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 News from the NM Transit Association President 

Dear NMTA Members, 

 

Here it is June and the 
Summer months are 
upon us. Spring has 
been very eventful, 
challenging, and even 

rewarding. Most of our state is experiencing a             
moderate to severe drought, decreased businesses, 
hardships finding employees, and just the Covid 
Pandemic in general. We have also seen increasing 
violence nationwide in recent months, including  a 
transit system in California.  We can not help the 
drought or the increasing violence,  except by being 
ever vigilant to what is occurring around us.               
However, we can help with the Covid Pandemic, 
and we are. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Our NMTA transit family has been very successful in 
helping this state to start the transition towards 
normality. Our providers have continually been out 
there supporting NM citizens every day in various 
ways, such as safe, disinfected buses. Add to that 
mix a successful Covid vaccine program and the 
amounts of infections and deaths have declined 
drastically. Now we are seeing an increase in bus 
capacity to 50% of full. What a step in the right   
direction. You have all impacted lives in a positive 
manner throughout this ordeal. Let us continue to 
stay informed of changing procedures and continue 
to follow all of the Federal guidelines for public 
transit. 

 

In other news, I would like to formally welcome our 
newest board members. 

Tom Marking from AARP has been elected as our 
Professional Business Member. 

Also, congratulations to Christy Ladd from Ohkay 
Owingeh representing Tribal Transit; Elizabeth 
Carter from Rio Metro Regional Transit District,   
Director At Large;  and James Barela from Atomic 
City Transit - Los Alamos County, Director At Large 
for retaining their seats on the NMTA  Board of   
Directors.  

In sad news, we have to say goodbye to Stan 
Cooper. He has retired after many years of service, 
not only for this state, but also for NMTA. He will be 
greatly missed.  

 

Sincerely,  

Joseph E. Hardin  

NMTA President 
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News from New 

Mexico 

Department of 

Transportation   

News From NM Department of Transportation 

Updated NMDOT COVID Response Guidance 

On June 25, NMDOT Transit and Rail updated 

its COVID response guidance for operators of 

public transportation. The updated guidance 

is available at the following link: 

https://dot.state.nm.us/content/dam/nmdot/

Transit_Rail/NM%20COVID19%20Transit%

20Response%20Guidance.pdf 

FY22 5310 and 5311 Program Awards 

The FY22 5310 and 5311 program awards 

packet is available at the following link: 

https://dot.state.nm.us/content/dam/nmdot/

Transit_Rail/FY22_Award_Packet.pdf. CARES 

and ARP funds are included in the awards. The 

presentation of the Section 5310 awards took 

place via Microsoft Teams on June 7. A Teams 

meeting to present the Section 5311 awards 

was held on June 8. 

NMDOT Comprehensive Training Program 

NMDOT is excited to continue to develop 

standards and practices for a comprehensive 

training program that meets or exceeds             

industry standards for all New Mexico small 

urban (5307) and rural public (5311) and            

human service (5310) transit bus and van  

operators. To kick off this program, a series of 

online meetings were held in January 2021. 

The meetings presented the two-phase             

approach that NMDOT will be taking to insure 

all bus and van operators receive ongoing 

comprehensive and professional driver                

training and explained that each agency will 

create a system to monitor and document this 

training.  

Phase I of the training is to provide a                 

standardized starting point and foundation for 

consistent training for all 5307, 5311, and 

5310 funded subrecipients’ driving staff,              

regardless of time in their position. NMDOT 

has chosen the National RTAP Safety Training 

& Rural Transit (START) online course to serve 

as the standard for NMDOT FTA subrecipient 

program bus operators. The START course is a 

comprehensive and effective method to cover 

needed driver skills. All drivers would then be 

required to take the training between January 

20 and May 31, 2021. The agency will file  

certifications with the NMDOT as verification 

of completion. 

Phase II of the training will offer an on-going 

veteran driver training program after the 

START training is complete. This will begin in 

June 2021. The program will include training 

in the following areas: Defensive Driving 

Recertification, Passenger Assistance, and 

Crisis Management/Safety and Security. 

