
 

Sunday, March 13, 2022                                     “The Hand of Blessing” 

Rev. Jeffrey W. Campbell                                     Psalm 1:1-6 (King James Version) 

 

Welcome Message from the Bulletin:  Welcome to this day of worship and praise of our living Lord.  The church is not 

a repetitious routine; it is a new experience each time we come together!  There will never be another day like today, 

and we come anticipating God’s touch on our lives. 
 

From Pastor Mike:  “Pastor Jeffrey, this is the moment you come to give your sermon in lieu of call to Senior Pastor of 

Clifford Baptist Church.  I stand with you, support you, pray for you, encourage you, love you.  God bless you, brother.” 

 

The question I ask every time I come to the pulpit, and I pray we never, ever let it settle is:  Did you come this morning 

expecting something from God?  God is that source, not Jeffrey!  My prayer today is that I’m just an instrument—that 

you don’t hear me, you hear Jesus through what He has to say in this place.  It’s amazing, the importance of this day.  

This morning I woke up to text messages and have been receiving them all week.  The closest men in my life who I’ve 

spent the last sixteen years working with night in and night out have called me to let me know they’re praying for me 

today.  Some of them are here today to support me, and I thank them for their presence.  To my church family, thank 

you for your messages this week of prayers and support.  I need you to keep on praying—not for Jeffrey, but for God’s 

will to be done!  That’s the message we carry forth from this place today! 

 

Turn in your Bibles to Psalm 1.  I pray it will make an impact on eternity and on somebody’s life.  Stand with me as we 

read God’s Holy Word together:  1“Blessed is the man that walketh not in the counsel of the ungodly, nor standeth in the 

way of sinners, nor sitteth in the seat of the scornful.  2But his delight is in the law of the LORD; and in his law doth he 

meditate day and night.  3And he shall be like a tree planted by the rivers of water, that bringeth forth his fruit in his 

season; his leaf also shall not wither; and whatsoever he doeth shall prosper.  4The ungodly are not so: but are like the 

chaff which the wind driveth away.  5Therefore the ungodly shall not stand in the judgment, nor sinners in the 

congregation of the righteous.  6For the LORD knoweth the way of the righteous: but the way of the ungodly shall perish.”  

Let us Pray:  Father God as we submit these next few minutes to You, I pray You will move in a powerful way.  Lord, 

we trust Your spirit in these moments—not man, not self.  I pray You will make Your Word come alive in our hearts 

and minds and draw people to Yourself.  I thank you for what You’re going to do and how You’re going to do it.  We 

give it all to You.  In Jesus name, we pray.  Amen. 

 

There’s a story of a young boy who was getting ready to graduate and looking forward to it.  He grew up having a love 

for cars, and his Dad knew that.  In the back of his mind, this boy thought “I might get a car for graduation.”  Graduation 

came, and his Dad gave him a present.  As the boy tore into the paper around the box, he saw a Bible.  He was mad and 

stormed out of the room.  He was upset because he didn’t get the present he wanted.  He continued on with his life, got 

a job, met a girl, started a family.  Then his Dad passed away.  He went back home to take care of his Father’s belongings.  

While sifting through his things, he came across the Bible he had given him all those years ago.  He started reading the 

Bible, and tears streamed down his face.  An envelope fell out from the back of the Bible—in it was a set of keys for the 

car the boy always wanted. 

 

I tell you this story to ask you this:  How many times do we miss the blessing of God because it’s not packaged exactly 

like we think it should be?  The hand of blessing of God today is over our life if we’re following Him; I pray you will 

see that.  It’s not there for those who choose not to follow God.  I explained this recently to a group of guys I care a lot  

 

Page 1 – Clifford Baptist Sermon 3/13/2022 



about in this way:  There’s a road, a path we all walk.  Once it gets to a certain point, that path goes in two different 

directions.  The path was not designed to be like this.  God designed the path for every person to follow Him.  But we 

understand and know that’s not the truth.  There’s a path for the godly—those who choose and want to follow God.  That 

path contains the blessings of God.  The other direction goes for the ungodly—those who go their own way, do their 

own thing, and the world is at their fingertips.  The Bible says there are many who will choose that road.  Are we missing 

out on the blessings of God because we’re not paying attention, not following, not doing what we need to do?  Or are 

we being persuaded?  James 1:14-15 says it best:  “Many will go the way of the ungodly; they will be tempted by their 

own evil desire.  That evil desire gives birth to sin, and sin gives birth to death.”  Those are scary words. 

