
 

Sunday, May 15, 2022                                II Thessalonians Series #3 – “Church: Stay Faithful” 

Rev. Dr. Michael R. Fitzgerald                       Scripture II Thessalonians 2:13 – 3:5 (King James Version) 

 

Welcome Message from the Bulletin:  We welcome you to worship at Clifford Baptist Church!  We have a great 

congregation who joins us in the sanctuary and online, and we are grateful that the Lord has allowed us to reach around 

the world with the Gospel of Jesus Christ.  

 

What a great day in God’s house!  Good to see you and have a full congregation here and in the world out there.  I told 

the deacons this morning that one of the things we’ve prayed for over the years and I’ve spoken over the years is that 

God would take a little country church and give us an impact and message to the world.  It’s happening today and will 

continue in the days and years to come! 

 

Relatively speaking I and II Thessalonians are short books in the Bible and yet they pack a tremendous punch in the 

Good News of Jesus Christ and in directing ministry to the church as we go out into the world.  As we look at these 

words, we know that Paul, the missionary, was addressing a church that was not always accepted in its culture in 

Thessalonica.  We are in that same position in the United States of America.  These words are current and speak to us, 

and I’ve been so thankful for this challenging study.  It’s a very timely study as we look at days of transition for Clifford 

Baptist Church.  We are to move forward without any stumbling whatsoever!  We’re to keep active in the Gospel and 

reaching the world for Jesus Christ.  Paul is sending these two letters to a brand-new church that he and his mission team 

had established in the large, lost, idolatrous European city of Thessalonica.  Paul would have loved to stay there with his 

team and pastored and directed this church composed of brand-new Christians and their joining the Kingdom of God in 

accepting Jesus as their Lord and Savior.  But they came under persecution as they were trying to live in the city of 

Thessalonica; ultimately, they were run out because the leaders did not want a “Jesus movement.”  Since Paul couldn’t 

stay there, he sends these two letters in his physical place to continue to build and teach them who they are to be in their 

ministry setting.  These letters contain the basics of the faith.  Even though these brand-new Christians were facing 

persecution and possible death, they pushed on in taking the Gospel of the Living Lord Jesus Christ to the city.  They 

resisted the roadblocks of Satan.  Paul continues directing the church to move forward in their calling—not backward or 

compromising but following the footsteps of Jesus.  Let’s read now 2:13-17. 

 
13“But we are bound to give thanks alway to God for you, brethren beloved of the Lord, because God hath from the 

beginning chosen you to salvation through sanctification of the Spirit and belief of the truth:  14Whereunto he called you 

by our gospel, to the obtaining of the glory of our Lord Jesus Christ.  15Therefore, brethren, stand fast, and hold the 

traditions which ye have been taught, whether by word, or our epistle.  16Now our Lord Jesus Christ himself, and God, 

even our Father, which hath loved us, and hath given us everlasting consolation and good hope through grace, 17Comfort 

your hearts, and stablish you in every good word and work.” 

 

Notice verse 13—God has chosen to save people from the beginning.  From the moment and even prior to God saying 

“Let there be light,” He had chosen to forgive us.  He had chosen to give us eternal life and salvation through the pathway 

of His very Son, Jesus Christ.  People often say “This person has chosen to receive Jesus Christ as Lord and Savior.”  

That is true, but before they could ever make that choice Jesus Christ chose to save them!  It was His prior decision 

before they could reach a decision to receive Him as Lord and Savior.  We’re chosen for salvation through the cross of 

our Living Lord, Jesus the Christ, the Son of God, and Lamb of God.  The theological term here is “election.”  God has 
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elected to save His lost humanity through the cross of His Son Jesus Christ.  God has elected that every person on earth—

no matter the nation, color, financial status, sin—be given the Good News of Jesus Christ and to have the opportunity to 

come to Him as Savior.  That’s election—He has elected to save us all.  He’s given the invitation so that a person can 

make a decision for Jesus.  When any person is saved, two things come together.  First, God does His part.  He fulfills 

