
 
 

Sunday, January 23, 2022                                   Sermon #66 “The Final Call: Follow Me” 

Rev. Dr. Michael R. Fitzgerald, Senior Pastor                           John 21:20-25 (King James Version) 

 

Welcome Message from the Bulletin:  Welcome to worship on this Sanctity of Life Sunday.  Every person has 

eternal significance to our Creator.  We are so loved that Jesus went to the cross that we may be forgiven and saved.  

Each one of us is special to God!  We praise Him today!  On the altar today is an arrangement of roses.  The single 

white rose represents the tragedy of innocent life lost, but also for the hope for an end to abortion and the pain it 

has caused.  The 63 red roses symbolize the more than 63 million babies who have lost their lives to abortion, but 

more importantly, to remind us that there is forgiveness, grace, and hope through the blood of our Savior. 

 
The presence of the Lord is strongly felt among us today!  Amen!  Mary Johnson sang a powerful song “Outside 

These Walls,” and the congregation just sang “There’s Something About That Name.”  What a beautiful way to 

invite Him in as we just say the name of Jesus together and worship Him together.  We take the message outside 

these walls and into the world—it’s part of our life, ministry, and who we are.  We live for Him, witness for Him, 

and represent Him.  I’m so glad to see all of you here, as well as those joining us via live-stream.  I’m always 

humbled to see you, and I feel a weight that God has a message for you and me.  I want to bring it with His truth 

and His passion. 

 

Have you ever been on a journey—maybe your family took an extended vacation—and you enjoyed every part of 

it?  You reflect on the experience and say that was a great journey.  That’s kind of where we are today.  It’s a 

momentous occasion for me as we conclude with Sermon #66 in the Gospel of John—the last sermon.  God has 

brought me blessings as we’ve studied this book together and clarified my vision.  In October 2020 I was in the 

hospital with COVID.  There was a day or two of pretty close calls during that journey.  My lungs were full of 

blood clots.  Praise God for good doctors and medication but, most importantly, the ministry of the Great Physician.  

Prior to being admitted, I had just finished Sermon #22.  I prayed to God and said “I want to get out of this hospital 

because I want to finish the Gospel of John.”  Today is the day!  Praise God I’m here to finish it! 

 

Let me set the stage for this last Chapter—there are two main characters: Jesus and Peter.  Let me also note there 

are two main characters in your life: Jesus and you.  What you do for Him and with Him dictates everything else 

that happens—from your married life with children and grandchildren to your work life, etc.  Everything impinges 

on your relationship with Jesus.  For three years, Peter had followed Jesus as His Lord.  As you know, Peter was a 

strong, impetuous man.  He had his own mind and was going to live his own way.  Peter rose to be one of the 

leading disciples of the twelve.  Anytime you see a listing in your Bible of the disciples of the Lord Jesus Christ, 

Simon Peter is always first.  He was the man the other disciples looked to for strength and leadership.  I personally 

love his presence in the Bible.  He was strong, but he also had some significant failures.  I think when we study the 

Gospels and the life of Peter, we see ourselves there—I certainly do!  We’re all connected to him—we want to have 

strength in the Lord and follow Him.  We don’t want to compromise, but there are times when we have to say “Lord 

Jesus, I failed You there.  Forgive me.  I want to continue on as Your child and Your minister in this world.”  Peter’s 

darkest moment came on the evening before the Lord Jesus went to the cross the next day.  As He faced questions, 

trials, and persecution during that evening, Peter followed along—mostly in the shadows—wanting to be close to 
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Him but staying back far enough to hide his identity.  Peter had publicly stated earlier in Matthew 26:33 “That if 

all men stop and fail You, Lord, I will be there.  I will not fail You.”  Yet, just a short while later, as Jesus faced 

the night of persecution before the cross, Peter failed Him miserably.  In John 18:17, 25-27 Peter denied Him three 

times—not only as His Lord but not even as an acquaintance.  Peter shed many a bitter tear that he turned his back 

on His Master.  He wept immediately about his denials, but I believe he shed many more tears afterwards. 

 

As we come to Chapter 21 Jesus had been through the agony of the cross and experienced victory from the grave 

as the living resurrected Lord.  He had instructed His disciples to meet Him in Galilee.  At the end of Chapter 20, 

they’re all in Jerusalem after the resurrection; then traveled seventy miles north to Galilee.  Three times Peter denied 

Jesus, and now three times Jesus asked “Peter, do you love Me?”  Peter answers very unassuredly and timidly 

“Lord, You know I love You.”  In this interchange of questions and answers, Jesus is restoring Peter and repairing 

that broken foundation of denial so he could stand again and minister again and be the strong rock of faith.  He 

commissions Peter as a future leader of the church—the church had not been born yet.  Jesus said “Peter, I want 

you to feed My lambs.  I want you to bring up the little ones in the Word of God.”  We ought to praise God when 

we hear babies cry, see those children running through the halls to Sunday School, and on Wednesday nights.  

