
 

Sunday, May 1, 2022                           II Thessalonians Series #1 – “God Will Even the Score” 

Rev. Dr. Michael R. Fitzgerald                           Scripture II Thessalonians1:1-12 (King James Version) 

 

Welcome Message from the Bulletin:  The Bible says it is good and pleasant when God’s people dwell together 

in unity (Psalm 133:1).  We are thankful to have the peace and blessing of Jesus among us as we come to 

worship! 

 

We are recognizing our graduates today with a gift and our best wishes for their future.  To quote Benjamin 

McGuire who is graduating from Amherst County High School and Central Virginia Governor’s School: “I’m 

heading to LU (Liberty University) and have no clue exactly what I’ll be doing.  But this whole year, I’ve been 

running off Matthew 6:33—“Seek ye first the Kingdom of God and all these things shall be added unto you.” 

 

Today, as with every Sunday, you’re seeing the essence of the church—as we celebrate the high points of 

people’s lives, high school and college graduations, new babies, and all the good things that happen within the 

family of the church.  We’re also called to walk together when we struggle, hurt, and suffer loss.  Your church 

family should be there for you; we’re not a group of disconnected strangers.  I’m grateful to see the essence of 

the church played out right here—so we welcome you! 

 

We begin our study in II Thessalonians, having just finished I Thessalonians last Sunday.  The great 

missionary, Paul, wrote these two letters to a little church in the big city of Thessalonica in Europe.  Paul and 

his mission team had come to this city of about two hundred thousand people.  In fact, it still exists today as 

“Thessaloniki,” and there are only about three hundred thousand people there now.  In Paul’s day, that was a 

large city complete with temples to idol worship, immorality, and thousands of lost people who needed to hear 

the Good News of Jesus Christ and His salvation.  Under persecution because they were Christians, Paul and 

his team left Philippi, traveled a hundred miles, and arrived in Thessalonica.  They preached in the synagogue 

about the Lord Jesus Christ, and a great number come to Him there—Jews, Gentiles, and prominent men and 

women.  Paul took these individuals from different cultures, colors, backgrounds and bound them together as 

one church.  These were people who before couldn’t get along but now had the Holy Spirit of God living in 

their hearts.  They were saved by Jesus Christ.  Paul put them together and told them to work together as a 

church and love one another as the church. 

 

Paul and his fellow workers would have loved to stay in Thessalonica and pastored the church in its infancy, 

but they were punished, persecuted, and run out of the city simply because they were followers of Jesus.  The 

city leaders didn’t want a “Jesus movement” in their midst.  A baby church with baby Christians was left 

behind, so they were in a challenging atmosphere.  The city was hard, resistant, and a hateful place toward the 

church.  In I Thessalonians we see Paul was blessed by this little church because they had taken a firm stance 

for Jesus.  They had “imitated the faith of the mission team” as Paul said.  Their mantra was “We would rather 

die than deny Jesus as our Savior.”  Paul said “Your church is growing to be a mighty church of God in a very 

hard city.”  He was proud of them because they were standing in courage.  That’s true of our commitment 

today!  We’re in an atmosphere that is growingly becoming more and more negative toward the Christian 
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church.  You and I are called to stand in courage, strength, and on the Word of God no matter what happens 

in the culture.  We’re the people of God and belong to Him.  The attitude two thousand years ago in I and II 

Thessalonians is exactly our attitude today.  These words could have been written this morning! 

 

Here’s the truth: The Christian faith has never been and will never be about incomplete, partial, lazy, half-

hearted commitment.  That is not serving Jesus Christ!  Rather, it’s total surrender to Him or it’s no surrender 

at all according to the Word of God as we see it here.  There’s no part-time, uninvolved, non-moving, non-

ministering child of God.  If you’re a child of God, you’re in total surrender which means “My life belongs to 

You, Lord.  How do You want to use me?  How do You want to put my talents to work?  How do I minister 

and represent You?”  Total surrender is what the Bible tells us—I’m just the messenger. 

 

In I Thessalonians we see a strong little church in a very hard city.  As II Thessalonians opens, the church is 

still very strong.  This letter was probably written several months after I Thessalonians, and there’s one basic 

change that has occurred in Thessalonica toward the church—the persecution has gotten hotter.  The 

surrounding culture has gotten harder on the church.  Let’s read now verses 1 and 2. 