Starting in February 2021, 4 monthly meetings 

will be held by a Training Advisory Committee, 

made up of a small group of subrecipient 

transit provider representatives from 5307, 

5310 and 5311 agencies, who will help to       

determine the content for the trainings. 

https://dot.state.nm.us/content/dam/nmdot/Transit_Rail/NM%20COVID19%20Transit%20Response%20Guidance.pdf
https://dot.state.nm.us/content/dam/nmdot/Transit_Rail/NM%20COVID19%20Transit%20Response%20Guidance.pdf
https://dot.state.nm.us/content/dam/nmdot/Transit_Rail/NM%20COVID19%20Transit%20Response%20Guidance.pdf
https://dot.state.nm.us/content/dam/nmdot/Transit_Rail/FY22_Award_Packet.pdf
https://dot.state.nm.us/content/dam/nmdot/Transit_Rail/FY22_Award_Packet.pdf
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 Federal Law Requiring Mask Usage 

Effective February 1, 2021, all passengers 

and drivers (with limited exceptions) are     

required to wear properly-worn face 

masks on public transportation. More 

information is available at the following 

links. 

USDOT FAQs on Mask Mandate 
https://www.transportation.gov/safety/
mask-travel-guidance#FTA 
Executive Order on Promoting COVID-19       
Safety in Domestic and International  
Travel 
https://www.whitehouse.gov/briefing-
room/presidential-actions/2021/01/21/
executive-order-promoting-covid-19-
safety-in-domestic-and-international-
travel/  
Centers for Disease Control Order:                   
Requirements for Persons to Wear                   
Masks While on Conveyances                      
and at Transportation Hubs 
https://www.cdc.gov/quarantine/pdf/
Mask-Order-CDC_GMTF_01-29-21-p.pdf 

Transportation Security Administration 
COVID-19 Hub 
https://www.tsa.gov/coronavirus 

The NM COVID-19 Transit Response                 
Guidance has also been updated to           
reflect this change, and is available at this 
link:                                                               
https://dot.state.nm.us/content/dam/
nmdot/Transit_Rail/NM%20COVID19%
20Transit%20Response%20Guidance.pdf  

Other useful links include: 

FTA Frequently Asked Questions on 
COVID-19 and CARES Act                           
https://www.transit.dot.gov/frequently-
asked-questions-fta-grantees-regarding-
coronavirus-disease-2019-covid-
19#CARES 

Centers for Disease Control – What Bus 

Transit Operators Need to Know About 

COVID-19                                               

https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-

ncov/community/organizations/bus-

transit-operator.html 

Environmental Protection Agency - List N:       
Disinfectants for Use Against SARS-CoV-2 
https://www.epa.gov/pesticide-
registration/list-n-disinfectants-use-
against-sars-cov-2 

Transit Bureau contact list 

Kevin Olinger                                                                     

(505) 469-3595                                                                   

Kevin.Olinger@state.nm.us  

Deborah Bach                                                                   

(505) 819-9112                                                                  

Deborah.Bach@state.nm.us  

Gabrielle Chavez                                                           

(505) 469-4413                                                                 

Gabrielle.Chavez@state.nm.us 

Alexis Corning-Padilla                                                         

(505) 699-4384                                                                  

AlexisCorn-

ing.Padil@state.nm.us  

Jason Park                                                                        

(505) 490-5347                                                              

Jason.Park@state.nm.us  

Vijay Ummadi                                                                   

(505) 469-7890                                                                

VijayK.Ummadi@state.nm.us  

Coronavirus Response and Relief Supplemental Appropriations Act of 

2021 (CRRSAA) 

On December 27, CRRSAA was signed 

into law. CRRSAA does not contain any 

additional funding for New Mexico rural 

transit providers. Urban providers              

received a small amount of additional 

funding, and the state was allocated a 

very small amount of Section 5310                   

assistance. More information on the      

administration of the CRRSAA Section 

5310 funding will be available soon. 

American Rescue Plan Act of 2021 (ARP) 

On March 11, ARP was signed into law. 

