
 

Sunday, March 6, 2022                        “God’s Command for the Church: Stand Strong  – Sermon #5 

Rev. Dr. Michael R. Fitzgerald, Senior Pastor                       1 Thessalonians 3:1-13 (King James Version) 

 

Welcome Message from the Bulletin:  As we gather today, we welcome you to worship at Clifford Baptist Church!  We 

fellowship, sing, pray, and open God’s Word together under His banner of blessing.  No aspect of the Christian’s life 

can replace worship. 

 

Good morning!  It’s a great day in God’s house!  Bible scholars will tell you that all references to pride in the Bible are 

usually on the negative side.  Pride is one of those things that stands between us and God when it’s self-centered.  I want 

to give a positive side to pride: I am so proud to see what God has done in this congregation over these years.  I’m proud 

to see the ministries the Lord has blessed us through and with.  I’m proud in a positive way that we’ve added a new 

congregation through streaming—one that spreads throughout the world.  It’s amazing to me!  In 1982 we couldn’t have 

said that would have ever happened.  I’m proud to see the young people (Youth Praise Team) who sang in worship today.  

I’m proud of what God is doing in Clifford Baptist Church and will continue to be proud in days and years to come as 

He uses us here. 

 

We’re moving through a very appropriate sermon series for this time in the church’s pilgrimage.  I believe any time you 

open the Bible you’re immersed in God’s truth.  You can let your Bible fall open to any page, anywhere, anytime, close 

your eyes, and put your finger on a verse of Scripture—that is God’s Word!  It will meet a need in your life and feed you 

in some way.  I’ve said it before:  God’s Word is not in this book, but God’s Word is this book.  Every word is inspired 

by our Holy God.  His Word expands and takes on deeper meaning when you understand the background and setting for 

where that Word is directed when it was first written.  That’s certainly true today for 1 Thessalonians. 

 

From previous sermons, Paul developed a missionary team to travel, preach the Gospel, and bring people to the Lord 

Jesus Christ as Savior.  That team had three primary journeys.  They began on the continent of Asia, their home country.  

During the second journey, God gave them a new direction for ministry.  He asked them to leave Asia and go to the 

continent of Europe, a large untapped pioneer land—most people there had never heard the name of Jesus Christ.  They 

sailed a hundred miles across the Aegean Sea and stopped in the city of Philippi.  To the team’s joy, they preached the 

Lord Jesus Christ.  People were saved, beginning with Lydia and her family; numerous others followed.  Paul and the 

team formed the nucleus of a church, but the city leaders did not want a Jesus movement in Philippi.  The team came 

under persecution—beaten, imprisoned, run out of the city.  Did they just go home?  Frustrated, beaten, saying “We 

can’t work here anymore; they’ve thrown us out.”  No, they made another hundred-mile journey westward to the city of 

Thessalonica.  According to Acts 17, the history book of your New Testament, people were also saved there as the 

mission team preached the Good News of Jesus Christ.  City leaders hated them too; they were persecuted and run out. 

 

Undaunted, they moved on to the city of Berea.  What happened there?  Let me ask you—have you ever stepped on or 

mowed over a nest of ground bees?  I have, and it’s a very painful experience.  The bees rise up, chase you, and sting 

you as you run away.  When Paul and his team left Thessalonica going to Berea, the leaders from Thessalonica ran after 

them and “stung” them; they would be stirred up in Berea.  They faced opposition in these three cities I’ve described; 

they were not wanted at all.  Men simply preaching the Gospel of Jesus Christ were grossly mistreated.  They kept on 

going, serving, and preaching; they would not go home in defeat or discouragement.  They even preached Jesus to their 

enemies; they would not forsake lost people.  The same applies to us—the church cannot forsake lost people.  They’re 
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in our communities and world; we have to go to them.  I’m grateful today we have a missionary among us who has 

served on foreign fields; she’s on furlough right now.  Bible students, you need to know that kind of history to understand 

what you’ll learn in 1 Thessalonians today; the Gospel demands utter commitment.  It demands you and I surrender to 

the Lord Jesus Christ with all we have and all we are.  Anything less is demeaning to our Savior.  The Bible never tells 

us to put selfishness ahead of sacrifice or put comfort over commitment.  We’re to move forward in the Gospel of the 

Living Lord, come what may. 

 

After Paul and his team are run out of these three cities, they end up in Athens.  He thinks of the little church they had 

to leave behind in Thessalonica—brand-new baby Christians in a godless, idolatrous city.  Because they couldn’t stay 

and pastor them and get their feet on the ground, Paul is worried about them.  He knew they were inexperienced and 

Satan would hammer them.  He called Satan the “tempter” in today’s passage.  How could Paul help them?  We’ll read 

the first seven verses.   

