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Good morning, and welcome to all who are worshipping with us as we continue our study in the Gospel of John.  If you 

give this Gospel a simple, quick reading, you’ll see the great truth of John 3:16 “For God so loved the world…”  You 

realize it’s not the world in general but the world of people one by one, heart by heart.  He loves every single one of us 

with agape love.  You’ll notice the miracle that happened to the woman at the well in John 4 as she meets the Lord Jesus 

and then goes into the town.  The first act of her life upon meeting Him is to introduce Him to other people.  This guides 

us into understanding the Gospel.  We note the miracle that happened of healing and blessing over and over again 

throughout this book.  You’ll remember Jesus walking on the water in John 6.  You cannot forget Jesus healing the 

woman caught in the act of adultery in John 8 or the raising of Lazarus to new life in John 11.  We learn that Jesus is the 

Good Shepherd and the doorway of life.  It’s a wonderful account of Jesus’ life.  John tells us if he were to write down 

everything Jesus did the world could not contain the books. 

 

All of these “pictures” throughout the Gospel are designed to stay in our mind so that we’ll never forget them.  As you 

go deeper in the book, you’ll see how these scenes combine together to show how Jesus loves me and how Jesus loves 

you as His creation.  He loves us with an everlasting love, no matter the color of your skin or where you’re from.  We 

realize our sin is as deep and as awful as the accounts in the Gospel.  We also remember our forgiveness in Christ is as 

miraculous as any miracle we read about.  You and I being saved by grace through our faith is a sheer miracle of God.  

Amen!  That miracle is available to any single person in the world coming to Jesus as Lord and Savior.  Our walk with 

Him requires total surrender and lifegiving grace and blessing to Him in the way we live.  God is not simply entertaining 

us with these stories but rather He’s seriously calling us to give every ounce of everything we have in surrender to Him 

as our Lord and Savior, God, and King.  He deserves our honor, respect, fear, and love.   

 

In my last sermon we read John 19:17-30 about Jesus’ death on the cross.  After preaching those words, I walk away 

from the pulpit feeling insufficient.  I don’t believe human words can completely encompass what Jesus did for us 

through the old rugged cross.  Today we’ll study the aftermath of the cross—what happened as Jesus died on the cross.  

This is Sermon #61 out of 66 on this Gospel.  Let’s read today’s passage inspired by God.   

 

30“When Jesus therefore had received the vinegar, he said, It is finished: and he bowed his head, and gave up the ghost.  
31The Jews therefore, because it was the preparation, that the bodies should not remain upon the cross on the sabbath 

day, (for that sabbath day was an high day,) besought Pilate that their legs might be broken, and that they might be taken 

away.  32Then came the soldiers, and brake the legs of the first, and of the other which was crucified with him.  33But 

when they came to Jesus, and saw that he was dead already, they brake not his legs:  34But one of the soldiers with a 

spear pierced his side, and forthwith came there out blood and water.  35And he that saw it bare record, and his record is 

true: and he knoweth that he saith true, that ye might believe.  36For these things were done, that the scripture should be 

fulfilled, A bone of him shall not be broken.  37And again another scripture saith, They shall look on him whom they 

pierced.  38And after this Joseph of Arimathaea, being a disciple of Jesus, but secretly for fear of the Jews, besought 

Pilate that he might take away the body of Jesus: and Pilate gave him leave. He came therefore, and took the body of 

Jesus.  39And there came also Nicodemus, which at the first came to Jesus by night, and brought a mixture of myrrh and 
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Sermon #61 from the Gospel of John 

 

“The Aftermath of the Cross” 

 

John 19:30-42 (King James Version) 

 



aloes, about an hundred pound weight.  40Then took they the body of Jesus, and wound it in linen clothes with the spices, 

as the manner of the Jews is to bury.  41Now in the place where he was crucified there was a garden; and in the garden a 

new sepulchre, wherein was never man yet laid.  42There laid they Jesus therefore because of the Jews' preparation day; 

for the sepulchre was nigh at hand.” 

