
 
 

Sunday, January 9, 2022                                                  Sermon #64  “The Denouement of John” 

Rev. Dr. Michael R. Fitzgerald, Senior Pastor                                     John 21:1-9 (King James Version) 

 

Welcome Message from the Bulletin:  We welcome each person who joins Clifford Baptist Church—in person 

and on-line!  No one comes to worship by chance—you are present as the will of God is expressed in your 

life.  Every baby, child, teen, and adult has a place here. 

 

 

Good morning!  It’s a wonderful day in God’s house, and I’m glad you are here!  Welcome to those who are 

streaming our services as well.  Our sermon on our Facebook page is being tapped between 1000-1100 times 

during the week.  It’s amazing to me that our congregation outside these walls outnumbers us.  Praise God that 

the Word of God is going to the world. 

 

Look in your bulletin for today’s sermon title.  As we near the end of our journey through the great Gospel 

of John, I want to teach you the word of French origin I learned in school.  It’s pronounced “dāno͞oˈmäN.”  

In a great action story, there’s always a climax and a resolution that comes after.  An example is in Genesis 

7—Noah and the ark.  God begins speaking to him and his family calling them as righteous people of God; 

they were the only righteous people on earth at that time because sin had taken over.  He reveals a plan to 

Noah to build an ark because there is a flood of judgment coming on the earth.  Noah takes years—the 

better part of a century—to build it.  As he’s building it, he preaches that judgment is coming.  As the ark 

nears completion, the day comes when God brings the animals, two by two, on the ark.  On the day of 

judgment, God sends Noah and his family into the ark.  One of the main statements in that Scripture is “God 

shut the door.”  It’s a great sign of salvation.  The climax begins—the rains begin to fall, people realize that 

judgment is upon them, the waters rise.  That great ark lifts off its moorings, pitches on the waves, and God 

executes His judgment on sin.  The waters recede, and the ark rests on Mount Ararat.  Days pass and finally 

God gives permission for Noah and his family to walk out of the ark onto a new, forgiven, clean earth.  This 

is the denouement of the story.  And now, we’ll begin the Denouement of John in Chapter 21. 

 

The storm of the crucifixion is over, and the victory of the resurrection has been carried out.  The denouement 

concerns the life of Peter in this passage.  Read Chapter 20:30-31.  30“And many other signs truly did Jesus in 

the presence of his disciples, which are not written in this book:  31But these are written, that ye might believe 

that Jesus is the Christ, the Son of God; and that believing ye might have life through his name.”  This is the 

purpose of the entire Gospel.  It’s the story of Jesus Christ—His crucifixion, resurrection, ministry, life-giving 

love to the human race.  If anyone comes to Him, believing on Him as Lord and Savior, they will be saved. 

 

Then Chapter 21 comes—the epilogue.  It’s very much the Word of God; it’s the resolution Chapter—like a 

P.S. at the end of the Gospel.  It deals primarily with Peter and how he’s restored with Jesus after his time of 

denial.  In Peter, I see myself, and I pray you see yourself, too, of how God restores and forgives us and loves 

us even when we fail Him.  We’ll read verses 1-6 first. 
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1“After these things Jesus shewed himself again to the disciples at the sea of Tiberias; and on this wise shewed 

he himself.  2There were together Simon Peter, and Thomas called Didymus, and Nathanael of Cana in Galilee, 

and the sons of Zebedee, and two other of his disciples.  3Simon Peter saith unto them, I go a fishing. They say 

unto him, We also go with thee. They went forth, and entered into a ship immediately; and that night they 

caught nothing.  4But when the morning was now come, Jesus stood on the shore: but the disciples knew not 

that it was Jesus.  5Then Jesus saith unto them, Children, have ye any meat? They answered him, No.  6And he 

said unto them, Cast the net on the right side of the ship, and ye shall find. They cast therefore, and now 

they were not able to draw it for the multitude of fishes.” 

