
 

Sunday, February 20, 2022                                            “Paul, the Pastor” – Sermon #3 

Rev. Dr. Michael R. Fitzgerald, Senior Pastor                       1 Thessalonians 2:1-12 (King James Version) 

 

Welcome Message from the Bulletin:  Welcome to Clifford Baptist Church this morning!  Today is Woman’s Missionary 

Union Sunday, and many of our leaders in worship are girls, teens, and adults who are actively involved in this 

organization that keeps missions at the forefront of our church’s ministry.  God has ordained that every believer 

contribute his/her talents to the work of the body of Christ.  We meet to worship today, and we depart to serve our Lord. 

 

Good morning!  Glad to have you here in God’s house to center in on the Word of God.  We’re on a journey through the 

two letters of Thessalonians that the missionary Paul wrote to a brand-new baby church in Thessalonica.  As a missionary 

of the Gospel, Paul and his team traveled and established churches for the Lord Jesus Christ.  They preached the Gospel, 

saw people saved, and formed a church in every town and city for these brand-new Christians.  They were in Galatia—

Paul and his team had grown up there.  God brought the team in Asia to a standstill, so they didn’t know their future 

direction.  They waited impatiently for God to tell them where they would go next as a team with the Gospel.  In a vision 

God gave to Paul, found in Acts 16, the history book of the New Testament, a man is standing on the shoreline of Europe 

(Macedonia).  This was an untouched country with the name of Jesus.  Most people on the continent had never even 

heard His name.  This man motions to Paul and the team “Come, help us here.” 

 

They immediately sail about a hundred miles and land in the city of Philippi, and a church of new Christians is planted 

there.  Lydia is among the first people saved there; the team found her in a prayer meeting.  The team was beaten, 

imprisoned, persecuted, and run out of Philippi by those who were against the Gospel of the living Lord.  They had to 

leave that little church behind, but undaunted, they moved to the next large city of Thessalonica also about a hundred 

miles away.  They begin to preach the Gospel, even in the synagogue of Jews.  Miraculously, many people in that city 

were saved—Jews from the synagogue, Gentiles, important women.  The nucleus of a brand-new church was founded 

in Thessalonica.  These people were from different cultures and backgrounds and had different shades of skin.  That 

church was ripe for prejudice because of that variety of people and the way they lived.  Jews and Gentiles alike, united 

as a church.  Why did they survive with that kind of background?  Because the same Jesus lived in their hearts which 

brought them together as a church.  The Holy Spirit of God lived in them and united them.  That’s the same glue that 

holds us together!  The Holy Spirit of God living in us, and Jesus giving us the footsteps to follow as His church.  Yes, 

we’re different people with different backgrounds, etc., but the same Jesus lives in us—that’s what brings us together. 

 

Sadly, the same thing happened as in Philippi.  Paul and his team were persecuted and run out of Thessalonica.  They 

left behind a small, brand-new, baby thriving church of the living Lord Jesus.  They would have loved to stayed, 

discipled, and pastored them.  Paul writes these two letters, I and II Thessalonians, to give the church guidance, support, 

encouragement, and that he’s proud of their ministry.  He’s praying God will continue to bless and carry them.  Paul 

can’t be there because he’s not allowed back into their city.  Bear in mind that Thessalonica was a lost, idolatrous, 

ungodly city.  It was hard to minister there.  Being a church in Thessalonica was challenging since so many were opposed 

to the Gospel of Jesus.  Today, as we look at these new believers and Paul’s words to them, we see how he uplifts them. 

 

After the many sermons you’ve heard me preach about Paul, the missionary, what would you say was the most important 

fact about his life?  I imagine many of you would say he was the greatest missionary who ever lived and modeled 

missions’ lifestyle to many who serve in missions.  That’s correct.  Some may say he’s one of the greatest writers and 
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one of the most intelligent because half of my New Testament was written by him.  Correct again.  Paul was a major 

mover in the early church, but he continues to move the church under the direction of God today.  He’s an amazing man.  

