
 

Sunday, May 8, 2022                             II Thessalonians Series #2 – “Faith in the End Times” 

Rev. Dr. Michael R. Fitzgerald                          Scripture II Thessalonians 2:1-12 (King James Version) 

 

Welcome Message from the Bulletin:  Welcome to each person who joins worship today at Clifford Baptist Church!  We 

give a very special greeting to the Christian mothers here.  You have been entrusted with some of God’s most important 

work: molding the lives of children.   

 

Today’s message is quite interesting in that it falls on Mother’s Day.  I want you to think of the little church in 

Thessalonica as we study the Scripture today.  The title of my sermon is “Faith in the End Times,” and I believe we’re 

there!  I’m not trying to make a prediction of when those last days will be, but I believe we’re in that time frame in God’s 

timing.  I’m so thankful we’re in God’s house today—everyone is part of the family of the Lord Jesus Christ. 

 

The duo books of I and II Thessalonians are short, but they pack this huge punch of truth as we study them.  Today we’re 

going to tackle all the end times of God in twelve verses.  That’s quite a statement, and I pray God will grant me the 

grace to make this crystal clear to you as we see what’s going to happen to us and to this earth in the days yet to come.  

This is a prophecy we see that, indeed, is in God’s timeline.  It’s not a story, but an account of what’s going to happen. 

 

The missionary, Paul, is writing to a very strong yet very small and young church in the city of Thessalonica.  He’s going 

to build those members up because they are in a very hostile and hateful environment.  The city does not want the church 

there or Paul and his mission team.  These young believers were asking “When is Jesus going to give us rest from the 

persecution we’re facing right now day by day as a church?”  These Christians were facing death every single day in 

their city of ministry; it was a hard moment for them.  Paul’s constant words to them were “Hold on, church.  Jesus is 

going to come back and will reward you and repay evil.  God is going to even the score when the time is right.  Yes, the 

church is going through persecution and the days are hard, but God is in control and will take care of it all.” 

 

We’re going to study the ultimate passage of how God is going to end the history of this world.  On Mother’s Day?  

Really?!  I want you to know that as I draw the bow on this sermon, I think you’ll see it fits the day because family is 

crucial to what we’re going to study.  We need to hear it in terms of Christian families and the stand we take in our 

world.  Let me say again we don’t know when Jesus is going to return for His church.  It’s not for us to know the timeline 

of God.  One thing that’s one hundred percent certain and assured in God’s Word, Jesus is coming back to get His church.  

That’s His promise, and we know it is true.  God is going to be with us and strengthen us for the day in which we live 

and will use us in times of our own persecution.  II Thessalonians 2 is a powerhouse of end-time theology.  I don’t think 

you’ll get sleepy during this sermon! 

 
1“Now we beseech you, brethren, [this means brothers and sisters; Paul claims kinship with them because the Holy Spirit 

of God lives in their hearts together] by the coming of our Lord Jesus Christ, and by our gathering together unto him, 
2That ye be not soon shaken in mind, or be troubled, neither by spirit, nor by word, nor by letter as from us, as that the 

day of Christ is at hand.  3Let no man deceive you by any means: for that day shall not come, except there come a falling 

away first, and that man of sin be revealed, the son of perdition; 4Who opposeth and exalteth himself above all that is 

called God, or that is worshipped; so that he as God sitteth in the temple of God, shewing himself that he is God.  
5Remember ye not, that, when I was yet with you, I told you these things?  6And now ye know what withholdeth that he 

might be revealed in his time.  7For the mystery of iniquity doth already work: only he who now letteth will let, until he 

be taken out of the way.” 
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As we read these verses, remember the Bible is one hundred percent consistent in its truth.  It holds hands with itself all 

through the Word as God gives it to us.  There are other notable passages about the end times of God:  Daniel in the Old 

