
 

Sunday, April 24, 2022                              1 Thessalonians Series #9 – “The Family United” 

Rev. Dr. Michael R. Fitzgerald                         Scripture 1 Thessalonians 5:12-28 (King James Version) 

 

Welcome Message from the Bulletin:  We welcome you today to Clifford Baptist Church as we worship together.  

Although this is the Sunday AFTER Easter, we continue to celebrate the resurrection of Jesus Christ.  Each time we 

meet, we worship the Living Savior! 

 

It’s good to see you here on the Sunday after Easter!  I’m so thankful for God’s people coming together—members and 

visitors alike. 

 

Today, we’ll finish Paul’s first letter of support, encouragement, and teaching to the young church in the European city 

of Thessalonica.  Paul and his missionary team had established a church in Phillipi but had been run out by persecution, 

so they proceeded to Thessalonica to preach the Good News of Jesus Christ.  These brand-new baby Christians were 

saved.  Keep that in mind today and as we begin studying Paul’s second letter to them next Sunday.  They were being 

taught at the ground level of what it means to be a church and a congregation in the Lord Jesus Christ.  When Paul and 

his team began preaching in Thessalonica, a great diversity of people were saved—Jewish, Gentiles, Greeks.  Paul takes 

these salvations and unites them in one body called the church.  Some of these people disliked one another in their 

culture, and some were natural enemies.  Yet, Jesus Christ goes beyond those cultural boundaries and unites us together 

as the people of God.  That’s true here today.  We’re all from different backgrounds and ways of life, but Jesus Christ 

unites us together because His spirit lives in us.  That’s what makes the church work!  That’s what makes the church 

love one another because the Holy Spirit has taken up residence in us.  Today if you don’t know Jesus as your Lord and 

Savior, you can give your heart to Him this very day before this service ends.  At one time these folks in Thessalonica 

were strangers but then were connected as brothers and sisters—it was a huge life-changing time for them. 

 

Paul and his mission team would have loved to stay in Thessalonica to teach, pastor, and disciple these young Christians 

but they were run out of town as missionaries.  The city wanted nothing to do with a “Jesus movement.”  As you read 1 

Thessalonians you have to remember that Paul is addressing this brand-new church in a hostile city and yet they were 

thriving and growing even when the odds were against them.  In his two letters he wrote of teaching, training, and 

supporting these young Christians in the faith.  I love the ending of this first letter—it’s very practical counsel and advice 

given to a church two thousand years ago but these words could have been written this morning!  They’re so applicable 

to us and how they teach of what it means to be the church of the Living Lord Jesus Christ.  Let’s read now: 

 
12“And we beseech you, brethren, to know them which labour among you, and are over you in the Lord, and admonish 

you; 13And to esteem them very highly in love for their work's sake. And be at peace among yourselves.  14Now we 

exhort you, brethren, warn them that are unruly, comfort the feebleminded, support the weak, be patient toward all men.  
15See that none render evil for evil unto any man; but ever follow that which is good, both among yourselves, and to all 

men.  16Rejoice evermore.  17Pray without ceasing.  18In every thing give thanks: for this is the will of God in Christ Jesus 

concerning you.  19Quench not the Spirit.  20Despise not prophesyings.  21Prove all things; hold fast that which is good.  
22Abstain from all appearance of evil.  23And the very God of peace sanctify you wholly; and I pray God your whole 

spirit and soul and body be preserved blameless unto the coming of our Lord Jesus Christ.  24Faithful is he that calleth 

you, who also will do it.  25Brethren, pray for us.  26Greet all the brethren with an holy kiss.  27I charge you by the Lord 

that this epistle be read unto all the holy brethren.  28The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ be with you. Amen.” 
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Before Paul and his mission team were run out of Thessalonica, they had organized the little church.  It’s pretty obvious 

they had a leadership role within the church—pastors, elders, deacons.  Paul reminds some of them that first and foremost 

Jesus Christ is the Head of the church which is still true today.  He is the ultimate authority, the Chief Shepherd.  His 

Word is our road map within the church body.  As God leads the church, He also chooses human “under shepherds” to 

be under the Chief Shepherd and His guidance. 

 

Read verses 12-13 concerning the human leaders of the church.  Paul calls them “brethren.”  It’s his favorite word for 

the body of the church—it’s a combination of brothers and sisters.  We truly are kin, not so much by blood, but by the 

Spirit of God living in us.  That’s a greater and deeper kinship than blood kinship.  It exceeds blood boundaries, family 

boundaries.  We’re a part of a universal church of the Lord Jesus Christ drawn in because the Spirit of God lives in us.  

