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WEATHERGOD’S WORD INSIDE

QUOTE OF THE DAY

SUN: High of 80, Low of 57,
80 percent chance of rain
MON: High of 80, Low of 59,
10 percent chance of rain
TUES: High of 83, Low of 65,
10 percent chance of rain
WED: High of 75, Low of 61,
50 percent chance of rain

For the message of the cross
 is foolishness to those who are perishing, 

but to us who are being saved it is the 
power of God.

1 Corinthians 1:18 NIV
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“The glow of one warm thought is to me 
worth more than money.”                   

- Thomas Jefferson

1 SECTION
 VOL.  121, NO. 176

50 Cents

There’s No E    cuse for Child Abuse!
Sponsored by

3590 U.S. Hwy. 287 N. • Crockett

Houston County 
Reports First 
Cases of COVID-19

 By Will Johnson
Messenger Reporter
HOUSTON COUNTY – So 

far, in Houston County, we’ve 
been very lucky. Unfortunately, 
our good fortune may be about 
to head south and on Friday, 
April 17, it appears as if Lady 
Luck’s smile faded. Information 
was received late Friday after-
noon which indicated the old-
est county in Texas now has 
three cases of COVID-19. 

According to a post on 

the city of Crockett’s official 
Facebook page, “As of this 
afternoon, April 17, 2020, the 

Weekly Update on Spread of Coronavirus

TDCJ Becomes Hotspot for COVID-19
By Will Johnson
Messenger Reporter
EAST TEXAS – There’s no deny-

ing the Texas Department of Criminal 
Justice (TDCJ) is a major employer in 
both Anderson and Houston Counties. 
Prison facilities employ a significant 
number of workers and there are at least 
20 prisons in the area to where people 
commute on a daily basis, including 
units in Huntsville, Rusk and Tennessee 
Colony. 

While some of the prisons have not 
yet seen a case of COVID-19 quite a few 
others have. System-wide, as of Thursday, 
April 16, there were 31 pending tests. Of 
the other 531 tests given to offenders, 

there were 327 positive results and 204 
negative results. 

So far, for employees and contract 
staff, 158 people have tested positive 
for the virus while 647 tested negative. 
There are also 259 pending tests. 

With limited social distancing for the 
prisoners, the close confines often times 
prevent correctional officers and TDCJ 
staff from adhering to the prescribed 
six feet away distance, which can allow 
COVID-19 to spread unchecked.  

The inmates are confined to a par-
ticular unit so the virus is most likely 
brought in from the outside by a visitor 

or a TDCJ employee. Once inside the 
unit, the virus can spread rapidly from 
offender-to-offender, as well as to the 
TDCJ employees. At the end of their 
shifts, the correctional workers leave the 
unit where they work and return to the 
communities where they live, not know-
ing if they have been infected.     

The inmates who have been tested fall 
into one of several categories designated 
by TDCJ administration. 

According to the prison system’s web-
site, these categories are: 

Over 115 Cases Reported at Beto Unit

Vulcraft Adding New Facility

Photo by  Jon Hobson studio15photo.com/ Messenger

An aerial view shows where expansion for a new manufacturing line at the Vulcraft facility is planned in Grapeland.

By Will Johnson
Messenger Reporter
GRAPELAND – Vulcraft – a division 

of Nucor – is one of the largest employ-
ers in Houston County and it’s about to 

have an even bigger footprint. Plans are 
in the works to expand the Grapeland 
facility by adding a new manufacturing 
line. 

The new line will manufacture metal 

bar grating and Joe Craig, who is lead-
ing the project and the construction 
build phase, explained how the product 

Making America ‘Grate’ Again

Grapeland City 
Election Postponed

School’s Out 
for Summer

Accusations Lead to Felony Arrest

By Will Johnson
Messenger Reporter 
GRAPELAND – The Grapeland 

City Council met in an unusu-
al fashion on Tuesday, April 14. 
While the council members and 
Mayor Balis Dailey were present, 
the meeting was conducted via 
Facebook Live in an effort to keep 
with social distancing guidelines.   

The meeting was highlighted by 
a discussion about the postpone-
ment of the May 2 election. 

The agenda item pertaining 
to this matter stated, “Approve 
Resolution 041420 of the City 
Council of the City of Grapeland, 
Texas, postponing the general 
election to be held on the 2nd day 
of May for the purpose of electing 
a mayor and two city council mem-
bers at-large to the November 3, 
2020uniform election date.” 

The mayoral position and 

two city council posts are up for 
election. The mayoral contest is 
between Mayor Balis Dailey and 
City Councilman Mitchell Woody.

With Woody declaring his can-
didacy for mayor, two council posi-
tions are now open. Grapeland 
has an at-large city council format 
and three people have filed to run 
for the two open seats. The three 
candidates are: Eddie Childress; 
incumbent Justin Lumbreraz; and 
Greg Vaden. 

As of April 14, the Grapeland 
election was still on despite what 
the Texas Municipal League rec-
ommended

The TML website – found 
at www.tml.org – stated, “The 
Secretary of State’s Elections 
Division issued guidance yester-
day (April 4) that interprets the 

By Will Johnson
Messenger Reporter 
EAST TEXAS – To quote 

shock-rocker Alice Cooper, 
“School’s out for summer.” 
At least that’s what Texas 
Governor Greg Abbott effec-

tively said during a noontime 
press conference held on 
Friday, April 17.     

During the press conference, 
the governor issued three new 

By Will Johnson
Messenger Reporter 
CROCKETT – In 1986, the 

Timex Social Club recorded 
a song entitled “Rumors.” 
The song was about how 
rumors affected people in 

their daily lives. In a case of 
life imitating (questionable) 
art, a Crockett woman faces 
two second degree felony 
charges after an allegation 
of drug use led to a violent 
outburst. 