 

I want to give you eight points today of a blessed man’s life.  In verse 1 of Psalm 1, there are four words we could “camp 

out” on if we wanted to:  “Blessed is the man…”  We could build a sermon just around that.  How many of you know 

today that you are blessed?  I want you to know blessing is not contentment on what you have.  You may say “I’ve got 

a nice house, a nice car.”  They can be blessings, but they’re not necessarily blessings.  We may say we’re blessed 

because of the clothes we have and where we are—but, God is not in any of it!  If He’s not in any of it, it can’t be a 

blessing from Him.  Some of us work and give our lives to build up our name and our success, but it falls flat and there’s 

no blessing.  When you trust the Lord with every step, there are blessings to be had.  Some folks say “Luck has helped 

me; I’m fortunate and consider luck a blessing.”  Listen, a blessing is not a blind draw or something that happens to 

certain people.  Blessings come directly from the hand of God.  In order to receive that blessing upon your life, you have 

to be faithful to the one Who gives the blessing. 

 

Point #1:  Blessed people know there are certain people you shouldn’t listen to; read verse 1 again.  My mother told me 

growing up there are people you shouldn’t be around.  At 39 years old, I’m thankful for that advice!  It kept me out of a 

lot of trouble and places where I shouldn’t have been.  There is godly counseling you and I, as Christians, should be 

listening to.  It’s important where you receive your information from.  The Psalmist says the counsel can’t come from 

the wicked, ungodly, or morally wrong.  Two of the greatest blessings God has intended for His people are these: 

Marriage and children.  The “world” says we want to redefine marriage; you can go practice all the things married people 

do and it will be OK.  That is ungodly counsel!  If you listen to it, you’re missing the blessing of God in your marriage.  

I have two boys who are teenagers now—I think they’re still a blessing!  Yes, they are!  I spent all day yesterday with 

them.  But the “world” says children are a blessing, but if you don’t want them right now just get rid of them.  I’m 

thankful today no one got rid of me.  The “world” wants to give you ungodly counsel of how to live and what to do.  Our 

young people, especially, are buying the lie—that you can go down this road and still receive God’s blessing.  That is 

not true!  Be careful of who you listen to. 

 

Point #2:  Continue reading verse 1.  The blessed person knows there are places you do not go.  In this verse walking 

has turned to standing.  You’re walking in the counsel and as that takes over your life, you begin to stand in the way of 

sinners.  Yes, we’re all sinners—from the pulpit to the doors.  You should not stay in sin!  Scripture says flee from it!  

A lifestyle that stays, loves, and stands in sin is one that cannot be blessed by the very hand of God.  I know I’m a sinner, 

and if that happens to me, I flee and turn from it.  There are places I can’t go because I have Jesus.  Counsel has gone 

into the ungodly’s ear and has taken over their actions, and now they’re acting like that.  Read Psalm 5:4 “For thou art 

not a God that hath pleasure in wickedness: neither shall evil dwell with thee.”  God can’t be part of that sin.  In order to 

be blessed, you need to know there are places you can’t go. 

 

Point #3:  End of verse 1.  There are phrases you do not say.  The seat of the scornful is one that pulls up to the table of 

mockery and says there is no God.  Now I’ll pull up a seat at anyone’s table!  If you come to my house, you are a 
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welcome guest.  The “seat of the scornful” is always ready for us to sit down.  If you sit there, you begin to talk and 

mimic lifestyles that do not have God.  Arthur C. Clarke, 1917-2008, who wrote 2001: A Space Odyssey said “It may be 

that our role on this planet is not to worship God but to create him.”  There are people who say “There is no God.”  That 

is a direct slap in the face of God—it’s blasphemy!  If we sit down with those people, we’re walking that ungodly path.  

