
 

  

Sunday, October 3, 2021 
 

Rev. Dr. Michael R. Fitzgerald, Senior Pastor 
 

                                

In celebration of Pastor Mike’s 65th birthday today, the congregation surprised him 

by singing a rousing rendition of “Happy Birthday!” 

 

I came in here last night on the eve of a birthday and prayed at the altar.  Lord, I’m a man blessed beyond measure.  I’m 

blessed with a godly wife, Gwen, who’s stood by my side and will continue to do so through the years.  I’ve been blessed 

with two children, Cari-Joy and Gabe, and their spouses Joey and Karen.  I’ve also been blessed with two grandchildren, 

Noah and James, who call me by the sweetest name—“Papa.”  When I was little, my mother told me I would be a 

fortunate man if I could count my true friends on one hand.  Last night here at the altar the Lord said “I’ve blessed your 

life so much that if I gave you a dozen sets of hands, you couldn’t count your friends, brothers, and sisters.”  Praise God 

for you!  You don’t know how much of a blessing you’ve been to me, Gwen, and my family’s life over these years.  

What a blessing you’ve been in my life. 

 

As we open today’s Scripture and in the next sermons to come, we’re going to live out one single Friday on God’s 

calendar.  We call it “Good Friday” but ultimately it was the “Best Friday.”  Ultimately, it’s the best day of all days of 

all the world.  It’s the day on which the payment was made for every single sin of every sinner of every age on earth—

the day Jesus went to the cross for us.  It was the Friday of our forgiveness, the Friday of our freedom and release from 

guilt, and the gift of our salvation.  For us it was a very, very Good Friday.  As a youngster, I would ask why is it called 

Good Friday?  It’s a crucifixion day.  In another sense, it was the worst Friday in humanity as well.  It was the day Jesus, 

the Son of God, went through the agony, passion, and death of the cross.  He faced the pain of fake trials, cruel words, 

beatings and lashings, a crown of thorns, and lastly the cross of Calvary.  Human beings stooped so low as to mount the 

very Lamb of God to be a public spectacle of shame and death. 

 

On Thursday of that week before that Friday, Jesus shared the Passover with His disciples.  He washed their feet and 

showed them overwhelming love.  Late into the night as they left that room, Jesus took them on a journey towards the 

Garden of Gethsemane.  All along the way, He was teaching them.  When they arrived at the garden early that Friday 

morning, Jesus met with God the Father in deep and passionate prayer.  It was a prayer so fervent that the sweat on His 

brow was mingled with blood because the blood vessels under the skin were under such stress they burst into His sweat 

glands.  Jesus knew fully well the horror He would face in the coming hours on the cross.  In that garden Judas Iscariot, 

who paraded as a disciple, proved who he really was.  He paraded as a friend of Jesus for three years but proved himself 

to be His betrayer.  People thought he was a saved man walking in the footsteps of Jesus; that night he revealed himself 

as a lost man willing to give up the Son of God to the authorities.  He betrayed Jesus with a kiss and led a band of soldiers 

to arrest Him.  As the Scripture ended last week, Jesus was led out of the garden by those men.  There are two main 

characters in today’s passage: Jesus and Peter.  We’ll read each separate account of their lives that night.  First, we’ll 

read about Jesus’ experience that morning before the old rugged cross in verses 12-14 and then verses 19-24. 

 
12“Then the band and the captain and officers of the Jews took Jesus, and bound him, 13And led him away to Annas first; 

for he was father in law to Caiaphas, which was the high priest that same year. 14Now Caiaphas was he, which gave 

counsel to the Jews, that it was expedient that one man should die for the people.”  19The high priest then asked Jesus of  
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his disciples, and of his doctrine. 20Jesus answered him, I spake openly to the world; I ever taught in the synagogue, 

and in the temple, whither the Jews always resort; and in secret have I said nothing.  21Why askest thou me? ask 

them which heard me, what I have said unto them: behold, they know what I said.  22And when he had thus spoken, 

one of the officers which stood by struck Jesus with the palm of his hand, saying, Answerest thou the high priest so?  
23Jesus answered him, If I have spoken evil, bear witness of the evil: but if well, why smitest thou me?  24Now Annas 

had sent him bound unto Caiaphas the high priest.” 