But from reading his description in the Bible, I don’t think he had a commanding physical presence.  He himself said he 

wasn’t the best in speech.  He also had some physical ailment that He asked the Lord three times to take away.  God told 

him no; Paul said “When I am weak, then He (the Lord) is strong.”  In spite of this he is the “missionary of missionaries,” 

and his life has inspired millions of people.  Chapter 2 in I Thessalonians is very unique in that we see Paul as a pastor 

and his pastor’s heart.  I believe this is a very timely season where we need to look at the office of pastor and what it 

means for the church today and in the future.  Paul’s missionary spirit always kept him on the move.  In Acts 19 we see 

he stayed at the church in Ephesus for two years as their pastor; that’s the longest time we know of him staying. 

 
1“For yourselves, brethren, know our entrance in unto you, that it was not in vain:  2But even after that we had suffered 

before, and were shamefully entreated, as ye know, at Philippi, we were bold in our God to speak unto you the gospel of 

God with much contention.  3For our exhortation was not of deceit, nor of uncleanness, nor in guile:”  Paul says here 

when my mission team and I came to Thessalonica for the first time we didn’t come in vain—we didn’t come in vanity 

or pride or to be famous.  We came to preach the Gospel of Jesus Christ.  We didn’t come to take your money, deceive 

you, gain fame—we came to proclaim Jesus.  That was our sole intention to lift up Jesus Christ as our Lord and Savior.  

He says in verse 2 “…we were bold…”  That invited persecution, us being beaten, and imprisoned.  But, we didn’t lose 

heart or quit.  Now read verses 4-6. 

 
4“But as we were allowed of God to be put in trust with the gospel, even so we speak; not as pleasing men, but God, 

which trieth our hearts.  5For neither at any time used we flattering words, as ye know, nor a cloke of covetousness; God 

is witness:  6Nor of men sought we glory, neither of you, nor yet of others, when we might have been burdensome, as 

the apostles of Christ.”  Read verse 4.  To be able to preach the Gospel of the living Lord is a trust invested in the person 

who’s preaching.  It’s a trust given by Almighty God for that person.  God entrusted Paul to preach the Gospel in 

Thessalonica and Philippi.  To stand in the pulpit, to stand behind a holy desk and preach the Gospel of Jesus Christ, to 

lead others in the message of Jesus is the holiest of trust from God invested in us.  To lead others to the throne of salvation 

and grace is a holy trust of God.  It’s a trust to open and preach this holy Word of God.  There’s a purpose to the pulpit, 

and the preacher is under the holy command to be faithful to the message of God that we find in His Word alone.  We 

can’t run off on another rabbit trail or seek another path—we’re to stay directly with the Gospel of God as Paul calls it.  

God’s Word for God’s people—that’s what the pulpit is all about!  It’s to always remain that way. 

 

On Sundays before church, I’m almost embarrassed to shake hands with you—not because I’m afraid of catching a virus 

but because every Sunday my hands are cold and clammy.  I’m nervous and anxious because I head to the pulpit to teach 

the Word of God to you and a church family gathered on streaming.  Friends, if you don’t know you’re handling the 

Word of God, you better be nervous about it!  It’s a holy, holy trust invested by God Almighty, and we’re to stay true to 

it.  In Hebrews 13:17 we read that every preacher is going to give an account to God of what he preached from the pulpit.  

If that doesn’t make your hands sweat, I don’t know what does!  This is a great responsibility and trust, but also a thing 

of joy to stand here in the pulpit.  I’m so blessed to see you here and know we’re going to hear the Word of God. 