 

The time is 3 o’clock in the afternoon.  Jesus had been mounted on the cross at 9 a.m. and had hung there in agony for 

six hours.  Note this: Before He was mounted on the cross, Jesus had to endure trials, scourgings—where He lost most 

of His blood—a crown of thorns, emotional batterings.  He had to bear the top piece of His cross toward Golgotha.  

Jesus, the Son of God, the Son of Man in human flesh lost so much before He was put on the old rugged cross.  For those 

six hours He was nearly naked, exposed to the elements, dealing with excruciating pain, and humanly approaching death.  

Read verse 30 again.  Remember this always: In all the crucifixion process, Jesus Christ never lost control!  The cross, 

the scourging, the punishment did not kill Him.  Rather, Jesus Himself decided when He was going to give up His spirit.  

He spoke the Aramaic word “tetelestai”—it is finished.  The work of salvation was then complete.  When He bowed His 

head in death, He did so as His chosen moment.  It wasn’t because of Jewish leaders, the government, nor the soldiers 

who put Him on the cross but He died because His job was done. 

 

Remember this day was Friday, before the High Holy Sabbath Day of Passover.  Sabbath always began on Friday at 6 

o’clock in the evening.  It’s now 3 o’clock in the afternoon when Jesus dies.  In the next three hours as Sabbath 

approaches all work has to be completed—including the work of crucifixion and dealing with dead bodies.  Corpses had 

to be disposed of before Sabbath actually began.  Now the Jewish priests and Pharisees are getting anxious—they want 

Jesus dead before 6 o’clock in the evening.  If Jesus lingers on, they would not be able to lead in worship.  Think of the 

irony of that—“If the Son of God doesn’t die at 6 o’clock, we’re not going to be able to worship together.”  The very 

Lamb of God on the old rugged cross, and they’re worrying about their religious services. 

 

They began pestering Pilate, the Roman governor, who handed down the death sentence to Jesus.  He had given in to the 

crowds’ pressure to crucify Him.  He knew he was sending an innocent man to death.  Now, the crowd led by the 

Pharisees and religious leaders was pressing Pilate to break the criminals’ legs, including Jesus’, so they would all die 

immediately.  When a criminal is on the cross, he could barely breathe.  The sagging weight of his body compressed his 

lungs so he couldn’t breathe.  The only way to breathe was to press up his legs and grasp air as the lungs expand.  The 

problem is he was pressing against the nails in his feet, so breathing is excruciating.  When his legs are broken, he can’t 

press his body up and dies very quickly by asphyxiation.  It was sheer agony to be on the cross and sheer agony to watch.  

The soldiers get the order from Pilate and break the legs of the two criminals on either side of Jesus.  They came to Jesus 

but did not fulfill Pilate’s order because they “…saw that he was dead already…” 

 

When did God ordain He was going to use a cross to save us?  Ephesians 1:4 says “According as he hath chosen us in 

him before the foundation of the world, that we should be holy and without blame before him in love.”  God planned for 

our forgiveness before He spoke “Let there be light.”  God planned to save His human creation before He put creation 

together.  This is an amazing truth to me—He shows us the cross throughout the Word of God because the cross is 

foreordained as that instrument that will bring us salvation by His Son dying on that instrument of death.  When the 

soldiers didn’t break Jesus’ legs, it fulfilled what God Almighty foretold in 19:36.  That’s a quote from Psalm 34:20—a 

Psalm of David written a thousand years before the cross.  The Bible holds hands with itself throughout, giving us the 

truth of God from the beginning page to the final page.  God knows what’s going to happen in the way we’re going to 

be saved.  The soldiers then assured Jesus had died by plunging a spear just beneath His rib cage—through His abdomen, 

lungs, and heart.  Out flowed blood and water from Jesus’ body.  Physically, His blood had been still long enough in 
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death that the red cells were separating from the plasma.  This fulfilled the prophecy in Zechariah 12:10 “And I will pour 

upon the house of David, and upon the inhabitants of Jerusalem, the spirit of grace and of supplications: and they shall 

look upon me whom they have pierced, and they shall mourn for him, as one mourneth for his only son, and shall be in 

bitterness for him, as one that is in bitterness for his firstborn.”  Symbolically, I believe John includes that fact to remind 

us that bloodshed takes care of forgiveness of sin.  The Bible says that without shedding of blood there is no remission 

of sin; water washes away the stain of sin.  Jesus not only forgives us of sin, He washes away the guilt of our sin.  When 

we belong to Him, we are clean before Him.  Praise God!  Our sin has been removed from us “As far as the east is from 

the west…” (Psalm 103:12). 