Brenda Joyce Houston, 59, 
was taken into custody and 
charged with one count of 
burglary, as well as one count 
of aggravated assault, follow-
ing her actions on the after-
noon of Thursday, April 9. 

According to an affidavit 
of probable cause, Crockett 
Police Officer Chelsea 
Stanford was dispatched to 

Governor Lays Out Plan 
to Begin Re-opening Texas

See Governor, Page A4

See COVID-19, Page A4

See TDCJ, Page A3

See Arrest, Page A3See Election, Page A7

See Vulcraft, Page A5
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• Today, 175 Texas children will be victims of abuse.
• 1 in 10 children will be sexually abused before 
their 18th birthday. With 7.4 million children resid-
ing in Texas, this would equal 740,000 child victims 
of abuse.

The Adverse Childhood Experiences Study demon-
strates…
• Children who have experienced trauma are more 
likely to engage in early initiation of smoking, sexu-
al activity, illicit drug use, and suicide.

• Children with multiple traumas have significantly 
higher rates of heart disease, chronic pulmonary 
lung disease, hepatitis, depression, and diabetes.

According to the National Institute of Justice, 
abused and neglected children are…
• 59% more likely to be arrested for juvenile 
crime.
• 28% more likely to be arrested as an adult.
 
The National Center for Mental Health and 
Juvenile Justice estimates 93% of youth in 
detention reported exposure to previous 
“adverse” events, including physical and 
sexual abuse.

1 Unexplained injuries
2 Changes in emotional behavior
3 Returning to less mature/younger behaviors
4 Fear of going home
5 Changes in eating

6 Changes to sleep patterns
7 Changes in school performance or attendance
8 Lack of personal care in hygiene
9 Risk-taking behaviors
10 Inappropriate sexual behaviors

There’s No E    cuse for Child Abuse!

Child Abuse in Texas Statistics

Signs of Child Abuse



the 300 block of West Goliad 
Street last Thursday in refer-
ence to a disturbance. 

“Upon my (Stanford’s) 
arrival, I observed Brenda 
Houston outside. Brenda was 
visibly upset; she was standing 
outside yelling and extremely 
irate,” the affidavit reported. 
“Brenda stated (her next-
door-neighbor) began to 
start rumors that Brenda was 
a ‘crackhead.’ According to 
Brenda, this made her upset 
because she was trying to ‘get 
off that stuff.’”

The CPD officer also spoke 
with the next-door-neighbor 
who informed her Houston 
entered “… her home without 
warning or consent.” 

The neighbor further told 
the officer she told Houston to 
leave her residence but she did 
not comply with the request. 

“Brenda picked up (the 
neighbor’s) broom and began 
to swing it at (her). (She) stat-
ed Brenda yelled, ‘Say it again 
(expletive deleted), several 
times. (The neighbor) advised 
Brenda she was going to call 
the police, however, Brenda 
replied that she was not scared 
of the police,” the legal docu-
ment stated. 

Houston continued to swing 
the broom and struck the 
neighbor in the mouth, behind 
her ear and on the shoulder, as 
well as pulling her hair.

Stanford stated in the affida-
vit she observed visible blood 
flow from where the neighbor 
was struck by the broom. 

“Brenda eventually threw 
the broom out the front door 
and picked up a pair of scis-
sors. Brenda held the scissors 
over her head and taunted 
(her neighbor) to ‘say it again 
(expletive deleted). I’m going 
to stab you,” the affidavit stat-
ed. 

The neighbor did not reply 
and Houston eventually left 
the residence. Houston was 
taken into custody and charged 
with burglary and aggravated 
assault, both second degree 
felonies. 

According to Section 12.33 
of the Texas Penal Code, “An 
individual adjudged guilty of 
a felony of the second degree 

shall be punished by imprison-
ment in the institutional divi-
sion for any term of not more 
than 20 years or less than two 
years. 

In addition to imprison-
ment, an individual adjudged 
guilty of a felony of the second 
degree may be punished by a 
fine not to exceed $10,000.”   

Will Johnson may be contacted 
via e-mail at wjohnson@messen-
ger-news.com. 

Arrested
Continued From Page A1

• Pending Test - COVID-19 
test that has been administered 
at an outside medical facility or 
in a unit infirmary and it still 
pending results. Offender in 
medical isolation.

• Negative Test - 
CONFIRMED negative COVID-
19 test. Offenders returned to 
general population.

• Positive Test - CONFIRMED 
positive COVID-19 test. 
Offender in medical isolation.

• Medical Restriction - Used 
to separate and restrict the 
movement of well persons who 
may have been exposed to a 
communicable disease to see if 
they become ill. These people 
may have been exposed to a 
disease and do not know it, 
or they may have the disease 
but do not show symptoms. 
Medical restriction can help 
limit the spread of disease.

• Medical Isolation - For 
people who are sick and con-
tagious. Isolation is used to 
separate ill persons who have 
a communicable disease from 
those who are healthy. Isolation 
restricts the movement of ill 
persons to help stop the spread 
of disease.

Digging deeper into the 
numbers, there are six regions 
in the TDCJ system along with 
private facilities, a multi-use 
facility and parole confinement 
facilities. 

Anderson County and 
Houston County fall in Region 
II and Region I, respectively. 

In Region I there are 13 
prison units, with one inside 
of Houston County and seven 
more relatively close to the 
county boundaries. These units 
are: Eastham; Ellis; Estelle; 
Ferguson; Goree; Holliday; 
Huntsville; and Wynne.  