the promise He made to us before creation.  He’s chosen to save us and promises whoever invites Him in, His spirit will 

move into that heart and life and give him or her salvation, forgiveness, and eternal life.  Second, for the person who 

wants to be saved he or she has to do their part.  They basically say “Lord, I come to You literally believing that to live 

the perfect life as the Lamb of God, You literally went to the cross, shed Your blood, and died for my sin.  I believe You 

gave Yourself to forgive me.  I have faith You did, and I totally surrender to You.  All my life and my material possessions 

belong to You.  All my family and witness belong to You.  I cannot live with one foot in the world and one foot in the 

church.  Everything I have belongs to You.”  God does His part; we do ours.  That’s salvation. 

 

Read verse 14.  The Gospel fills us with the glory of the Lord Jesus Christ.  The Gospel of God is the truth we believe; 

the glory of God is the spirit we receive as He moves into our hearts.  As a great variety of people were saved at 

Thessalonica, Paul pulled them together and planted a church there.  I want to remind you there were Jews, Gentiles, 

rich, poor, with different color and cultures.  He took them all in salvation of Jesus Christ and said “Now, you’re one 

church.  With all your differences, you’re one people of God because one spirit lives in you.  The spirit of God is what 

unites you together and overcomes all your barriers; now you’re brothers and sisters.  You’re one church.”  What Paul 

played out in Thessalonica is exactly what is to happen here—all of us come together under the grace of God through 

Jesus as Lord and Savior. 

 

Read verse 15.  Paul says to them “As one church united together carrying forth one ministry, one love of Jesus Christ 

in the world, you’re one people who should stand fast, hold firm, keep moving in ministry, withstand criticism and 

punishment, and be the church.  Hold the traditions we taught you.”  Traditions is an interesting word here.  In the New 

International Version the word is “teaching.”  What did Paul mean?  This church is so young they didn’t have time to 

set traditions as we understand.  The Greek word is “parádosis” which means to stay firmly attached to the truth you’re 

learning.  Paul says don’t step aside from it; hold fast to all the truth you’re hearing.  Here’s what it says to us: As we 

teach the truth of the Bible and the Gospel of the Living Lord Jesus Christ to our children and youth, we cannot change 

it or water it down.  We can’t sweeten it in spots we think are too hard.  We’re to teach the entire truth of God’s word to 

the generation behind us—those who are coming up with us.  Scripture tells us why we have to be faithful in teaching 

the whole truth of the Bible, especially to our next generation.  We’re building the foundation under those young people 

upon which they will stand when they lead the church one day.  So, if we change the Word in any way, we’re weakening 

the future church.  We have to be very careful and wary in looking forward to the future of the church that we teach the 

entire truth of God—including heaven and hell.  We want to strengthen the church and the stand of our young people of 

tomorrow.  Recently, I was ministering to a family in grief and discussing the upcoming funeral.  As I talked with them, 

they wanted a country song played “Give Heaven Some Hell.”  I immediately hated it when I saw the title; I knew the 

lyrics had no truth whatsoever.  The song portrays a raucous, rowdy gathering of good ole’ boys at a mud bar.  They’re 

slinging mud all over heaven—“We hide our beer and liquor shots from the man upstairs when he walks by.”  The 

message is let’s raise a little hell in heaven when God isn’t looking.  The public eats this stuff up!  It’s the furthest thing 

from the truth!  It’s a lie!  And you know who the father of lies is…Satan who stood in the background of this song.  It’s 

also a lie when country song lyrics say a person died and got his angel wings.  Angels have angel wings; people are 

people.  If you think you’ll become an angel, go back to your theology.  You’ll always be a person—God’s creation; 

He’ll love you as a person, not an angel.  The public gets fed on these lies and are entertained by them.  We have to be 

strong on the truth, church, because we’re living in a land that loves lies.  If anybody’s going to teach the truth, it’s us! 
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The lies of the world are going to take over the truth of God if we’re not strong and teach our children and youth well.  

We hold the traditions and teachings of the Bible with a firm hand with no compromise so the church will be good for 

tomorrow. 

