
 

Sunday, May 22, 2022                           II Thessalonians Series #4 – “Work Together and Work Hard” 

Rev. Dr. Michael R. Fitzgerald                          Scripture II Thessalonians 3:6-18 (King James Version) 

 

Welcome Message from the Bulletin:  Welcome to worship at Clifford Baptist Church!  We have a great family of 

Christ composed of those who attend in our sanctuary; we also have many who attend by joining us online.  We 

are thankful and blessed to minister to each one. 

 

Good morning!  I’m so glad to see everyone and so thankful we can all be together.  Today, we’re concluding the 

sermon series on I and II Thessalonians.  This second letter by Paul, the missionary, is a letter of instruction and 

guidance he sent to a brand-new church with brand-new Christians in the European city of Thessalonica.  He and 

his mission team had traveled there and saw Jews, Gentiles, and others from different cultures and backgrounds.  

They took them and put them together as one church.  We stand on the same principle today as they did two 

thousand years ago that no matter who you are, where you’re from, the Spirit of God joins us together as brothers 

and sisters and all the barriers are gone because Jesus joins us as one body.  As I think about Paul writing these 

letters in Thessalonica, he would have loved to have stayed there to guide and pastor those churches.  But he and 

his team were hated by the city leaders.  They didn’t want a “Jesus movement” there so they persecuted and 

punished them and eventually ran them out of the city.  Paul probably thought “I’m doing the second-best thing I 

can do.”  Isn’t it amazing how God works out His will?  If Paul had had the freedom to stay in Thessalonica and 

pastored that church, all of his words, counsel, and direction to the church would have been given to that one single 

church.  Because of the persecution and being run out of the city, Paul has instructed thousands of churches over 

two thousand years with these letters.  God in His infinite wisdom took a bad thing and made it a very good thing.  

He’s an expert at that! 

 

I’m reminded of the words in Romans 8:28 “All things work together for good to them that love God.”  We have 

to have a surrendered commitment to Jesus Christ as our Lord and Savior, and God can turn all those things in our 

life to His glory.  He does not waste a second of time, a single day of our life, and any activity that happens in our 

life to bring us good.  That’s His promise, and we know it’s true.  Paul is addressing a regrettable situation that has 

arisen in this young church body.  Ministry was far from easy for those young Christians, and they faced opposition 

and persecution every day in the city.  Paul wrote to them to give them guidance and hope in their situation in a 

godless city, but they were to continue to extend ministry there.  Paul told them to “Take heart and take hope 

because the day is coming when Jesus is going to return and take His church back home.”  The rapture of the church 

is coming—it could come in the next five minutes.  We see that assurance when Paul wrote about it in I 

Thessalonians 4:13-18.  That’s the key passage of the Bible about the second coming of Jesus and the rapture of 

the church.  It first went to this little church in Thessalonica where Paul was giving them hope saying “Jesus is 

going to return for you; He has not misplaced you.  He knows exactly what you’re going through.”  Paul also refers 

to Jesus’ coming a second time in II Thessalonians 3:5.  Here’s the problem that arose in this church—some of 

these Christians thought the coming of Jesus was so close and so imminent that the skies could break open any 

moment, they quit their jobs and quit providing for their families.  Therefore, they began to be in want and 

struggling; they became destitute.  The church as a whole had to pitch in and help them.  Paul wrote to address this 

problem of non-church members—essentially, laziness that arose in the church body.  Let’s read verses 6-15.  Paul 

writes with inspired, inerrant words of God and on behalf of his mission team. 
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6“Now we command you, brethren, in the name of our Lord Jesus Christ, that ye withdraw yourselves from every 

brother that walketh disorderly, and not after the tradition which he received of us.  7For yourselves know how ye 

ought to follow us: for we behaved not ourselves disorderly among you;  8Neither did we eat any man's bread for 

nought; but wrought with labour and travail night and day, that we might not be chargeable to any of you:  9Not 

because we have not power, but to make ourselves an ensample unto you to follow us.  10For even when we were 

with you, this we commanded you, that if any would not work, neither should he eat.  11For we hear that there are 

some which walk among you disorderly, working not at all, but are busybodies.  12Now them that are such we 

command and exhort by our Lord Jesus Christ, that with quietness they work, and eat their own bread.  13But ye, 

brethren, be not weary in well doing.  14And if any man obey not our word by this epistle, note that man, and have 

no company with him, that he may be ashamed.  15Yet count him not as an enemy, but admonish him as a brother.”  

May God bless these perfect words that come from the very heart of God through the pen of Paul. 

 

What we see here is Paul dealing with laziness in the church.  Read verse 6.  I defined “tradition” in last week’s 

sermon—the law of God laid out for them to hear and understand.  Look at two words “command” and “disorderly.”  