The New Mexico Section 5311 program 

received about $2.5 million for rural 

transit and about $1.75 million for              

intercity public transportation. The state 

also received another very small amount 

of Section 5310 assistance. Our annual 

program awards packet provides more 

information on how these funds will be 

distributed. 

https://www.transportation.gov/safety/mask-travel-guidance#FTA
https://www.transportation.gov/safety/mask-travel-guidance#FTA
https://www.whitehouse.gov/briefing-room/presidential-actions/2021/01/21/executive-order-promoting-covid-19-safety-in-domestic-and-international-travel/
https://www.whitehouse.gov/briefing-room/presidential-actions/2021/01/21/executive-order-promoting-covid-19-safety-in-domestic-and-international-travel/
https://www.whitehouse.gov/briefing-room/presidential-actions/2021/01/21/executive-order-promoting-covid-19-safety-in-domestic-and-international-travel/
https://www.whitehouse.gov/briefing-room/presidential-actions/2021/01/21/executive-order-promoting-covid-19-safety-in-domestic-and-international-travel/
https://www.whitehouse.gov/briefing-room/presidential-actions/2021/01/21/executive-order-promoting-covid-19-safety-in-domestic-and-international-travel/
https://www.cdc.gov/quarantine/pdf/Mask-Order-CDC_GMTF_01-29-21-p.pdf
https://www.cdc.gov/quarantine/pdf/Mask-Order-CDC_GMTF_01-29-21-p.pdf
https://www.tsa.gov/coronavirus
https://dot.state.nm.us/content/dam/nmdot/Transit_Rail/NM%20COVID19%20Transit%20Response%20Guidance.pdf
https://dot.state.nm.us/content/dam/nmdot/Transit_Rail/NM%20COVID19%20Transit%20Response%20Guidance.pdf
https://dot.state.nm.us/content/dam/nmdot/Transit_Rail/NM%20COVID19%20Transit%20Response%20Guidance.pdf
https://www.transit.dot.gov/frequently-asked-questions-fta-grantees-regarding-coronavirus-disease-2019-covid-19#CARES
https://www.transit.dot.gov/frequently-asked-questions-fta-grantees-regarding-coronavirus-disease-2019-covid-19#CARES
https://www.transit.dot.gov/frequently-asked-questions-fta-grantees-regarding-coronavirus-disease-2019-covid-19#CARES
https://www.transit.dot.gov/frequently-asked-questions-fta-grantees-regarding-coronavirus-disease-2019-covid-19#CARES
https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/community/organizations/bus-transit-operator.html
https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/community/organizations/bus-transit-operator.html
https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/community/organizations/bus-transit-operator.html
https://www.epa.gov/pesticide-registration/list-n-disinfectants-use-against-sars-cov-2
https://www.epa.gov/pesticide-registration/list-n-disinfectants-use-against-sars-cov-2
https://www.epa.gov/pesticide-registration/list-n-disinfectants-use-against-sars-cov-2
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Highlighting 

New  

Mexico 

Transit  

Members  

Rio Metro 

Regional 

Transit     

District 

 

 

 

Rio Metro RTD Teams With TSA to Conduct an Online Table Top Exercise 

On Thursday, May 20, 2021, from 9:00am—
10:45am, Rio Metro Regional Transit District’s 
Valencia Team and representatives from the U.S. 
Department of Homeland Security/
Transportation Security Administration met 
online to conduct an exercise about response 
during a simulated security situation. The goal 
was to present staff with a plausible yet out-of-
the-ordinary event observed in transit facilities, 
and to hear about response procedures from the 
point-of-view of several different positions that 
would be involved in the incident mitigation.  

Participants were chosen based on their potential 
levels of involvement in a security incident, and 
included the RMRTD Assistant Transit Director 
Elizabeth Carter, Valencia County Transit                  
Manager Leon Cordova, Supervisor Denise Kurtz, 
Dispatcher Yvonne Perez, Training Officer David 
Maes, Safety Officer Stephanie Paiz, Senior       
Transit Operator Veronica Campbell, and Junior 
Transit Operator Avrian Jaramillo. The mix of   
personnel and years of experience contributed to 
the overall ability for persons in different                  
disciplines to hear/learn about the response 
efforts of other disciplines within the                                
organization. The common purpose of                          
responding to a potential security breach                
afforded the ability to see how RMRTD staff 
would ultimately come together to thwart an 
innocuous situation at its roots. 

