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Good morning!  The Spirit of God is here!  Today is the culmination of the Gospel of John—it’s Easter Sunday! 

 

Last week we finished Chapter 19 which gave us a detailed description of the trials, crucifixion, death, and burial 

of Jesus the Christ.  If this Gospel ended there, what would we have?  Where would we be?  We would have an 

account of a perfect man who died a sacrificial, admirable death.  If Jesus, today, still laid in that tomb, we would 

have no hope of life ever again—nothing to be truly joyful for.  His death might help us rest in peace, but there 

would be no promise of rising to life again.  If the Gospel of John finished at Chapter 19, we’d close this book 

unfulfilled.  Here’s the way Paul says it in 1 Corinthians 15:13-14, 17-19.  13“But if there be no resurrection of the 

dead, then is Christ not risen: 14And if Christ be not risen, then is our preaching vain, and your faith is also vain.  
17And if Christ be not raised, your faith is vain; ye are yet in your sins.  18Then they also which are fallen asleep in 

Christ are perished.  19If in this life only we have hope in Christ, we are of all men most miserable.”  Praise God 

today, we open Chapter 20!  Life springs from death.  Hope springs from grief.  The door of heaven swings wide 

open to every man, woman, boy, girl who puts their faith in Jesus Christ as Lord and Savior.  This is true for every 

believer in the entire world!  I’m going to read it in two sections. 

 
1“The first day of the week cometh Mary Magdalene early, when it was yet dark, unto the sepulchre, and seeth the 

stone taken away from the sepulchre.  2Then she runneth, and cometh to Simon Peter, and to the other disciple, 

whom Jesus loved, and saith unto them, They have taken away the LORD out of the sepulchre, and we know not 

where they have laid him.  3Peter therefore went forth, and that other disciple, and came to the sepulchre.  4So they 

ran both together: and the other disciple did outrun Peter, and came first to the sepulchre.  5And he stooping down, 

and looking in, saw the linen clothes lying; yet went he not in.  6Then cometh Simon Peter following him, and went 

into the sepulchre, and seeth the linen clothes lie,  7And the napkin, that was about his head, not lying with the linen 

clothes, but wrapped together in a place by itself.  8Then went in also that other disciple, which came first to the 

sepulchre, and he saw, and believed.  9For as yet they knew not the scripture, that he must rise again from the dead.  
10Then the disciples went away again unto their own home.” 

 

Read verse 1.  Mary Magdalene loved, followed, and ministered to Jesus and His team as they took the Gospel into 

the countryside.  She came to the tomb early and was obviously alone.  The three other Gospel writers, Matthew, 

Mark, Luke, say Mary and some other women came to the sepulchre that morning.  I believe that’s true; I think 

John mentioned her alone because she came earlier than the others who would join her there.  She loved the Lord 

so much that she just wanted a few private moments at the graveside.  This group of women had agreed they would 

complete Jesus’ burial.  If you remember from last week, Good Friday, when Jesus died on the cross the Sabbath 

day and Passover were coming and everything on that Friday had to cease for the Sabbath rest and the celebration 

of Passover to begin.  This included crucifixion and burial of the criminals.  Jesus died at 3 o’clock; Nicodemus 

and Joseph of Arimathaea boldly asked Pilate for His body.  They buried Him hastily but with dignity, love, and 
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an extra amount of spices.  I don’t think the women knew how they would complete Jesus’ burial because the tomb 

was sealed.  Even though it was dark, Mary could see one thing—the stone had been moved from the opening of 

the grave.  Her first thought was not “He is risen” but “He’s been stolen!”  John 19:41 notes the tomb of Jesus was 

very near to the crucifixion grounds where He died (only noted in this Gospel).  That meant the tomb was outside 

the city of Jerusalem, as was the crucifixion area. 

 

Mary then runs to where Peter and John are and tells them Jesus has been taken out of His own tomb.  Peter and 

John then raced back to the burial grounds.  It’s interesting and amusing to me that John says he outran Peter.  John 

doesn’t go in the tomb; he stands outside.  Remember, the opening is about four feet tall.  A person had to stoop 

down and look in.  John did so and noticed the linen grave clothes lying there—not torn or scattered.  He wondered 

how that happened since nothing was disturbed.  Peter arrives then and charges into the tomb.  He and John noticed 

the napkin which was over Jesus’ head was folded and neatly laid over to the side.  If Jesus was stolen, the tomb 

would have been a mess.  Jesus told His disciples many times He would rise from the dead.  In John 2:19 Jesus 

cleansed the temple of money changers and said “Destroy this temple, and in three days I will raise it up.”  

Verses 21-22 say 21“But he spake of the temple of his body.  22When therefore he was risen from the dead, his 

disciples remembered that he had said this unto them…”  Read John 20:9 again.  The disciples didn’t know Jesus 

would rise again, but today we know it!  We have it here in black and white; it’s the centerpiece of all we have, 

believe, our mission efforts, and outreach to the lost.  Jesus rose to life again!  Read verse 8.  John is starting to 

realize it wasn’t a theft but life again.   

