
 

Sunday, January 30, 2022                                             “We Glory in Tribulation” 

Rev. Clyde M. Mawyer, Jr., Associate Pastor                         Romans 5:2-11 (King James Version) 

 

Welcome Message from the Bulletin:  Welcome to Clifford Baptist Church on this last Sunday of January.  Time passes quickly and 

will never be reclaimed once it is gone!  Worship time is never wasted, and God will bless you throughout the week because you 

have taken time to praise Him today. 

 

One of the more interesting parts of being a pastor is when you know you’re going to speak to any group of any size.  You want to 

speak what the Lord wants you to, not what you want.  Sometimes coming up with the topic is a challenge.  This week (and past 

weeks) the Lord has led me to preach on a topic I normally wouldn’t have chosen—glorying in your tribulations—because it’s a 

hard subject.  It doesn’t sound like it makes sense, but it’s biblical.  Glorying in your tribulations sounds ridiculous on the surface, 

but I believe some of God’s deepest mysteries and opportunities for personal growth are in the midst of our suffering if we’re faithful 

to look there.  This morning I hope we can take a closer look at why Christians suffer, how to react to it, and deal with it in a godly 

way.  My text is taken from the Book of Romans 5:2-11; I’m beginning with verse 3. 

 
3“And not only so, but we glory in tribulations also: knowing that tribulation worketh patience;  4And patience, experience; and 

experience, hope:  5And hope maketh not ashamed; because the love of God is shed abroad in our hearts by the Holy Ghost which 

is given unto us.  6For when we were yet without strength, in due time Christ died for the ungodly.  7For scarcely for a righteous man 

will one die: yet peradventure for a good man some would even dare to die.  8But God commendeth his love toward us, in that, while 

we were yet sinners, Christ died for us.  9Much more then, being now justified by his blood, we shall be saved from wrath through 

him.  10For if, when we were enemies, we were reconciled to God by the death of his Son, much more, being reconciled, we shall be 

saved by his life.  11And not only so, but we also joy in God through our Lord Jesus Christ, by whom we have now received the 

atonement.” 

 

In Christian circles the topic of suffering tends to be the “elephant in the room” meaning a major problem or controversial issue that 

is obviously present and is avoided as a subject for discussion because it’s more comfortable to do so.  When I first got saved, for 

some reason—lack of study before then I’m sure—I assumed life would be easy because I now had Christ in my life.  When I started 

realizing sin still existed in my life at times and just because I was praying and trying to walk with God faithfully, that did not exclude 

me from hard days and hard times.  It confused me.  If I’m saved, why is this happening?  Even though we try to avoid the subject 

because we don’t know the answers, we’re surrounded by Christian suffering of all types—both in our inner circle of family and 

friends and worldwide.  We don’t want to think about if we can avoid it, but it’s there.  We want to be there to comfort and help our 

friends, but we act almost as if suffering might be contagious and if you hang around someone long enough who’s having a hard 

time, it might rub off on you.  That’s a ridiculous thought, but it happens and runs through our minds.  If we’re not careful and have 

a grip on our own thinking, we’ll have a tendency to be there for them once, do our duty, check the box, and go home and forget 

what they’re going through.  You might say “that sounds terrible” but that sounds very human.  As a pastor on staff here, I can tell 

you that day in and day out, morning and evening, we get calls, texts, emails from people who need prayer and are in trouble.  It gets 

overwhelming, and if we’re not careful, we can get depressed and not be much help to anyone.  The point is that this is normal 

Christian life. 

 

I suspect most of us, if we’re honest, don’t really understand why Christians suffer anyway.  Aren’t we covered by the blood of 

Christ?  Doesn’t Isaiah 53:5 say “But he was wounded for our transgressions, he was bruised for our iniquities: the chastisement of 

our peace was upon him; and with his stripes we are healed.”?  Doesn’t this mean we’re exempt?  It’s a difficult question, and I think 

most Christians are hesitant simply because we don’t know what to say. 