Paul must like this word “brethren” because he uses it twenty-seven times in 1 and 11 Thessalonians alone.  In these two 

verses he says “Family of the church, you are to know, love, and respect your human leaders.  You are to follow the 

leadership God has placed for you within your church body.”  Certainly, human leaders are not perfect.  Paul tells these 

Thessalonians to respect and follow those who hearts are true for Jesus and are striving be like Him.  They’re determined 

to lead the church in the footprints of Christ under the leadership of the Word of God.  We leaders have a holy 

responsibility that we’re to lead you under the Chief Shepherd’s leading by the Word of God.  When we have our little 

fallible foibles, please do forgive us and allow us to go on to lead you as God would have us do.  Esteem and respect 

those who are leading the church.  As Paul says be at peace and unity in following the leadership of the Chief Shepherd 

through the under shepherds of your church.  Personally, I want to thank you for respecting the leadership of Clifford 

Baptist Church.  We feel your respect, love, and encouragement.  We thank you so much for allowing us to lead the 

church—remember, we’re just a chunk of coal but will be a diamond one day!  How wonderful it is to be called to lead 

the true church of the Lord Jesus Christ, and thank you for your confidence and prayers on our behalf—we covet them. 

 

Read verses 14-15.  Paul says the church is to take care of itself internally.  It’s an important point of his leadership of 

the living church in that day and the living church of this day.  We’re to take care of each other internally, keep each 

other on track, admonish, encourage, and pull one another along in how it means to serve and minister within the church 

body.  If we can’t do these things, the Gospel of the Living Lord Jesus Christ will never leave these doors.  We have to 

have the love of Christ in here to take the love of Christ out there.  It’s important you and I love one another, encourage 

one another, know one another.  “Warn the unruly”:  The original Greek text says “Warn those who want their own way.  

Warn those who want to threaten the unity of the church by demanding their own way.”  Paul says these people can truly 

disrupt the unity, oneness, and ministry of the church.  They’ll find fault with a God-fearing, God-loving, scripture-

following church and take their marbles and go home—these are the unruly.  Paul says do not allow them to disrupt the 

unity and the family of the church because they’re working against the will of Jesus for that church body.  Paul then says 

“comfort the feebleminded.”  Another term is “fainthearted” which is a more fitting word.  It’s not about mentality but 

is translated to encourage one who is disheartened or discouraged.  It simply means the brethren among us who are 

weaker in the faith, not as strong and need to grow in their faith.  Build up believers so they, too, become strong within 

the body and ministry of the church.  We’re to do the same so that everyone develops a strength in serving the Lord with 

the ministry He gives to us. 

 

The next phrase “support the weak” is a physical picture of a spiritual truth.  When someone has a broken leg, he is lifted 

up and supported.  In the same way, Paul says if someone has “weak legs of faith” get under them, lift them, support 

them, help them to walk so that with each step there is healing, strength, and the Spirit of God leading them.  All of us 

develop in different paces; Paul says “be patient” in supporting the weak and helping them to grow.  The people of God 

need to be strong, but be patient with those who need strength and minister to them.  After forty years of ministry, I’m 
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convinced there are two words that signify the pastor’s job—patience and perseverance.  Be patient as the ministry 

develops and grows, but keep pressing forward.  Don’t be so patient you start treading water. 

 

Paul continues in verse 15 saying never, never allow church members to repay evil for evil—inside or outside the church.  

In other words, we will not tolerate the attitude of “I’m going to get even with you.”  That is not of Christ and not of the 

church!  In Deuteronomy 32:35 God Himself says “I will repay evil deeds; I’ll take care of the evil leveled against you.”  

Believers, we do not speak or do evil against anyone inside or outside of the church body according to the will and word 

of God.  He will deal with injustice; we’re to deliver Jesus.  In Matthew 5:44 Jesus said “Love those who bring injustice 

against you, and pray for those who hate you.”  You can’t have a terrible attitude against someone you pray for.  Paul 

and Jesus are on the same wavelength here—pray for your enemies, lift them up, ask for God’s healing and blessing 

upon them. 

 

I love the short little verses of 16-22.  Paul says if the church is truly the church there is to be a joy here—we’re to look 

forward and enjoy the privilege to worship a Holy God together.  It’s not a job or a responsibility; it’s not “painted on 

smiles.”  Sometimes getting here may be stressful, especially for those with young children.  But when you get here, be 

grateful!  The dirty dishes will get cleaned—come to enjoy church!  It’s a blessing to bring your children here—they 

need Jesus now.  “Pray without ceasing”—leave the line of communication open to Jesus 24/7.  It’s very important you 

have your devotional time in your quiet place or wherever every day—you can even pray while driving!  Whisper a 

prayer when you need guidance in that conversation that all of a sudden has gotten tense.  Pray when dealing with your 

children and things are a bit stressful.  Pray a prayer when you wake up in the middle of the night.  When you’re a child 

of God, you don’t need to make an appointment for Jesus to hear you!  We can pray without ceasing, and He will hear 

every word and answer every word as well.  The Bible teaches that prayer is not just a structured moment, it’s a constant 

moment.  We have a challenge in verse 18—give thanks in all things.  I’m not thankful for trips to the dentist, flat tires, 

gnats—to name a few!  So, how can we be thankful in all things?  Paul says that in through all things Jesus walks with 

you—that’s why you’re thankful!  You’re never alone; He’s always with you.  He knows your heart and what you’re 

going through.  Jesus loves you, and there is no one in the world like you.  He’s with you in the trials and heartaches, as 

well as the sweet moments.  My favorite Psalm is 139; listen to verses 1-2: “O Lord, thou hast searched me and known 

me.  Thou knowest my downsitting and mine uprising, thou understandest my thought afar off.”  There’s nothing you 

go through that Jesus doesn’t know about. 

