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ADVERTISING FEATURE

travel options for the mature west australian

A sausage, a sele and stock exchange priced beer - three uncanny
Singapore experiences to nd in Chinatown...

by Steve Collins

back Tours”
d
e
R
ie
ss
u
A

DAY TOURS
Xmas in July
Northern Wildowers
Balingup Medieval Carnivale

10 July 2016
7 & 21 August 2016
28 August 2016

EXTENDED TOURS
Gibb River - Bungle Bungles 15 Days 18 June 2016
Seniors $4900 Adults $4950 S/Sup $980
Kimberley Dreaming Tour 9 Days
15 July 2016
Seniors $3600pp Adults $3650 S/Sup $500
Historic Outback Tours 15 Days
6 August 2016
Seniors $4350pp Adults $4400 S/Supp $950
Mt Augustus - Kennedy Range 7 Days
At Wildower Time!
Seniors $1740pp Adults $1790pp S/Supp $450
All tours are fully accommodated motel/cabin
Call Aussie Redback Tours for bookings
and full itineraries 1300 662 026
or email aussieredbacktours@yahoo.com.au

This was much better than dieting because
the more I drank the skinnier my face became. If I
had of known this earlier
I would have taken a full
length sele so I could
watch myself get slimmer
just by drinking iced coffee.
The saddest part is
when you ingest the last of
your face.
By then I really needed
to get moving again, to
walk oﬀ all those calories
I’d just enjoyed.

UPCOMING
2016 TOURS

9 May
20 May
30 May

Chidlow
Mundaring Crafty Corner
3 Day Wave Rock Tour

$75
$75
$795*

10 June
28 June

Paddy’s Bush Bar
Dwellingup

$80
$85

7 July
25 July

Xmas in July @ Seabird Tavern
Coorinja Winery Toodyay

$85
$85

10 August
30 August

York & Beverley
Mystery Tour

$85
$85

*twin share price per person

Call Elite Tours on 9314 2170
www.elitetours.net.au

Toll free: 1300 842 688

E: sales@mwtravel.com.au
W: www.mwtravel.com.au
Inclusions: All ights with taxes and fuel surcharge, meals, 4-5*
hotels, sightseeing & tranfers, English Speaking Tour Guide,
tipping for most of tours. *Travel insurance, visa are excluded
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I WAS wandering through
Singapore’s
Chinatown
when the heavens suddenly opened up. It was a
typical tropical storm, raindrops as large as marbles
fell in a torrent from the
darkened skies.
Charging for the cover of
a nearby food market I was
nearly soaked after just a
few seconds. When nally
protected I looked around
for something to drink and
perhaps a small snack to
keep me occupied for the
duration of the storm.
I had started to love the
local iced lemon tea, which
is brilliantly refreshing in
Singapore’s hot and sultry
climate. Being smack-bang
in the middle of Chinatown
I was expecting to order
usual Asian fare, noodles,
pork buns, perhaps one
or two dim sum snacks.
Then I saw a large sign for
the Wuerstelstand which
proudly advertised that it
was: the last sausage kiosk
before the equator.
Truthfully, that’s no idle
boast for Singapore is indeed very close to the
equator and sausage kiosks are not terribly common throughout Asia.
The stall was owned by
Erich, an ex-pat Austrian,

who seemed to have the
Singaporean market for
German-style
sausage
pretty well covered. He also
did a nice line in Backstube,
Austrian-style
muﬃns.
Erich is a fantastic, largerthan-life, lanky character
who is both garrulous and
very entertaining. He was
immaculately dressed in a

around the bar. Emblazoned across them were
the brand names of beers,
with their prices heralded in
diﬀerent colours in the next
row.
These
prices
are
changed every 20 minutes. I didn’t ask why they
magically changed after 20
minutes. Perhaps that’s the
average time for chugging
down a pint? In which case,
beer drinking is about the
only pursuit I can accomplish in better-than-average
time.
I learnt that if the price is
unchanged, its colour appears as white. If the price
has risen, green is the indicator. The one to look for is
red, for this conrms that
particular brew is cheaper
than previously. The spot
prices are based on popularity; the more a particular

good to dismiss, so I took
the camera and pulled a
stupid face, not that you
can tell with me.
After ordering an iced
coﬀee I sat at an outside
table and waited. Soon,
my drink arrived and, as
promised, my face was
emblazoned across the
foam in full colour. I have
no idea how the printing
process works, but it was
actually quite impressive.
So, I put a straw through
my eye and started drinking.
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Clockwise from left; #Sele Coﬀee - The Wuerstelstand - be emblazoned in coﬀee at #Sele Coﬀee