In Region II there are also 
13 prison units, with five inside 
of Anderson County and two 
more relatively close to the 
county boundaries. These 
units are: Beto; Coffield; 
Gurney Transfer; Hodge 
DDP; Michael; Powledge; and 

Skyview Psychiatric. 
There are also three private 

prisons Diboll, Moore, B and 
Bradshaw, along with the multi-
use East Texas Treatment facil-
ity, which are relatively close 
to Anderson and Houston 
Counties.    

Using the TDCJ categories 
of offender pending tests, 
negative tests, positive tests, 
medical restriction and medi-
cal isolation, these area pris-
ons in Houston and Anderson 
counties showed the following 
results as of April 16.  

In Region I:  
• Eastham Unit (Lovelady) 

– 0 pending; 1 negative test; 0 
positive tests; 0 medical restric-
tion; and medical isolation. 

In Region II:
• Beto Unit (Palestine) – 

0 pending; 15 negative tests; 
118 positive tests; 2,346 medi-
cal restriction; and 118 medi-
cal isolation. There was also 
1 TDCJ employee who tested 

positive for COVID-19.  
• Coffield Unit (Palestine 

area) – 0 pending; 2 negative 
tests; 0 positive tests; 2 medi-
cal restriction; and 0 medical 
isolation. 

• Gurney Transfer (Palestine 
area) – 0 pending; 1 negative 
tests; 1 positive tests; 81 medi-
cal restriction; and 1 medical 
isolation. 

• Michael Unit (Palestine 
area) – 0 pending; 4 negative 
tests; 0 positive tests; 0 medi-
cal restriction; and 0 medical 
isolation. 

• Powledge Unit (Palestine) 
– 0 pending; 5 negative tests; 0 
positive tests; 0 medical restric-
tion; and 0 medical isolation.

For a complete list of the  
results for all of the Region I 
and Region II units, read the 
story online at www.messenger-
news.com. 

Will Johnson may be contacted 
via e-mail at wjohnson@messenger-
news.com.   

TDCJ
Continued From Page A1
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The Weekender
By Clyde Black

theweekender@live.com
Have you ever felt like you 

must have taken a wrong turn 
somewhere on the road of 
life? I’ve had a lot of stress 
lately and the Strong Woman 
has been covering for me with 
recent articles!   She’s been 
getting a lot of compliments 
and I feel I’m getting pushed 
from my exalted position as 
the Weekender.   I’m trying 
to make my comeback!   The 
truth is she’s just better at this 
than I am.   But, let me get 
back to this road of life thing.

I was country when coun-
try wasn’t cool.   In Junior 
College in 1965, I debated on 
why Goldwater should have 
been elected President. I was 
a Marine Veteran of Vietnam 
when that wasn’t cool.   I was 
a cop when 1st Responders 
weren’t cool.   Always been in 
the wrong place at the wrong 
time! A few months ago, I 
started a non-profit boxing 
club sincerely trying to do 

something good for Houston 
County and provide an alter-
native to wandering the streets 
for youngsters and adults as 
well. 

Helped a guy with boxing 
experience as he’s getting out 
of jail to be our coach and that 
didn’t work out. I sat there 
trying to learn how to coach 
and keep the d o o r s 
open, pay rent a n d 
applied for a 501 {c} 
{3} status. Thank heavens for 
Dick Murchison and his help 
we did get that done. We got 
a few donations from some 
great members of our commu-
nity and had some nice fund 
raisers with the help of local 
candidates for political office. 
Other boxing clubs came to 
help and even Champ Juan 
Torres came to help. We were 
blessed to find Vic Gonzalez 
to run the club. Vic is a pro 
fighter with a heart of gold 
and our local folks love him.

We were growing! Getting 
close to being able to pay rent, 
then bam, the “Virus” hit! 

Another big knockout punch 
because we had to close! Guess 
what, the rent, water and elec-
tricity still is demanded with 
no means to earn income! 
Now our club is a non-essen-
tial when being non-essential 
is isn’t cool. I think I’m just 
“snake bit”. Just want to let all 
you know who have believed 
and helped us that quit is not 
in my genes! We are not any 
part of a national program. 
We are a locally owned and 
founded organization! We are 
bringing boxing to Houston 
County! We will not lay down 
and die! When allowed we will 
have a dance to celebrate and 
come back stronger than ever. 
We will build a new gym on 4th 
Street in Crockett and we do 
have a great coach and we are 
a member of the USA Boxing 
organization with Olympic and 
Golden Gloves credentials! 
There are some Champions 
in Houston County and 
Champions don’t quit when 
the going gets tough! 

Need a Break

OBITUARIES
John Albert Poncio

John Albert Poncio, age 72, 
passed away Tuesday, April 
14, 2020 in Crockett Medical 
Center.  

John was born in Houston 
May 16, 1947 to parents, John 
Steve Poncio and Beatrice 
Margaret Jennings Poncio.   
John was an avid collector of 
all things Volkswagon.

John is survived by his wife 
of 52 years, Trandy Poncio 
of Crockett; daughters, Tina 
Marie Poncio and Michael 
Akins of Houston, Stephanie 
Marie Poncio of Crockett, 
Rebecca Edwards and husband, 

Jeff of Houston; grandchildren, 
Kaileigh Margaret Poncio of 
Crockett, Devon Michael Akins 
of Houston, Blake Edwards 
of Houston, Sara Josephine 
Edwards of Houston, Kyle 
Stephen Voumard of San 
Marcos; numerous other lov-
ing relatives and friends. 

John was preceded in death 
by his parents, John and 
Beatrice Poncio.