 

Paul says in verses 4-6 that this pulpit is not to be used for pleasing men, stroking egos, building a huge congregation 

that’s based on fads or for entertainment.  It is used to always address the Word and Gospel of God.  We can’t stray from 

that.  The pulpit is not to be used to make the preacher rich or famous.  There are plenty of millionaire preachers out 

there; I desire not to be one of them.  Praise God, you have supported my family almost forty years.  Every bill I’ve paid 

and everything we have, the home we live in, you provided for us.  I thank you for your provision for all your pastors’ 
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families.  We’re not here for worldly gain; we’re here for Jesus Christ.  The Gospel is not about one iota of a famous 

preacher.  If someone uses a preacher’s name more than Jesus’ name, something’s wrong!  The preacher’s message is 

Jesus, salvation, grace, blessing, discipleship, and following Him.  You don’t follow a preacher; you follow Jesus.  Paul 

said “As God as my witness, it’s about lifting up Jesus Christ, the saver of souls.”  Any preacher worthy of the Gospel 

preaches from the shadows because he throws all the light on Jesus.  It’s nothing about his fame or fortune; it’s about 

the Savior Jesus Christ.  We’re nothing more than messengers—Jesus is the one who stands in the spotlight. 

 
7“But we were gentle among you, even as a nurse cherisheth her children:”  Paul uses an analogy here of a nursing 

mother with her child.  When a mother has an infant, she has to have a very good diet.  In order for the child to grow and 

get the proper nourishment, the mother passes nourishment to the child.  In the same way, Paul says the teaching pastor 

has to study, meditate, and pray on God’s Word.  He has to be healthy in spirit and nourished himself before he can pass 

nourishment to you.  An unhealthy mother cannot support a healthy child.  An unhealthy preacher cannot support a 

healthy church.  The church is composed of numerous ministries, outreaches, and avenues to reach out into the world.  I 

heard a very prominent preacher say “It all starts in the pulpit.  If you don’t get fed here, the ministry of the church is 

going to struggle.”  I believe that to be true.  The pastor has to have good strength and nourishment so you can be strong 

and well-nourished.  That’s what Paul is saying, and I agree.   

 
8“So being affectionately desirous of you, we were willing to have imparted unto you, not the gospel of God only, but 

also our own souls, because ye were dear unto us.  9For ye remember, brethren, our labour and travail: for labouring 

night and day, because we would not be chargeable unto any of you, we preached unto you the gospel of God.”  That’s 

the second time Paul said that; the one responsibility we brought into Thessalonica is that we preach the Gospel of God 

to you.  That’s the definition of a good pastor and a preacher worthy of the Gospel.  A true pastor is going to preach the 

Gospel of God, but as Paul says, that’s not the only thing we did.  We came into your city to love you.  You were dear 

to us.  We didn’t arrive just to preach the Gospel; we came to love you in Jesus Christ.  We saw each one of you as 

individuals, and every person who came to Jesus is important to Him and us. 

 

A pastor is not simply a preacher.  It’s true his ministry is very much centered behind the pulpit.  Paul says the true 

preacher is one who loves his people.  He says you’ll love your flock day and night.  You’ll love your flock when your 

phone rings at three in the morning, when there are problems you need to resolve, when days of challenge come, and 

when days are joyous and happy.  Preach the Gospel; love your people—that’s the definition of a good pastor.  In my 

experience, the greatest gift any pastor can receive is when you love us in return.  I’ve never met a pastor who has been 

more loved than I have, and I thank you.  I think I can speak the same for Pastors Clyde, Jeffrey, and Tom.  Praise God!  

You’re a blessing for us. 

 
10“Ye are witnesses, and God also, how holily and justly and unblameably we behaved ourselves among you that believe:  
11As ye know how we exhorted and comforted and charged every one of you, as a father doth his children, 12That ye 

would walk worthy of God, who hath called you unto his kingdom and glory.”  Paul says “When our mission team came 

to you in Thessalonica, we came in holiness, honesty, and without blame.  We wanted to be good leaders of the faith.  