spotlessly clean, starched
chef’s jacket, and for me he
even donned a tall toque.
Erich would have looked
at home in a Michelin three
star kitchen.
His signature currywurst
was indeed a delicious and
very cheap accompaniment to the iced lemon tea.
The Wuerstelstand was
not what I was expecting
to nd in Chinatown but my
trip was denitely enriched
by having the opportunity
to taste and discuss sausage with Erich.
Singaporeans are known
for their business acumen and in nearby Clarke
Quay I found a bar that
operates much like a stock
exchange. By climbing a
steep, dark staircase I entered a large space that
is the beer market. Big
screens were scattered

beer sells, the higher its
price. Those that are seldom purchased lose value.
Not all beers are initially
priced the same, so that
even if a poor-selling beer
drops in price, it may still be
more expensive that those
on the rise. Reason being
that not all beers are the
same. Price depends on
type, brand and especially
alcoholic content, with
strong beers costing more
than light beers.
I had one beer, admittedly one that had fallen
in price, then left, guring
that I would save a lot more
money by not drinking beer
at all.
There was one experience in Singapore that I
have never had before –
sucking my own face.
This was in one of my
favourite areas, Kampong
Glam, around Arab Street,
which now is a really hip
place. Whilst idling along
Haji Lane which, with its
garishly-painted buildings,
cafes and boutiques, is
full of interesting places to
visit, I saw a shop called
#Sele Coﬀee.
Being naturally curious I
ambled in to ask how it all
worked.
They hand you a camera,
you take a sele, choose
your brew, and it gets delivered with your face printed
on the foam. I’m not at all
into taking seles, but this
opportunity seemed too

15 Days Natural Wonders of China

20 Days Japan, Korea & Taiwan Triple Indulgence

Zhangjiajie, Tian Men Mountain, Yichang, Three
Gorges Cruise, Chongqing, Jiuzhaigou & Chengdu
Fully inclusive from $4,785

Taipei, Sun Moon Lake, Kaohsiung, Kenting, Seoul,
Gongju, Suncheon, Tokyo, Mt.Fuji, Kyoto & Osaka
Fully inclusive from $6,895

16 Days Vietnam & Cambodia delights

15 Days Japan Cherry Blossom and Garden 2017

Hanoi, Halong Bay, Hue, Hoi An, Danang,
Ho Chi Minh City, Phnom Penh & Siem Rep
Fully inclusive from $4,495

Tokyo, Hakone, Mt Fuji, Takayama, Kanazawa, Kyoto,
Nara, Hiroshima, Miyajima, Kobe & Osaka
Fully inclusive from $7,080

14 Days The Spirits of India with Camel Fair

16 Days Mighty Yangtze and Hong Kong

Kolkata, Varanasi, Agra, Fatehpur Sikri,
Jaipur, Pushkar & Delhi
Fully inclusive from $4,885

Shanghai, Nanjing, Wuhan, Fengdu, Chongqing,
Victoria Cruise on Three Gorges and Hong Kong
Fully inclusive from $4,145

19 Days Sri Lanka, India & Nepal Triple Indulgence

15 Days The Best of Vietnam

Colombo, Kandy, Yala, Bentota, Delhi, Agra,
Ranthambore, Jaipur, Ranthambore & Jaipur
Fully inclusive from $7,988

Hochiminh City, Saigon, Mekong Delta, Hanoi,
Cu Chi Tunnels, Dalat, Nha Trang, Danang & Hoi An
Fully inclusive from $4,035

Experience the beauty, culture and gourmet delights of the heart of Australia on board the All Inclusive Ghan Expedition Rail journey!
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The Outback Discoverer 10 DAY HOLIDAY PACKAGE 2 to 11 October 2016

$3,382 per person twin share
or $4,345 solo travellers

Western Australian Visitor Centre
55 William Street, Perth

FREECALL 1800 812 808
Email wa@ausvc.com.au

We provide a free booking service for Great Southern Rail,
accommodation, car hire, tours and much more.

PACKAGE INCLUDES:
• 3 Nights’ accommodation at the 5 Star Oaks Elan Darwin with uninterrupted views over Darwin Harbour and Frances Bay
• Exclusive 3-course Sunset group dinner inclusive of drinks and overlooking Darwin
• 4 days aboard The All Inclusive Ghan Expedition
• With full day inclusive Off Train Excursions at Katherine Gorge, Alice Springs and Coober Pedy.
• Katherine Gorge: Choice of a spectacular gorge cruise or Katherine Outback Experience
• Alice Springs: A town tour of various landmarks and a visit to the Dessert Park or a guided walk through Simpsons Gap
• Coober Pedy: Tour many of Coober Pedy’s many underground sites as well as lunch in an underground setting. Enjoy sunset drinks
and canapés at Breakaways • 3 Nights’ accommodation at the 5 Star Stamford Plaza Adelaide

Please note that ights are not included. Prices are valid for all bookings prior to 04 July 2016. Please note that any components of the package are subject to change. Please be advised that Australian Visitor Centres P/L always acts as a travel agent
in booking or arranging travel related services on your behalf. Therefore the contracted responsibility and liability to provide or deliver those services is always that of the relevant services provider.

