
 

Sunday, December 26, 2021                                                           First Sunday After Christmas 

Rev. Dr. Michael R. Fitzgerald, Senior Pastor        “Hostility Toward the King”                Matthew 2:13-18 (KJV) 

 

Good morning!  On this day after Christmas, I pray we’re still in the Christmas mode and celebration because there 

is still time to enjoy this season.  Some segments of the Christian church actually celebrate the Twelve Days of 

Christmas.  But the world now is mostly on its way out of Christmas to a non-Christmas mode and “back to normal.”  

I guarantee today every evidence of Christmas is gone from the shelves of Walmart; they’re moving on to the next 

season, Valentine’s Day, where they can make a dollar.  For people of faith, let’s celebrate a little bit longer!  We 

now have time to reflect and meditate on what Christmas is really about in the coming of a Savior for us.  Take a 

moment and thank God that His Son came for us. 

 

This Christmas season I have concentrated on the story of glory—the coming of the Lord Jesus Christ.  He was 

born in a manger; the shepherds hear the good news in their fields and come and celebrate the embodiment of God’s 

joy as they find the holy family.  Today we’ll read about the wise men in the east who come to find the Christ Child.  

They did not come the night of His birth like the shepherds; rather, they showed up possibly two years after.  The 

wise men were looking to the sky for a sign from God Almighty.  They probably lived in the area of Persia; they 

were not astrologers.  They were scanning the skies looking for God to speak to them and see a star that is unusual 

and consistent in its leading them to a particular destination.  They discern the star is in the west and pointing out a 

new king of Israel.  They decide to follow the star and find the destiny of the king born to the world.  This trip could 

have spanned several months as they traveled from Persia to Jerusalem and Bethlehem.  The men followed the star 

and found it resting over the Jerusalem/Bethlehem area.  Bethlehem is six miles away from Jerusalem.  Now they 

want to find where the child was actually born.  We’ll first read Matthew 2:1-3. 

 
1“Now when Jesus was born in Bethlehem of Judaea in the days of Herod the king, behold, there came wise men 

from the east to Jerusalem,  2Saying, Where is he that is born King of the Jews? for we have seen his star in the 

east, and are come to worship him.  3When Herod the king had heard these things, he was troubled, and all Jerusalem 

with him.” 

 

I believe there were more than three wise men.  As they enter Jerusalem they ask where the child is.  The Roman 

ruler at the time, King Herod, found out and was jealous that this new King would rise up and take away his throne 

of leadership.  Herod calls in leaders of the Israelite faith to question where the birth was to take place, and they 

immediately give him the answer of prophesy from Micah.  He then calls the wise men; let’s read Matthew 2:4-8. 

 
4“And when he had gathered all the chief priests and scribes of the people together, he demanded of them where 

Christ should be born.  5And they said unto him, In Bethlehem of Judaea: for thus it is written by the prophet,  6And 

thou Bethlehem, in the land of Juda, art not the least among the princes of Juda: for out of thee shall come a 

Governor, that shall rule my people Israel.  7Then Herod, when he had privily called the wise men, enquired of 

them diligently what time the star appeared.  8And he sent them to Bethlehem, and said, Go and search diligently 

for the young child; and when ye have found him, bring me word again, that I may come and worship him also.” 
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In verse 8 is the biggest lie of history!  Herod did not want to worship the newborn king; he wanted to find Him 

and exterminate Him.  He had no desire to recognize Him as king; he wanted to kill Him and get Him out of the 

way.  As you know, the wise men indeed found the Christ Child.  They worshipped Him and gave Him the three 

gifts of gold, frankincense, and myrrh.  I have a sermon (for another time) on those gifts which each signify a 

segment of His life.  God warned the wise men they should never speak to Herod again.  They were to go worship 

Him and then go back to Persia.  Let’s read what happens next. 

 
13“And when they were departed, behold, the angel of the Lord appeareth to Joseph in a dream, saying, Arise, and 

take the young child and his mother, and flee into Egypt, and be thou there until I bring thee word: for Herod will 

seek the young child to destroy him.  14When he arose, he took the young child and his mother by night, and departed 

into Egypt:  15And was there until the death of Herod: that it might be fulfilled which was spoken of the Lord by 

the prophet, saying, Out of Egypt have I called my son.  16Then Herod, when he saw that he was mocked of the 

wise men, was exceeding wroth, and sent forth, and slew all the children that were in Bethlehem, and in all the 

coasts thereof, from two years old and under, according to the time which he had diligently inquired of the wise 

men.  17Then was fulfilled that which was spoken by Jeremiah the prophet, saying,  18In Rama was there a voice 

heard, lamentation, and weeping, and great mourning, Rachel weeping for her children, and would not be 

comforted, because they are not.” 

