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Welcome Message from the Bulletin:  We welcome you to Clifford Baptist Church on Resurrection Sunday!  This is 

the highest day of celebration in the church of the Lord Jesus Christ, and we are privileged to share it as His family.  

Each Sunday that we worship together is connected to the victory of Easter. 

 

We gather here today and know there is an empty grave!  Christ is Risen!  He is Risen Indeed!  I am thankful to have 

the privilege of being behind the pulpit and seeing a pastor’s dream—a full house!  Today is the most beautiful, 

wonderful hope-giving day in all of Christendom in all of the world—the hope that every human being has because 

we have a resurrected living, Savior.  We celebrate the resurrection of the Lord Jesus Christ here in this sanctuary 

and around the world. 

 

Today, I want us to concentrate on one little act that each of us does—reaching out.  I receive numerous texts and 

phone calls and have noticed this catch phrase “Thank you for reaching out to me” or “I want to reach out to you.”  

We know we have a Savior who reaches out to us and are so thankful He loves us that much.  I want to share a 

memory my sister, Patty, and I have from when our mother worked as a charge aide at Western State Hospital in 

Staunton, Virginia, for about 25 years.  She worked with incoming patients who had varying degrees of need with 

mental health issues, and I’m so glad she did that.  In our preteen years, Patty and I would visit our mother at work.  

She had to let us in as the door was always locked.  I believe this is when God planted the seed of ministry in me as 

I looked at these hurting people.  I thought then of how can we help them.  This was in the 1960’s and many of the 

people who were admitted at the front gate of the facility were just left there.  Then a staff member would come, take 

them to their assigned ward, and process them.  Sadly, the family would drop someone off and they would never see 

them again.  They lived a lonely life, but people like my mother would make their lives full of love.  I’ll always 

appreciate the way she took care of those patients—to her, it wasn’t just a job.  I remember walking down the main 

hallway where she worked—it was usually after suppertime.  I’d see the women patients lined up both sides in their 

feeding chairs as mother and other staff got them ready for bed.  As Patty and I walked along, these women would 

reach out to us across their chairs.  It was a bit scary for us at our age, but God clarified later in our lives why those 

women tried to reach out to us.  They didn’t want to harm us but seeing us reminded them that they were mothers or 

grandmothers and remembered when they would hold their own children.  This is a memory that’s forever etched in 

my mind. 

 

This is an action God plants in us of communion, connection, attraction, and love when we reach to one another.  

When I read the Gospels, the image comes back over and over.  Everywhere Jesus went people reached out to Him 

to help.  For example, in Luke 17 there were ten lepers between Samaria and Galilee.  Leprosy was a disease that was 

a death sentence.  If you caught it, you were ostracized, put in a colony, and lived there until your body literally rotted 

apart.  So, ten lepers met Jesus pleading, reaching, asking for healing.  They cried out to Him “Have mercy on us.”  

Jesus healed all ten of them but only one returned to say “Thank you.”  They were healed of a death sentence, but 

nine could not come and say “Thank you.”  We’re here because we have been healed from sin, death, and hell.  We’re 

here to say “Thank you, Lord Jesus!”  If you don’t know Him as your Savior today, you’ll have the opportunity to 

thank Him by giving Him your heart before this Easter service is done. 
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“Reaching to Jesus” 

 

Matthew 28:1-9 

(King James Version) 

 

 

 



In Matthew 14 the disciple, Peter, walks on the water momentarily as he steps out of the boat.  If you remember, his 

faith falters and he begins to sink.  He’s reaching out to Jesus; then Jesus reaches out to him.  In Mark 5 we read of a 

woman sick for twelve years.  She spent all her money to be healed but never was.  She’s on a street with a throng of 

people surrounding Jesus.  She says to herself “If I can just reach through the people and touch His garment, I can be 

healed.  He doesn’t have to know who’s reaching; it will be an anonymous touch from someone in the crowd.”  She 

did, and she was healed!  Jesus knew power had left Him, and He identified the woman. 

 

Jesus spent His ministry dealing with people who were always reaching to Him.  He always responded by meeting 

their need—be it for healing, salvation, or a touch from God.  Two thousand years later, it is still true for you and 

me!  He meets our needs, takes care of us, blesses us, protects us, walks with us because He loves us so deeply.  A 

familiar passage is John 6:37 where Jesus says “All that the Father giveth me shall come to me; and him that 

cometh to me I will in no wise cast out.”  If you read that in the original Greek, it actually says “the one who runs 

to Me, the one who reaches to Me, I will not turn them away.”  If you run to Jesus, reach to Jesus, He is there to reach 

back to you.  That’s the blessing of Easter! 

 

On this Easter Sunday, that promise is still real and in effect for every single life.  If you’re here today, this promise 

is enacted for you through Jesus Christ as Lord and Savior because He’s not simply a Savior who died on a cross.  

