
 

 

Sunday, January 2, 2022                                                           “The Journey for 2022” 

Rev. Dr. Michael R. Fitzgerald, Senior Pastor                               1 Peter 5:10-11 (King James Version) 

 

Welcome Message from the Bulletin:  Welcome to Clifford Baptist Church on the first Sunday of 2022!  We 

begin this new year in worship, and we pray our lives will honor the Savior throughout the year to come.  The 

Lord already has a plan of ministry for our church; we simply must commit to follow His leading! 

 

 

We don’t know exactly what this year holds, do we?  We don’t know what will happen in our personal lives 

and families—but, we know Who holds the year!  We know it’s in the hand of God.  It’s a blessing to me to 

be in this pulpit to welcome the fortieth New Year.  There will be changes this year for you and me, but God 

Almighty is absolutely the leader of the journey.  He will take care of us; we want everything to be under His 

hand of blessing, leading, and control. 

 

I recall a devotion from a veteran pastor several years ago.  Where I am now today in age makes this devotional 

message a little closer to home.  He said basically our lives can be divided into four quarters:  0-20 years, the 

years of our youth.  21-40 years, the years of our strength as we raise families, pay mortgages, etc.  41-60 years 

are the years of our establishment when our life has come to the place it’s going to be.  61-beyond are the years 

of finishing the journey and finishing it well.  The stark reality for me is that I’m well into the fourth quarter!  

How did that happen!  Here I am sixty-five years old, and what a blessing for the journey God has allowed my 

wife, Gwen, and me to travel together.  The centerpiece of our journey is Clifford Baptist Church.  Life will 

bring changes this year, but there’s no such word as “quit.”  Billy Graham was often quoted as saying “If you 

read the Bible from cover to cover, you will never find the word “retirement.”  It’s true!  We’re to be serving 

the Lord from the very beginning to the very last day.  There’s no such thing as seeking out a rocking chair 

and quitting and not doing anything for the Lord Jesus Christ. 

 

On this first Sunday of 2022, no matter your age, this message for each of us.  When you get to that last lap of 

life and look back on your life, what do you want to see?  When you reflect on the progress and your 

accomplishments, what do you want to see?  It’s never too early to ponder this question.  You can’t begin at 

the end—you have to begin at the beginning of your life.  Start thinking about this if you haven’t already. 

 

Before the Scripture, let me give you some background on 1 Peter.  As the old apostle Peter is nearing the end 

of his life, he writes a letter of encouragement to his beloved church.  He wants them to hear these words as 

somewhat of a finality of work from him.  The church needs to hear from him because they are living in one 

of the greatest eras of persecution that ever came to the world.  The church is not in a season of joy but in a 

season of trial.  These Christians are being persecuted because they were falsely accused of burning the city 

of Rome which took place in July AD 64.  The emperor Nero had set the fires in order to make room for his  
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new building projects in the city; then he charged the Christians for the burning.  The church became the 

scapegoat to Nero’s own crime.  They were running for their lives, and the church became known as the 

“diaspora”—scattered, broken apart, and hurting.  As Peter writes to the church, he tells them to stay strong, 

keep the faith, no matter what.  Remember that you’re a minister for the Lord Jesus Christ.  Don’t hide in such 

a way that you’re not a witness for Him.  Even in persecution, take your stand for Him.  Let’s read: 

 
10“But the God of all grace, who hath called us unto his eternal glory by Christ Jesus, after that ye have suffered 

a while, make you perfect, stablish, strengthen, settle you.  11To him be glory and dominion for ever and ever. 

Amen.” 

 

These two verses say so much to a church on the run for its very life.  Peter says after you’ve been through 

many of the trials and challenges you face and you look back, what should you see?  He says when you get to 

the last laps you should see Jesus has grown you and blessed you in four areas.  Read verse 10 again.  Before 

we partake of the Lord’s Supper today, let’s study those four areas and see how the Lord has blessed us and 

prepared us.  First, Peter says Jesus will make you “perfect.”  None of us are perfect, that’s for sure—certainly 

not the man behind the pulpit.  Peter says God is in the process of growing you and me toward His perfection.  