 

The first reason of four major reasons why the Lord allows suffering in the lives of Christians is an act of divine chastisement.  In 

my experience, this could be called the “wood shed experience!”  The Bible has excellent examples of good fathers and to the best 

of his ability, a good father spends time with his children and gets to know them.  He develops trust with them by keeping his word 

and delivering on what he promises.  Also, a good father punishes his children if necessary to correct bad behavior.  Our 
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heavenly Father is no different.  He loves us dearly and has proven Himself faithful beyond a shadow of a doubt.  He literally came 

to earth to die for us so we could go to heaven and live with Him.  God loves us far too much to allow us to stay the same as we were 

when we got saved.  He is determined to grow us and change us from what we are to what we should be.  Because of that love, like 

a master sculptor, He chips off what we shouldn’t be in order to slowly and steadily produce what we should be—namely the image 

of Christ.  Hebrews 12 tells us that we shouldn’t despair when we’re chastened by the Lord because that simply is proof we belong 

to God.  People don’t punish other people’s children unless you want a problem—you punish your own children.  God punishes me, 

and instead of being totally disillusioned because I’m getting a whipping spiritually, it’s encouraging to me that God loves me enough 

to chasten and correct me.  We have honored our earthly fathers when they have correctly punished us—how much more should we 

honor our heavenly Father who always punishes us exactly correctly.  No one enjoys chastening because it’s painful when it happens.  

But when applied by Abba, our Father God, it’s always for our own good to produce good things.   

 

The second reason for Christians enduring suffering would be a platform for God’s glory.  This is the hardest to figure out; the point 

may be the least understood in Scripture.  In John 9:1-7 is an incident where a man was born blind.  The disciples asked Jesus if he 

was blind because of his parents’ sins or his own.  Jesus gave a remarkable answer I wouldn’t have expected—“Neither.”  He told 

them the man was blind because God made him that way in order to glorify Himself.  If we’re honest, I would imagine most of us 

would agree that answer didn’t sound fair in the least.  After telling the disciples this, Jesus healed the blind man and he went home 

perfectly whole.  Confusion over Jesus’ statement, which I had, reveals a lack of understanding concerning God’s overall purpose 

for us.  We immediately jump to the conclusion this wasn’t fair to the blind man, which I understand.  But to begin to understand, I 

suggest we try a different tact.  The first sentence in Pastor Rick Warren’s book, A Purpose Driven Life, says it’s not about you.  If 

I’m not careful, I make everything about me.  Our first normal reaction to anything that comes into our life is how does this affect 

me.  How will I have to change because of it?  What’s it going to cost me?  How much time will it take?  Lord, You know I’m kind 

of busy!  He knows exactly what’s in our life, how to move us, and that it’s not about us.  We tend to consider fairness in this 

situation only from the blind man’s perspective.  Yes, Jesus healed him but what about all those years he was blind before he was 

healed?  It’s not about the blind man but how he fits in the overall plan of God, but here’s the real question: Would the blind man 

impacted more people for the Lord by never being blind?  Or, being blind part of his life and being healed by Jesus Christ and has 

that testimony the rest of his life?  When we make a decision, we need to consider who the decision will benefit or affect.  When we 

decide to build or not build a building, visit or not visit someone in the hospital, change professions or not change professions.  The 

question should be: Is this what God wants me to do?  Not, this is what I’d like to do.  I’m fallible; I make mistakes.  I need to 

consider my decisions and what will reap the biggest benefit for Christ and souls.  We fit as a small cog in the overall plan of God.  