Memorial services for John 
Albert Poncio will be held at 
a later date.   Online condo-
lences may be left at www.cal-
lawayallee.com.

John Albert Poncio

936-243-0435

Barbara Stewart

Lots, lots 
and lots of 
beautiful, 
new and 
different 
Flowers and 
plants have 
arrived at 
Busy B’s 
Flowers and 
Pots.

500 North 4th St. in Crockett
3800 w. Oak St. on Hwy. 79 in  Palestine 

POLITICAL CALENDAR
NOV. 3 ELECTION

The above individuals have authorized The Messenger 
to list them as candidates. The political ads were 

paid for by the candidates. For placement, 
contact the Messenger at 936-687-2424. 

* Political ad paid for by those named above.

CITY OF GRAPELAND MAYOR 
Balis Dailey (I)

Mitchell Woody

HOUSTON COUNTY HOSPITAL DISTRICT, POSITION 8

HOUSTON COUNTY HOSPITAL DISTRICT, POSITION 6

HOUSTON COUNTY HOSPITAL DISTRICT, POSITION 2

Dina Pipes (I)

Rhonda Brown (I)

Roy Langford

www.cutshawchevrolet.com

(936)687-2014  (903)729-0804
1-800-288-7428

10116 HWY. 287 SOUTH • GRAPELAND

Arrange Your 
Curbside Test-Drive

By Phone or Online Today!

We are open 
and observing 

COVID-19 precautions 
for the safety of our 
customers and staff.

POLITICAL CALENDAR
JULY 14 RUNOFF ELECTION

The above individuals have authorized The Messenger 
to list them as candidates. The political ads were 

paid for by the candidates. For placement, 
contact the Messenger at 936-687-2424. 

* Political ad paid for by those named above.

Early voting: July 6-10

HOUSTON COUNTY COMMISSIONER PRECINCT 3

HOUSTON COUNTY SHERIFF

Ryan Martin

Jimmy McMillan

Randy Hargrove

Houston



Governor
Executive Orders to begin the 
process of reopening the state 
of Texas.  

In the executive orders, select 
activities and services that pose 
minimal to no threat of spread-
ing COVID-19 are allowed to 
reopen using a “retail-to-go” 
model. Certain restrictions on 
surgeries have been loosened 
and - as mentioned earlier - 
schools will remain closed for 
the remainder of the 2019-
2020 academic year. 

“The team of doctors advis-
ing us has determined it would 
be unsafe to allow students to 
gather at schools in the foresee-
able future. As a result, school 

classrooms are closed for the 
remainder of the 2019-2020 
school year. That includes all 
public, private and higher edu-
cation institutions. Teachers 
will be allowed in the classroom 
for video instruction, if they 
choose, or to perform admin-
istrative duties, or to clean out 
their classrooms. For public 
education, TEA Commissioner 
Mike Morath will soon provide 
more details about how to pro-
ceed and he will explore how 
to conduct graduation ceremo-
nies,” Abbott said.    

The exact text of Executive 
Order GA-16 states: “In accor-
dance with the Guidelines 
from the President and the 
CDC, schools shall remain 

temporarily closed to in-per-
son classroom attendance by 
students and shall not recom-
mence before the end of the 
2019-2020 school year. Public 
education teachers and staff 
are encouraged to continue 
to work remotely from home 
if possible, but may return to 
schools to conduct remote 
video instruction, as well as 
perform administrative duties, 
under the strict terms required 
by the Texas Education Agency. 
Private schools and institutions 
of higher education should 
establish similar terms to allow 
teachers and staff to return 
to schools to conduct remote 
video instruction and perform 
administrative duties when it is 

not possible to do so remotely 
from home.”   

 Also within the executive 
orders, Gov. Abbott established 
a Strike Force to Open Texas 
“… a team of nationally rec-
ognized medical experts and 
private and public leaders who 
will advise the Governor on 
safely and strategically reopen-
ing the state of Texas.”

“Texans are battling a colos-
sal challenge—an invisible 
enemy that has tested our lives 
and our livelihoods—but over-
coming challenges is part of 
who we are as Texans. We have 
shown that Texas can continue 
our efforts to contain COVID-
19 while also adopting safe 
standards that will allow us to 

begin the process of reopen-
ing Texas. The Strike Force to 
Open Texas brings together 
nationally recognized medical 
experts with public and private 
sector leaders to achieve this 
mission. By coming together, 
we can get Texans back to work, 
practice safe standards that will 
prevent the spread of COVID-
19, and we can overcome this 
pandemic,” the governor said. 

James Huffines will lead the 
advisory strike force and Mike 
Toomey will serve as Chief 
Operating Officer. Lieutenant 
Governor Dan Patrick, House 
Speaker Dennis Bonnen, 
Attorney General Ken Paxton, 
and Comptroller Glenn Hegar 
will serve as consulting mem-

bers. In addition, Governor 
Abbott has appointed Texas 
Department of State Health 
Services (DSHS) Commissioner 
John Hellerstedt, MD, as Chief 
Medical Officer of the strike 
force. 

The Governor today also 
directed state parks to reopen 
on Monday, April 20 with strict 
guidelines to reduce transmis-
sion of COVID-19 – including 
requiring visitors to wear face 
coverings, maintain a six-foot 
distance from individuals out-
side of their party, and prohib-
iting the gathering of groups 
larger than five.

Will Johnson may be contacted 
via e-mail at wjohnson@messenger-
news.com.   

