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Good morning, and welcome!  We’re going to finish John Chapter 20 today, but you’ll have to wait for the last 

Chapter 21 until after the Advent and Christmas seasons.  Chapter 20 is about the resurrection, life, and climax of 

Jesus Christ and His salvation for us.  If we simply had a Savior who died on the cross, we would still have no hope 

according to Paul in 1 Corinthians.  It is because of the resurrection of Jesus Christ that we have the hope of eternal 

life.  The firstborn of the living, and we live, too, as we believe and put our faith and trust in Him as Savior. 

 

I love preaching on the “mile posts” of the Bible.  I love preaching on the resurrection, Christmas, and Easter, but 

here’s my “danger zone.”  As I and other preachers study those passages year after year and construct the sermons, 

the sheer wonder and the awe of the Word wears down because we’ve worked so hard on them.  We have to be 

very careful to give God the glory for every word of His Holy Word and that the awe never wears out.  We should 

be mesmerized by the Word of God!  Sometimes, we need to be brought back to our knees of how incredibly 

awesome God’s Word is and how awesome His love is.  We come today in awe to study His precious Word!  I’ll 

be reading today’s passage in two sections. 

 

Remember, it’s still the first day of the week—it’s Resurrection Day, Sunday, and the day is getting late.  Peter and 

John go to the tomb early, inspect the inside, and realize Jesus is not there.  It was not an act of thievery; it was too 

neat a scene.  The cloths that had been around His body were undisturbed, as if He simply rose through them.  The 

napkin that covered Jesus’ face was neatly folded.  After Peter and John return home, Mary Magdalene speaks to 

the risen Lord Jesus Christ and breaks into the disciples’ meeting and announces “I have seen the Lord!  I saw Him 

not as a corpse or a dead body but as the risen resurrected Lord.”  Again, the sheer wonder and awe of God’s Word 

that we have a resurrected Lord. 

 

We read in Luke 24 that later on that Resurrection Sunday two men walking to Emmaus literally walked and talked 

with Jesus.  Unknowingly at first, then they finally realize and their hearts burned within them.  They went back to 

Jerusalem, found the disciples, and announced the Lord Is Risen!  This day was filled with information for the 

disciples that life was different, that Jesus Christ indeed was risen from the dead.  Let’s pick up with John’s writing, 

verses 19-23: 

 
19“Then the same day at evening, being the first day of the week, when the doors were shut where the disciples 

were assembled for fear of the Jews, came Jesus and stood in the midst, and saith unto them, Peace be unto you.  
20And when he had so said, he shewed unto them his hands and his side. Then were the disciples glad, when they 

saw the LORD.  21Then said Jesus to them again, Peace be unto you: as my Father hath sent me, even so send I 

you.  22And when he had said this, he breathed on them, and saith unto them, Receive ye the Holy Ghost:  23Whose 

soever sins ye remit, they are remitted unto them; and whose soever sins ye retain, they are retained.” 

 

 

Page 1 – Clifford Baptist Sermon 11/21/21 

Sermon #63 from the Gospel of John 

 

“The Belief That Changes Eternity” 

 

John 20:19-31 (King James Version) 

 



Even though the disciples had heard about Jesus’ resurrection late that Sunday evening, they were all gathered 

together.  The door was closed and locked because they still feared the Jews could break in and take their lives just 

as they took the Savior’s life; they were huddled together in fear because their Master had died on the cross.  Yet 

Jesus came and stood in the room in their midst. 

 

Let me step aside here and say the day this happens is Sunday.  The Sabbath day of rest is Saturday in the Old 

Testament was over.  We gather to worship and give praise to God on Sunday.  Centuries ago, some decree of the 

church or the government did not establish our worship day—that’s not the reason we meet on Sunday.  God 

Himself changed the day from Saturday Sabbath to Sunday worship—from Saturday rest to Sunday praise.  For 

centuries, Saturday Sabbath was associated with the law of God.  But when Jesus Christ rose from the grave, we 

moved from the law of rest to the grace of salvation.  We worship on Resurrection Day—the day we were promised 

eternal life.  We open a new week with worship and walk from here having given the Lord a tithe of our first day 

of the week.  Then we walk into the world to give the rest of the week to the ministry of Jesus Christ.  I think this 

is important for us to know.  Remember, Sabbath rest was never given to the Gentiles in Scripture.  It was never 

indicated for the church.  Sabbath was only given to the nation of Israel as the law of God, but Jesus fulfilled the 

law of God by the grace of forgiveness.  So, two thousand years later we worship on Resurrection Day. 

 

Back to the passage—the disciples are gathered in fear.  Jesus comes to them in the form of His resurrection body.  