 

Jesus was arrested in the garden, and the soldiers led Him to a man named Annas.  He had served Israel as high priest in 

years prior; he was the highest religious official of the nation from AD 6-15.  At this point when Jesus meets Annas, he 

had not been high priest for more than fifteen years.  Harkening back to the day of Aaron, Moses’ brother, he was the 

first high priest of Israel and the office was to be lifelong.  When the high priest died, that office would be passed on to 

one of his sons.  However, Annas was kicked out of office by the Roman government.  He was not allowed to continue, 

so they terminated his service in the year 15.  Now we’re about at year 30.  Five of his sons did follow him as high priest 

and also one of his sons-in-law, Caiaphas.  He’s the sitting high priest in these moments of Jesus going through these 

trials.  The day Jesus will face the cross, Caiaphas is the high priest leading Israel.  Annas was a mean man, a man of 

religious power—that’s a dangerous quotient when you add meanness to religious office.  He’s intent on killing Jesus 

because He was a burr under the saddle of the priesthood.  Jesus pointed to all the priests of Israel saying “You’re fake, 

phony, and lost teachers.  You’re teaching the Word of God, but you don’t know the God of the Word.”  So Jesus was 

pointing out the insufficiencies of the priesthood to the Jews in the day.  The priests hated Him; the leading priests 

wanted to develop a plan of murder against Him.  Caiaphas was leading that charge. 

 

Jesus was brought to Annas first—it’s an informal meeting and the first trial of several that evening.  Read verse 19.  

Annas is trying to find enough fodder in the conversation to bring a murder charge against Jesus.  He asked Him about 

His disciples and His doctrine.  Notice, Jesus did not mention His disciples in His answer.  Why?  He’s protecting them, 

shielding, and sheltering them so they are not killed the same night with Him.  Jesus sets Himself up to take the full load 

of punishment as He spares the eleven.  Amazing!  Do you realize today He spared you and me, too?  He took the full 

brunt of the punishment that we would be not be punished.  He took the full hell of the cross to shield us from going 

there.  What an amazing Savior we have!  As Annas questions Jesus about His doctrine, he wanted to know what He 

taught the people in Israel.  Remember, Annas is trying to find anything to use as a death sentence against Jesus.  He 

says I’ve not taught anything behind your back, nor anything in a secret place.  I’ve taught openly in the synagogues and 

temple; any person was welcome to come—even you, Annas.  Read verse 21.  Jesus said He could readily testify there 

were many witnesses who heard what He taught.  Here’s a fine point of Old Testament law: If you’re going to charge 

anyone with a crime, according to Deuteronomy 19:15, you have to have two or more witnesses against that Jew.  Jesus 

tells Annas “Call your witnesses—at least two who can testify against Me that I’ve been teaching doctrine that’s in the 

dark.  That’s subversive, ungodly.”  At this point, it seems Annas gets so angry, defeated, and frustrated that he gives a 

signal to one of the soldiers standing by Jesus.  Read verses 22-23.  Jesus points out this inquisition in Annas’ quarters 

is fake, faulty, cruel against an innocent man.  Annas is so frustrated; he’s made no headway in bringing about any crime 

that could send Jesus to a death penalty.  He then makes sure the Lord is tied up securely and sent to the current high 

priest, his son-in-law, Caiaphas.  We’ll learn about that trial in future sermons.  Let’s now look at Peter. 