 
1“Wherefore when we could no longer forbear, we thought it good to be left at Athens alone; 2And sent Timotheus, our 

brother, and minister of God, and our fellow labourer in the gospel of Christ, to establish you, and to comfort you 

concerning your faith:  3That no man should be moved by these afflictions: for yourselves know that we are appointed 

thereunto.  4For verily, when we were with you, we told you before that we should suffer tribulation; even as it came to 

pass, and ye know.  5For this cause, when I could no longer forbear, I sent to know your faith, lest by some means the 

tempter have tempted you, and our labour be in vain.  6But now when Timotheus came from you unto us, and brought 

us good tidings of your faith and charity, and that ye have good remembrance of us always, desiring greatly to see us, as 

we also to see you:  7Therefore, brethren, we were comforted over you in all our affliction and distress by your faith:” 

 

Paul says “I’m here in Athens; I’ve been run out of three cities but I can’t get you, little church of Thessalonica, off my 

mind.  I’m worried and anxious about you and how the city is treating you.”  He sends a trusted young man to check on 

them.  Remember, Paul had invested his ministry in a young man named Timothy.  Toward the end of his life, Paul 

passed the baton of ministry on to him who he trained.  In Philippians 2, he calls him “his son in the ministry.” He loves 

this younger man.  So he sends Timothy to Thessalonica to check on this little church; Paul wants them established and 

built up through Timothy.  He wanted Timothy to encourage, strengthen, and comfort them.  Paul says “Remember when 

I and my team were with you, I told you standing for Jesus would bring us tribulation.  I told you living for Jesus would 

not always be easy in a godless city and Satan, the “tempter,” would tempt you as well.”  What does Satan, the tempter, 

want to do to a church?  Basically, he wants the church to fail.  He wants us to believe we’re of no account, and our 

ministry is not being heeded—we’ll just close our doors.  He’s all about death.  Two thousand years later, Satan still 

wants us to believe we’re going to fail.  He wants us to believe we’ll be filled with such turmoil and strife that we can’t 

leave through these doors and minister.  He would love to put up obstacles, roadblocks, and negativity to stop this church.  

He would love for us to say Clifford Baptist Church, or any church serving Jesus Christ, is going to die.  For Thessalonica 

and us, we keep our eyes on Jesus, the One who keeps us in unity, and pours strength and blessing upon us.  We keep 

our eyes on the One who sets the footsteps before us so we’ll follow Him in every step of our church’s life and in our 

lives as individual Christians.  We keep going forward!  Timothy returns and gives a report to Paul: “This church is 

growing, thriving, and ministering.  They’re doing exactly what Jesus has called them to do.  God is blessing the little 

church in Thessalonica.”  Paul’s heart is filled with joy. 

 
8“For now we live, if ye stand fast in the Lord.”  This verse is key to this passage.  Paul says “You’re living true life as 

God intended, with the purpose God you and me if we stand for the Lord Jesus Christ.”  When we live for Him, we have 

knowledge that God will accomplish something through us because the Savior resides in our heart.  Living for Jesus is 

 

Page 2 – Clifford Baptist Sermon 3/6/2022 



not a part-time job, not a partial commitment.  It’s giving your life fully, truly, wholly, to be used by Him and to fulfill 

the purpose He’s carved out for your life.  The most important word in verse 8 is “if.”  Everything about the purpose of 

life is connected with that word.  You’re going to live with accomplishment and knowing God is using your life if you 

surrender completely to the Lord Jesus Christ.  Be single-minded and focused on living for Him.  When that pattern 

takes over your life, then you’re living, growing, and making progress in His plan for you.  You’re understanding—“I 

surrender to Jesus and give Him my all.  I live for His purpose and want to be a minister for Him.  Paul thinks about the 

greatest thing he can do for the little church in Thessalonica.  “I saw most of them saved as we preached the Gospel 

there.  I thank God and pray for you, little church.” 

 
9“For what thanks can we render to God again for you, for all the joy wherewith we joy for your sakes before our God; 
10Night and day praying exceedingly that we might see your face, and might perfect that which is lacking in your faith?  
11Now God himself and our Father, and our Lord Jesus Christ, direct our way unto you.  12And the Lord make you to 

increase and abound in love one toward another, and toward all men, even as we do toward you:  13To the end he may 

stablish your hearts unblameable in holiness before God, even our Father, at the coming of our Lord Jesus Christ with 

all his saints.” 

 

In these closing verses, Paul makes three requests: (1) He prays their faith will grow; read verse 10.  He prays God will 

strengthen them so they can reach out to a godless community.  This speaks to us that our faith be perfect, that we’ll see 

the Lord continue to use this church.  God help our faith in these years to be strong and courageous in this community 

and world, just as it was in Thessalonica.  God help us to know what godly marriage is, what godly morality is.  To be 

strong in the lifestyle He sets forth for us through His Holy Word.  Times are getting more challenging in the way we 

live for Him.  The world is changing around us, but He says “You don’t change; You live My Word.”  In Canada today, 

there’s a law that declares our sexual identity that is given to us by God at our birth is a myth.  A fairy tale that God 

assigned a certain gender to you and me.  It’s against the law in Canada for a pastor or anyone else to counsel someone 

back to their God-given gender.  There’s an actual prison term connected with it!  It’s called “conversion therapy.”  I 

imagine at some point there will be a law against it as well in the United States.  Yet God says “Stand strong; I have 

given you an identity in My grace.”  You are created in the image of God, male and female alike.  God wants you to be 

who you are in His image.  That can begin when Jesus Christ is your Lord and your Savior; then we become the image 

and grow more like Him every single day.  Our culture is headed in all kinds of different directions away from God, and 

He tells us “Stay true to Me.  Stay on the path with Me.”  Will we stand on the truth of the Bible?  Will we stand strong 

on the Word of God?  We need to make a commitment to that, church, just as Paul asked the church in Thessalonica. 