While details about the specific scenario                    
presented to RMRTD staff cannot be discussed 
due to preserving the future participation of              
other agencies, suffice it to say that the scenario 

was chosen to get staff thinking about individual 
and collective responses in unusual (yet very  
realistic) circumstances. 

Leon Cordova, Transit Manager of the RMRTD 
Valencia Division, said that this simulation “was a 
great way of keeping involvement in all levels.”  

Elizabeth Carter, RMRTD Assistant Transit                
Director—Bus remarked that “certain things do 
not happen often, and we forget what should be 
done.” 

Stephanie Paiz, RMRTD Safety Officer said that 
“this exercise definitely warrants the need to 
have more conversations about the unexpected, 
and our response to unusual circumstances.” The 
Exercise gathered a diversified point of view that 
helped to find out what coworkers would suggest 
as the next steps to take in an effort to be more 
prepared for unusual/potentially volatile              
situations. The Exercise helped RMRTD staff to 
identify areas of strength in response, as well as 
areas where improvement is needed in                       
communications, policies, training, and                     
preparation. 

 

Share Your Story!!!  

It is always so exciting to hear what transit is doing throughout New Mexico. NMTA is working                         
diligently to highlight our New Mexico agencies through the NMTA Quarterly Newsletter, Social Media, 

and Op-eds.  

As you all know, transit does so much in each of our communities. The goal of NMTA is to let New           
Mexico residents and government know what all transit does in our state. The more stories you share 

with us, the more information we have to do this.  

Articles can be to highlight that special staff member who always goes above and beyond to ensure 
quality service, stories from our passengers sharing their stories of the importance of transit in their 

lives, or what your agency is doing in your community to assist with community activities/events.  

Email your story to Melissa Drake at mdrake@nm-ta.com today!  
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Rail Runner Has Resumed Full Passenger Service  

On Monday, May 24, 2021, the New Mexico 
Rail Runner Express resumed its full                        
pre-COVID schedule including weekend train 
service. The Rail Runner had reopened for 
limited passenger service in March after            
nearly a year-long suspension due to the                
pandemic.  

“We’ve worked side-by-side with the State in 
watching the current downward trend in 
Covid cases, and it’s given us an opportunity 
to ramp up our service and return to our more 
robust pre-pandemic schedule”, said Terry 
Doyle, Director of Rio Metro Regional Transit 
District – the agency that oversees the Rail 
Runner. 

While there are more choices for passengers 
when it comes to riding the Rail Runner, train 
capacity is still limited to 25-percent to ensure 
social distancing. 

“We want people to feel safe while traveling 
on the Rail Runner”, said Dewey V. Cave,                       
Executive Director of Rio Metro.  

Enhanced protocols for disinfecting and  
cleaning of train cars throughout the day    
remain in place, as do requirements for both 
passengers and train staff to wear protective 
face coverings in accordance with the Federal 
mandate.  

To learn more visit www.riometro.org/
fullschedule. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

News from 

Rio Metro 
Regional  

Transit  

District  

New Rio Metro Program Offers Free Transit Options 

The Rio Metro Regional Transit District has 
launched a new program called Rio Metro 
ACCESS, which provides free transportation 
options for New Mexico residents who are 
receiving employment, housing, personal                  
stability assistance, and other activities to  
improve their lives. 

“Transportation is a key service in people’s 
lives, and when not available, it is often the 
issue keeping people from obtaining                        
employment or accessing medical services,” 
says Rio Metro Executive Director Dewey V. 
Cave. “Rio Metro ACCESS is one way that we 
can help offer reliable transportation to those 
who need it.” 

Through a grant from the New Mexico             
Department of Transportation, Rio Metro  
ACCESS can issue free train and bus passes to 
social service agencies who in turn will               
distribute those passes to their qualifying  
clients.  