 

As Jesus stands before Annas in that fake courtroom, Peter is outside in the night.  15And Simon Peter followed Jesus, 

and so did another disciple: that disciple was known unto the high priest, and went in with Jesus into the palace of the 

high priest.  16But Peter stood at the door without. Then went out that other disciple, which was known unto the high 

priest, and spake unto her that kept the door, and brought in Peter.  17Then saith the damsel that kept the door unto Peter,  
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Art not thou also one of this man's disciples? He saith, I am not.  18And the servants and officers stood there, who had 

made a fire of coals; for it was cold: and they warmed themselves: and Peter stood with them, and warmed himself.  
25And Simon Peter stood and warmed himself. They said therefore unto him, Art not thou also one of his disciples? He 

denied it, and said, I am not.  26One of the servants of the high priest, being his kinsman whose ear Peter cut off, saith, 

Did not I see thee in the garden with him?  27Peter then denied again: and immediately the cock crew.”  Let me remind 

you that earlier in the evening Peter stood up in the room where Jesus celebrated the Passover and washed the disciples’ 

feet.  Read John 13:37-38. 37“Peter said unto him, Lord, why cannot I follow thee now?  I will lay down my life for thy 

sake.  38Jesus answered him, Wilt thou lay down thy life for my sake? Verily, verily, I say unto thee, The cock shall 

not crow, till thou hast denied me thrice.”  Peter had been warned of his coming failure in the room as he met with the 

disciples and Jesus.  Several hours later when Jesus had been arrested, Peter stood outside the main gateway of the high 

priest’s palace.  In John 18:15 I’m sure “…another disciple…” was John, the author of this Gospel.  He knew Annas and 

had freedom to enter the inner courts of the palace.  I believe John went back out and brought Peter inside the palace 

gate.  They’re on the palace grounds as Jesus meets with Annas in this trumped-up trial awaiting the outcome. 

 

A young lady servant, a keeper of the palace’s entry gates, looks at Peter and asks “Aren’t you one of that man’s 

disciples?”  Peter said “No, I’m not a part of that group.  I don’t know who they are.”  Here’s a very important point 

you’ll hear about in a future sermon: A fire had been built there; the night was cold.  Notice that in verse 18 it was a “fire 

of coals”; we’ll read about that again near the end of this Gospel.  Peter, a group of servants, and officers are warming 

themselves.  Some of them asked Peter “Aren’t you one of the disciples with this man?”  For a second time, Peter said 

“No, not me.  I don’t know him or about the group he’s with.”  Then a servant spoke up and said “I was one of the 

soldiers in the Garden of Gethsemane, and you cut off the ear of one of my kinsmen with a sword!  You were with that 

group!”  Read verse 27—Peter denied for the third time.  Matthew’s Gospel makes this third statement much stronger 

in Chapter 26:74 “Then began he to curse and to swear, saying, I know not the man.  And immediately the cock crew.”  

Understand that Peter did not throw out a string of blasphemies or obscenities, he said “God, curse me if I know this 

man!  God bring down his punishment against me if I know him.”  So Peter swears he does not know who Jesus is in 

this string of loud language he blurts out.  He brings down his own punishment; then he remembers what Jesus told him 

in the room “Peter, you will deny me three times.”  When Peter heard the rooster crow, it all came down on his shoulders. 

 

In closing, here’s something that never occurred to me before.  That night the rooster was the primary reminder that 

Peter was filled with guilt and denial against the Lord God.  The rooster crowed his sin, it crowed his guilt, and crowed 

just prior to the cross to announce this was a horrible night.  Even one of the primary servants of Jesus had denied Him 

and carried the guilt of denial on his shoulders.  What else does the crow of a rooster mean?  The dawn of a new day, a 

new morning—the dawn of forgiveness that would come by way of the cross.  That rooster stood for both Peter’s guilt 

and Jesus’ grace.  Yes, it crowed as Peter denied Jesus, but it also crowed to bring in a new day that would be given to 

us through the cross of Jesus Christ that we would have the grace of God upon us.  Our guilt and sin forgiven by the 

grace of God extended to us only through the old rugged cross.  There’s no other way to come to heaven than through 

the old rugged cross.  That’s the bridge—the blood-stained cross of Jesus Christ.  His death on the cross that we might 

have forgiveness in heaven. 