My responsibility is not to find what makes me happy but to find where I’m supposed to be plugged in and be there.  It’s like a 

jigsaw puzzle—you have one piece that never fits.  That’s a problem, but it’s more of a problem if you have the right piece but refuse 

to put it in the right spot.  How many of us, as Christians, are the perfect piece for some spot in ministry but refuse to let God plug 

us in the right spot.  For the blind man, I think the right decision was what happened to him.  We don’t see the end from the beginning, 

but the Lord does.  Some, but not all situations, are allowed by the Lord for the long-term good that will result not for my temporary 

or short-term benefit.  The Lord knows exactly which ingredients to mix in our lives, mine included, to both correct us and move us 

back into His will which benefits us and gleans the greatest harvest our life can produce which benefits His plan.  I think we forget 

there’s a whole overall plan.  We’re moving from where we were to where we’re going to be.  It’s longer than the church age we’re 

in—this plan existed from eternity past and runs to eternity future.  God has never not known your name, what He wanted to do with 

you, never had confusion about what pieces to put into your life.  You are a perfectly crafted tool to do what He calls you to do.  Will 

you allow yourself to be put into the puzzle right where you fit so it benefits the whole puzzle as opposed to you? 

 

The third reason for Christians suffering is spiritual warfare.  1 Peter 5:8 says “Be sober, be vigilant; because your adversary the 

devil, as a roaring lion, walketh about, seeking whom he may devour.”  Satan is alive and well; he bitterly hates us.  He persecutes 

us to hurt our heavenly Father.  My Father God watches out for me, covers for me, so I’m protected.  But I still have to submit to 

that protection—the piece in the right place.  Like the blind man, Job’s situation is also difficult to understand.  This book in the 

Bible will leave you frustrated when you read it.  God held up Job to Satan as an example of a godly man.  Satan basically dared 

God to let him get involved; let’s see if You’ll still love him when I get through with him.  God allowed Satan to do that.  He took 

Job’s children, livestock, and health.  Job refused to curse God, even after his wife said in Job 2:9 “Dost thou still retain thine 

integrity? Curse God, and die.”  That’s not very encouraging to him as he’s scraping the boils off himself with a piece of pottery.  

She’s frustrated, hurt—she’s lost her children and belongings.  Yet Job determined in his heart not to criticize or curse God, even 

though he had a lot of questions.  This is an example for us in suffering: Are you willing to quit?  Do you think it will be easier to 
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quit and move on to something else?  Job stayed put because God had put him there, so the only place you should stay is where God 

wants you.  The ending changed dramatically—God restored far more to Job than He allowed Satan to take away.  Job grew 

substantially in his relationship to God and his understanding of God.  Clearly, Job was in the spiritual battle of his life.  How spiritual 

warfare affects us can be compared to physical exercise.  If you belong to a gym and ask a trainer to help build your biceps, he or 

she will give you exercises that give tension and stress to those muscles.  The more you use them, the stronger they get.  The same 

for spiritual muscles—they’re weak until they’re stressed.  If suffering, challenges, and hard things come, they stress your faith and 

spiritual muscles.  What you do as a result is what determines the outcome.  You’ll either stay put like Job or you’ll try to escape the 

problem and not grow from it.  When God has sent you a problem and you run from it, you’ll take that test over and over until  you 

pass it.  He’ll bring another situation or a third.  As long as we run from problems, we will not grow in faith.  You have to stay in 

the center of the hurt and allow God to lead you there—that’s stressing your spiritual muscles.  The Lord knows where we’re weak.  

Well, if He knows why does He let Satan touch me?  Because Satan intended it for evil, but God put limits in Satan’s life just like 

He did in Job’s life.  You can touch him but only to here.  The end result is we’re closer to Christ and more like the image we’re 

supposed to.  By resisting Satan and weakness, we develop muscles to bring us closer to Jesus. 

 

The fourth reason is also uncomfortable—spiritual growth.  Read again verses 3-5 in today’s Scripture.  There’s a formula there, and 

if we follow it, we’ll become more like Christ.  These verses are the same steps Jesus went through in His suffering.  When we 

follow Christ’s example, we will better understand a verse I shared with our youth last Wednesday night—1 Peter 5:10 “But the God 

of all grace, who hath called us unto his eternal glory by Christ Jesus, after that ye have suffered a while, make you perfect, stablish, 

strengthen, settle you.”  God gave me that verse and confirmed it.  I’ll get through this trial, and I got the answer twenty years later.  