 

Paul’s second request is in verse 12.  Simply put, he says “Church, love all people.  It’s easy to love those church 

members seated with you, those who are lovable—but, love your enemy also.  Love those who want to destroy your 

church.  Have a passion for their soul and that they’ll come to know Jesus Christ as Lord and Savior.”  Amazingly, the 

love of Christ can bring down walls of barriers.  Maybe you need to love that unlovable person in your life.  Paul’s third 

request is in verse 13.  “Christian believers, live a holy life, a life above reproach and that honors Jesus Christ.  Live 

blamelessly, honestly, trustworthy.  Don’t be distracted by the stupid worldly stuff that goes on around you.  Keep your 

eyes on Jesus.  Be single-minded for the Savior and live for Him alone.”   

 

These were tough marching orders for that little church in Thessalonica two thousand years ago and remain tough 

marching orders for us today—even in our changing world with war, trouble, atheism, people turning against Jesus 

Christ.  We live for Him there; we will take His message outside these doors.  What we have here is not a game, not a 
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social gathering—this is life!  If we honor the Savior.  We don’t live to hate the world or avoid people.  Lost people are 

simply lost!  They may be hateful, but they’re still lost and need Jesus.  We need to stand strong to take His love to them. 

 

Today is a bittersweet day for me and my family as the Pastor Search Committee makes their recommendation for a new 

Senior Pastor.  Church goes through change in leadership, ministry, who does what.  Change is part of human life.  But, 

it’s all about Jesus.  Keep your eyes on Him; He will guide us through these changes and how we give the Gospel to the 

world.  Church, we’re going to do this together and we know the Lord is going to bless it.  If you have not accepted Jesus 

as your Lord and Savior, do you know you need to change?  Do you know there’s something better for you?  Do you 

know you need Jesus in your heart?  Do you know there’s a better way to live—with purpose?  So many people think 

they can create a life of purpose by making a million + dollars; that’s not purpose.  It doesn’t bring happiness or joy.  

Living for Jesus Christ is the one thing that will bring fulfillment, joy, and peace because your life belongs to Him.  

Choose Jesus because He first chose the cross.  He bled, died, and gave His life to forgive, save, and promise you eternal 

life.  This is the truth above all the other chatter of the world.  Jesus Christ loves you.  He died for you and rose again.  

It's the one eternal decision you can make when you accept and receive Him as your Lord and Savior.  When you lay 

down your sin, you can say “Lord, I am a sinner separated from You.  I know the only way for me to be united with You 

once again is for Jesus Christ to forgive me because He took my place on the cross.  I give You my heart, my life, and 

all that I am.”  That’s the way you’re saved—not giving Him a piece, but laying it all down at the foot of the cross.  

Today is the day He’ll receive you as His son or daughter if you say yes to Him.  Church, remember that’s the news we 

take into the world because there are so many who need to hear it.  I pray we’ll rededicate our lives to all the future 

changes and keep our eyes on Jesus because it’s all about Him.   

 

Let Us Pray:  Father God, thank You for these moments.  Bless us, Lord.  I pray You will not take our minds anywhere 

else but just wanting to surrender to You.  We want to surrender our church to You today and in the days ahead.  If 

there’s one who needs You as Lord and Savior, I pray he or she will surrender their life to You.  Bless those who say 

“Lord, I give You my all—either as a believer or a sinner in need of a Savior.”  In Jesus’ name, Amen.   

 

_______________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 

 

At the conclusion of today's worship service, the Pastor Search Committee revealed the candidate to be presented to the 

church for a vote for new Senior Pastor.  The candidate selected by the Committee is our Youth Minister, Reverend 

Jeffrey W. Campbell.  In accordance with our Church Constitution, there will be a Called Church Business Meeting on 

Sunday, March 20, immediately following the morning worship service to vote on calling Jeffrey as our next Senior 

Pastor.  In addition, Jeffrey will preach a trial sermon next Sunday, March 13.  A “Meet and Greet” will follow in the 

church Social Hall. 

 

Only official members of Clifford Baptist Church are allowed to cast their vote.  If you will not be available to vote in 

person on Sunday, March 20, and would like an absentee ballot, please call or email the church office by Thursday, 

March 17, to get a ballot.  Those ballots can be dropped off at the church and left in the drop box inside the airlock OR 

they may be returned via email.  Any mailed or emailed in ballots MUST be received by Saturday, March 19, to be 

counted with the Sunday, March 20 votes. 

 

A special “Thank You” to the Pastor Search Committee for all their many hours of diligently seeking and praying for 

God's direction in this selection process. 
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