Testament; Matthew 24-25 and Revelation in the New Testament.  Here is the general picture of the ending days of the 

world:  At any moment—could be in the next five seconds—Jesus Christ is going to break through the clouds and will 

pull His bride, the church, off the earth.  The souls of Christians who’ve died before us and have gone on to heaven will 

be with Jesus at that time.  Their physical remains will be lifted out of caskets, cremation containers, burial at sea, etc., 

and they will receive their resurrection bodies of eternity in this meeting in the air.  Not only that, the Christians who are 

still alive on earth will also be drawn up to Jesus in this meeting, and in the twinkling of an eye will receive their 

resurrection, eternal, permanent bodies on their way to meet Jesus in this huge family reunion.  We’re going to see this, 

ladies and gentlemen!  It’s not a fairy tale!  We’re either going to be coming down with Him or going up to Him!  You 

will be there if you’re a believer in the Lord Jesus Christ.  Notice this: At the rapture of the church, Jesus’ feet never 

touch the ground of the earth.  It’s a meeting in the air, and the moment the church leaves the earth the son of perdition, 

also called the Antichrist, will be revealed—Satan’s representative on earth. 

 

For seven years after the church is gone, it will go through wickedness and great tribulation like never before.  God is 

going to pour out His punishment and judgment on this earth for those seven years.  All the systems of the earth will be 

in chaos from nature to the financial sector to the governments.  All of these events—the rapture of the church, revealing 

of the Antichrist, and the great tribulation—are called the “day of Christ” (found in verse 2 today).  It’s an amazing truth.  

Whether you have come to Christ and are a believer and His Holy Spirit lives in you, or whether you have never come 

to Jesus or accepted Him as your Savior, this truth is for you.  The “day of Christ” is on the way for sure and could 

commence before this worship service is over.  The love of Christ and the chaos of Satan are all addressed in this end 

time theology. 

 

In the books of I and II John, the old apostle calls the final Satanic leader on earth the Antichrist—the man opposed to 

Jesus Christ.  Paul calls him the “son of perdition.”  According to Revelation 13 before Jesus comes to rapture His church 

and before the great tribulation begins, the son of perdition will already be at work in the world.  He will be a very 

popular man and politician who publishes peace to the world.  He will be loved and followed by the masses.  He will 

unite ten European countries into this block of power.  He’s even going to call for peace in the Middle East and form a 

covenant with Israel according to the Book of Daniel.  As Jesus returns and the church leaves the earth, this man will 

take an evil, calculated turn and will break that covenant of peace in the Middle East.  Read verse 4.  This son of perdition 

takes over Israel’s temple, sits on the throne, and proclaims himself to be God—“I want the world to worship me as the 

Antichrist!”  From the Garden of Eden forward, this is what Satan has wanted all along.  He’s wanted to take God’s 

place and has wanted to be worshipped—that’s why he was kicked out of heaven.  This announcement of the Antichrist 

is made about halfway through the Great Tribulation—about three-and-a-half years in.  He will control the world’s 

economy.  If you want to buy or sell, even in the grocery store, you will need to bear his mark on your body or you’ll be 

denied buying your own groceries.  That’s how bad it’s going to be—he will kill those who won’t follow him.  I remind 

you in this horrible time, with the church gone, people are going to be saved by the multitude because there will be 

144,000 evangelists spreading around the world with the Good News of Jesus Christ—converted Jews who have come 

to Jesus as Lord and Savior.  In Revelation 7:9 it says so many people will come to Jesus “…no man could number…” 

 

Verse 8 of today’s Scripture—we see here God is going to take control. “And then shall that Wicked be revealed, whom 

the Lord shall consume with the spirit of his mouth, and shall destroy with the brightness of his coming:”  We know the 

Lord is going to take care of all things.  It’s also laid out more in Revelation 19.  At this point, the great battle of 