 

I want to share a word study that came to me while preparing this sermon.  Read verse 5; circle the word saw.  The 

Greek word there for saw is “blepo” which means John just gave a glance into the tomb.  He saw and perceived the 

scene.  Now read verse 8; circle the word saw.  Here, it’s a different Greek word “eidon” which means he saw it, 

and it changed his life!  When he saw the scene, he knew it was an act of God Almighty.  A simple, three letter 

word—Greek is such an expressive language—but it says a whole lot about what we believe.  This brings about a 

very important question: How do you see Jesus?  With a glance?  Know His name or hear it in a sermon?  Or do 

you see Jesus in a way that has changed your life in a way that has brought you salvation, grace, and eternal life?  

It’s the same principle with John, with me, and you—how do you see Jesus?  Much of the world sees him with just 

a glance—one look, and He’s gone.  One mention of His name is in one ear and out the other.  But have you seen 

Him in such a way that’s given you joy, hope, and the ability to approach Him any time day or night and know 

He’s with us and loves us?  This should be our vision—that we’ve seen Him and He’s changed us inwardly and 

working outwardly. 

 

After Peter and John see the evidence of Jesus not in the tomb, they make their way home.  Now the focus is on 

Mary.  She obviously had followed them back to the sepulchre.  She’s alone.  Let’s read the rest of the passage: 

 
11 “But Mary stood without at the sepulchre weeping: and as she wept, she stooped down, and looked into the 

sepulchre,  12And seeth two angels in white sitting, the one at the head, and the other at the feet, where the body of 

Jesus had lain.  13And they say unto her, Woman, why weepest thou? She saith unto them, Because they have taken 

away my LORD, and I know not where they have laid him.  14And when she had thus said, she turned herself back, 

and saw Jesus standing, and knew not that it was Jesus.  15Jesus saith unto her, Woman, why weepest thou? whom 

seekest thou? She, supposing him to be the gardener, saith unto him, Sir, if thou have borne him hence, tell me 
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where thou hast laid him, and I will take him away.  16Jesus saith unto her, Mary. She turned herself, and saith unto 

him, Rabboni; which is to say, Master.  17Jesus saith unto her, Touch me not; for I am not yet ascended to my 

Father: but go to my brethren, and say unto them, I ascend unto my Father, and your Father; and to my 

God, and your God.  18Mary Magdalene came and told the disciples that she had seen the LORD, and that he had 

spoken these things unto her.” 

 

Mary, alone, was weeping.  The Greek word “klaio” indicates she was sobbing loudly; she was overcome by grief 

as she stood outside the tomb thinking that someone had taken Jesus’ body.  Even through her tears she did what 

John did—she stooped down and looked into the opening.  She saw two angels sitting on that slab of death at each 

end of the grave clothes.  For those of you familiar with Old Testament Scripture, the “mercy seat” of Israel is 

described in Exodus 25:17-21.  That’s the lid that sits on top of the Ark of the Covenant of God.  It was a gold box 

that Israel carried with them symbolic of the presence of God with them.  They could not touch the box because it 

was so holy; they carried it with poles.  On that lid is the image of two angels, one on each end.  Hear these words 

from Exodus 25:21-22:  21“And thou shalt put the mercy seat above upon the ark; and in the ark thou shat put the 

testimony that I shall give thee.  22And there I will meet with thee, and I will commune with thee from above the 

mercy seat, from between the two cherubims which are upon the ark of the testimony...”  This Old Testament 

Scripture refers to two angels; in John’s Gospel here Mary sees two angels.  This is the new mercy seat of the 

Bible—the resurrection of Jesus Christ.  This is where He meets us and communes with us through His Son who 

lives and is the intercessor for us.  He’s the forgiver of sins and the giver of life.  He meets us at that mercy seat at 

the moment of salvation when you say “Lord Jesus, I am a sinner because the Bible (Romans 3:23) tells me so, it 

has created between us a chasm.  I believe Jesus, Your Son, the perfect Lamb, died a sacrificial death on that old 

rugged cross to take my sin there.  I give You my life as my Savior; I believe You have forgiven me of sin.  I believe 

You rose from the grave for me that I might have life everlasting.”  As we walk in this world day by day, we shine 

with the eternal light of Jesus.  There’s something different about a child of God walking in the world that is noticed 

because He lives in us.  Don’t ever forget that.  It’s not what you do; neither you nor I have a halo over our heads.  

Through that mercy seat of the resurrection of Jesus Christ, He says I’m going to give you a home with Me forever. 

