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Good morning!  I’ve been hearing this week from some folks that they can’t wait until Sunday—they’re expecting 

something!  So, I ask you today—did you come expecting God to speak to you?  I’m grateful to have this 

opportunity to come before God today, pore over His Word, and seek His direction for our lives. 

 

We’re going to see one of the beginnings of the most powerful, amazing transformation and calls to come to Jesus 

that we’ll ever read in Scripture.  It’s the drastic story of Saul.  I don’t have a drastic story of how I came to Jesus, 

but I have that moment when He and I encountered one another.  I gave my life to Him, and I continue to follow, 

seek, and serve Jesus Christ.  As we think of the story of Saul, I don’t want to read it and say that never happens 

because some of you have very powerful, drastic stories of how Christ changed your life.  We’ll see the model of 

what should happen when you encounter Jesus—there should be a change.  If you continue to live life as you always 

have after meeting Him, something is not right!  Saul lays down the foundation that there should be a change in 

your life.  After that happens, here’s what you must do: Live, love, and learn to serve Jesus with all that you have.   

 
1“And Saul, yet breathing out threatenings and slaughter against the disciples of the Lord, went unto the high priest, 
2And desired of him letters to Damascus to the synagogues, that if he found any of this way, whether they were 

men or women, he might bring them bound unto Jerusalem.  3And as he journeyed, he came near Damascus: and 

suddenly there shined round about him a light from heaven:  4And he fell to the earth, and heard a voice saying unto 

him, Saul, Saul, why persecutest thou me?  5And he said, Who art thou, Lord? And the Lord said, I am Jesus 

whom thou persecutest: it is hard for thee to kick against the pricks.  6And he trembling and astonished said, 

Lord, what wilt thou have me to do? And the Lord said unto him, Arise, and go into the city, and it shall be told 

thee what thou must do.  7And the men which journeyed with him stood speechless, hearing a voice, but seeing 

no man.  8And Saul arose from the earth; and when his eyes were opened, he saw no man: but they led him by the 

hand, and brought him into Damascus.  9And he was three days without sight, and neither did eat nor drink.” 

 

Let us pray together.  Father God, as we come into Your house expecting to hear from You and expecting for You 

to change us, impact our lives today.  I pray You will speak to every heart.  Remove me from the picture so they’ll 

hear the voice of the Lord talking.  I pray they’ll hear the call of Jesus saying “What are you doing?”  I pray if 

there’s one today who needs You as Savior, that today will be the day they don’t walk out of here kicking against 

You but that You would call them to that place of repentance.  God, we give You these moments now.  Amen. 

 

As we consider the most powerful moments of the early church, we often refer to The Acts of the Apostles.  In 

Chapter 2, the day of Pentecost is probably the most electric, powerful move of God we’ve ever seen.  We 

understand the Holy Spirit descended on the people of God, and they were working every single day for Him.  The 

Lord calls the church to grow so much that they added new members every day.  We often want those results, too, 

but we don’t want the commitment.  It’s hard for us to give one hour a week to Jesus!  Yet, we want the churches 
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“The Road That Saul Chose” 

 

Acts 9:1-9 (King James Version) 

 



full.  Something’s wrong with that picture.  In order for the power of God to move, the people of God must move!  

That power is displayed in Acts 2.  In my opinion, the second most powerful occurrence in the early church is the 

life of Saul (or Paul) as he testifies to the power of Jesus Christ.  You can also read about this in Chapters 9, 22, 

and 26.  This is your homework assignment—read these accounts of what happened to Paul and his testimony of 

what Jesus did in his life. 

 

The road that Saul chooses is a road that leads to Damascus, a road where he wants to go to persecute people.  As 

he takes this road, there are three points I want to make.  Point #1. The road Saul chose began with spite.  Read 

again verses 1-2.  We’re re-introduced to Saul.  In Acts 7:58 we see he’s part of the group who stoned Stephen.  At 

the beginning of Acts 8, he’s the leader of persecution in the church.  In verse 3 “…he made havoc of the church…”  

The Greek word for havoc is that of a ferocious animal seeking prey.  I want you to see that Saul pursued Christians 

and the church in order not to encourage them but to destroy and tear them down.  He goes into every house 

dragging men and women out because they confessed they believed in Jesus.  Would we stay quiet if that happened 

today?  Would we continue to confess who Jesus really is? 