We do not gather here today to worship a dead Savior!  We gather here to worship a Savior who rose from the grave 

and is a living Savior!  There are about four thousand faiths or religions in the world, but only one has a risen Savior!  

Easter is His day!  He is the way, the truth, and the life, and there’s no other way to the Father but through Him.  Turn 

in your Bibles now to today’s Scripture. 

 
1“In the end of the sabbath, as it began to dawn toward the first day of the week, came Mary Magdalene and the other 

Mary to see the sepulchre.  2And, behold, there was a great earthquake: for the angel of the Lord descended from 

heaven, and came and rolled back the stone from the door, and sat upon it.  3His countenance was like lightning, and 

his raiment white as snow:  4And for fear of him the keepers did shake, and became as dead men.  5And the angel 

answered and said unto the women, Fear not ye: for I know that ye seek Jesus, which was crucified.  6He is not here: 

for he is risen, as he said. Come, see the place where the Lord lay.  7And go quickly, and tell his disciples that he is 

risen from the dead; and, behold, he goeth before you into Galilee; there shall ye see him: lo, I have told you.  8And 

they departed quickly from the sepulchre with fear and great joy; and did run to bring his disciples word.  9And as 

they went to tell his disciples, behold, Jesus met them, saying All hail.  And they came and held him by the feet and 

worshipped him.” 

 

In verse 9 I want you to notice those two women reached out and worshipped Jesus by putting their arms around His 

feet.  They fell in submission, surrender, and love to reach out to a Savior who had risen from the grave for them.  

They returned His reach of love by reaching to Him.  I often wonder—what does Jesus see when He looks at this old 

world today.  I think back two thousand years ago when He looked over Jerusalem and saw lost people who didn’t 

care and hated His ministry.  They were going about as sheep without a shepherd.  The Bible says He wept when He 

looked over those people who were so lost.  I believe now He looks at this world through His own tears and sees war, 

political unrest, misused political power, suffering, pain.  He sees people wandering about as sheep without a 

shepherd—no hope, no purpose, no life.  He sees people on this treadmill of just living life day by day, earning 

money, paying bills, routine activities.  People right here in our community and throughout the world do not realize 

how deeply Jesus loves them.  They’re in sheer ignorance of that fact—the good news has not come to them.  Jesus 
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loves them so much He laid down His life as the perfect Lamb of God that we might be forgiven—shedding His 

perfect blood for our imperfect, sinful lives. 

 

So many don’t know the joy and meaning of Easter.  For them, it’s about Easter baskets, eggs, bunnies, etc.  All of 

those are good things, but that’s not what Easter is!  Easter is the celebration of a risen, loving Savior who reaches to 

us, and we have the opportunity to reach to Him and love Him as He first loved us.  Praise God we know!  We need 

to run to Him for a peace that the world cannot offer.  We need to reach to Him for a salvation that only He can give.  

There’s no other place in the world to receive it than through Jesus Christ—the way, the truth, the life.  He’s the way 

to heaven, the way to forgiveness.  Sometimes those who know Him get so busy with life, myself included, that He 

gets moved to the back seat and is not as important as He should be.  We don’t give Him the honor He so deserves.  

We give Him little snippets of our time, but we haven’t laid down our life for Him.  We have to refocus on what’s 

really important in life which is loving, serving, witnessing for our Savior Jesus.  That’s the key to life.  When our 

walk strays from Him, we need to come back to the center to live for Him.  As the living Lord Jesus, He comes to us 

wherever we are and whatever our sin is.  He is pleading “Come unto Me, reach unto Me.  All who labor and are 

heavy laden, I will give you rest, peace, salvation, and grace.  Just reach to Me.”  That’s the call from the Bible. 

 

Some years ago, I’d listen to a program by Pastor Lon Solomon called “So What?”  That title kind of grabs your 

attention.  You can hear all the truth of the Bible, about a cross, a resurrection—but how does it change your life?  

What does it mean to you and me?  So what that Jesus died on a cross and rose from the grave?  How does that change 

me and affect my life and my walk in the world?  What does it mean in your life?  Today is not just a little perfunctory 

service because it’s Easter and we all show up.  My prayer is that you show up next Sunday to live for the Savior 

Jesus Christ, worship Him, lay down our life before Him, surrender to Him. 

 

The question becomes—how does the truth of Jesus change my life.  The message of God’s Word is that God loves 

us so much that He did lay down His life, He did rise from the grave to give us eternal life, and He is reaching out to 

every person offering us life, hope, blessing.  He’s offering to take away the fears this world instills in us through 

wars, unrest, and all the other negative things.  The way to be delivered from fear is to reach out to Jesus and to come 

to Him as Savior.  He’s saying “Reach to Me.  I want to be your Lord, Savior, friend.  I want a relationship with you.  

Every day I have a conversation with you.  Every day I want to shelter, protect you, and direct your walk as you 

follow the footsteps I lay before you.  That’s how much I love you, how much I’m reaching to you.” 