 
1“Paul, and Silvanus, and Timotheus, unto the church of the Thessalonians in God our Father and the Lord 

Jesus Christ:  2Grace unto you, and peace, from God our Father and the Lord Jesus Christ.”  Paul wrote this 

letter which is affirmed by two men on his team—Silvanus, also known as Silas in your New Testament, and 

Timotheus, or Timothy, who Paul calls “my son in the ministry.”  Paul’s opening greeting in verse 2 is in all 

thirteen of his letters in the New Testament.  In every letter it’s “grace and peace to you”—it’s never the other 

way around.  You first have to have grace before you can have peace.  When you’re saved through Jesus Christ 

in His grace alone, not one of us deserve what He gave us in salvation (myself included).  He forgave sinners, 

yet through His grace, we have life everlasting.  We are sons and daughters of God through His grace; when 

you have that grace, you will have peace.   

 
3“We are bound to thank God always for you, brethren, as it is meet, because that your faith groweth 

exceedingly, and the charity of every one of you all toward each other aboundeth;  4So that we ourselves glory 

in you in the churches of God for your patience and faith in all your persecutions and tribulations that ye 

endure:  5Which is a manifest token of the righteous judgment of God, that ye may be counted worthy of the 

kingdom of God, for which ye also suffer:”  Here, Paul acknowledges they’re baby Christians, and every day 

he and his team thank God for their ministry and service.  “We witnessed your faith, courage, and growth in 

Christ.  We celebrate the fact that even thought you’re composed of so many different people—Jews, Gentiles, 

men, women—your love is growing towards one another.”  I want you to catch a Biblical principle about the 

church: Our stand of courage in ministry, our ability to reach out boldly with the Good News of Jesus Christ 

to a lost, dying, hurting world will only happen and only grow when we love one another here.  You cannot 

send love into the world until it begins here inside the church.  We’re to know, love, and take care of one 

another.  God never intended us to enter the church, not speak to anyone, keep our eyes on the ground, and 

walk out the door.  That’s not church!  The church cannot give out what it does not possess inside.  In verse 4 

Paul says “Our team glories in the fact that your patience and faith are getting deeper even as the trials are 
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getting hotter; you’re growing.”  Paul says the church should expect to be tried and heat to come against it.  

Today, we should expect trials and persecution to come our way.  Courage has to be in the DNA makeup of 

the church.  We have to be a courageous people willing to stand up and stand out on the Good News of Jesus 

Christ and stand on His Word alone.  We’ll be met with opposition when we do that because our culture wants 

nothing of that.  Our Chief Shepherd—Jesus Christ, the Lamb of God, was hated by many when He walked 

the earth.  He gave us a warning—read Matthew 10:22, Mark 13:13, Luke 21:17.  Jesus says “Ye shall be 

hated of all men for my name’s sake.”  John 15:18 He says:  “If the world hate you, ye know that it hated 

me before it hated you.”  Jesus was the Man of God, Son of God, Lamb of God who walked the soil of this 

earth, and no man or woman who has ever walked this earth has been more loved and more hated at the same 

time.  Church, when we move forward with the Gospel, we can expect trials to come our way.  We’re called 

to move into the culture, not away from a lost people because we have the news of salvation in our midst.  God 

is always in control, even when we face persecution.  When we face trials, God is going to even the score one 

day against those who hated us.  It’s not our job—it’s His and is on His timetable. 

 
6“Seeing it is a righteous thing with God to recompense tribulation to them that trouble you;  7And to you who 

are troubled rest with us, when the Lord Jesus shall be revealed from heaven with his mighty angels, 8In flaming 

fire taking vengeance on them that know not God, and that obey not the gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ: 9Who 

shall be punished with everlasting destruction from the presence of the Lord, and from the glory of his power; 
10When he shall come to be glorified in his saints, and to be admired in all them that believe (because our 

testimony among you was believed) in that day.”  Paul is telling the church in Thessalonica “Never give up 

witnessing for Jesus where you are—even if you face persecution, imprisonment, or death.  One day, in God’s 

timing, He will repay all those who hurt you.  A day will come when Jesus will give you rest.”  Paul goes back 

to the theme in I Thessalonians 4 when he said “Keep up your constant hope, church, because Jesus will return 

for you.”  Jesus has still tarried for two thousand years, but He may come in the next thirty seconds!  Paul says 

you can keep your eye on the sky because Jesus is coming, but always keep your hand on the plow—always 

ministering, so that when He comes, He will find His servants at work.  In verse 7 Jesus is going to descend 

from heaven with His angels.  In that moment He’s going to give release, peace, rest, joy to His church.  But, 