He is faithful; He may seem slow, but He is never late.  God fulfilled His promise specifically, correctly, and exactly when I needed 

it most.  It had everything to do with me coming on staff here and leaving my old profession.  Had He tried to fulfill it sooner, I 

wouldn’t have been ready to make a move.  Martin Luther once said “They gave our Master a crown of thorns.  Why do we wait for 

a crown of roses?”  Christ suffered.  The Bible says we’ll suffer like He did; if we’re His, the world will treat us the same.  Philippians 

1:29 says “For unto you it is given in the behalf of Christ, not only to believe on him, but also to suffer for his sake.”  Suffering is 

such an integral part of the Christian life; it’s spoken of so many times that I’m amazed we’ve spent so much time figuring it out.  

Suffering is a good thing if the result is correct. 

 

How should a Christian respond to suffering?  How should we suffer?  We should rejoice in our sufferings.  Instead of viewing them 

through the filter of our own troubles, I suggest we view through the filter of God’s character.  There’s a verse that says if we fear 

we have not yet been made perfect in love.  This means if we’re afraid and know God has control, we don’t trust what He’s going 

to do.  We’re afraid He won’t do what we want Him to do.  He’s not required to do what we want.  He’s going to do the best thing 

for you and for the situation.  Several years ago, I prayed for my father to heal but he didn’t.  I found out I didn’t get peace in my 

heart about his illness until I gave him to the Lord and said “Lord, whatever You choose is OK with me.  You don’t need my 

permission; I trust You to do the right thing.”  As a result, I’m still lonely for my father but he’s completely healed.  God answered 

my prayer correctly even though I have to wait for the fulfillment of seeing my father again.  The secret to answered prayer and to 

suffering, if there is one, is to tell God and mean it—Your will be done.  What You choose will be the best; You know better than I. 

 

God is eternal, all-knowing, all-powerful, omnipresent (everywhere at once), and completely perfect.  If we’re born-again Christians, 

we know that nothing can touch us unless one of two things happen.  If God is who He says He is, and He is, God can’t lie and 

you’re in the center of His hand.  The only way something could take it out of His hand is if it’s stronger than Him and overcoming 

or taken for a purpose.  God either sends suffering or allows it, but He always takes the suffering and turns it into joy.  If He sends 

suffering or allows Satan to touch us, He knows it’s intended to make us more like Christ.  Our rejoicing should come from the fact 

that, while we hate what’s happening, we know it will turn out for our good.  If this doesn’t sound exciting, perhaps our attention is 

too focused on the world instead of our eternal home.  Our rejoicing comes because God has this situation; He either sent it or 

allowed it and will never do anything harmful to you.  It’s the shortest and most loving way for God to get you from where you are 

to where you need to be.  We can rejoice because we know God loves us so much that He’ll never allow something to get to us 

unless it’s part of His will.  He hasn’t forgotten where He put us and is in complete control.  We know He’s walking through the 

trouble with us.  Testing won’t last one second longer than necessary to achieve God’s will. 

 

Why does God allow suffering?  Because it accomplishes His will in a way nothing else can or He would not use it.  We live in a 

fallen world because of what Adam did.  We live in a world that is hurt because of the sin Satan is the prince of for a period of time.  
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This world is not God’s idea; it’s what happened after sin.  Humans were never created to die; we were created to live eternally.  We 

gave the title deed to our life on earth when Adam committed original sin.  We’re born into sin; no one is good or perfect.  We need 

Christ. 

 

Unbelievers claim the existence of suffering proves God doesn’t exist is a false assumption—they say if God is good, He wouldn’t 

allow it.  God grieves with us while we’re in the furnace.  Like a parent who has a child in surgery, he allows the surgeon to perform 

because it will bring healing.  There are three Christian virtues God produces from godly suffering: Endurance—bearing with 

patience in whatever happens without yielding.  Consider Christ’s endurance from the abuse at the crucifixion when He was 

completely innocent.  Or Job who never cursed God, even though he lost everything.  Endurance focuses on the power of God instead 

of the current circumstances believing steadfastly God knows what He’s doing.  Endurance is similar to the refiner’s fire.  The 

refining process uses fires to burn impurities out of gold or silver.  A silversmith knows when to take the silver off the heat when he 

can see his reflection in it.  Same with God—when He sees His reflection in our suffering, we’ve learned a lesson and He’ll pull it 

back.  The only things destroyed are those that are useless. Remember Shadrach, Meshach, and Abednego who were cast into a fiery 

furnace by Nebuchadnezzar?  The furnace was seven times hotter than normal; the people who threw them in died from the heat.  

