
 

Sunday, December 19, 2021                                                           The Fourth Sunday in Advent 

Rev. Dr. Michael R. Fitzgerald, Senior Pastor        “Peace and Good Will Toward YOU”                    Luke 2:1-20 

 

 

Good morning!  As we worship the Lord Jesus Christ, we are in the right place as we get ready for His birthday.  

I reflect on the busyness of the Christmas season as it approaches, and I love the sights and sounds.  I have 

even come to like the mushy Hallmark movies!  It’s a sea of activity, which is Christmas in our world, but 

here’s where so much of the world misses the point.  In the middle of all that activity, there’s an island of 

holiness.  We have to come to that place to celebrate what Christmas is really about.  We need to pray, hear 

God’s Word, and meditate on the Scripture of how Jesus Christ came to us—coming that we might be saved.  

The God of the universe taking on flesh, incarnate so we would be forgiven of sin.  I want to point out that 

we’re streaming across the United States of America and into other nations of the world.  Our message thus 

far has had over two million hits on the Internet and over twenty thousand likes on Facebook.  We need to pray 

that God continues to increase our borders, but we also need to pray that we remain faithful to the Gospel.  

Today, I want us to understand why Jesus was born.  Let’s hear the old account from the Gospel of Luke.  As 

we read this, forget about the holiday activities.  Pray and praise and meditate on the greatest gift that’s ever 

been given to the world. 

 
1“And it came to pass in those days, that there went out a decree from Caesar Augustus that all the world 

should be taxed.  2(And this taxing was first made when Cyrenius was governor of Syria.)  3And all went to be 

taxed, every one into his own city.  4And Joseph also went up from Galilee, out of the city of Nazareth, into 

Judaea, unto the city of David, which is called Bethlehem; (because he was of the house and lineage of David:) 
5To be taxed with Mary his espoused wife, being great with child.  6And so it was, that, while they were there, 

the days were accomplished that she should be delivered.  7And she brought forth her firstborn son, and 

wrapped him in swaddling clothes, and laid him in a manger; because there was no room for them in the inn. 
8And there were in the same country shepherds abiding in the field, keeping watch over their flock by night. 
9And, lo, the angel of the Lord came upon them, and the glory of the Lord shone round about them: and they 

were sore afraid.  10And the angel said unto them, Fear not: for, behold, I bring you good tidings of great joy, 

which shall be to all people.  11For unto you is born this day in the city of David a Saviour, which is Christ the 

Lord.  12And this shall be a sign unto you; Ye shall find the babe wrapped in swaddling clothes, lying in a 

manger.  13And suddenly there was with the angel a multitude of the heavenly host praising God, and saying, 
14Glory to God in the highest, and on earth peace, good will toward men.  15And it came to pass, as the angels 

were gone away from them into heaven, the shepherds said one to another, Let us now go even unto Bethlehem, 

and see this thing which is come to pass, which the Lord hath made known unto us.  16And they came with 

haste, and found Mary, and Joseph, and the babe lying in a manger.  17And when they had seen it, they made 

known abroad the saying which was told them concerning this child.  18And all they that heard it wondered at 

those things which were told them by the shepherds.  19But Mary kept all these things, and pondered them in 
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her heart.  20And the shepherds returned, glorifying and praising God for all the things that they had heard and 

seen, as it was told unto them.” 

 

In these twenty verses is an overwhelming collection of God’s truth—it would take dozens of sermons to 

cover!  We see the very heart and love of God for you and me.  We see the message of God overshadowing 

the virgin Mary to plant His seed in her womb to bring forth a very holy, yet human son.  A once in human 

history event.  God lovingly calls Mary, the child’s mother, and Joseph, as father in an earthly sense to raise 

this baby in their own home.  Amazingly, God then used a selfish plan of a tyrant ruler, Caesar Augustus of 

the Roman empire.  He established a census to increase his own tax base demanding that all families return 

back to their home city.  Joseph was of the house and lineage of David; therefore, Bethlehem was David’s 

home city so Joseph was to return there with his espoused wife being great with child.  At the end of her 

pregnancy, Mary delivers Him after a grueling seventy-to-ninety-mile trip from Nazareth to Bethlehem.  It’s 

interesting to me that trip was forced by law—while it sent Mary and Joseph to Bethlehem, the plan for Jesus 

to be born was laid forth centuries and centuries before by God’s own plan.  Seven hundred years before He 

was born, Scripture tells us in Micah 5:2 that Bethlehem would be the Savior’s city of birth.    