Continued From Page A1
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CLASSIFIEDS

2020 Grapeland
FFA Buyers Group

Thank You For Your Support!
Financial Insurance

Mike Goolsby
Bartee Construction

Mrs. G.W. Ivey
East Texas Livesetock
Kevin & Diann Maxwell
Harry & Mary Pridgen

Jo Ann Walker
Hochhelm Prairie Insurance

Johnny Sanford
Saucier’s Glass

Gary & Bessie Graham
County Insurance -

Jessica Bridges
Stanley & Linda Faye Skidmore

Prosperity Bank
Grapeland Lions Club

Dr. Don Knight
Platt Heating & Air

Davy Crockett Drug
Grapeland Messenger

Kelly Nicol
           Albert & Kristi James  

Tom & Vicki Gates
RP Feed

 LaWanda Pennington Real 
Estate

Grapeland State Bank
Huff Welding - Steven Huff
Long Drilling - Kelton Long

Caleb & Julie Rhone
Vulcraft - Divison of Nucor

Allen & Pam Cheatham
Cutshaw Chevrolet & 

East Texas Chevy Dealers
Mark & Nancy Schulman 

(in memory of Bill & Christine 
Schulman)

Grapeland Fuel & BBQ
Jack Patton

Josh & Shellee Goolsby
Russell & Judith Currie
Mitchell & Cindy Huff

East Texas Tree Service
Phillip Frizzell

We would like to send a huge “thank you” to each member of the 
Grapeland Buyers Group. In a very difficult spring, especially for our 
seniors, the members of this group made their county fair a success. 

We would also like to thank Scott & Beverly Moore and & the Houston 
County Fair Board for making the online auction possible. From each 

member of the Grapeland FFA Show Team, we thank each of you 
for making our County Fair a success!

   EMPLOYMENT
HELP WANTED – Health care provider needed in 
the Crockett area. Must be dependable. 6 a.m. to 6 
p.m., Saturday 8 a.m. to 6 p.m. Please call and leave 
message, 281-900-8067. Not a cash job. 

FURNISHED APARTMENT FOR RENT

FURNISHED 1 BEDROOM & 2 BEDROOM  – 
FURNISHED 1 bedroom & 2 bedroom. All bills paid 
– including cable, Internet and pool. No move-in 
deposit. First month’s rent - $349. 1600 E. Loop 304. 
Limited availability. 936-544-5611.

COVID-19
City of Crockett received news 
from Crockett Medical Center 
that there are three Houston 
County residents that tested 
positive for COVID-19. We just 
now received the update that 
these tests were confirmed by a 
CDC lab, however this has not 
yet been verified by the Texas 
Department of State Health 
Services (TxDSHS).”

The Messenger first start-
ed tracking the spread of the 
virus in the East Texas area on 
Wednesday, March 25. At that 
time, the TxDSHS reported 
there were 13,325 COVID-19 
tests which had been admin-
istered. The TDHHS further 
reported 974 confirmed cases 
of the Coronavirus Disease and 
12 deaths in the Lone Star State. 

Also on that Wednesday, the 
TxDSHS indicated 82 out of 254 
counties in the state of Texas 
had at least one confirmed case 
of COVID-19. 

Of those counties - as of 
March 25 – the only county 
with a confirmed case of the 
Coronavirus bordering Houston 
or Anderson County was Walker 
County.  

In a span of less than 24 
hours, the TxDSHS reported 
there were 1,396 cases and 18 
deceased. The Thursday, March 
26 update from the TxDSHS 
also indicated there were 92 
counties with a reported case of 
COVID-19. Among the 10 new 
counties were Angelina and 
Nacogdoches Counties.   

On Friday, March 27, the 
TxDSHS updated the figures 
to show there had been 23,666 
COVID-19 tests administered. 
Of those tests, 1,731 cases 
have been confirmed as posi-
tive for the virus. The TxDSHS 
update further indicated the 
Coronavirus has caused 23 
deaths in the state of Texas. 

Of the 254 Texas counties, on 
Friday the 27th, the TxDSHS 
also reported 105 now have 
at least one confirmed case of 
COVID-19. Listed among the 
13 new counties was Cherokee 
County, which borders both 
Houston and Anderson 
Counties. 

Anderson County Judge 
Robert Johnston announced 
on Tuesday, March 31 that 
Anderson County had its first 
confirmed case of the virus.  

A press release from the city 

of Palestine stated as of April 
16, Anderson County now has 
six confirmed cases. Two cases 
have been identified as travel-
acquired cases while three cases 
have been identified as expo-
sure in a workplace. The source 
for the sixth case has not yet 
been determined. All six of the 
confirmed cases in Anderson 
County are in home isolation 
under the care of a physician.  

On Thursday, April 2, the 
TxDSHS reported 50,679 
COVID-19 tests had been 
administered. The results 
showed there were 4,669 cases 
in Texas, with 70 people report-
ed dead. In addition, 143 of the 
254 – or 56 percent - counties 
in Texas had at least one con-
firmed case of the Coronavirus.

By Friday, April 3, 55,764 
tests had been administered in 
Texas. Of those tests, 5,330 test-
ed positive. The TxDSHS also 
reported 90 deaths attributed to 
the Coronavirus. Furthermore, 
nearly 58 percent of all counties 
had at least one reported case. 

By Thursday, April 9, the 
TxDSHS indicated 106,134 tests 
had been administered which 
resulted in 10,230 people test-
ing positive for COVID-19. Of 

those who tested positive, 1,439 
people had been hospitalized.

The April 9 update also 
reported 12 more people had 
perished, bringing the total 
to 199. Also, the TxDSHS 
has reported 170 counties 
with at least one case of the 
Coronavirus, or approximate-
ly 67 percent of all 254 Texas 
counties.  