We didn’t come to take your money or make a name for ourselves.  We came to lead you in the Lord Jesus Christ.  We 

desire to give you good direction and guidance—as a father does to his children.  We modeled the faith so you would 

learn to walk in Jesus Christ by watching us.”  Those are heavy words for the direction for a pastor’s life.  Paul says we 

live out our faith so honestly that you can confidently follow our lead.  That’s a huge responsibility—when the Bible 

says “Pastor, you model your faith for the church.”  This is awesome to me because we pastors are still fallible and 

human.  We still make mistakes and have faults.  Our hearts have to be centered on living for Jesus and being Christ- 
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like, looking more like Him every passing day.  A life verse for me, John 3:30, is “I must decrease, and Jesus must 

increase.”  I want to look more like Him today than I did yesterday, more like Him tomorrow than I did today.  When 

the pastor stumbles, my prayer for us is that you’ll forgive us and move forward with us.  Pray for God’s strength as we 

run the race and lead the church.  Clifford Baptist Church, this is a timely sermon.  Will you pray God’s strength on your 

pastors?  This is a sermon more about three of us here than about the congregation in general.  This is about your response 

to your pastors.  Will you pray for us? 

 

Paul unashamedly asks at the end of this letter “Pray for us.  Pray for your mission team.”  Today I ask you, church, to 

pray for your pastors.  Pray for us to stay true and strong.  Pray for us to see the temptations when they come our way 

that we’re able to withstand them in the love of God.  Will you encourage us to stay the course as you love us?  With the 

upcoming transition, will you pray for your next pastor who will stand in this pulpit?  You begin praying for him now.  

From talking to many parents over the years, they will say my child is a newborn or five or ten years old, and I’m praying 

for his or her spouse right now.  Pray for our next pastor; you might not know who he is, but he needs your prayers right 

now.  Pray for him to be true, strong in the Word, and that he’ll feel you praying for him as he loves you in return.  How 

important that is.  I don’t know of any other church that loves their pastors more than Clifford Baptist Church loves 

theirs.  You continue that right; do what God calls you to do.  Paul teaches us that happened two thousand years ago, 

and it’s to continue to happen here.  I love this church; know Gwen and I will always be somewhere in the area to help 

in any way we can.  We pray for this church, that you’ll continue to love each other, and that the Gospel will continue 

going out into the world. 

 

There may be someone here today who’s never come to Jesus as Lord and Savior.  I want you to know, beyond a shadow 

of a doubt, that He loves you—no matter who you are, what you’ve done, where you’ve been.  He loves you so much 

that He died on a cross for you—shedding His blood and laying down His life for you that you might be forgiven and 

saved.  I may or may not know you or ever meet you here on earth, but in love, I give you His invitation.  He says “I 

want you to come to Me.  I’ve literally done everything I can to save you—giving My life and rising from the dead for 

your eternal life.  But you have to accept Me and say yes to Me.  I’m a gentleman and will not force you into the Kingdom 

of God.  If you will come, I promise I will not turn you away.  No matter what your background holds or what you’ve 

done in the past, I will forgive you and take you as My son or daughter.  I’ll walk with you in a relationship for all 

eternity.  Say yes to Me; accept Me as your Savior.”  Again, this is His invitation.  He will gladly accept you.  Whatever 

your need, He will take care of you. 

 

 

Let Us Pray:  Our Father, our God, thank You for these moments of worship.  Thank You for describing what the pastor 

is.  I am once again humbled of the huge responsibility that can only be carried out by the grace of God.  Physically, 

humanly, we can’t do this work.  We have to be surrendered to the will of God in our lives with Jesus Christ as our 

Savior.  We want to develop lives of strength and nourishment so we can nourish and strengthen the church of God.  I 

pray for our congregation and our pastors that we will always remain true to You and to our church.  I pray You send us 

out in the world that we might love people, as Paul told the church in Thessalonica, and that we might introduce them to 

Jesus Christ as Lord and Savior.  Help the world see something different in us which is the Holy Spirit and the love of 

God residing in us.  The world needs what we have.  Help us to go as witnesses and show the world that Jesus loves 

every man, woman, boy, or girl who crosses our path.  Bless us, Lord, as a church to reach a lost and hurting world.  We 

love You, and we thank You.  If there’s a need for a church home or healing, thank You for providing that.  Bless us, 

through Jesus Christ our Savior.  Amen. 
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