 

Bethlehem was already crowded with an influx of people and had no place for many visitors except for bare 

essentials.  Joseph and Mary found the bare essential of a barn.  In that day barns were not typically made of 

wood, nor were mangers.  Most were cut out of a cave, and a manger was a stone container.  The God who 

inspired the greatest buildings and most comfortable beds of the world chose His only begotten Son to be born 

in a barn and laid in a feed trough.  What an amazing truth of the humility of God and humanity of Jesus.  The 

moment that the greatest human being who ever would be born was not announced to kings or royalty but to 

the commonest of people—shepherds. 

 

Why did God go to all that trouble?  Why did God plan, prophesy, and implement such a humble arrival for 

His Son on this earth?  Why was Jesus not born in a palace or laid in a comfortable bed?  Why did He not have 

adoring people around Him at birth other than shepherds?  It’s summed up in what the angels told them.  Read 

verses 13-14.  On the earth, peace and good will toward men.  The key phrase God wants us to hear is that He 

wants to bring this world peace and extend good will toward every human being.  That’s the key to Christmas!  

It’s the central statement of God’s eternal purpose—God’s peace is extended to you and to me.  However, 

from that statement a problem arises.  The world has misinterpreted that verse of Scripture, and I want us today 

to straighten it out!  To see what God is telling us through this angelic chorus to the shepherds.  That He wants 

the world to have peace and good will extended to every single person.  Many people have said God wants the 

world to have peace; therefore, because of that, He wants us to get along and love each other as nations.  He 

wants us to hold hands, sing together, wars to cease, conflicts to end.  Here’s our plan according to the 

development of the world.  We’ll put up lights, have trees, etc. to bring people together.  We’ll make movies 

like “It’s a Wonderful Life” and “White Christmas.”  Those movies end with happiness and folks getting along, 

but listen: God does want this world to have peace, He does want wars to cease and conflicts to end.  But peace 

will never come by people saying: Let’s make a plan, make a movie, coordinate a holiday so everyone will be 

peaceful together.  This won’t work because the world is composed of sinners, people who are fickle, people 
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who are fragile.  Through humanity, true peace as our plan can never come to this world because sin will 

always intervene and mess it up! 

 

Here’s God’s true plan of peace and good will toward men, women, boys, and girls through this Christmas 

Scripture.  God says “I will extend my peace and my good will by sending my one and only begotten Son to 

people as their Savior.  He will come to this earth in a lowly manger and will be raised by a humble family so 

that the poor as well as the rich can identify with Him.  Shepherds and royalty can identify with Him.  He is 

going to live a perfect, sinless life as the Lamb of God.  After thirty-three years on earth at the very prime of 

His life, He will die just as a lamb was taken in the sacrificial system in the Old Testament in the prime of its 

life.”  I’ve always thought after I reached thirty-three years of age the rest of my life was a gift of God.  “At 

the end of the days of Jesus’ earthly life, my Son is going to die as the final sacrificial lamb for every single 

person on earth from the beginning of Adam and Eve to the last person who will be born before history 

culminates its end.”  Through His sacrifice and through that cross God says “I will give every single person 

on earth an invitation to come to My Son in faith.  When they do and ask for forgiveness of sin with repentance 

and sorrow, they will be forgiven and saved for all eternity.  I will never break My promise of salvation to 

anyone who comes to Me.  At the end of the days of their life, I will take them home to live with Me.  The 

moment someone comes to Jesus Christ as Lord and Savior, there’s where My peace begins and my good will 

is extended. 

 

Many people say the Scripture is wrong because two thousand years ago it says we’d have world peace but it 

hasn’t come.  No, it is not!  World peace can come but only through one person at a time who comes to Jesus 

as Lord and Savior.  If you really want Luke 2:14 fulfilled and have its greatest meaning, say it like this:  Glory 

to God in the highest, and on earth peace, good will toward __________ (insert your name there).  It’s an 

individual invitation to peace and good will.  It is not our plan—it is God’s plan!  What an amazing, holy plan 

when you read the Christmas story and the life of Jesus Christ through the cross and the resurrection.  God 

sent His Son Jesus so you and I could have true and perfect peace in our life.  That is the gift of Christmas, and 

that is true peace in the world.  That’s the meaning that God Almighty wants every person to understand when 

we visualize a baby in a manger.  From that manger will come the Lamb of God who will give His life that we 

might have peace.  We are blessed beyond measure to proclaim that message at Christmas and that the message 

doesn’t end at these walls but goes out to the world. 