 

Read verse 16.  Paul says when we stay on course the Lord Jesus Christ and God the Father will give us comfort for 

today and hope for tomorrow.  When we teach our children and youth well, that’s our hope for tomorrow—that the 

church will be in good hands, go forward, and stand on the truth of Jesus Christ and the Gospel that brings lost people 

to salvation.  Paul says as the church moves on, even when it’s hard, God will comfort us in trials and give us hope and 

grace as we carry forward the ministry of Jesus to the world. 

 

Read verse 17.  God wants every church to have the comfort of His presence and ongoing ministry in the world.  A 

church with no ministry is a church with no comfort.  We’re to be faithful to God, and He will be faithful to us in 

comforting us.  That’s the glue that holds the church together.  Paul’s letter is a great encouragement to a church that 

existed two thousand years ago, but it speaks to us today—to stay strong in ministry, courageous in our going out into 

the world, and taking the name of Jesus Christ. 

 

Let’s continue in Chapter 3.  1“Finally, brethren, pray for us, that the word of the Lord may have free course, and be 

glorified, even as it is with you:  2And that we may be delivered from unreasonable and wicked men: for all men have 

not faith.”  Paul boldly asks this little church in Thessalonica to pray for his team so they’ll stay strong and stand strong.  

He makes two prayer requests: (1) As they preach the Gospel of salvation of Jesus Christ, that that word of invitation 

will have a free course to the hearts of the lost.  His desire is that their message doesn’t hit a roadblock but is given 

freedom to go to every heart who hears the invitation to Jesus Christ.  Doesn’t this speak to us today?  As these cameras 

here in the sanctuary roll today and the message of Jesus Christ goes from here and is intended for our Jerusalem in this 

community, it goes into the world through this media connection.  We truly need to pray that God will give this message 

of invitation a free course to every heart in the world that hears His invitation.  Today—not tomorrow, not some 

unspecified future time.  Pray for this today.  It’s amazing how God’s Word is always new, always current, and always 

speaking to us.  (2) Paul asks for protection of his ministry team when they encounter evil men who would want to take 

their lives and stop the Gospel.  As Paul wrote this letter, the team had been beaten, imprisoned, persecuted, received 

death threats, and run out of cities.  Paul asked them to pray for their safety so they could continue their ministry of the 

Gospel—“We need to keep preaching and reaching the lost.” 

 
3But the Lord is faithful, who shall stablish you, and keep you from evil.  4And we have confidence in the Lord touching 

you, that ye both do and will do the things which we command you.  5And the Lord direct your hearts into the love of 

God, and into the patient waiting for Christ.”  Paul says to them that even when things get hard and when you’re 

challenged or threatened, you do the Gospel work and God will be faithful to you.  The Lord’s hands will rest on you.  

He will never forget where you are, He knows when you’re going through trials and challenges, and He knows your 

church thoroughly.  In verse 4 note the word “command.”  Paul says to them “You’re carrying out ministry in the Word 

as we, the mission team, commanded you to do.  The Greek word is “parangellō” which means to pass on, to convey 

God’s message.  After being a pastor for forty years, I never felt I had the right to “command” you to do anything.  

Commanders do that in the Army; pastors don’t do that in the church.  It’s not my right nor is it God’s authority.  I can’t 

order you to serve Jesus.  The Lord has the right and authority to command us.  Pastors are charged with the responsibility 

to pass on God’s commandments; they’re not ours, they’re His.  My prayer for Pastor Jeffrey is that you will respect his 

leadership and hear God’s commandments through him that you’ll follow the Lord Jesus Christ because God is 

commanding that to happen here.  We pastors are messengers, and we’re to be giving our lives, passing on the truth of 
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God and His commandments.  You’re to respect us so much so that you’re willing to follow what God has commanded 

you to do through us.  Paul tells the church to follow the commandments my mission team gave you because that’s truth, 

and we want you to follow the Lord.  Follow Him by listening to us. 

 

In verse 5 Paul ends by saying “Church, God will always be directing you to love Him—that is His commandment.”  