Other translations say brothers who are “disruptive, irresponsible, idle, lazy.”  Paul’s giving them a “command” 

from the Lord Jesus Christ which is a military term.  He says “I’m an officer of the supreme commander of the 

army of Jesus Christ.  So, I’m passing a command that comes from the head; you will listen to me because the 

command is from Him.  Here’s the King’s command, church: Separate out lost lazy people from among you.”  

According to the Word of God, laziness is not an act of God, not of God, not from God within the church body.  

Paul says our mission team didn’t teach any believer among you while we lived there to be lazy.  In verse 7 he says 

“Our mission team didn’t behave that way.  All the missionaries, including myself, worked hard and made our own 

way among you.  We ate our own bread, paid for own shelter.  We didn’t ask the church to do anything for us 

because we wanted to teach you that laziness is not part of being a Christian.  We gave you a good example of what 

being a child of God is.” 

 

Read verse 8.  Paul’s personal testimony is “We didn’t come into your city to eat your bread or take an offering of 

money.  We came to teach you the love of Jesus.  We worked day and night to pay our own way to show you that 

people of God are hard-working people.”  In verse 9 he’s saying all ministers of the Gospel have the blessing of 

God to be supported by those to whom they minister.  Believe me, Clifford Baptist Church, you have ministered to 

my family well—providing for our needs for many, many years.  You provided us a home, provided for two children 

to get through college, every meal.  This is a gift of God to the pastor’s family.  Paul says that’s a right the pastor 

can expect from a church—to take care of the leadership of the church.  Paul tells them “We could have rightly 

expected you to feed us, but we missionaries chose to be an example of hard work for you.  We laid aside our right 

for you to take care of us so we can show you we worked hard to stay there with you.” 

 

Verse 10 is a key verse—it’s straightforward and pulls no punches.  It’s a definition and exposition of tough love 

within the church body.  It’s God’s truth!  Laziness will not be supported by the church, Paul says here.  “We taught 

Christians to work there in Thessalonica.  I’m passing to you the very word of the Lord Jesus Christ.  We 

commanded God’s guideline to the church—do not reward, support, enable laziness in the church family.  If able-

bodied, capable people refuse to work, they won’t eat.  If you’re hungry, go get a job.”  We’re to provide for 

ourselves.  What does it imply when Paul says when Christians will not work?  That they can work and are able to 

get a job.  In the church, it’s a whole different matter.  If a Christian brother or sister cannot work, all of the 
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benevolence ministry of the church is to apply to them.  We are commissioned to take care of those who cannot be 

productive.  There’s a huge difference in the Bible between those who will not work and those who cannot work. 

 

In verse 11 Paul says those not working have way too much time on their hands and get into trouble.  I’ve looked 

up “busybody” and it means a person who is absolutely non-productive.  In that state they get into trouble.  There 

are a couple of old sayings “idle hands are the devil’s workshop” and “idle lips are the devil’s mouthpiece”—there’s 

truth in that.  The Greek word for “busybodies” means simply a time-waster; a person who could be doing 

something productive.  Because they have time on their hands, they start to meddle in other people’s business.  

They become counter-productive instead of productive and bring problems into the church.  Instead of working 

with their hands, they begin to gossip about all the other people in the church.  Paul says “You’re using your time 

terribly; you’re investing in worthless things and throwing away valuable time.”  That is dumb!  I’ve had to correct 

many people over these last months who say “I’m so glad you’re retiring.”  I’m not retiring!  I’m not going to waste 

my life in a rocking chair!  God is just repurposing what I’m going to do.  I don’t know what that is yet, but I do 

know He’s going to send me out to the field.  I know He has a use for me and that I’ll be useful to Him until I take 

my last breath.  My prayer is that for you as well.  Let’s be useful to Him.  It's hard to believe that recently someone 

online stole my identity as a pastor and emailed my church family saying “I need five hundred dollars—send it to 

me now!”  This makes me angry to think someone would use me to steal from you.  What a waste of time and a 

life!  These people may be a genius with a computer, but they’re dumb as a rock! 

 

Paul says in verse 12 “Church, Jesus’ command through me is to quietly, diligently, honestly work and provide for 

your own family and eat your own bread.”  In verses 14 and 15 Paul wants them to notice laziness in their 

congregation.  “I don’t want you to hate your brothers and sisters; they’re not your enemy.  Just don’t support or 

enable their laziness and nonproductivity.  Correct them and show them how to do the honest work God has given 

them the strength to do so they’ll be productive in their church, family, and eat their own bread.”  This is viable 

church discipline; the church still needs that.  The key verse is 13.  Paul is saying to the entire church “Do the right 

thing.  Be the people of God in your setting.  Love the Lord and preach His Word.  Invite the lost and spread His 

love in the community.  Take care of your own needs—minister within.  Love your church family and support one 

another.  Be a working part of your church showing that you love them.”  The truth for today, friends, is let’s work 

together to be a healthy, cooperating, ministering church—ministering to one another as well as to the lost world.  

