
 
 

Sunday, January 16, 2022                                        Sermon #65 “Restoring Peter” 

Rev. Dr. Michael R. Fitzgerald, Senior Pastor                           John 21:10-19 (King James Version) 

 

Welcome Message from the Bulletin:  We welcome you today to worship at Clifford Baptist Church.  We stand in 

awe of our God of miracles.  His Hand rests on each one who joins us in-person or by streaming, and we praise 

Him with our hearts of worship and ministry.   

 
Welcome on this snowy Sunday morning!  As noted in the bulletin, our borders of ministry are increasing due to a 

social media campaign led by our church member, Jeff Thomspon.  To grab people’s attention online, we have an 

introductory phrase “We are praying for you.”  We have been introduced to over 5 million people, 69% of whom 

live overseas.  Since September 2021, Facebook followers have grown from 1,200 to over 36,500.  Our heartfelt 

request of our church members is that we MUST be authentic and committed to PRAYING for the people and areas 

listed below, that the message of Jesus Christ changes and saves lives! 

 

 United States:  Police, firefighters, military, large US cities having hardships, and Virginia residents. 

 

 Foreign Countries:  Russia, Turkey, Romania, Hungary, Bulgaria, Serbia, Georgia, Ukraine, Belarus, 

 Poland, Germany, France, Sweden, Australia, the United Kingdom, the Netherlands. 

 

I want to say a word of Thanksgiving for a new Governor who has taken office, as well as the new cabinet.  

Watching the ceremony on TV and seeing that it was Christ-centered was amazing.  One of the most moving 

moments was when Governor Youngkin, his wife, and leaders of our Commonwealth joined hands and prayed.  

The Governor prayed and ended with saying “In the name of Jesus Christ.”  I am so proud because our state can 

lead our nation back to Him.  Last night as I came to the sanctuary to pray and prepare for today, I composed a 

letter from our church congratulating Governor Youngkin and welcoming him to the office.  I wrote that Clifford 

Baptist Church stands with him and all the other officials.  May we continue to pray for our leaders. 

 

As we wrap up next Sunday with Sermon #66 on the Gospel of John, I want you to know there are two main 

characters in Chapter 21—Jesus and Peter.  As the Chapter opens, all the believers and disciples are at the Sea of 

Galilee.  That’s interesting because as Chapter 20 concludes, everyone is in Jerusalem—a seventy-mile journey has 

taken place.  Why is that?  In Matthew 28:10 Jesus, on the day of His resurrection, instructs His disciples to meet 

Him in Galilee.  Peter, the other disciples, and many believers went there.  As he’s waiting to see Jesus, His Lord 

who he denied, Peter’s stomach is in a knot.  Peter denied Jesus three times the night before His resurrection.  He 

does not know how Jesus will receive him.  Peter decides to go fishing—we’d call it his “comfort zone,” and the 

others join him on the sea.  They fished all night but caught nothing; they were frustrated.  In the morning, they see 

a person on the shore who told them to cast their nets on the other side.  Due to a mist covering, they couldn’t see 

it was Jesus.  When they changed sides, the nets were weighed down with fish.  John told Peter that was Jesus on 

the shore.  So Peter jumped off the boat and started swimming towards Him.  Jesus had breakfast waiting.  Let’s 

read the next part of the story in verses 10-15: 
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10“Jesus saith unto them, Bring of the fish which ye have now caught.  11Simon Peter went up, and drew the net 

to land full of great fishes, an hundred and fifty and three: and for all there were so many, yet was not the net 

broken.  12Jesus saith unto them, Come and dine.  And none of the disciples durst ask him, Who art thou? knowing 

that it was the Lord.  13Jesus then cometh, and taketh bread, and giveth them, and fish likewise.  14This is now the 

third time that Jesus shewed himself to his disciples, after that he was risen from the dead.” 

 

As Peter and the others come ashore, read again of what Jesus says in verse 10—He asks them to contribute to the 

breakfast.  I believe this gives us a very valuable fact of the Bible: The Lord will ask believers to contribute what 

we have in our hands to encourage and support the work of the Kingdom of God.  In Exodus 4, God asked Moses 

to contribute his old shepherd’s rod which God took and made it an object of divine authority.  In John 6 a little 

boy contributed lunch, and Jesus took the bread and fish and fed more than five thousand.  In Mark 12 Jesus took 

two pennies from a poor widow and gave us a lesson of what true giving is.  He will take our contributions, too, for 

His Kingdom’s work.  He will take our dollar, our hammer, our spare minutes, mechanical skill, cooking ability, 

and use that.  Note, He will not wrench your money or talent away and make you use it—it’s based on surrender 

and on freely giving. 