The numbers have contin-
ued to grow and as of Friday, 
April 17 as of 11:45 am, 169,536 
tests had been administered 
with 17,371 individuals testing 
positive for the Coronavirus. Of 
those who tested positive, the 
TxDSHS reports 1,522 people 
have been hospitalized. 

The April 17 update also 
showed deaths associated with 
the virus had more than dou-
bled over the week going from 
199 to 428. 

Since last week, the number 
of counties with at least one 
case has gone from 170 to 192 
counties or approximately 76 
percent of all 254 Texas coun-
ties.   

A new feature on the TxDSHS 
website is a report on hospi-
tals. As of April 9, the TxDSHS 
reported the state of Texas had 

a total of 50,936 beds. Of the 
nearly 51,000 beds only 20,488 
are available, including 2,248 
Intensive Care Unit (ICU) beds. 
The TxDSHS also reported the 
state of Texas has 6,361 avail-
able ventilators.

By April 17, the numbers had 
increased slightly the TxDSHS 
reported the state of Texas had 
a total of 51,409 beds. Of the 
nearly 52,000 beds only 21,247 
are available, including 2,543 
Intensive Care Unit (ICU) beds. 
The TxDSHS also reported the 
state of Texas has 6,971 avail-
able ventilators.

According to the TxDSHS 
website there are 24 Trauma 
Service Areas (TSA) in the 
state of Texas. Houston and 
Anderson Counties are located 
in TSA G. The 2019 Population 
Estimate in TSA G was 970,139. 

The April 17 numbers 
showed there are 1,731 total 
hospital beds in the area with 
736 available. Of those 736 
beds, there are 103 ICU beds 
along with 195 available ventila-
tors. Currently, there are 43 lab-
confirmed COVID-19 patients 
in the area hospitals.  

As you can see, the COVID-19 
disease is spreading at an alarm-

ing rate in Texas. In a three-week 
time period - from Wednesday, 
March 25 until Friday April 17 - 
the number of confirmed cases 
has jumped from 974 to 17,371 
– an increase of 16,397 cases. 
From Wednesday, March 25 
through Friday, April 17, deaths 
attributed to COVID-19 have 
risen from 12 to 428. 

According to the Centers for 
Disease Control and Prevention 
(CDC), along with the World 
Health Organization (WHO) 
and the Johns Hopkins Center 
for Systems Science and 
Engineering (CSSE), as of April 
17, across the US there were 
699,105 cases of COVID-19 up 
from 432,596 on April 9.

Last week the number of 
Coronavirus related deaths 
stood at 14,831. By Friday of 
this week, the death toll stood 
at 36,773 deaths. The organi-
zations also reported 58,469 
patients have recovered.  

Worldwide, there were 
2,240,191 confirmed cases of 
COVID-19 and 153,379 deaths 
attributed to the virus. The 
CDC, WHO and the CSSE are 
also reporting 567,695 patients 
have recovered from the dis-
ease.  

Continued From Page A1
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Only $125 for 10 weeks
Call 936-687-2424!

BUSINESS CARD DIRECTORY
BURNS FORESTRY

burnsforestry@nctv.com

GARY ALLEN BURNS

P.O. Box 1227
Crockett, TX 75835

The Texas Building
(936) 544-3622

Certified Forester, Wildlife Biologist
& General Real Estate Appraiser

CALDWELL
BUILDERS

GENE CALDWELL

936-240-0197
GENECALDWELLHOMES@AOL.COM

“We Make Your
Dream a Reality!”

• Remodeling
• Painting
• Foam Insulation
• Cabinets
• Concrete Roofing

CUSTOM
HOMEBUILDER

SALES, SERVICE 
& INSTALLATION OF

ALL GAS & ELECTRIC
APPLIANCES

PROPANE
TANKS

HOTPOINT
APPLIANCE REPLACEMENT CENTER

CONSUMERS LP-GAS 
& APPLIANCE CO.

936-544-9645
1-800-247-6231 • 904 South 4th St. • Crockett

903-922-6182M-43027

Residential & Business

• HAIL DAMAGE • HAIL DAMAGE • HAIL DAMAGE

• HAIL DAMAGE • HAIL DAMAGE • HAIL DAMAGE

HA
IL
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AM

AG
E 

• H
AI

L

• HAIL DAM
AG

E • HAIL

EAST TEXAS ROOFING 
& REPAIR

YOUR LOCAL ROOFING 
COMPANY SINCE 1973 

936-544-8349
1-800-234-6177

Bonded 
& Insured

CROCKETT
EYE CLINIC

More Eye Care Diagnostic Instruments Than Any Other Clinic in Texas
DIAGNOSIS & TREATMENT OF EYE DISEASES

STUDENT VISION AND DEVELOPMENTAL PROBLEMS

ALL TYPES OF LENSES AND CONTACT LENSES 
MEDICARE & MEDICAID ACCEPTED

Dr. John A. McCall Jr., O.D. • Dr. Colin Castleberry
Cataract Surgery • Laser Surgery

711 E. Goliad • Crockett, TX 75835 • (936) 544-3763

D TIRES
936-546-2618
936-546-4500

New & Used

161 PR #7173
Crockett, Texas
Hwy. 19 South 
Pass the Loop 

on righthand side

CALL ANYTIME

(936) 544-2291 • 1-800-657-2374
206 S. 5th Street • Crockett

www.crockettinsurance.com

You Can Trust

For All Your Insurance Needs!

SONNY TUNSTALL
Real Estate

13475 U.S. Hwy. 287 North • Grapeland
blt217@hotmail.com

www.sonnytunstall.com

RESIDENTIAL....FARM & RANCH....COMMERCIAL

936.204.2992
MLS: www.har.com • www.landsoftexas.com

Crockett, Texas
MITCHELL CLARK 936-546-5251
Locally owned!