 

The scene now: Time is slipping away.  A dead Savior is mounted on the old rugged cross; pierced with blood and water 

flowing out.  Six o’clock is coming.  Something had to be done with Jesus’ body.  If the Roman government had been 

in control of disposing of His body, they could have taken it down and thrown it on a trash heap.  That’s probably what 

happened to the two criminals beside Him.  But two men step up—first, Joseph of Arimathaea.  He was a rich resident 

of Jerusalem and a primary leader in the council of the Jews; he loves the Lord so much so that he casts aside his fear of 

the Jews and asks Pilate for Jesus’ body.  Read 19:38.  It’s amazing to me that Jesus came off the cross into Joseph’s 

hands because Pilate could have said “No, this man has been such a trouble maker in Jerusalem that some people love 

Him and some hate Him that I’m going to keep an eye on this body.”  I believe God moves in Pilate’s heart to allow 

Joseph to have Jesus’ body.  Read Proverbs 21: “The king’s heart is in the hand of the Lord, as the rivers of water: he 

turneth it whithersoever he will.”  Bear in mind in our current government, the hearts of our leaders are still in the hand 

of God.  We need to entrust them to His hand so that God will turn those hearts wherever He decides they need to turn. 

 

The second man to show up is Nicodemus, who we studied in John 3.  He came to Jesus in secret at nightfall.  He came 

to Christ in private because he had questions he wanted to ask the Lord.  Now, he steps out in the broad daylight to assist 

Joseph of Arimathea to take Jesus’ body off the cross.  In Numbers 5:2 says “Command the children of Israel, that they 

put out of the camp every leper, and every one that hath an issue, and whoever is defiled by the dead.”  In other words, 

anyone in this High Holy Day of Passover who touched a dead person could not worship at the temple.  While Joseph 

of Arimathea and Nicodemus were two outstanding Jews, the moment they touched Jesus’ body they could not celebrate 

Passover.  But, they touched the very Lamb of God. 

 

The two men quickly prepare Jesus’ body for burial; it had to be done by 6 o’clock.  The hours and minutes are ticking 

away.  John says Nicodemus provided a hundred pounds of spices.  Jews did not embalm bodies; Egyptians did.  Jews 

took the dead body and put spices in linen cloth they wrapped around the body to cover up the odor of decomposition.  

The Roman pound is less than our pound; by our standards Nicodemus brought about sixty-five pounds of spices.  That 

weight is amazing when you think of how Jews prepared bodies for burial.  The ancient historian, Josephus, wrote that 

most bodies buried of the Jews used one pound of spices.  If the person was very important in the culture, up to forty 

pounds of spices were used.  Yet, Jesus was provided with one hundred pounds which was overly extravagant.  He 

wasn’t thrown on a trash heap; he wasn’t treated in an undignified way.  He was treated with respect and love.  Remember 

in John 12 Mary of Bethany anointed Jesus toward His own death pouring perfume on His feet—that was worth three 

hundred denarii.  In our day, that perfume is worth at least twenty thousand dollars.  Mary gave the Lord Jesus Christ 

her extravagance, the very best she had—her life savings.  Scripture is telling us that Jesus is worth our extravagance 

and the best we have to give to Him.  Eternally, He’s all we have because no one comes to God the Father but by Jesus, 

the Son.  Only John tells us in his Gospel that the tomb of Jesus was very close to the crucifixion grounds.  Just before 