 

Back to verse 14.  Jesus invites the men to dine.  This is the third time they’ve seen Him after His resurrection; let’s 

count them up.  First, in John 20:19-23 Jesus comes to His disciples the evening of His resurrection.  They were in 

a locked room because they were scared they might face the same punishment as Jesus, but He came in freely.  His 

first words to them were “Peace be unto you.”  Remember, there was one disciple missing—Thomas.  The second 

appearance is in John 20:26-29; Jesus meets them in the same room and Thomas is present this time.  He said he 

wouldn’t believe this resurrection “jargon” until he saw the wounds on Jesus’ body.  Thomas saw, believed, and 

said the greatest statement “My Lord and my God.”  In these two meetings, there’s no indication that Jesus had a 

conversation with Peter.  Everything changes in the third meeting in today’s passage John 21.  It’s the moment 

Peter dreaded, but the one he longed for.  He had to get it right; he had to get this wound healed.  Let’s now read 

verses 15-17. 

 
15So when they had dined, Jesus saith to Simon Peter, Simon, son of Jonas, lovest thou me more than these?  He 

saith unto him, Yea, Lord; thou knowest that I love thee.  He saith unto him, Feed my lambs.  16He saith to him 

again the second time, Simon, son of Jonas, lovest thou me?  He saith unto him, Yea, Lord; thou knowest that I 

love thee.  He saith unto him, Feed my sheep.  17He saith unto him the third time, Simon, son of Jonas, lovest 

thou me?  Peter was grieved because he said unto him the third time, Lovest thou me?  And he said unto him, Lord, 

thou knowest all things; thou knowest that I love thee.  Jesus saith unto him, Feed my sheep.” 

 

As we look at those questions, consider this:  Denial three times, restoration three times.  Notice, too, that Jesus 

addresses Peter as “Simon, son of Jonas.”  This was his old worldly given name.  Jesus Himself had renamed Simon 

to the name of Peter which means rock, the strong one.  Peter had proven to be much less than a rock the night 

Jesus was crucified; his strength melted and he denied the Lord three times.  Before we move on, I’ll give you a 

little lesson in Greek; it’s imperative for you to understand.  In the English language, there is only one word for 

“love”—love!  I love country ham, I love to drive in the country, I love my wife, children, etc.—there are depths 

to these expressions of love.  Greek is much more expressive.  In verses 15-17 there are two different Greek words 

for love.  The first is agape—deep, self-giving, sacrificial love.  It’s God’s love, the way He loves us deeply and 
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sacrificially.  The second word is phileo—a brotherly love.  In verse 15 Jesus says to Peter, Do you agape (love) 

me more than these?  Who are “these?”  I believe Jesus is pointing to the other disciples.  In Matthew 26:33 Peter 

says to Jesus in that upper room before the crucifixion that if everyone in this room falls away from You, I will not.  

He basically says I love You more than these guys do.  So Peter answers Jesus’ first question with a yes, but without 

complete confidence; he used phileo.  Peter downgrades the word love.  Yet, at the same time, Jesus speaks a word 

of restoration to him “Feed my lambs.”  Jesus is pointing to the future when Peter becomes a pastor in a newborn 

church (Acts 2).  He preaches the greatest sermon that day when three thousand souls were saved.  When Jesus said 

“Feed my lambs”—lambs are little sheep—He means “Feed my children.”  We’re to feed little ones—children—

on the Word of God.  It’s extremely important to raise them up on the agape love of Jesus Christ.  I love children!  

They’re our future!  If I’m having a chat with an adult after service and a little one comes up and wants a hug, I’m 

going to leave the adult to hug that child! 

 

Jesus asks Peter a second time—Do you agape (love) me?  Peter says yes but still weak with phileo love.  I believe 

Peter wants to answer with agape, but he’s so insecure and ashamed due to his denial.  Notice that Jesus restores 

him again “Feed my sheep.”  Lead and disciple the adults, Peter; be faithful to My Word.  The third question in 

verse 17 Jesus downgrades His language.  Do you at least phileo (love) me Peter?  Peter is “grieved” because He 

downgraded His depth of love to phileo instead of agape.  Despite Peter’s weaker language, Jesus still restores 

him—“Feed my sheep.”  Pastor and shepherd My people.  Feed them well on My Word.  Lead them to know Me 

as Savior; help them to walk with Me.  Even though Peter lost his confidence in the three denials, the Lord affirms, 

restores, and blesses him.  Jesus is building back on that foundation that Peter will once again become the rock of 

faith and trust.  Jesus is helping him, growing him, and is patient with him.  Let’s now read the remaining verses. 