Wherever you are today, God loves you and desires you to love Him and follow Him.  God created us to be in communion 

with Him—not to march to our own drummer, but to march to His march and His footsteps.  Part of the way we love 

God is to reach out with His love to lost people.  Reaching the lost is not just the pastor’s job—it’s everybody’s job!  

We’re all charged to represent and witness Jesus Christ well in this week to come.  You’re going to places I won’t go to; 

you’re going to see people I’ve never known.  We love people well enough to tell them the truth that Jesus wants to save 

them and wants them to have life.  He will open those doors for you; He has talented you in some specific way to share 

the love of Jesus with another person.  Each of us has that talent as a believer in the Lord Jesus.  Use it this week; you 

have some appointments.  I believe you’ll know that when you cross someone’s path.  Paul says every day “do ministry.”  

Two thousand years ago, Jesus reminded the church at Thessalonica He could come for them at any moment.  Keep your 

eye on the sky, He’ll break through the clouds, come, and rapture His church back to heaven with Himself.  Paul says 

never take your hand off the plow of ministry.  When Jesus breaks through those clouds, make sure you’re busy for Him.  

Be the church He wants you to be. 

 

Our lifetime is just a little slice of time in eternity.  James 4:14 says our life is “a vapor.”  Our little slice of time to serve 

Jesus Christ is right now!  When we get to heaven, there won’t be lost people there.  This is our time, our opportunity.  

Paul says church, don’t waste a day.  Serve Him well; give your heart and surrender to Him.  Today won’t be repeated—

what does Jesus want you to do today?  Paul’s message can be summed up in three words:  Church, stay faithful.  Or: 

Church, keep working.  Or: Church, keep reaching.  The greatest message in all the world is the message of Jesus Christ.  

The greatest invitation in all the world is to know Him and love Him as your Lord and Savior.  If today He is not your 

Savior, you don’t have a relationship with Him, and are in sin and carrying the weight of that on your shoulders, know 

that He is directing you to love Him right now.  He is calling you to follow Him.  He knows your sin, shame, guilt, your 

life.  But, He wants to forgive you and wants you as His son or daughter.  He died on the cross—in your place and mine 

as the Lamb of God—to earn that right to forgive you.  We can bring our broken relationship, our sin, our guilt.  We 

should be sorry and regretful, but we can lay it at the foot of the cross and say: “Lord God, through Your spilled blood I 

ask You to forgive me.  I ask You to adopt me into Your Kingdom.  I ask You to be my Father and open my heart to 

You to live in me.  I want to live with You for all eternity.  I want to belong to You forever and surrender to You 

everything I have.”  Today, is that an invitation you need to hear?  He uses my voice, but this is His invitation—come.  

Church, will we be faithful?  In the upcoming days, will we remain faithful?  Will we remain teaching and preaching the 

entire truth of God?  My prayer is we’ll be strong today and strong in the future as we stand on the rock of Jesus Christ.   

 

Let Us Pray:  Father God, thank You for these moments.  Thank You for Your church and for a congregation who allows me 

to speak Your truth.  I pray Your blessing on the church.  I pray God the Father will give us comfort, the footsteps we need to 

follow, and we will be strong, courageous, and true to stand on Your truth and Your Word alone.  I pray for brothers and 

sisters who rededicate their lives to standing true for You.  I pray for my believing brothers and sisters who know Jesus to 

pray:  “Lord, give the message of invitation a free course to those who need to hear it.”  Let them hear it in its truth and as the 

Word of Jesus, not the word of Mike Fitzgerald.  I don’t have any authority to give an invitation to be saved, but I can pass 

along Jesus’ Word that He is the one who invites that one to be saved through His grace, blessing, and sacrifice.  May someone 

today say “Lord Jesus, I need You.  I surrender my life to You and come to You as my Savior and Lord.”  Bless that one, 

Father, who gets before You on their knees and accepts You as Savior.  Thank You that You chose to save us, and thank You 

for that one who responds.  In Jesus’ name, Amen. 
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