The blessed person knows there are things we can’t say; our mouths need to be filled with the things which point to God. 

 

Point #4:  Read verse 2.  The blessed man knows there is pleasure in God’s Word—it’s a place where he can go, stay, 

and live his life.  Many Christians today view the Bible as a pain instead of a pleasure.  If you view God’s Word as 

something you cannot understand, cannot read, or don’t have time for but on the other hand, you want His blessing, 

don’t say I can’t do that.  If you truly want to follow God, start with your Bible.  Young people especially, my teenagers, 

develop a love for God’s Word and stay in it day in and day out—that’s where you’re fed from.  Many people see our 

church—from the outside and inside—and say it’s beautiful.  They say you’ve got a blessed church.  Our church is not 

blessed because of a beautiful building, stained glass windows, etc.  Our church has been blessed for forty years because 

Pastor Mike has stood on the Word of God!  For forty years you’ve looked to it, listened to it, learned to love it and live 

it!  From that is where the blessings flow.  Today I am grateful this Bible is a pleasure, not a pain to me.  I encourage 

and pray the same for you. 

 

Point #5:  End of verse 2.  The blessed man ponders the Word of God and meditates on it.  Take God’s Word and chew 

on it multiple times during the day.  You read it again and learn from it.  I pray you don’t write these eight points down 

and trash them.  I hope you’ll look over them this week and figure out for yourself what God’s Word says to you.  How 

many of us today meditate on His Word?  Speaking for myself and doing that, I’ve seen the greatest growth in my 

personal life as a Christian.  I want us to continue to grow together.  We need to be people who not only take pleasure in 

God’s Word, but we ponder it day in and day out.  Grow to love the Word of God. 

 

Point #6:  Read verse 3.  The blessed man is planted by the Hand of God.  For thirteen years as a Youth Pastor, I feel 

like I’ve been planted here.  God planted me here—moving from the Methodist church to here.  Look at where the tree 

is planted in this verse—“by the rivers of water.”  This is where you should draw your strength.  Today if you’re not 

planted by the river, you better be careful of who planted you!  Jesus says “I planted you by the river near Me so you 

can feed off Me and grow and become strong in Me.”  Are you drawing from that river?  The reason God plants you is 

not so you can sit there and look good.  We’re here to produce fruit, and if we’re not doing our job, we’re not doing 

God’s job.  You’re planted for a reason—to produce fruit in the right season.  Through the work of the Holy Spirit, God 

may start pruning some of you.  Maybe you’re not producing like you should, and you’re getting cut back.  Then in the 

right time and season you will produce.  There may be someone here today who says “God, prune me.  Cut me back; 

take off what’s not useful.”  The last part of this verse says “the leaf should not wither.”  The first sign of a dead tree is 

in the peak of the growing season and there are no leaves.  You are planted for a purpose and a reason—to produce. 

 

Point #7:  Read verses 4-5.  We go from the godly who are planted by the streams and strong in their foundation to the 

ungodly getting tossed by the wind.  That chaff, the shell of the kernel of wheat, is useless.  In Jesus’ day they would 

take it, beat it on the floor, and separate it.  As they beat it, the wind would drive the chaff away.  The useless part is 

gone; the Word of God says that’s exactly what the ungodly are like.  They’re tossed by the wind; they have no purpose, 

no foundation.  They’re being driven by something other than God.  There is a population who’s missing out.  The 

ungodly are missing out on the hand of blessing from God.  Does this make us just sit here in church in our Sunday best 

and raise our chin to say “Yes, I’m blessed by God.”  No!  It breaks my heart that people are not being blessed and are 

not choosing to follow God.  There’s a population lost and dying without God!  That should break our hearts.  It breaks 
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the heart of our Savior that people will not follow Him.  Maybe you know of someone you could call out to who is not 

walking where they need to be.  God doesn’t put you on that godly path to stay there; He gives you a voice to holler out!  

“Come over here and sit with me at church.  Come see what the Lord’s doing.  Come see the hand of blessing you could 

have.”  There’s a population who’s going to miss out.  Again, that should break our hearts. 

