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Wise Up  
Pure Goodness   Part 2 of 8  
July 17, 2016      Mark Welch  
(All Scriptures from New Living Translation unless 
otherwise Noted)  
 
Psalm 111:10  
Fear of the LORD is the foundation of true wisdom.  
    All who obey his commandments will grow in wisdom. 
Praise him forever!  
 
James 3:17-18  
17 But the wisdom from above is first of all (1) pure. It is 
also (2) peace loving, (3) gentle at all times, and (4) willing 
to yield to others. It is (5) full of mercy and the fruit of good 
deeds. It (6) shows no favoritism and is (7) always sincere.
18 And those who are peacemakers will plant seeds of peace 
and reap a harvest of righteousness. 
 
The Meaning of “PURE”?  
Merriam-Webster’s Online Dictionary 
…unmixed; free from taint; free from harshness; free from 
what weakens, or pollutes; containing nothing that does not 
properly belong…  
PURE WISDOM THAT BRINGS PURE GOODNESS 
 
1.  Not MIXED with Worldly Philosophy 
1 Corinthians 2:1-6  
1 When I first came to you, dear brothers and sisters, I 
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didn’t use lofty words and impressive wisdom to tell you 
God’s secret plan.  2 For I decided that while I was with you 
I would forget everything except Jesus Christ, the one who 
was crucified. 3 I came to you in weakness—timid and 
trembling. 4 And my message and my preaching were very 
plain. Rather than using clever and persuasive speeches, I 
relied only on the power of the Holy Spirit. 5 I did this so 
you would trust not in human wisdom but in the power of 
God. 
6 Yet when I am among mature believers, I do speak with 
words of wisdom, but not the kind of wisdom that belongs 
to this world or to the rulers of this world, who are soon 
forgotten.  
 
2.  Is only proven by TIME 
 

1 Corinthians 2:7-9  
7 No, the wisdom we speak of is the mystery of God—his 
plan that was previously hidden, even though he made it for 
our ultimate glory before the world began. 8 But the rulers 
of this world have not understood it; if they had, they would 
not have crucified our glorious Lord. 9 That is what the 
Scriptures mean when they say,  
   “No eye has seen, no ear has heard,  
      and no mind has imagined 
   what God has prepared 
      for those who love him.”  
 
PURE WISDOM is Refined…No Quick Answers. 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3.  Only comes by KNOWING THE ALL-WISE GOD  

Make God Your MAIN THING 
 
1 Corinthians 2:10-12  
10 But it was to us that God revealed these things by his 
Spirit. For his Spirit searches out everything and shows us 
God’s deep secrets. 11 No one can know a person’s thoughts 
except that person’s own spirit, and no one can know God’s 
thoughts except God’s own Spirit. 12 And we have received 
God’s Spirit (not the world’s spirit), so we can know the 
wonderful things God has freely given us.  

4.  Is only SEEN with new EYES…and UNDERSTOOD 
through a NEW MIND 
1 Corinthians 2:13-16  
13 When we tell you these things, we do not use words that 
come from human wisdom. Instead, we speak words given 
to us by the Spirit, using the Spirit’s words to explain 
spiritual truths. 14 But people who aren’t spiritual can’t 
receive these truths from God’s Spirit. It all sounds foolish 
to them and they can’t understand it, for only those who are 
spiritual can understand what the Spirit means. 15 Those 
who are spiritual can evaluate all things, but they 
themselves cannot be evaluated by others. 16 For,  
   “Who can know the LORD’s thoughts? 
      Who knows enough to teach him?” 
   But we understand these things, for we have the mind of 
Christ. 
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Mark 8:17-18 
17 Don’t you know or understand even yet? Are your hearts 
too hard to take it in? 18 ‘You have eyes—can’t you see? You 
have ears—can’t you hear?’ Don’t you remember anything 
at all? 
 
2 Corinthians 5:7  
We live by faith, not by sight.  

Ephesians 4:22-24  
22 throw off your old sinful nature and your former way of 
life, which is corrupted by lust and deception. 23 Instead, let 
the Spirit renew your thoughts and attitudes. 24 Put on your 
new nature, created to be like God—truly righteous and 
holy.  
 
Romans 12:1-2  
1 And so, dear brothers and sisters, I plead with you to give 
your bodies to God because of all he has done for you. Let 
them be a living and holy sacrifice—the kind he will find 
acceptable. This is truly the way to worship him. 2 Don’t 
copy the behavior and customs of this world, but let God 
transform you into a new person by changing the way you 
think. Then you will learn to know God’s will for you, 
which is good and pleasing and perfect.  

PURE WISDOM = PURE ENJOYMENT 
 
James 3:17-18  
17 But the wisdom from above is first of all (1) pure. It is 
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also (2) peace loving, (3) gentle at all times, and (4) willing 
to yield to others. It is (5) full of mercy and the fruit of good 
deeds. It (6) shows no favoritism and is (7) always sincere.
18 And those who are peacemakers will plant seeds of peace 
and reap a harvest of righteousness. 