 

I want you to see a man who is spiteful.  As a member of the Sanhedrin, he could go into a person’s home and drag 

them to court but could not issue a death sentence—only the Roman government could do that.  Saul could lead 

someone that close to their death because of their faith.  Saul gave those threats of murder upon Christians and that 

early church.  He wanted letters from the high priest that gave him permission to pursue them.  He was willing to 

walk 150 miles northeast to Damascus to find the Christians.  He was a man filled with murder and ill intent and 

would do whatever it took to squash Jesus out.  Saul’s power was to carry out his will; he wanted the Christians 

fearful instead of faithful.  He wanted them bound and prisons filled; it was his life’s goal.  As you look at the road 

you’re walking today, is there any spiteful thing you’re doing to other people?  You might say I’m not killing 

anyone, so it’s all OK.  This is far from the truth!  Words kill people!  Words hurt people.  Words run people away 

from the church, and there are Christian people who’ve done that.  Be careful of the words that come out of your 

mouth!  Sometimes truth needs to be spoken in love.  There are dangers from the choices we make.  There’s an 

acronym “YOLO” meaning “You Only Live Once.”  Young people are taking this acronym and thinking they can 

live and act however they want because they only live once.  With that way of thinking, they have the mindset of 

Saul—I’ll do what I want to do because I can and I will.  Jesus is never, ever in the picture.  What does your road 

look like?  Is it full of your will and desire?  Or, is God in the picture?  For Saul, his road started to Damascus but 

it was headed to hell.  It was his will, his way or else. 

 

Point #2:  Read verses 3-5.  The road Saul chose was a road that suddenly changed.  His thought was that he was 

going to imprison people in Jerusalem.  With papers and permission in hand, he marches to Damascus.  He gets 

most of the way there but he was changed by the person he met on the way—Jesus.  I’m sure some of you are 

walking roads of faith, but things haven’t changed.  You’re doing what you’ve always done since you’ve been 

saved.  If your road doesn’t change, Jesus should!  He should make you better, stronger, and draw you unto Himself 

and make you that person you need to be.  I can imagine Saul is thinking Damascus is just over the hill—how many 

people will I take prisoner today?  In verse 4, we read that Saul fell to the earth when he heard Jesus’ voice.  I don’t 

know about you, but when I met Jesus, I knew He was dealing with me.  I knew something was going on; I knew 

He was trying to get to my heart.  But guess what?  I resisted—a little bit.  I said I’ll wait until next week.  Then, I 

fell at the altar and cried like a fifteen-year-old baby.  When you meet Jesus, change happens.  Listen to what 

 

 

Page 2 – Clifford Baptist Sermon 10/31/21 



happened to some people who met Him:  Saul fell on the dirt road.  Moses trembled as he approached the burning 

bush.  Isaiah was undone.  Ezekiel fell on his face.  Daniel was afraid and fell on his face.  Job said trembling came 

upon him to make his bones shake.  John said he fell at His feet as dead.  The point is when you encounter Jesus, it 

should change you, move you to make a decision, a choice.  It will move you to answer a question that Saul asked 

“Who art thou, Lord?”  Jesus asked him why he was against Him and refusing Him.  You all know what a goad 

is—a sharp stick to convince an animal to move.  Some of us as Christians need a sharp stick after us in order for 

God to get us where we need to go.  God’s got the stick after Saul—not to beat him, but to move him to where God 

needs him to be.  As a fifteen-year-old, I could feel that pressure and push of God moving me to get to my heart!  

But as He poked and prodded, I said not today.  Saul felt that same way; I believe he knew the answer “Who are 

you Lord?”  I believe he heard Stephen preach it.  Saul knew the message but didn’t know the messenger.  The 

messenger showed up to reveal who He really is.  When Jesus, the messenger, shows up in your life, life should 

change.  There are some people here today in this church who’ve heard the message but don’t know the messenger.  

If you feel that push or prod, it’s not the preacher with the sharp stick—it’s Christ desiring to enter your heart. 

 

Psalm 14:1 says “The fool hath said in his heart, There is no God…”  Is it safe to say Saul was a foolish man?  

Absolutely!  A foolish man is someone who does not know God.  I encourage you today—don’t make a foolish 

decision and live without Jesus Christ.  Some of you keep resisting and being prodded—quit kicking against Him!  

The road started out with Saul breathing terror and threats and now has him searching for the answer to “Who is 

Jesus?”  I believe every one of you are walking past that question.  I believe if someone chooses not to answer and 

chooses to pursue a walk that distances them from God, and who chooses hell has to walk by this question.  I want 

to make sure today that you hear the question and you are responsible for the answer.  Who is Jesus to you?  If you 

cannot call Him Lord or Savior today, my prayer is that you feel that sharp prodding to come to Him.  I pray you 

not only feel it but follow it as He moves you. 