 

When the wise men departed back to their home in the east, God came to Joseph and told him to take the baby, 

Jesus, his wife, Mary, and leave Bethlehem.  Travel to Egypt and remain there until I give you permission to return.  

Joseph obeys and the holy family goes about seventy miles to Egypt.  The ancient historian, Philo, says in that area 

of Egypt there were about a million Jews.  Most likely Joseph, Mary, and Jesus moved into that area and disappeared 

into that faceless crowd.  They stayed there until God gave them permission to leave.  Herod realized the wise men 

never came back to him and report to him as king.  He is beyond angry—he’s livid!  He goes on a killing spree and 

orders all babies two years old and younger be slaughtered in and around Bethlehem.  He thinks that the newborn 

king would be among those babies who died.  The raid among those families was probably carried out very swiftly 

so no one could run.  God allowed this to happen; I can’t explain it.  A study was done on the population of that 

day and most likely 30-50 babies died. 

 

Read verse 18 again.  In Genesis, we learned Jacob became the father of the twelve tribes of Israel.  One of his 

wives who was most beautiful was Rachel.  She was considered a mother of Israel.  When she died, she was buried 

in Bethlehem (Genesis 33:19).  Thirteen centuries after she died the sons of Israel were carried off to Babylon in 

586 BC.  This was the group Daniel went with; they were deported under King Nebuchadrezzar.  Israel was taken 

from their homeland to Babylon as slaves.  In Jeremiah 31:15 it says Rachel wept from her grave for the loss of her 

sons into Babylon.  Six hundred years later, she wept again when the babies were killed in Bethlehem.  Today, we 

should weep as our own babies are lost.  Our nation is posed to make a decision about abortion in the near future.  

We should be on our knees that our babies be spared.  How sad to hurt a child.  When the Bible says Rachel wept, 

we should be doing the same for our own children. 

 

Joseph, Mary, and Jesus hid in Egypt and waited out the slaughter.  Read verse 15.  They stayed in Egypt until 

Herod and his death sentence against the babies died.  A prophesy is fulfilled in Hosea 11:1 “When Israel was a 

child, then I loved him, and called my son out of Egypt.”  The holy family then travels back to the Bethlehem area. 
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Matthew alone includes this fleeing into Egypt in his Gospel.  He tells us that early on in Jesus’ infancy, the world 

was hostile toward Him.  Matthew’s account continues in Chapter 4 when Satan comes to Jesus in a hostile manner 

and tempts Him with three temptations to depose Him as the Son of God and to destroy His life.  In Matthew 12 

the Pharisees were hostile to Jesus—criticizing and saying He was Satan himself when He healed people.  In 

Chapter 26 the priests, elders, and scribes devised a plan of hatred and hostility against Jesus to kill Him as the 

Lord.  The high point of hostility in Chapter 27 and in the other three Gospels is when Jesus is sentenced to the old 

rugged cross.  A hostile government and hostile world crucified Him. 

 

One of Matthew’s greatest points in his Gospel is this: The world did not want Jesus.  Eight centuries before He 

was born, Isaiah confirmed that in Chapter 53:3 “He is despised and rejected of men; a man of sorrows, and 

acquainted with grief: and we hid as it were our faces from him; he was despised, and we esteemed him not.”  It’s 

a sad irony from the Bible—much of the world does not want Jesus, but all of the world needs Jesus!  People need 

a shepherd, need hope, need healing, need purpose and yet, they reject that Savior and die and go to hell every 

single day.  The world still rejects Him and remains hostile toward Him.  Today, we’re grateful that Savior would 

save any person who comes to Him in faith.  He would save the worst murderer and greatest atheist who ever lived 

if they came to Him in faith.  I cannot understand that depth of forgiveness, but that’s what the Bible teaches us.  

He says “If you will come to Me in trust and faith and declare Me as your Savior, I will forgive you of your sin.  

You will be My son or daughter.”  What an amazing God we have who can go beyond all the boundaries of our sin 

and forgive us! 

 

I preach this sermon on the last Sunday of 2021 to refresh and renew the vision of Clifford Baptist Church—who 

we are in this world.  2022 is going to be a year of transition for us, but we still have the same vision and mission.  

We can never take our eyes off that—keep moving forward to show the world how Jesus blesses us.  Here are five 

areas where we need to stay strong as we give Jesus to the world—five words that begin with the letter “P”. 