When Nebuchadnezzar looked in, he said they’re four people in there—didn’t we put in three?  One of them looks like the Son of 

God.  He was right!  Jesus was there with Shadrach, Meshach, and Abednego.  Jesus is right there beside you whatever situation 

you’re in.  When those three came out of the furnace, the only thing that burned were the bindings that held them and it didn’t even 

smell like smoke.  The refining fire of suffering burns your bindings off—things you were connected to that were detrimental.  Many 

time Christians drag around things from the past that are already forgiven.  Turn them loose; God’s done away with the length that 

connects you to them—that happened when you were saved.  Allow suffering to have its good work in you.  Don’t be so quick to 

say “Lord, get rid of it.”  Go to Him and pray “Lord, accomplish what You want to in this the quickest way possible.” 

 

Endurance produces character.  The refining process that produced endurance produces character in a believer that makes them 

attentive to Christ’s voice.  They will work hard to remain blameless before God and will be bold and devout in their actions.  They 

will follow Christ because they found out He’s all they need!  You don’t need anything added to Jesus Christ in your life.  You just 

need Him—all the answers are there.  That may sound oversimplistic; we humans are stupid—that’s why God called us sheep.   

 

Character produces hope; read verse 4.  The word hope is not the same word we use in the English language.  Biblical hope is an 

absolute certainty of a future fact seen only through the eyes of faith, but it’s real and solid.  Our faith stands on the perfect foundation 

as Jesus because the character of God means He’s absolutely faithful; we can trust Him implicitly no matter the type of suffering. 

 

In closing, I hope we realize it’s not about me or you.  It’s about God’s plan.  God’s suffering brings us closer to the correct plan for 

our life.  Yield to what He’s put you in.  You cannot be where you are without the fact of God sending it or allowing it.  Even if sin 

puts you where you are, God already knew you were going to sin and made provision for that to get you out of it if you yield to Him.  

If we know the Lord and have trusted Him to save us, that’s God plan for us.  Nothing can touch us if we’re in the palm of His hand.  

We can rejoice in our troubles as the Apostle Paul said in Romans 8:38-39:  38“For I am persuaded, that neither death, nor life, nor 

angels, nor principalities, nor powers, nor things present, nor things to come, 39Nor height, nor depth, nor any other creature, shall 

be able to separate us from the love of God, which is in Christ Jesus our Lord.”  I doubt seriously if any of us doesn’t have a problem 

on that list.  God’s got it covered; that’s why we should glory in our tribulations and sufferings.  He is accomplishing something in 

us; we’ll emerge from the fire like Job said “as gold.”  I don’t know what you’re carrying this morning; you’re human which means 

you’re suffering with something.  Give God your burden, your suffering.  Will you let go of your suffering and accept God’s will 

for your life or hang on to the misery and focus on that?  Give it to Him.  Trust Him to carry you through the rest of your life. 

 

If there’s one today who doesn’t know the Lord, Jesus is coming back and it’s a whole lot closer than it use to be.  If you’re not 

saved and don’t know you’ve accepted Him as your Savior, your time may be very short.  We don’t know how long we have.  Take 

action and make it right with Him.   

 

Let Us Pray:  Father God, thank You for the folks here today.  Remove any error I may have made taught.  I ask that You would let 

what You gave me this sermon for to happen in the lives of those who need to hear it.  I ask You would help people release their 

sufferings and burdens to You.  If there’s anyone here who doesn’t know You, we ask You would save them this day.  In Christ’s 

name we pray, Amen. 
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