 

John is the only Gospel writer who refers to the “sea of Tiberias.”  Throughout the Bible it’s called the Sea of 

Galilee—most of Jesus’ ministry took place there.  It’s really a large lake; many of you have traveled to the 

Holy Land and have seen it in person.  Jesus preached on the shores and terrain around the sea.  He even got 

out in a boat on the sea and preached to the multitudes standing on the seashore.  It’s also where Jesus walked 

on the water.  The cities of Capernaum, Magdala, Tiberias, and Bethsaida surround the sea; Nazareth was 

about fifteen miles away.  The Sea of Galilee is about thirteen miles long and eight miles wide.  Note this 

important fact: It’s about seventy miles north of the City of Jerusalem.  As Chapter 20 closes, everything took 

place in Jerusalem.  As Chapter 21 opens, the events take place seventy miles north in Galilee.  John doesn’t 

explain why, but Matthew does.  In Chapter 28 after Jesus is resurrected, He meets two women on resurrection 

morning who are traveling away from the empty tomb—Mary Magdalene and another Mary.  Jesus gives them 

a message to give to His disciples—verses 9-10.  9“And as they went to tell his disciples, behold, Jesus met 

them, saying, All hail.  And they came and held him by the feet, and worshipped him.  10Then said Jesus unto 

them, Be not afraid: go tell my brethren that they go into Galilee, and there shall they see me.” 

 

So after His resurrection, Jesus tells His disciples to travel seventy miles north and meet Him in Galilee.  They 

obeyed!  I believe it’s more than the original group of disciples.  These were a group of believers in the Lord 

Jesus Christ who were saved by faith through the grace of God.  Seven men gathered one evening (verse 2)—

Peter, Thomas, Nathanael, James, John, and two others.  They were obediently waiting for Jesus, and the most 

interesting among them is Peter.  In Chapter 18 Peter denied Jesus as his Lord.  The night before His crucifixion 

he denies even knowing Him.  Fear brought him to that—if he identified with knowing Jesus he might end up 

with the same punishment.  So, he denies Jesus as a friend and even as an acquaintance—a great act of treason 

against his Savior.  As Jesus went to the cross the next day, Peter wept bitterly after his denial.  In Chapter 20 

Peter and John looked at the empty tomb.  John writes this about himself in verse 8—“I looked in that tomb, 

saw it was empty, and I believed.”  We know John was at the foot of the cross with His own mother.  John saw 

Him die and knew He was buried.  Peter says nothing.  What did Peter believe?  We don’t know.  Yet when 

we get to the Book of Acts which is the continuation of the history after Jesus’ ascension and the birth of the 

church, Peter preaches the Pentecost sermon where three thousand people are saved!  We know he came back 

and his relationship was restored with Jesus.  It’s explained here in today’s Scripture. 

 

Peter is on a very familiar seashore in Galilee.  He probably spent his youth and teen years there—fishing was 

his life.  It was his income until he spent three years with Jesus in ministry.  He’s waiting there with the other 
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disciples with this knot in his gut since his last meeting with Jesus was the denial.  He’s anxious and nervous—

what will Jesus say to me when I see Him for the first time?  He decides to go fishing; the others said they’d 

go with him.  Hours passed on into the night, and they caught nothing.  As morning breaks, these men sit 

disappointed and dejected because they had no fish.  They see a man on the shore but can’t make out who it 

is.  I’ve read that a mist rises in the morning off the sea making poor visibility to the shore.  Read verse 5.  The 

Greek word for children here is “paidion” (pronounced pydon); it’s a term of endearment.  The disciples 

weren’t children, but they were very dear to Jesus.  Read verse 6; Jesus tells them to cast their nets to the other 

side—“the right side.”  When they did, the fish filled their nets so they could hardly handle them.  Let’s finish: 

 
7“Therefore that disciple whom Jesus loved saith unto Peter, It is the Lord. Now when Simon Peter heard that 

it was the Lord, he girt his fisher's coat unto him, (for he was naked,) and did cast himself into the sea.  8And 

the other disciples came in a little ship; (for they were not far from land, but as it were two hundred cubits,) 

dragging the net with fishes.  9As soon then as they were come to land, they saw a fire of coals there, and fish 

laid thereon, and bread.” 

 

This miraculous catch of fish is Jesus’ last recorded miracle in all the Gospels.  It ties in very well to the first 

words He speaks to His disciples in Matthew 4 and Mark 1—“I want to make you fishers of men.”  In today’s 

passage, Jesus wants them to fill their nets with the Gospel of the living Lord Jesus Christ to catch men there.  