 

Point #3.  Read verses 6-9.  The road Saul chose led to submission.  As Jesus meets him, Saul was carrying on 

everyday life—pursuing and threatening Christians.  Then Saul asks Jesus “What would You have me to do?”  

Christians, be careful of that question because the answer may lead you to a place you don’t want to be or be scared 

to go.  It’s the greatest place of satisfaction you’ll ever get to.  I believe Saul wasn’t saved on the Damascus Road.  

I think God was beginning a work in his life at that moment.  I think he was saved in a little house in Damascus; 

refer to Acts 22:16.  The question we all need to ask of God is “What will You have me to do?”  If you’re a non-

believer, you need to ask that question.  His answer will be “Come to Me.  Believe Me.  Believe that My son died 

on a cross, and that your sins were on that cross.  Trust Me as Savior.”  How will you ask that question?  Imagine 

each person here and listening via media to ask that question and then follow through!  We have the early church 

as in Acts 2 if that were to happen and if we were faithful to follow God.  Will we say today “My life belongs to 

You, Lord.  I want to live to serve You.  What would You have me to do?” 

 

Jesus tells Saul to proceed on to Damascus.  He stands up, opens his eyes, but “…he saw no man…”  He just saw 

Jesus—it should have been a joyous occasion, but now he is a blind and humble man.  He never entered Damascus 

with his visions but entered with God’s leading.  Saul had no choice but to submit to that.  I’m not praying that God 

strike all of us blind today.  I pray He will bring each of us to that place of submission before Him.  It requires each 

of us—from the pulpit to the back—to fall down before Him and say “God, what do You want me to do?” 
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As Saul’s friends reach out and take his hand, they lead him on the rest of his journey.  I can imagine Jesus’ words 

going through his mind: “…It shall be told thee what thou must do…”  God had to strike Saul blind to show him.  

What would happen today if God took such a drastic action like that?  God opened my blind eyes to reveal Himself 

to me.  How many of us are ready to submit?  How many are willing to say “God, I need You to show me what to 

do.  Where do You want me to serve?  I need You to show me Your will, not my own.”  It may take someone falling 

before God on their knees to figure that out. 

 

Today, the story continues in Acts 9 but the preaching doesn’t.  I have a homework assignment: Before this day is 

over, finish reading Chapter 9.  Halfway through, you’ll note the roles change—Saul fears for his life because he 

serves Jesus and gives Him his life. 

 

What does your everyday road look like?  Most Christians answer by saying “I was saved when I was a little kid.”  

You’re an adult now.  How are you serving, working, leading your life?  What does every day look like for you, as 

a Christian?  It may be of spiteful, hateful things.  It may be criticism and gossip.  It may be full of everything but 

Jesus.  Does your road need a change?  Do you need to hit a speed bump along the way?  If you answer “Who are 

You, Lord?”—I promise you your life will change.  You may know of Jesus, you may have heard of Jesus but until 

you trust Him for yourself, life will never change.  Eternity will not change for you.  Hope will not change for you.  

There are so many people outside these doors seeking the answer to that question “Who is Jesus?  What can He do 

for me?”  Come on in, and I’ll tell you!  That should be our attitude. 

 

If there’s someone here today who needs to trust Jesus Christ the Savior and have an encounter with Him, look to 

the cross to understand the price of sin.  When you follow that, it will lead you to the feet of Jesus.  You’ll understand 

He defeated death on the third day and rose from the grave to give you eternal life.  If we want the power of the 

early church, one hour is not enough.  How can we be fully committed to the work of Jesus Christ through the local 

church, through your ministries, gifts, and talents?  “God, what would You have me to do?  Here I am, use me.”  

As we approach the altar today, I pray you will ponder those questions.  I pray you will feel a nudging from the 

Holy Spirit that God will move you and me to the place He desires us to be. 

 

 

Let Us Pray:  Father God, I thank You for Your Word.  I pray for my brothers and sisters here, the people I walk 

along beside, the people I work beside in ministry.  Many of them hold my arms up.  In this moment, I pray for 

You to move in their life and in their heart.  I pray You move that one who’s been sitting stale for so long.  God, 

we want to reach the world and be a powerful force.  We want to have the power of Jesus Christ.  I pray You will 

convict hearts today and move people closer to You today.  If there’s one person who needs You as Savior, I pray 

he or she will fall on their knees before You knowing You paid the great price of their sin.  Thank You for what 

You’re going to do here today.  In Jesus’ name, Amen. 
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