 

Verse 19 “Quench not the spirit.”  If you’re a believer and know Jesus Christ as your Lord and Savior, the Holy Spirit 

of God lives in you.  He’s taken up residence in me.  That’s what joins and binds us together—the living Spirit of God 

in us.  It makes us kin—brothers and sisters.  Paul says never put out the fire of God’s desire to lead you by throwing on 

the cold water of disobedience.  Don’t walk away from Him.  Don’t say “I don’t need You in this particular situation.”  

Don’t quench the Spirit’s desire to flame in you, be passionate in you, and lead you through every step of life.  Don’t 

ever tell the Spirit living in you “Be quiet; I want my way.”  Read verse 20.  A prophecy is a message of authority from 

God.  It may come from your personal Bible study, from your prayer life, or from a pastor or radio preacher’s message.  

Somehow God gives you a message for the present or the future.  Do not disregard God’s will by your own wisdom.  

Despise not God’s Word being expressed to you.  Never say “I’m going to choose my will over Your Word, God.”  

Don’t be swayed by popular opinion when you have the truth of God in your hands.  It’s important we know He has a 

will for us and speaks through His Word on a daily basis—listen and follow it to its letter. 

 

In verse 21, Paul is saying hold on to the good things in your life.  Don’t be distracted by things of the world.  Hold on 

to that which is of God—His good always triumphs over the good of world.  The good of the world will ultimately lead 
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to destruction and disappointment, whereas the good of God will always lead us to His will, grace, blessing.  Read verse 

22.  Paul says we’re to run away from evil and obviously stay away from that which is sinful toward God.  We’re to 

even run away from the appearance of evil.  If someone looks at me right now and what I’m doing, does it have the 

appearance of evil?  Look at what’s in your grocery cart—is that evil to someone who sees it?  Look at your Facebook 

page—would someone see something evil?  Get rid of it!  Paul says just don’t avoid evil but avoid the appearance of 

evil.  Think about your life’s actions every moment.  Guard your witness.  Here’s the truth of God: Satan cannot take 

away your salvation.  When you know Jesus Christ as your Lord and Savior, you are firmly in the palm of His hand 

(John 10:29).  But Satan loves to destroy your witness—he takes away your influence to the lost.  Be careful.  Always 

remember you are to be serving the Lord in all that you do.   

 

In verses 23-24 Paul says “Church, may God make you and sanctify you to be holy and blameless.  Keep your hearts 

centered on the Gospel of Jesus Christ until He comes again.”  These are not just words for the pastor or the deacons—

they’re for the church that every single one of us has something to do and contribute to the ministry.  Every one of us 

needs a church job, an outlet for our talent through the ministry of the Lord Jesus Christ.  We’re faithful to Him because 

first and foremost, He was faithful to us through the cross and empty tomb.  He offered us life, and we offer our life back 

to Him.  In verse 25 Paul says to pray for our mission team.  We want to pray for our missionaries serving locally and 

around the world.  Read verse 26.  In that day and culture people would embrace and kiss each other on the cheek; it was 

an acceptable practice.  Our culture now is quite different!  Men, I would love a holy embrace but you can leave the kiss 

behind!  The point is take care of one another; greet one another in the congregation and memorize one name so you can 

greet them the following week.  The church is not made up of disconnected strangers.  We don’t come here and worship 

but not know each other!  We’re family—brethren—brothers and sisters. 

 

As we love each other through the grace of God, His will and ministry will go from this place.  Notice all of Paul’s words 

today were centered on the local church body and how we treat one another and how we follow the Lord.  If you’re part 

of the church body, that means you know Jesus as your Lord and Savior.  If there’s someone who doesn’t know Him, by 

definition of the Bible you’re not in the church yet but you can be today.  If you want to know Him and serve Him, start 

by saying “Lord Jesus, I know I’m a sinner.  I have a broken relationship with You because of my own sin.  I believe 

Jesus went to the cross and died as the perfect Lamb of God in my place that I might be forgiven.  I believe You rose 

from the grave, as we celebrated last week, that I might have eternal life.  Lord, I need You and want You as my Savior.  

I’m coming to You as my Savior.”  He’s waiting for you.   

 

 

Let Us Pray:  Our Father, our God, thank You for these precious moments.  Thank you, Lord, as we come together You 

have a powerful plan for Your church.  We thank You that Jesus Christ is indeed our Chief Shepherd, and we’re to follow 

You and Your Word.  Help us to do that and to rededicate our lives.  Bless us in this very important moment of decision.  

Through His name and His holiness, we pray.  Amen. 

 

 

The service concluded with the Celebration of the Lord’s Supper with Rev. Jeffrey Campbell officiating. 
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