“We are slowly coming out of what has been a 
very challenging year for many due to the        
pandemic,” said Terry Doyle, Director of Rio 
Metro. “Our hope is that these free passes will 
help ease the transportation burden on those 
in central New Mexico.” 

For more details on Rio Metro ACCESS visit 
www.riometro.org/ACCESSProgram. 

 

mailto:www.riometro.org/fullschedule
mailto:www.riometro.org/fullschedule
mailto:www.riometro.org/ACCESSProgram
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NCRTD Breaks Ground on New Maintenance Facility, Wash Bay and Fueling     
Station at its Española Headquarters 

On April 21, the North Central Regional Transit 
District (NCRTD) broke ground on the                        
construction of a new maintenance facility to 
include maintenance repair bays, equipment, 
vehicle wash bays and a fueling station. 

The 12,000 square foot facility will be located 
behind the Jim West Regional Transit Center 
which serves as the District headquarters on 
Riverside Drive in Española. The project is                 
expected to fulfill current vehicle maintenance 
and upkeep needs as well as be capable of  
accommodating future operations and fleet                 
expansion. 

The $10.9 million project is being funded by the 
Federal Transit Administration which                  
contributed more than 80 percent of the costs, 
State of New Mexico Legislative Capital Outlay 
and   Regional Transit Gross Receipts Tax. It is             
expected to be completed by summer of 2022. 

"This is a historic day for the North Central           
Regional Transit District,” stated Daniel                
Barrone, NCRTD Chair and Mayor of the Town 
of Taos. “As we break ground, we are opening 
a new chapter in a history of progress for the 
District and providing mobility for the people of 
northern New Mexico. I would especially like to 
thank the Federal Transit Administration, our 

State Legislators and the New Mexico                         
Department of Transportation Transit and Rail 
Division for their vision which has made this 
day a reality.” 

The New Mexico Department of Transportation 
Transit and Rail Division worked with NCRTD on 
the federal application process and will pass 
through much of the federal funds. The                      
architects for the project are Huitt-Zollars, Inc 
and construction contractors are Weil                    
Construction, Inc. both are based in                        
Albuquerque.  

 

News from 

North  

Central  

Regional  

Transit  

District  

A rendering of the NCRTD Española Maintenance 

Pictured from left to right: Anthony Mortillaro, NCRTD Executive Director; 
Tomas Campos, Rio Arriba County Manager; NCRTD Vice Chair and              
Councilor of City of Española, Dennis Tim Salazar; Daniel Barrone, NCRTD 
Chair and Mayor of the Town of Taos; Commissioner Christine Bustos, Rio 
Arriba County; John Jarrard, Huitt-Zollars; Eloy Mendez, Weil Construction; 
Antonio Garcia, Weil Construction; Ian Harmon, Northstar NM LLC; Jon            
Bulthuis, Deputy Public Works Director, Los Alamos County; Jeff Montoya, 
Pueblo of Pojoaque; Councilor Sean Williams, Los Alamos County 
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The North Central Regional Transit District is 

moving forward with plans to expand its 

12,500 square foot administrative facility 

known as the Jim West Regional Transit             

Center. At the May 7 Board meeting, the 

Board awarded Huitt-Zollars the contract for 

Architectural and Engineering Design, and 

North Star NM the job of project                    

management services following a Statement 

of Qualifications/Request for Proposals and 

Request for Proposals process, respectively.   

The current facility was remodeled and              

completed in 2012. At that time, 2,475 square 

feet of the facility was not remodeled and has 

been used for storage and light maintenance. 

Due to eight years of growth and staffing         

increases in both administrative and                       

operational services the existing facility has 

reached its capacity.   

Due to the construction of the new                    

Maintenance Facility directly behind the 

Headquarters facility, the District will no    

longer need this space in its current form and 

this portion of the building will now be able 

to accommodate the future expansion for 

administrative and operational needs.  

Construction is expected to begin in 2022. 

NCRTD’s Jim West Regional Transit Center Expansion and Remodel 

 

NCRTD Now Offering Temporary Demand and Paratransit Service in                
Edgewood with  Expanded Coverage to Moriarty and Stanley Areas 

The North Central Regional Transit District 

has launched temporary expanded demand 

and paratransit operations in Edgewood and 

its surrounding areas. 