Armageddon takes place and Jesus Christ is utterly victorious.  The Antichrist is cast into the lake of fire and will burn 
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there for all eternity.  Satan is bound and restricted for one thousand years.  Then Jesus will come, literally place His feet 

on the earth, and reign for a thousand years.  Where will you and I be when that happens?  Revelation 20:6 says “Blessed 

and holy is he that hath part in the first resurrection: on such the second death hath no power, but they shall be priests of 

God and of Christ, and shall reign with him a thousand years.”  One day, you’ll be back here reigning with Jesus.  After 

the thousand years are over and Satan is released, there’s one final skirmish that takes place on earth and Satan himself 

will be cast into the deepest part of hell’s lake of fire.  The battle is over, sin is resolved, and God’s peace takes control.  

End times—there is it in a nutshell.  Sin is conquered, gone, buried forever.  God’s people will be with Him forever.  

Sadly, those who have rejected Jesus will be with Satan forever.  We stand on the fault line of heaven and hell and even 

on Mother’s Day, this is God’s truth and what He is teaching us—that we need to come to Jesus as Lord and Savior. 

 

I imagine you’re overwhelmed about what’s going to happen in our future.  But as this sermon is replayed down the 

road, it should be noted it was preached on Mother’s Day and here’s the reason.  Here we are on the day of love, the day 

of blessing on families as children were dedicated, the day of when we thank God as we follow Him step by step.  When 

I looked at this sermon and realized it was going to fall on Mother’s Day, I felt a bit awkward myself!  But it’s so 

appropriate.  I asked the Lord “Do I change gears here?  Do I preach this sermon on Mother’s Day?  The day of love, 

and I’m going to talk about hell and judgment?”  I fully believe God gave me the answer and said “I want you to preach 

it, because it’s really all about family and people coming to Jesus as Lord and Savior.” 

 

In Genesis 9 God told Noah to build an ark because a flood of judgment was coming; the earth was going to be judged 

with water.  It took him about 75-80 years to build that ark.  In 2 Peter 2:5 the Bible says Noah was “a preacher of 

righteousness,” and I believe during those decades of building the ark he preached that the Lord God was going to bring 

judgment against the world in a flood of water and this ark was to ride it out.  Anyone who wanted to join his righteous 

family on that ark to ride out the flood of judgment was welcome.  “You can ride out the judgment and can have life 

because this is the ark God created to ride out judgment.”  How many came to get on the ark?  Not one.  Only one 

righteous family, Noah, his wife, their three sons and their wives—eight people on earth believed that God was going to 

bring judgment.  Those who didn’t believe perished in the flood. 

 

In Acts 16 a sinful lost jailer was so moved by the faith, trust, and belief of Paul and Silas that he falls before them and 

asks “What must I do to be saved?”  They replied in verse 31 “Believe on the Lord Jesus Christ, and thou shalt be saved, 

and thy house.”  In other words, they told him “You’ll take the Good News to your family.  They weren’t saved because 

their husband and Dad were saved.  They didn’t fall in just because they were holding his coattails.  They came because 

he witnessed to them and brought his family to Jesus.  They were baptized that very night as a family of believers.  Come 

to the Lord Jesus Christ and you will be saved.  You will sidestep sin, death, hell, and judgment.”  That night they came. 

 

I preach this sermon on end times today because this is what I believe with all my heart.  We look at the end times as 

being a very chaotic, difficult hard time on earth, but we have hard times on earth right now.  Through the prophecies of 

the Bible, here’s what it says about the end times:  It’s only going to get worse.  There’s not a word in the Bible that says 

things are going to get better.  As time goes on until Jesus comes for His church, it’s going to get worse.  We need to 

know that, prepare for that, and provide that foundation for our children.  We see it happening right now.  A funeral 

director near Washington, DC, told me recently that almost one-half of the funerals he conducts these days are for people 

under thirty years old dying from drug overdose.  It’s sad—young people sucked in by the ways of the world, and they 

lose their lives.  Our culture is leading our young people to question and even attempt to change their own God-given 

gender.  As I see it, God assigns whether you and I are male or female at birth, and we’re to live that out for the entirety 

 

 

Page 3 – Clifford Baptist Sermon 5/8/2022 



of our lives.  Our culture is saying you can question your gender and change it if you like.  This amazes me!  Where is 

this world headed?!  It’s getting worse!  Our world is going through increasing unrest, political showdowns, killing, and 

war—happening now on Mother’s Day.  We need to address it, and here’s the true message of the Bible:   

The world is getting worse—what are you going to do, church? 