New Construction • Bathroom & Kitchen Remodels • Concrete
Barndominiums • Decks & Fencing • Flooring • Welding

Run a Business Card Size Ad in the newspaper each week

Vulcraft
would be used. 

Craig said the product is 
used for cat-walk flooring in 
areas “… like refineries, steel 
mills, power plants and facili-
ties such as that. It is also used 
for things like sump pit covers. 
It’s used in a lot in walkways 
around rail cars, mezzanine 
flooring and all different types 
of platforms. You will even see 
in bigger warehouses where it’s 
used for storage shelves.”     

“We saw it – as a company 
– as a great complement to 
the products we already offer 
as a Vulcraft group,” Vulcraft 
General Manager Chad Beard 
said. “It made a lot of sense 
that it would be a product we 
would include in the Vulcraft 
arsenal. There is some overlap 
with existing customers and 
also in general, how the busi-
ness works from a fabrication 
standpoint. It made a lot of 

sense because of the synergies 
involved.” 

As to how the project 
began, Vulcraft Production 
Manager Josh Wall said, “We 
started investigating the mar-
ket and looking around. We 
started looking at different 
pieces of modern technology 
from across the country. Last 
year, we even took a trip to 
Europe to look at some of the 
equipment overseas. We actu-
ally started the build phase this 
year and we see that running 
through startup which is some-
where around Q1 (the first 
quarter) of next year.” 

Questioned if the COVID-
19 pandemic had affected the 
project’s timeframe, Wall said 
it had not really caused any 
major delays. 

“Obviously, wherever you go 
– whether it’s to Walmart or to 
work – it is impacting daily life. 
We have been able to continue 
the build process and we’re 

still receiving equipment. So, 
it hasn’t impacted the overall 
project all that much,” he said. 

Once the new facility has 
been completed, the produc-
tion manager said there would 
be approximately 30 new jobs 
created. 

“These will range from 
production/operation jobs 
to commercial and financial 
professionals as well. The vast 
majority will be operations-
oriented teammates who will 
be working out there,” he said.

While the company is still in 
the process of determining the 
starting wages for the grating 
operation, Wall stressed this 
was yet another great oppor-
tunity for folks in the commu-
nity to work for an outstanding 
company. 

Changing gears somewhat, 
Beard said the land used in the 
construction of the facility was 
already owned by Nucor and 
played a major role in the deci-

sion-making process to locate 
the project in Grapeland. He 
further expressed this was not 
the first grating facility Nucor 
was involved with. 

“We have a couple of grating 
operations across the coun-
try. This will be the latest and 
greatest, like Josh said a min-
ute ago, with the best technol-
ogy. We are looking to use the 
latest technology in a brand-
new facility on a location that 
had land readily available. As 
Joe talked about with the prod-
uct and end uses this goes into, 
this is a great part of the coun-
try to put up a new facility to 
serve that market,” Beard said. 

Asked if the new employees 
would come from the local 
area or from existing opera-
tions, Wall said, “I think ideally 
– just as we have always done 
– we would like to pull from 
the talent in the local area. 
We have found great success 
with our joist and deck busi-

ness and we want to contin-
ue that. There will be a huge 
emphasis to hire folks from 
the local communities. Now, 
there will be opportunities for 
other grating folks across the 
company to transfer and help 
us out, as well. That knowledge 
and experience will be helpful 
but, the overwhelming major-
ity should come from the local 
community.”

One area that is currently 
being discussed at the county 
level - concerning the grating 
project - is a tax abatement. 

Beard expanded on this and 
said, “Obviously, this is not on 
the property tax side – what 
would go to the school system. 
We are looking at general sales 
tax abatements. Really, when 
you look at that, it is part of 
the due diligence process of 
where to build. What is the 
cost structure for that part of 
the country or that facility?  As 
we were evaluating as a cor-

poration where to build this, 
that definitely played into the 
decision-making process. We 
kind of assumed we would get 
that support from the county 
and we’re confident we will 
moving forward. It really helps 
the cost structure and helps 
justify putting the project here 
in Grapeland.”  

“I think this is exciting for 
everyone here,” Wall added. 
“It should also be exciting for 
everyone in the community to 
see a business that has been 
here for over 51 years continu-
ing to grow and continuing 
to support the community. I 
want everyone to celebrate, 
not just specifically the team-
mates here in Texas, but also 
the folks in the community.”   

Once the grating facility is 
up and running, there will be 
approximately 400 employees 
under the umbrella of the 
Vulcraft plant in Grapeland. 

Continued From Page A1
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Inspiring Health and Hope. 1050 East Loop 304, Crockett, Texas 75835

936-274-8000

TELEMEDICINE AVAILABLE
AT THE CLINIC

Crockett Medical Center, The Rural Health 
Clinic and Specialty Clinics are currently 
offering Telemedicine. The Texas Medical 

Board ruling due to COVID-19 allows 
physicians and physician assistants to 

establish new patient relationships 
through telemedicine during this crisis. 
This expanded use of telemedicine may 

be used for diagnosis, treatment, ordering 
of tests, and prescribing for all conditions. 

The standard of care must be met in all 
instances.

DELIVERIES CURRENTLY AVAILABLE 
TO SURROUNDING TOWNS!

STOCKMAN’S CAFE

Located at the corner  of U.S. 287/19  and  Texas 294 in Elkhart

(Elkhart, Palestine, Grapeland, Slocum)

HOURS
7 a.m. to 9 p.m.