He’ll also bring a fire on punishment against all those who hurt and persecuted the church.  To me, verse 9 is 

a scary verse to those who reject Jesus as Savior.  The Bible says there are many ways you can reject Him—

outward words of denial, atheism, hate.  You can also reject Him by not being interested—“I’ll wait on this 

Christian faith until another day or to near the end of my life.  I’m in no hurry for a Savior.”  When you have 

that attitude, that is direct rejection of Jesus.  Should death sneak in and claim your life quickly and you die in 

this eternal state of rejection, there is no U-turn back to try again.  You will face everlasting punishment in 

hell.  Again, I’m just the messenger.  I’m telling you what Scripture says.  I want to be truthful and adhere 

exactly to the Word of God in what He tells us—you’ll be forever separated from Him and forever is a long, 

long time.  Today is the day to make a decision for Jesus Christ. 

 

Concerning verses 8-9, I heard an ad for “Freedom from Religion Foundation” and the spokesman was 

President Ronald Reagan’s son, Ron, who is an avowed atheist.  He says our country doesn’t need religion or 

Jesus.  He closed saying “I’m Ron Reagan, life-long atheist, not afraid of burning in hell.”  These words send 
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shivers down my spine; they’re even hard for me to quote.  God does not send people to hell; He allows you 

to choose your own route, to accept Him or reject Him.  Whatever your decision, when you close your eyes in 

death, that’s your decision for eternity.  If a change doesn’t come to Ron Reagan, he’s going to gnash his teeth 

in rejection and regret his statement over and over again.  The truth of the Bible is absolute—people who are 

saved by grace through Jesus Christ will be eternally satisfied, glorified, and joyful in the presence of God in 

heaven.  Those who refuse Him will be eternally sorrowful and regretful in hell.  The Bible doesn’t mince 

words here, neither can I. 

 

Here’s the Gospel and the Good News: If you don’t Jesus as your Lord and Savior, He can change your life.  

Let’s read the last two verses.  11Wherefore also we pray always for you, that our God would count you worthy 

of this calling, and fulfil all the good pleasure of his goodness, and the work of faith with power: 12That the 

name of our Lord Jesus Christ may be glorified in you, and ye in him, according to the grace of our God and 

the Lord Jesus Christ.”  Paul tells this little church in Thessalonica “Our mission team prays for you every day 

to stay strong and worthy of the calling of Jesus upon your church.  Show goodness when you are hated.  Let 

the name of Jesus Christ be glorified in you and through you so you can bring a lost Thessalonica to Jesus.”  

His direction is good for us today as well.  Keep moving forward, church.  Bear in mind that when we leave 

this protected sanctuary we’re going into a lost world with the name and love of Jesus Christ.  We’re to be 

faithful in delivering that to the world.  It’s human nature to love those who love you in return, but it’s Jesus’ 

nature in us when we love people who don’t love us back.  Glorify Him in all you do.  For those high school, 

home-schooled, and college graduates we recognized today, serve Jesus wherever you go.  That’s true for 

every one of us.  As believers, we are walking for our Savior and our orders are to live for Him. 

 

Does someone here today need Jesus as Lord and Savior?  You’re standing on the fault line of heaven and hell 

right now.  That’s what the Bible teaches us.  Do you need to make a decision to follow Jesus as your Savior 

for the very first time?  Do you need to say? “Lord, I need to follow You in faith.  I want to be obedient to You 

in baptism.  I want to show the world that You are my Lord and Savior.”  I’m not asking you to mull it over 

or take a month to think about it or procrastinate until you feel better.  I’m asking will you receive Jesus today.  

This is definitely not a question to play with or put off.  It’s a today question—have you totally surrendered 

your life to Jesus?  Have you asked to be forgiven of sin?  Have you told Him you’re sorry?  Through the cross 

of Jesus Christ and His empty grave, there is forgiveness and life for you to be His son or daughter.  This is 

your invitation to fall before Him today and say “Lord Jesus, I need You and ask You to be my Savior.”  

Church home, whatever you need—He meets us here.  Believers, we’re going to walk out into the world.  Will 

you make a commitment to walk to represent Jesus there? 

 

Let Us Pray:  Our Father, our God, thank You for these words that challenged me all week long that we’re to 

walk in the world to face those who don’t love us.  Even when we face trials, we’re to walk for You.  We’re 

to stay strong on Your Word and stand in You.  Bless us, we pray.  Bless those graduates today; we’re so proud 

of them.  Father, we pray today You will give them a special strength in Jesus wherever they go.  For that one 

who needs Christ right here, I pray today is that day he or she says “Yes” to You as Savior.  Bless us in this 

very important moment, Amen. 
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