 

Today, believers, Scripture calls us to humility because every single one of us from this spot behind the pulpit to in front 

of this pulpit to wherever this message goes is a “Peter.”  Every single one of us has sinned against the holiness of God.  

Every single one of us is condemned because we have fallen short of His grace, blessing, and purpose in our life.  That’s 

what the Bible teaches us.  I’m not pointing a finger at you to tell you something that’s outside the Biblical word.   “For 

all have sinned, and come short of the glory of God.” (Romans 3:23)  I’m so grateful to know what Psalm 103:12 says  
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“As far as the east is from the west, so far hath he removed our transgressions from us.”  You can go north to south; 

you’ll meet the north and start south and meet the south and start north.  But you cannot go from east and turn it into 

west—it can’t happen.  That’s how far Jesus removes our sin and guilt from us.  When I stand before God, when Jesus 

Christ is my Lord and my Savior, He will not remind me of the times I denied Him.  He will not remind me of the failures 

or sins I have committed against Him.  Praise God our sin is paid, erased, and gone forever through the cross of Jesus 

Christ and Him alone!  Jesus won’t remind me of my denial, and He won’t remind Peter this night because he’s forgiven 

and given life eternal.  May we rededicate our lives to live in that attitude of thanksgiving every day that our sin has been 

paid, and that we are freed to live for our Savior Jesus Christ.  We’re to represent Him and witness for Him.  Our life 

belongs to Him because it was paid for on that cross we’re studying right now.   

 

If you don’t know Jesus as your Savior and would die in denial, God Almighty is going to roll back the tape and will 

remind you of every lustful thought, every curse word, every ungodly act, every time you walked away from the 

invitation to the Lord Jesus and His forgiveness—He’s going to remind you of it all.  According to Revelation 20:12 

God keeps ledger books of our sin.  “…the dead (unsaved), small and great, stand before God; and the books were 

opened…and the dead were judged...”  If you do not have Jesus Christ as your Lord and Savior, you’re facing judgment 

and eternal death for denial.  This very moment you can come to Jesus and say “Lord, You died for me on the old rugged 

cross.  I am a sinner, and You died to save me.  You took my punishment on Your shoulders that I might be forgiven.  

All my denials, sin, and shortcomings will be taken as far as the east is from the west—never to be remembered again.  

I need You as my Savior, and I come to You, bow before You, and give my life to You.  I ask You to forgive me, save 

me, and expunge every sin off my record.  Then, I can stand clean before the holiness of God not because of who I am 

but because of who my Savior is.  I come to You.”  This is Jesus’ invitation, and He’s waiting for you.   

 

 

Let Us Pray:  Our Father, our God, this is the beginning of the greatest story of all time—the account of Jesus who gave 

Himself that we might have life and be forgiven of our denials.  Peter shows us what denial is but reminds every one of 

us who has expressed denial against You—myself, absolutely, leading the way.  Thank You for forgiving us, for living 

in our hearts, for going to the cross.  You took all the punishment upon Yourself to spare others; we all thank You.  For 

we who are believers, I pray we will rededicate our lives as we remember what You did for us.  If there’s one who needs 

Jesus as Lord and Savior, today is the day their record can be expunged and their sin removed from them as far as the 

east is from the west.  There’s only one way for that to happen and that’s to come and bow at the feet of Jesus Christ and 

say “I’m a sinner and need you Lord as my Savior.  I give you my heart, my life.  I want You to be my king; I will follow 

You.  I accept You, Lord.  I want to be Your son or daughter.”  Today, that person will not be considered salvation, may 

be saved—Scripture says that person will be saved when he or she confesses Jesus Christ as their Lord and Savior.  Bless 

us today in these precious moments.  Amen. 
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