These amazed fishermen behold this net that is weighted down with fish.  John says to Peter that’s the Lord 

on the shore.  John always seems to have a tender heart toward Jesus.  It’s like he always knows what’s going 

to happen.  The Bible says Peter was naked—the Greek word is “gymnos.”  It’s just a covering over the 

essential parts.  As the realization hits Peter that Jesus is on the shore and in character with his impulsive 

nature, he says let these six others bring in the boat and fish, I’m going to swim to meet Him.  Notice, he puts 

on his outer clothing.  Why?  Because you’re not presentable when you’re naked.  Remember, Peter had deeply 

offended Jesus with his denial yet he was swimming as hard and fast as he could to reach Him.  I believe the 

Lord loved that.  If you feel you’ve offended Jesus, rejected or denied Him in some way, He would love for 

you to come back to Him.  Swim hard, run fast but come back—today!  He’s ready to receive You; that’s what 

we see here in these verses.  Jesus did not turn Peter away, and He will not turn you away. 

 

Peter swims in; the other disciples bring in the boat and dragging the huge catch of fish.  Read verse 9 again.  

Jesus is fixing them breakfast—He’s frying fish and warming bread.  I want you to get in your mind this 

picture—on the ground is a “fire of coals.”  That takes Peter back to a very shameful night.  In John 18 

beginning in verse 18 is the night of his denial.  “And the servants and officers stood there, who had made a 

fire of coals; for it was cold: and they warmed themselves: and Peter stood with them, and warmed himself.”  

Verses 25-27 say: 25“And Simon Peter stood and warmed himself. They said therefore unto him, Art not thou 

also one of his disciples? He denied it, and said, I am not.  26One of the servants of the high priest, being his 

kinsman whose ear Peter cut off, saith, Did not I see thee in the garden with him?  27Peter then denied again: 

and immediately the cock crew.”  Back on October 3, 2021, I preached on verse 18 and asked you to circle the 

words in your Bible “fire of coals” and that we’d come back to it.  Today is that day.  When Peter saw that fire 

of coals on the beach, I can’t help but believe he was reminded of that night when he warmed himself by a 
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“fire of coals”  and denied Jesus.  By that fire, he denied and rejected Jesus.  But on the shore that day, I believe 

Jesus built that fire of coals to say to Peter—here’s where you come back to Me.  It’s very symbolic. 

 

All of us—from the back of this pulpit to the front and to that camera that goes to the world—from time to 

time in varying degrees need to come back to Jesus.  Somehow, some way we get off the path.  Maybe we get 

out in the world in selfishness and think only about ourselves.  We have no desire to be a witness in the world—

it’s all about me.  The universe revolves around me.  Perhaps we sink into an addictive lifestyle or have just 

simply drifted away the church, especially during this pandemic.  Maybe we’ve drifted away from our Bibles.  

Maybe we’re not praying on our knees.  We all need to come back to Jesus; we’ve been in the wilderness far 

too long.  Please know this—He’s ready for you to come back to Him today!  That’s the good news John 21 

teaches us.  He was ready for Peter to come home, and He’s ready for you and me.  If you come today, you 

will feel a refreshing from Him, a new vigor.  Maybe you need to come back to Him at this altar or at the altar 

of your heart on your knees.  Tell Him “Lord, I’m home.  I want my relationship with You to be stronger.  I 

want to move forward and walk with You.” 

 

If you’ve never come to Him before, today is the day you can say “Lord, I surrender to You.  I am a sinner.  

The Bible teaches that all of us are—that we have a breakdown in our relationship with You.  I want You to 

restore me.  Jesus says I am the way, the truth, the life.  No one comes to the Father but by Me.  I believe 

You died on the cross for me and rose from the grave for my eternal life.  I believe You gave Yourself so I 

would have a relationship with our Holy God.  Today, I come to begin that relationship right this moment.”  I 

promise you this—if you will come, He will receive you.  He will not turn away if you come to Him in faith—

that is His Word, His promise.  God does not break a promise. 

 

Let Us Pray:  Our Father, our God, thank You for these moments.  Thank You for John 21 where we see the 

need for old Peter to come back to You.  I saw myself in that Scripture.  There are times, Father, when life gets 

so busy that my relationship with You weakens.  I pray for those who need to just come home, to come back.  

Today is the day to restore that relationship.  Today, I pray for someone out there to say “Lord Jesus, I accept 

You as my Lord, my Savior.  I want to be Your son or daughter.  I ask You to forgive me, adopt me, and to 

promise me that home in heaven.”  Church home, whatever the need, bless us in these moments.  Amen. 
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