We want to focus our ministry outside these doors.  Let’s read the last verses: 

 
16“Now the Lord of peace himself give you peace always by all means. The Lord be with you all.  17The salutation 

of Paul with mine own hand, which is the token in every epistle: so I write.  18The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ 

be with you all. Amen.”  Notice verse 17—a man of Paul’s stature would dictate his letter and an amanuensis 

(secretary) would write it down.  At the end, just like you would sign a letter, he says this letter is from me in my 

own handwriting.  It’s a letter of love and guidance to guide the church into the truth of the Lord Jesus Christ. 

 

As I close this study of I and II Thessalonians, I’ll say these have been hard sermons.  Because they’re the truth of 

how God wants to deal with His church and keep us in the footsteps of Jesus and keep us line to take the ministry 

outside where people are dying and need the Savior.  We have a healthy church inside so we can take the love of 

Christ outside—that’s still the force of the church and the truth of the Word.  I see three main points that carry the 

church and what these two letters say.  (1) No matter what challenges, trials, or hardships come in this world, stand 
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strong, church.  Stand strong in courage; never compromise the Word of God.  Stand on Jesus Christ and His 

Word alone.  This is the truth and the way and points to Jesus Christ as the life.  Never follow the mind of man.  (2) 

Never forget, indeed the day of the Lord is coming. This church in Thessalonica thought that would happen in the 

next five minutes, yet, Jesus has now tarried over two thousand years.  However, don’t get sidetracked because He 

could come in the next five minutes.  He could come to rapture His church and take us home to be with Him.  You 

can keep an eye on the sky but never take your hand off the plow of ministry.  Keep on preaching the Word, teaching 

the children, reaching the lost as we prepare for His coming.  (3) Work together in love, church.  We’re not a 

group of disconnected strangers; we’re a family of brothers and sisters in the Lord Jesus Christ.  Because of that, 

we can work together in that love relationship with one another—I believe in this very room there’s enough love 

to change the world.  We need to allow Jesus to use us however He sees fit.  I’m so thankful for the online presence.  

Every single one of us has a job to do in the Kingdom.  Your talents and calling are different than mine, but we 

combine these to take the Good News to the world.  The church will fall short if any one of us says “let someone 

else do it.”  Laziness is not to be found in the church of Jesus Christ. 

 

When you and I get to heaven—as a believer in the Lord Jesus Christ, surrendered and saved through Him—we’re 

not going to meet another lost person.  That ministry’s done.  We won’t have the honor of teaching or bringing our 

grandchildren to Jesus as Savior.  That’s in my mind these days—I want my two grandsons to know Jesus before I 

leave this earth.  We won’t be asked to feed the hungry, visit those in prison, or keep someone company in a nursing 

home.  None of these will exist in heaven.  All of our opportunity for ministry and reaching people is right now in 

this little slice of time we share together!  Don’t be lazy.  You do the will of God in your life.  James 4:14 speaks 

to me more each day:  “…For what is your life? It is even a vapour, that appeareth for a little time, and then 

vanisheth away.”  These earthly years go quickly, so don’t waste a day.  Time is too valuable, and the need is too 

great for any one of us to waste. 

 

Paul’s closing words are so important—love each other, keep doing the work of Jesus in here and out there.  Work 

together and work hard.  If you’ve never come to Jesus Christ as your Lord and Savior, He gives me the 

opportunity and privilege of giving His invitation.  I’m inviting you to a relationship with a Living Savior.  He 

loves you so much He went to a cross as the perfect Lamb of God and died for sinners.  He died for me that I might 

be forgiven and give my life to Him in surrender.  He died for you in the same way.  You can be a son or daughter 

of God and have life and peace, hope, blessing and surrender your life to Him.  Know that He already loves you, 

but in His heart, He desires to hear “Lord, because You love me so deeply, I love You and give my life to You.  I 

surrender to You as my Savior and my Lord so I can live Your will and follow Your footsteps.”  If you’ve never 

received Him, today is the day and this is the moment.  I’m not asking you to put it off a day, month, or year—I’m 

asking you right this second!   

 

Let Us Pray:  Lord God, thank You that You love me so much that Jesus went to a cross and died for me personally that 

I might be forgiven of all my sin—the sins of my past, today, and even tomorrow.  I bow before You today, this moment, 

to say I love You, I want to live in respect of You, and I want to surrender my life to You.  Thank You for allowing me 

and adopting me to be a son or daughter of God.  Father, if this prayer was spoken from a sincere heart that needs change, 

I trust in faith You will reach out, touch that life, and save him or her.  I thank You for my brothers and sisters here this 

day and this passage of tough love.  I pray You will help us to love Jesus and one another, to love Your Word and stand 

on it without compromise and leave this place to claim the world for Jesus Christ.  I pray Your blessing and miracles as 

Clifford Baptist Church continues to serve You.  Bless us in these moments, Amen. 
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