 

(1) We must stay faithful in preaching Jesus Christ.  This pulpit is now being seen worldwide by people knowing 

they’re going to hear the truth of the living Lord Jesus Christ.  We have a divine command to preach the Gospel 

without compromise.  Matthew Chapters 24 and 25 speak of the end times.  One thing we do know is that God has 

a date for the last day; I believe we’re living in the end days.  Matthew 24:14 says (the words of Jesus):  “And this 

gospel of the kingdom shall be preached in all the world for a witness unto all nations; and then shall the end 

come.”  Our commission is to preach undiluted the truth of Jesus Christ—who He is and how He saves and then 

give an invitation to those who need Him.  We’re to do that faithfully until the last day when He calls His church 

home.  We know the Gospel will be preached in the great tribulation by the tribulation saints.  We’re to be faithful 

to the Gospel and nothing else as the church of the living Lord Jesus Christ.   

 

(2) We are to be faithful in proclamation throughout the church—proclaiming the Gospel in our Sunday School, 

our mission teachings, our men’s and women’s study groups, youth outreach, and children’s ministry.  Babies need 

to learn “Jesus loves me.”  We need to teach our children the Good News.  As the church body, we cannot stray 

from God’s truth. 

 

(3) We need to be a people who are faithful in prayer.  We pray to be surrendered and faithful to the mission of 

the Savior Jesus Christ.  We pray for His blessing, His leading, His hand on us for protection, His wisdom, His  
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passion to bring a lost world to the Savior.  We pray we can reach out to those who have rejected Him and bring 

them into the family of God through faith.  Pray daily and fervently for a little country church to touch an entire 

world. 

 

(4) We will be faithful in praise.  We need to worship together.  In the last year-and-a-half the church has been torn 

asunder.  I simply ask you and I to rededicate our lives to worship.  This year has driven people from the church—

how sad that is to lose worshippers who believe in the Lord Jesus Christ.  Don’t let any outward force or 

circumstance take your life away from worshipping and praising the Lord as your Savior.  It’s a core value.  

Hebrews 10:25 says “Not forsaking the assembling of ourselves together, as the manner of some is; but exhorting 

one another: and so much the more, as ye see the day approaching.”  If these are the end days, we should be 

worshipping more and need to praise Jesus together. 

 

(5) Be faithful in the practice of your faith.  Never lose sight, believer, of the truth that you and I represent Jesus 

wherever we are.  As the new year approaches, I pray we will rededicate our lives to serving Him and witnessing 

for Him.  Do not let COVID, compromise, or calendar stand in the way of how you represent Jesus out in this 

world.  Stand for Him courageously every single day, practicing your faith and witness. 

 

Hostility is still rampant in our world today just as it was two thousand years ago.  There are so many people waiting 

for an invitation to Jesus.  Years ago, a church in this area would use our baptistry since they didn’t have one.  I 

would remain after most of our congregation left and be with that church as they baptized new believers.  One day 

the pastor brought an older man into the baptism waters.  He said the man waited a long time for the invitation to 

Jesus Christ, and the pastor asked him why.  He said because no one ever asked me.  That moment changed me.  

This man waited for well over six or seven decades for someone to just ask him.  Somebody in your life is waiting 

for you to ask “Do you know Jesus?”  Somebody in your life is watching you to find evidence of how Jesus changes 

and improves a life. 

 

Today, if you’ve never asked Him to be your Savior, you need Him.  Some people don’t ask because they don’t 

need religion—it’s not a religion, it’s a relationship, a walk of faith, a journey of trust.  Some don’t come to Christ 

because they feel too sinful.  He says “If you come to Me, I will forgive and cleanse you.”  No one will be turned 

away.  Some say to accept Him will change my lifestyle—yes, it will!  It will be a lifestyle that honors Him, gives 

you a purpose and joy.  I pray today He’ll knock on the door of your heart, and you’ll realize He’ll give you 

something you never had and want it.  He loves you that you might have life.  His arms are open.  Let’s take that 

Good News outside these doors.  Accept His most gracious gift. 

 

Let us Pray:  Our Father, our God, thank You for these moments to worship You.  Thank You that You are indeed 

the one Who gives us life.  Living in this world today, we see much of the world is hostile toward You.  I pray 

through Your believers’ presence we can be seen as a people who love others.  There’s someone in each person’s 

life who is waiting for an invitation, a word from God.  Send us out as witnesses, Lord.  Send us to the lost, to the 

world that can be hostile.  Help us to meet the world in love through Jesus.  Bless us as the church as the new year 

begins.  Bless that one who needs You that today is the day they have a change of heart, a change of eternity.  In 

Jesus’ name I pray, Amen. 
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