6 o’clock, less than three hours after Jesus died, He was lavishly, extravagantly, yet hastily, buried before Passover 

began.  The true, final Passover Lamb buried before Passover began. 
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This sermon ends in the twilight of that Friday—in the shock, disillusionment, grief that the Savior of the world had 

died.  However, the story of God is far from over!  You need to come back next week to hear the rest of the story.  We 

go from grief to overwhelming, huge victory!  Believer, Jesus gave His all, His life that you and I could have forgiveness 

and life everlasting and the removal of guilt.  Joseph and Nicodemus teach us that in return, we’re to courageously and 

faithfully stand for Him.  We’re to give back to Him the very best we have.  We’re to give back to Him extravagantly 

and lavishly because He deserves everything we own and everything we are.  No matter what the rest of the crowd does 

or thinks, we will stand for Jesus our Savior.  Amen?! 

 

Are you giving Him your best?  Are you living solely for Him?  Are you leading your family to follow Him faithfully?  

Are you teaching your children and grandchildren the truths of the faith?  They’ll need those truths to stand on as a 

foundation for the rest of their lives.  Live for the Lord Jesus Christ.  Stand for Him courageously in your family.  Do 

your talents belong to Christ?  Are you using what He gave you in ministry?  He gave us the talents we have so that they 

may be used in ministry.  Some of the greatest singers of all time who’ve made millions of dollars will one day stand 

before God, and He will say “I’m so disappointed in you because a great talent I gave you, you gave it to the world.  You 

turned that talent into money that is now gone; you’ll never see it again.  You never served Me once; you wasted that 

talent I gave you.”  So, today, if the Lord has given you a talent, it belongs to Him!  You’re to give it to Him and plow 

it in for Him so that others will know Christ as Lord and Savior.  We stand for Him.  Are you giving your best out of 

your storehouse for Him?  He calls us to.  If not, when will you start?  The best time to start is today!  Surrender your 

life to Him and say “Lord, You are my Savior.  When I accepted You, I gave You my life.  But today, I’m surrendering 

my life to You and all I have that You might use it in Your kingdom’s work.”  Jesus, and Jesus alone, deserves the very 

best we have.  Surrender your best to Him today.   

 

If you’ve never come to Jesus as Lord and Savior, given Him your heart, or don’t have a daily, loving relationship with 

Him you’ve heard half the story of your forgiveness and eternal life.  Don’t miss next week—we’re stopping at the 

halfway point.  Hear this:  Jesus died on the cross and literally laid down His life for you.  Our lives, our names, our 

faces were on His heart when He laid down His life on that cross.  Today, you can be saved and forgiven.  I know you 

are carrying a load of guilt on your shoulders—because, I’ve carried that same load.  Through the old rugged cross, Jesus 

says “If you will come to me as Savior, I took your place on that cross.  I was punished in your place.  If you come to 

Me in faith, I will forgive you by My death on the cross.  I died for you and will forgive you.  Say yes to Me.  Surrender 

your life to Me.  Give Me your heart, your future.  Let Me be your Savior and walk with you.”  If you say yes to Him 

today, you will be one hundred percent forgiven and saved from your sin.  You’ll hear about the other half of your 

salvation and eternal life next week when Jesus rises from the grave on the third day.  He rises to life so that all His 

children and all who believe will have life eternal.  He’s waiting patiently for you.  Today is the day to say yes! 

                                

Let Us Pray:  Our Father, our God what an amazing message from the Bible!  It’s hard to walk away from the pulpit 

believing that justice was done to Your Word.  I pray You take my human words and fill them with Your divine spirit.  

Make the message clear and plain so that every person will know that he or she was bought at the old rugged cross and 

that their sin can be forgiven.  For those of us who are believers, Father, thank You for saving us and forgiving us.  I 

pray we can say “Lord, I reconfirm my salvation in You and surrender my life to You—everything I have.  I want You 

to use me, use what I have to bring my family and my world to Jesus Christ as Lord and Savior.”  I pray those who need 

You will come to the altar publicly.  Jesus publicly died on the cross for them.  Bless us in these moments.  Bless us to 

surrender, to give to you extravagantly and lavishly.  In Jesus’ name, I pray.  Amen. 

 
 

 

 

Page 4 – Clifford Baptist Sermon 11/7/21 