 

Point #8:  Read verse 6 which I will use as our invitation today.  Put your finger on the word “knoweth.”  Later, you can 

underline or circle it.  God knows today where you are.  He knows if you’re on the right path.  It’s not for Pastor Jeffrey 

or Pastor Mike to know, it’s for God to know!  The blessed man knows his ending place, and God knows exactly where 

you are.  He knows you’re sitting in Clifford Baptist Church and hearing about the blessing of God.  Now, take your 

finger and place it on the last word—“perish.”  There may be someone here today who will perish because they’ll miss 

out on the way God has for them.  It’s not by His choosing; it’s by your own.  I loved those days growing up in the 

Methodist Church.  There was a hymn we sung, and the chorus was “Rescue the perishing, care for the dying, Jesus is 

merciful, Jesus will save.”  We’re not called to be comfortable here; that’s the battle cry to the church!  Go rescue those 

who are not walking where they should.  Go share your faith with somebody.  Does the word “perish” describe you?  If 

so, you can fix that today.  You can fix the ending of your story because Jesus has paid the price.  Through faith in Him, 

He has fixed your story.  You may be sitting here today and say “I’m blessed, but I’m not walking where I should.  

Maybe I’m not standing where I should; maybe I’m sitting at the wrong table.”  The first sermon I ever preached as a 

fifteen-year-old boy lasted about eight minutes.  The title of that message was “Come.”  The Bible says it this way 

“Come, all ye who are weary and heavy-laden, and I will give you rest.” (Matthew 11:28) 

 

Today there’s an invitation to get off the ungodly path and come to Jesus.  Come to the path of His leading and His 

blessing.  The only way you can do that is through a cross.  Some people look at the cross and say “That’s a shame.”  To 

me, it’s a blessing.  They hear the story of Jesus dying and His shed blood and say again “That’s a shame.”  No!  His 

shed blood is a blessing!  Three days in a tomb dead is a blessing.  A risen Savior is a blessing!  Forgiveness, grace, and 

mercy every single day of my life is a blessing!  Salvation is a blessing!  A relationship with Jesus is a blessing!  What 

are you missing out on today that Jesus can help you with?  Simply come to Him.  Don’t miss the greatest blessing 

because it’s packaged a little bit different than you think it should be. 

 

Let Us Pray:  God today, we give You this time.  Lord, as we consider Your Word may we consider Your work in our 

life.  I pray your Holy Spirit would move Christians to come to the altar, get on their knees, and pray for somebody they 

love.  Someone who’s close to them and knows what they need, someone who needs Jesus.  If someone is here who says 

“I believe in Jesus, but I’m not doing the right things; I’m sitting at the wrong table” I pray You will bring them to 

Yourself.  If there’s someone who needs the blessing of salvation through the cross, His shed blood, the tomb, and the 

risen Savior, I pray they come today.  I pray each person here considers the hand of the blessing of God.  I pray no one 

misses out.  We give this time of invitation to You.  In Jesus’ name, Amen. 

_______________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 

Update on Voting Procedure for Senior Pastor:  The Constitution and By-Laws of Clifford Baptist Church do not provide for 

absentee ballots. On page 15 of the Constitution and Bylaws, under “Senior Pastor, Section 2: Election:” is this statement: “The 

Senior Pastor shall be called by at least ninety (90) percent vote of the Church Members PRESENT.  Voting shall be done by secret 

ballot.” 
 

At the direction of our Board of Directors, we feel we must adhere to our Constitution and Bylaws. This legal document was revised, 

examined, and adopted as our governing authority in June 2014.  With regard to the vote, Church Members must be present to cast 

their ballot on March 20.  Presence for the vote will include being present in the building for the worship service, as well as presence 

in the parking lot for worship service by FM signal (by tuning your radio to 99.5 FM). At the end of worship, ballots will be passed 

out to Church Members in both locations prior to the vote being taken and collected immediately upon completion. The result of the 

vote will be announced by church text and email as soon as possible that same day.  There will be designated parking spots in the 

parking lot for those who will remain in their car for the vote. Please let a parking attendant know as you arrive that you will be 

staying in your car. 
Page 4 – Clifford Baptist Sermon 3/13/2022 