 
18Verily, verily, I say unto thee, When thou wast young, thou girdedst thyself, and walkedst whither thou 

wouldest: but when thou shalt be old, thou shalt stretch forth thy hands, and another shall gird thee, and 

carry thee whither thou wouldest not.  19This spake he, signifying by what death he should glorify God. And 

when he had spoken this, he saith unto him, Follow me.” 

 

Notice the beginning of verse 18.  As we’ve seen in this Gospel, when Jesus says verily, verily, the next statement 

He makes is very important.  He says to Peter, you’re a strong man and have always chosen your path.  Praise God 

your path led you to choose Me.  You chose Me as Savior; you followed and defended Me.  It’s been your choice 

to walk with Me and minister with Me.  But, Peter, someone else some day will choose your fate.  You won’t be in 

charge of your future that day; you’ll be led to death simply because you followed Me, ministered in My name, 

proclaimed Me as Lord, Savior, and God.  Listen, Peter, even in death you will glorify Me.  The praise of Jesus 

Christ will be on your lips when you leave this earth by someone else’s hand.  The world will never forget your 

sacrifice.  Biblically, however, we don’t know how Peter died.  Tradition tells us he died by the hand of Nero in 

AD 64 by crucifixion.  Tradition said he requested to be crucified upside down because he did not want to die as 

his Savior did.  When he left this earth, he left glorifying God. 

 

In verse 19 Jesus says to Peter in all things “Follow me.”  The Greek construction of those two words simply means 

“Follow Me, Peter.  You’ve followed Me in the past, I want you to follow Me today, and every day that is to come.  

Never turn your back on Me; never weaken your commitment to Me.”  I love this moment in Peter’s life.  We think 

about how Jesus really restored him.  But when we consider what this Scripture is about, it’s redemptive for us.  
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How many of us can say “I’ve never failed Jesus?  I’ve never compromised my Savior.  I’ve never walked away 

from Him.”  If some of my failures were on these screens, I’d be totally ashamed.  I would not be able to complete 

a sermon behind this pulpit if my sin was not forgiven.  Praise God we know a Lord who restores us!  The Scripture 

about Peter speaks to me and should speak to you!  That when we come to the Lord Jesus and ask to be restored 

and forgiven because we failed Him in some way, He promises us He will pull us away from that mire and will 

wash us and get us back on track of serving Him.  He loves us!  We need to simply pray “Thank You, Lord, for 

forgiveness which began the moment I confessed I was a sinner, lost and hell-bound.  I believe You took my place, 

my sin of punishment on the cross that I might be forgiven.”  Whenever you accepted Him, no matter if you were 

8, 18, or 80, forgiveness began that moment.  Praise God that forgiveness continues every day of our lives.  He 

restores us, loves us, and brings us back when we need to come.  “Thank You, Lord, that You never give up on me.  

Thank You that every day can be a fresh new day of forgiveness as You are my Savior and Lord.”  Ask to be used 

by Him.  Ask that day by day you will decrease and He will increase according to John 3:30.  Pray you’ll be more 

like Him every single day.  Pray that when you walk away, He will absolutely bring you back and restore you.  That 

He will bring you back into a relationship with Him and continue your ministry in Him.  Just as He continued 

Peter’s ministry, He wants us to continue working for Him. 

 

Today, maybe you’re hiding some failure or shame from walking away from Him.  Maybe that’s kept you away 

from church.  You haven’t been back to study His Word or to be in prayer or ministry.  Today can change your 

future!  Come before Him and say “Lord Jesus, just like Peter, I need to be restored.  I need You to forgive and 

love me and bring me back on the ministry team.  Help me to worship You, study Your Word, pray, and represent 

You in every area of my life.  I just need to come home, to come back.  I ask You to restore me.” 

 

If you don’t know Jesus as your Lord and Savior, He’s ready to forgive you and take you into the family of God.  

He’s ready to adopt you as son or daughter.  Simply tell Him “Lord, I’m a sinner and am sorry for turning against 

You.  I ask You to forgive me since You poured Your blood and laid down Your life for me.  I accept You, today, 

as my Savior.  I believe You were resurrected from the grave so I would have eternal life, and You will prepare for 

me a home as it says in John 14 so I can live with You eternally.”  Accept His invitation. 

 

 

Let Us Pray:  Our Father, our God, thank You for these moments.  Thank You for the grace that we can partake 

of freely because of what You’ve done for us.  The service was a bit different today, Lord, because of the snow, 

and I thank everyone who helped be a part of it.  Thank You for restoring us, loving us, and calling us into mission 

and ministry.  Thank You for giving us the opportunity to contribute of our lives that the Kingdom of God may 

grow on this earth.  Help us to be faithful.  If there’s one who needs to come home, I pray today is that day.  I pray 

he or she will kneel at Your feet and accept You.  Bless us in this moment of decision.  Amen.   
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