 

One of the most broken relationships in our country is the family.  I remember many years ago when my daughter was 

going into kindergarten her teacher said half of her students didn’t have a father.  What we see in the Bible is that families 

need to be in Jesus Christ.  We see that in the account of the ark and with the jailer.  A Mom and Dad cannot be saved 

and believe that they can ignore their children and grandchildren.  Families need Jesus.  That’s why this message is so 

very appropriate on Mother’s Day because we need to hear these words of direction from God.  I preach to a world that’s 

struggling, and the world needs witnesses and representatives of Jesus Christ.  Your family and my family are in the 

middle of this struggling culture.  My two grandsons are here today, and I literally worry about what they’ll face one 

day.  If there’s anything I want to do as a grandfather, it’s to put the foundation of Jesus Christ under them.  Praise God 

for a Christian Mom and Dad who I know are doing that, and I want to stand along side them and bring those boys to 

Jesus Christ as their Savior.  They need Him now, and they will need Him in the future.  That’s true for your children 

and families.  We need Jesus and His strength to lead us through.  Here’s the island of hope in this sea of struggle that 

we see in our country and world:  God Almighty longs for the family to know Jesus as Lord and Savior.  God longs to 

wrap His arms of protection and His love around you.  He wants to bring you into the ark of His grace and protection 

that you’ll ride through this old world of judgment and that we’ll witness for Him and Him alone.  Moms and Dads, He 

wants your main job—above education, housing, clothing, food—to be: Give your child Jesus.  They need Him.  

Grandparents, your grandchildren need Him.  What a great day to preach the message that our families need Jesus as 

Lord and Savior. 

 

In closing I want to open this altar for Moms, Dads, grandparents, family members who want to come kneel, pray, and 

say “Lord, bless my family.  Bless my ministry and witness to my family.”  I pray that on a level that only God can see 

He will see heaven’s altar open and filled with you making a dedication to your families.  As we bow our heads, you’re 

saying “Lord Jesus, I want my family to know You.  In this, struggling, cruel old world I want my family to walk in 

Jesus and for Jesus.”  Will you dedicate your family to that?  It is our hope and the direction of God in what He’s calling 

us to do.   

 

Let Us Pray:  Our Father, our God, thank You for these moments.  I thank You for all the families represented here.  

What a sweet, awesome view to see them dedicating their children to the Lord Jesus Christ.  I pray we’ll make a 

commitment either here physically at the altar or at the altar of our heart that only You can see that we’re asking You to 

bless, keep, shelter, preserve, and use our families.  I also pray for that one who’s never come to Jesus as Lord and Savior 

that he or she will know that we’re living in a cruel world and there’s only one way to life, blessing, and hope and that 

is through Jesus.  I pray he or she would say “Lord Jesus, I’m a sinner.  The Bible says all of us “sin and fall short of the 

glory of God.”  I have a broken relationship with You, but I thank You that Jesus came, took on flesh, went to the cross 

as the perfect Lamb of God, and died in my place to take away my sin.  I truly believe You rose from the grave on the 

third day to promise me, not only forgiveness of sin but an eternal home in heaven with You.  That’s what the Bible 

teaches me.  I put my life in Your hands and ask Jesus to be my Savior.”  I pray many families will ask You to lead them.  

Bless us now, in these important moments.  Amen. 
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