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SIMPLIFY 
Living Wisdom, Part 3 of 4 
Mark Welch    May 22, 2016  
(All Scriptures from New Living Translation unless otherwise Specified)  
 
IF SOLOMON WAS UPSIDE DOWN… 
 
-In your time of trouble, the Lord is nowhere to be found. He’ll always allow your foot to 
be snared.  

-When you have resources that could help someone else, keep them to yourself. Don’t 
share your stuff. Sharing stuff is bad.  

-Love stirs up conflict, but a good dose of hatred covers over all wrongs.  

-A gossip is a lovely person. Try to be untrustworthy at every turn.  

-Anxiety is great for the heart! Worry as much as you can.  
 
-Stay close to fools. You may not find knowledge on their lips, but what they say will 
never fail to entertain.  

-Who needs life-giving correction? Hang out with people who will affirm your every 
wrong move.  

-Always associate with people who are easily angered, so that you can learn their ways 
and get yourself ensnared.  

-Speak often to fools. Use coarse language, just like they do.  

SO WHY DO WE CHOOSE TO LIVE FOOLISHLY?  TO IGNORE GOD’S WISDOM? 

ARE YOU TEACHABLE? 

The Message, by Eugene Peterson:  

-Start with GOD—the first step in learning is bowing down to GOD; only fools thumb 
their noses at such wisdom and learning  
 
Proverbs 4:23  
Above all else, guard your heart,  
    for everything you do flows from it. 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WISDOM’S THREE THEMES WHEN IT COMES TO RELATIONSHIPS…  

1. TRUST God 
  

2. Care for OTHERS  

3. Live as a person of PEACE  
 
WHAT IT MEANS TO TRUST GOD! 
 
Proverbs 3:5-6  
5Trust in the LORD with all your heart;  
    do not depend on your own understanding. 
6 Seek his will in all you do,  
    and he will show you which path to take. 

Zephaniah 3:17  
For the LORD your God is living among you. He is a mighty savior. He will take delight in 
you with gladness. With his love, he will calm all your fears. He will rejoice over you with 
joyful songs. 

James 4:8  
Come close to God, and God will come close to you. Wash your hands, you sinners; 
purify your hearts, for your loyalty is divided between God and the world.  

1 John 1:9 
But if we confess our sins to him, he is faithful and just to forgive us our sins and to 
cleanse us from all wickedness.  
 
So if you are fully devoted to becoming a “fruit-bearing follower” of Christ, how do you 
do this? 

Q:  WHO IS IN YOUR INNER CIRCLE? 
 
AN EXCELLENT ANTIDOTE:  LIFEGROUPS 

Proverbs 2:20-22  
So—join the company of good men and women,  
    keep your feet on the tried-and-true paths. 
It’s the men who walk straight who will settle this land,  
    the women with integrity who will last here. 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The corrupt will lose their lives;  
    the dishonest will be gone for good. 
 
FORGIVENESS BRINGS A SIMPLIFIED, LESS COMPLICATED LIFE 