We don’t know everything about it yet.  Scripture identifies that the resurrection body is indeed a physical body—

it’s not some spirit that floats around in a nether region somewhere.  It’s a literal body you and I will have just as 

Jesus had.  In Luke 24, Jesus ate fish in His resurrected state.  In John 21 He built a fire for that breakfast making 

coals over which He would cook for His disciples.  Yet, in His resurrected body He entered that room where the 

disciples were without opening the door.  One day we’ll have that same perfect body—with no process of aging, 

disease, aches, or pain.  It’s all going to be gone forever!  We’re so thankful to know that is our inheritance as 

believers in the Lord Jesus Christ. 

 

After He entered that room, He reaches out to the disciples to calm their fears.  Notice, He does not scold or 

reprimand them.  He begins with a common greeting of the day “Peace be unto you.”  In Hebrew, that’s 

encapsulated in one word—“Shalom.”  Jerusalem is the city of peace—Jeru (city), shalom—Jerusalem.  Jesus 

reassures the disciples He Himself is standing with them.  He shows them the nail prints in His hands and the scar 

left in His side by the spear.  Read verse 20.  The disciples were overjoyed—in Greek “chairo”—to see their Master 

living indeed.  Read verse 21.  Jesus repeats this assurance of peace to them.  Do you remember outside of 

Gethsemane on Thursday night that Jesus prays with the disciples?  In John 17:18 Jesus says “As thou hast sent 

me into the world, even so have I also sent them into the world.”  He’s saying “Father, you’re sending Me into 

the world, and I, in turn, am sending My disciples into the world as ministers, missionaries, representatives of the 

love, salvation, and grace of God.”  He repeats that again on that Resurrection Sunday.  “I’m sending you men out 

as My witnesses in a desperate, dying, lost world.”  

 

Read verses 22-23.  The “breath” symbolizes in this day the human spirit.  Why do you say “God bless you” when 

someone sneezes?  There was an ancient belief that a sneeze expelled our spirit from the body.  A person would 

say “God bless you” so the spirit would enter back into the body.  Jesus breathes on His disciples with the breath 

of spiritual life.  I believe it’s a breath of foreshadowing, a promise to the disciples that the Holy Spirit is going to  
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come on them on a future day.  We see that at the birthday of the church in Acts 2.  The disciples had boldness; 

Peter had boldness when he preached that first sermon when three thousand were added to the church.  In verse 23 

Jesus is saying for the true believer, with spiritual discernment and judgment, we can proclaim with the grace of 

Jesus Christ that a person has been saved by Him.  Or, we can proclaim by discernment and judgment that a person 

is lost because they haven’t come to Him or have rejected Him.  Only Jesus has the power to forgive sin and pardon 

a life.  We believers can speak with authority.  For example, if a young person or adult comes to the altar this 

morning and says “I need Jesus as my Savior.  I’m a sinner and receive His gift for me as He died on the cross to 

forgive my sin.  I believe He rose from the grave so I might have eternal life.”  I can stand by this person at the altar 

and say with discernment “This person has been saved and given eternal life.”  That’s what Jesus is saying to His 

disciples here.  Now, let’s finish today’s passage. 

 

When Jesus came to the disciples that Resurrection Sunday, there were ten of them.  Judas Iscariot was dead by 

that time.  For some unknown reason, Thomas was not there.  24“But Thomas, one of the twelve, called Didymus, 

was not with them when Jesus came.  25The other disciples therefore said unto him, We have seen the LORD. But 

he said unto them, Except I shall see in his hands the print of the nails, and put my finger into the print of the nails, 

and thrust my hand into his side, I will not believe.”  Notice, all the disciples have told him they’ve seen the Lord.  

The Greek construction of that sentence is that they said it over and over to Thomas.  He was still unbelieving.  In 

Greek, Thomas says I will absolutely never believe until I touch Him. 

 

 26And after eight days again his disciples were within, and Thomas with them: then came Jesus, the doors being 

shut, and stood in the midst, and said, Peace be unto you.  27Then saith he to Thomas, Reach hither thy finger, 

and behold my hands; and reach hither thy hand, and thrust it into my side: and be not faithless, but 

believing.  28And Thomas answered and said unto him, My LORD and my God.  29Jesus saith unto him, Thomas, 

because thou hast seen me, thou hast believed: blessed are they that have not seen, and yet have believed.”  

As you count the days in Scripture, you start with the day you’re in.  With the crucifixion, we say Jesus rose on the 

third day.  He was crucified on Friday and risen on Sunday.  In the same way, resurrection was Sunday.  If you 

begin counting eight days with that Sunday, it’s Sunday again. 

 

The disciples know Jesus is alive, but they’re still behind a locked door.  All the attention turns to Thomas—he’s 

the one naysayer, the pessimist of the group.  Notice, that he doesn’t repeat his statement to the disciples with Jesus 

in the room.  Jesus knew His heart.  Psalm 139:4 says “For there is not a word in my tongue, but, lo, O Lord, thou 

knowest it altogether.”  Jesus shows Thomas His hands and pulls his robe aside saying “Touch me; feel the scars.  