Praise God, we’re feeding the lambs exactly what Jesus told Peter to do.  Then Jesus says “Feed My sheep.  I want 

you to be a pastor to them, lead them in boldness to walk out into the world and take the Good News.”  He also 

tells Peter to “Keep following Me; keep your eyes on Me; don’t compromise.”  In John 21:18 Jesus tells Peter that 

one day to come he’ll be led where he doesn’t want to go.  “You’ll be led to die for Me, but I want you to die with 

My praise on your lips.  To your last breath, follow Me.”  Peter is restored and recommissioned as a child of God.  

Let’s finish the last part of Chapter 21: 

 
20“Then Peter, turning about, seeth the disciple whom Jesus loved following; which also leaned on his breast 

at supper, and said, Lord, which is he that betrayeth thee?  21Peter seeing him saith to Jesus, Lord, and what 

shall this man do?  22Jesus saith unto him, If I will that he tarry till I come, what is that to thee? follow thou 

me.  23Then went this saying abroad among the brethren, that that disciple should not die: yet Jesus said not 

unto him, He shall not die; but, If I will that he tarry till I come, what is that to thee?  24This is the disciple 

which testifieth of these things, and wrote these things: and we know that his testimony is true.  25And there 

are also many other things which Jesus did, the which, if they should be written every one, I suppose that even 

the world itself could not contain the books that should be written. Amen.” 

 

John identifies himself as the writer—“the disciple whom Jesus loved.”  Notice what these verses say about 

Peter.  Apparently, as Jesus asks Peter the three “do you love Me” questions the two of them were walking 

along the shores of the Sea of Galilee.  Jesus told Peter to “Always, always, keep your eyes on Me.  Don’t look 

away or stray from Me.  Don’t compromise.  Follow Me.”  Then, for a brief moment, Peter takes his eyes off 

Jesus and looks over his shoulder and sees John.  He’s at a distance behind them; he’s not being nosy or trying 

to hear their conversation.  He simply cannot bear the fact that Jesus is walking the shores, and he can’t help 

but trace His footprints.  Peter says “Lord, You’ve told me about my coming ministry and even about my 

coming death.  But what about John?  What’s going to happen to him?  How long will he live?”  Jesus gives 

an answer that should energize and impassion every one of us as a servant and believer in the Lord Jesus Christ.  

Read verse 22.  Remember John and the other disciples had traveled with Jesus for three years, but it was fifty 
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years later when he wrote the Gospel.  A misunderstanding had come up in the church.  They had said that 

John’s not going to die until Jesus returns.  John corrects that statement in verse 23.  Jesus did not tell Peter 

that John would live until the second coming; He tells him whatever happens to John—how he lives, serves 

Me, wherever he goes—what concern is that to you?  You let John do what I call him to do, but what I want 

is for you to keep your eyes on Me.  Don’t live your life in relation to anybody else.  You follow Me!  Don’t 

size up your calling against John; don’t get sidetracked.  Your calling is My calling. 

 

Believers, when we stand before God—and every one of us will, saved and unsaved alike—we will do so on 

our own merit.  Revelation 20:13 says “…they were judged every man according to their works.”  Romans 

14:12 says “So then every one of us shall give account of himself to God.”  I don’t know about you, but that 

makes my knees buckle just a little bit!  Philippians 2:10-11 “That at the name of Jesus every knee should 

bow…and every tongue confess that Jesus Christ is Lord…”  That doesn’t mean all the universe will be saved.  

It means the saved, unsaved, and even Satan himself will say Jesus is Lord!  We will stand on our own works, 

faith, and calling before God Almighty.  Take serious note of these words.  It’s you and Jesus.  Nobody else!  

Just like it was Jesus and Peter.  We will give an account of how we spent our life—how we used the days, 

months, years that God gave us to live.  Did we use them to His glory and benefit?  To His Kingdom’s work?  

Or, did we waste them?  Woe be to the believer to whom God will say “You gave a lot more time to a La-Z-

Boy chair than you gave to My ministry.”  Every one of us is called, gifted, and talented in serving Jesus Christ 

in different ways.  Be faithful in what God asks you to do.  You can’t live your life in relation to anyone else; 

stay faithful to your call, your commission, your faith.  We pastors look at the Charles Stanleys, David 

Jeremiahs, John MacArthurs, and other high-profile ministers who are on TV.  I might ask “Lord, why can’t I 

do that?  Why can’t I be the next Billy Graham?  Why can’t I have stadiums filled?”  Jesus’ words ring in my 

ears—“Mike, what is that to you?  That’s what I’ve asked those guys to do.  I’ve asked you to be a pastor in 

Clifford, Virginia.  You fulfill what I’ve called you to do; keep your eyes on Me and nobody else.”  Jesus rings 

true to us—don’t compare yourself to anyone else.  You be you and follow His calling in your life. 