 

As I close this sermon, I want to ask one question:  Do you have peace?  Do you have peace in your heart?  Is 

the Savior who came to the manger bed live in your heart?  Has He found a resident in you as your Lord and 

Savior?  Have you accepted God’s peace and will toward you by accepting His Son, Jesus?  There’s only one 

way to peace and one way to God’s good will and that’s through Jesus Christ as your Lord and Savior.  It’s 

the message of the Bible—He is the way, the truth, the life. 

 

If you’ve never accepted Him as your Savior, I want to lead you in something this Sunday before Christmas.  

If you do not have the peace of God in your heart and have never accepted His good will toward you, listen to 

these four steps of Scripture from the Book of Romans.  (1) 3:23 “For all have sinned and come short of the 
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glory of God.”  Every person thinks, says, and does things that are opposed to the holiness of God.  It started 

with Adam and Eve and continues right through me and you.  You cannot be saved through Jesus Christ until 

you admit “Yes, Lord, I am a sinner and am sorry for my sin.”  (2) 6:23 “For the wages of sin is death; but the 

gift of God is eternal life through Jesus Christ our Lord.”  The payment for a life of unforgiven sin before God 

and never asking Jesus into your heart is separation from Him.  All of us will have eternal life, but where will 

you spend it?  If you reject Him throughout your life, He’s going to allow you to reject Him for all eternity in 

hell.  He doesn’t send one person to hell; He allows you to make the choice.  He will honor your choice, but 

there is a gift that’s meant for every single person on earth—unconditional, grace-filled, eternal forgiveness, 

life, peace, and good will through Jesus, His Son.  It’s a free gift regardless of the shade of your skin, the nation 

of your birth, where you live, if you’re rich or poor, or the amount of sin in your background.  He wants you 

to have life; He wants you to have peace.  (3) 5:8 “But God commendeth his love toward us, in that, while we 

were yet sinners, Christ died for us.”  God purchased the free gift of forgiveness for you and me by Jesus, 

taking our sin to His own cross.  It was a high price for our forgiveness.  (4) 10:9 “That if thou shalt confess 

with thy mouth the Lord Jesus, and shalt believe in thine heart that God hath raised him from the dead, thou 

shalt be saved.”  This is an unbreakable promise made by the God of the universe.  You declare with your 

mouth—publicly—that Jesus Christ is your Lord and Savior and you deeply believe and know He has taken 

up residence in you.  It changes your life!  You confess with your mouth and you believe in your heart that 

God has raised Him from the dead so we would have life, peace, good will. 

 

Do you need to pray that prayer today to receive Him as your Lord and Savior?  Pray for the lost today as they 

pray this prayer:  Lord Jesus, I know You love me at this very moment even though I have sinned against You.  

I’m sorry for my sin.  I believe Jesus went to the cross, the perfect Son of God and died in my place that I 

might have peace and forgiveness.  Today, I open my heart to You.  I ask You to forgive me of sin, the sins of 

my past, the sins of today, and even the sins of tomorrow.  I’m asking You to come in as my Savior and Lord.  

I will love, worship, and serve You.  One day You will take me home to live with You forever.  Thank you for 

this free gift, my Lord and my God.  Amen.  If you prayed this prayer in all truthfulness, you have been given 

the greatest gift of eternity this Christmas.  The gift of salvation and eternal life.  Praise God for you!  This is 

what the world of peace looks like where we’re joined together by the love of God living in our hearts.  If you 

made that decision today, you’re joining the church and congregation of the saved—those who are believers. 

 

Clifford Baptist Church, we have offered the greatest Christmas gift of love that the world needs today.  This 

gift is offered all year long to every person who will hear.  Pray for God to take that message to hearts and 

souls.  Pray for the miracle of many people being saved.  Jesus teaches us that we’re to preach the Gospel until 

He comes for us.  We’re not to waver from that Good News of a risen Savior.  If only one is saved today, the 

world is one step closer to world peace. 
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