Monday-Saturday
11-3 p.m. Sunday

903-764-1919

We are also doing free breakfast for the schools until 
this is all over. High school students will need to bring 

their valid high school ID. Mon-Sat. 7-11 a.m.
(Elkhart, Slocum, Grapeland & surrounding areas)

Tidbits from the Farm
By Horace McQueen

There’s lots of talk about interrup-
tions in the food chain — from farm 
to our plates. With the closure of so 
many restaurants — and kids out of 
school — the milk supply is overflow-
ing. Some dairy producers have been 
told by the processors that they could 
not deliver their milk due to oversup-
ply. It’s a terrible event when a hard 
working farmer has to pour out milk 
that will never be consumed. 

And the loss to the farmer is wreck-

ing many farm budgets. We are see-
ing the same events take place across 
the nation on farms that are plowing 
under fruits and vegetables because 
there is no market for the tomatoes, 
potatoes, cucumbers and other crops. 

How this country addresses the issue 
is important — to the farmer and the 
city dwellers. Farmers are business folks 
too — and have bills to pay regardless 
of whether their crops find a profitable 
market. 

Those farmers who a few years ago 
believed the price of their produce 
— and their land values — would rise 
and rise, have been scammed. Grain 
farmers who paid $8,000 to $10,000 
an acre for additional land to farm are 
in a world of hurt. As prices and grain 
and livestock prices head downward, 
bankers are getting nervous. One thing 
for darn sure, we do not need a crash 
on the farm like in the 1980’s. With 
such an event, the food chain would 

be broken maybe beyond repair. And 
who suffers? Not only the farmer and 
rancher, it’s the city folks who have 
taken the farmer for granted for way 
too long. With the movement to bail 
out business across our great land, we 
must have some incentives to keep 
farmers and ranchers in business. If 
not, we’ll have empty bellies and soar-
ing food prices. That’s a “price” most 
Americans don’t want to pay!

Here at home, our sale barns are not 

running a lot of cattle. And the cattle 
being sold are dollars below their cost 
of production on the ranch. A major 
factor in the price collapse is the coro-
na virus which is rampant in our coun-
try. It’s not just having a major effect on 
our meat and poultry producers. 

More and more beef and pork and 
poultry processors are being closed 
due to employees testing positive for 
the virus. Friends, this is not good! 

Horace7338@live.com

“Now on the last day of the feast, Jesus stood 
and cried out, saying, ‘If anyone is thirsty, let 
him come to Me and drink. He who believes 
(trusts) in Me …. Out of his innermost being 
will flow rivers of living water.’” (John 7:37 & 
38) NASV 

What Jesus said here caused a great debate 
to arise as to who He was.   He was trying to 

make the way of salvation clear (by faith alone 
in Him), while the Jewish people there debated 
who He was. In this passage the point of conten-
tion was where Jesus was reared: Nazareth versus 
where the Messiah was to be born: Bethlehem. 
The Jewish crowd knew where He was raised, 
but no one had checked out where He was born! 
So, they just assumed it was in Nazareth. So sad!

Weekly Bible Commentary   
By Wes Woodard

John 7 - Jesus’ Words Caused Division
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Superintendent Michael Woodard
Board of Trustees: President Kelly Nicol, Vice President Bobbie Jo Frizzell, 

Secretary Willie Patton, members Dr. Michael Allen, 
Jeffrey Catoe, Chris Morris and Richard Smith.

Inspiring and empowering students through 
perseverance with a passion for success.

LATEXO
INDEPENDENT SCHOOL DISTRICT

LAWRENCE REALTY
For All Your Real Estate Needs

www.lawrencerealestateonline.com

720 East Loop 304
Crockett, Texas 75835

(936) 544-4747

www.MaydMedia.com

    TERRI
MEADOWS

Houston County Clerk

KENNARD
ISD

Crockett Superintendent 
John Emerich & Crockett ISD 

Board of Trustees: 
President Lela P. Wheeler, 

Vice President Karen Norman, 
Secretary Dr. John Garner, 

members Mo Amjad, Ansel Bradshaw, 
Josh Crabtree and Roy Johnson

CROCKETT ISD

amelinck
Guns

Joshua Hamelinck

joshuahamelinck@hamelinckguns.com
416 FM 2663 • Crockett, TX 75835

903-262-8397

DAPHNE
SESSION

County Attorney for Houston County

Election
governor’s most recent execu-
tive order as, for all practical 
purposes, mandating that May 
elections be postponed.” 

The guidance issued by the 
Texas Secretary of State’s Office 

stated, “Governor Abbott’s 
March 31, 2020 executive 
order (Executive Order GA 
14): includes, but is not lim-
ited to, the following items.  It: 
(1) extends social distancing 
guidelines through April 30th, 
(2) defines essential services, 
and (3) extends school closures 

across the state through May 4, 
2020.” 

“If you haven’t already moved 
your May 2 election,” the guid-
ance continued, “you must 
take action to do so immedi-
ately! This most recent execu-
tive order will prevent you 
from securing polling places, 

recruiting election workers, and 
allowing voters a safe way to 
exercise their right to vote.  If 
you don’t move your May 2nd 
election, you are subjecting vot-
ers to health risks and potential 
criminal violations.  Failure to 
postpone your election will put 
your election at severe risk for 

an election contest.” 
Following several minutes 

of discussion, the resolution to 
move the May 2 election to 
November was approved by a 
4-1 margin, with Councilman 
George Pierson voting in oppo-
sition.     

In other matters brought 

before the City Council:
• Consent agenda items were

approved. 
• Departmental reports were

received as information by the 
council. 

• Police Sgt. Carly Foster was
promoted to Lieutenant. 

Continued From Page A1
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