 

The two angels asked Mary “Why do you weep?”  She still thinks Jesus’ body was stolen.  Then a man behind her 

asks her why she’s weeping and who she’s looking for.  She thinks this man is the common gardener who takes 

care of the community of the dead.  As she looks at this man, she still does not know Him.  Maybe it’s still dark, 

and her eyes were full of tears.  Perhaps the resurrection body is such that we don’t immediately recognize the 

person.  Personally, I believe we’ll be very recognizable in heaven—you’re going to know me, and I’ll know you.  

This we know: Mary immediately recognized Him when He simply said “Mary.”  She had heard her name from 

the lips of Jesus hundreds of times.  In John 10, He says “My sheep know my voice.”  Mary calls Him Rabboni.  

For the teachers of Israel who taught the Word of God, there were three titles.  The first is “Rab,” a teacher of the 

Word.  The second is “Rabbi,” a greater teacher of the Word.  The third is “Rabboni,” the Master Teacher of the 

Word.  Mary calls him “Master, Teacher, Lord, God.”  She then reaches for Jesus.  This action reminds me a bit of 

a contestant who won a prize on “Let’s Make a Deal.”  They’d get so excited, jump up and down, and wanted to 

hug the host of the show.  It’s unspoken in this passage, but Mary is so overwhelmed with joy that she reaches for 

Jesus.  Read verse 17.  Jesus is saying don’t try to keep Me here because I’m going to ascend back to My Father 

and your Father, My God and your God.  He tells her to go tell His disciples of this.  She does go and tells them 

this account of seeing the risen Lord, the One whom she thought His body was stolen.  I’d love to know what she 
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said to them.  I’d love to hear the angel telling Mary about a new son.  I’d love to hear what Jesus said to Zaccheus.  

The pinnacle of Mary’s account to the disciples was I have seen the Lord!  There’s joy, not grief. 

 

The living resurrected Jesus is the center of every one of the four Gospels.  Serving Him as Lord and seeing Him 

as our Savior is the necessity of every single person on earth—no matter nation, race, depth of sin.  That is His 

message, and it’s our message.  All of us have “Let’s Make a Deal” moments in life.  One of my favorite things to 

do is order a new guitar.  (I have my eye on one, but Gwen doesn’t know it yet!)  When that box arrives, I’m like a 

kid and can’t wait to open it!  We all have joys in life, but nothing can or should exceed our joy of knowing Jesus 

as our Savior.  It’s the greatest blessing of our lives.  He’s the one eternal and greatest relationship we will ever 

have.  We need to run to Him and express our joy in having Him.  He wants to walk with you, love you, save you, 

have eternal life with you.  Praise God we can give our lives to Him as our Lord and Savior!  Believers, live in that 

joy!  Live in the joy that He knows your name!  I believe one of the first things we’ll hear in heaven is our name 

spoken from the lips of Jesus Christ.  I pray we’ll then hear “Well done, good and faithful servant.”  We’ll recognize 

Him because the sheep know their shepherd; we’ll know His voice.  Live in that joy so deeply you’ll want to pass 

it on to someone else.  When you’re a believer in the Lord Jesus, you’ll want to pass that joy on.  You’ll be a witness 

to bring somebody else to Him.  I don’t think you can conceal news like that!  Go from this place today as a witness 

of His so this world can come to know Him as Lord and Savior.  That’s the reason He allows us to wake up every 

morning!  The joy of life is knowing Jesus.  Tell that to a friend.  Parents, raise your children in that joy.  I pray 

we’ll rededicate our lives today saying “I have seen the Lord.” 

 

If you’ve never come to Jesus as Savior, He knows you.  He knows your circumstances, your joys, your needs.  He 

went to a cruel cross, died there, and rose from the grave because He loves you.  At this moment He’s calling your 

name, and if you listen closely, you will hear it and feel the knock on your heart of Him asking to come in.  Today, 

I pray you will see Him—not just eye perception but see Him so that it changes your life.  Come to Him today as 

Savior; don’t put it off until next week, next month, next year.  Do it today!  Will you say yes to Him? 

 

                         

Let Us Pray:  Our Father, our God thank You for these precious moments as we celebrate once again Easter 

Sunday.  Father, thank You for these words of hope, promise, and joy.  Mary expressed the joy when she said “I 

have seen the Lord.”  I pray we’ll have that same joy in our lives of knowing You—not a glance, not hearing Your 

name in one ear and out the other.  We pray, Father, You will change our lives and that we’ll see You with our 

hearts.  That we’ll see You as our God and King and as the one Who walks with us every single day.  Bless us to 

rededicate our lives to the joy of knowing You.  I pray for that one who needs Jesus as Savior—maybe they’ve 

heard about You or seen Your name on the pages of Scripture over and over.  I pray today they’ll see You so that 

You will change their life.  To see You as the Savior of the cross, the Savior who rose from the grave.  Bless us in 

these moments.  In Jesus’ name, Amen. 
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