In the Bible that’s called sanctification.  Every day we’re walking the walk and taking the journey to become 

more like Jesus.  The truth of the Bible is this: You and I should look more like Jesus today than we did 

yesterday and more like Him tomorrow than today.  It’s a pathway of growth He is seeking to make us perfect 

and to look more like His Son, Jesus the Christ.  We’re a work in progress!  We need to grow to look like Him 

and live like Him.  There’s an old country song that says “I’m just an old chunk of coal, but I’m going to be a 

diamond some day.”  A diamond is formed under the pressure and stresses of earth.  That’s what Peter is saying 

here—the pressures and trials of life are used by God to purify us and clarify us to look more like Jesus every 

day believing we’re going to be like Him. 

 

The second quality we look back on is establishment—we’ll be established in Christ.  It means when we get 

to our last lap of life and look back on our legacy—what we’ve established as important and the main goals of 

our life.  Life established on money is wasted.  Life established on fame will soon fade away.  Life established 

on a big house will decay away.  Life established on the shiniest car will rust away one day.  Don’t establish 

your life on things of the earth, but as Peter says establish a Godly faith and character.  Leave behind deep 

footprints that your family and friends can follow and lead to Jesus Christ.  We don’t write our lives on the 

sand of the earth; we engrave them on the rock of Jesus Christ and establish our lives in Him alone.  To address 

our young people, you have many laps ahead of you.  You don’t build a legacy or establish a lifestyle in the 

last years of your life.  It’s a life-long endeavor; begin now.  The rest of us are to work on it every single day 

establishing what’s important. 

 

The third quality is strength.  When a baby is born, the family celebrates its first step and other milestones.  

The natural course of human life, as well as our spiritual life, is to get stronger.  God celebrates when we get 

stronger in Him.  We get stronger standing on the Word of God alone and in standing in courage for Him 

alone.  There’s no compromise.  We get stronger as a witness for Christ, and we’re not ashamed of Him. 
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The fourth quality is settle.  Settle into this life of the Gospel and stay there.  Don’t move aside; settle into the 

pathway of sanctification, growth, and strength in the Lord Jesus Christ.  No matter what trials or persecution 

you may encounter stay settled with Jesus.  Sadly, there are many believers who don’t go to church.  They’re 

“CEO”—Christmas, Easter, Other.  Then there are those who drift from church to church looking for 

something they’ll probably never find.  There are Christians who attend church and worship on a regular basis 

but never get involved in the ministry.  When God calls us to church, it’s a home and a constant in our life.  

He calls us to not only worship but to minister through the outreach of that church.  It’s important we settle 

into that lifestyle—it’s His arm reaching out to this lost, dying, and hell-bound world.  This is not our church; 

it’s His.  We’re members of the body of Christ.  Church is a gift and a blessing of life.  I feel sorry, especially 

for believers, who don’t understand.  I’m glad you’re here and that we worship and minister together. 

 

The two great servants of the Bible, Peter and Paul, were on the same wavelength.  Look at 2 Timothy 1:12 

and hear the words of Paul.  “For the which cause I also suffer these things: nevertheless I am not ashamed: 

for I know whom I have believed, and am persuaded that he is able to keep that which I have committed unto 

him against that day.”  He says “that day” is when I see Him face to face and have run my final lap; I’ve been 

with Jesus for the long haul.  He’s never failed me; He’s committed Himself to me.  In turn, I have committed 

myself to Him one hundred percent.  We need to settle in and be the people of God He created and wants us 

to be—that we’re established in faith, strengthened in faith, growing toward perfection, and have settled into 

that life and will not move from it. 

 

As we approach the Lord’s Table, I pray we can say “Lord, work on making me perfect day by day so I’ll look 

more like Jesus.  Strengthen me to live for You alone.  Establish my life so my legacy is in the Lord Jesus 

Christ.  Settle me into this life so I don’t turn to the right or left.”  May this be our journey, church, in 2022 

and beyond.  If you’ve never received Jesus as your Lord and Savior, that decision is the one eternal decision 

you can make.  You can make decisions about money, houses, etc. but they’ll all fade away one day.  The 

decision to receive Jesus Christ as your Lord and Savior will be honored for eternity.  You can pray to Him, 

“Lord, I know I’m a sinner.  All of us sin and fall short of the glory of God.  I believe You went to the old 

rugged cross and died and shed Your blood for me so I might have life everlasting.  You walked from the 

grave that I might live with You for all eternity.”  He’s waiting for you. 

 

The service concluded with singing the Hymn of Invitation “Jesus Keep Me Near the Cross” and Celebration 

of the Lord’s Supper. 
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