Demand service will be provided on                

Tuesdays and Thursdays and allow riders to 

call and schedule a COVID-safe curb-to-curb, 

home to destination ride within the                      

designated service area that includes        

Edgewood and Moriarty. In Stanley, pickups 

and drop-offs can be made at the RTD bus 

stops located at NM 41 and Kinsell Ave. Rides 

can be scheduled between the hours of 6:00 

AM and 6:00 PM. The service currently will be 

offered free of charge and allow residents 

with rides to shopping, medical, COVID 

testing and vaccination, and basic quality of 

life services.  

NCRTD is also looking at this temporary               

program to test the viability and need for a 

similar service in the future.  
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Upcoming Quarterly Training Sessions and Annual Conference... 

 

Emergency Response to a Pandemic: What We’ve Learned and How We Can Be 

Better Prepared presented by Walt Diangson. This virtual session has been re-

scheduled for June 29th at 1:30 p.m. 

 

NM Transit Conferences 

Upcoming Fall Managers Conference in November 2021! More details to follow. 

 

More From NMTA... 

 

Please check nm-ta.com regularly for upcoming news, upcoming legislative            

agendas, events in transit and more.  

 

The  Myth Busters Brochure is also available for your review and use at the            

nm-ta.com website . 

 

Follow us on Social Media: 

Facebook @New Mexico Transit Association 

Twitter @NM_Transit 

Save the Date!!! 

 

Announcements: 
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Phone: 505-796-8377 

Fax: 505-212-0525 

E-mail: info@nm-ta.com 
P.O. Box  15272                                             
Rio Rancho, NM  87174 

Executive Board of Directors 

Joseph Hardin, President 
Director Representing  Enhanced Mobility for 
Seniors and Individuals With Disabilities  
Z-Trans/Zia Therapy 
Contact Info:  
Office:  (575) 439-4900 ext. 152 
Email:  ztrans@ziatherapy.org 
 
Elizabeth Carter, Vice President 
Director At Large 
Rio Metro Regional Transit District  
Contact Info:  
Office: (505) 843-1712 
Email:  ECarter@mrcog-nm.gov 
 
Ed Powers, Treasurer 
Director At Large 
All Aboard America! 
Contact Info: 
Office:   (505) 428-6316 
Email:  EPowers@allaboardamerica.com  
 
Christy Ladd, Secretary 
Director Representing Tribal Transit 
PoPay Messenger - Ohkay Owingeh  
Contact Info: 
Office: (505) 852-4400  
Email:  christy.ladd@ohkay.org  
 
 

Ex-Officio Director 

David Harris 
Transit and Rail Division Director, NMDOT 
Contact Info: 
Office: (505) 827-5420  
Email: davidc.harris@state.nm.us  

Directors 

James Barela 
Director At Large 
Atomic City Transit - Los Alamos County 
Contact Info: 
Office: (505) 661-7433 
Email: james.barela@lacnm.us  
 
Michael Bartholomew 
Director Representing Urban Transit Systems 
RoadRunner Transit - City of Las Cruces 
Contact Info: 
Office: (575) 541-2500 
Email: mbartholomew@las-cruces.org 
 
Mary Collins 
Director Representing Rural Transit Providers 
Clovis Area Transit System - City of Clovis 
Contact Info: 
Office:   (575) 769-7910 
Email:  mcollins@cityofclovis.org 
 
Gary Guinn 
Business Director 
Creative Bus Sales 
Contact Info: 
Office: (505) 328-8510 
Email: GaryG@creativebussales.com 
 
Thomas S. Marking 
Representing Professional Member 
AARP 
Contact Info: 
Office: (505) 946-3603 
Email:  tom.marking@wans.net  
 
Anthony Mortillaro 
Director Representing Regional Transit District  
North Central Regional Transit Districts 
Contact Info: 
Office: (505) 629-4713 
Email:  anthonym@ncrtd.org 
 
 
 

NMTA Board of Directors Contact Information 