Here’s the proof you need.  Have faith; I want you to believe.”  Scripture never indicates that Thomas moved a 

muscle or touched Jesus’ scars.  But immediately Thomas said “My Lord and my God.”  That’s the greatest 

acknowledgement of faith in the whole Bible.  Read verse 29.  Jesus says “Thomas, your faith has been undergirded 

by your sight.  You didn’t have to touch Me, but you had to see Me.  Blessed are all who aren’t able to see Me, and 

yet they believe.  They believe these wounds are true and sufficient for forgiveness and salvation.”  Blessed is the 

man, woman, boy, or girl who says “Lord Jesus, I haven’t seen You with my physical eyes but I believe You.  I 

believe You were born of a virgin; I believe You lived a perfect life.  I believe You died as the Lamb of God on the 

old rugged cross.  I believe you literally rose from the grave.  I’ve not seen it, but I believe it!”  Jesus says “Blessed 

are they who have not seen Me and yet have believed me.”  That’s us!!  Can we say together, “I believe?”  I promise 

you, by the very Word of God, we will see.  There’s an amazing scene in Revelation 5:6.  In heaven, all the saved 
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are going to gather at the very throne room of God.  Scripture says Jesus is going to appear as a lamb that has been 

slain.  The only remnant of this old world will be the scars on Jesus’ hands and feet.  Throughout all eternity you 

and I will be reminded we’re in heaven because of the scars of Jesus our Savior left by the old rugged cross.  

Hallelujah! for every person who says today “I believe in the scars and the resurrection.  I believe You’re the living 

Lord.”  Jesus says we’re most blessed of God when we believe and yet we’ve not seen.   

 

At the end of Chapter 20, John provides the whole theme of his Gospel.  You should have these next two verses 

memorized by now!  30And many other signs truly did Jesus in the presence of his disciples, which are not written 

in this book:  31But these are written, that ye might believe that Jesus is the Christ, the Son of God; and that believing 

ye might have life through his name.”  Circle the words “believe” and “believing”—they are the crux of the Word 

of God in your life that you believe and are believing on a daily basis that you belong to Him, are a minister for 

Him, and have an eternal home with Him.  You need to live believing that He has you in the palm of His hand.  

Believing is the word of salvation, forgiveness, and promise that we’ll see our home in heaven one day.  You cannot 

be saved without believing.  It’s a central word in your Bible.  Trust and believe He rose from that grave on the 

third day.  As I said last week, I believe one day in heaven God is going to “rewind the tape” and show us some of 

these scenes we’ve believed all our lives.  I believe one of these days we’ll see the empty tomb and see our name 

written in the “Lamb’s Book of Life.”  One day, our faith will become sight but we live by trust and belief.  Every 

single person on earth who hears an invitation to Jesus Christ as Lord and Savior will make the choice of belief or 

unbelief.  There’s no middle ground, no gray area, no straddling the fence. 

 

If you believe and are saved today, be thankful!  This is Thanksgiving!  Be thankful we have a Savior who loves 

us, has given us life, has promised us a home, and a ministry in our personal life with talents and gifts.  If today, 

you do not yet believe and trust in the Lord Jesus Christ, it’s a step you absolutely must take!  No one can do that 

for you.  Your spouse, your children, your friends cannot decide for your salvation.  It’s a personal one-on-one 

decision with Him.  You must believe and accept Him into your life and heart.  The Lord will not force this decision 

on you.  Someone once defined the Lord God as a “gentleman.”  He’s going to knock on the door of your heart and 

patiently wait and wait and wait for you to answer.  He’s waiting to hear you say “Lord Jesus, I believe You died 

on the cross for me and rose from the grave for me that I might have life everlasting.  I accept You as my Savior.  I 

believe what You did for me.”  Can you open the door and say “My Lord and my God?”  Five words that will 

change your eternity, beginning this moment.  Come today; don’t wait!  You must come, you must believe.   

 

                         

Let Us Pray:  Our Father, our God as we gather today thank You for the believers who surround me here.  As we 

corporately pray together, I pray we’ll put our minds on that one person who has never believed or put his or her 

trust in You.  He or she may be right here in this sanctuary, right here in this state, or another country of the world.  

Whoever and wherever they are, Lord, I know this: You are knocking on the door of their heart and waiting for 

them to say “My Lord and my God, I need You as my Savior.”  I pray this very minute they will come to You as 

Lord and Savior.  For we who are believers I pray on this Thanksgiving week we begin by thanking You for what 

You’ve done for us and given to us—life, home, family, church.  We know You hear that one who needs You; we 

pray they will come.  Bless us now as the saved say “Thank You.”  In Jesus’ name, Amen. 
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