835

936-274-8000

TELEMEDICINE AVAILABLE
AT THE CLINIC

Crockett Medical Center, The Rural Health 
Clinic and Specialty Clinics are currently 
offering Telemedicine. The Texas Medical 

Board ruling due to COVID-19 allows 
physicians and physician assistants to 

establish new patient relationships 
through telemedicine during this crisis. 
This expanded use of telemedicine may 

be used for diagnosis, treatment, ordering 
of tests, and prescribing for all conditions. 

The standard of care must be met in all 
instances.

Multiple trips to the 
pharmacy, forgetting 
to call in your refills,

waiting for refill 
authorizations from the 

doctor. Does this
sound like you? If so, 
we have the solution. 

It’s our medication synchronization program. 
   We manage your refills for you so they all refill at the same 
time and we will start the process about a week ahead of 
time so we have all the medication ordered and the refill 
authorizations before you need your medicine. Once we are 
finished, we will call you for pick up or deliver it to you. All you 
have to do is keep us 
informed of any 
medication changes. 
We do the rest! 

Give us a call at 
Davy Crockett Drug 

at 544-2275

Daily Deliveries to Grapeland

107 S. 4th St. in downtown Crockett • www.davycrockettdrug.com
HOURS: M-F 8:30-5:30; Sat. 8:30-Noon; Sun. closed

We are open 
regular hours 

7 days a week! 
We are asking 

that you use our 
drive thru, our 
lobby is now 

closed. We are 
still able to sell 

you over the 
counter meds 

thru the window 
or at curbside.

101 MEDICAL DRIVE • PALESTINE • 903-729-3100

PALESTINE
HOMETOWN PHARMACY

HOURS: M-F 8:30 a.m. to 7 p.m.; Wed: 8:30 a.m. - 6:45 p.m.; 
Sat.: 9 a.m. to 2 p.m.; Most Sundays: 1:15 to 3 p.m.

Cooking with Dry Beans During COVID-19
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Superintendent Michael Woodard
Board of Trustees: President Kelly Nicol, Vice President Bobbie Jo Frizzell, 

Secretary Willie Patton, members Dr. Michael Allen, 
Jeffrey Catoe, Chris Morris and Richard Smith.

Inspiring and empowering students through 
perseverance with a passion for success.

LATEXO
INDEPENDENT SCHOOL DISTRICT

LAWRENCE REALTY
For All Your Real Estate Needs

www.lawrencerealestateonline.com

720 East Loop 304
Crockett, Texas 75835

(936) 544-4747

Tired of a dirty car?
Go See Richard @

Richard’s Handwash
& Detail

512 N. Market St. • Grapeland
936-522-6017

    TERRI
MEADOWS

Houston County Clerk

KENNARD
ISD

Crockett Superintendent 
John Emerich & Crockett ISD 

Board of Trustees: 
President Lela P. Wheeler, 

Vice President Karen Norman, 
Secretary Dr. John Garner, 

members Mo Amjad, Ansel Bradshaw, 
Josh Crabtree and Roy Johnson

CROCKETT ISD

BEST CONVENIENCE STORE
Curry’s Grocery

133 Hwy 7 • Kennard • 936-655-2219

Mike, Judy, Shelley
& Mikey Curry

JIM LOVELL
Houston County Judge

amelinck
Guns

Joshua Hamelinck

joshuahamelinck@hamelinckguns.com
416 FM 2663 • Crockett, TX 75835

903-262-8397

DAPHNE
SESSION

County Attorney for Houston County
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