 

Here's the question of Easter: So what?  What does Easter mean to you and me?  How can Jesus change our life?  

Maybe on this resurrection Sunday you need to reach out for the very first time and say “Lord Jesus, I believe 

throughout my life You’ve been reaching to me and You died on the cross for me that I might be forgiven of sin.  I 

believe You rose from the grave for me that I would have life eternal through faith in You.  You have been reaching 

to me at every turn, every morning, every night.  I know You love me so much that You are a living Savior and 

you’ve patiently waited and patiently reached to me for a long time.  I know I’m a sinner and know my sin has caused 

a broken relationship between me and my God.  I want healing in that relationship, and I know there’s one bridge to 

get to God which is the cross and empty grave of Jesus Christ.  He’s the way, the truth, the life.  Lord Jesus, I do 

believe You died on the cross and rose from the grave and want to promise forgiveness and eternal life.  For the very 

first time, I reach to You.  You have reached to me, and I accept You as my Lord and Savior.  I ask Your forgiveness.  

I ask to be Your son or daughter.  I ask to walk with You and spend eternity with You.  I need You as my Savior, so 

today is the day I reach and ask You to come and be my Savior.” 
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I ask you again: What does Easter mean to you?  It’s more than coming to a large service once a year.  It’s coming to 

a Savior saying “I want to love You, serve You, walk with You all year long.  I want to be your child.”  I pray this is 

more than just a service in your week.  I pray we’re asking the Lord to bless us and we’re lifting up thanks before 

Him as a Savior who loves us.  I’m thankful to tell you today the specter of COVID is vanishing and proud to say the 

church is filling again.  Hallelujah!  One of the saddest days in my years of ministry was preaching the Easter service 

two years ago with only ten people here.  So, it’s wonderful to see you here today!  The church is filling again, as 

well as ministries.  We need you to be a part of those as we reach out to a world that desperately needs Jesus Christ.  

Changes are coming up, but we know Jesus will lead us every step of the way to spread His good news—it’s all about 

Him!  We need to keep Him in the middle of everything we do and think.  We need to keep His Word as we follow 

His footsteps.  If we ever stray to something else, we’ll cease to be a church.  Can we say this together?  “Lord, all 

of me belongs to You.  On this Easter Sunday I surrender and lay down my life to You as your son or daughter.  I 

want to continue growing in my walk with You and my service to You.  I realize the gifts and talents You’ve given 

me, and I want to use them in the Kingdom’s work.” 

 

We Baptists are not as demonstrative as other congregations.  I have a pastor friend, also Baptist, who says his church 

is so quiet if he asks for an Amen, he has to ask them to write it down on a piece of paper and put it in the offering 

plate!  You’re much better than that, Clifford Baptist Church!  But today, can we reach up and say “Lord Jesus, thank 

You for saving me.  It’s all about You and how You’ve set the course for our life.  Set the course for our church.  

Thank You for walking with us constantly.  I want to reach to You and thank You for the blessings—my family, 

church, the chance to speak Your name out in the world and be a witness and representative for You.”  Sometime 

tonight I want you to be alone for a few moments in a quiet place and lift up your hands and say “Lord Jesus, on this 

Easter Sunday thank You for my blessings.  Thank You that You saved my soul.  Thank You for constantly reaching 

to me; I reach to You now to lead me and guide me so my life will have purpose in the Kingdom of God.  When You 

call me home, I want to hear You say to me—Well done, son or daughter.”  I’ve done this many, many times and I 

can feel Him taking my hands.  He can do the same for you.  If you need Him as your Savior today, reach to Him.  

He’s waiting for you.  It’s His invitation and the reason we meet here on Easter Sunday.  Every day has hope because 

of this day—the resurrection of Jesus Christ.   

 

Let Us Pray:  Our Father, our God, thank You that You love us so much.  I pray for that one person who’s never 

come to Jesus as Lord and Savior.  He or she can pray this prayer “Dear Lord, I understand You love me, have been 

with me, and have looked over my life for years.  I thank You that You’ve reached to me, protected me, blessed me.  

Today I turn my eyes to You and see the blessings, and I want to reach to You and give You my heart, my life.  I 

accept You as my Savior.  I believe You died on the cross for my sin to forgive me.  I believe You rose from the 

grave to give me eternal life.  I put my life in Your hands, reaching to You and asking for Your grace.”  Thank You 

for those who prayed this prayer and entered the Kingdom of God confessing with their lips and believing with their 

hearts that because Jesus was raised from the dead, they will be saved according to Romans 10:9.  We who are 

believers lift our hands to You and thank You that You love us and reach to us every day.  Help us, Lord, to constantly 

and continuously reach to You for love, leadership, guidance that our life will be lived to Your glory.  That this church 

will be lived to Your glory, and that we’ll extend the love of Jesus to a world who needs Him.  Bless us in this day 

and every day ahead.  We pray this in the strong name of Jesus Christ, our Risen Lord.  Amen. 
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