 

We Christians can be dragged down by others; these past two years have been a season of that.  We can look 

at the church, look at COVID, blame it on masks, etc.  We say, Wow, a lot of people have quit coming to 

church completely.  You know what Jesus says to that?  “What is that to you?  You do what I’ve called you to 

do.  Don’t compare your life to someone else’s that has taken a different course.  You follow Me.  Keep your 

eyes on Me.”  I want you to remember Jesus’ words in verse 22 “What is that to thee?” 

 

I want you to think of two people alone: You and Jesus.  Behind the pulpit—Jesus and me.  If you looked Him 

in the eye this very moment, could you truthfully tell Him “My Lord, I am doing what You’ve called me to 

do.  I am living the life and walking the faith You’ve laid before me.  I’m following You and keeping my eyes 

on You.  I want to be more than a Sunday morning pew sitter or stream watcher.”  Yes, that’s an integral part 

of our faith to know, worship, and love Him.  But it’s not the end of the story!  We come to worship, then we 

go to serve, minister, take Jesus to the world because we’ve been built up in our faith, strengthened, and ready 

to go.  Are we engaged in ministry?  Can you and Jesus agree that you’re involved in ministry the way He’s 

given you the talent and called you to be?  That’s the question from today’s passage.  It took place with Peter, 

but now it applies to us. 
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Today, I pray we will rededicate our lives as members of the church.  I believe the church is absolutely integral, 

important, and essential to the life of the believer.  It is the creation of the Lord Jesus Christ, and we belong 

here.  We need each other as believers.  I believe every believer should be in church—a Bible-believing, 

serving church.  As believers, members of the church, ministers of the Gospel, will you and I follow Jesus 

alone?  It’s amazing that while it’s a course we follow Him alone, then He unites us all together to follow Him 

together but in our own separate ministries.  That’s what makes the church so alive and real.  All of us are 

doing the same thing but doing different things in ministry.  It’s a great plan—only the Lord could put it 

together!  But we all have to do our part for the church to be the church.  We all have to decide that we, 

individually, are going to follow Him alone and do what He calls us to do.  This is the summation of the Gospel 

of John.  The old disciple undisputedly shows us the Son of God who told us to love, follow, and serve Him 

like sheep follow their shepherd.  The Shepherd knows your name, your life, gifts, talents, your call.  And He 

says “Follow Me.”  Will we surrender in doing that?  Will we follow Him?  No matter what the whole world 

is doing, no matter the turns and philosophies, all the different thoughts that change every single day, will we 

follow Him because He is our anchor, our rock.  He is solid and will never change.  “Follow Me” in reaching 

others for the Gospel, in reaching your family for the Lord Jesus Christ.  Friends, if you’re a minister of the 

Gospel, you can’t skip over your family and get to the world.  Your family is first—don’t let your grandbabies 

go without Jesus.  Don’t let your children go without a godly example.  The Bible teaches us that if a man 

loses his soul and gains the whole world, what good has he done. 

 

The last scene of John leaves us with this two-word charge: “Follow Me.”  No matter what the rest of the world 

is doing—follow Me above fame, money, earthly attractions.  When the world is against you, follow Me.  

When your friends criticize you, follow Me.  When you feel like you don’t have enough money, follow Me.  

Today, who will say “Lord, I will follow You.”  Transitions are coming for all of us, but let’s follow Him.   

 

If you’ve never asked for a relationship with Jesus Christ, you must know that He died on the cross with your name 

on His heart.  Your life and your sin were on His shoulders that you might be forgiven.  He died on the cross that 

we might have forgiveness and the lifting of guilt off our shoulders.  He rose from the grave with the promise to us 

of eternal life.  Lay down your sin, guilt, pride and say “I’m weak enough, Lord, and I know right now I need You 

as my Savior.  There’s nothing that will stand between You and me.  I ask You to move into my heart that I might 

be Your son or daughter saved by grace—nothing I deserve, nothing I earned, nothing I paid for—through my 

personal faith in Jesus as my Savior.”  Praise God the closing words of John are “Follow Me.” 

 

Let Us Pray:  Our Father, our God, thank You for these moments.  Thank You that You answered a prayer of mine 

that I got to finish the Gospel of John.  For me, that’s a victory today!  It’s been such a wonderful study, and thank 

You for what You’ve taught us.  As we close this book today, I pray we will never close our minds remembering 

as believers that your final words to Peter and to us are “Follow Me.”  Nobody else, no other path, no other way—

just follow Me.  I pray for my brothers and sisters and myself, Lord, that we will rededicate our lives to keeping 

our eyes solely on You and being the man or woman You want us to be—however You call and talent us.  Bless 

us in these moments to be the church that wants to reach the world.  For the one today who needs you as Savior, I 

pray he or she will lay it all down before You and say “I need your Lord Jesus; I am a sinner.  I am sorry, and I ask 

You to forgive me.”  Thank You that You are a mighty and big God and can meet our every need.  Amen. 
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